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INTRODUCTION. 


THE SERVICES OF 

FIELD MARSHAL THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON, 

IN EUROPE. 


Major Geneual the Hon. Sir Arthur Wellesley, soon after his return 
to England from India, in Septemher 1805, was appointed to the com- 
mand of a brigade in an expedition fitted out in the autumn of that year 
to proceed to Hanover, under the command of Lord Oathcart : but the 
consequences of the battle of Austerlitz induced the government to recall 
tlris force ; and the troops composing it were placed on tlie coast for future 
operations, or for the defence of the country against threatened invasion. 

In the mean time, Marquis Cornwallis had died at Ghazypoor, near 
Benares, on tlie 5th Oct. 1805, shortly after his arrival in India ns the 
new Governor General j and, on tlie 30th Jan. 1806, Major Gen, Sir A, 
Wellesley succeeded his Lordship as Colonel of the 33rd regt., of which 
he had been Lieutenant Colonel above 12 years. 

On the return of the expedition from Hanover, in the beginning 
of 1806, Sh A. Wellesley was appointed to the command of a brigade 
of infantry, stationed at Hastings, in the Sussex district; to the dis- 
cipline, manoauvre, and minute details of which he paid the most 
scrupulous attention.* He had been elected to serve in the new Paidia- 
ment for the borough of Rye ; and in .his place in the House of Com- 
mons, by a simple statement of facts, he repelled Ihe unworthy attacks 
made upon Lord Wellesley’s brilliant administration of tlie extensive 
Empire of India.f 

* There is no situation, end there are no circumstances, that will not, in some manner 
or other, be stmnped with the superior principles of ,the thorough soldier. An intimate 
friend having in familiar terms inquired of Sir A. WelleBle)r, when at Hastings, how he, 
having commanded armies of 40,000 men in the .field; having received the thanks of 
Parliament for his victories; and having been made Knight of the Bath, could submit to 
be reduced to the command of a brigade of infantry f ‘For this plain reason,' was the 
characteristic answer, ‘ I am nimmukuiailah, as we say in the East ; that is, I have eat tlie 
King's salt, and, therefore, I conceive it. to he my duly to serve with unhesitating zeal and 
cheerfulness, when and wherever the King or his government may think proper to employ 
mo.’ This maxim has the more force from tliere being officers in the army, who, unfor- 
tunately, having declined snbordinate employment from flattering themselves with superior 
pretensions, have related their decision (luring tee remainder of their lives; and it is for 
this reason that the Compiler has presumed to draw the attention of those who may hereafter 
he placed in similar oircumstanoes to tliia great military principle, as well as to the example 
of the Duke of Wellington, 

t See ‘ Hansard's Debates,’ Mr. Paul's motions for the impeachment of Marquis 
Wulesley, 1805 and 1806, 
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viii INTRODUCTION. 

In the month of April, 1801, a new administration was formed. The 
Duke of Richmond was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; and Sir 
A. Wellesley, Chief Secretary, and consequently he was sworn of tlie 
King’s Privy council. 

In the month of August, in the same year, wai- was declared against 
Denmark; and on the 8th Sept. A dm. Gambior and Lord Cathcart, com- 
manding a combined expedition, took possession of the city and citadel of 
Copenhagen. Major Gen. Sir A. Wellesley commanded the division of 
reserve; and at Kioge, on the 29th Aug., had an affair with the enemy, 
described in his dispatch to Lord Cathcart, the Commander- of tbo land 
forces. 

On the Ith Sept., in conjunction with Sir Home Popham, Captain of 
the fleet, and Lieut. Col. Murray,* D. Q. M. G. of the Britisli forces 
under Lord Catlicart, Sir A. Wellesley drew up and signed the articles of 
capitulation of the town and citadel of Copenhagen, in conjunction with 
the Danish officers deputed by Gen. Peymaun, the Commander in Chief of 
His Danish Majesty’s forces in Zealand. 

In Feb. 1808, Major Gen. Sic A. Wellesley being in his place in tlie 
House of Commons, the Speaker, having returned the thanks to other 
General officers, members of the House, for their conduct at Copenhagen, 
tlius particularized Sir A. Wellesley on that occasion : 

‘ But I should indeed be wanting to the full expression of those sentiments 
which animate this House, and the whole country, if I forbore to notice 
that we are on this day crowning with our thanks one gallant officer, long 
since known to the gratitude of this House, who has long trodden the patlis 
of glory, whose genius and valor have already extended our fame and em- 
pire, whose sword has been the terror of our distant enemies, and will not 
now he drawn in vain to defend the seat of Empire itself, and the throne 
of his King. I am charged. Sir Arthur Wellesley, to deliver tlie thanks 
of this House to you, and I do accordingly thank you, in the name of 
the Commons of the United Kingdom, for your zeal, intrepidity, and exer- 
tion displayed in the various operations which were necessary for conduct- 
ing the siege, and effecting the surrender of the navy and arsenal of 
Copenhagen.’ 

Major Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley replied as follows : 

‘ Mr. Speaker ; J consider myself fortunate that I was employed hy 
His Majesty on a service which this House has considered of such import- 
ance as to have marked with its approbation tlie conduct of those officers 
and troops who have performed it. The honor which this House has con- 
fi^red upon my honorable &iends and myself is justly considered hy the 
officers of die navy and army as the highest which this country can confer : it 
is the object of the ambition of all who are employed in His Majesty’s service, 
andto obtam it has doubtless been the motive of many of those acts of 
valor and good conduct which have tended so eminently to the glory, mid 
have advanced the prosperity and advantage of this country. I can assure 
the House that I am most sensible of the great honor which they have 

* Gen. Sir G. Mmmy, G.C.B., &c. 
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done me, and I bog leave to take this opportunity of returning you, Sir 
my thanks, for Uie handsome terms, respeeting myself, in which your 
kindness to me has induced you to convey the resolution of the House.’ 

On tlie return of t^he expedition from Zealand, Sir A. Wellesley re- 
sumed his duties as Secretary for Ireland.* 

In the spring of 1808 a force was assembled at Cork, with a view, as it 
was supposed, to some expedition against the Spanish colonies of Soutli 
America j but extraordinary changes took place towards the latter end of 
1807 and tlio beginning of 1808, in tire affaii-s of Spain jmd Portugal, by 
French intervention, or rather invasion, and by tire consequent national ap- 
peals from tlie inhabitants of those countries to Great Britain for aid to 
rescue them from the flagrant usurpation of Napoleon Buonaparte. The 
corps assembled at Cork was accordingly placed under the command of Sir 
A. Wellesley, and directed to proceed to tlie aid of the patriotic movement in 
the Peninsula. It sailed for Coruna on the 12th July, and finally lemded, on 
the 1st Aug., at Lavos, at tlie mouth of tlie river Mondego, in Portugal. 

The battles of Roli^a and Vimeiro, fought on the nth and 21st Aug. 
1808, were followed by an armistice, and subsequently by the Convention 
of Cintra,t according to the stipulations of which the French army, 
commanded by Gen. Junot, was afterwards embarked at Lisbon, in British 
vessels, and landed at La Rochelle, in October. 

An Inquiry was ordered by tlie King to be made into the Armistice and 
the Convention, and into all the circumstances connected with them j and 
a board of General ofRoors was assembled for that purpose, at the great 
hall ill Chelsea College, in the months of November and Deoenibcr, 1808. 

In the mean time the British army at Lisbon being left disposable for 
other services, the greater part of it was marched into Castille, under the 
command of Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Moore, and was joined on the Duero, in 
December, by an additional force, under Sir D. Baird, which had landed 
at Corufia.' 

In the month of November, the French armies having been greatly re- 
inforced, and tlie Spaniards having been successively defeated at Tudela 
and in other battles, the city of Madrid fell again into the hands of the 
enemy. Buonaparte, who had arrived to superintend in person the opera- 
tions in Spain, directed, in tlie month of December, a combined movement 
of several corps, under the command of Marshal Soult, against the army 
under Sir J. Moore, which consequently retreated into Galicia ; and a 
battle took place on the 16th Jan. 1809, at Coruna, where Sir J. Moore 
was killed in the hour of victory. 

Sir A. Wellesley, on his return from Portugal after the battle of Vi- 
meiro, again resumed the duties of his office os Chief Secretary for Ireland •, 
and the Court of Inquiry held at the Royal College at Chelsea having 
concluded, in December he proceeded to Dublin. 

See * Hansaid’a Dobatss.' I'lie offleial and other dispatclies, altliough full of local 
interest with regard to Ireland, are not inserted in tliis work. 

+ Erroneously called the ‘ Conrention of Ciiitra,’ that dooninent having been framed 
and signed ot Lisbon. This misnomer arose from the cony of the Convention having been 
forwarded by Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymplo to the See. of State in a disimtcli, dated Cintra, 
3rd Sept. 1808. The error, however, having become fixed and habitual,, fire junal name 
lias been retained. 
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Parliament having reassembled in January, 1809, he returned to Lon- 
don to attend the House of Commons} and on the 2lth Jan., when in his 
place, he received the Thanks of the House for his conduct at the battle 
of "Vimeiro in the following terms : 


‘ Lieut. Gen. Sin Arthur Wei.lesi.ev} After the events of last year, 
it was impossible that Parliament should reaMemble without directing its 
earliest attention to the services of the British army in Portugal} and 
amidst the contending opinions which have prevailed upon otlier questions, 
the public voice has been loud and general in admiration of your splendid 
achievements. 

‘ It is your praise to have inspired your troops with unshaken confidence 
and unbounded ardor} to have commanded, not the obedience alone, but 
the hearts and affections of your companions in arms ; and having planned 
your operations with the skill and promptitude which have so eminently 
characterised all your former exertions, you have again led the armies of 
yoiu: country to battle, with the same deliberate valor and triumphant suc- 
cess which have long since rendered your name illustrious in the remotest 
parts of this Empire. 

‘ Military glory has ever been dear to tliia nation, and great military 
exploits in the field and upon the ocean have their sm’e reward in Royal 
favor and the gratitude of Parliament. It is, therefore, with tlie highest 
satisiaction, that, in this fresh instance, I now proceed to deliver to you 
the Thanks of this House} and I do now accordingly, by the command 
and in the name of the Commons of die United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, thank you for the distinguished valor, ability, and conduct 
displayed by you on the 1 7th and 2Ist Aug. last in Portugal ; on the latter 
of which days you obtained at Vimeiro, over the army of the enemy, a 
signal victory, honorable and glorious to the British arms.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley rose and made the following answer : 

‘ Mr. Speaker ; I beg leave to express my acknowledgments to the 
House for the high honor which they have conferred upon me, by the 
notice which they have taken, and the approbation they have convoyed, 
of my conduct during the time I commanded His Majesty’s troops in 
Portugal. 

‘ No man can value more highly than I do the honorable distinction 
which has been conferred upon me, a distinction which it is in the power 
of the representatives of a free people alone to bestow, and which it is the 
peculiar advantage of the officers and soldiers in the seiwice of His Ma- 
jesty to have held out to them as the object of tlieir ambition, and to 
receive os the reward of their services. 

'I beg leave to return to you. Sir, ray thanks for the handsome terras in 
which your kindness, I ought to say your partiality, for me, has induced 
you to convey the approbation of the House.’ 

The House of Lords passed the following resolutions, which wore com- 
municated to Sir A. Wellesley : 
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‘ House of Lords, 23r(l .Tan. 1809. 

‘ Resolved, Nem. dissent.. That the Thanks of this House be given to 
Lieut. Gen. the Rt. Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B., for Uie distinguished 
valor, ability, and conduct displayed by him on the llth and 21st of Aug. 
last in Portugal ; on the latter of which days he obtained at Vimeiro, over 
the army of the enemy, a signal victory, honorable and glorious to the 
British arms. 

‘ Resolved, Nom. dissent.. That tlie Thanks of this House be given to 
Major Gen. Spencer, Major Gen. Hill, Major Gen. Ferguson, Brig. Gen. 
Acland, Brig. Gen. Nightingall, Brig. Gen. Bowes, Brig. Gen. Fane, Brig. 
Gen. Anstrather, and the several officers of the army, for their skill and 
gallant exertions against the enemy in the battles of Roli^a and "Vimeiro, 
by which they reflected so much lustre on His Majesty’s arms. 

‘ Resolved, Nem. dissent.. That the House doth highly approve of, and 
acknowledge, the steady and disciplined valor displayed by the non-com- 
missioned officers and private soldiers of the army on the above occasion, 
and that the same be signified by the commanders of the several corps, 
who are desired to thank them for their distinguished and exemplary 
conduct.’ 

To these resolutions, conveyed to him by the Lord Chancellor, Lieut. 
Gen. Sir A, Wellesley wrote the following answer ; 


To the Rt. Hon. the Lord Chanocllor, &c. London, 28th Jan. 1800. 

' I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 24th 
insl., containing copies of the unanimous resolutions of the House of Lords, 
conveying llie approbation of their Lordships of my conduct and that of 
the General and other officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers 
comprising the army which I commanded in Portugal, and their Lord- 
ships’ desire that I should communicate their Lordships’ vote to the 
respective General officers and to the officers commanding the corps 
employed in the service in that country. 

‘ I have received the mark of distinction which the House of Lords have 
conferred upon me with sentiments of gratitude and respect proportionate 
to the high sense I entertain of the greatness of the honor which it carries 
with it ; and I shall have great pleasure in communicating to the officers 
and the troops the distinguished reward of their exemplary conduct which 
their Lordships have conferred upon them. 

‘ I beg leave, at the same time, to express to your Lordship my thanks 
for the expressions of personal civility with which your Lordship has 
conveyed to me the commands of the House.’ 

Early in the year 1809, after the battle at Coruna, Portugal again 
became the seat of active military operations. Marshal Soult having 
invaded its northern provinces from Galicia, and taken possession of 
Oporto on the 29lh March. Lisbon was thrown into alarm, and the 
Regency urgently implored the further aid and protection of the British 
nation. Reinforcements were embarked, and Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, 
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having resigned the office of Chief Secretary in Ireland and his seat in 
Parliament, was sent again to command the British army in Portugal. He 
soiled on the 15th April in the Surveillmte frigate, which was nearly lost 
close to St. Katherine’s, at the back of the Isle of Wight, in tlie night 
after quitting Spithead. On his arrival at Lisbon, on the 22nd April, ho 
assumed the command of that army, with which, in the following years, 
he liberated the Peninsula from its French invaders, and ultimately placed 
the British standard at Bordeaux and Toulouse. He returned to England 
on the 23rd June, 1814, a Field Marshal, and took his seat in the House 
of Lords at once as Baron, Viscount, Earl, Marquis, and Duke ! 

After the capitulation of Paris, and the consequent peace in 1814, 
during the adjustment of the state of Europe at the Congress of Vienna, 
Napoleon Buonaparte suddenly re-appeared in France in March, 1815. 
He again rallied under his eagles a complete and organised army of 
Frendimen, animated by entliusiasm for their Emperor, and excited by 
the recollections of their former victories. He attacked the allied Prus- 
sian and British armies, then in the Low Countries, under Prince Bliicher 
and the Duke of Wellington, at Ligny and at Waterloo. 

The battles of the 16th and 18th of June, 1815, undoubtedly the most 
important military events of modem times, were attended by results and 
advantages sufficient for the glory of many such armies ns those of the 
allies thus engaged. The French army, defeated and dispersed at Water- 
loo, never rallied ; Buonaparte fled from the field of battle, and lost his 
Empire for ever ; Paris again capitulated ; and the peace of Europe and 
of the World was settled on the basis on which it rests at this moment. 
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OFFICIAL AND OTHEE DISPATCHES 

OF 

FIELD MARSHAL THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 


DENMAEK AND THE PENINSULA. 


To Iiieut. Col. Malcolm. London, 25tb Feb, 1806, 

I hetduned from the Continent only a few days ago, and have not yet 
had leisure to read the Indian papers which have come into iny hands, in 
order to enable me to form an opinion of the stale of affairs up to the 
latest period. I think it possible, however, that you will have peaee ; 
and that may be permanent, or otherwise, in proportion to our own firm- 

i iieans of the enemy of disturbing our tranquillity. So 
s,- however, have been abandoned or overturned, that we 
peace from a course of accidental circumstances, and not 
r adherence to any settled system of policy, 
get a living for your brotlier, but you see that a revolution 
led a change) has taken place in the government of this 
ore hot actually in opposition, hut we have no power ; and 
ng for your brother, it must be by the influence of private 

; that this government can last very long. You can have 
disgust created by the harshness of their measures, by the 
lich they have sought for ofiBce, and by the indecency with 
'e dismissed every man supposed to have been connected 
is friends will, 1 tliink, remain connected, and will act 
together as a body, and a most formidable one they will be to any govern- 
ment on account of their numbers. 

I am tolerably well in health, and I shall be quite well if I can continue 
to spend a few weeks at Gheltenliam in this summer. The regiment 
which they have given me, and the staff, have made me rich. 

As soon as I shall have read all the Indian papers, whicli I have got, I 
will sit down and write to you a long dispatch upon them. 

There is a report ahodt London, which I cannot bring myself to give 
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HASTINGS, 


credit to, that you had been kicked by a horse, and that your leg had, in 
consequence, been amputated. I was employed for two days ascertaining 
this report, and at last I found that you had been bit by a horse in the 
arm : I only hope not by Sultan. 

To Lieut. Col. Malcolm. Hastings, 31st July, ISOO. 

I have received your letters up to the 14th Jan., for which I return you 
many thanks. The subjects to which they relate are too large to bo dis- 
cussed in a letter which must go to the post this afternoon, in order to bn 
dispatched by the ships which will sail in a few days. I shall therefore 
satisfy myself by telling you that I consider tliat you have acted a part 
entirely consistent with your own character, and in strict conformity with 
my sentiments, in every thing that you have done. The arrangement with 
Scindiah is precisely that which you and I recommended long before, and 
which I urged, and, I believe, was ordered when I was in Bengal in 1804. 

I thought also at that time, and so did you, that the Rajpoots ought to have 
been subjugated to the control of Scindiah’s government, ns the only mode 
of re-establishing it ; the state in which it must exist, if it is to exist at 
all. This object might with care and justice have been effected at that 
time, if the state of Scindiah’s government had permitted it ; and I am 
not sufficiently acquainted with all that has passed between the Rajpoots 
and our government since the period of Monson’s defeat, to bo nWe to 
decide that we ought not to deliver them over to Scindiah, notwith- 
standing the favorable change which has taken place in the state and dis- 
positions of his councils. 

I regret that it has been necessary to allow Holkar to exist, and to be 
at lai’ge. I should be induced to suspect that he will never allow us to he 
at peace ; and without peace we cannot reduce the debt, which must ho 
the great object at present. However, if it was necessary to allow him to 
exist, T see but one amendment which could have been made to the treaty 
with him; that is, to have kept permanently Umber and Chandorc in llie 
Deccan, and some place of similar consequence in Hindustan, either in 
our own hands or those of our allies, as a perpetual memorial to the whole 
world that we had defeated him. Tlie powers of India will not now be- 
lieve that our moderation alone has occasioned the treaty which has been 
concluded! and I shall not be surprised if it give ground for a belief, the 
most erroneous, that Holkar’s power and his mode of warfare had been 
more destructive to us than the resources and the efficiency and discipline 
of the armies of the other Marhattas. 

In respect to the necessity of peace with Holkar, no man can be a 
judge of it who has not been in this country, who has not sat in the House 
of Commons, and had means of ascertaining the public opinion at its 
fountain head. I really believe, that in the opinion of die majority of 
people in this country, it would have been better to code the whole of 
Oude to Holkar than to continue the war with liim. 

As for myself, I am here in the command of a few troops stationed in 
ffiis part of the coast, the old landing place of William the Conqueror. 

X ou will have seen that I am in Parliament, and a most difficult and un- 
p easant game I have had to play in tlie present extraordinary state of 
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parties. I have desired Sydenham to send yon a copy of a speech which 
I made upon tlie budget. 

I have seen your brodiers, Pulteney and Charles, both well. The former 
is in the Doueijal, oif Brest ; the other unemployed in London. But Sir 
Thomas, whom I saw likewise, expects to be able to get a ship for Charles 
soon. I have tried a job for a relation of yours, * i= ♦ 
* * but without success ; but I will not lose sight of 

him. God bless you, my dear Malcolm ; don’t stay too long in India. 

P.S. Pray remember me most kindly to Wilks and all friends in Serin- 
gapatam. 

To Lieut. Col. Malcolm. Deal, lOtU Deo. 1806. 

I hear that tlie ships will soon sail from Portsmouth, and I will not 
allow them to go without a few lines, although I have but little to tell 
you. I know no more of public news than what you will sec in tlie news- 
papers, which, indeed, in these days contain every thing. You will reod 
with horror the accounts of the French successes against the King of 
Prussiaj hut will learn with pleasure that, considering the line of policy 
which tliat government had adopted for some years, those successes are 
not likely to do us any material mischief immediately, whatever may be 
the eventual consequence in relation to our ally the Emperor of Russia. 
Of the truth of this opinion I am thoroughly convinced, from a personal 
knowledge of facts, as well as hecause I know it is entertained by some 
for whose judgment I entertain the greatest respect. 

As for India, I know hut little I'espccting it. If I had been employed 
in North America, I might be informed and consulted on the measures to 
be adopted in India; but as it is, tliat is out of the question. Lord 
Minto will sail soon, I believe early in next niontli ; and Gen. Hewitt, 
who is appointed Commander in Chief, will go with him, or shortly after 
him. You will find this to be a sensible and goodnatured gentleman, and 
well disposed to carry on his business in the manner which experience 
has proved to he most suitable to the country. I doubt whether his 
health or his age will permit him to remain long or to he very active in 
the field. 

The last letter which I received from you was dated from Cawn- 
pore, in May, I believe ; but I sent it to Lord W., who has kept it. 
You are already acquainted with my opinion, generally, about your peace 
with Holkar and your treaty with Scindiah. I only wish that you had 
kept any thing from the former which might have been held out as a 
perpetual signal and memorandum to all India that he had been defeated 
by us ; for I am apprehensive that the opinion, to which I know all were 
inclined, that Holkar’s system of warfare was the same with the old Mar- 
hatta system, that it was the best against us, and that Scindiah was ruined 
by his adoption of a more regular system, than which nothing can he 
more erroneous, may occasion another war with a confederacy. I knov^ 
that we have no danger to apprehend from this war if we keep up, not so 
much the strength of- our armies as an equipment, and if our troop are 
commanded by officers who know how to make use of them. But I dread 
the expense and the effect which the renewal of these wars will have in 
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this country ; and I know full well that there are many delicate questions 
to be settled in the Maiiiatta Empire, the ai-rangement of which, in ponce, 
will require all the impression from former victories, all tlie vigor, all the 
prudence, and all the temper which have brought us through our former 
difBculties. The fault which I find with the peace with Holknr thcreff)ro 
is, that it has strengthened an erroneous opinion which deprives us of tlu* 
greatest advantage of our victories, viz., their iiuprcssioii, and that in this 
manner it will increase the chance of war upon the ocension of the 
arrangement of every question which remains to be settled in the Mnr- 
hatta Empire. The want of this impression renders the exercise of a 
vigorous administration nearly impracticable, excepting in a state of con- 
stant preparation for war, which, after all, is nearly as expensive as war 
itself ; and yet I don’t see how the goveimment in India is to be carried 
on excepting with vigor. 

I see no material objection to the treaty with Scindiah, and I believe 
that I recommended that the treaty of peace should be arranged upon the 
principles of that treaty ; and that a treaty to a similar purport should be 
concluded with Scindiah when the treaty of peace was arranged ditfer- 
ently. 

You will have heard with astonishment of ’s attack upon Lord 

Wellesley. The impudence of this gent, in setting himself up for West- 
minster has afforded an opportunity of unveiling him to tire public, and 
his character is now well known. Only think of that fellow standing for 
Westminster, and having been not far from carrying his election 111 He 
is not now in Parliament, and I doubt whether he will ever come in; and 
if he should not he in the House of Commons, it is not quite clear that 
any body will undertake the cause wWcli he will have left. But whether 
there should ho such a person or not, I have some reason to bcliovo that 
the House will not allow the business to be brought forward again, al- 
though from the state of parties I am afraid that it will not ho got rid of 
in the manner which would he most agreeable and honorable to Lord 
W. and his friends. You, who know him well, will be aware of the im- 
pression which all that has passed upon this subject, and the state of the 
public mind on Indian subjects generally, have made upon him. I shall 
not pretend to describe it to you in a letter; and I cannot venture to enter 
into particulars on many subjects on which I should write for your informa- 
tion, considering the danger to which letters are exposed on their passage, 
and the bad consequences which have resulted, and must always I'esult, 
from the publication of intercepted correspondence. 

Your brother is well, and off Brest in the Donegal. Charles has got a 
ship, and is, I believe, still at Plyraoutli. I have been endeavoring to 

do something for ’s brother, who is to he married to your sister, hut 

hitherto without success. Remember me most kindly to Wilks, Bar- 
clay, Symonds, and Piele, and all friends at Seringapatam ; also to Col. 
Close when you write to him. 

To Lieut Col. Malcolm. London, 23rd Fob. 1307. 

r hod intended to write to you by Lord Minto, hut ho left town very 
suddenly while I was hunting at Hatfield, and he had sailed before I heai-d 
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of his departure from London. But I hear that the Indiamen are to sail 
immediately, and I shall not suffer them to go without a letter. 

I shall not pretend to give you an account of the state of public affairs, 
of which you will be enabled to form a better juilgment by a perusal of 
the newspapers than by any thing 1 could write to you. The minority 
are certainly very strong in Parliament, and, I think, are getting on a 
little in the country. But they will never be so popular as Pitt was ; and 
I think that there are symptoms in lliis country and in Ireland which 
require the serious attention of every man who wishes for the continuance 
of the Empire and the prosperity of Great Britain. They are coming to 
their senses greatly about India, and I know tliat Tierney has some good 
principles in relation to that country, and that he would govern it well if 
he had the power. A revolution is also in progress, slowly but very cer- 
tainly, in the public mind, respecting the former system of government 
there, and that according to which affairs ought to be administered there 
in future. The Court of Directors are certainly less hostile than they 
were towards Lord Wellesley ; and, as for me, I have the most certain 
proofs that they are desirous that I should serve them again. All this looks 
well, and I am sanguine in my expectations that all difficulties upon these 
subjects will soon have been overcome. 

You will have been astonished at the career of — — » » 

your quondam friend and prol&gL He certainly was nearly being the 
representative of Weatminstei', owing partly to the unpopularity of 
Sheridan ; partly to his own impudence ; and partly to the power which 
Horne Tooke and Cohhott have acquired over the public mind. I was die 
first person who discovered that the cliaracteristics of were perseve- 

rance, effrontery, and impudence j and when you conceive such a character, 
you will not he astonished at all at what he has done, notwithstanding the 
kicks, cuffs, and buffeting which we gave him last year in Parliament, and all 

that he still threatens. He is not now in Parliament, and , 

who was one of his supporters last year, has announced his intention of 
moving a resolution on die transactions in Oude. He brings no charge, 
however, and he does not mean to criminate Lord Wellesley j and he has 
particularly stated that he does not think there is die smallest ground for 
attributing to Lord Wellesley the waste of the public money. We shall 
beat him, whatever may be the nature of his resolution. Another gentle- 
man, , has given notice of a day for moving again for die 

printing the Carnatic papers, with a view to the consideration of the trans- 
actions in the revolution in that country. We shall beat him likewise. 
You will readily believe that Lord Wellesley is much annoyed by all 
thisj but his mind is more composed, and he is more reconciled to his 
situation than he was last year. 

Alas ! my dear Malcolm, what has come over the army of Fort St. 
George P What are we to believe ? Is it possible that the Princes at 
Vellore can have corrupted the detachment at Hyderabad, at the distance 
of 500 miles ? Surely these Princes in confinement, and possessing but 
limited pecuniary means, could never have had the power of creating a 
general interest in their favor throughout the whole of the Native army 
of Fort St. George, dispersed as it is over thousands of miles ! ! ! I am all 
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anxiety upon this subject, and yet I have not received a line from a soul. 
Nobody believes the accounts which are received from India upon this 
subject, notwithstanding the credit and character of those who have trans- 
mitted them ; and the mind of every man is filled with suspicion and 
alarm. Surely those followers who went through the difficulties and 
dangers of the Marhatta campaigns cannot have broken their allegiance ! 
I can never believe it, till I shall see it proved in the clearest mtmner. 

I wish that you were now in Sngland ; but I doubt whether it will bo 
of any use to you to come hereafter. Government have some tlioughts of 

sending an embassy to Persia j ■ as the ambassador. 1 put 

a spoke in his wheel the other day, I think, in a conversation with , 

and urged him to get Lord Howick to appoint you. God knows whether 

I have succeeded in tlie last object, although I made it clear that 

was an improper man, and tliat you were the only one fit for the station. 
I do not recommend it to you to be in a hurry to come to England. 
Expenses here are very heavy, and fortunes very large. Notwitlistanding 
all the taxes and tlie rise in price of every article in life, there is more 
luxury than ever, more appearance of riches in the country, and more 
persons with large fortunes, and fewer with fortunes of a moderate ex- 
tent, than there were formerly. You could not exist in the way you would 
like under a much larger fortune than yon possess ; and take my word 
for it, you will lose nothing by staying away from England a little longer. 
Pray don’t forget to remember mo to all my friends, particularly to Wilks, 
Close, Barclay, Syraonds, Piele, Cole, if he should be with you, Buchan, 
&c., &c. Tell that I have endeavored to serve him in his dif- 

ficulties. The Court of Directors are outrageous against him, for no 

reason whatever ; and I am not sm'e that I have prevailed with to 

prevent them from venting their rage in paragraphs in a general letter. 
God bless you. 

7othe Duke of Richmond. London, 2;{|li .July, 1S07. 

You will have heard of the intended expedition from this country, the 
object of which is to attack the Danish island of Zealand, and to endeavor 
to obtain possession of the Danish fleet. The success, in my opinion, 
depends in a great measure upon the possibility of bringing the Danish 
army over from Holstein. If that should be possible, I think the success 
very problematical, as it may be depended upon that the Danes will be 
joined and assisted by the French, and, if the first can pass unmolested 
by our ships, the last will find no difficulty in passing. 

However, whatever may be the chance of success of the expedition, it 
would not answer for me to allow it to go on without expressing a desire 
to be employed upon it; I accepted my ofiSce in Ireland solely on the 
condition that it should not preclude me from such service when an op- 
portunity should offer; and I am convinced that, although you may feel 
some inconvenience from my tempoiriry absence, supposing that it is 
intended that I should return to you, or from the loss of the assistance 
of an old friend, supposing that it is not, you would bo the last man to 
desire or to wish that I should do any thing with which I should not ho 
satisfied myself ; and I acknowledge that I should not be satisfied if 1 
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allowed any opportunity of service to pass by without offering myself. 
Under these circumstances, I have desired to be employed, and I under- 
stand that, if the expedition should go on, I am to go with it. 

I do not know, and I have not asked, whether I am to return to my 
office when this coup de main shall have been struck, or shall have failed. 
All that I am to tell you is, that nothing will give me greater satisfaction 
than to assist you so long as I can he useful to you j and that I have been 
desired by Lord Hawkesbury and Lord Castlereagh to settle with Long 
to take charge of ray business in Parliament whilst I shall be absent. 

I shall write to you the particulars of every thing I shall hear or learn 
upon this subject. In the mean time I tell you that I heard a piece of 
news tliis morning, which looks very like a stop to the expedition, viz., 
that the Danes had already begun to move tlieir troops out of Holstein. 
If that is the case, we shall probably not go. In this state of uncertainty, 
I have not written to Lady Wellesley upon this subject, and it is as well 
not to say any thing to her about it, till it shall be positively settled that 
we are to go. 

To Lieut. Gen. Lord Cathcait^ K.T. ICioge, 10th Aug. 1807. 

According to the intention which I announced to your Lordship on 
the evening of the 2'Ith, I moved to Roeskild Kroe, and placed Col. Reden 
at Vallensbrek; and Gen. Linsengen marched yesterday morning to 
Roeskild : by these different movements his force became the right in- 
stead of the left. 

Having had reason to believe that the enemy still remained at Kioge, I 
determined to attack him tins day. I settled with Gen. Linsengen, tliat 
he should cross the Kioge rivulet at Little Salbye, and turn the enemy’s 
left flank, while I should move along the sea road towards Kioge, and 
attack him in front. 

Both divisions broke up this morning, and marched according to the 
plan concerted. Upon my approach to Kioge, I found the enemy in force 
on tlie north side of the town and rivulet, and they commenced a can- 
nonade upon the patroles of hussars in my front j they had 3 or 4 regular 
battalions formed in one line, with cavalry on both flanks, and apparently 
a large body beyond the town and rivulet. At tlic time agreed upon witli 
Gen. Linsengen, I formed my infantry in one line, with the left to the sea, 
having the 2 squadrons of hussars upon the right. There had been some 
appearance of a movement by the enemy to their left ; and I had not had 
any communication with Gen, Linsengen, and was not certain that he had 
passed the rivulet : I therefore thought it proper to make the attack in an 
echelon of battalions from the left j the whole covered by the 1st batt. 
95th regt.,* and by the fire of our artillery. It fell to the lot, of the 92nd 
regt. to lead this attack, and they performed their part in the most exem- 
plary manner, and were equally well supported by the 52nd and 43rd. 

The enemy soon retired to an intrenchment which they had formed in 
front of a camp on the north side of Kioge, and they made a disposition 

* Afterwards the Rifle Brigade, but at this time, and until the end of tbe war, known as 
the 05th 
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of their cavalry upon the sands to charge the 92nd in flanlc, while they 
should attack this intrenchment. This disposition obliged me to inovo 
Col. Reden’s hussars from the right to the left flank, and to throw the 
43rd into a second line ; and then the 92nd carried the intrenchment, and 
forced the enemy to retreat into the town in disorder. They were fol- 
lowed immediately in the most gallant style by Col, Roden and his 
hussars, and by the 1st batt. 95th regt., and afterwards by the whole of 
the infantry of my corps. Upon crossing the rivulet, we found Gen. 
Linsengen’s corps upon our right flank, and the whole joined in the pur- 
suit of the enemy. 

Major Gen. Oxholm, the second in command, who had joined the army 
with 4 battalions last night from the southern island, attempted to stand 
in the village of Hersolge, but he was attacked briskly by the hussars, 
with detachments of which were Capt. Blaquiere and Capt. Cotton of the 
Staff, and by a small detachment of the 1st of the 95th j and he was com- 
pelled to surrender, with Count Wedel Jarlsburg, several other officers, 
and 400 men. 

The loss of the enemy has been very great, many have fallen, and there 
are nearly 60 officers and 1100 men prisoners. In their flight tliey have 
thrown away their arras and clothing, and many stands of the former 
have fallen into our hands. I believe that we have taken 10 pieces of 
cannon ; but I have not yet received all tlie reports from the dotachmonts 
employed in the pursuit of the enemy. I have not seen Gen. Linsengen, 
as he is still out with his hussars ; but I understand that the enemy had 
destroyed the bridges at Little Salbye, which was the cause of the delay 
of his operations upon their flank. 

I cannot close this letter without expressing to your Lordship my sense 
of the good conduct of the troops ; all conducted themselves with die 
utmost steadiness ; but I cannot avoid mentioning particularly the 92nd 
regt., under the command of Lieut. Col. Napier ; the Ist batt. 95th regt., 
under the command of Lieut. Col, Beckwith ; the British ai’tillery, under 
the command of Capt. Newhouse j the Hanoverian hussars, under Col, 
Reden, and the Hanoverian light artillery, under Capt. Sympher, as a 
corps that had particular opportunities of distinguishing themselves : I 
am also much obliged to Gen. Linsengen and to Brig. Gen. R. Stewart, 
for the assistance I received from them in the formation and execution of 
tlie plan by which the enemy have been defeated. The officers of the 
Staff have also rendered me much assistance; and I’ must particularly 
mention Capt. Blaquiere and Capt. Colin Campbell. 

P.S. We have taken a large store of powder and other military stores 
in this town, which I propose to destroy, if I should not be able to prevail 
upon the Captain of one of His Majesty’s ships to take charge of them. 

To Lord Hawkesbury. Roeskild Kroe, 2Sth Aii|j. 1807. 

Lord Eosslyn landed at Kioge, and joined tlie army before Copenhagen, 
on the 22nd and 23rd, and on tliat day we found tliat the battery which 
had been constructed on the extremity of our left had not been so effectual 
a protection against the fii-e of the gun boats os had been expected. In 
fact, in an engagement between our gun craft and battery on our left on 
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one side, and the Crown battery and the enemy’s gun boats on the other, 
on the 23rd, the enemy had the best of it, and our boats were obliged to 
draw off. Lord Cathcart tlierefore determined to move on his centre and 
right j and on the morning of the 24th the whole line, with the exception 
of the extremity of the left, moved forward and established themselves 
without opposition in a line, at the distance of about 1700 yards from the 
town ; and my riflemen in the centre of the guards on the right were 
pushed considerably more forwai-d into the suburbs. On the 25th, Lord 
Rosslyn took up my position on the lines, as I was destined to destroy the 
collection of Danish troops and peasants which had been making in the 
neighbourhood of Roeskild ; and on the 25th, in the afternoon, tliere was 
Bome'appearance of an intention in the enemy to malce a sortie to drive in 
tlie riflemen and light infantry of the guards, which occupied the fau- 
bourgs in front of our line. I went down and assisted Lord Rosslyn, and 
we soon drove in the enemy entirely, and have established ourselves 
witliin 700 yards of the town, on the bank of the reservoirs of water for 
the supply of Copenhagen. The left made a forward movement at the 
same time, with the exception of its flank ; so that on the morning of the 
26th, when I marched, the army was securely established in a position 
within 700 yards of tlie works of the town. Lord Cathcart intended to 
establish mortar batteries at that distance, and then to summon the town. 
Since my departure' I hear that he has given them 24 hours to consider of 
his propositions ; and I learn that our battery upon the left has been more 
successful against the enemy’s craft ; that one vessel has blown up, and 
two have been sunk j and that on the right, where the enemy had brought 
gun craft, between Amag and the island of Zealand, a batteiy which has 
been constructed for the protection of the right flank has been equally 
successful. Unless tlie enemy should consent to our terms, I conclude 
that Lord Cathcart will commence the bombardment to-morrow morning, 
I acknowledge that I should prefer an establishment upon Amag, as a 
more.,Certain mode' of forcing a capitulation than a bombardment. In 
the Danes are fighting only for their credit ; it would be disgraceful 
not to bear a bombardment ; but no city with a population of 70,000 or 
80,000 inhabitants can he expected to hold out when out off from all sup- 
plies of provisions. Besides, I think that it behoves us to do as little 
•mischief to the town as possible, and to adopt any mode of reducing it, 
rather than bombardment. However, I am aware that no man can judge 
of the propriety of any particular plan of operations so well as the person 
who conducts them, and knows every thing ; and tiierefore I conclude 
that there are some strong reasons against the occupation of Amag, of 
which I am not aware : one of these is certainly the necessity of sending 
a detachment to disperse the collection of troops making near Roeskild, 
upon which service I am now employed with my own corps, and a part 
of the cavalry under Gen. Linsengen. I made a good forced march upon 
them yesterday, hut they avoided me, and are gone down to Kioge, and I 
propose to try again to-morrow. But the country is so much against us, 
that I can get no information excepting from our own patrolcs, and this 
deficiency of intelligence may protract the defeat or dispersion of the 
corps. Tlie troops continue very healthy, and behave tolei-ably well ; 
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they have done very well in the little affair which we have had before 
Copenhagen. Pray communicate this letter to Lord Castlereagh. 

To Lord Hawkesbuiy. Brasoiiborg, 3r(l Sqit. 1807. 

I marched on the morning after I wi'oto to you last, and defeated the 
Danish army at Kioge ; I don’t believe they have now a man in Zealand, 
excepting the cavalry and a few infantiy at Vordinborg, endeavoring to 
escape to the island of Falster, and my cavalry are gone after them. Not 
a man would have made his retreat if had carried, into exe- 

cution his part of the plan ; but, as it is, tliey have been stifllciently heat 
to prevent tlieir assembling again. I cannot tell you how the siege is 
going on j from what I have heard, however, I believe tliat the mortar 
batteries were prepared only yesterday, » * * *• 

We had possession of the ground for them on the 2.'5th at night, and 
their mortar batteries were not prepared to open till the 2nd Sept, in 
the moraing ! Although the success at Kioge must have some effect 
upon the garrison of Copenhagen, I conceive that it will still be necessary 
to occupy Amag, and I have proposed a plan to Lord Cathcart for tliat 
purpose, which I am willing to carry into execution myself now that I 
have nothing more to do in this part of the country, or to aid any other 
officer to carry it into execution, if he should tliink it necessary to employ 
another. 

To Lord Hiwkesbury. Head quarters neat Copenlmgen, 8tb Sept. 1807. 

Lord Cathcart sent for me the day before yesterday from my detach- 
ment in the country,* and in the course of that night I settled with the 
Danish commissioners the capitulation of the town and citadel of Copen- 
hagen, which, of course, will be sent to England by this opportunity. I 
have only to observe upon tliis instrument that it contains the absolute 
and unconditional cession of the fleet and naval stores, and gives us 
the possession of those military points which are necessary in order to 
enable us to equip and carry away the vessels. This was all that we 
wanted ; and in every thing else I did all in my power to conciliate the 
Danes. 

They certainly are much irritated against us, so much so tliat the 


* Lieut. Gen. Lord Cathcart, K.T., to Viset. Castlereagh. Copniliagen, 8tli Sept. 1807. 

On the evening of the 5th Sept, a letter was sent by the Danish General, to 
propose an armistice of 24 hours, lor preparing on agreement on which articles of 
capitulation might he founded. The armistice was declined, as tending to unne- 
cessary delay, and the works were continued; hut flie firing was countermanded, 
and Lieut. Col. Murray was sent to explain that no proposal of capitiUation could 
he listened to, unless accompanied by the surrender of the fleet. 

This basis having been admitted by a subsequent letter, ou the Otli, Major Gcii. 
Sir A. Wellesley, whom I had sent for, for this purpose, from his command in tlic 
country, where he had distinguished liimself in a manner so honorable to lunisclf 
and so advantageous to the public, was appointed, with Sir H. Popbniu and Lieut. 
Col. Murray, to prepare and sign articles of capitulation; and those ofiicers 
having insisted on proceeding immediately to business, the capitulation was drawn 
up in the night between the Ctli and 7tli.f 


f See Marten’s Treaties, &c. 
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Danish officers who settled the capitulation apprehended a riot among the 
sailors and the Burgher militia on account of the cession of the fleet; and 
the officers of the navy, in particular, were likely to be much irritated. On 
this account, and because we command it completely from the citadel and 
dockyard, I did not ask for the Crown battery ; and indeed I must add that 
we have no claim to this work, not having, I believe, fired one shot into it 
from the moment we approached the place. 

I might have carried our terms higher ; and in contemplation of a 
notion hinted in a letter from Lord Csmtlereagh to Lord Cathcart, of keep- 
ing possession of Zealand, 1 might have gone so far as to demand the 
cession of the town entirely. But I have to observe that we are not aware 
what was the inducement to agree to any capitulation ; I suspect it was 
want of powder, and, if it was so, lliey must have agreed to any terms ; 
hut if tlieir only inducement was, as they said, the damage which they had 
received, and the greater damage they might receive, from the bombard- 
ment, terras which went to place us in their town, or to disgrace their 
burghers or their marine, particularly their" officers, might have been 
rejected. Then I was to consider the state of the siege, their means of 
defence, and your call from England for the troops ; none of which afforded 
inducements to press heavier terms upon them. 

As to Lord Castlereagh’s hint to Lord Cathcart, more as a point for 
deliberation than any thing else, it is quite out of the question. In the 
first year it would he nccessoiy to have in Copenhagen a garrison of 
10,000 men, and twice that number in the country. Those numbers 
might bo dimmishod afterwards in proportion as we should conciliate the 
Danes to us and our government, and as we should bring the native popu- 
lation forward in our defence. But it could not be much diminished, and 
the naval blockade would he to he kept up necessarily until the Crown 
Prince and the powers of Europe should have consented to our possessing 
the island. 

I have gone thus far into the consideration of the terms of the capitula- 
tion, which I must odd are highly satisfactory to tlie army, not in order to 
justify them, for I am convinced that you and your friends will approve 
of them, hut in order to show you that I took the whole subject into con- 
sideration ; and I have only now to add that the Admiral and Lord Cath- 
cart authorised us to take tlie fleet on the terms on which we first offered 
to hold it. 

I am going tliis morning to join my corps in the country in order to 
draw it in gradually. I shall ask Lord Cathcart’s leave to go to England 
immediately, and I hope to see you soon after you will receive this letter. 

To Col. Malcolm. Dublin Castle, 15Ui Oct. 1807. 

I received your letters, written in March, a few days ago upon ray 
return from Zealand; and I took care to communicate to Mr. Dundas 
your sentiments on the state of the army and on the causes which have 
led to the unpleasant temper which appears to exist in it. I agree with 
you entirely in some of your opinions on the causes which have produced 
this temper, particularly among the officers ; and I also agree in your 
opinions on the remedies which ought to be adopted. Fh’mness of temper 
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and uniformity and good sense in conduct by the government would soon 
bring all about ; and I have no doubt whatever that if it should please the 
government here to send me to India again, I should have it in my power 
to re-establish the temper and spirit of the army in the manner in which 
it existed in our better times. I acknowledge, however, that I have not 
much fear for tlie safety of Indio, even if things should remain some time 
longer as they are. No country was ever lost by the mutiny, much loss 
by the discontent, of its troops ; and I am not quite certain that in order to 
produce radical good, it is not requisite to show the necessity of a ct)in- 
plete change in respect to Indian manners and opinions, and to let matters 
continue for some time longer in the unpleasant state in which they are. 
But I have no inclination to refuse my services in that country, if they 
should be called for at present, or to do any thing here to servo those 
for whom I must ever retain the strongest sentiments of gratitude and 
affection. 

I don’t think it probable that I shall be called upon to go to India, 
The fact is that men in po^er in England think very little of that coun- 
try, and those who do think of it feel very little inclination that I should 
go there. Besides that, I have got pretty high upon the tree since I came 
home, and those in power think that I caimot well he spared from objects 
nearer home. At the same time the Indians in London arc crying out 
for my return. 

1 shall not pretend to give you any news. You will see the accounts of 
our Zealand expedition, which has had great effect in London, and has 
added to the popularity and strength of the ministry. The Danes did not 
defend themselves very well, and 1 think we might have taken the capital 
with greater ease than we forced them to the capitulation which I settled 
with them. I am now come here in consequence of tlie disturbed state of 
this country, and I shall stay here until the meeting of Parliament. I 
strongly recommend you not to return homo as long as your health will 
permit you to remsiu in India, and as you can retain office. Take my 
word for it, you ore not yet sufficiendy rich ; you will have to return 
mere, and you may possibly find It difficult to get employineut in tbo 
Ime to which you are so weU suited, and to which you have always been 
accustomed. 

Remember me most kindly to Wilka, Close, Barclay, and all friends. 


To Lieut. Col. Malcolm. ggj,, 

I beg leave to congratulate you on your marriage, and to assure you that 
1 rejoice most sincerely in an event which is so likely to contribute to 
your happiness. I beg that you ivill present my best respects to Mrs. 

Malcolm, to whom 1 hope you will introduce me at the first convenient 
moment. 

My time has been so much occupied by my official and other duties, that 
I have really not had a moment which I could devote to my friends in 
I you, however, that I have not forgotten tliem or thoir 

oir- 

wavlTt T ? V ^ « this country much in the same 

way that I was m India; that is to say, in everything : but there are cir- 
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cumslances in this country which render all employment unpleasant, and 
make it difficult to perform those services to tlie public in which every 
good man must be desirous to have a share. 

Lord Wellesley has got the hotter of the impressions that the base 
attacks upon him had made upon his mind. He has lately made a most 
distinguished speech in the House of Lords, and I have no doubt will 
come forward frequently in the same way. I hope that we shall be able 
to bring the House of Commons to a vole on the Oude case, in die course 
of next week; not that I think dial it signifies essentially whether we do 
or not, as time has had its usual effect upon the sense or folly of the 
public, and has convinced them that the man they have been in die habit 
of abusing was the best Governor for India. It is desirable, however, 
to come to a vote on this question, as several of Lord Wellesley’s Indian 
friends are anxious about it, as well os others who have more respect than 

I have for what passes in Parliament. is arrived, and 

appeared inclined to bring himself before die House of Commons ; a plan 
from which I advised him to desist, and rather to pocket all his grievances 
and affronts than to expose himself to an attack for years, to defend him- 
self from which would occupy his whole time, and expose him to frequent 
mortifications, I shall recommend the same line of conduct to my friend 
, who, I find from a letter received from him, is likewise dis- 
posed to bring himself before the House of Commons. 

I think the state of India is uncomfortable. I don’t like the con- 
tinued want of confidence between the officers and soldiers of the army of 

Fort St. George ; still loss so do I like the proceedings of in 

Persia. I am convinced they would have been of no avail if the govern- 
ment had sent you to Persia, as I recommended long ago. However, it 
cannot now he helped. The state of affairs in Persia creates great 
anxiety here, hut it is of that nature that you have occasionally witnessed 
in timid and undecided men, who fear something they know not what, 
and are more afraid of die remedy than they are of die danger to which 
they are exposed. Pray remember me most kindly to Wilks, Close, 
Barclay, Symonds, Freere and Mrs. Freere, and Purneab, and all friends 
at Scringapatam. 


To llie Et. Hon. H. Duivlns. Dublin Castle, 20th April, 1808. 

I have perused with great attention the paper which you enclosed widi 
your letter of the 15th. My opinion is, that you ought to make an effort 
to meet the enemy, if possible, upon the Indus; although that opinion is 
much qualified by a variety of considerations which I shall now suggest 
to you. 

Ist. The art of crossing rivers is now so well understood, and has been 
so frequently practised, and so invariably, I believe, with success, in the 
late wars in Europe, that we cannot hope to defend the Indus, as a barrier. 
It is true that the enemy will not he in possession of the resources and 
means which they could apply to such an operation on a river in Italy or in 
Germany ; hut they will experience no want of sue^^Stto^^os thafegoun- 
try will afford; and I have made as good a 
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(which are described in Ceesar, and are in use all over India, the materials 
for which are to bo found every where) as I could have made of the best 
pontoons. T acknowledge, therefore, that although, in tliis irapendiug 
war, I should seize Attock at an early period, I should endeavor to make 
the Indus the seat of its operations ; I have no groat reliance upon tliat 
river as the barrier to India. 

2ndly. If it be true that we cannot rely upon the defence of the Indus, 
although it is desirable to try it, and to carry the war into the countries 
on its banks, the q^uestion is, what preparatory steps ought to be ordered 
from hence ? We must look to the state of the finances, to Uie fears and 
jealousies which will be excited throughout India by a very large early 
preparation, to a corresponding preparation by those in whom those fears 
and jealousies will be excited, to the state of inefficiency and apathy in 
which an army becomes in that country when long assembled in prepara- 
tion and does not act. 

The measures which I should recommend would be founded, 1st, upon 
the conviction that the Indus cannot be completely defended, do what you 
will ; and, 2ndly, upon the considerations above referred to, of the incon- 
venience and evils resulting from a large early preparation to meet the 
enemy on that river. 

I shall not now enter into a detailed consideration of all the points to 
which I have above referred. I shall only tell you that experience has 
convinced me, and, I believe, the late Lord Lake, that active operations 
are not to be carried on in tlmse countries without the assistance of large 
bodies of the country light troops. In this supposed war they would be 
absolutely necessary, to enable us to cope at all with the same description 
of troops which will be brought from the northera parts of Asia by our 
enemies ; and I leave you to judge of the extent of abuse and expense 
which will attend the employment of troops of this description before the 
period of their active operations will arrive. 

The meastu'e which I should recommend to you would be to assemble 
your British army in the cantonments upon the Ganges and the Jumna, 
and in the neighbourhood of Delhi j to form your magazines for its support; 
to adopt all the preparatory measures for its taking the field at the shortest 
notice which do not create large expense, and even those which do create 
a large expense, the completion of which would require much time; to 
form arrangements with the chiefs and leaders of the country light troops 
for their junction with the British army, when their services should be 
called for. 

^ Then I should assemble in the field in front of Delhi a large corps con- 
sisting of from 6000 to 10,000 men, including a good proportion of the 
British cavalry and a body of from 2000 to 3000 of country light troops, 
and provided with a small battering train, the object of which should bo to 
cover the cantonments of the army, and to be in readiness to move with 

rapidity and seize , as soon as intelligence should be received of the 

intended advance of the enemy. The main body of your army would follow 
and support this corps, and either the defence of the Indus might be under- 
taken, or any other measure might be adopted which would appear most 
advisable at the time. 
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If the hattlo is to be fought upon the Indus, it will he absolutely neces- 
sary to station reserves upon the Bundelcund frontier, on the Jumna, and 
one in the country of the Seiks. But 1 do not now propose to enter so 
much into detail upon this subject as to point out the situation of tliese 
re.serves. The station for tlie Bombay ti-oops in Guzerat ought to depend 
upon the temper and inclinations of Seindiah and Ilolkar. If all is i-ight 
in these quarters, the Bombay troops might be assembled at Ahmedabad, 
from whence they would threaten tlie enemy’s right flank j if not, I am 
afraid it would be necessary to move them towards Dohud. It is certain, 
however, that the enemy cannot spread in the direction of Guzerat ; and 
indeed the Bombay troops would not find it an easy matter to move 
northward, excepting in the winter, from Ahmedabad, on account of the 
dilficulty of tlie Desert, and of the Ajmeer and Oudepoor countries. 

Before I left India I gave in a plan for the positions of the subsidiaiy 
forces serving with the Peshwah and tlie Nizam, which, however, I am 
afraid that they have never been able to carry into execution. It went to 
the establishment of these corps upon the river Godavery, in communica- 
tion with each other. If this plan had been adopted, no foreigners could 
enter the Deccan. Even as it is, not a shot has been fired in the Deccan 
since the year 1S03. But if this great attack should be made upon Hin- 
dustan, the subsidiary forces must be moved up to the northern frontier, 
towards the Taptee. If Seindiah should misbehave, one of them should 
move across the Taptee and Nerbudda, and co-operate with the Bombay 
troops against him ; and this corps ought to be replaced in the Peshwali’s 
territories by the advance of a corps of the same strength from Mysore. 
Tlien you ought to have on the frontier of Mysore a reserve in the field. 

In respect to the flotilla, the expense of it will be enormous, and the 
utility very doubtful. The enemy cannot spread to the Lower Indus ; if 
they could, they would then fall in with the pirates, who would stop them, 
or they must subdue the pirates. If we send a flotilla to the Lower Indus, 
we must begin by subduing the pirates, and, when we shall have effected 
that object, as we cannot afford a sufficient army to protect ourselves there, 
we shall have deprived ourselves of our best barrier in that quarter, for 
the enemy would not be able to do more than drive the pirates from their 
establishments on the continent, considering the naval means which the 
latter have. 

My opinion therefore is, that, instead of forming a large flotilla, wc 
should encourage the pirates in tlie mouths of the Indus and in the gulf 
to defend themselves ; and that we should aid them to that end as fai' ns 
may be in our power. However, 1 may be mistaken upon this point, for 
I do not exactly recollect all that bears upon it, and I am writing to you 
witliout either paper or a map to refer to. 

P.S. I sail to-night, and hope to be in London on Monday. 

To the Duke of Richmond. London, 4lh Jane, 1808. 

i9( t(i « « >f« # 

The government has lately been talking to me about taking the com- 
mand of the corps which is to be assembled at Cork, wbich is destined for 
Spain, but nothing is yet settled about it. I am convinced that I need 
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make no apology to you for taking it, for if you were in my eitimtion you 
would do the same ; nor need I say much to produce a conviction upon 
yomr mind, that if tliis service should separate me from you, it will bo a 
source of the greatest regret to me. Till this is certain it is useless to say 
more upon the subject ; hut I cannot inform you even of the chance that 
it may happen without expressing to you how sensible I am of all your 


H. n. H. die Commandec in Chief to Lieut. Gen.'* die Hun. Sir A. Wellesley, IC.B. 

Horse Guards, 14th June, ISdS. 

His Majesty having been graciously pleased to appoint you to die command of 
a detachment of his army, to he employed upon a particular service, I have to ' 
desire that you will be pleased to take the earliest opportunity to assume tlic com- 
mand of this force, and carry into effect such instructions as you may receive from 
His Majesty's ministers. 

The force which His Majesty has been pleased to place mider your command 
consists of the following corps : 

Hoyal artillery 


Royal Stair corps, detacliment 
a9m foot 

'*32nd , , 1st bad. 

*50tli .. 
i'82nd . . 


With Major Gen. Spencer. 


To proceed from Cork. 


•fldi . . 

«flth .. 

*3atli .. 

•40th .. 

ootii . . Sdi 

•7l8t .. lat 
*9Ut .. 

9Sdi, 4 companies 

4th Royal vet. halt. 

And the Staff f appointed to tliis force is composed as follows : 

Major Gens. Spencer, Hill, Fei'gueon. 

Brig. Gens. Nightuigall, Fane, Catliii Craufurd. 

On all subjects relating to your command you will be pleased to correspond 
with me, and you will regularly communicate to me all military transaotions ia 
which you may he engaged, reporting to me all vacancies that may occur in the 
troops imder your command j and as the power of appointing to commissions is 
not vested in you, you will be pleased to recommend to me sucli ofScers ns mnv 
appear to you most deserving of promotion, stating the special reasons, where sneh 
recommendations are not in the usual ohoimcl of seniority. 

As the regiments marked thus (*), under your command, have 2nd battalions 
attached to them, and which remain in this country, it is necessary that I should 
acquaint you ^at the first battalions under your orders hoiiig composed exclusively 
of the senior ofiScers of their respective ranks, such vacancies ns may occm- tliereiu, 
by promotion or casualty, must unavoidably be suiiplied by ollioors from tlio 2nd 
battalions, ivho will be ordered immediately to join, on such vacancies being made 
known to me. 

Should you have occasion to recommend any gentleman for an ensigney, you 
will be pleased to make known his address, in order that, if His Majesty should be 
pleased to confirm tlie recommendation, he may be directed to join the corps im- 
mediately on his appointment. * 

Yon will transmit, monthly, returns of the troops under your command to the 
bee. at War,_ and to the Adj. General, for my information ; and you will strictly 
adhere to His Majesty’s regulations, in regard to the pay, clothing, and appoint- 
ments of the troops ; and your special attention must necessarily ho directed to 
then discipline, and to the interior economy of tlie different corps, wliioh is so 

essential, 

1808^** promoted to the rank of Lieut. General on flie 2fltU April, 

f The names of the othcrmililary and civil Staff oBicers are too numerous for insertion. 
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kindness and confidence in me, and how happy I should have heen to have 
continued to assist you in the performance of the arduous duties which you 
have undertaken. The ministers are not yet quite agreed about sendiiig 
me, and I think that they are rather inclined to keep me. 

Don’t mention this subject, as I don’t write it to Lady W. till it shall 
■ be positively determined. 

P.S. I enclose Mr. Rennie’s report on the Hovvth harbour. 


essential, not only to the comfort of the soldier, hut to the preservation of his 
health under every change of climate to which he may be exposed. 

Under the head of pay, 1 have to direct your attention to the instructions of the 
Paymasters General to their deputy, respecting the usual stoppages being de- 
ducted from the pay of the several Staff officers, and to which you are requested 
to give the most punctual attention. 

You will be vested with the usual powers of convening General Courts Martial, 
upon which subject I have to observe that, as great inconvenience has arisen to 
the service from officers commanding on foreign stations having permitted pri- 
soners to return to England prior to the proceedings and opinion of the Court 
Martial having been submitted to the King, 1 have to request that, in all cases 
wliere any person whatever may be tried by a General Court Martial, and where 
your powers are not sufficient to enable you to decide finally upon the proceedings, 
opinion, and sentence of the Court, you do not permit the prisoner to return to 
England until His Majesty’s commands shall have been duly communicated to you 
through tile proper channel for that purpose, 

1 have likewise to acquaint you, that as many General officers, from the best 
motives, have taken upon themselves to commute sentences of capital punislnnent 
to transportation for a term of years, or for life, when it is found that no such 
power is delegated by His Majesty, and, consequently, that the whole of the pro- 
ceedings may be thereby rendered nugatory, it will be necessary tliat your parti- 
cular attention sboidd bo given to the powers granted to you by His Majesty's 
warrant ou this subject, in order to prevent you from inadvertently falling into a 
similar irregularity. 

It is particularly desirable that the officer, and the head of the Q. M. Gen.’s 
staff, should be directed to keep a journal, or other memorandum, descriptive of 
the movements of the troops, and occurrences in which thejr are engaged ; as also, 
that he siiould take and collect plans of the harbours, positions, or fortified places, 
in which the troops may be, for the purpose of being transmitted to me and 
lodged in the military depdt. 

In all points where any question or doubt may arise, and in which you may be 
desirous of receiving further and more specific instructions, you will always find 
me ready to pay the earliest attention to your representations. 

Viset. Castlereagb '* to Lieut. Gen, the Hun, Sir A. Wellesley, IC.B. 

Downing Street, 21st June, 180S. 

Our accounts from Cadiz are bad ; no disposition there or in the neigliboutbood 
of Gibraltar to move; Gen. Spencer returning to Gibraltar; tlie proceedings, 
however, in the northern provinces were not tlien known. It is material to know 
the effect produced by iliat effort which may be hourly expected. 

Tlie cabinet are desirous of postponing, till they hear again, their final decision 
on your instructions, being nnwilling you should get too far to the southward, 
whilst the spirit of exertion appears to reside more to the nortliward. 

Hitherto, no time, in fact, has been lost, as your equipment cannot be assembled 
at Cork for some days. The arms and cavalry transports are not yet got to 
Portsmouth, and it is better to bring the whole together than to trust to junctions 
on the coast of Spain. 

You will have the goodness to order the transports to be kept fully victualled 
whilst in port, tliat you may carry with you a full supply. 

* Secretary of State for the Department of War and Colonies until Nov. 1809, when he 
was succeeded by the Earl of Liverpool. 

VOX.. HI. 
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To Major Gen. Hill.* Dublin CusIIk, 23nl Juncj IROR. 

I rejoice extremely at die prospect 1 have before me of serving again 
with you, and 1 hope that we shall have more to do than wo had on the 
last occasion on wliioh wo were together. 

I propose to leave town for Cork as soon as I shall receive my instruc- 
tions from London. I understand that every tiling has sailed from Eng- 
land which is to go with us ; and the horses belonging to the Irish Com- 
missariat will be at Cork, I hope, before the transports shall have arrived 
in which they are to be embarked. Let me hear from yon if yon learn 
any thing respecting them. Tlie dragoons are to come direct from Eng- 
land to the rendezvous, and will not detain us at Cork. 

I enclose a list of the names of the officers appointed to be D. A. A. G. 
and D. A. Q. M. G. Major Arbuthnot t will probably be in Dublin this 
day, and I shall send him to Cork immediately, and you will put him in 
charge of the A. G.’s department. You will put the senior of the list of 
A. B. Q. M. G. in charge of tliat department, and give him the enclosed 
return of camp equipage and stores embarked in the Grinjield trans- 
port. I had understood that I was to have had stores of this description 
for 8000 men ; and I shall be obliged to you if you will desire the head 
of the Q. M. G.’s department to inquire whether there arc in the transport 
any more camp equipage stores besides those contained in tlio enclosed 
return. 

I beg you to arrange for the embarkation of the D. A, A. G,, and tlie 
D. A. Q. M. G. ; probably they and the Commissaries had best go in Uie 
horse ships. 

I understand there is a vessel at Cork to carry 36 horses for the 
officers, besides those intended for the Commissariat horses ; and I shall be 
obliged to you if you will desire that spare room may be kept for my 
horses, and those of my aides de camp, which will arrive at Cork in a 
day or two. 

There remains nothing now but to brigade the troops, which may ho a 
convenience for the present, and give us the assistance of the General 
officers in the different arrangements which may bo necessary on board 
the transports. But what we shall do now can only bo temporary, as the 
whole corps must necessarily be new modelled when we join Gen. Spencer. 
The Veteran battalion must be put out of the question, as that corps must 
go into the garrison of Gibraltar. 

The corps might be brigaded as follows : the 95th and tlie 5th batt. of 
the 60th; the 5th, 9th, and 38th; the 40th, 71st, and 91st. You will 
alter this arrangement, if the corps belonging to your brigade are not put 
together, and you will put such (if all the corps of your brigade are not 
embarked for this service) corps as you please with the 9tln Lot Gen. 
Fane then command the light brigade ; Gen. Craufurd the Highlanders ; 
and Gen. Ferguson, who belongs to Spencer’s corps, that brigado which 
has been, and will hereafter be yours. The Veteran battalion to report to 
Gen. Fane, until it shall be otherwise disposed of. 

Pray let me hear from you, and acquaint me with all your wants, and 

* The lute Gen. Ijonl Hill, fl.C.B. 
t Ucut. Gcu. Sir T. Arlmtliniil, K.C.H. 
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whether I can do any thing for you here. Y ou will readily believe that I 
have plenty to do, in closing a government in such a manner as that I may 
give it up, and taking the command of a corps for service ; but I shall 
not fail to attend to whatever you may write to me. 

To Major Gen. Hill. Dublin Castle, 29th June, 1808. 

I desired Torrens to write to you yesterday, to tell you it was probable 
that we should be detained till the cavalry should come round from Ports- 
mouth 5 and I have now to request that you will make arrangements with 


Viset. Castleieagh to laeut. Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, IC.B. 

Downing Street, SOih June, 1808. 

The occupation of Spain and Portugal by the troops of France, and the entire 
usurpation of their respective governments by that power, hos determined His 
Majesty to direct a corps of his troops, as stated in the margin, to be prepared for 
service, to be employed, under your orders, in counteracting die designs of the 
enemy, and in affording to the Spanish and Portuguese nations every possible aid 
in throwing off the yoke of France. 

You will receive, enclosed, the communications which have been made by the 
deputies of the principality of Asturias, and the kingdom of Galicia, to His Ma- 
jesty’s government, togetlier with the reply which His Majesty has directed to be 
made to their demand of assistance. 

I also enclose a statement of the supplies which have been already dispatched 
to the port of Gijon, for the use of the people of Asturias. 

As the deputies from the above provinces do not desire the employment of any 
corps of His Majesty’s troops in the quarter of Spain from whence they are imme- 
diately delegated ; but have rather pressed, as calculated to operate a powerftil 
diversion in their favor, the importance of directing the efforts of tlie British 
troops to the expulsion of the enemy from Portugal, that the insurrection against 
the French may thereby become general throughout that kingdom us well os 
Spain, it is therefore deemed expedient that your attention should be immediately 
directed to that object. 

The dilHouity of rotuming to the northward with a fleet of transports, at this 
season of the year, renders it expedient that you should, in tlie first instanee, pro- 
ceed with the armament under your orders off Cape Finisterre. You will, your- 
self, precede them in a fast sailiiig frigate to Corufia, where you will have the best 
means of learning the actual state of things, both in Spain and Portugal; andof 
judging how far tlie corps under your immediate orders, either separately or rein- 
fovoedhy Major Gen. Spencer’s corps, can be considered as of siifflcient strength 
to undertake an operation against the Tagus. 

If you should be of opinion, from the iuformation you may receive, that the 
enterprise in question cannot be undertaken without waiting for reinforcements 
from home, you will communicate, confidentially, to the provisional government 
of Galicia, that it is material to the interests of the common cause that your arma- 
ment should be enabled to take an anchorage to tlie northward of the Tagus, till 
it can bo supported by a further force from borne ; and you will _mako arrange- 
ments with ^em, for having permission to proceed with it to Vigo, where it is 
conceived it can remain wim not less security than in the harbour of Ferrol, and 
from which it can proceed to the southward with more facility than from the latter 
port. 

In case you should go into Vigo, you will send orders to Major Gen. Spencer 
to join you at that place, should he have arrived off the Ta^s, in consequence of 
the enclosed orders ; and you will also transmit home suoli information as may 
enable His Majesty’s ministers to take measures for supporting your corps from 
lienee. 

With a view to the contingency of your force being deemed unequal to the 
operation, an additional corps of 10,000 men has been ordered to be prepared for 

service, 
c 2 
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the agent of transports, that the soldiers embarked may have fresh provi- 
sions and vegetables every day ; and that the stock of provisions in the 
transports may be kept np to the original quantity which each is capable 
of containing. I also think it very desirable that the soldiers shimlil 
have permission to go ashore as they may wish, under such regulations ns 
you may think proper; and that the regiments should bo sent ashore and 
exercised in their turns. 

I request you to arrange these matters with the agents of the transports, 
which can easily be done by a good management of the ships’ bouts, t 
shall let you know as soon as I hear any thing certain of the cavalry. 


service, and which, it is hoped, may he ready to proceed in ahoiit 3 weeks from 
the present time. 1 enclose such information as we are in possession of with 
respect to the enemy’s force in Portugal ; a considevahlo proportion of which is 
said to have been lately moved to Almeida, on the north-eastern frontier. _Yon 
will, no doubt, he enabled to obtain more recent information at CoruGn, in aid of 
which Lieut. Col. Brown has been ordered to proceed to Oporto, and to meet you, 
with such intelligence as he can procure, off Cape Finisterre. 

An officer of engineers, acquainted with the defences of the Tagus, has also 
been .sent off tlie lagiis to make observations, and to prep.irc information for your 
consideration with respect to the execution of the proposed attack on the Tagus. 
'I'he result of his inquiries he will he directed to transmit also to the rendezvous 
off Cape Finisterre, remaining liimself off the 'rngns till your arrival. 

You are authorised to give the most distinct assurances to the Bpanish and 
Portuguese people, that His Mmesty, in sending a force to their assistance, baa no 
other object in view than to afford them the most unqnalilied and disinterested 
support; and in any arrangements tliat you may be called upon to innke with 
either nation, in the prosecution of the common cause, you will act with the 
utmost liberality aud confidence, and upon the principle that his Majesty’s oiulcn- 
vors are to be directed to aid the people of Spain and Portugal in restoring and 
maintaining against France the independence and integrity of their respective 
inonatchies. 

In the rapid succession in which events must be expected to follow c.-icli other, 
situated as Spain and Portugal now are, much must he left to your judgment and 
decision on the spot. 

His Majesty is graciously pleased to confide to you tlie.fulleBt discretion to act 
according to circumstances for the -benefit of his service ; and you may rely on 
your measures being favorably interpreted, and receiving tlie most cordial support. 

You will facilitate, as much as possible, communications between the respcctivo 
provinces and colonies of Spain, and reconcile, by your good offices, any diflbr- 
ences that may arise between them in the execution of tlie common purpose. 

Should any serious division of sentiment occur, with respect to the nature of 
the provisional government which is to act during the present in/errcfiitm, or with 
respect to the Prince in whose name the legal authority is considered as vested by 
the captivity or abdication of certain branches of the Royal family, you will avoid, 
as far as jpossible, taking any part in such discussions, without the express au- 
thority of your government. 

^ You wm, however, impress upon the minds of persons in authority, that, con- 
sistently with the effectual assertion of their independence, they cannot possibly 
acknowledge the King or Prince of Asturias as, at present, possessing any au- 
thority whatever, or consider any act done by them as valid until they return 
within the country, and become absolutely free agents. That they never can bo 
considered fi-ee so long as they shall be prevailed oil to acquiesce in the continu- 
ance of French troops either m Spain or Portugal. 

^0 entire and absolute evacuation of the Peninsula, by the troops of Franco, 
what has lately passed, the only security for Spanish indopcndcncc, 
and the only basis upon which the Spanish natiun should be prevailed upon to 
treat ur to lay down their arms. 
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To Brig. Gen. the Hon. C. Stewart.* Dublin Castle, 25th June, 1808. 

I enclose some papers whidi I have received respecting the state of the 
transports at Cork. The troops are certainly too much crowded ; and I 
recommend that those which can he quartered within one day’s march of 
Cork may be landed, unless it be certain that we shall go immediately. 
The troops would be on board before I should get to Cork, if they should 
be landed and marched only one day’s march into tlie country ; and they 
would certainly benefit by this arrangement. 

To Major Gen. Hill. Dublin Castle, 28th .Tune, 1808. 

I received your letter of the 27th this morning, and I am glad to find 
that you can make arrangements for landing the corps so frequently. It 
will tend much to the health of the men, and will make them feel less 
unpleasantly the heat and confinement of the transports. 

* Gen. die Marquis of Londomlcrty, G.C.6., brother to the late Marquis of London* 
derry, K.G., then Lord Castlereagh. 


Viset. Castlereagh to Lieut. Gen. tlie Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. 

Downing Street, 30lh June, 1808. 

Since my instructions to you. No. 1, were closed, advices liave been received 
froin Sir C. Cotton, off the Tagus. Tlie intelligence therein conveyed docs not 
require that I should vary any part of those instructions, except in so far as to 
direct that, instead of going yourself to Corufia, you should send a confidontifd 
officer to that port, to execute that part of your instructions, and to meet you off 
Cape Finisterve, or to follow you to tlie Tagus. You will, of course, feel it of the 
most pressing importance that your armament should proceed off the Tagus, not 
separating yourself from it, with the least possible delay. The artillery prepara- 
tion, which was ordered to be in readiness for 1st J uly, with a view to another 
service, has been embarked with 6 additional 10 inch mortars, and will sail from 
the river to-morrow. It will be directed to proceed immediately off the Tagus. 
2 additional hattalions, at present cantoned in tlie neiglibourhood of Cork, tlie 
36tk and dSth, consisting of about 1200 men, have been ordered to embark, and 
join your force ; for the reception of which, and to prevent tlie troops already 
embarked from being too much crowded, 3000 tons of transports sailed this day 
from the Downs, with a fair wind; as did also the 20th light dragoons ffom 
Portsmouth. 

I consider, therefore, that every part of your equipment has been forwarded 
from hoiioe ; and, 1 trust, you will find the whole ready to proceed upon your 
arrival at Cork. But if the 2 last regiments should not have been actually em- 
barked, you will not delay your departure, hut will order them to follow you off 
the Tagus. 30,000 stand of arms, and an equal number of pikes, have been sent, 
which you will make such use of as the public service may appear to yon to require. 
A supply of money has also been sent, fur the use of your troops. Any demands 
for military stores, which you may receive ftom the provinces which have de- 
clared against France, you will send home, and it w'ill he the earnest wish of His 
Majest/s government to comply with them as far as circumstances will permit. 

with respect to the money, 200,0007. has been ordei'ed to he sent to Ferrol, 
for the immediate use of tlie Spanish patiiots, till furtlier arrangements can be 
made. It would much facilitate their huoncial operations, if they could give cir- 
culation in Spain to a paper currency, secured upon their South American 
fmauces ; this, together with a moderate duty upon imposts, would furnish them 
with immediate resources, and, in proportion as a ourrenoy of the nature alluded 
to could be thrown into circulation, it would have the effect of attaching tha 
soldiers to the national cause. 

1 mention this subject that, in any commimication you may have with the per- 
sons in authority, you may press it on their attention. 



22 


COUK. 


There is camp equipage complete, including havresacks and ciuiteens 
for 4000 men, on hoard the Grin/ield, which sailed from Portsmouth on tho 
21st June ; and for the same number on hoard the Tuscan, which sailed 
from Portsmouth on the 23rd. As soon os these vessels shall arrive, you 
will direct the regiments to make returns for the number of canteens and 
havresacks that they may require, which are to he issued upon these 
returns from the Q. M. G.’s stores. But they are to bo kept in their 
packages in the regimental store of each regiment, and are not to be issued 
to the soldiers until further orders shall bts given. 


To Major Gen. Hill. Dublin Castle, Sril July, 1808. 

I have received my instructions, and I understand that the cavaliy, 
and some ships to receive the 36th and 45th regts., sailed from the Downs 
and Portsmouth on the 30th, I shall be at Cork on Wednesday ; and I 
hope that we shall sail immediately afterwards. 

The horses of the Commissariat will be at Cork on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday ; and I shall be obliged to you if you will arrange with Gen. 
Floyd respecting dieir early embarkation. I should have taken liorses of 
the artillery if I could have got them j hut, alas 1 I could not, and have, 
therefore, taken those which will probably only do our work till we shall 
get others. 

I have written to Malcolm a long letter, respecting the oiTangements of 
tlie transports into divisions, a code of signals for the army, and return of 
transports and flat bottomed boats ; so that we may make all our arrange- 
ments for landing whilst we shall be on the passage. He will probably 
speak to you on these subjects, and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
give him all the assistance and information in your power. Toll 
Arbuthnot that I shall be obliged to him to have my horses embarked in 
the transport allotted for the staff horses. He had better send up to Cork 
to one of the ofiScers of Gen. Floyd’s staff to desire that the horses may be 
forwarded to Cove. 

To Brig. Gm. Lee. Cork, 7th July, 1808. 

According to the desire which you expressed in the conversation which 
I had with you at Lord Harrington’s on Wednesday, 1 proceed to give 
you my opinion on the nature and circumstances of the command which 
you are about to exercise in the county of Limerick. In the first place, I 
must point out to you that the situation of a General officer commanding 
in a district in Ireland is very much of the nature of a Dep. Governor of a 
county or a province : he becomes necessarily charged with the preserva- 
tion of die peace of the district placed under his command; and tlie 
government must confide in his reports and opinions for tho adoption of 
many measures relating solely to the civil administration of the country 
From these circumstances it is obvious that it is die duty of every General 
officer to make himself acquainted with the local circumstances of his 
district, and with the characters of die different individuals residing within 
It, in order that he may decide for himself according to the best of his 
judgment and information, and that ho may not he misled by others 
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This duty will bo still more obvious by a consideration of ccrteiii civ- 
cumstaucea which exist in nearly all parts of Ireland. It frequently 
happens that disturbances exist only in a very siniill degree, and probably 
only partially, and that the civil power is fully adequate to get the better 
of diem : at the same time, the desire to let a building to government for 
a barrack j the desire to have troops in the county, either on account of 
the inoi’easod consumption which they occasion of the necessaries of life, 
or because the increased security which they would give to that particu- 
lar part of the country would occasion a general rise in the value and the 
rent of land, which probably at that moment might he out of lease ; or, 
in some instances, tlie desire to have the Yeomanry called out on per- 
manent duty ; occasions a representation that the disturbances aj-e mucli 
more serious than the facts would warrant. Upon these occasions, letter 
after letter is written to the Commanding ofScer and to government j the 
same fact is repeated through many different channels ; and the result 
of an inquiry generally is, that the outrage complained of is by no means 
of the serious nature or of the extent which has been stated. 

The obvious remedy for this evil, and that which is generally resorted 
to, is to call for informations on oath of the transactions which are com- 
plained of ; hut this remedy is not certain ; for it frequently happens that 
the informations on oath are equally false with the original representa- 
tions. The General officer, then, has no remedy excepting; by his 
acquaintance and communication with the magistrates and gentlemen of 
the county, to acquire a knowledge of characters, and to become acquainted 
with all the circumstances which occur. 

It frequently happens that the people who do commit outrages and dis- 
turbances have some reason to complain ; but, in my opinion, that is not 
a subject for the consideration of the General officer. He must aid in the 
preservation of the peace of the county, and in the support of the lew ; 
and he who breaks the law must be considered in the wrong, whatever 
may have been the nature of the provocation which he has received. 

It is possible tliat grievances may exist in the county of Limerick ; 
provisions may he too dear, or too high a rent may he demanded for 
land ; and there may he no poor laws j and the magistrates may not do 
their duty as they ought by the poor; but these circumstances afford no 
reason why the General officer should not give the military aid which he 
may have at his command to preserve the peace, to repress disturbance, 
and to bring those to justice who may have been guilty of a violation of 
the law. 

In respect to the gentlemen of tlie county in which you are posted, I 
recommend to you to attend particularly to the Lord Chief Baron 
O’Grady. You will find him well informed of the transactions in the 
county of Limerick, and well acquainted with characters, and disposed to 
assist your judgment. I also recommend to your attention Mr. Dixon, 
tlie late high sheriff of the county; and Col. Yereker, the member for 
the city of Limerick, There may be, and certainly ore, other gentlemen 
in the county of Limerick on whose information you con depend ; but I 
have requested Mr. Trail, to whom I send this letter, to apprise you con- 
fidentially of the names of those whom you ought to consult. 
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To Vigot, Casflereagli. Cork, Tlth Jnly, 1808. 

I arrived here last night, and I find that the 20th light dragoons and 
the 3000 tons of shipping for the infantry arc not arrived. The Irish Coni- 
luissariat horses, for the draught of tiie artillery, arc not yet all arrived, 
and -will not be on board until Saturday. I propose to wait till that day 
for the dragoons and the additional tonnage, and, if they should not have 
arrived, I shall sail with what is ready, and lot the rest follow. 

By some accident, which, from not having soon tho agent of transports, 
I cannot yet account for, we have four transports, as stated undonieath, 
which have not been returned to me in any statement from the Transport 
Boai'd or from your brother. These vessels have enabled Gen. Floyd to 
embark the 95th, and to make some provision for the embarkation of the 
36th. But it appears to me that the whole are too much crowded, and if 
the additional tonnage does not arrive to-morrow, I shall settle to leave 
behind the Veteran battalion, or the 36th, to follow with the additional 
tonnage and the 20th dragoons, to give more space to all the troops in the 
transports. If the additional tonnage should arrive, and I should find that 
I do not want these four ships, I shall leave them behind. 

Upon a review of your instructions, and a consideration of the state of 
affairs in Spain, according to the last accounts, I rather think that, as soon 
as I have got every thing away from Cork, I shall best serve the cause by 
going myself to Coruna, and joining the fleet off Cape Finisterre or tl>c 
• Tagus. I propose accordingly to go on board one of the craft, and I 
expect to be at the rendezvous before the troops. 

To Viset. Costlereagh. Cork, 8th July, 1808. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, the ships having on board the 20tl) light 
dragoons, excepting the Rebecca, Albion, and Jackall, the Minerva laden 
with hay, the Britannia and Harford with arms, and tlie Britannia with 
intrenching tools, have arrived. The empty transports have not, however, 
yet appeared ; and I propose in the morning to land part of tlie Veteran 
battalion, to make room for the whole of the 36th, and I shall then sail 
with the first fair wind. All the horses of the Commissariat will be on 
board early to-morrow. 

Upon consulting with Malcolm, I find that no inconvenience can result 
from my going to Coruna, and that he should make Cape Finisterre in his 
passage to the Tagus at all events. As I must derive the greatest advan- 
tage from going there, I shall therefore embark in one of the smaller 
vessels, and join the fleet again when it comes off the Cape. 

To Liout. Gen. Koyd, commanding at Cork. Cork, 8tli July, 1808, 

I have the honor to acquaint you that camp equipage for 8000 men only 
has been provided for the army about to sail under my command, and I 
have it not in my power to make the necessary issue to the 36th and 45th 
regts. I therefore request tliat you will be pleased to give tlie necessary 
o^ers that camp equipage for 1500 men may be issued from tho stores of 
tois place, and delivered over to the Dep. Assistant at the head of the 
Q M. G.’s depai'tment at Cove. 

I likewise beg leave to acquaint you Uiat the camp kettles provided for 
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the use of my force are of the Flauders pattern, the size of which would 
cause considerable inconvenience in the service in which it is probable I 
shall be engaged : and having been given to understand that small tin 
kettles are in store here, I request you will be pleased to cause an issue to 
be made of them for the use of the troops under my command. The 
D. A. Q. M. G. at Cove will give to the Assist. Commissary Gen. at Cork 
the necessary receipt for the same, as well as for the camp equipage for 
the 36th and 45th rcgts. 


Visct. Castlereagli to Lieut. Gen. tlie Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. 

Dooming Street ISfli July, 1808. 

Since my dispatches to you of the 30th ult., marked ‘ Secret,’ Nos. 1 and 2, the 
enclosed intelligence has been received from Major Gen. Spencer with respect to 
the state of the enemy’s force in Portugal. 

The number of French troops immediately in the vicinity of Lisbon (so far as 
this information can be relied on) appearing much more considerable than it was 
before reported to be by Sir C. Cotton, His Majesty has been pleased to direct a 
corps of 5000 men, consisting of the regiments mentioned in the margin,'^ to be 
embarked, and to proceed, without loss of time, to join you oiF the Tagus. 

His Majesty has been further pleased to direct, that the troops under Lieut. 
Gen. Sir John Moore, which are arrived from the Baltic, as soon as they shall be 
refreshed, and their transports can be re-victualled, shoidd also proceed without 
delay, off the Tagus. 

The motives which have induced the sending so large a force to that quarter are, 

1st, to provide cft'ectually for an attack upon the Tngus; and, 2udly, to have 
such an additional force disposable, beyond what may be indispeiisahly requisite 
for that operation, as may admit of a detachment being made to the southward, 
either with a view to secure Cadiz, if it should bo threatened by the French force 
under Gen. Dupont, or to co-operate with the Spanish troops in reducing that 
corps, if circumstances should favor such an operation, or any other that may be 
concerted. 

His Majesty is pleased to direct that the attack upon the Tagus should be con* 
sidered as the first object to be attended to. As the whole force (of which a 
statement is enclosed), when assembled, will amount to not less than 30,000 men, 
it is conceived that both services may he amply provided for ; the precise distri- 
bution as between Portugal and Andalusia, both as to time and proportion of force, 
must depend on circumstances, to be judged of on the spot; and should it be 
deemed advisable to fiiLAl the assurance which Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple ap- 

S ears to have given to the Supreme Junta of Seville, under the authority of my 
Ispatcli of the 6tli hist., that it was His Majesty's intention to employ a coi-ps of 
his troops, to the amount of 10,000 men, to co-operatc with the Spaniards in that 
quarter, a corps of this magnitude may, I should hope, be detaclietl without pre- 
judice to the main operation against the Tngus, and may he reinforced, accurding 
to circumstances, after the Tagus has been secured ; but if, previous to the arrival 

of 


Rausoath. 


Under Brie. Gen. Anstrutlier : 

9th foot, 2nd batt. 


• 

875 


43rd , , 


a 

861 


52nd . . 

• • 

a 

858 


07th 

Harwiou. 

• 

769 


Under Brie. Gen. Acland : 

2nd or Queen's foot > 

• a 

, 

813 


20lh . 

, , 

. 

689 


OStli, 2 oampanics 

- 

■ 

ISO 

484.5 

2 companies of artillery 

“ 

’ 


200 

5046 
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To Hie Diiko of Riolmioiid. Covu, 9(li .Tiily, 1808. 

m * * <* n f * 

I have got all the troops on hoard, and we shall sail as soon as the wind 
shall be fair. It is now blowing strong from the S. W., and I am afraid 
will last. . If you should have occasion to write to me, direct to Cork. As 
I find from Malcolm that he must make Capo Finisterro on lus way to the 
Tagus, I propose to go in the Crocodile to Coruna, in the first instance, as 
soon as I shall get every thing out of this harbour, and sliall join Iho con- 
voy again off Cape Finisterre. I shall dorivo much information and ad- 
vantage from this step. 


of the whole force under orders from England, Cadis should be seriously threat- 
ened, it must rest with the senior ofiiccr oil' die Tagus, at his discretion, to detauh, 
upon receiving a requisition to that effect, such on amount of force as may phicu 
this important place out of the reach of immediate danger, even though it should, 
fur the time, suspend operations against the Tagus. As llie force which may ho 
called for on the side of Cadiz can only require a field equipment, the ordnance 
preparation which has been sent with a view to the reduction of the Tagus will 
remain at that station. 

tVith the excepdoii of the ordnance preparadon sent for the attack of the forts 
on that river, it has not been deemed necessary to cucumber the array with any 
larger detail of artillery than what belongs to a field equipment, with a proportion 
of horses. 

Exclusive of the period for which the trausjiorts are provided, a duo proportion 
of victuallers will accompanv the armament, which, with iho supplies whiolv way 
be expected to be derived from the disposition and resources of the counti'V, it is 
conceived, will remove all difficulty on this hood, so long as the uriny Blmll con- 
tinue to act near the coast. 

The great delay and expense that would attend embarking and seiidiug fVoin 
hence all those means which would be reqiiisito to render the army completely 
moveable immediately on its landing, has determined His Majesty’s guvcnimunt 
to trust, ill a great measure, to the resources of the coimlry for their supplies. 

There is every reason to believe, from the ardor of the inhabitants, both of Spain 
and Portugal, tliat so sooii as a British array can establish itself on any part of tho 
coast, not only numbers will he anxious to be armed ami arrayed in support of tho 
common cause, but that every species of supply which the country prodiicos for 
suhsisting Olid equipping an army will he procurable ; it tlicrefore heemnes tho 
first object of consideration (if a direct and inunediate attack noon tho dcfenecs of 
the Tagus cannot in prudence he attempted), on what part of tho coast between 
Peniche, on the north, and St. Ubes, on the south of that river, a position can he 
taken by the Brifish army, in which its intercourse with the interior may be se- 
curely opened, and from whence it may afterwards move against tiio uiioiny, 
endeavoring, if possible, not only to expel him from Lisbon, but to cut off his 
retreat towards Spiuii. 

A proportion of cavalry,' as far as the means of transport exist, will accompany 
the troops, which can he hereafter increased, according as circumstances shaU 
point out. 


Visot. Casfleteagh to Lieut. Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. 

Downing Street, ISth July, 1808. 

I am to acquaint you that His Majesty has been pleased to intrust thocomnmml 
rfliis troops serving on the coasts of Spain and Portugal to Lieut. Ooji, Sir H 
Dalrymple, wiHi Lieut. Gen, Sir H. Burrnrd, second in coinmaml. 

ilie Lieut. General has been furnished with copies of your inatructhms up to 
the present date exclusive. These instructions yon will he pleased to carry Into 
expedilioi. that circumstimcoB will permit, without awkitiiig 
the arrival of tlie Lieut. General, rejioYting lo him yowv jiroceediiigw, An<l, 
r senior officer, you will, in that caw, cmnmnniciito 

cciitioii ^ “nfi afford him every assislaiice in carrying them into ex- 
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To Lieut. Clieeaemon, R.N., Agent of Transports. Cork, 10th July, 1808. 

In consequence of no hospital ship having yet arrived for tlie use of the 
army under my command, I have to request that you will forthwith ap- 
propriate an empty transport, for the reception of such medical staff and 
sick as tlie Dep. Inspector of Hospitals may send on hoard the same. 


Return of the effective force embarked, and under the command of the Rt. Hon. Lieut. 
Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, IC.B. Cork, 13tlr July, 1808. 


Regiments. 

Field officers. j 

Captains. | 

1 

1 

Ui 

Staff. 

1 

S’ 

ea 

CO 

Seijeanfs. 

C 

a> 

i 

p 

Rank and file. 

1 

Royal engineers 


2 

4 

a • 


1 


11 


Royal artillery 

2 

4 

5 

2 

1 

8 

5 

315 


Royal artillery drivers 

a. 

a a 

1 

a a 

1 

1 

1 

40 


20ffi light dragoons 

2 

2 

6 

3 


19 

3 

346 

215 

5th foot . . . 

3 

10 

27 

6 


S3 

21 

087 

* • 

fith ... . • 

3 

9 

22 

5 

a « 

51 

21 

950 

a a 

36tli 

2 

0 

28 

4 

a a 

49 

22 

589 

a • 

tiSfh • • a • a 

3 

10 

28 

6 

a a 

54 

22 

956 

• a 

‘10 till a a « a « 

3 

9 

29 

6 


54 

19 

920 

• ■ 

Ir^Oi a • • s f 

3 

8 

17 

6 


38 

22 

500 

t a 

(loth . . 5th bait. 

2 

7 

18 

6 

a • 

51 

22 

930 

» • 

7 Ist ■ « a s « 

2 

8 

23 

5 

a a 

60 

21 

875 

a I 

01st 

3 

8 

24 

6 

• a 

61 

20 

907 

» • 

I)5lli . , 2nd ball , . 

1 

4 

13 

n 


20 

8 

300 

* 1 

fill H. Vet. butt. . 

1 

0 

14 

H 

B 

47 

20 

714 

« » 

Total 


9C 

259 

59 

2 

550 

227 

0605 

215 


Rowland Hill, Major Geueial. 


Viset Casflereagh to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Downing Street, 15th July, 1806. 

Permit me to offer you my congratulations on the flattering commands I have 
been charged to convey to you from Ilia Majesty, and to lequeiit you will, at die 
same time, accept my personal thanks for the zeal and ability with which you 
have discharged your public duties during die late important period. 

I trust the force which has been provided will enable you to give a new and 
decisive turn to affairs both in Portugal and Spain. 

Permit me to mcommend to your particular confidence Lieut. Gen. Sir A. 
Wellesley. His high reputation in the service as an officer would in itself dispose 
yon, I am persuade, to select him fur any service that required great prudence 
and temper, combined with much military experience. 

The degree, however, to which he has been for a length of time past in the 
closest habits of communication with His Majesty's ministers, with respect to die 
aifoirs of Spain, havhig been destined to command any operation that circum- 
stances might render necessary for counteracting the views of Prance agonist die 
Spanish dominions in Soudi America, wilt, I am sure, point him out to you as an 
oiticer of whom it is desirable for you, on all accounts, to make die most pro- 
minent use which the rules of the service will pennit. 


6.0. lOlh July. 1808. 

HegtthUmg the mmher of comntiseioned and non^ommisdoned offiews to he sent on 
board ihe hospital ship m charge ofsseh men. [Not in the General Orders from whence 
this copy was made, although mentioned in the Index of them.] 
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To Viact. Caatlereagh. Cove, lOtli July, 1S08. 

The wind is still contrary, hut we hope it will change so as to sail this 
evening. We are unmoored, and shall not wait one moment after the 
wind may he fair, 

I see that people in England complain of the delay which has taken 
place in the sailing of the expedition ; hut, in fact, none Inw taken place ; 
and even if all had been on hoard we could not have sailed before tills day. 
With all the expedition which we coidd use, wo could not gel the horses 
of the artillery to Cork till yesterday, and they were immediately em- 
harked ; and it was only yesterday that the 20lh dragoons arrived, and 
the ships to contain the 3Gth regt. and a detachment of the 45th, which 
arrived yesterday evening and embarked. Your instructions to me loft 
London on the Friday evening, and I was at Coi'k on the following Wed- 
nesday, which is as much expedition as if the instructions had come by the 
post. 

I leave here, atthe disposal of government, 1668 tons of shipping. The 
resident agent will report the names of the ships to the Transport board. 

To Viset. Caatlereagh, H.M,S. C^'ocorfiVc,* off CoruCn, 21st July, 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you, that having adverted to tliu tenor of 

* Tlie Crocodile was commanded by the Hon. G. Cadognii, now -Earl Ciulognn. 


H. R. H. the Commander in Chief 

to liieut. Gen. Sit H. Daliymple. Horse Guards, 2lBt July, 1808. 

His Majesty having been graciously pleased to appoint you to tlje command of 
a large division ofliis army, to bo employed on a particular service, I liavo to 
notify to you the several corps, General and Staft officers, wbich compose this 
army, and to desire that you will use your best endeavors to carry into effect such 
instructions as you may rcoonvo from flis Mnje.sty’s ministers. 

In transmitting to you a list of your force, 1 have felt it my duty, with the view 
of giving you every infonnntion and assistance in my power, to annex to it an 
outline of the manner in which it appears to me that it would be most advisnhlc 
to brigade the army : hut, although I have given this plan every possible consi- 
deration, yet I mean yon should fully nnderatanil it is iutended solely for your 
guidance, in the event of the circumstances of your sitimtion rendering it prac- 
ticable and easy ; and by no means to curb you in any other arrangements you 
may think it advisable to adopt, under the pressure of local or other difficulty. 

The 4th Royal Veteran battalion is not included in tills dislocation, os that 
corps is at present intended for the garrison of Gibraltar ; but it may, possibly, he 
in your power to take a more serviceable corps from thence in lieu of it, hearing 
in mind that this battalion is not to he permanently stationed at Gibraltar, hut to 
be sent eventually to Madeira. 

\Tht remainder of this letter is the same as that adilressed to Lieut. Qen. Sir A. Wellesley 
at p . 16, heginning with tlu words ' On all subjects,’ and is there/oit ho/ repeated.l 

Viset. Castlereagh 

to Lieut. Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. Doivning Street, 21st July, 1808. 

In the event of your deeming it may be advantageous that the troops now pro- 
ceeding from England should be disemWked nt any point on the coast of Portugal 
north of the Tagus, I am to suggest to you the propriety of your requesting Sir C. 
Cotton to station one of his cruisers to the northward of the BcrlingH,t with such 
infonnation as yon may deem material to coinniunioate to the senior officer in 
command of the troops ; and I shall intiniale to the officers in charge of tlio 
troops proceeding from hence, that tliey should he prepared, at that point, to 
receive an intimation from you of the actual state of things in the Tagus, 
t Rocks on (lie coast of Portugal, opixisltc Peniche. 
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your Lordship’s' instructions of the 30th ultimo (Nos. 1 and 2), I deemed 
it expedient to quit the fleet containing the troops under my comraaiid, 


Horse Guoitls, 20th July, ISOS. 

List of the several Coi'ps, General and Staf affieers, composing a large division of His 
Merest)/ s army, to he employed upon a particular service. 


His Majesty has been pleased to direct that the undermentioned corps should 
be formed into one army, viz. ; 

Sin .John Moonn's Coitr.s. 


3rd light dragoons. King's German Legion 



582 

British artillery 




374 

German ditto . . 




320 

4th Foot, 1st batt. 




971 

’►28th 




020 

92nd . . 




9.51 

» 79th 




965 

* 92nd .. 




934 

fiSth, 3 companies 




300 

Royal Staff corps 




SO 

1st Light batt., K.G.L. . 




607 

2nd Light batt., K.G.L. . 




903 

1st Line batt • • 




725 

2nd . . 




761 

5th • • . . 




753 

7th 




676 

Garrison company . 




48 

Mijon Gbn. Spencbr's Cosps. 


Royal aitillery . 


• 


245 

Royal Staff corps . 




45 

*' (ifh foot, let batt. • 




946 

29tli 




806 

* 32iid 




874 

* 90tl. 




948 

* 83iid • 


• 


929 

Sin A. 

WlSI.Lnsl.liY'B COBFS< 



20lh light dragoons . 




391 

Royal artillery . . 




226 

* Bth foot, 1st batt. 




660 

9thi • • « ■ • • 




833 

# 36th 




501 

•38th 




957 

• doth 




926 

• 4.1* 




670 

60th , . 6th batt . • 




936 

• 71st . . Ist . . . 




903 

* fllst 




917 

SStli, 4 companies 




400 

4th Royal 'Veteran batt. . 




537 


11,253 


4,793 


9,280 


Ponca NOW SuBASKiNa. 


British artillery, one company 
German . , • • 

2nd font or Queen’s • 

1 Number not Icnosrn. 

• • f 

731 

9tb, 2ml bntt. 





633 

20th 





530 

43rd, 2nd batt. 





721 

52nd • . 





654 

96th, 2 companies 





200 

97th 





694 

18th light dragoons 





640 
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as aoon as it was clear of the coast of Ireland, on the 13th inst. ; and I 
arrived here in this ship yesterday. 

I have had several conferences with the Junta of Galicia since my 
arrival, the general result of which has been, tliat the whole of Spain, with 
the exception of the kingdoms of Navarre and Biscay, are in arms against 
the French; and that in many places detachments of the French troops 
had been defeated by the Spanish people. The information, however, 
which has been received by the Junta of Galicia is not of an official nature ; 


His Majesty has further been pleased to direct, that Lieut. Gen. Sir IT. Dnl- 
rymple shall have the chief command thereof, and that Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard 
he second in command, when the staff of this army will consist as follows, vis. ; 

Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple, Commander of the forces. 

Lieut. Gen, Sir H. Burrard, second in command. 

Lieut. Gens. Sir J. Moore, the Hon. J. Hope, Mackenzie Fraser, Lord Paget, the Hun. 
Sir A. 'Wellesley. 

Major Gens. J. Murmy, Lord W. Bentinck, Hon. E. Paget, Spencer, Hill, Ferguson. 

Brig. Gens. Acland, Nightingall, R. Stewart, the Hon. C. Stervnrt, H. Fane, R. Anstru- 
ther, Catlin Cranfnrd. 

Brig. Gen. H. Clinton, 1st Foot Guards, Acting Adj. Gen. 

Lieut Col. Murray, 3rd Foot Guards, Acting Q. M. Gen. 

Bt Lieut. Col. Torrent 89th Foot, Military Secretary. 

His Majesty has fiuther been pleased to command that the following should ho 
the outline of the dislocation of the troops, subject to the discretion of the General 
commanding. 

The reserve, under the command of Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Moore and Maior Gen. 
the Hon. E. Paget. 


18th light dragoons 

aoth 

Std light dragoons, K.G.L. 
62nd root, 1st batt 
52iul > . 2nd . , 

OSfh, 9 companies 
43td foot, 2nd hatt. . 
60th . , 5th . . . 

1st light batt., K.G.L. 

2nd 


Brig. Gen. the Hon. C. Stewart. 


Brig. Gen. R. Anstmther. 


Brig. Gen. R. Stewort. 


2nd, or Queen’s foot 
4th, 1st hatt. 

2Sth 

79lh .. 

91st . . , . 

92nd . . 

6th , . , . 

29th 

32nd .. 

5th . , 

50th 

82nd 

9th 

9th, 2nd hatt. . . 
40th, Ist . . , 

38th .. 

45th . . . , 

97th .. 

20th .. 

3Sth .. 

7Ist 


' Brig. Gen. Acland. 

■Major Gen. Ferguson. 

> Major Gen. Spencer. 

■Brig.Gen.Nightingall. 

' Major Gen. HiH. 

Brig. Gen. Fane. 

Brig. Gen. Catlin i 
Craufurd. 


4 bafts, of Infantry of 

to King’s German jMajor Gen. J. Murray. 


Lieut. Gen. the Hon. .1. Hope. 


Lieut. Gen. Lord Paget. 


Lieut Gen. Mackenzie Fiuscr. 


Lieut Gen. to Hon. Sir A. Wcl« 
hsley. 
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and I am not enabled to state positively where these occurrences have 
taken place, or to what extent, although I imagine that there is no doubt 
that these Fi-ench corps have been defeated in die manner reported in the 
private letters received by individuals. 

The Galician army, joined by that of Castille, (the whole consisting of 
50,000 men, of which 20,000 are stated to have been regular troops,) was 
posted at Rio Seco, in the pravince of Valladolid, and was attacked on the 
14th inst. by a French corps, under the command of Marshal Bessifercs, 
consisting of 20,000 men (of which 4000 were cavalry), which had been 
at Burgos: in the commencement of the action die Spanish troops had the 
advantage ; but towards the close of the day the French cavalry charged 
the left of the Spanish line, which consisted of the Castillian peasantry, 
and which was broken and defeated, with the loss of 1000 men, some 
officers of distinction, and 2 pieces of cannon. The loss of the French 
troops in the action is stated to have been 1000 men and 6 pieces of can- 
non. On the following day the Spanish army retired to Benavente, on 
the Esla ; from which measure the French have acquired the command 
of the course of the Rio Douro, and are in a situation to impede the com- 
munication between this province and those to the southward, and to the 
eastward, likewise in arms against the French. The Junta of Galicia have 
given their consent to my using the port of Vigo, if I should find it neces- 
sary, to afford shelter to the fleet, or even to land the troops there. 

It appears, from the intelligence which I have received hero, that the 
total number of the French troops still in Portugal is about 15,000 men, 
of which number 12,000 are at Lisbon and in the neighbourhood ; and 
Almeida is occupied by a small corps. The 3 provinces north of the Rio 
Douro are in arms against the French ; and there is a corps of Portuguese 
troops in Oporto, the number of which is stated to be 10,000 men j besides 
tliesc, a Spanish corps, consisting of 2000 men, commenced their march 
on the 15th inst., from a port in the southern part of Galicia, towards 
Oporto, where I expect they will arrive about the 24th or 25th inst. 

I have not received any account of Gen. Spencer, from which I can 
form a judgment whether that officer will have it in his power to proceed 
to Lisbon, according to the tenor of your Lordship’s instructions of the 
30tli June and 2nd July. I propose to sail from hence this night, and to 
go to Oporto in this ship j and I shall be directed in the future operations 
of the army, for the execution of your Lordship’s instructions, by the in- 
telligence which I shall receive there, I shall request Capt Malcolm to 
follow me witli the convoy to Oporto. 

To Visot. Cajtlereagh. Coruna, aist July, 1808. 

I arrived here yesterday, and I propose to go to sea again this day, to 
meet the fleet, which however has not yet appeared off the coast. 

Since my arrival I have had frequent conversations with the Junta; and 
Mr. Stuart,* who arrived also yesterday, will send hy tius conveyance to 
Mr. Canning an account of all the intidligence which we have received 

* Tjird Stuart do Rothosny, G.C.B. j aftorwanJa minister at Lisbon, and ambassador at 
tbo Hiigue, at Paiis, and Pofeisbwgh. Ho was at this jiaiod employed in cstablidiing 
coinmunications witii Sjaiiii. 
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from them respecting the present situation of affairs in Spain. The 
general result, however, appears to me to be, that the whole of the Spanish 
nation, with the exception of the provinces of Biscay and Navarre, and 
those in the neighbourhood of Madrid, arc in a state of insurrection against 
the French; that several French detachments in diflei'enl parts of the 
country had been destroyed, viz., a corps under Lcfebre, wliich had been 
attacked four times, near Zaragoza, in Aragon, particularly on the Kitli 
and 24th June, a corps which I believe to have been under the coininand 
of Dupont ; and it is said that Dupont was taken prisoner in an action 
fought between Andujar and La Carolina, before the 23rd Juno ; and two 
corps defeated in Catalonia before the 19th June, one on its inarcli to 
Montserrat, and the other to Zaragoza. The Catalonians have also got 
possession of the fort of Figueroa, in the ireighbourhood of Rosas, anti 
have blockaded the French troops in Barcelona. As, however, the com- 
munication, which was never very perfect between one province and the 
others, has been impeded by the march and position of the French armies, 
and particularly by their late success at Rio Seco, to which I shall pre- 
sently refer, the Junta have no official accounts of any of these actions ; 
but they give credit to those they have received, copies of which will be 
transmitted to Mr. Canning by. Mr. Stuart. He will also send the account 
which tlie Junta have received of the action at Rio Seco. The army of 
Castille and Galicia united was posted at that place, which is in the pro- 
vince of Valladolid; and their intention, as is stated, was either to have 
attacked the French corps under Marshal Bessiferes at Burgos, or to have 
marched upon Madrid. But I suspect tliat they would have confined their 
operations to the arrangement of the insurrection towards Madrid, and to 
cutting off the communication between the French troops stationed there 
and in Biscay and Navarre. It is said that they intended to attack Marshal 
Bessiereson the 16th, but he attacked them on the I4th; his infantry was 
at first defeated by the Spaniards, with the loss of 7000 men ; but after- 
wards his cavalry fell upon the left wing of the Spanish array, which con- 
sisted of the peasants of Castille, and defeated it. 

I understand that the Spanish array, which consisted of 50,000 men, 
lost about 7000 men and 2 pieces of cannon ; and that they had taken and 
still retain 6 pieces belonging to the French. The Spaniards retired either 
on that night or on the next day to Benavente on the Esla. The worst of 
this action is, that it has given the French possession of the whole course 
of the Douro, and by obliging the Galician troops to retire from Rio Seco, 
it has interrupted the communication between this province and those to 
the southward and eastward. 

I understood that the Junta were much alarmed when they received the 
account of this defeat ; but the arrival of the money yesterday has entirely 
renewed their spirits ; and I did not see either in them or in the iiilia- 
bitants of this town any symptom either of alarm or doubt of their final 
success. The capture of Santander by the French is not considered an 
event of any importance; and it is said here that a corps was actually on 
its march from the Asturias to retake tliat place. 

It is Impossible to .convey to you an idea of the sentiment which pre- 
vails here in favor of the Spanish cause. The difference between any two 
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men is whether the one is a better or a worse Spaniard, and the better 
Spaniard is the one who detests the French most heartily. I understand 
that there is actually no French party in the country ; and at all events I 
am convinced that no man now dares to show that he is a friend to tlie 
French. The final success must depend upon the means of attack and 
defence of the different parties, of the amount of which it is impossible for 
me at present to form an opinion. If it be true that the several French 
corps which I have above enumerated have been cut off, it is obvious that 
Buonaparte cannot carry on his operations in Spain, excepting by the means 
of large armies ; and I doubt much whether the country will afford sub- 
sistence for a large army, or whether he will be able to supply his maga- 
zines from France, the roads being so bad and the communications so 
difficult. If this be true, his object must be to gain possession of the 
northern provinces, and this can be done only by the invasion and posses- 
sion of the Asturias. I think, therefore, that our government ought to 
direct its attention particularly to that important point, and to endeavor to 
prevail upon the Asturians to receive a body of our troops. I consider 
this point so important, that I should not be surprised if Buonaparte, find- 
ing that he cannot penetrate by land, should make an effort to reach the 
Asturias by sea; and I should therefore recommend to you to reinforce 
the squadron which is here, and let it cruise between Cape Ortegal and 
Santander. It might come here in case of a gale from the northward. 

I suggested to the Junta to fit out the ships at Ferrol for this service ; 
but they said it would divert their attention and tlreir means from other 
more important objects ; and that, although they were aware of its im- 
portance, they would prefer relying, for the naval defence which tliey 
might require, on the assistance to be received from Great Britain. 

It will be necessary that you should assist all the Spanish provinces 
with money, arms, and ammunition. Notwithstanding the recent defeat 
of the Galician army, the Junta have not expressed any anxiety to receive 
the assistance of British troops; and they again repeated this morning 
that they could put any number of men into the field, if they were pro- 
vided with money and arras ; and I think that this disinclination to receive 
the assistance of British troops is founded in a great degree on the ob- 
jection to give the command of their troops to British officers. 

The Junta here have expressed a great wish to unite in a general 
Cortes with the other provinces ; but, in addition to the difficulties which 
must attend the adoption of this measure, from the position of the French 
armies, I understand that there are others referable to the desire which 
each of the kingdoms of which Spain is composed has, that tlie Cortes 
should be established within itself. 

If the French should be obliged to quit Madrid, it is probable that this 
difficulty would be overcome ; and till that period, or until the strength 
of the French army shall have been driven from the centre of Spain, I am 
not quite certain Biat it is not as well that each of the kingdoms should 
be governed by its own Junta. I am convinced that the general zeal and 
exertion of each are greater, at present, than would be manifested if the 
whole Kingdom were under the direction of one body. 

In respect to my own operations, I find that Jxmot has collected, it is 
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supposed, 12,000 men at Lisbon; and. the French still hold Almeida, and 
other points in Portugal, with 3000 more. The 3 northern provinces of 
Portugal are in a state of insurrection, and there is a Portuguese army at 
Oporto, to join wMch 2000 Spanish troops have marched from Galicia, 
and tliey will arrive there about the 24th or 25tli, 

From the intelligence which I have received hero, I can form no opi- 
nion whether I shall be joined by Gen. Spencer or not. Mi'. Stuart 
heard from the Brilliant, on his passage, that Gen. Speneor had left 
Cadiz, after the Spaniards hod got possession of tlio French fleet, and had 
gone to Ayamonte, at the mouth of the Guadiana, to stop the progress 
of a French corps which was coming by that route from Portugal into 
Andalusia. They had heard nothing here of this movement; but they 
had heard a report that 5000 British troops had been in Gen. Castanos’ 
army, and had behaved remarkably well, but on what occasion, and what 
troops, they did not know. 

I understand that there is a Spimish corps of 20,000 men in Estrema- 
dura, at Almaraz, on tlie Tagus, which corps will impede the communi- 
cation between Junot and the army at Madrid ; and it may be reasonably 
expected that tlie number of French now in Portugal will bo the number 
which we shall have to contend with. The Junta express great anxiety 
respecting my operations in Portugal, and have strongly recommended 
me not to attempt to land at Lisbon, or in tlie neighbourhood of tho 
French army. They urge, as an objection to this measure, that I shall 
thereby entirely lose the advantage of the co-operation of tho Spanish and 
Portuguese farces at Oporto, who will not be able to approach Idsbou till 
they have heard that I have disembarked; and they recommend that I 
should disembark at Vigo or Oporto, and bring the allies with me to 
Lisbon. It is impossible for me to decide upon this or any other measure 
till 1 shall know more of the situation of affairs. I should have no doulit 
of success, even witliout Gen. Spencer’s assistance, or that of tlie allies, 
if I were once ashore ; but to effect a landing in front of an enemy 
is always difficult, and I shall be inclined to land at a distance from 
Lisbon. 

I now intend to look for the fleet this night, and if we should not find 
it, I shall leave one of Capt. Hotbam’s squadron upon tlie rendezvous, 
with directions for Malcolm to follow me, and go in tho Crocodile to 
Oporto, where I shall be able to decide upon the measures which I shall 
adopt. 

To the Duke of Richmond. CoruCa, 2l8t July, 1808. 

I arrived here yesterday, and propose to sail again this evening to join 
Ihe fleet off Cape Pinisterre, I have not yet determined in what manner 
I shall attack the French in Portugal; whether by disembarking in Uic 
neighbourhood of Lisbon, or at a distance, so as to insure a junction with 
out the co-operation of the Portuguese and Spanish troops at Oporto. 

Affairs here appear to be in a prosperous state. The Spaniard, s have de- 
feated and destroyed several French detachments ; viz, one under JJuiimit 
to the southward, one under Lefebre in Aragon, and two in Catalimiu, 
They have taken the fort of Figueras, near Rosas, in tho Pyrenoes, and 
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have blockaded the French troops in Barcelona. But the great army of 
Galicia, consisting of 50,000 men, received a check on the 14th of this 
month from the French corps under Marshal Bessiferes. The French had 
not more than half the number, and lost about 1000 men, which is about 
the number the Spaniards lost] but the French cavalry, tlie Spaniards 
liaving none, charged the peasants of Castille, who were in the left wing, 
and gained the victory. The Spaniards lost 2 pieces of cannon, the French 
6 ; and the Spanish army has retreated about 20 miles from the field of 
battle towards this province. 

This check does not appear to have affected the spirits, or to ^ve 
diminished the hopes, of people here. They say that they do not require 
men, and have not asked me to give them assistance. It is impossible to 
describe to you the state of enthusiasm in which they all are. They mani- 
fested the greatest satisfaction upon our arrival, received us with the utmost 
civility and cordiality, illuminated the town at night, and the whole of the 
inhabitants attended us to our boat when we returned on board the frigate 
at night. 

There is no such thing as a French party in the country, and I believe 
there is no man who dares to avow that he wishes well to the French 
cause. 

From all this it is very obvious to me that the French will make no 
progress in Spain, excepting by the aid of very large armies ; and I doubt 
whether they will find it practicable to subsist by the means which the 
country can afford, or to supply their magazines from France, owing to tlie 
difficulty and badness of the communication. 

To C. Stuart, Esq. H.M.S. Crocodile, off Cape Finislerre, 23rd July, 1808. 

I find that the 2 ships which I imagined contained the stores for the 
Asturias are not in the fleet, notwithstanding tliat they were reported to 
me at Cork by the Commanding officer of my artillery. I conclude, 
therefore, that they have really arrived at Gijon, and that the officer is 
not so correct as the editor of the Oviedo gazette. 

I hear that the actions at Zaragoza were an attack upon the place by 
the French, who have been frequently repulsed. I hear also that the 
French have concentrated their force at Lisbon, and that the insurrection 
has extended itself to that city. The French troops cannot show them- 
selves outside of it. We hear from San Sebastian, that King Joseph has 
entered Spain, and had passed that fortress. He was received by the con- 
stituted authorities, but not by the people. 

To Gen. Sir J. Fulteney, Bart., Sec. at War. H.M.S. Donegal, at Sea, 25th July, 1808. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th 
inst., communicating to me His Majesty’s appointment to serve os a 
Lieut. General eon the Staff, with 2 aides de camp, upon a particular ser- 
vice, from the 23rd inst; and I beg leave to acquaint you that His 
Majesty’s commission, to serve os Commander of the forces upon the 
service in which I am at present engaged, is dated tlie 14th June 1808, 
fi:om which period the Staff of the army have been appointed and doing 
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duty. I therefore request that you will transmit to me, at your oiirliest 
convenience, an authority to issue pay to tlie Staff of the army from that 
date ; or to inform me in what manner those are to bo paid who were not 
before upon the Staff in Ireland. 

To Viaot. Castlereagh. H.M.S. Crocodile, ofl'Oporlo, 25(11 July, IROS. 

I avail myself of the opportunity of the return of the Ppocodi to 
England, to inform you that I sailed from Coruna, as I told you I should, 
on the night of the 21 st, and joined the fleet the next day, and arrived 
here yesterday, in the Crocodile : the fleet are now coming on. 

All the provinces to the north of flic Tagus, with the exception of the 
country immediately about Lisbon, oi-e in a state of insurrection against 
the French, and the people are ready and desirous to lake arms, but, un- 
fortunately, tliere are none in the country; indeed, I may say, none to 
arm the troops which tlie Bishop of Oporto and tlie Junta of this place 
have assembled. They have at present a corps of about 5000 men, 
regular troop and militia, including 300 cavalry at Coimbra, wmed with 
1000 muskets got from the fleet, fowling pieces, &c., and 12,000 pea- 
santry, mostly unarmed, I believe. The regular troops arc composed of 
detachments of different corps, and cannot in any respect be deemed an 
efficient force. Besides these, there are 300 Spanish infantry, about 1500 
regular Portuguese infantry, and some militia volunteers and peasantry, here. 

corps of Spanish infantry, which hod commenced its march from 
Galicia, as I informed you in my last letter, is not yet arrived. It was 
stopped on the frontier, because ihere were no orders at Braganza to 
allow it to enter the coimtry j and, although the Bishop expects it, the 
Portuguese officers appear to think that die success of the French against 
the Spanish army on the 14th has diverted this corps from the cause in 
this country. Under all the circumstances, I have determined to take 
forward the Portuguese corps now at Coimbra, and to collect every thing 
else upon this place. The Bishop is much alai'med I’espocting the success 
of the French in the province of Valladolid. It is reported hero that 
there has been a second action ; and I saw a letter last night from the 
Bishop of Santiago, stating that Gen. Cuesta, the CastilHan Commander 
in Chief, had informed him that he had gained a victory in this action, 
and had actually in his camp 1500 horses taken from the French cavalry; 
and it is, at the same time, reported that tlio French are actually in 
Benavente. It is impossible to learn tlie truth. 

I have received a letter from Sir C. Cotton, of the 9tli inst., in which 
he advises me to leave the fleet to windward, and to go down to the 
Tagus to confer with him. He has occupied a post with 400 marines at 
Figueira on the Mondego, in front of Coimbra, at which place, or at 
Peniohe, he thinks it will be most advisable for me to land. I therefore 
propose to send the fleet to the Mondego to make all the arrangements 
for landing; to go down to communicate with the Adiniml; and by the 
time I shall have returned, all will be ready to go on shore, either at the 

Mondego or Peniche, or farther to the southward if the Admiral tliinks it 
advisable. 

I have heard nothing positive of Gen. Spencer, excepting that ho was 



PORTUGAL. 


37 


with Sir C. Cotton in the beginning of this month, his corps having been 
landed, merely to preserve the health of the men, near Cape St. Mary’s. 
I conclude, therefore, that I shall find him with the fleet off the Tagus. 
The French corps is concentrated at or about Lisbon, and is said to 
consist of from 13,000 to 14,000 men. Sir C. Cotton says they are add- 
ing to the fortifications of the town, of a citadel within the town, and of 
Fort St. Julian. 

The measures to he adopted for this country are to supply it with arms 
and money. I saw a statement last night, from which it appears that they 
could get together 38,000 men with ease, if they had arms or money to 
pay them. If I should find the troops at Coimbra to be worth it, I propose 
to arm them. 

To Major Gen. Spencer. H.M.S. CroeodiU, off the Tagus, 20th July, 1808, 

I have tlie honor of receiving your letters of the 15th and 16th inst. 

As the instructions which I have received from His Majesty's ministers 
positively direct me to make an attack upon the French troops in the 
Tagus, if I should find the force under my command sufiScient to enable 
me to make it ,• as these instructions were framed at the instance of the 
Juntas of Galicia and Asturias; and os the Junta of Galicia, with which 
I have communicated lately at Coruna, have again pressed me to carry 
into execution the object of those instructions ; and, above all, as I am 
convinced that the most effectual mode in which Great Britain can servo 
the Spanish cause is by driving the French out of Portugal, and thus to 
make that Kingdom the point of communication between the northern 
and southern parts of Spain itself, 1 cannot avoid urging you to embark 
the troops under your command, as soon ns you shall receive this letter, 
and to proceed to the Tagus, when you shall receive further orders from 
me, 

If, when you receive this letter, you should be engaged in any active 
operations, the relinquishment of which would, in your judgment, be 
detrimental to the Spanish cause, you will not obey this order, but still 
continue such operations ; but if you should not be so actually engaged, and 
should embark as ordered, you will take care to apprise the Junta of 
Seville of the motives which have induced His Majesty’s ministers to 
make an effort to wrest the Kingdom of Portugal from the power of the 
French ; and of the reasons for which I think that I shall most effectually 
forward the interests and objects of the Spanish nation, by persevering in 
cariying into execution the orders I have received, as detailed in the first 
part of tills letter. 

To Major Gen. Spencer. 26th July, 1808. 

In case you should quit Cadiz according to the instructions contained 
in my dispatch of this date, it occurs to me, from the representation you 
have made of tlie wants of the Junta of Seville, that the Spanish nation 

G.O. SOth July, 1808 . 

SeffulaHom to ie observed in the event of a landing being determined on in Mondega 
bay. [Not in the General Orders from whence this copy was made, aUiough mentioned 
in the Index of them.j 
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would be moat effectually served, and the minds of the principal poraons 
among them would be reconciled to your departure, if their pecuniary 
distresses could be relieved by an immediate ^vance of money. 

I therefore beg you to inform them, if they can procure money for a 
bill on the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury of England, that you are 
authorised to draw upon them for £100,000 ; and I authorise and beg you 
to give bills on the Lords of the Treasury for that sum of money, which 
you will pay to the persons who may be appointed to receive it by the 
Junta of Seville, and you will take their receipt for the same. 

I think it probable that His Majesty may have directed a sum of money 
to be sent to the Junta of Seville, as he has to that of Galicia, which has 
been received ; and if you should be able to procure the money for the 
bills which I have above requested you to give, I beg of you to leave a 
letter for the gentleman who may come up with the money which may 
be sent by His Majesty’s directions, in which you will inform him that 
you have made this advance ; and you will request him #o send to the 
Tagus, for the use of the army, an equal sum out of the money which it is 
supposed he will have brought out from England. 

To Majoi Gen. Sjiencer. 26th July, 1808. 

As Lieut. Col. Bathurst is appointed D. Q. M. G. to the troops 
under my command, and Mr. Hunter Dej). Paymaster General, I feci 
great inconvenience from the want of the assistance of those officers ; and 
as I believe Major Eainey is present with your corps, who cim take 
charge of the Q. M. G.’s department, I request you to send Lieut. Col, 
Bathurst and Mr. Hunter to join me immediately, in the schooner which 
will take you this dispatch. 

As I understand that some of the transports you have with you are 
heavy sailers, and as it is most desirable to the King’s service that your 
corps should arrive here at an early period, I recommend you to apply to 
Lord Colling wood, to allow some of the troops to come here in men of 
war, as being the most expeditious mode of sending them. 

To Viset. Casdereagh. 2Rth July, 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you that I joined tlie fleet off Cape Finis- 
terre on the 22nd inst., and continued my voyage in this ship to Oporto 
(leaving them to follow me), where I arrived on the 24tli, and the fleet 
on the following morning. 

I saw the Bishop of Oporto, who is at the head of the Junta, and the 
General officers commanding the Portuguese troops, on that night ; and 
I learned from them, and from Lieut. Col. Brown, that the Portuguese 
ti'Qops, militia, and regulars which had been collected, amounted to about 
5000 men, and were posted at Coimbra, in the province of Beira, about 
80 miles from Oporto, towards Lisbon, That, besides these troops, thoro 
were in advance about 1200 peasants armed in different modes, and n 
corps of about 1500 Portuguese infantry, and 300 Spanish infantry, at 
Oporto, besides volunteers and peasants. The whole of those troops, 
however, are badly armed and cquippotl. The peasantry have, I believe, 
no arms but pikes, and tlwse called regular infantry are composed of 
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individuals belonging to different corps of the Portuguese army. The 
corps of Spanish infantry, consisting of 2000 men, which I informed your 
Lordship in my letter of the 21st inst. was ordered to march from Ga- 
licia into Portugal, had not left the former kingdom by the last accounts, 
and was not expected at Oporto. 

A post at Figueira upon the river Mondego, which falls into the sea at 
Mondego bay, is occupied by 300 marines belonging to the fleet under 
the command of Capt. Bligh, of H.M.S. Alfred, wliich was likewise de- 
tained there. 

On my arrival at Oporto, I received from Sir C. Cotton a letter of the 
9th inst., a copy of which I enclose, in which the Admiral recommends 
that I should leave the fleet at anchor to the northward, and go to the 
moutli of the Tagus to communicate with him, as he thought it probable 
that it would be deemed advisable that the troops should land at Mondego 
bay, or at Peniche. I have accordingly requested Capt. Malcolm to 
anchor at Mondego, and 1 am now on my passage to the mouth of the 
Tagus, 

While I was at Oporto I requested the Bishop to supply me with 150 
horses for the remount of the 20th light dragoons, of which corps there 
are nearly that number of men dismounted. I also requested him to 
supply the troops with BOO mules, of a description which could be applied 
either to draft or carriage, which I propose to apply to the carriage of the 
musket ammunition and intrenching tools, (there being with the army no 
ammunition, tumbril, or intrenching tool carts,) of a certain quantity of 
provisions, and if I should find it necessary, of the camp equipage of the 
army. The Bishop promised that I should have the horses and mules at 
Coimbra by the time that the army would be disembarked, if I should 
determine to disembark at Mondego bay. I also made arrangements with 
him for die supply of fresh meat for the troops, and of forage and grain 
for the horses of the cavalry and artillery, and for tlie mules with the 
army. 

Having made all these arrangements, in the course of the night of the 
24th inst. I embarked from Oporto, on the morning of the 25th joined 
the fleet, and am now on my passage to the Tagus. 

To Major Gen. Spencer. !16th July, 1808, 

The public letters, which Capt. Cooke * will deliver to you with this, 
will apprise you of my wishes that you should come here as soon as pos- 
sible, and of the reasons for which I wish that you should do so. 

In addition to those stated in my public letter, I have to mention to you, 
that, from all that I have heard, I think there is reason to believe that 
Buonaparte is not now very strong in Spain ; and that he has not at his 
command the means of reinforcing his troops sufllciently to strike any 
blow which can have a permanent effect. It is obvious that Dupont to the 
southward does not think himself sufficiently strong for Castanos, otlier- 
wise he would not halt and take up a defensive position. Even supposing 
that we should deem it expedient eventually to return and carry on ope- 
rations in the south of Spain, it is not probable, from the general state of 

* The late Major Gen. Sir H. F. Cooke, K.C.U. 
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the French, iihat any great misfortune can happen before we return. In 
the meantime the Spaniards will acquire strength and experience; ami I 
must observe that nothing we can do can he so useful to them ns to got 
possession of and organise a good army in Portugal. On the other hand, 
if the efforts of the Spanish nation should fail, and if tho French avo now 
able to obtain possession of Cadiz, I do not think the prosoneo of your 
corps would he of much avail to prevent tire occurrence of this raislor- 
tune; while its presence here is of the utmost importance, to cnahle, me. 
to perform the operations intrusted to me, the success of which would he 
a great benefit to Great Britain ; even if all should unfortunately fail. 
Therefore, in either and all the views of the case, whether Spain is to 
continue or to fail, Portugal is an object, and your presence hero is most 
necessary. You will find, on your arrival with Adm. Cotton, instructions 
for your operations. 

Do not delay on account of the hill which you are to draw for 100,000/., 
but leave Tucker or somebody to settle it with the Junta with tho hills in 
his hands. 

Memorandum for disembarlcation. 3lHh .Tuly, 1808. 

In the event of a landing being determined upon in Mondego bay, a 
signal will he made to Capt. Malcolm, when it will be settled at what 
period it may be proper to move the horse ships, and the ships having the 
.ordnance on board, Into the river. 

The infantry will be directed to he landed from tho transports in tho 
roads, and to be rowed in the boats up the river, and landed on the soutii 
bank of it; Gen. Fane’s brigade first, excepting the Vcterim battalion, 
which is to remain on hoard: then Gen. Ferguson’s; then Gen. Crnn- 
furd’s. 

In the mean time the following arrangements are to he mode ; 

Ist. The havresacks and canteens now in tlie regimental stores are to 
be given out to the men. 

2nd. Tin camp kettles are to be issued from the Q. M. G.’s stores to tho 
regiments. 

3rd. The Commissary must issue to each of tho Paymasters of regi- 
ments, on account of the Paymaster Gen., the sum of £1000 for each of 
the regiments, and in that proportion for the artillery, dragoons, and 95th 
companies, which he will receive from the Donegal. A month’s pay may 
also he issued on the same account to the officers of the Staff. 

4th. Gen. Hill will inform the officer commanding tho 20th light 
dragoons that he is to receive a sufficient number of horses to mount all his 
men; that he will therefore be prepared to land the horse appointments of 
the men who have at present no horses. 

5th. The following arrangement to be made respecting baggage, Tho 
men to land, each with one shirt and oha pair of shoes, hosidcs thos(i im 
them, corahs, i-azor, and a brush, which are to he packed up in their great 
coats. The knapsacks to he left in the transports, and tho bnggngo of the 
officers, excepting such light articles as are necessary for them. A 
careful serjeant to he left in the head quarter sliip of each regiment, and 
a careful private man in each of the other ships, in charge of the baggage ; 
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and each officer who shall leave any baggage in a transport must take care 
to have his name marked on each package, and each numbered, and give 
a list of what he leaves to the soldier in charge of the baggage, in order 
that he may get what he may require. 

6th. The men will land with 3 days’ bread and 2 days’ meat, cooked. 

Ith.. The Commanding officer of artillery is to land the 3 brigades of 
artillery, each with half the usual proportion of ammunition, the forge 
cart, &c. He will also land 500,000 rounds of musket ammunition for 
the use of the troops, for which carriage will be provided. 

8th. Each soldier will have with him 3 good flints. 

9th. Besides the bread above directed to be landed with the soldiers, 3 
days’ bread to he packed up in bogs, containing 100 lbs. each, on board 
each of the transports, for the number of soldiers who shall be disem- 
barked from it. 

loth. Mr. Commissary Pipon to be directed to attach a Commissary, 
and the necessary number of clerks, &c., to each brigade, to the cavalry 
and to the artillery. He will hereafter receive directions to take charge 
of the bread above directed to be prepared, and to make his arrange- 
ments for victualling the troops. 

11th. Three days’ oats to be landed with each of the horses. 

12th. The horses of the Irish Commissariat to be handed over, when 
landed, to the Commanding officer of the artillery, who will allot the 
drivers to take charge of them ; and then the officers and drivers belong- 
ing to the Irish Commissariat to place themselves under the orders of 
Mr. Pipon. 

13th. The officers commanding companies will make an arrangement 
for purchasing mules for the carriage of camp equipage, for which they 
have received an allowance in the embarkation money 

To Adm. Sir Gh. Cotton, Bart. H.H.S. Dmegal, off Figueira, 30th July, 1808. 

I arrived here this day, and have received dispatches from England, 
dated the ISth inst., from which I leom that a reinforcement to the 
amount of 5000 men is likely to arrive here immediately. 

I propose to disembark here the day after to-morrow, but I shall not 
move forward till I shall hear of my reinforcement from England, or of 
the arrival of Gen. Spencer. I think it probable that he will now come 
here, for I understand that Gen. Castanos defeated Dupont in an action 
fought on the 20th inst., and that Dupont surrendered on condition that 
he should be sent to France by sea. If this should be true, there can be 
nothing to detain Gen. Spencer in that quarter. 

I propose to look at Peniche as I shall march towards Lisbon, and if 
there should he any prospect of early success, I shall attack the place. 
But in order to bo able to effect this object I must have 24 pounders; and 
the necessity there may be to have this ordnance at Peniehe, and the desire 
which I have to profit as long as possible by the assistance of Capt. Bligh, 
induce mo to ask you to allow the Alfred to remain with us as long as 
may be possible. I shall not ask to detain eitlier that ship or the Donegal, 
as soon as the moment shall arrive at which you may have it in your 
power to attack the fleet. If either the fleet having on hoard the ordnance 
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stores, or Gen. Spencer’s corps, or the reinforcements from England, 
should go to the moufli of the Tagus, I shall he obliged to you if you will 
order them here, directing that they may keep in shore, in case we should 
have occasion to communicate with them. 

Capt. Malcolm will write to you about the marines, who shall be sent in 
the Blossom and Lively. 

To Visct. Casdereagh. H.M.S. Donegal, off Figueira, Ist Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you, that when on my passage from the fleet 
to the mouth of the Tagus, I fell in with H. M. S. Piantagenei, on the 2Gth 
July, in which was embarked Capt. Cooke, of the Coldstream Guards, who 
delivered to me the dispatches from Gen. Spencer, of which I enclose copies, 
by which I was informed that that officer had landed at Puerto dc S'* Maria, 
and had determined to remain in the province of Andalusia. After con- 
sulting with Sir C. Cotton upon the situation of affairs in Portugal 
and Spain, I thought it proper to send Gen. Spencer orders to re-embork 
his whole corps and to join me, unless he should be engaged in any active 
operation, the relinquishment of which he should deem dotrimonlnl to the 
cause of die Spaniards. As Gen. Spencer, in his letter, and more ]>ar- 
ticularly in a verbal message by Capt. Cooke, represented the great dis- 
tress for money which was felt by the Junta of Seville, I desired him to 
draw upon England for £100,000, and to pay that sum to the person they 
should appoint to receive it. 

I have the honor to enclose copies of the letters which I have written 
to Gen. Spencer upon this occasion, in which the reasons which induced 
me to give these orders are sufficiently detailed ; and they will, I hope, 
justify me for having given them, without being under the necessity of 
troubling your Lordship with my reasons for thinking that it was pro- 
bable that Dupont was not sufficiently strong for Gen. Caslanosj that 
Gen. Spencer’s corps was useless at Cadiz, while the operations of mine 
in Portugal were cramped for want of its assistance j that a junction of 
the two corps was necessary to enable either to perform any effectual 
service; and that, in the general situation of affairs in Spain, as well as 
in Portugal, it was most important to drive the French out of Portugal. 

The orders which I gave appeared to me to be entirely in conformity 
with the intentions and object of His Majesty’s government, and to be 
consistent with those which your Lordship gave to the General in your 
letter of the 30th June ; and although it appears by your Lordship’s dis- 
patch of the 15th July, which I received here from Lord Burghersh on 
the 30th, that it was His Majesty’s intention to assist the Spanish nation 
with a body of his troops in Andalusia, I did not think it proper to recall 
those which I had sent to Gen. Spencer on tlie 26th. The second orders 
would not have reached him till the 3d or 4th of Aug., when ho would 
have carried the first into execution, and would probably bo far advanced 
on his passage; and I received accounts on my arrival hero, on the same 
day, to which I gave credit, that Gen. Castanos had defeated Gen. Dupont 
on the 20th inst., and there was no longer any immediate necessity for the 
assistance of the British corps in that quarter of Spain. These accounts 
have been still further confirmed by others arrived this day, from which 
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il appears that Gen. Dupont, and all the French troops to the southward 
of Ihe Sierra Morena, had surrendered, on condition, that they should be 
sent to France by sea. 

The information of the state of the enemy’s force in Portugal, com- 
municated to me by Gen. Spencer, (which, however exaggerated the 
accounts he had received may be, deserve attention,) and the expectation 
held out by your Lordship, that a reinforcement would arrive here at an 
early period, have necessarily induced me to delay the commencement of 
the operations of the troops under my command till the arrival of the 
corps from England, or of Gen. Spencer. The General will have received 


G. O. Mondego bay, 3Jst July, ISOS. 

The troops ore to understand that Portugal is a country friendly to His Majesty, that it 
is essentially necessary to their own success that the most strict obedience should he pre- 
served, that properties and persona should be respected, and that no injury should be done 
which it is possible to avoid. The Lieut. General declares his determination to punish in the 
most exemplary manner all who may be convicted of acts of outrage and of plunder against 
tlie persons or property of any of tlie people of the country. 

It is almost essential to the success of the army that the religions prejudices and opinions 
of tlie people of the country should be respected, and with this view the Lieut. General 
desires die fallowing rules may be observed : 

1st. No officer or soldier belonging to the army is to go to any place of religious worship, 
during the performance of Divine service in such places, excepting with the permission of 
the efficer ouinmunding his regiment, and the General officer commanding the brigade to 
which he belongs, 

2ud, When an officer or soldier shall visit a dmrch, or any other place of religious wor- 
ship, from motives of curiosity, at periods when Divine service is not performed, he is to 
roniaiii iiiicovcrcd while in the cliuich. 

3rd. When the Host passes in (he streets, officers and soldiers, not on duty, are to halt 
and iVoiil it; tliu iilllccrs to pull oQ' their bds, and tlie soldiers to put thoir hands to their 
calls. Wlien it sliidl puss a guard, the guard will turn out and present arms; when a 
suiilry, the sentry iiiiist present arms. 

Until further orders llio Irooiis will receive rations from the Commissary. The rations 
will consist fur each day of 1 lb. of bread or biscuit, and I lb. of meat, salt or tresh. If 
(lie soldiers should have fresh meat, tliey are not entitled to spirits or wine ; if they should 
have salt meat, and upon all occasions when it can bo got for them, they shall have each 
one quarter of a pint of spirits, or a pint of wine. The troops are also entitled in camp to 
3 Ills, of wood each man. 

The women, that is to say, 0 for each company of 100 men, will receive half a ration 
]>er diem, and the childron a quarter ; but no spirits or wine will be issued to women or 
children. 

Dorses will receive a ration of 10 lbs. of Iray and 10 lbs. of uot^ if hay and oats sliould 
ho delivered. If thcro should he none in store, the ration will bo 14 His. of Indian corn 
or barley, and 10 lbs. of straw. 

Thu nninhcr of days for which an issue is to he mode will be stated in G. O. the day 
previous to the issue, and the returns and receipts are to be given to tlie Commissary ac- 
cunliiig to tlio following regulations, viz. : 

A return of the elfcetives of each regiment of infimtry and cavalry present entitled to 
draw provisions agreeably to the following forms, signed by the paymaster and command- 
ing oflicer of each corps, is to be sent the day previous to the issue to the Assist. Commi^ 
sary, from whom the supplies are to be drawn. On the doy of delivery a rcoeint, in ft-i- 
plieate, is to lie producetf to the Assist. CammiBsary, agreeably to the form herewith, signed 
us above, end by the quarter muster, the commanding officer being held responsible for the 
nconracy, ns well of the return as of the receipt 

Wlion detachments are stationed at a distance from tlio head quarters of their regiments, 
tlie commanding officers thureuf are to conform to the regulations above laid down for the 
wmmandiiig officers of regiments. On fho 24th of each month iiiolusivoly, a general 
receipt ill triplicate is to lio furiiished to tlie Assist, Commissary for the whole period 
from tho 2Sth of the preceding month to (Jio 24th of the present one, both inclusive, 
wliich receipt, in (riplieate, is to be signed by the commanding officer and quartet master, 
and in whieli are to be recapitulated the different periods of delivery from that par- 
tiiinlar magazine, Iiy which means the receipts before given, as temporary vouchers, are 
to be cancelled. 


Assistr 
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my letter of the 26th, I hope, on the 28th, and I expect that he will ho 
ready to sail by the 31st. The length of his passage to the Tagus, and to 
this place, must then depend upon the winds, which have blown from the 
southward since the 28th. 

The enemy’s position in tlie neighbourhood of the Tagus appears so 
strong, that it is considered impracticable to make a landing in that 
quarter, without diverting the attention by an attack to the northward. 
The plans of attack on Cascacs Bay would fail, because it is staled to be 
impossible to approach the coast sufficiently witli the large ships to silence 


Assist. Commissaries are to be allotted to each brigade and corps of the army, as will bo 
stated in General Orders; but in Ciiso any regiment or detachment should oe™ to receive 
its provisions from one assistant in the coarse of the month, the general receipts in triplimte, 
as above stated, must he given to each Assist. Commissary for the number of days whioli 
each regiment may have received its provisions from each Commissary. 

The staff of the army will he guided iu drawing tlieir supplies by the foregoing regula- 
tions. 

The aides de camp of Generals will sign receipts in like manner forthe stall they belong 
to, which are likewise to he cancelled by a general one iu triplicate, on die 2 Itli of caoli 
month, or after the deliveries made from that jiarticular depot. Each de]iartineiit to 
give receipts in tlie manner as hefuie directed for the whole of that deparhnent at the 
station. 

If any detnclimeiit of the troops should at any time receive provisions and llrewood from 
the inhabitants, the officer commanding the regiment or detachment will give a receipt in 
writing in the following form : 

i. Received from — , magistrate of tlie town of , 

Wood ... — lbs. 

Meat ... — Ihs. 

Bread ... — lbs. 

Wine ... — qts. 

for the soldiers of the regt, under iny command, for — days, ftom the 

to the of inclusive. (Signed) , officer eimmig. 

If detachments should consist of soldiers of more than one regiment, a separate receipt is 
to he given for those of each regiment. If forage is received, tlie receipt uiust run in tlio 
foUowmg form : 

ii. Received ftom , magistrate of the town of , rations of forage, eonsistiiig 

of 10 lbs. of straw, and 14 lbs. of barley or Indian corn each, for lioriie.s helniiging 

to the regt. (or if a General or Held officer on the staff, the name of each olHcor), 

from the to the , both days inclusive. (Signed) , ollioer ooining. 

Tlie receipts for carriages must be drawn in the following manner : 

iii. Received from — — , magistrate for the town of , a cart with 2 Imllooks, for tlie 

use of regt., of or detachment under my command, which went miles. 

fSigiied) , officer coining. 

The receipts must be given every 3 days for provisions and forage ; and fur carriages 
when tliey shall he discharged, by commanding officers of corps and detachments. 

Aides de camp of General officei's, and others who sign tlicso receipts, will take care 
that fliey are draivn out in tlie regular form. 

The officers and soldiers are to uiuleisloud that tliey ore to pay for every thing tliey re- 
qiiire from the couiifry, excepting previsions, forage, wood, and carriages idlowod by the 
public. For these articles when required, and net issued hy (he Comniissury, they will 
make requisitions in the country, and give receipts ; but tliey are to make these rcqiiish ions 
only by order of a General or other officer cummaiidiug a brigade or detiichincnt : and in 
case any officer sliould pass his receipt fur any article for which he oiiglit to pay, or sliimlil 
sign a receipt for which nc may nut bo aiilliorizcd by tho officer commanding the brigade 
or detachment to wlilch he belongs, tlie Coimiiissary will receive directions to charge sucii 
articles to the officer who shall have given the receipt, and suoli officer will also he liulile to 
the penalties of disubedience of orders, 

O^icera to la^ with as little bapffaiie as poesilile. [Not in the General Orders fiTOi 
whence tliis copy wte made, although mentioned in the Index of tlicm.] 



PORTUGAL. 


45 


the Port of Cascaes, and tlie other works erected for the defence of the 
bay; and altliough the ships of war might be able to pass Fort St. Julian, 
the Fort Bugio, and the other works by which the entrance of tlie Tagus 
is defended, it is not imagined tliat these forts could be silenced by their 
fire, so as to enable the troops to land at Paqo d’Arcos, as was proposed. 
Between Cascaes and the Cape Roca, and to tlie northward of Capo Roca, 
there are small bays, in which small bodies of men could be disembarked 
in moderate weather. But the surf on tlie whole of the coast of Portugal 
is great, and the disembarkation in these bays of the last divisions of 5ie 
troops, and of their necessary stores and provisions, would be precarious, 
even if a favorable moment should have been found for the disembarkation 
of the first. The vicinity of the enemy, and the want of resources in tlie 
country in the neighbourhood of the Rock of Lisbon, for the movement 
of the necessary stores and provisions for the army, would increase the 
embarrassment of a disembarkation in that quarter. All these considera- 
tions, combined with a due sense of the advantages which I shall derive 
from the co operation of the Portuguese troops, have induced me to decide 
in favor of a landing to the northward. 

There is no place to the northward of Lisbon which would at all 
answer for a place of disembarkation nearer than Mondego, excepting 
possibly Peniche. But the fort upon that peninsula is strong, and is 
occupied by the enemy with a sufficient garrison, and could not be taken 
witlidut heavy ordnance ; and the ordnance and ammunition, which your 
Ijordship informed me in your dispatch of the 30th June was to sail 
from the river on that day, has not yet arrived. 

I shall consider the possession of the harbour and city of Lisbon as the 
immediate object of our operations, which must be attained by that of the 
forts by which the entrance of the Tagus is guarded. It is probable that 
it will be necessary to attack two of these forts, Cascaes and St. Julian, 
with heavy ordnance ; and it is obvious that the enemy will not allow us 
to undertake those operations till he shall have been driven from the field. 

The positions which ho would take for the defence of these posts must 
be all turned from the heights to the northward of Lisbon, and, indeed, 
unless prevented by our possession of these heights, the enemy would 
have it in his power to renew the contest in different positions, until he 
should be driven into Lisbon or retire. The last will be rendered difficult, 
if not impossible, excepting in boats across the Tagus, by the adoption of 
the line of attack by the heights to the northward, which I also prefer, as 
being more likely to bring the contest to the issue of a battle in the field. 

I have this day commenced my disembarkation in the river of Mondego, 
because I was apprehensive that any further delay might tend to dis- 
courage the country, and because I shall experience greater facilities in 
making tho arrangements for the movement and supply of the army when 
it shall be on shore than while it shall continue afloat. Tlie landing is 
attended with some difficulties even here, and would be quite impossible 
if we had not tlie cordial assistance of the country, notwithstanding the 
zeal and abilities of tho officers of the navy ; and in all probability Gen. 
Spencer and the reinforcements from England will arrive beforejhe troops 
at present here shall be on shore : if eitlier should, 
commence my march. 
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I have the honor to inform your Lordship that I have issued 5000 
stands of arms for tlie purpose of arming the Portuguese regular troops, 
who, it is intended, should co-operate with the British army in the attack 
on the French in this country. 

To Uic Duke of Richmond. H.M.S. Doncffal, off tho Mondogo, 1st Aug. 1808. 

Nothing has occurred since my last letter excepting that I have been to 
the Tagus to communicate with Sir G. Cotton, and the result is a determi- 
nation to make our landing to the northward of the Mondego river. 

Spencer has sent me a paper of information stating that the French 
force in Portugal amounts to 20,000 men ; and although ho knows I have 
only 10,000, and that he was not employed on any service to the south, he 
had determined to remain on shore at Xerez near Cadiz: but I have 
ordered him to join me, and I expect him in a day or two ; and as I don’t 
believe the French have so many as 20,000 men, I shall commence my 
operations as soon as he with his 5000, or a reinforcement expected from 
England of 5000 men, shall join me. He sent this same account to Eng- 
land, where they took tlie alarm, and ordered out 5000 men and Moore’s 
corps of 10,000 men, with several general officers, senior to mo, and Sir 
Hew Dalrymple to command the whole army. I hope tJint I shall have beat 
Junot before any of them shall arrive, and then they will do ns tlioy please 
with me. I think it possible, however, tliat the ministry may wislr mo to 
return to you. 

I have commenced my landing, which 'vrill not be completed, on account 
of the difficulties of this iron coast, till either Spencer or tho English 
reinforcement shall arrive. 

What becomes of Lord Chatlmm in all this ? 

P.S. General Castafios has certainly beat Dupont in an action fought in 
Andalusia on the 20th July. Dupont surrendered, with his whole army, 
on condition of being sent to France by sea. 

ToViset. Castleieagh. H.M.S. Donegal, IstAng. 1808. 

I have nothing to add to my public letter of this date, excepting to toll 
you I have reason to believe Gen. Spencer’s account of the French force in 
Portugal is exaggerated. I intended to make the attack with my own 
corps, aided by the Portuguese, if it should have turned out that he could 
not join me, according to my orders of the 26th July, until I received 
your letter of the 1 5th, in which you announce the reinforcements ; and 
I shall now march on, of coni’se, as soon as one of the corps shall arrive. 

Pole and Burghersh have apprised me of the arrangements for tho 
future command of this aimy; and tlie former has informed me of your 
kindness towards me, of which I have experienced so many instances, that 
I can never doubt it in any case. All that I can say upon that subject is, 
that whether I am to command the array or not, or am to quit it, I shall 
do my best to insure its success ; and you may depend upon it that t shall 
not. hurry the operations, or commence them one momont sooner than they 
ought to be commenced, in order that I may acquire the credit of tho 
success. 

The government will determine for me in what way they will employ 
me hereafter, whetlier here or elsewhere. My opinion is, that Groat 



PORTUGAL. 


47 


Britain ought to raise, organize, and pay an army in Portugal, con- 
sisting of 30,000 Portuguese troops, which might be easily raised at an 
early period ; and 20,000 British, including 4000 or 5000 cavalry. This 
army might operate on the frontiers of Portugal in Spanish Estremadura, 
and it would serve as the link between the kingdoms of Galicia and 
Andalusia: it would ^give Great Britain the preponderance in the conduct 
of the war in the Peninsula j and whatever might be the result of the 
Spanish exertions, Portugal would be saved from the French grasp. You 
know best whether you could bear the expense, or what part of it the 
Portuguese government would or could defray. But if you should adopt 
this plan, you must send everything from England ; arms, ammunition, 
clothing, and accoutrements, ordnance, flour, oats, &c. These articles 
must find their way to the frontier, partly by the navigation of the 
Douro and Tagus, and partly by other means. 

P.S. The ground I have for believing that Castanos has beaten Dupont 
is, that I have read a copy of his dispatch to the Junta of Seville, pub- 
lished in the Coimbra gazette. Its purport is nearly what I have stated 
in my dispatch, excepting only that Dupont may have surrendered with 
his ai'my, and that the French force in the Sierra Morena, not engaged in 
the action of the 20th, may have capitulated, on condition of being sent 
to France by sea. I do not understand Portuguese well enough to say 
whether tliis is not the case, and somebody has taken away the gazette. 

2d P.S. You will observe that I have exceeded my authority in order- 
ing Spencer to draw for £100,000 upon England, and to advance that sum 
to the Junta at Seville; of which act I hope you will see the propriety, 
and that you will send me an approbation of it. I must mention, how- 
ever, that since I did it, I have heard that Sir H. Daliymple hod refused 
to advance them any money, although he hsid an authority. 

To Lieut. Col. Tronl. H.M.S. Donegal, Ist Aug. 1808. 

I have just received your letter of this day ; and I shall write to the 
Bishop in order to have it ascertained whether or not tlie Portuguese troops 
under Gen. Freire are to co-operate with me. If they should do so, I 
shall send you a project for the march combined with that of the British 
troops. 

You are mistaken in supposing that I shall march on Wednesday, or 
tliat any day is fixed for my march ; but I shall take care to give you due 
notice of it, and will beg you to communicate it to Gen. Freire, and to 
press him not to move forward until I shall be ready. The arms were 
sent on shore this day, and you shall have the 10,000 flints. I prefer the 
mares to the stallions for our cavalry. 

To thfl Juiz do Fora* at Fignoira. H.M.S. Donegal, 1st Aug. 1808. 

As a part of the troops under my command have landed, and their 
horses, and the mules and cattle belonging to the people of the country, 
which are with the camp, situated near the village of Lavos, are in want 
of grain and forage, I shall be much obliged to you if you will give 


* The magistrate in a Portuguese town. 
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dil'octioTis that foraga and grain may be collected at Lavoa for the uao of 
tlie cattle, and mules, and horses, for which the Commissary will pay. 

Memnranclum foi llio Commissary General. H.]Vr..S. Donegal, let Aug. ISOS. 

lat. The troops will land with 4 days' bread and 2 days’ meat; and it 
will be necessaiy to keep up that supply at the village of Jjiiyos, so tliat, 
when the army shall march, the troops may carry, each man, 4 days’ 
bread. 

2d. Besides this quantity of bread to he carried by the men themselves, 
a quantity, equal to 3 days’ consumption for 10,000 men, must be carried, 
if possible, on the backs of mules; viz., 2 bags, or 224 lbs., on each 
mule; this will require 130 mules. 

3d. Besides these 7 days’ bread to move with the troops, the Lieut. 
General desires that 10 days’ bread, 5 days’ meat, and 10 days’ spirits, for 
10,000 men, should move from Laves about the same time, by the carts 
of the country, to he formed into a depdt about 70 miles in advance. 
This will require 

Curts. 

Bread 170 

Meat ..... 101) 

Spirits . • . . .07 

Total ... 307 

These carts must he levied, and wilTbe relieved at Leiria. 

4th. The Medical department will require 2 carts to march with the 
army, carrying 24 bearers for wounded men, a cose of utonsils, and a 
medicine chest. 

5th. Tlie artillery will require, to move with the army, 250 mules, each 
to carry 2000 rounds of musket ammunition. 

6th. The Q. M. Gen.’s department will require 30 mules to ciu’iy 
intrenching tools. 

7 til. The Commissary Gen. will make arrangements for supplying the 
troops at Lavos with bread, meat, spirits, and wood. 

8th. The Commissary Gen. will see in the G. 0. to what day the troops, 
as they disembark, will have bread and meat, and ho will provide accord- 
ingly for their subsistence. 

9th. The horses will land, each with 3 days’ forage and oats : provision 
must be made for them after die 3d inst. ; but as the demand must be 
small, it is concluded that the country will experience no difficulty in 
supplying their wants, and therefore no provision is made for carrying 
forward forage or oats. 

lOdi. The muleteers and carmen are to be provisioned from this date, 
and their cattle foraged. 

11th. Bread, &c. to be landed from the ships accordingly. 

Froclaniation hy the Commanders in Chief of His Britannic Majesty's Land and .Sea 
Torces, employed to assist the loyal Inhabitouts of the Kingdom of Portugal. 

Lavas, 2d Aiig I S08. 

People of Portugal ! The time is arrived to rescue your country, and 
restore the government of your lawful Prince. 

His Britannic Majesty, our most gracious King .md master, has, in 
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compliance with the wishes and ardent supplications for succour from all 
parts of Portugal, sent to your aid a British army, directed to co-operate 
with his fleet, already on your coast. 

The English soldiers, who land upon your shore, do so with every sen- 
timent of friendship, faith, and honor. 

The glorious struggle in which you ai-e engaged is for all that is dear to 
man, the protection of your wives and children ; the restoration of your 
lawful Prince ; the independence, nay, the very e.vistcnce of your king- 
dom ; and for the preservation of your holy religion. Objects like these 
can only be obtained by distinguished examples of fortitude and con- 
stancy. 

The noble struggle against the tyranny and usurpation of France will 
be Jointly maintained by Portugal, Spain, and England ; and in contribu- 
ting to the success of a cause so just and glorious, the views of His 
Britannic Majesty are the same as those by which you are yourselves 
animated. 

Memoiandum for the Commissary General. Lavos, Sd Ang. ISOS. 

1st. The 130 mules allotted to carry three days’ bread for the army 
should be divided into three divisions, each consisting of 35 mules, and to 
be handed over to the Assist. Commissary attached to each of the brigades, 
the remaining 25 being handed over to the Commissary attached to head 
quarters. 

2d. The Assist. Commissaries are to be directed to give the muleteers 
each a ration of bread and meat daily, and to forage the mnles. 

3d. The 250 mules for the ai'tillery must be mustered and set apart, 
and an Assist. Commissary must be appointed to take charge of them and 
forage them, and give rations to the drivers. 

4th. 12 of the best mules, now with tlie array, to be selected for draft, 
and these will answer for the intrenching tools, instead of the 30 before 
ordered. These must be handed over to the chief Engineer, and the Com- 
missaiy General niust provide rations for the mules and muleteers. 

5th. A head muleteer, or capataz, to he appointed to superintend each 
division attached to the Assist. Commissaries of brigades, and to every 50 
of the mules attached to tlie artillery, for the carriage of musket ammuni- 
tion, and to the 100 mules ordered to he retained in the next article. 
These head muleteers, if not otherwise paid in the service, to receive one 
shilling per diem, besides rations. 

6th. 100 mules, with drivers, to he retained in cose of the arrival of 
reinforcements, and 1 50 carts, in addition to tliose ordered to be retained 
for particular service on the 1st inst. 

Ith. The mules and carta for the service being ascertained, the Com- 
missary Gen. should select them from the numbers now attending camp : 
he must put all the carts ordered on the 1st inst., and those and the mules 
ordered this day, in charge of an Assist. Commissary Gen., who will mus- 
ter them, forage the mules and cattle, and give rations of bread and meat 
to the drivers. 

8th. All the carts and mules above this number to be discharged. 

VOL. III. 
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9tli. A head driver must he appointed for every 50 carts, ordered by 
tlic Memorandum of the 1st inst., and by the 5th article of that of this 
day ; and if not already in the service, this man to bo paid one shilling; a 
day besides his ration. 

10th. The carts and mules must do all the duty of the army till they 
shall be required to perform the particular services allotted to them in the 
Memorandum of the 1st and of this day. 

To Col. Trant. 3il Aiiff. 180R. 

I received your letter of the 2d tliis morning. I shall bo perfectly 
satisfied if I can get 5000 regular troops and 2000 irregulars ; upon which 
subject I have bogged Col. Brown to communicate with the Bishop ; and 
1 am decidedly of opinion that it is necessary to watch the enemy’s move- 
ments from the northward, and upon the Douro, with the remaindor of the 
Portuguese troops that can bo collected ; for I acknowledge that I give no 
credit to the truth of the reported second or third Spanish victories at 
Benavente. 

It is very evident from your account that the Portuguese are not acou- 


[The G. 0. in Italics not in the Ocneml Orders Trom wlience tliis copy was made, nllliougli 
mentioned in the Index of them.] 

G, O. Laves, 3d Aug. ISOS. 

Relative to the turning out of the line, momting of guards, piquets, ^e. 

The order of battle of the army is to bo 2 deep, and us follows, beginning witli the right: 

Major Gen. Fetgnsou's brirode. 

Brig. Gen. Callm Cranlbrd s ditto. 

Brig. Gen. Fane’s ditto, on Uie left. 

There is to be a howitzer and 3 pieces of camion attached to each of tho brigades of infantry. 
The 9 pounder Iirigado with that under Major Gen. Ferguson, and tlie remainder of the ar- 
tillery not allotted, will be in reserve. 

On marching days the piquets coming off duty will either be fixed previous to themarcli, 
and tbeir place in tho order of march will be stated in orders or they will not he fixed 
till the army shall have reached its ground. In the same manner the piquets coming off 
duty will either join tbeir re^ments, or follow the army os a rear guard, as will be dimeted 
in the orders for the march. 

When the army shall move ft'om its left, the 9Sth and 9th bait. COlh will lead the 
column in the ordinary course. When the army shall move from its rights the 05th and Stli 
batt, 60th must form tiie advanced guard, and lead tho column, from tho right of tho two 
corps with the howitzer and 6 pounders attaciied to Gen. Fane's brigade. 

The Lieut, General requests the General officers commanding brigades will, on all occa- 
sions of march and formation of the line of their respective brigades, place the light infantry 
companies belonging to the several regiments under their command in a separate corps 
under the command of a field officer. In the ordinary formation on parade, and in route 
marches, these corps of light infantry will he on the left of the brigade. In formation in 
front of the enemy they will be in front or in rear, according to circumstances ; and in the 
marches of columns to take op a position, they will be on the reverse flank of the column. 
The light infantry comjianies will, however, encamp, and do all duties with flie regiments. 

Tlie cavalry is to be in reserve; and its position, as well in the line as in the column of 
march, will be pointed out in the orders of the day. One suhidteni and 21) qieii iiiusi, liow- 
ever, be a piquet every day with a view of furnishing tlie necessary putroles, and keeping 
up tlie commuiilcatinii. 

Sentries to be relieved every hour daring the day. 

Order respecting fires in camp. 

The ration of a muleteer, or bullock driver, is to he I Hi. of bread and J lit. of meat per 
diem s that of a mule 10 His. of stiaw and ^ of on iilquiuv of barley or Indian corn ; that of 
a bullock 10 lbs. of straw of Indian corn. 
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lately informed even of the first action which was fought, not on the 12th, 
but the 14th July ; and not at Beiiavente, to which town the Spanish 
troops retreated, but at Rio Seoo. 

I think that it would be attended with good consequences if I could see 
Gen. Freire; and if you will settle a meeting with him, I will go over to 
Monte Mdr o Velho on any day, at any hour, he will fix. 

I understood that you did not want any ammunition for the Portuguese 
troops. 

Are the 75,000 rounds to be fixed at Leiria for them ? 

To Lntd Burglietsh. Lavos, 3d Aug. 1808. 

I received this morning your letter of yesterday, and your report is very 
satisfactory. I have heard this day that the infantry and artillery have 
nearly completed tlieir embarkation, and I hope we shall have everything 
on shore to-morrow. 

I should like much to have a report of the state of things at Viseu j - and 
I have nothing else for you to do here at present. If I should move before 
your return, which is not very probable, you can easily overtake me. 

I think that, if I can get 5000 good Portuguese troops and 2000 regu- 
lars, it is as much of that description as I should want ; more would only 
embarrass us , and I think it very desirable that we should have an eye to 
the cause of Douro. I suspect the truth of these second and third Spanish 
victories in the neighbourhood of Benavente, and I see clearly, that at all 
events, the intelligence respecting them, given to Col. Trant, is not 
correct j for he is mistaken respecting the date even of the first action, 
which took place on the 14th, and not on tlie 12th; and he says that a 
reinforcement came from Andalusia, which is the western kingdom of the 
Peninsula. 

The same reasons therefore which induced me to confine my requisition 
of Portuguese troops to 5000, and to recommend a collection of troops to 
watch the enemy’s movements from the northward, still exists. 

To Adm. Sir Charles Cotton, Bart. Lavos, 4th Aug. 1808. 

I have just had the honor of receiving your dispatches of the 29th and 
31st ult., by the Scout. 

In the letter which I had the honor of addressing to you on the 31st 
July, I requested that in case tlie fleet having on board the equipment for 
the heavy ordnance, or that having Gen. Spencer, or that having a rein- 
forcement from England, should arrive at the Tagus, you would order 
them to Figueira; and I conclude that you will have ordered the fleet of 
transports, having on board Gen. Spencer’s corps, to come here imme- 
diately. 

Upon a full consideration of all that passed between you and me upon 
the subject of disembarkations to be made in the bay of Lisbon, or to the 
northward, and in the neighbourhood of the Rock, I was convinced that it 
was a very hazardous undertaking for tliose who should attempt it, as well 
as for those who should depend upon die assistance and co-operation of the 
troops intended to be disembarked in that quai’ter. 

u 2 



82 PORTOGATj. 

In respect to a disembarkation in the country sontli of the Tagus, it ap- 
peared to me to be a division of our force, likely to be attended with bad 
consequences to one, if not to both of our divisions ; and Ihorcforo, upon 
the whole, I thought it better to concentrate our force at the earliest jios- 
sible period, and to land the whole hero, as being in every respect the most 
convenient landing place, and the most eligible spot fronr which to pro- 
ceed to the attack of the enemy’s force in Portugal. On this ground, I 
requested you to send Gen. Spencer here, and in expectation of liis arrival, 
I have disembarked my own corps, and wait only for his junction to com- 
mence my operations. I am fully aware of the advantage to be derived by 
diverting the enemy’s attention to die Bay of Lisbon, during ray advance 
towards that city ; and, accordingly, I propose to send a battalion to tlie 
fleet, which is not very capable of making an active march, but may enable 
you, with the assistance of the marines of the fleet, to make a very season- 
able diversion in my favor. 

I had hoard a report that a detachment of the French army had crossed 
the Tagus, and I entertained some apprehensions for the fate of the Spanish 
detachment at Alentejo j and I am now happy to find, from such good au- 
diority, that it has returned northward. 


To Lieut. Col. Btovn. Lavos, 4th Aug. ISOS. 

I have just received your letter of the 3d, and am much obliged to you 
for the exertions yoti have made to procure the mules for us ; if you can 
get us 100, that number will, I imagine, be sufScient. 

I shall be very glad to See you and Mr. Walsh here as soon as you can 
come over. I expect Gen. Spencer with his corps evoiy moment, and I 
propose to march as soon as he shall arrive. 

We shall be much distressed for the want of about 150 draft mules, to 
complete the draft of Gen. Spencer’s artillery, which I was in hopes I 
should have had from the 500 which I expected Mr. Walsh would have 
purchased for me. Can he, or you, or the Portuguese Commander in Chief 
do any thing to assist us in this way? Are there no draft mules left in tlie 
country ? 

I am obliged to you for my chaise and cart, which I request you to send 
over as soon as you can. The Bishop must, however, receive payment for 
them. Tell Col. Trant that I do not write to him, as I have nothing par- 
ticular to say. I have received from Sir 0. Cotton, and from Seville, the 
oflScial accounts of Castafios’ victory. The French, who had crossed tlie 
Tagus on the 26th, had retired again to this side of tlie river before the 
31st. You may tell the gentlemen at Coimbra, and the Bishop, that this 
is certain. 

To Lord Buigherah. Liivos, 6tli Aug. 1808. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 4th inst. 

The difficulties and inconveniences attending the state of the arms of 
the Portuguese troops will, I hope, bo removed entirely as soon ns they 
will receive the English arras wliichihnve sent to them, and sonic nnmiu- 
nition. I am obliged to you for your routes : one of them, that of the 
left column, is tlie best road of the tlu'eej but I am afraid that we shall 
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not be able to use it, as in one veiy important part of it there is no com- 
munication between that road and the otliera on its right. 

Loison has returned across the Tagus : the situation of ray friends, the 
Spaniards, gave me some uneasiness when 1 heard that he had passed. 

Spencer has arrived, and his corps will probably be here to-morrow. 
You had better return, therefore, as I shall march as soon as they will be 
on shore. 

To Lieut. Col. Trant. Lavos, 0th Aug. 1808, 

I received your letter of the 5th at 3 this morning. I shall meet Gen. 
Freire at Monte Mdr, at 12 to-morrow. 

I was apprehensive that the Spaniards in Alentejo would suifer, when I 
heard that tlie French detachment had crossed the Tagus ; but I was in 
hopes that tliey had not time to effect any thing of importance, when I 
heard they had returned before the 31st. I hope now that the Spaniards 
retreated in good time, and that they have lost only tlieir rear guard. 

There is nothing so foolish as to push these half disciplined troops for- 
ward ; for the certain consequence must be, either their early and preci- 
pitate retreat, if the enemy should advance, or their certain destruction. 
I am determined not to move a man of my army till I am fully prepared 
to support any detachment I may send forward; and for tliis reason I ob- 
ject to send any troops to Leiria, in answer to various applications which 


[The G. O. in Italics not in the General Orders from wlianeo this ooi)y was made, 
although mcutioued in the Index of them.] 

G, O, laves, 5tU Aug. ISOS. 

Soldiers not to go beyond itie limits gf the camp, without a pass signed by the command- 
ing officer of the regiment. 

Outlymg piguete and outposts not to turn out, by tcay of oompUnient, unless ordered, 
Cajit. Jiuvis, D. A. A. G., will take charge of all deserters wlio have or moy hereafter 
come in from the enemy. The Dep. Commissary Gen. will issue pay and rations to the 
people according to a weekly return, which Capt. Jarvis will present to him for that pur- 
pose ; and one of die Commissary Gem's department will uiueter the men under liis command 
on the 2Ith of each month, agreeably to the form establiehed for the British service. 

G, O. Parole. Battle. Lavos, eih Aug. Isos. 

His Majesty has been graciously pleased to appoint the undermentioned officers to seive 
on the statf of the forces under the command of the Rt. Hoii. Lieut, Gen, Sir A. Wel- 
lesley from the 14tli June last inclusive: 

Major Gens. Spencer, Hill, and Ferguson. 

Brig. Gens. Nightingail, Fane, and Catlin Cmufurd. 

(The names of the officers of the general elajf here follow.) 

Officers commanding corjis and detachments will immediately scud in all carts, now in 
their possession, belonging to die Commissary Goieral’s department, to his dep&t at Lavos, 
where diey are to remain. 

Three days’ bread and 3 days' forage will be issued to-morrow at daylight ; the former 
from the Assist. Commissaries of brigades, and the latter from the Commissariat dep&t at 
Xavos from the 9th iiist. inclusive. Half a pint of wine will be issued this evening at 6 
o’clock by the Assist. Commissaries of brigad^ 

Weekly states of brigades, and corps not brigaded, will be sent in fnturetodiel). A.G.'s 
office every Monday morning at 8 o’clock. _ 

The following orderlies to be furnished, till further orders, by die 30th light dragoons ; 


Lieut, Gen. commanding . . • • 2 

Major Gen. Spencer . .... 3 

General officers, each ..... I 

H. A. Gen. .......1 

H. Q, M. Gen .1 
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have been made to me by a Portuguese Commissary, who has applied for 
protection, being, as he says, employed to collect supplies for the British 
troops, and which will probably fall into the hands of the enemy, if he 
should not be supported, 

I have uniformly objected to sending any detachment or any person 
forward till I should be enabled effectually to protect them ; and I should 
have sent on in ample time to secure everything for the army that it could 
require, or that Leiria could afford. It is unfortunate, therefore, that 
this gentleman has been sent forward, particularly if the consequence 
should be the loss of the supplies wMch Leiria might otherwise have 
afforded. 

To Adm. Sir C. Cotton, Bait, Lavos, Btli Aug. 1808, 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 2d, by tlie Nau- 
iilvs, which brought Gen. Spencer, and arrived here the day before yes- 
terday. His troops are now coming in. They will land to-morrow, I 
hope, and I shall begin my march immediately. 

I am very much obliged to you for leaving the Alfred with us. I 
shall give Capt. Bligh the plan of our marches, and shall arrange with 
him for our communication, from which I hope not only to derive some 
advantage in the way of subsistence, but to communicate to you intelligence 
of our movements. I propose besides to have daily communication by mes- 
sengers with Capt. Malcolm, at Figueira, until he shall move from hence. 

I sent my letters to England by the Blossom, which will have reached 
you. The Crocodile is still hero ; and I thought it beet to refrain from 
asking Capt. Malcolm to send her till I should find it absolutely necessary, 
which has not been the case yet, as vessels have been going down every day. 

I am much obliged to you for ordering the ordnance vessels to join us. 

Your friends from are still here. The arms which I propose 

giving them are those which the Portuguese troops will give up when 
they shall have received their new arms, and they are not yet arrived from 
Coimbra. They are perfectly satisfied with their arms, which, I under- 
■ stand, are serviceable. But if, when they shall ai-rive, I sliould find they 
are not so, 1 propose giving them 500 stands of new arms. They were a 
little alarmed when they heard that the French had crossed tlie Tagus, 
and I have not seen them since I bear’d from you that they had returned 
again. 

P.S. I have written to you offioioUy respecting the proclamation, in 


• 1-1 « . . Iavos, Gtl» Auff. 1S08. 

Blajor Got. Spencer's corps being expected, the following regimenU will, in the morning, 
move out of their tents, and keep themselves in the position which will bo pointed out to 

department ; tlie 3Ctli, 40th, Olat, and 4r)th regts. 
The 29th and 82iid regts. will occupy tlie tents of the 45tli and 36th j the 60lh tlic tents 
the Tlst; and the Gth and 32nd those of the 40th and Olst regts. 

Till the arrival of tlie regiments ordeied to occupy the tents, small guards of those which 
Will leave them must remain in charge of them. 

The COTps which are to hut, will a]jply at 6 o’clock this evening to tlie D. Q, M. G., 
nwr head quarters, for hill hoohs, and UO will be issued to each rcgiineiit. Commanding 
oliicers are reoucsted to give ]inr!icnlar directions that these hill hooks may not be lost or 
damaged, as the trooiis will require them in their future ojicrations. 
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which I have rtiade only a verbal alteration, and 1 have had a belter trans- 
lation made of it. 

To Adm. Sit C. Cotton, Bart, Lavos, 6th Aug, 1808. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter, in which you have en- 
closed the draft of a proclamation which, in your opinion, ought to be 
published to the Portuguese nation upon the commencement of the mili- 
tary operations. As I concur entirely in opinion with you, I have affixed 
your name and my own to a copy of this proclamation, and have directed 
that it may be published at Coimbra. I shall circulate it in the country, 
and send a certain number of copies to you. 

To Brig. Gen. Aclaiid^ comtnandlng co!^ firriving on the coast of Portugal. 

Lavos, 7th Aug. 1808. 

Having been informed by a dispatch from the Sec. of State, dated 15th 


G. O. JlavoB. Tth Aug. ISOS, 

Major Gen. Spencer's corps having joined the amov, the regiments will be brigaded as 
follows, from the right ; 


1st brigade 
3d brigade 
fith brigade 


5th regt, 
9th ,, 
S8th .. 

30th regt, 
82d .. 

45th regt, 

doth .. 

9l8t . , 


4th brigade { 


2d brigade | 

6tU, or light f 
brigade 1 


36tli regt. 

40th .. 

71st .. 

3d bait. 9Sth. 
Sth batt. 60th. 


Major Gen. Hill. 

' Brigade M^or Fordyce. 

. Assist, Commiss^ Capi, Hamilton. 
Brig. Gen. Nightingall. 

■ Brig. Major Stewart. 

Assist. Commissary Lieut. Nelson. 
Brig. Gen. Gatlin Craufiml. 

Brigade Major Blnir. 

Assist. Commissary Aylmer. 

Brig. Gen. Bowes. 

■ Brigade Major Butler, 

Assist. Commissary Turtou. 

Major Gen. Ferguson, 

’ Brigade Major Talbot. 

Assist. Commissary Dillon. 

Brig, Gen, Fane. 

• Brig. Mujor M‘Neil. 

Assist. Commissary Isunont. 


The foregoing will he the general formation of the brigades in one line, excepting that the 
light brigade will be ordered to take post in front or in rear, or on either flank, accoi-dmg to 
circumstances. The cavalry will be in reserve, and posted os may be necessary. A half 
brigade of orlillery will be attached to each brigade of infantry. Howitzers will be attached 
to the Ist, 2d, Sth, and 6th brigades, and the 9 pounder brigade will be in reserve. 

Major Gen. Spencer being second in command, is not to be put on duty as a General 
uQicer, The Lieut. General requests that he will give such orders to the troojis, from timo 
to time, as he may judge necessary, reportuig them to the Lieut. General when he finds it 
convenient ; and flie Major General’s orders aie at all times to be obeyed, although they 
may he contradiotory to tliose previously issued by tlie Lieut. General. Capt. Bradford, 
D. A. A. G., is attached to Major Gen. Spencer. 

Brig. Gen. Bowes, on tlie stim of the troops at Oibraltoi', being 2 )re 8 ent witb the army, 
will command the 4th brigade till further orders, 

Capt, Hamilton of the Sth regt., Lieut. Nelson of the 40th, and Comet Turton of the 
6th dragoons, are appointed to act os assistants in die Commissary General’s department 
until further orders, and they will report themselves to D. C. Gen. Fipon. 

Seij. Major Scates, of the fith regt., is appointed Dep. Provost Marshal of the army. 

Estimates of subsistence, to the 34th inst. inclusive, will be made out immediately by 
the diil'eient corps not yet paid up to that period, and they are to be sent in to the Dep. 
Paymaster General as soon as he arrives. 

Half a pint of. wine to be issued to the troops this evening at 5 o'clock. 

The light brigade and artillery attached to it to receive one day’s salt provisions at an 

early 
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July, that you were ordered to proceed from England to join the ai-my 
ttndei' my command, I beg that, upon the receipt of this letter, you will 
proceed along the coast of Portugal till you shall join the Alfred, Capt. 
Bligh, with a convoy, which ship will attend the movements of the army ; 
and you will receive from Capt. Bligh instructions to guide your future 
operations. 

To Vise. Costlereagh. Lavos, 8tli Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you that Major Gen. Spencer arrived in 
Mondego hay on the night of the 5th inst., and was followed by a part of 
the corps under his command on the 6th, and the remainder on the 'Jtli, 
and the whole have been disembai-ked in the course of yesterday and this 
day. The General had determined to embark, in obedience to your Lord- 
ship's instructions of the 30th June, on the 21st July, when he received 
intelligence of the defeat of Dupont, and he consequently had not seen my 
instructions to him of the 26th July, copies of which I transmitted to 
your Lordship in my last letter. 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 21st July ; and I had 
already requested the Captains commanding H. M. ships off Cape Finis- 
terre to communicate to all -vessels and convoys coming from England 
that the army under my command was landing in Mondego hay. 

I propose to commence my inarch on the day after to-morrow, and I 
have the honor to enclose tlie cojiy of a letter, which I have left here to 
he delivered to Sir H. Buvrard, in which I have coramunicated to him tlie 
state of affairs in Spain and Portugal, as far as I have been able to obtain 
a knowledge of them. I have sent a copy of tliis letter to Sir H. Dal- 
rymple. 


To the Duke of Riohmond. Camp at Lavoa, Sdi Aug. 1808, 

Since I wrote to you last Gen. Spencer has joined me, on the 6th and 
“ith, and his corps liave landed yesterday and this day. My advanced 
guard will move to-morrow, and the army on the 10th. The enemy is 
nearly in the situation in wliich he was. He has a corps of about 2000 men 
in my front ; and he has sent a corps of 4000 or 5000 men across the Tagus 
into Alentejo, apparently with an intention to open his communication 


early hour to-day, rad to cook it this evening, mid to keep it; and all the trootis to receive 
one u^ a salt ^ovisions tp-TOorrow from the Assist. Comniisaories of brigodes, 

I >1 Conrf Jsfmtial to assemble at 8 o'clock to-morrow moniiiig at Major Ar- 

hefora'h* quarters, for the trial of auoh prisoners as shall be ordered 

Major Gen. Hill, President 

Six field offiem, and 6 captains, to be furnished by the Ist, 2d, and 0th brigades. 

officiate as Dcp. Judge Advocate, to whom tl.e names an I 

rtif. ^ must he sent in the course 

of this attemoon to Major Arbuthnot's quoiteiSs 


'*“Ali^‘. 1 II. . . ~ havoB, 7 lli Aug. 1808, 

1 ,. Commissariat, in possession of any of tlio corns to 

of Si^Miimt,’ ***'^’*^ ^ ■fepfit, at Lavos, in compliance with the oulera 
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with Spain, and to suppress the commotion in the Portuguese province of 
Alentejo, and to drive out 2000 or 3000 Spanish troops which had advanced 
from Spanish Estremadura. He will not succeed in opening a communi- 
cation witli Spain ; and if he does not look sharp, I shall he at Lisbon 
before that detachment can return. 


To Lieut Gen. Sir H. Burranl, Bart. Lavos, 8th Aug. 1808. 

Having received instructions from the Sec. of State, that you were likely 
to arrive on the coast of Portugal with a corps of 10,000 men, lately em- 
ployed in the north of Europe under the orders of Sir J. Moore, 1 now 
submit to you such information as I have received regarding the general 
state of the war in Portugal and Spain, and the plan of operations which 
I am about to carry into execution, in obedience to the orders of the Sec. 
\of State. 

The enemy’s force at present in Portugal consists, as far as I am able to 
form an opinion, of from 16,000 to 18,000 men, of which number there 
are about 500 in the Port of Almeida, about the same number in Elvas, 
about 600 or 800 at Peniche, and 1600 or 1800 in the province of Alen- 
tejo, at Setuval, &c. j the remainder are disposable for the defence of 
Lisbon, and are in the forts of St. Julian and Cascaes, in the batteries 
along the coast as far as the Bock of Lisbon, and in the old citadel of Lis- 
bon, to wluch the enemy have lately added some works. 

Of die force disposable for the defence of Lisbon, the enemy have 
lately detached a corps of about 2000 men under Gen. Thomifere, prin- 
cipally, I believe, to watch my movements, which corps is now at AIco- 


G. O. Lavos, Bill Aug. I BOB. 

Brig. Gen. Fane's brigade, with the aitillery attached to it, and a captain's detachment 
uf 50 men of the SOtJi light dragoons, to march in the morning, carrying i days’ bread, and 
one day’s meat cooked. They will this day receive 3 days’ bread, and forage to the 12tb 
insb inclusive. 

Whenever the troops are ordered to march, they are to receive one day’s meat os soon aa 
possible after the order is issued, which is to be cooked immediately, and carried by the 
men on the following day. 

The Lieut. General requests the commanding ofllccrs of regiments to pay the most slrict 
attention in carrying into execution, at the earliest possible period, all orders that are issued, 
particularly those respecting jirovisicns. Tlie consequences of inattention to this point must 
tie, as no other arrangement can afterwards he made, that the men will be without provi- 
sions, as was the cose yesterday with the 83nd legt. The provisions for this corps, which 
according lo the orders ought to have been carried by tlie men in their havmsacks, were sent 
in a separate boat witli a guard, which could not arrive at Isivos till d this morning. 

The Lieut. General is also under the necessity of drawing the attention of the officers of the 
army to an order twice issued to send to the Commissary's dep6t all carts find mules detained 
in camp. He now requests the General officers commanding brigades will send mund the 
lines, and cause all carts, not absolutely hired by individuals, to be sent to the Commissary’s 
dqiOt in charge of a guard. As there are also several of the public mules detained in camp 
by officers, the Lieut. General hopes tliose who have them will send them hack/or<A«iitA. 

The practice of pressing carts and mules is positively forbid. If coxts are wanted for 
any service, application must he made for them to the Commissary General j and if the 
public service will admit of if, the individuals applying will be acoomraodafed os far as 
miw be possible. 

The captains of companies of the corps lately joined with IVfajor Gen. _Spenoer,_ will im- 
mediately provide mules for the couveyance of the camp kettles of their respective com- 
panies. 

Half apint of wine per man to he issued at 6 o’clock this evening by tlie respcciive Cuni- 
m issories of brigades. 
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taga; aud another corps, of 4000 men, tinder Gon. Loison, was sent across 
the Tagus into Alentejo, on the 26th of last montli : the object of vvliich 
detachment was to disperse the Portuguese insurgents in that quarter ; to 
force the Spanish corps, consisting of about 2000 men, which had ad- 
vanced into Portugal as far as Evora from Estremadura, to retire ; and thus 
to be enabled to add, to the force destined for the defence of Lisbon, tlie 
coi-ps of French troops which had been stationed at Setuval and in tho 
province of Alentejo. At all events, Loison’s corps will return to Lisbon, 
and the French corps disposable for the defence of that place will pro- 
bably be about 14,000 men, of which at least 3000 must be left in tho 
garrison and forts on the coast and in the river. 

The French army under Dupont in Andalusia surrendered, on tho 20th 
of last month, to tlie Spanish army under the command of Gen. Castailos ; 
so that there are now no French troops in the south of Spain. 

The Spanish army of Galicia and Castille, to the northward, received a 
check at Bio Seco, in the province of Valladolid, on the 14th July, from 
a French corps supposed to be under tlie command of Gen. Bessiferes, 
which had advanced from Burgos. 

The Spanish troops retired on the 15tli to Benavente, and I understand 
there has since been an affair between the advanced posts in that neigh- 
bourhood; but I am not certain of it, nor am I acquainted with the posi- 
tion of the Spanish army, or of that of the French, sinco the 14th July. 
When you shall have been a short time in this country, and shall have 
observed the degree to which the deficiency of real information is supplied 


P' . Luvoa, Bth All*. IBOS. 

Each atatf wrgeon must pravids himself, uridiout delay, with a sufficient horse or mule 
to be employed solely for carrying the surgical field equipment, for which a sum, not ex- 
ceeding £18, will be allowed to every surgeon actually in poBsegsioii of a mule or horse for 
tlie above purpose, and also Is. 6d. per dUm will be allowed each stoff surgeon for the hire 
of a native, us a Mtman, so long as ne may be actually employed. Hosjiital mates will he 
allowed per diefti for the hire of a native, as a servant, to he paid quarteiiy by the Com- 
mismry Generu, on a return cerdfled by the head of the medical deportment, accurdiiig to 
tho following form : 

Return of servants, not soldiers, employed by the undermentioned Staff surgeons and Hos- 
pital mates, ftom 2Sth June to 24th Sept. 1808, inclusive. 


j 

Name. 

Ciountry. ^ 

Per 
ftom 1 

lO(l, 

to 

"With \7honi 
lorving. 

Number of 
days* 

Amount at per diems 
t, rf. 









■ Commanding officers of regiments and detachments are requested to report in tho oourso 
Sclcncss*^*^’ ^ ™ men incapable of marching on account of 

A mule will be sent to the quoiter master of each regiment by the Commissary Genmil 

dehveted to the corps. This mule will march 
will o <br any other purpose. The quarter master 

teJSfS^^fmthe mulf ® Commissary General respecting the payment of the mule- 

Capf. Taggart will liiiid as soon as possible with the detachment of the Irish Comuiis- 

forthwith to tho village of Wo, where he 
A *'f“ohiTient will bring on shore 4 days’ bread and 
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by the circulation of unfounded reports, you will not be sm-prised at ray 
want of accurate knowledge upon these subjects. 

It is, however, certain that nothing of importance has occurred in that 
quarter since the 14th July, and from this circumstance I conclude that 
Idle corps of Marshal Bessiferes attacked the Spanish array at Eio Scco, 
solely with a view to cover the march of King Joseph Bonaparte to 
Madrid, where ho arrived on tlie 21st July. 

Besides the defeat in Andalusia, tlie enemy, as you may probably have 
heard, have been beaten off in an attack upon Zaragoza, in Aragon ; in 
another upon the city of Valencia (in both of which actions it is said that 
tliey have lost many men) ; and it is reported, that in Catalonia two of 
their detachments have been cut off, and that they have lost the Fort of 
Figueras in the Pyrenees, and that Barcelona is blockaded : of these last 
mentioned actions and operations I have seen no official accounts, but the 
report of them is generally circulated and believed. At all events, 
whether these reports are founded or otherwise, it is obvious that the in- 
surrection against the French is general throughout Spain ; that large 
bodies of Spaniards are in arms (among others, in particular, an army of 

20.000 men, including 4000 cavalry, at Almaroz, on the Tagus, in Estre- 
madura) ; that the French cannot carry on their operations by means of 
small corps. I should imagine from their inactivity, and from the mis- 
fortunes they have suffered, that they have not the means of collecting a 
force sufficiently large to oppose the progress of the insurrection and the 
efforts of the insurgents, and to afford support to their different detached 
corps j or that they find they cannot carry on their operations, with 
armies so numerous os they must find it necessary to employ, without 
magazines. 

In respect to Portugal, the whole Kingdom, with the exception of the 
neighbourhood of Lisbon, is in a state of insurrection against the French ; 
their means of resistance are, however, less powerful than those of the 
Spaniards. Their troops have been completely dispersed, their officers 
had gone off to Brazil, and their arsenals pillaged, or in the power of the 
enemy. Their revolt, under the circumstances in which it has taken 
place, is still more extraordinary than that of the Spanish nation. The 
Portuguese may have, in the northern parts of die Kingdom, about 

10.000 men in arms, of which number 5000 are to march with me 
towards Lisbon j the remainder, with a Spanish detachment of about 1500 
men, which came from Galicia, are employed in a distant blockade of 
Almeida, and in the protection of Oporto, which is at present the seat of 
government. The insurrection is general throughout Alentejo, and Al- 
garve to the southward, and Entre Minho e Douro, and Tras os Montes, 
and Beira, to the northward ; but for want of arms die people can do 
nothing against the enemy. 

Having consulted Sir C. Colton, it appeared to him and to me, that the 
attack proposed upon Cascaea Bay was impracticable, because the hay is 
well defended by die Fort of Cascaes, and the other works constructed for 
its defence, mid the ships of war could not approach sufficiently near to 
silence them. The landing in the I’aQO d’ Arcos in the Tagus could not 
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be effected witbout silencing Fort St. Julian, whicli appeared to be hu- 
practicable to those who were to carry that operation into execution. 

There arc small bays within, and others to the northward of the Rock 
of Lisbon, which might admit of landing troops ; but they are all defended 
by works which must first have been silenced : they are of small extent, 
and but few men could have landed at the same time : there is always a 
surf on them, which affects the facility of landing at different times so 
materially, as to render it very doubtful whether the troops first landed 
could he supported in sufficient time by the others; and whether the 
horses for the artillery and cavalry, and the necessary stores aiul provisions, 
could be landed at all. These inconveniences attending a landing in any 
of tlie bays near the Rock of Lisbon would have been aggravated by the 
neighbourhood of the enemy to tlie landing place, and by the exhausted 
state of the country in which thcti'oops would have been landed. 

It was obviously the best plan, therefore, to land in the northern parts 
of Portugal, and I fixed upon Mondego bay, as the nearest place which 
afforded any facility for landing excepting Peniche ; the landing place of 
which peninsula is defended by a fort occupied by the enemy, which it 
would be necessary to attack regularly, in order to place tire ships hr safety. 
A landing to the northwai-d was further recommended, as it would insure 
the co-operation of the Portuguese troops orr the expeditiorr to Lisbon. 
The whole of the cor'ps placed under my command, including those under 
the command of Gon. Spencer, having landed, I propose to march on 
Wednesday. I shall take the road by Alcobaqa and Obidos, with a view to 
keep up my communication by the sea coast, and to examine the situation 
of Peniche ; and I shall proceed towarde Lisbon hy tire route of Mafra, 
and by tire bills to the northward of that city. 

As I understood from the Sec. of State tlrat a body of troops under the 
command of Brig. Gen. Acland may be expected on the coast of Portugal 
before you will arrive, I have written to desire that ho will proceed from 
hence along tire coast of Portugal to the southward; and I propose to com- 
municate with him hy the means of Capt. Bligh, of tiro Alfred, who will 
attend tire movements of tire army, with a few trarrsports, having on board 
provisions and military stores. I intend to order Brig. Gen. Acland to 
attack Peniche, if I should find it necessary to obtain possession of that 
place; and if not, I propose to order him to join the fleet stationed off the 
Tagus, with a view to disemhark in one of the hays near the Rock of 
Lisbon, as soon as I shall approach sufficiently near to enable him to per- 
form that operation. 

If I imagined that Gen. Aoland’s corps was equipped in such a manner 
as to be enabled to move from the coast, I should have directed him to 
laird at Mondego, and to march upon Santarem, from which situation he 
would have been at hand either to assist my operations or to cut off the 
retreat of the enemy, if he should endeavor to make it either hy the north 
of tire Tagus and Almeida, or by the soutir of the Tagus ami Elvas. But 
as I am convinced tiiat Gen. Acland’s corps is intended to form part of 
some other corps, which is provided with a commissariat ; tiiat ho will 
have none with him ; and, consequently, tlrat his corps must depend upon 
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tlie country ; and as no reliance can be placed upon the resources of this 
country, I have considered it best to direct the General’s attention to the 
sea coast. If, however, the command of the army remained in my hands, 

I should certainly land the corps which has been lately undei’ the com- 
mand of Sir J. Moore at Mondego, and should move it upon Santarem." 

I have tlie honor to enclose a return of the troops under my command, 
and the copy of a letter which I have written to Capt. Malcolm, of the 
Donegal, in which the mode of disposing the transports is stated. 

To Lieut, Col. Bobo, B.A. Lavos, Stli Aug. 1808. ^ 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tliis date, 
representing the inadequacy of the assistance in the Civil department of 
tlie Ordnance witli which you have been provided for this service ; the 
same being only one clerk of stores, who is also Paymaster, and 5 con- 
ductors of stores, 2 of whom have never yet joined. 

I have to acquaint you, in reply thereto, that although I fully concur 
with you in considering the establishment insufScient for the performance 
of all the duties required of it, yet I do not consider myself warranted in 
giving my authority for the increase of the same, or of granting any allow- 
ance to persons holding the temporary appointments in the Ordnance de- 
partment, until the sanction of the Board be obtained. It is, therefore, 
not in my power to make the appointment pro tempore, specified in the 
scale annexed to your letter. 

I have likewise to acquaint you, in reply to your letter of this date, re- 
specting the appointment of a Brigade Major, in consequence of the junc- 
tion of the two detachments, by the arrival of Major Gen. Spencer’s corps, 
that however the extension of your duties may render the assistance of 
such a Staif oflicer necessary, I have it not in my power to make the ap- 
pointment, nor to issue allowance to any officer acting in that capacity, 
witliout the concurrence of tire Board of Ordnance. 

To Capt. Malcolm, H.M.S. Donegal. Lavos, 8tb Aug, IBOS. 

The following appears to be the result of the conference which I had 
with you this morning, respecting the future disposition of the fleet of 
transports for the convenience and benefit of the service. 

That the ships stated in the margin shall sail under convoy of H. M. S. 
Alfred, on the day that the army shall march from this place. 1 shall 
communicate to Capt. Bligh the project of the march of the army, and 
shall request of him to bring to an anchor off the places in the neighbour- 
hood of which we may be on the different days, in order tliat (if we should 
require it) we may communicate with him. 

That such of the transports as may be, in your opinion, capable of keep- 
ing the sea should remain with you at anchor, or otherwise off tlie Mon- 
dego ; and that all the remainder should be ordered into Oporto or the 
Mondego. I beg of you to let me know the names and numbers of each, 
and their contents. It would be desirable that an officer should be left 
with each division, to facilitate getting the ships out of these harbours in 
case an enemy should approach. 

That measures should be adopted for giving the Veteran battalion more 
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space ; and that in axldition to the ships in which that corps is now em- 
barked, 3 of the ships allotted to Uie 6lh rogt. should be given to them, 
and I beg that you will let me know their names. This regiment is then 
to be sent to tlie fleet off the Tagus, and it is desirable that the ofUcur who 
shall take them under his convoy should keep us near to Uie coast as may 
be possible. 

I shall establish a daily communication with you, and shall let you know 
regularly my progress ; from which you will be enabled to judge, ace{)rd- 
ing to circumstances, when it may be necessary for you to move from 
Mondego bay. 

To Viact. Coatlereagh. Lavoa, Stli Aug. 1808, 

My dispatch contains the fullest information upon every subject, and I 
have nothing to add to it. I have had the greatest dilBciilty in organising 
my commissariat for the march, and tliat department is very incompetent, 
notwitlistanding the arrangements which I made with Huskisson upon the 
subject. This department deserves your serious attention. The existence 
of die array depends upon it, and yet the people who manage it are inca- 
pable of managing anything out of a counting house. 

I shall be obliged to leave Spencer’s guns behind for want of means of 
moving them ; and I should have been obliged to leave my own, if it 
were not for the horses of the Irish Commissariat. Let nobody ever pre- 
vail upon you to send a corps to any part of Europe without horses to 
draw their guns. It is not true that horses lose their condition at sea. 

.1 have just heard that Joseph Buonaparte left Madrid for France, ac- 
companied by all the French, on the 29th of last month. 

I have received your private letter of the 21st July, for which I am 
much obliged to you. I shall be the junior of the Lieut. Generals ; how- 
ever, I am ready to serve the government wherever and os they please. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymplo. Lavoe, 8tU Aug. 1808. 

I have been apprised by the Sec. of State that His Majesty has been 
pleased to appoint you to command Ins troops employed in this part of 
Europe, and it becomes my duty to malcc you acquainted with the situa- 
tion of affairs in Portugal. 

In order to perform this duty in the best manner in my power, I have 
the honor to enclose the copy of a letter and of its enclosures, which I 
have written to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard, who is expected to arrive on 
the coast of Portugal to command a corps of troops. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Lavos, Sth Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you that when I commanded His Majesty’s 
troops employed in this part of the world, I deemed it proper to authorise 
and direct Major Gen. Spencer, who was at that time, as I imagined, at or 
near Cadiz, to draw upon the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Trea- 
sury for the sum of £100,000, and to advance that sum to such persons as 
the Junta of Seville shall appoint to receive it. 

I gave these directions in consequence of the impression I received from 
Major Gen. Spencer by letter, and verbally by Capt. Cooke, A. A. Gon., 
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of the great distress to which the Junta of Seville were reduced; and 
from a knowledge which I had, that His Majesty would he disposed to 
relieve that distress by an advance of money, from what he had been gra- 
ciously pleased to do in respect of the Junta of Galicia. I desired Gen. 
Spencer to apprise, by letter, the person who I thought it likely would be 
sent from England with money for the use of the Junta of Seville, that 
he had made this advance, and to request him to send£l 00,000 of the mo- 
^pey with which he might be charged to Portugal for the use of the army. 
Major Gen. Spencer left the coast of Spain before he received these in- 
structions, and, consequently, the Junta of Seville did not receive the aid 
wliich I had intended to afford them ; and 1 now apprise you of these cir- 
cumstances, in order that you may adopt such measures in respect to them 
as you may think proper. 

I apprised the Sec. of State, in a letter which I addressed to him on the 
1st Aug., that I had given Gen. Spencer the directions to which I have 
above referred. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dslrymple. Lavos, 8Bi Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 16th 
and 24th July, for which I am much obliged to you. Major Gen. Spencer 
arrived in Mondego bay on Friday the 5th, and a part of his corps fol- 
lowed him on the 6th. They were disembarked yesterday and this day ; 
but I am sorry to say, that we have not been joined by the detachment of 
artillery and ordnance which you stated, in your letter of the 24th, that 
you had directed to join us. 

Memorandum for Ihe march of the brigade commanded by Brig. Gen. Fane. 

Lavos, 8th Aug. 1808. 

Major Gen. Fane will be pleased to march to-morrow morning at 3 
o’clock with the brigade under his command (60th regt., 95th regt., 50 
dragoons, and detachment of Eoyal artillery), and take his post in front of 
St. Giao. Capt.‘ Douglas, A. Q. M. G., will point out the ground. Capt. 
Gower will attend the column from the camp to show the road. In the 
evening he will he pleased to push forward some dragoons, with a detach- 
ment of 200 infantry, as far as may he judged expedient; and should 
intelligence he received that the enemy are not at Leiria or in the neigh- 
bourhood, Gen. Fane will cause the town of Leiria to be occupied by this 
detachment either to-morrow evening or on Wednesday morning. Should 
he find that tlie enemy are in any force at or in the neighbourhood of 
Leiria, he will withdraw the detachment and remain in front of St Giao 
until he receives orders from Sir A. Wellesley, to whom he will transmit 
the earliest intelligence he may obtain. 

Brig. Gen. Fane will be pleased to cause a detachment to remain in 
camp to deliver over the camp equipage of the 60th and 95th regts. to the 
storekeeper, who will be on the ground at 3 o’clock, a.m. to receive it. 
The tents are to be packed up in hales I'eady for embarkation, with the 
number on each hale marked on the outside, and Ihey are to he packed on 
the waggons by tlie detachments of the regiments. 

An Assist. Commissary will attend tlie brigade to supply provisions. 
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He will also make every inquiry respocling the resources which the army 
may be likely to find at and near Leiria j and Brig. Gen. Fane will be 
pleased to give him any assistance he may require to execute this duty. 


Mcmoranchim for Col. Traiit. 

5000 stands of English arms will he landed to-morrow morning at 
Figuoira, to he at the disposal of Col. Trant. The intention in landing 
these arms is, that they should bo given to the regular Portuguese troops 
under the command of Gen. Freire. Of the 5000 stands which they will 
give up, 500 must be delivered to Col. Trant, in order that they may ho 
given to the deputies of Sines, for whom the Admiral has rciiuestnd to 
have 500 stands of arms. These deputies will have a note for Col. Trant, 
to request him to deliver those arms to them. 

Col. Trant will inform me if musket ammunition should be wanted for 
the 5000 arms. Col. Trant will inquire from Gen. Freire, if a small ad- 
vance of money would be likely to stimulate the exertions of his troops ; 
and will let me know what amount will he required. 


To Major Gen. Hill. Lavot, 0th Ang. 1808. 

I enclose the copy of the orders which I gave Gen. Fane, since which, 


Gl. O. Laviu, Otli Aii({. 1808. 

The army will march hMnurrow by the right j the mouiitod dragoons to leod, I'ollowod 
hy the 3rd, 6th, and 4th brigades of iiifanity. 1110 stall’ corps to precede tho column of in- 
fantry, and the dismounted dragoons to go to lavos os a guard to tho Coinmissavlat. In 
addition to the dismounted dragoons, a captain's guard of SO men, from tho 4lli brigade, 
wdl mmain as an escort to the military chest and tlio Commissoriat stores. 

_ All other guards, piquets, and other duties, to be called in at an early hour in tho morn- 
ing j and the tents to ha struck and packed in tlio cases, and the number of teiits in each 
case to bo marked upon them, in suffloiout time to enable the whole line to movo off at 4 
o’clock, A small guard to be left by each regiment in charge of the tents, for tho purpose 
of loading them on the carts, and delivering them over to the Commissariat, after which tho 
guards will proceed and juin their regiments. 

The artillery, dragoons, 4Slh and (list legts., will receive 4 days' bread; tho staff corps, 
the 3rd and 4tli brigades, 3 days’ bread, to complete them all to the 13th insl. iiichisivc ; 
and the whole will receive one day’s meat, to bo cooked this afternoon for to-morrow. The 
issue of these provisions to he made by tho Commissary at 3 o’clnck this aftornoon. 

Dr. Pcane, physician to the forces, will remain behind to superiiitend the inanageinent of 
the sick of the brigades left embarked. The assist, surgeons are to act under his directions j 
and all such airangements and removals of sick, os he may deem beucticial, are to be cuin- 
plied with. 


A stoppap of 44. diem, being the difference between the hospital stoppage and that 
for ratioiis for each sick man requiring extra allowances of wine, vegetables, &o., is to he 
paid to the medical officer in charge, to provide those necessaries. Tho purveyor will ad- 
vance money for this purpose, on account of the paymasters of regiments which have loft 
SICK 111 me ships. 

Such sick os are considered incapable of marching, to be at 8 o’clock this afternoon at 
the Commissary s store in the village of lAvos, where Dr. Deane, physieian to the forces, 
will he roMy to take charge of them, and eniliark them on board tho EiUet'prise hospital 
ship, No. 19A A subaltern officer of Gen. Craufurd’s brigade will collect them aocording 
to a return which will be furnished him by the D. A. G., and march them down and de- 
liver them over to Dr. Deane. 

iT’* ''“jl “"y tlieir ammunition damaged, will send requhllions, 

complete ** o^hoer of artillery for the number of rounds wauling to 

Jmembem^vin retare ™ "'-<1 

“‘I® ‘lAy’8 for to-morrow, to be issued to-day by tlio Com- 
***^!«^ ^ tlie artillery, cavulry, ami other liorseh ojiHtlcd. 

issued ™ allowauco about lo ba 

issuea, oil application to the Dep, Comniissary General. 
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having received intelligence that rendered it possible that the enemy- 
might be in strength at Leiria, I have directed him to halt, till further 
orders, at a wood about a mile in front of the advanced post on the high 
road to Leiria. You will march with your own brigade, and Gan. Fer- 
guson’s will join Gen. Fane whore he is directed to halt ; and you will 
proceed with the whole to St. Giao, where you will halt and put up for 
this day. There is a position witli water in front of St. Giao, towards 
Leiria, which may answer for you. If you should hear that the enemy 
are already in possession of Leiria, it is not worth while to drive them out 
this afternoon j hut if you should have reason to believe that they are not 
in possession of Leiria, I recommend that you should allow 200 of tlie 
riflemen and a few dragoons to feel their way into Leiria, as it is very 
important, if the enemy be not already there, that they should not be 
allowed to get in there this night. 

If you should obtain possession with your 200 men, support them with 
your whole corps, at as early an hour as possible in the morning, and take 
up your position in front of Leiria, and halt there to-morrow j but if you 
should find the enemy in possession of Leiria when you arrive at St. GiSo, 
and you should not send on the detachment of the rifle corps, you will 
halt at St Giao in the morning, till I shall join you, which will probably 
be at 5 or 6 o’clock, and you will be prepared to march at that hour. 

P.S. I have desired Ferguson to move with his brigade as soon as he 
shall have got his bread, and join Gen. Fane, and then proceed on the 


A. G. O. Liivoi, 9Ui Aug. ISOS. 

Capt Taggart’s troop of the Irish Commissariat drivers will remain under the orders of 
the I)en, Commissary General. The other troop will be attached to the Royal Artillery, 
and will immediately receive their orders from Lieut. Col. Robe. 

Brig. Gen. Bowes will be pleased to direct the supernumerary comp kettles of the 8th 
regt. to be sent to-morrow to Laros, with the camp equipage. 

The Dep. Commissary General will hereafter arrange the payment of the muleteers at- 
tached to the artillery, and Lieut. Col. Robe will draw rations for them for the present. 

Memorandum. 

The formation of the column of inarch to-morrow morning : 

The dragoons to march ofl' from their ground, aud form half a mile in front of tlie ar- 
tillery park by 4 o’clouk a. h. 

The 29th and S2iid to fallow, and form with the bead of their column upon the hill near 
the artillery park. 

The staff corps, and the artillery of the 3rd brigade, will form in the roar of the cavalry. 

Tlie 5th and 4th brigades will form with the head of their column upon the cross toad 
leading from their ground just on the riglit of the ai-tillery, and will take their place in tlie 
column of march as it passes them. 

The artillery will take care to be in front of the biigades to which they are attached. 

The reserve artillery and depot mules, &c., will follow the infantry; then the baggage 
of head quortei-a and General officers, tlie baggage of brigades ia succession, the medical 
stores, the Commissariat mules, &c., dep6ts. 

A emtaiu to be left with the equipage, until carts take it off the ground, with a subaltem's 
guard irom Brig. Gen. Nightingml's brigade, a subaltern's guard from Brig, Gen. Bowes' 
brigade, and a seijeant and 12 privates from the 50tb regt. Men for this duty to be selected 
who are the least capable of marebiug. 

If the camp equipage is got off the ground to-morrow, these guards will proceed foi-ward 
and join their respective corps ; if not, they will remain with the camp equipage until it is 
removed, and afterwards repair to Figueira, and apply to Capt. Malcolm, R.N., for a 
transport to embark in, 
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high road to St. Giao. You will do well to order your brigade to proceed 
on its marcb when it shall be ready with broad, &e., and join Gen. Fane 
yourself immediately, and proceed on to St. Giao with the first brigade 
that wUl join you. 

To Capt. Bligli, H.M.S. Alfred. Lavos, Ofii Ang. ISOS. 

You will probably receive instructions from Capt. Malcolm to take 
under your charge certain victualling and ordnance store ships, the names 
of which are in the margin, with a view to lake them down the coast of 
Portugal, and to endeavor to keep up a communication with the army 
under my command on its advance towards Lisbon, With this view it is 
necessary that I should apprise you of the project of my marches, and 1 
have accordingly the honor to inform you tliat the army will be at Leiria 
on Thursday tlie 11th, and at Alcoba(;a on Friday the 12th, or Saturday 
the 13th. I mention the last day, as it is possible that I may have to halt 
one day at Leiria for the Portuguese troops. 

I think it deaii'able that you should not appear off the coast of Nazareth 
till Friday evening, as otherwise you would acq^uaint the enemy with ray 
intended route. If I should wish you to be tliere earlier I shall write to 
you from Leiria. 

At Nazareth you shall hear from me respecting my fvituro plans. 

To Lieut. Gten. Sir H. Butrard, Bart. Camp, 8 miles N, of Leiria, lOlIi Aug. 1808. 

Since 1 wrote to yon on the 8tb inst., I have received letters from 
Mr. Stuart and Col. Doyle from Corufia, of which I enclose copies : from 
these you will learn the state of the war- in that part of Spain; and you 
will observe that Mr. Stuart and CoL Doyle are of opinion that Marshal 
Bessi&res will take advantage of the inefBcioncy of the Galician army 
under Gen. Blake, to detach a corps to Portugal to the assistance of Gen. 
Junot. 

We have not yet heard of this detachment, and I am convinced it will 
not he made until King Joseph Buonaparte shall either be reinforced to 
such a degree as to be in safety at Madrid, or till he shall liave offected 
his escape to France ; with which view, it is reported, ho left Madrid on 
the 29th of last month : I have therefore, I conceive, time for tlie opera- 
tions which I propose to carry on, before a reinforcement can arrive from 
Leon, even supposing that no obstacles could be opposed to its march in 
Spain or in Portugal ; but it is not probable that it can arrive before the 
different reinforcements will arrive from England ; and as Marshal Bes- 
siferes had not more than 20,000 in the action at Rio Seco on the 16th of 
July, I conceive that the Britidi troops that will, he in Portugal will he 
equal to contend with any part of that corps which he may detach. 

The possibility that in the present state of affairs the French corps at 
present in Portugal may be reinforced, affords an additional reason for 
taking the position at Santarem, which I apprised you in my letter of the 
8th I should occupy, if the command of the army were to remain in my 
hands after the reinforcements should arrive : if you should occupy it, 
you will not only he in the best situation to support my operations, and 
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to cut off the retreat of the enemy ; but if any reinforcements of French 
troops should enter Portugal, you will be in the best situation to collect 
your whole force to oppose them. 


To G. Stuart, Esq. Cainj), 8 miles N. of Leiria, 10th Aug. 1808. 

I had the pleasure of receiving, this morning, your letter of the 2d, 
for which I am very much obliged to you. 

I do not think that Bessihres will venture to make a detachment 
towards this country till King Joseph Buonaparte shall be in safety in 
Madrid, or shall have made good his retreat into France, upon which it 
is said that he had already set out on ilie 29th of last month. 

In cither of these coses, I think it probable that an effort will be made 
to reinforce Junot, which however will be opposed by many natural 
obstacles in this country, as well as by the forces in Spanish Estremadura, 
through which province I conclude the reinforcement will pass rather 
than through the Portuguese provinces of Tras os Montes and Entre 
Minho e Douro. At all events, I hope to bring to a conclusion the ope- 
rations, with the conduct of which I am entrusted, before this reinforce- 
ment can enter Portugal; and if I should not, I have reason to expect 
that 15,000 men will soon arrive here under the command of Sir Hariy 
Burrard, who will be more than a match for Junot and Bessieres to- 
gether. 

I was joined by Gen. Spencer on the 6th and 7th. This corps landed 
in Mondego bay on the 7th and 8th. Tlie advanced guard marched 
yesterday, and I have marched this day. I shall have with me about 5000 
Portuguese troops, of which there are about 10,000 in all. The other 
5000 are employed partly in taking care of Oporto, and partly in a dis- 
tant blockade of Almeida; hut these last have marched to Gastello 
Branco, I believe, to join the Spanish detachment which is watching 
Loison’s motions. This General left Lisbon on the 26th July, with 4000 
or 5000 men (I believe before he knew that we were arrived on the coast), 
crossed the Tagus, and attacked at Evora a Spanish detachment of about 
1000 men from the province of Estremadura, which had entered Alentejo, 
and some Portuguese peasants and troops, whom he entirely defeated. 
Tlie object of this march appears to have been to relieve the garrison of 
Elvas, which has been effected, and to give a chock to the insurrection in 
that part of Portugal. Loison was at Elvas on the 3d Ang., and he is 
now expected, and his arrival apprehended in all parts of Portugal. But 
I imagine that he will hasten back to oppose me. Be so good aus to com- 
municate this letter to Col. Doyle, 

1 am concerned that our friends of the Junta do not get on well. If 
we are lucky in tins country, and can beat Junot well, and take Elvas 


Q, Lngat, 10th Aug. ISOS. 

The 8rd brigade wUl throw out a piquet to its right, the 4tli to its left, and the 5th to its 
front, near the village of Lugar. 

The meat bniught for to-day to be cooked; and if the Assist. Commissarira of brigades 
come up in time, they will issue one day's meat for to-morrow, to be cooked this evening. 

The artillery, dragoons, the 3rd, 4th, and 6th brigade!^ will march at 4 o'clock to-morrow 
morning, and in the same order as to-day. 
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aTid Almeida, we might soon have a general Cortes. I have heard nothing 
from the south of Spain since tlie capitulation of Dupont. 

To thfl Dep. CommiBsai’y Gen. Ijoirin, llth Aujjf. 1808, 

I beg tliat you will make a requisition upon the Portuguese Commis- 
sary or magistrates here for 80 waggons with bullocks, to bo in this town 
to-morrow, in order to release a similar number arrived from Lavos with 
the army, which are to be discharged. 

To Lieut. Col. Gorilon*, Mil. See. to H.R.H. Com. in Chief. Leii-iii, llDi Anff. 1808. 

I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of II, R. H. 
the Commander in Chief, that I found, before the landing of the army 
under my command in this country, that the exigencies of the service 
required that I should make an issue of hilt and forage money to the 
ofScers of die different regiments, and forage money to tho officers 
of the Staff. In my orders for the payment of the same, I have been 
entirely guided by the schedule of rates enclosed inH. R. H.’s letter of 
the Idth June, with the exception of the Deputy Commissary General, to 
whom I was induced to authorise an issue of 20 rations, in consequence of 
that allowance being specified in his instructions from the Lords of the 
Treasury. As many officers of the army have, however, made strong 
representations to me upon the subject of tlioir allowances, I fool it my 
duty to refer them to the consideration of his Royal Highness, who will, 
of course, be better able to judge how far it may bo proper to make them 
known to the Lords of the Treasury. 

I have been informed that the A. A. G.’s have been in tho habit of re- 
ceiving, for many years back, 10 rations of forage money j hnt at present 
they only receive 6 rations, which is 4 less than what is allowed to Aides 

* Gko. Sir Willoughby Gordon, G.C.IJ., Quuttor Miistor Goiiorul. 


G. O. Loiriu, 11th Ang. ISOS. 

The duties of 6eld officer and adjutant to the piquets of tlic line are iliscnniiiiiicd, and 
will be perfarmed by brigades, commencing to-day. ISiudi brigiulo to l'tirni!ili lintli an out- 
lying and inlying piquet of a caiitiiiti and 6U men, with a prupurtioii of ollicera ami nun- 
commissioned officers from each regiment, under tiie unlei's of n iield ullicur of tho brigade. 
Care to be taken that the sentries of the outlying piquets of eacli brigadu lire double, and 
communicate with those of the brigades or corjw to their right and left wlienover circum- 
stances will admit of it. Tho General officer of the day will visit sucli of the piquets aa be 
may think necessary, and they will receive their orders from him. All tlic Held officers of 
piquets will report to him whenever anything particular occurs. 

In column of march the light infantry compauics of brigades will move at tho head of 
their respective brigades, and be tlirown out to either flank ns circumstances may re- 
quire. 

The pioneers of brigades will also march in future at the head of their brigades in front of 
tho light infantry companies, and the mules or horses conveying the camp kettles of com- 
panies, and the Burgeons' fleld chest, and the bill hooks, will march in the intervals between 
the divisions, and lie made to keep up wiffi their respective corns. 

The line of parade or defence of the brigades and corps will always bo estublislied wiieii 
they take up their ground after a march ; and if the troops are required to halt, they will inako 
their huts ae near to that Hue os passible. 

Commanding officers of corps are referred to His Majesty's regulations respecliiig tho 
number of hhtmen allowed to officers, and will lake care that it is on no necotmt excoodod. 

A jrint ofwiiie per man to ho issued this evening, at S o'clock, by tlie respective Assist. 
Gommis^ies of brigades *, and such corps os did not receive meat yosterday for to-day, will 
be supply with it immediately. Meat for to-morrow to he issued to tlie army as soon alter 
daylight in the morning as possible. 
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de Camp and Brigade Majors, although the latter are Staff situations of 
an inferior rank. The Surgeons of regiments have likewise represented to 
me that the present regulation deprives them of the means of carrying 
their medicine chest, which has of late years been provided for by their 
being on a footing with Captains wilh companies. By the present issue, 
and in conformity with the schedule above referred to, tliey are paid as 
Captains witlvoul companies, and have no allowance for the carriage of the 
medicine chest but the lOA allowed as preparation money on embarkation 
in England. 

These are the principal and best founded objections to the schedule of 
rates of bdt and forage money transmitted to me by his Royal Highness, 
which, it appears, had been approved of by the Lords of the Treasury, 
notwithstanding that their Lordships have departed from it in the instruc- 
tions which they have given to the Dep. Comraissoi'y Gen. I shall not, 
however, deviate from the orders of his Royal Highness. 

To Lieut. Col. Gnidoii. Leiria, 11th Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you that the corps of His Majesty’s troops 
placed under my command, which sailed from Cork on the 10th July, 
arrived off the coast of Portugal on the 23d of that month, and on the 
26th the fleet of transports anchored in Mondego bay, at the recom- 
mendation of Adm. Sir C. Cotton, and I went to the fleet at the mouth of 
the Tagus, to communicate personally with the Admiral on the service, 
the performance of which had been entrusted to us. After a full con- 
sideration of the subject, it airpeared to us both that a landing in the bay, 
or in the neighbourhood of the Rock of Lisbon, was a very dilficult and 
precarioris operation, whether viewed in relation to the strength of the 
works erected for their defence, to the impossibility of approaching them 
with the ships of war, or to the state of the surf and its increase with dif- 
ferent winds. To these circumstances were to be added the neighbour- 
hood of the enemy to the probable place of landing, with tlie whole of 
his forces, and the impossibility of procuring in the country so near Lis- 
bon, and exhausted as it was, all the means which were requisite to move 
the provisions and stores which were necessary for the troops. 

We considered also, that by making a landing further to the northward 
we should have the advantage of the co-operation of the Portuguese troops, 
and of the means of the countries in insurrection against the French go- 
vernment for the supply of His Majesty’s troops. We therefore deter- 
mined to land in Mondego bay, on the northern bank of which, at the 
entrance of the river, the Admiral had already occupied a small Portu- 
guese redoubt, with 300 marines. 

I returned to tlie fleet on the 30th July, and on the Ist Aug. I com- 
menced the disembarkation of the troops, which, on account of the surf 
which prevails along the coast of Portugal, was not completed till the 5th. 
On the 6th Gen. Spencer’s corps, which had remained on shore in Anda- 
lusia till the 21st, when the General heard of the surrender of the French 
army under Gen. Dupont to the Spanish troops under Gen. Castanoa, 
arrived in Mondego bay, and was landed on the 7th and 8th. In the 
mean time all the arrangements had been made for the march of the 
ai’mv. and fnv the simnlv nf the troons on their wav to T.iahnn : and the 
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advanced guard moved on the 9th, and the main body yesterday, when 
the former arrived here, and the latter this day. The Portuguese troops 
have also broken up from the positions they had for some time occupied 
ill the neighbourhood of Coimbra, and they will arrive here to-morrow. 

The French army in Portugal is said to consist of about 16,000 men in 
the whole, of which nniubor about 5000 or 6000 occupy Lisbon, Forts 
St. Julian and Cascaes, and the other works eroclod for the defence ol 
the Tagus and of tlio Bay of Lisbon ; 800 in Peniohe, 600 in Almeida, 
600 in Elvas, and, it is said, 1600 in Sotuval: of tlie disposable force 
about 4000 are at Alcobaija, about 16 miles from hence, under Gens. 
Laborde and Thomik'e; and the remainder, under Gens. Jiuiot and 
Loison, are in the neighbourhood of Santarem, on the high road to Lis- 
bon. There are many strong positions on botli roads, which I imagine 
the enemy intend to contest. I shall march by the first, as, although cir- 
cuitous, I shall be enabled to communicate with a small fleet of victual- 
ling and store ships, under charge of Capt. Bligh, of H. M. S. Alfred, who 
will attend the march of the army. 

I have the satisfaction to inform you that the people of the country 
have done everything in their power to assist His Majesty’s troops, and 
have received them in every respect as friends. I have the pleasure to 
add, that the troops, on the other hand, have conducted themselves remark- 
ably well, and I have not heard one complaint of them since tire army 
landed. 

To Lieut. Cel. Oordon. Leiria, llth Auir. IROS. 

I have but little to add to my public letter of this day, which, of course, 
you will lay before his Royal Highness. 

Some letters which I have received from Col. Doyle and Mr. Stuart, 
dated the 2d, at Coruna, mention the ineflBoiency of the Galician army, 
and the probability that it will be employed only to cover the frontiers of 
Galicia. They therefore suspect that Bessi&res, whose corps is at or in the 
neighbourhood of Leon, will detach to the aid of Junot. 

I do not imagine that Bessi^res will venture to make any detach- 
ment until King Joseph Buonaparte shall have made his retreat into 
France, with which view he left Madrid on the 29th July. If I am right 
in tlris conjecture, Bessi^res’ detachment will not be in Portugal, even 
if its march should not be delayed by the difficulties of the country and 
by the efforts of the inhabitants of Spain and Portugal, until after I shall 
be in Lisbon, or, at all events, until our reinforcements shall have arrived. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burmrd, Bart. Leiria, lUh Aug. 1808. 

In my official letters of the 8th and 10th I have apprised you of tlie state 
of die war in this country and iu Spain, and I shall adopt tliis mode of 
communicating to you what I know of the resources of this country, and 
those matters of which it will bo convenient to you to bo apprised in the 
operations which you will have to conduct. 

In the first place, in the present season of the year, you cannot depend 
upon the country for bread. Portugal never fed itself during more than 
1 mbnths out of 12. The common constimption of the country is Indian 
corn i and the little which there is in the country cannot be ground at this 
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season of the year, as the mills are generally turned by water, and tliere is 
now no water in the mill streams ; you must therefore depend upon your 
transports for bread. Wine and beef you will get in the country ; and in 
a short time, straw and Indian corn, or barley, for your horses; but the 
supply of these articles will not last long ; this, however, is a considera- 
tion for a future period. 

I conclude that you will have come equipped with horses to draw your 
artillery ; you will want, therefore, mules to draw the carriages of your 
reserve musket ammunition, and some to carry a few days’ provisions to 
march with the troops. I have ordered 150 draught mules at Oporto, with 
which, if they had come in time, I should have drawn Gen. Spencer’s 
brigade of artillery, and you will of course take them. If you will write 
to the Bishop of Oporto about them, he will send them to you. As for 
mules for carriage, I am afraid you will get none ; for I believe my corps 
has swept the country, very handsomely, of this animal. You must there- 
fore depend for the carriage of your bread upon the carts of the country, 
drawn by bullocks; each of these will carry about 600 lbs., and will 
travel in a day about 12 miles ; but I do not believe that any power that 
you could exert over them, particularly when they shall have already made 
an exertion against the enemy, by the assistance which they have given to 
me, would induce the owners of the carts to go from their homes a greater 
distance than to the nearest place where you could get carts to relieve 
them. I think, therefore, that, if you should determine to march upon 
Santarem, you should, in the first instance, form a magazine of bread upon 
Leiria. Santarem is about 30 miles distant from hence ; and this place 
is about 21 miles from the landing place in the Mondego. A magazine 
here would be safe, until the enemy should quit the Tagus to join a corps, 
which should enter Portugal by the Douro for his relief. You might be 
here as soon as he, and, at all events, your magazine would not be in 
danger unless he should quit the Tagus, which would give you possession 
of that river, and all the facilities of forming your magazine wherever 
you might please, as high up as Abrantes. With a view, therefore, to your 
first operation in Portugal, which I will suppose to be to march to San- 
tarem, I would recommend to you to form a magazine of 10 days’ bread 
and 5 days’ meat, in case of accidents, at Leiria ; and then to keep that 
quantity up or to increase it as you may find it convenient for your pur- 
poses at Santarem. You will probably find it convenient to increase it, 
in which you will experience no difficulty. You will find the people of 
this country well disposed to assist you witli every thing in their power, 
but tliey have very little in their power, and they have been terribly plun- 
dered by the French. 

I shall desire the Commissary to let your Commissary know the price 
of the hire of carts and mules, and of other articles purchased by him. 
The Q. M. G. shall be directed to make your Q. M. G. acquainted with 
every thing relative to the roads, &c. 

To Gen. Freire, Portuguese Army. Calvario, IBtli Aug. 1803. 

Lieut. Col. Trant informed me this morning of the distress wh^ your 
troop were likely to suffer from want of bread, and he 
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me, on the part of your Excellency, to issue bread to the Portuguese troops 
from the British Commissariat. 

I must beg leave to call to your Excellency’s recollection what I have 
repeatedly told you, that it was not in my power to supply the Portuguese 
troops with bread; and, in fact, when your Excellency shall reflect upon 
my situation in this country, the distant prospect that Portugal will, in 


M. G. 0. Mriii, laili Aug. )80«. 

The General Court Martial, of which Major Gen. Hill is the Presiileiil, will ii'asaeuihlB 
at 9 o'clock this morning, at the D. A. G.'s oilice, near head quarters, for the trial of two 

(ieserters from the regt, and such other prisoners os may bo ordered hefore it, All 

evidences to lie immediately warned to attend. 

The army will march to-morrow morning. The hour and order of march will he here- 
after spccided. 

The three light companies of Major Gen. Hill's brigade, under the command of a field 
officer, to assemble on the bridge leading to the great Lisbon rood, to wait there till further 
orders. 


G. O , Leirta, ISth Ang. 1808. 

Representations having been made that Assist. Commissaries and have in 

some instances disobeyed the orders of the Dep. Commissary General, the Lieut. General 
contents himself at present with thus noticing the circumstance ; but should asimilar com- 
plaint be again made to him, his disapprabatiou will bo marked in a much strunger 
manner. 

The Assist. Commissaries of brigades are distinctly to understand tiiut the issues of pro- 
visions and forage they may ho required to make by the General Ordeis, must always he 
punctually delivered at the particular lionr sjiecilicd. 

The aiiiiy to ho completed by the Assist. Commissaries of brigades, at 3 o'clock, to 4 
days’ bread up to the Iflth iiist. inclusive, and an issue of one day’s forage lo ho likewiso 
made from the commissariat stores in tlie principal square of the town. 

Head qnaiters, the general staff of the army departments, and the artillery not attached 
to brigades, and other unattaclied cori®, will, in future, draw thoii provisions and forage 
from Assist. Commissary Aylmer. 

Hegimeiital surgeons wjll send returns to the D. A. G.’s office, addressed to tho Inspector 
of Hospitals, of the medicines and surgical field equipments with them for immedialo use, 
specifying the manner in which they are conveyed. 

■The brigade majma .ire henceforward always to encamp or quarter thomsclvca close to 
their respective brigades ; aud whenever they have occusiou to ho absent, must ap[io{nt nii 
adjutant to do their dutjF, They are also to report, iu writing, to the D. A. G., the quarters 
of their respective brigadiers whenever tiiey ohongo them. 


A.^G. O. ^ ^ Loiria, ISth Aiig. 1808. 

The sick inspected this morning by the staff surgeons, ond found incupablo of marching, 
are to be sent, as soon as possible, under the charge of an assistant surgeon from each bri- 
gade, to the Portuguese hospital in town, where a medical stuff officer will attend to receive 
them, under the charge of Dr. Hume, and the usual stopinges for men in hospital are lo he 
charged against them. 


'1 he 2d, 3d, and 4th brigades will each send, in the course of this afternoon, to head 
quarters, a serjeant os permanent orderly lothe Lieut. General. 

The anny will march to-morrow morning at 4 o’clock, in 2 columns, by their right ; the 
right column composed of the20lh light dragooiB, tho staff corps, the 6th, 1st, 3d, and 6tli 
brigades of iiifanti'y, the artillery park, and the commissariat depdt. This column will lie 
conducted by Major Rainey, A. Q. M. G. Capt. Gomm wiU conduct the 3d and flth 
brigades in the second line tiirongh the town. 

The left column, composed of 60 dmgoonsof theSOtli, and 50 of the Portuguese cavalry, 
tlie 2ii and 4th brigades of infantry and Portuguese troops, will proceed by Batallm. Tins 
columii will be conducted by Copt Langton. Eiwigii Laing, of the stafl' corps, will loud 
the 4(li lirigade from their present ground through die town. 

All waggims will be kept with the right column. One gun, without a car, will proceeil 
with the left column ; tlie remainder of the half brigade of artillery, alfacheil to tho 2d 
ungade, will jam and accompany the park. 

All guar^, raoepting that over the commissariat stores, and tlie Provost Marshal's, to bo 
Wi^cawn in the morning, and to join their corps beforo the army marclios. 

mrole and countersim are in future to be given out at sunset, until further orders. 

The General Court Martial, of vbich Major Gen. Hill is the President, is dissolved. 




PORTUGAL. 


73 


any reasonable time, be able to supply the -wants of bread by the British 
troops j the distance at which we are placed from Great Britain, from 
whence we must draw our supplies of bread, under these circumstances ; 
and, above all, that f have not made any previous arrangements to answer 
so extraordinary a demand on the part of your Excellency, you will, I am 
convinced, do me the justice to believe, that in declining to comply with 
your wishes, upon this occasion, I have been actuated solely by an atten- 
tion to those circumstances attending our situation at the present moment, 
which are most likely to have a fatal influence on the success of the ser- 
vice in which we are both employed. 

I beg leave to recal to your Excellency’s recollection what I told you 
at Oporto, that I could only supply bread to the British troops ; that I 
repeated this to you at Monte Mdr o Velho ; and I apprised you in both 
those conferences that I should require wme and meat for my soldiers, 
and straw and com for the horses and cattle attached to the army. I 
moved forward in great haste, and at great inconvenience to the army, in 
order to save the depot formed at Leiria, as I understand, for the use of 
the British troops. But when I arrived there, having learned from the 
Portuguese Commissary, that if he delivered the bread to my troops, there 
would be none for those under the command of your Excellency, I de- 
clined to ask for it, and actually received nothing at Leiria excepting 
wine for one day. 

I am really much concerned that your Excellency’s troops should suffer 


G. O. Galvaiio. 13th Aug. igos. 

Tlie army will march at 4 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

It is the Lieut. General’s desire that, in route marching, a regular steady pace should he 
preserved hy the leading divisions of corps, without reference to those immediately preced- 
ing them. It is even desirable tliat each company or division should be led at an unifurtnly 
regular ]iace by its otBcer, without attention to the exact preservation of intervals, which is 
of less importance. 

As it is found inconvenient for the mules carrying the camp kettles to march in the in- 
tervals of divisions according to the orders of the 11th inst., they will in future follow in 
rear of their respective brigades ; but the mule or horse carrying the surgeon's field chest 
will proceed in rear of its particular regiment. 

No baggage whatever is to precede the light and let brigades when the army marches 
by the right j nor the light and 2d when marching by the left. The mules of both, with 
the led horses of officers and of tlie cavalry, will march in the rear of tlie latter of the two 
front brigades, and all the wheel carriages will follow the artillery park. 

Tlie Dep. Commissary General will issue rations for the prisonei's in the Provost guard, 
on the requisition of tlie Dep. Provost Marshal. 

A. G. 0. Calvario, 13t1i Aug. ISOS. 

Urig. Gen. Fane will be pleased to inspect the 20tb light dragoons, at 6 o'clock this even- 
ing, upon their oivn ground, and report os soon ns possible to the Lieut. General the number 
of men, horses, and saddles, efl'ective and serviceable, belonging to that corps. 

The army will march at half-past 4 o'clock to-morrow, in 2 columns, from their right. 
The right column will consist of 5U dragoons and the Ist brigade, with the half brigade of ar- 
tillery attached to it. The commissariat will follow in rear of this column. Capt. Gomm, 
D. A. Q. M. G., will conduct it, and Capt. Hawe will lead the head of the commissariat 
depot. The left column will be composed of the British and Portuguese cavalry, the 6th 
brigade, the staff corps, the 3d, Sth, 4th, and 2d brigades, with their artillery. They will 
form on their own parades. The cavalry will move off at half-jiast 4 o'clock along the road on 
its rigid, guided by Major Rainey, A. Q. M. G. ; the Sth brig^e will follow the cavalry ; 
the 3d the 6th, and the Sth the 3d. Capt. Laiigton, D. A. Q. M. G., will guide the 4th 
and 2d brigades to the road. The park of artillery and spate ammunition will follow the 
left column. The SOth regt, will remain on its present ground until half-past 7 o’clock, when 
it will move off, and follow in rear of the baggage of the left column. 
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any distress •, but you must be aware that the arrangements for providing 
for them have not fallen upon me ; and that I have not required a greater 
proportion of the resources of the country (particularly not bread) than 
is necessary for those of His Majesty ; and I trust that your Excolleney 
will see the propriety of adopting some arrangement which will pro- 
vide effectually for the subsistence of the army which you will march to 
Lisbon ; at the same time, that you will allow His Majesty’s troops to en- 
joy such of the resources of the country as I have above mentioned, which 
they require. 

As it is now certain that Gen. Loison has marched from Thoniar to- 
wards Torres Novas, I do not see any inconvenience that can result to your 
Excellency from halting at Leiria this day, or perhaps to-morrow, at 
which time I hope you will have it in your power to make the arrange- 
ments for your supply which I have recommended. 

To Lieut, Col. Trout. Calrorio, 1.3tli Aug. ISOR. ^ post -1, i>,u. 

I have just received your letter of this date, and I am concerned to lind 
that the arrangements to enable Hie Portuguese army to take the ileld, in 
co-operation with the British troops, have been so much neglected as to 
render that measure impracticable. I have written to Gen. Freire this 
day upon the subject of his supplies, upon which I have nothing further 
to say. As to his plan of operations, I do not see what purpose it is to 
answer, in view to the result of the campaign ; and I certainly can never 
give my sanction to any tiring which appears so useless, and so crudely 
digested so far as even to promise to communicate with or aid tho person 
who is carrying it into execution. 

I have one proposition to make to Gen. Freire, that is, that he should 
send me his cavalry and his light infantry, and a corps of 1000 regular 
infantry, to he employed as I choose, and I engage to give tliese men their 
broad j and for meat, wine, and forage, they shall fime as well ns our 
troops. If he wiU accept of this proposition, let the troops join me to- 
morrow at Alcoha^a. If he does not, I beg that he will curry on such 
operations as he may think proper. 

I shall execute’ the orders which I have received from my government 
without the assistance of the Portuguese government; and Gen. Freire 
will have to justify himself with the existing government of Portugal, 
with his Prince, and with the world, for having omitted to stand forward 
upon this interesting occasion, and for having refused to send me the 
assistance which it is in his power to give, I propose sending the cor- 
respondence which has passed on this subject to the Bishop of Oporto. 

In respect to yourself, as it appears to me that no object is answered 
by your remaining with Gen. Freire, with whom I do not see how I can 
have any communication, you may as well come away, if he should per- 
sist in his intention not to send me the cavalry or tho inftintry ; otherwise, 
or if he should intend to co-operate more nearly in our pliui of operations, 
I shall beg of you to stay witli him, 

P.S, Upon again reading over the plan of operations, it appears to me 
to he decided upon, as the army is to march this night ; if so, I sec no 
reason whatever why you should stay with Gen. Freiro. 
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To Lieut. Col. Traiit. A1cobB(a, 14th Aug. 1808. 

The ai'my arrived here at 10 this morning, the enemy having retreated 
from their position in the night, of which circumstance I beg you to ac- 
quaint Gen. Freire. 

I now beg leave to communicate to you, for his information, the few 
observations which I intended to make upon the plan of operations which 
he intended to adopt witli his own corps. I have to observe, in the first 
place, that it is entirely foreign to any co-operation witli me j and it must 
be considered as distinct in itself, and unconnected with my troops. 

It is obvious, that whether I am too weak to contend with Gen. Junot, 
or sufficiently strong for him, there is nothing in common between the 
Portuguese troops and me. My object is to obtain possession of Lisbon, 
and to that I must adhere, whatever may be the consequence, till I shall 
have attained it, as being the first and greatest step towards dispossessing 
the French of Portugal. They may fight an action with me and retire, or 
they may retire without fighting, or, what I hope is least probable, they 
may defeat me. In the last hypothesis, I have no assistance from Gen. 
Freire; and in the first two, which I hope are the most probable, I 
must give my attention to obtaining possession of Lisbon and the Tagus, 
and leave Gen. Junot to retreat where he pleases and to do what he 
pleases. 

I should like to know what it is most probable he will do, in case he 
should be either defeated by me, or retire and leave me to march unmo- 
lested to Lisbon.? He will fall upon that which is most justly called the 
noyau of the Portuguese army ; the new foundation and hopes of the mo- 
narchy ; which will as certainly be destroyed as it exists, if Gen. Freire 
persists in adopting this plan of operations. 

Let him contemplate the relative strength of the two armies ; and let 
him reflect upon the consequences of an action between Gen. Junot and 
me. With his superiority of cavalry is it possible that, supposing I am 
successful in the action, they will not remain sufficiently unbroken to be 
able still to destroy that which Gen. Freire commands ; and will Junot 
thus have any other object ? But Gen. Freire reckons upon my pursuing 
Junot, and not allowing this misfortune to befal the Portuguese troops : 
BO I will, when I shall be certain of the possession of Lisbon and the 
Tagus ; but positively not till that moment. 

Let us now examine why this plan is adopted ? The General says it is 
necessary in order to subsist his troops : I say it is not ! He could find 


O, Alcotesa. Hth Aug. 1808. 

The army will marcli at lialf-past 4 to-morrow moraiog j the order of march will be given 
out in the evening. 

(TAc detail of the issue of provisions and forage.') 

A. G. O. AlcobaQu. UUi Aug. Ifloe. 

The army will marcli to-morrow, in two culnmns, by tlie right. 

(The detail as before, with little variation.) 

A body of Portuguese cavalry and infantry, which lias joined the army, will_ march in 
tear of the right column; but from tlie lateness of the hour at which it arrived this night, it 
will not move to-morrow until 8 o’clock. Lieut. Col. Trant, A. Q. M. G., will do duty with 
this corijs, and all communications with it are to be made through the medium of that 



76 


PORTUGAL. 


some subsistence everywhere, and good arrangements would bring plenty. 
In this very town I got this day as much bread as would have subsisted 
the whole Portuguese army ; and I am convinced, from what 1 see of the 
country next the sea coast, through which I shall march, that it is the 
richest in Portugal. I declare that I think the plan of operations proposed 
is BO defective and dangerous, that I would recommend to the General, if 
he will not accompany me, rather to remain at Leirla, or march bore j 
and he can be supplied at eitlier place ; ami to wait in security the event 
of a contest which must take place in a few clays. 

The enemy are said to he at Obidos, where I shall march to-morrow. 

P.S. The Portuguese detachment allotted to me are not yet arrived, but 
T conclude they will be here this evening. 

To Capt. Bligh, H.M.S, jllfred. Alcoba^a, Mth Aug. 1808. 

The head of 120 carts are just about to leave this place, to bring away 
the bread and oats, for which I wrote tliis morning ; and I hope they will 
return here, loaded, to-morrow. The dragoons and their horses will go in 
the morning, at daylight, for tlreir saddles, &c., and I shall order them to 
return in the evening. 

The enemy have retired to Obidos, about 20 miles from hence ; and I 
propose to follow them in the morning, leaving the articles which you will 
land for me to follow. If they should quit Obidos, I sliiill occupy that 
place to-morrow j and on the next day I shall rcconnaitre Penicho. If the 
enemy should stay at Obidos, I shall cUhor attack them or turn them on 
the next dayj that is, Tuesday. I should think that they will stay, ns I 
imagine that Loison has joined the detachment which was hero with about 
5000 men. They had 3000 or 4000 here. 

It might be very useful to me if you would appear off Pcniclio with 
your little fleet on Tuesday moniing, the 16th inst. It is possible that I 
may not rcconnaitre tliat place till Wednesday, or possibly not at nil ; as I 
may find another line of operation more convenient to me in a view to my 
ultimate destination. But if I should not go to Obidos, or if I should 
give up all thoughts of communicating with you at Penicho, I shall take 
care to send you a letter by this place, which will bo forwarded to you 
from Nazareth. 

^ I have not yet finally determined upon our next point of communica- 
tion after Peniche, for the reasons which I have above stated. I rather 
believe it will he Ericeira, near Mafra; hut upon this point I ahnll write 
to you again this night, after I shall have more perfectly ascertained roads, 
distances, position of the enemy, &c. Everything is going on well j hut 
tlie Portuguese troops have not joined us, 

I propose to send you this night three French Coramissai'ies, who 
were taken 2 days ago at Thomar. I shall write you a line with them. 

P.S, If you should have an opportunity, let the Admiral and Malcolm 
know that you have heard from me. 

To Vise. Ciiaflereagh. CaWas, 16th Aiig. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose copies of letters which I have received 
some days ago from Mr. Stuart and Col. Doyle, from Coruna, and copies 
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of letters which I have in consequence written to Sir H. Burrard, to he 
delivered to him upon his arrival on the coast of Portugal. 

To Vise. Costlereagh. Galdas, ICih Aug. 1808. 

I marched from Lavos on the 10th, and was joined at Leiria on the 
12th by the Portuguese troops under Gen. B. Freire, consisting of between 
5000 and 6000 men. But I am concerned to inform your li)rdship that 
they have not accompanied me any farther. Since my arrival in this 
country, Gen. B. Freire, and the other Portuguese officers, had e.\preased 
a wish that the British Commissariat should support the Portuguese troops 
from the British stores during the campaign ; particularly in a meeting 
which I had with them at Oporto on Ihe night of the 24th July, and in 
another at Monte Mdr o Velho on the 1th inst. ; and upon both these 
occasions I told them explicitly that it was impossible to supply their 
wants from the British stores ; that those stores were formed with a view 
to the consumption of the British only, and that but during a short time ; 
and that it was a proposition of a novel nature to require an army landing 
from its ships not only to supply its own consumption of bread, but like- 
wise that of the array of the state to whose assistance it had been sent. 
1 told the Portuguese officers, however, that I believed I should not have 
occasion to call upon the country to supply bread during my march 
towards Lisbon ; but that I should require beef, wine, and forage, all of 
which the Bishop of Oporto engaged should be supplied to me. 

Before I marched to Leiria, the Portuguese officers earnestly urged 


G. 0. Ciililas, Aug. 1608. 

(The detail of the issue of provisions und forage, and the order of the march.) 

Three daya' bread tu be iasuecl tu the trooiia te-morrow, te complete tliem tu the 19ih hist, 
inclusive. 

G. O. Caldaa. ICth Aug. 1808. 

The army will march to-morrow : the hour and order of march wiU be made known in 
the evening. 

(Detail of the issue afpivoisimis and forage.) 

The Lieut. General being informed tliat many irregularities are committed, and risk in- 
curred by the soldiers strolling to a distance from their lines, the General ndicers, and 
officers commanding corps, will be pleased to put a stop tu this practice, and prevent the 
soldiers from going beyond their lines without a written pass, signed by a cnmtnissioned 
officer ; and they are not to enter any town or village without their side arms, and being 
diessed in the uniform of their corps. Such soldiers as may be taken up for a disobedience 
of this order, are not to receive the allowance of wine given from time to time to the troops 
as an indulgence only. 

Regimental surgeons will report the state of their sick, personally, to the Inspector of 
Hospitals, without delay, and the same is to be done on every Iiolting day. 

7'he Portuguese troops, acting with the army, are to be provisioned by the Hep. Commis- 
sary General in the same mauner as the British. 

General officer for tlie day, to-morrow. Brig. Gen. Bowes. 

A. G. O. 

The army will move off from their present ground at half-past 4 o'clock to-morrow mora- 
iiig, and assemble in contiguous columns of brigades, right in front, in the plain on this side 
the castle of Obidos. 

(Detail of Hie order of march.) 

One captain, 3 subalterns, 3 serjeants, 1 drummer, _and_50 R. and F., from the 3d 
brigade, to be added to the guard already over tlie commissariat deppt and military chest, 
at 4 o'clock to-morrow raoniiiig ; and the officers and non-commissioned officers of these 
guards are held responsible that their men keep sober, and abstain from taking any of the 
public stores placed under their charge. 
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my early advance, to secure a magazine which had been formed at that 
place, as I understood, for the use of the British troops, and my advance 
certainly saved it from tlie enemy. But I received no supply .from the 
magiizine, which was left entire for tlie use of the Portuguese army. On 
the evening, however, of the arrival of the Portuguese army at Loiria, 
some very extraordinary messages were sent to me respecting their sup- 
plies ; and in a conversation which I had with him that night, Gen. Froirc 
expressed his anxiety upon the subject. The plan of the marcli for the 
next morning was communicated to him, and the hour for tlie departure 
of the Portuguese troops was fired. Instead of making the niarcli, liowover, 
as had been agreed upon, I received from Gen. Preiro a proposition for a 
new plan of operations, which was to take the Portuguese troops to a dis- 
tance from the British army, by Thomar, towards Santarem, unless I 
should consent to feed the whole of them ; and the pretext for the adoption 
of this plan was the probable want of supplies on the road which I had 
proposed to take, and their great plenty in the proposed quarter ; and that 
the Portuguese troops would be in a situation to cut off the retreat of the 
French from Lisbon. 

In ray reply, I pointed out the inefficiency and danger of this plan, 
and requested the General to send me 1000 infantry, all his cavalry, and 
his light troops, which I engaged to feed ; and I recommended to him 
either to join me himself witli the remainder, or at all events to remain at 
Leiria. or at Alcohaqa, or somewhere in my rear, where at least his own 
•troops would he in safety. He has sent me the troops which I have re- 
quired, to the amount of 1400 infantiy, and 260 cavalry ; hut ho has 
announced to me that he intends to persevere in his proposed plan of 
operations for the remainder of his army, notwithstanding that I have 
informed him that I have found resources in the country fully adequate 
to the subsistence of his troops. 

I have been thus particular in detailing to your Lordship the circum- 
stances which have attended, for I am certain they have not occasioned, 
the separation of the Portuguese army from that of His Majesty. There 
must have been in the magazine at Leiria bread for the Portuguese 
troops for 2 days. I found at Alcoha 9 a a sufficiency to last tliem one day, 
and more might have been procured; and this town would liave afforded 
ample supplies. 

Gen. Freire has been apprised of this state of the resources, and yet he 
perseveres in his plan ; and I acknowledge that I can attribute it only to 
his apprehensions, which, however, he has never hinted to me, tliat we are 
not sufficiently strong for the enemy. I am convinced that he can have 
no personal motive for his conduct, as I have been always on the most 
cordial good terms with him ; I have supplied him with arms, ammunition, 
and flints, and have done every thing in my power for his army ; and only 
on the day before he communicated to me the alteration of his plan for 
tlie march of his army, he voluntarily placed himself and his troops under 
my command. 

Having found the resources of the country more ample than I expected, 

I should certainly have undertaken to feed his army according to his 
desire; as I consider it of importance, on political rather than on military 
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grounds, that the Portuguese troops should accompany our march ; only 
that I have found the British Commissariat to be so ill composed as to be 
incapable of distributing even to the British troops the ample supplies 
which have been procured for them ; and I did not wish to burden them 
with the additional charge of providing and distributing supplies to the 
Portuguese army. Besides, as I have above explained to your Lordship, 
I do not believe the motive stated is that which has caused the determina- 
tion to which I have adverted. 

I marched from Leiria on the 13th, and arrived at Alcoha^a on the 
14th, which place the enemy had abandoned in the preceding night ; and 
I arrived here yesterday. The enemy, about 4000 in number, were posted 
about 10 miles from hence at Eoliqa ; and they occupied Ohidos, about 3 
miles from hence, with their advanced posts. As the possession of this 
last village was important to our future operations, I determined to occupy 
it ; and as soon as the British infantry arrived upon the ground, I directed 
that it might be occupied by a detachment consisting of 4 companies of 
riflemen of the 60th and 95th regts. 

The enemy, consisting of a small piquet of infantry and a few cavahy, 
made a triSing resistance and retired ; but they were followed by a de- 
tachment of our riflemen to the distance of 3 miles from Ohidos. The 
riflemen were there attacked by a superior body of the enemy, who at- 
tempted to cut them off from the main body of the detachment to which 
they belonged, which had now advanced to their support ; larger bodies of 
the enemy appeared on both the flanks of the detachments ; and it was 
with difficulty that Major Gen. Spencer, who had gone out to Obidos 
when he heard that the riflemen had advanced in pursuit of the enemy, 
was enabled to effect their retreat to that village. They have since re- 
mained in possession of it, and tlie enemy have retired entirely from the 
neighbourhood. 

In this little affair of the advanced post, which was occasioned solely by 
the eagerness of the troops in pursuit of the enemy, I am concerned to 
add that Lieut. Bunbury, of the 2d batt., 95th regt., was killed, and the 
Hon. Capt. Pakenham* wounded, but slightly ; and we have lost some men, 
of whose numbers I have not received the returns. 

Besides the corps of about 4000 men, commanded by Gens. Laborde 
and Thomifei'e, which is retiring in front of the army by the sea road 
towards Lisbon, there is another corps, consisting of about 5000 men, 
assembled at Rio Maior, under Gen. Loison, which I conclude will retire 
by the great Lisbon road, and they will probably join near Lisbon with 
whatever troops can be spared from the defence of the fortifications. 

Loison’s corps has lately been employed in Alentejo against a Spanish 
detachment of about 1000 men, and the Portuguese insurgents in that 
quarter, and with a view to the relief of Elvas. I understand that it has 
suffered much in the expedition, as well by the fatigue of the marches 
which it has made as by the opposition it has met with. 

When I was at Alcobaqa I communicated with Capt. Bligh, of the Alfred, 
who was detained off Nazareth with a convoy of victuallers and ordnance 
store ships, and he landed a supply, which I hope to receive this evening ; 


* Major Gen. the Hon. Sir Hercules Pakenhain, K.C.B. 
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and he is now oif Peniche, where I intend, if possible, to communicate with 
him to-morrow morning. 

To Visct. Caatlereagrh. Calclos, ICtli Aug. 1808. 

I have but little to add to my letters of this day. We are going on as 
well as possible; the army in high order, and in great spirits. Wo make 
long marches, to which they are becoming accustomed ; and I make no 
doubt they will be equal to anything when we shall roach Lisbon. 1 liavo 
every hope of success. The allair of the advanced posts of yeatL*rday 
evening was unpleasant, because it was quite useless ; and was oecasloned, 
contrary to orders, solely by the imprudence of the olFicer, and the dash 
and eagerness of the men : they behaved remarkably well, and did some 
execution with their rifles. 

I send you the history of our separation from the Portuguese array, 
that you may communicate upon it witli De Sousa.* If you should del, er- 
mine to form a Portuguese army, you must, if possible, have nothing to 
do with Gen. Freire. The fact is, they are afraid of the French ; they 
are incapable of making any arrangement to feed their troops ; and they 
are not a little afraid of them. 

Our artillery horses are not what we ought to have. They have great 
merit in their way as cost horses of dragoons, and Irish carl horses, 
bought for £l 2 each! hut not fit for an array that, to bo successful and 
carry things with a high hand, ought to be able to move. 

To the Duke of Richmond. Caldiie, lOlli Aug. 1808. 

We are getting on as well ns possible. The army is in high spirits, and 
beginning to march tolerably well, and I have every prospect of success. 
The enemy are retiring before us in two divisions, one of 4000, the other 
of 5000 men; and I would try to cut off one of them, only they out- 
march us. 

The Commissariat horses do as well as they can ; but they are not exactly 
what we ought to have. 

We had yesterday evening a little affair of advanced posts, foolishly 
brought on by the over-eagerness of the riflemen in the pursuit of an 
enemy’s piquet, in which we lost Lieut. Bunhury of the 95lh, killed, and 
Fakenham, slightly wounded, and some men of the 95th and 60th. The 
troops behaved remarkably well, hut not with great prudence. 

I am perfectly well. The troops very healthy, notwithstanding that 
they are in the sun all day, and in the dew all night, for they have no 
tents. 

P .S. I have written to Longford, to desire him to apprise his mother 
and his family of his brother’s wound ; but if he should be out of the way, 
and you should have reason to believe that Lady Wellesley will hear of it 
before she will see Longford, give her the enclosed letter. 

To Visot. Costlereagli. Villa Vordo, 17th Ang. 1 808. 

^ The French Gen. Laborde having continued in his position at lioliqa, 
since my arrival at Caldas on the 15th insl., I determined to attack him 

• Ambassador at tlie Court of Lomloii. Allenvartlj Condo de Funchal. 
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in it this morning. Roli^a is situated on an eminence, having a plain in 
its front, at the end of a valley, vrhich commences at Caldas, and is closed 
to the southward by mountains, which join the hills forming the valley on 
the left. Looking from Caldas, in the centre of the valley, and about 8 
miles from Roliga, is the town and old Moorish fort of Obidos, from 
whence the enemy’s piquets had been driven on the 15th ; and from that 
time he had posts in the hills on both sides of the valley, as well as in the 
plain in front of his army, which was posted on the heights in front of 
Roli^a, its right resting upon the hills, its left upon an eminence on which 
was a windmill, and the whole covering 4 or 5 passes into the mountains 
on his rear. 

1 have reason to believe that his force consisted of at least 6000 men, 
of which about 500 were cavalry, with 5 pieces of cannon ; and there was 
some reason to believe that Gen. Loison, who was at Rio Maior yesterday, 
would join Gen. Laborde by his right in the course of the night. 

The plan of attack was formed accordingly; and the army, having 
broken up from Caldas this morning, was formed into 3 columns. The 
right, consisting of 1200 Portuguese infantry, 50 Portuguese cavalry, 
destined to turn the enemy’s left, and penetrate into the mountains in his 
rear. The left, consisting of Major Gen. Ferguson’s and Brig. Gen. 
Bowes’ brigade of infantry, 3 companies of riflemen, a brigade of light 
artillery, and 20 British and 20 Portuguese cavalry, was destined, under 
the command of Major Gen. Ferguson, to ascend the hills at Ohidos, to 
turn all tlie enemy’s posts on the left of the valley, as well as the right of 
his post at Roli^a. This corps was also destined to watch the motions of 
Gen. Loison on the enemy’s right, who, I had heard, had moved from 
Rio Maior towards Alooentre last night. The centee column, consisting 
of Major Gen. Hill’s, Brig. Gen. Nightingall’s, Brig. Gen. C. Craufurd’s, 
and Brig. Gen. Fane’s brigades (with the exception of the riflemen de- 
tached with Major Gen. Ferguson), and 400 Portuguese light infantry, 
the British and Portuguese cavalry, a brigade of 9 pounders, and a bri- 
gade of 6 pounders, was destined to attack Gen. Laborde’s position in the 
front. 

The columns being formed, the troops moved from Obidos about 7 
o’clock in the morning. Brig, Gen. Fane’s riflemen were immediately 
detached into the hills on the left of the valley, to keep up the communi- 
cation between the centre and left columns, and to protect the march 
of the former along the valley, and the enemy’s posts were successively 
driven in. Major Gen. Hill’s brigade, formed in three columns of 
battalions, moved on the right of the valley, supported by the cavalry, in 
order to attack the enemy’s left; and Brig. Gens. Nightingall and Crau- 
furd moved with the artillery along the high road, until at length the 
former formed in the plain immediately in the enemy’s front, supported 
by the light infantry companies, and the 45th regt. of Brig. Gen. Crau- 


G» 0. Casas de Suonoi ITth Aug. 1808. 

The anny will be under arms at the usual hour in the morning, before daylight, and in 
readiness to inarch at 5 o'clock] the disposition of tiie inarch will be made known in the 
morning. 

General oiScer for the day> to-moiTcw, Brig, Gen. Fane. 

VOL. 111. G 
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furd’s brigade ; while the 2 other regiments of this brigade (the 50th and 
Gist), and half of the 9 pounder brigade, were kept up as a reserve in the 
rear. 

Major Gen. Hill and Brig. Gen, Nightingall advanced upon the 
enemy’s position, and at the same moment Brig. Gen. Pane’s riflemen 
were in the hills on his right, the Portuguese in a village upon his left, 
and Major Gen. Ferguson’s column was descending from the heights 
into the plain. From this situation the enemy retired by the posses 
into the mountains with the utmost regularity and the greatest celerity ; 
and notwithstanding the rapid advance of the British infantry, the want of 
a sufficient body of cavalry was the cause of his suffering but little loss on 
the plain. It was then necessary to make a disposition to attack the for- 
midable position which he had taken up. 

Brig. Gen. Fane’s riflemen were already in the mountains on liis right ; 
and no time was lost in attacking the different passes, ns well to support 
the riflemen as to defeat the enemy completely. 

The Portuguese infantry were ordered to move up a pass on the right 
of the whole. The light companies of Major Gen. Hill’s brigade, and 
the 5th regt., moved up a pass next on the right; and the 29th regt,, sup- 
ported by the 9th regt., under Brig. Gen. Nightingall, a third pass ; and 
the 4Sth and 82d regts., passes on the left. These passes were all diffi- 
cult of access, and some of them were well defended by Uic enemy, par- 
ticularly that which was attacked by the 29th and 9th regts. These regi- 
ments attacked with the utmost impetuosity, and reached the enemy before 
tliose whose attacks were to be miffie on their flanks. 

The defence of the enemy was desperate ; and it was in this attack 
principally that we sustained the loss whicli we have to lament, pimlion- 
larly of that gallant officer, the Hon. Lieut. Col. Lake, who distinguisliod 
himself upon this occasion. The enemy was, however, driven from nil 
the positions he had taken in tlje passes of the mountains, and our troops 
were advanced in the plains on their tops. For a considerable length of 
time the 2gth and 9th regts. alone were advanced to this point, with Brig. 
Gen. Fane’s riflemen at a distance on the left, and they wore afterwards 
supported by the 5th regt., and by the light compimies of Major Gen. 
Hill’s brigade, which had come upon their right, and by the otlicr troops 
ordered to ascend the mountains, who came up hy degrees. 

The enemy here made 3 most gallant attacks upon tlie 29th and 9th 
regts., supported as I have above stated, with a view to cover the retreat 
of his defeated array, in all of which he was, however, repulsed ; hut he 
succeeded in effecting his retreat in good order, owing principally to my 
want of cavalry ; and, secondly, to the difficulty of bringing up flie passes 
of tlie mountains, with celerity, a sufficient number of troo 2 )s and of 
cannon to support those which had first ascended. The loss of the enemy 
has, however, been very great, and ho left 3 pieces of cannon in oux’ 
hands. 

I cannot sufficiently applaud the conduct of the troops throughout this 
'action. The enemy’s positions were formidable, and ho took thorn up 
with his usual ability and celer%, and defended them most gallantly. 
But I must observe, that although we had such a superiority of numbers 
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employed in the operations of this day, the troops actually engaged in the 
heat of die action were, from unavoidable circumstances, only the 6th, 
9di, 29th, the riflemen of the 95th and 60th, and the flank companies of 
Major Gen. Hill’s brigade ; being a number by no means equal to that 
of the enemy. Their conduct therefore deserves the highest commenda- 
tion. 

I cannot avoid taking this opportunity of expressing my acknowledg- 
ments for the aid and support I received from all the General and other 
officers of this army : I am particularly indebted to Major Gen. Spencer 
for the advice and assistance I received from him ; to Major Gen. Fer- 
guson, for the manner in which he led the left column ; and to Major 
Gen. Hill, and Brig. Gens. Nightingall and Fane, for the manner in 
which they conducted the different attacks which they led. 

I derived most material assistance also from Lieut. Col. Tucker and 
Lieut. Col. Bathurst, in the offices of D. A. and D. Q. M. Gen., and 
from the officers of the Staff employed under them. I must also mention 
that I have every reason to be satisfied with the artillery under Lieut. 
Col. Robe. I have the honor to enclose herewith a return of killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

To Vise. Ciuflereagh. Lourinhn, 18th Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose a return of the killed and wounded in the 
affair between the outposts of the 15th insfc, reported in my letter to your 
Lordship of the 16th. 


Return of the killed, wounded, and missing of the Army under the command of Licnt. 
Geo. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley; K.B., on the 17tb of Aug. 1808. 



Officers. 

at * 

a§i 
s ss § 
i § 9 
ill 

iz; 

Hank & File. 

BB 

1 

Total loss of officers, 
non-commissioned 
officers, and rank 
and Ole. 

EiUod ..... 

4 

3 

63 

1 

70 

Wounded .... 

20 

20 

299 

2 

335 

Hissing « • • • 

4 

2 

68 

* • 

74 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Oolrymple. Lourinha, 18th Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have addressed 
to the Sec. of State, in which I have reported the circumstances of an 
action whic^ I had with one of the enemy’s corps yesterday. 

To Vise. Oastlereagh. Lourinha, 18th Aug. 1808. 

Since I wrote to you last night I have heard from Brig. Gen. Anstru- 
ther that he is on the coast, off Peniche, with the fleet of victuallers and 
store ships, in charge of Capt. Bligh, of the Alfred, with a part of the 
force detached from England under Brig. Gen, Acland, in consequence 

G 2 













84 


PORTUGAL. 


of the receipt of orders which I had left at Mondego bay for Gen. Acland, 
which he had opened. 

I have ordered Brig. Gen. Anstruther to land immediately, and I have 
moved to this place in order to protect his landing and facilitate his 
junction. 

Gen. Loison joined Gen. Laborde in the course of last night at Torres 
Vedras, and I understand that both begin their march towards Lisbon this 
morning; I also hear that Gen. Jimot has arrived this day at Torres 
Vedras, with a small corps from Lisbon ; and I conclude that the whole 
of the French army will be assembled between Torres Vedras and the 
capital in ftie course of a few days. 

To Lieut. Col. Goidon. Lourinlia, ISth Aug. 1808. 

The army marched from Leiria on the 13th to Calvario, and on iiie 14th 
to Alcobaqa, which place the enemy had abandoned in tire night of the 13th. 
I was joined at Alcobaqa by 1650 Portuguese troops, viz., 1000 regular 
infantry, 400 light troops, and 250 cavalry ; and I engaged to feed those 
troops in the same manner as those of His Majesty aro fed. Tlio Portu- 
guese Gen. Freire stated, os his reason for not joining me with the whole 
corps, that he could not find subsistence for it on the route towards Lisbon, 
which I intended to take ; and as I deemed it desirable on political, rather 
than on military grounds, to have with Uio British army a corps of Por- 
tugxiese troops, I desired him to send the corps which joined mo at Alco- 
ha(;a, which I engaged to feed. 

On the 15th I marched to Caldos, in 2 columns. As the possession of 
the town and Moorish fort of Obidos was important to me, with a view 
to my future operations, I directed that it might be talcen possession of by 
four companies of riflemen, shortly after the infantry of the army hod 
reached Caldas ; and they were detached to Obidos, under Major Travers, 
of the 95th. The enemy’s piquet, which was in the village, retired when 
Major Travers approached, and fired upon the riflemen, and were pursued 


M. G. O. Ckuiu du Sunnti, IBtli Aug. ISUS. 

The following new dietrlbution of brigades to tube place on leaving this ground s 
The 6th, or light brigade, to consist of the hOtti regt,, 4 companies of (be (iStli, and S com- 
panies of the 60th. 

One company of the 60th to be attached to each of the following brigades ; the Ist, 2il, 
3d, 4th, and Stb ; and to join them os soon os possible. 


G. O. Lourinlia, ISHi Aug, ISOS. 

The Lieut. General was perfectly satisfied with the conduct of the troops iu tho aotioii of 
yesterday, particularly with the gallantry displayed by tlie Sth, 0th, 29ili, GOtb, and 05th, 
to whose lot it principally fell to engage the enemy. 

From the specimen afforded yeelerday of their behaviour in action, the Lieut. General feels 
confident that the troops will distinguish themselves whenever the enemy may give them 
another occasion ; and it is only necessary for him to recommend to them a steady attention 
to tho preservation of order and regularity, and strict obedience to the commands wliich llio 
officers may give. ‘ 

Botunis of the killed, wounded, and missing, in tho action of yesterday, to ho sent ns soon 
as possible, tiirough the major of brigade, to the D. A. G., and lists of all officers of coi'in, 
specifying tanks and dates of commissions, to Ineut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. 

, _ {DetaU of t/io isma of provisions, ^0.) 

The army will match to-morrow : Ihe time and order of march will be hereafter notiOed, 
General officer for the day, to-morrow, Brig. Gen, C. Cranfui'd, 
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by a small detachment to the distance of nearly 3 miles from Obidos, 
The riflemen were there attacked by a superior body of the enemy, who 
attempted to cut them off from the main body of the detachment, which 
had now advanced from Obidos to their support. Larger bodies of the 
enemy then appeared on both ffanks of the detachment ; and it was with 
difficulty that Major Gen. Spencer, who had gone out to Obidos, when he 
heard that the riflemen had advanced in pursuit of the enemy, was enabled 
to effect their retreat to that village. In this affair, which was occasioned 
solely by the eagerness of the troops in pursuit of the enemy, we sustained 
a loss, of which I enclose a return. Capt. Pakenham’s wound is so slight 
that he has continued to do his duty with his regiment. The loss of the 
enemy in this affair was not inconsiderable, and much larger than that sus- 
tained hy His Majesty’s troops. 

The enemy having still continued in his position at Roli^a, I attacked 
him on the nth, and I enclose a copy of the letter which I have written 
to the Sec. of State, in which the particulars of tliis action are detailed. I 
have nothing to add to this letter, excepting to request you to represent to 
his Royal Highness my admiration of the conduct of the troops throughout 
the day. 

1 heard this morning, at 9 o’clock, that Gen. Anstruther had joined the 
convoy of victuallers and store ships stationed off Peniche, under Capt. 
Bligh, of the Alfred, with 2500 men of the force detached from England, 
under Brig. Gen. Acland. I have directed that this force may land in 
this neighbourhood ; and I have moved here this morning in order to 
protect his landing, and favor his junction with me. They will, I hope, 
land to-morrow. 

Gen. Loison joined Gen. Laborde at Torres Vedras last night, and they 
retreated this morning at daylight; and Gen. Junot, with a small corps 
from Lisbon, arrived at Torres Vedras at an early hour this day. I ima- 
gine that the whole of the French troops will join immediately, with a 
view to impede my march upon Lisbon. 

To Vise. Gastlerei^li. Louniiha, ISth Aug. 1808. 

My dispatch of yesterday and of this day will inform you of the state 
of affairs here. I never saw such desperate fighting as in the attack of 
the pass by Lake, and in the 3 attacks by the French on our troops in the 
mountains. These attacks were made in their best style, and our troops 
defended themselves capitally ; and if the difficulties of the ground had not 
prevented me from bringing up a sufficient number of the troops and of 
cannon, we should have taken the whole army. They say that the French 
lost 1500 men, which is a large amount; but I think they had more than 
6000 men in the action. 

As soon as Anstruther shall have landed I shall give you a good account 
of the remainder of the French army ; but I am afraid I shall not gain a 
complete victory; that is, I shall not entirely destroy them for want of 
cavalry. 

P.S. I enclose a letter for Mr. Borough about Lake’s death, and one for 
Lord Longford, to tell him that his brodier is quite well. 
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To Adm. Sit C. Cotton, Bait. Lourinha, IStii Auff. 1808. 

I haye the pleasure to inform you that I heat Laborde’s corps yesterday, 
in an action of which the circumstances are detailed in the enclosed dis- 
patch to Sir H. Dalrymple, which I request you to peruse, and forward to 
him by the first opportunity. I hear that the enemy have lost 1500 men. 
Our loss is about 70 killed, about 350 wounded, and a few missing, officers 
included. 

I expect to have another brush wMi the whole of his array in a day or 
two; and at all events to be in your neighbourhood before long. If 
Junot, who is with tlie army, should retire, I shall be at Mafra on the day 
after to-morrow, I hope ; but I recommend to you not to land your 
marines, &c. till you hear further from me. 2500 men, under Gen. An- 
struther, are with Capt. Bligh, and I propose to land them to-morrow. 

To the Duke of Richmond. Camp at Lourinha, 18th Aug. 1808. 

You will see that we have beaten a French corps yesterday. The action 
was a moat desperate one between the troops engaged. I never saw such 
fighting as in the pass by the 29th and 9th, or in the tliree attacks made 
by the French in the mountains. These were in their best style ; at the 
same time, if I could have got a sufficient number of troops up in time, I 
should have taken or destroyed their whole corps. 

The whole French aymy is now collected, and I have come here to 
favor Anstruther’s landing and junction. He will join me to-morrow with 
2500 men. 


To R. Borougi], Eaq. Lourinlia, IStli Aug. 1808. 

I do not recollect the occasion upon which I have written with more 
pain to myself than I do at present, to communicate to you the death of 
your gallant brother-in-law.* He fell in ihe attack of a pass in the moun- 
tains, at the head of his regiment, the admiration of the whole annyj and 
there is nothing to be regretted in his deatli, excepting the untimely mo- 
ment at which it has afflicted his family,f and has deprived the public of 
the services of an officer who would liave been an ornament to his profes- 
sion, and an honour to his country. 

It may at the moment increase the regret of tliose who lose a near and 
dear relation, to leani that he deserved and enjoyed the respect and affec- 
tion of the world at large, and particularly of the profession to which ho 
belonged; but I am convinced, that however acute may be the sensations 
which it may at first occasion, it must in the end be satisfactory to the 
family of such a man as Col. Lake, to know that he was respected and 
loved by the whole army, and that he fell, alas ! with many otliers, in the 
achievement of one of the most heroic actions that have been performed 
by the British army. 

I cannot desire to he remembered to Mrs. Borough. 
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To Vise. CasUereagh.* Vimeiro, 20th Aug. 1808. 

I have had no opportunity of sending my dispatch of the llth to your 
Lordship till this day, and I now transmit it by Capt. Campbell, f my aide 
de camp, to whom I beg leave to refer your Lordship for any further in- 
formation you may require ; at the same time, I beg leave to recommend 
Capt. Campbell to your Lordship as an ofScer of great merit : he has 
served with me for some years in my family, and I have always had reason 
to be satisfied with his conduct. 

To Viso. Castlereagh, Vimeiio, 20th Aug. 1808. 

Anstrutlier is on shore, and I expect him in camp every moment. I 
shall be near Mafra to-morrow. The enemy have their advanced guard in 
front of Torres Vedras, and the main body of their army collected in the 

* Vise. Castlereagh to Lieut. Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. 

Downing Streetj 19th Aug. 1808. 

1 have received and laid before the King your 2 dispatches of the 26th and 
28th July (a), giving a detail of your operations, from the time of your landing 
at Oporto till the disemharkation of your forces in the Mondego River, in imme- 
diate expectation of being reinforced by the division under Major Gen, Spencer. 
This circumstance, connected with the surrender of Gen. Dupont's army, the 
retreat of Marshal Besaidres, and the evacuation of Madrid, joined to the assistance 
you must have received from the Portuguese, will have enabled you to commence 
your operations Avitliout delay ; and the fullest reliance is placed not less on your 
decision than on your prudence. 

I am also to express His Majesty’s approbation of the authority you thought it 
inoumbent upon you to give Major Gen. Spencer, for making an advance of 
money to the Spaniards, and of your taking upon yourself the responsibility of 
that measure, in case Major Gen. Spencer should have felt the necessity of acting 
in conformity to your iiistruction. 

(rt) iVbffl, There having been no dispatch of the 28th July, it is opposed that this is a 
clerical error, and that the passage should run tlms : * your 2 dispatches of the 26th 
July and 1st Aug.' 

f Lieut. Gen. Sir Colin Campbell, K.C.B. 


Q Q Vimeiro, ISth Aug. IMS. 

The army will march at 0 o'clock tn-raorrow morning : tiie order of march will be made 
known in the morning. , 

QDelail of the iseue of provtstmn, ^o.) 

General officer for the day, to-morrow, Major Gen. Hill. 

^“'hrefSays' bread, from the 23d inclusive, to beissued this evening by the Assist. Com- 
missaries of brigades. The Den. Commissary General will also issue 3 days bread to the 
Portuguese troops acting with the army. 

JL Q n Vimeiro, ISlh Aug. 1808. 

‘The aimy will halt to-morrow; excepting the 6th brigiffie with their guns, and the 2d 
brigade wiffi their guns, the British cavalry (excepting 60 to be left m camp), 

80 of the Portuguese cavalry, which will march to-rnorrow morning at 3 o clock, without 
great coats or liavresaoks, under the command of Major Gen. Spencer. i.i,_ 

®^The rifle and light companies of the let, 3d, 4th, and 6tli brigades, wiU occupy, at t be 
same hour, the prlsont position of the light brigade, under the orders of Major Gan. Hill, 

Bri™ Gen°Pane wiU '’draw out, on the rood leading to tnurinha, precisely at 3 o’clock, 
left ill ftoiit, nncl the 2d brigade and cavalry will immediately follow him. 

Tlie 3d brigade will send immediately a captain and 60 men to the 
of Vimeiro, on the road by which the mray entered it this morning, and the cavalry will 
jxlirole constantly from it during the night on the roan to Lounnna. 
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rear of that town. I understand tliat they have got together everything 
that Portugal can aiford. 

Col. Brown, who has got charge of my letters to you, has not had an 
opportunity of going on hoard ship till tliis day. T intended to have sent 
them by my aide de camp, Capt. Camphell, in order that he might got the 
promotion usual upon such occasions ; hut I hope that I shall have another 
and a better occasion to send him home : if I should not, I trust that he 
will not lose his promotion hy my having omitted to send him on the 
present occasion. 

To Capt. Bligb, H.M.S. Alfred. Vimein^ 20th Aug. 1808. J past 11, a.B. 

I am much obliged to you for your letter of yesterday. I have just 
been down at Maoeira, where I hope that you will land the bread, ammu- 
nition, &c., and the saddles. It appears a very good landing place, and 
there is a good road, and it is no great distance from thence here ; but if 
you should think that place inconvenient, I will contrive to communicate 
with any other place at which you may land them. 

I propose to march to-morrow towards Mafra ; I shall be glad if you 
will he off Ericeira to-morrow evening. 1 shall contrive to communicate 
with you either to-morrow or next day, and to fix on the next place of 
rendezvous. I apprehend no accidents j hut I should like to keep the 
transports for a few days, in case of the occurrence of any. They might 
also be useful in turning any position the enemy might take in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Bock of Lisbon. 

P.S. If Gen. Aoland should join you, keep him with you, and desire him 
to let me know it immediately. 

To Lieut. Col. Gordon. Vimeiro, 20th Aug. 1808. 

I avail myself of the delay which has taken place in the departure of the 
ship which will take my dispatches to England, to acquaint you, for the 


G. O. Vimciro. SOtli Aiig. IBOR. 

The army will march at half past 4 o'clock to-morrow morning. Half a pint of wine 
per man, and one day's meat for to-morrow, to bo issued at 4 o’clock this evening to all tlio 
troops, excepting the 7th, or Brig. Gen. Anstruther'e Wgade, which will receive one pint of 
wine per man. 

Hetams of the number of bill books in possession of the several corps to be sent imme- 
diately to the D. Q. M. 6. 

(JDetail of guards ordered^ 

The several regiments of infantry will fortliwilh send in to the Dep. Commissary General 
20 camp kettles esoli, for the purpose of supplying the 7tli brigade, who are unjirovided witli 
them i and the 96th will, for the same object, furnish 8 campkeltles. As soon as the wliole 
are collected, the Dep. Commissary General will issue an equal proportion of them to the 
2d batts. of the 9th, dSd, and 62<1 regts., and the 97th regt., and will allot to each of 
those corps one cart for the conveyance of the kettles. 

No wine being prooutnble, an issue of spirits, will ho roodo to the troops. 

• A Portuguese and 10 British cavalry, with nn infantry piquet to he fur- 

nished by the 8th brigade, consisting of one captain, 2 subalterns, and 100 men, with noii- 
oommimioncd oilicers in proportion, will bo posted, at 7 o’clock this evening, at a large Inmse 
on toe hill in rear of Brig. Geu. C. Craiifurd's brigade, which piquet will patrole the front 
of the lavuie, as far as the sea, during the night. 

Ni^t Peas Order. 

The mmy will halt to-morrow. The men to sleep oocoutred to-night, in readiness to 
turn out, and to be under arms at 3 o'clock in the morning. 
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information of the Commander in Chief, Of the death of that gallant offi- 
cer, Lieut. Col. Stewart, of the 9th regt., in consequence of the severe 
wounds he received in the action of the l^th j and I request that you wiil, 
at the same time, represent to His Royal Highness that the conduct of 
Major Molle, who was also wounded upon this occasion, was such during 
the action as to merit my warmest approbation ; and I therefore beg leave 
to submit his name, to tlie favorable consideration of His Royal Highness 
to succeed to the Lieutenant colonelcy unfortunately vacated by tlie decease 
of Lieut. Col. Stewart. 

Should Major Molle be promoted upon this occasion, I request you will 
be pleased to submit to His Royal Highness, that the succession should 
go in the regiment in favor of Capt. Aylmer, Lieut. Finlay, and Ensign 
Curzon.* 


To Vise. Csstlereogh. Vimeiro, 21st Aug. 1808. 6, s.K. 

Sir H. Burrard will probably acquaint your Lordship with the reasons 
which have induced him to call Sir J. Moore’s corps to the assistance of 
our ai’my, which consists of 20,000 men, including the Portuguese army, 
which was to join this morning, notwithstanding former determinations to 
the contrary, and is opposed by, I am convinced, not more than 12,000 or 
14,000 Frenchmen, and to halt here till Sir John’s corps shall join. You 
will readily believe, however, that this determination is not in conformity 
with my opinion, and I only wish that Sir Harry bad landed and seen 
things with his own eyes before he had made it. Gen. Aeland’s brigade 
landed lost night. 

The French are in and about Torres Vedras. Junot’s corps, which 
arrived last, is the advanced guard, and the others are in the rear, 
nearly on the ground to which Laborde retreated after the battle of the 
I7th. 

♦ Tlie Hon. Wm. Curzon, afte^^ya^ds killed at the battle of Waterloo. 


^ Q Viniefro,2lBt Aug. 1808. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wellesley congratulates the oraiy on the signid victoir they have this 
iluv tibtuineii over the enemy, and returns them bis warmest thanks for llieir resolute Mid 
heroic conduct. He experienced the einoeiest pleasure in witiiOTing toious lustapces of the 
Biilhintry of the corps, and has, in particular, to notice the distuiguisUed brfiaviour of the 
Hoyal artillery, 2UtU light dragoons, the S6th, 40th, 43d, 60th, 62d, 60th, 7l8t, 82d, 

95th, and 97th regts. . . j • 

It will afford the Lieut. General the greatest pleasure to report to the Commander in Chief 
the bravery displayed by all the troops, and the high sense he enteifains of their meritorious 
and excellent conduct throughout the day. . , , . . ■ ...j n,. q.i, 

Tlie brigade under the orders of Brig. Gen. Acland is denominated the 8th brigade. 
The two companies of the 95 th, attached to it, will join those with 6th 
rifle oommiiy of the 60th wiU be transferred immediately from the 6th to the 7th bngade, 
and another from the 6th to tlie 8th brigade. .• t j. * i, 

Rotiiriis of the killed, wounded, and missing, in the action of to-day, to be sent to the 
D. A. G.’s olBce before 8 o’clock this evening. , , . j * n. 

An allowance of spirits, and one day’s meat for to-morrow, to he issued to the troops aa 

soon os possible. _ . „ .n 

General ofllcer for the day, to-morrow. Brig. Gen. Nigtitingall. , . , , . , , , 

A guard, consisting of 1 serjoniit, 1 corpord, and 18 private from the 4th brigade, to be 
sent immediately to Lieut, Gen. Sit H. Burrard’s quarters, in the village of Maceira on 
the river side, iter the sea shore, and the following guards to he relieved at 5 o clock this 
evening, by the Ist brigade. 
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To Lieut, Gen. Sir H. Burtard, Bart* Vimeiro, aUt Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you, that the enemy attacked us in our 
position at Vimeiro this morning. 

The village of Vimeiro stands in a valley, through which runs the river 
Maceira; at the back, and to the westward and northward of this village, 
is a mountain, the western point of which touches the sea, and t!ie eastern 
is separated by a deep ravine from the heights, over which passes the road 
whicii leads from Lourinha, and the northward to Vimeiro. The greater 
part of the infantry, the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 8th brigades, were 
posted on this mountain, witli 8 pieces of artillery. Major Gen, Hill’s 
brigade being on the right, and Major Gen. Ferguson’s on the left, having 
one battalion on the heights separated from the mountain. On the eastern 
and southern side of the town is a mill, which is entirely commanded, 
particularly on its right, by the mountain to the westward of the town, 
and commanding all the ground in the neighbourhood to the southward 
and eastward, on which Brig. Gen. Fane was posted with his riflemen, and 
the 50th regt., and Brig. Gen. Anstruther with his brigade, with half a 
brigade of 6 pounders, and half a brigade of 9 pounders, which had been 
ordered to tlie position in the course of last night. The ground over 
which passes the road from Lourinha commanded the left of this height, 
and it had not been occupied, excepting by a piquet, as the camp had been 
taken up only for one night, and there was no water in the neighbourhood 
of this height. The cavalry and the reserve of artillery wei-e in the valley, 
between the hills on which the infantry stood, botli flanking and support- 
ing Brig. Gen, Fane’s advanced guard. 

The enemy first appeared about 8 o’clock in the morning, in large 
bodies of cavalry on our left, upon the heights on the rood to Lourinha ; 
and it was soon obvious tliat the attack would be made upon our advanced 
guard and the left of our position j and Major Gen. Ferguson’s brigade 
was immediately moved across the ravine to tlie heights on the road to 
Lourinha, with 3 pieces of cannon j he was followed successively by Brig. 
Gen. Nightingall, witli his brigade and 3 pieces of cannon. Brig. Gen. 
Acland, and his brigade, and Brig. Gen. Bowes, with his brigade. These 
troops were formed (Major Gen. Ferguson’s brigade in the first line. 
Brig. Gen. Nightingall’s in the second, and Brig. Gen. Bowes’ and 
Acland’s in columns in the rear) on those heights, with their right upon 


* Lieut Gen. SirH. Burrard to Vise. Costlereagh. Maceira, 21»t Aug. 1808. 

Tile report, which I have the honor to enclose to your Lordship, made at iny 
request by Lieut Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, conveys information which cannot but 
prove highly gratifying to His Majesty. 

On my landing this morning, I found that the enemy’s attack had already 
commenced ; and 1 was forhmate enough to reach the field of action in time to 
witness and approve of every disposition that had been, and was afterwards 
made, by Sir A. Wellesley ; his comprehensive mind furnishing a ready rcsoiirco 
in every emergency, and rendering it quite unnocessiiry to direct any iiltoration. 

1 am happy on fiiis occasion to hear testimony to the groat spirit and good 
conduct displayed by all the troops composing this gullmit army in this well con- 
tested oction, 

I send this dispatoh by Capt. Campbell, aide de camp to Sir A. Wellesley, no 
person being better qualified to give your Lordship information. 
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the valley which leaas into Vimeiro, and flieir left upon the other ravine, 
which separates these heights from the range which teiminates at the 
landing place at Maceira, On the last mentioned heights the Portuguese 
troops, which had been in the bottom near Vimeiro, were posted in the 
first instance, and they were supported by Brig. Gen. C. Craufurd’s bri- 
gade. The troops of the advanced guard, on the heights to the soutliward 
and eastward of the town, were deemed sufficient for its defence, and 
Major Gen. Hill was moved to the centre of the mountain, on which the 
great body of the infantry had been posted, as a support to these troops, 
and as a reserve to the whole army ; in addition to this support, these 
troops had that of the cavalry in the rear of their right. 

The enemy’s attack began in several columns upon the whole of the 
troops on this height ; on the left they advanced, notwithstanding the fire 
of the riflemen, close to the 50th regt., and they were checked and driven 
back only by the bayonets of that corps. The 2d batt. 43d regt. was 
likewise closely engaged with them in the road which leads into Vimeiro ; 
a pai't of that corps having been ordered into tlie churchyard, to prevent 
them from penetrating into the town. On the right of the position they 
were repulsed by the bayonets of the 91th regt., which corps was success- 
fully supported by the 2d hath 52d, which, by an advance in column, 
took the enemy in fiank. 

Besides this opposition given to the attack of the enemy on the advanced 
guard by tlieir own exertions, they were attacked in fiank by Brig. Gen. 
Aoland’s brigade, in its advance to its position on the heights on the left, 
and a cannonade was kept up on the flank of the enemy’s columns by the 
artillery on those heights. At length, after a most desperate contest, the 
enemy was driven back in confusion from this attack, with tlie loss of 1 
pieces of cannon, many prisoners, and a great number of officers and 
soldiers killed and wounded. He was pursued by a detachment of the 
20th light dragoons j but the enemy’s cavalry were so much superior in 
numbers, that this detachment has suffered much, and Lieut. Col. Taylor 
was unfortunately killed. 

Nearly at the same time tlie enemy’s attack commenced upon the 
heights on tlie road to Lourinha : this attack was supported by a large 
body of cavalry, and was made with the usual impetuosity of French 
troops. It was received with steadiness by Major Gen. Ferguson’s brigade, 
consisting of the 36tli, 40th, and 'list regts. ; and these corps charged as 
soon as the enemy approached tliem, who gave way, and they continued 
to advance upon him, supported by the 82d, one of the corps of Brig. 
Gen. Nightingall’s brigade, which, as the ground extended, afterwards 
formed a part of the first line by the 29th regt., and by Brig. Gen. Bowes’ 
and Acland’s brigades j whilst Brig. Gen. C. Craufurd’s brigade and the 
Portuguese troops, in two lines, advanced along the height on the left. 
In the advance of Major Gen. Ferguson’s brigade, 6 pieces of cannon 
Were taken from the enemy, with many prisoners, and vast numbers were 
killed and wounded. 

The enemy afterwards made an attempt to recover part of his artillery, 
by attacking, the list and 82d regts., which were halted in a valley in 
which it had been taken. These regiments retired from the low grounds 
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in the valley to the heights, where they halted, faced about, and fired, and 
advanced upon the enemy, who had by that time arrived in the low ground, 
and they thus obliged him again to retire with great loss. 

In this action, in which the whole of the French force in Portugal was 
employed, under the command of the Due d’Abrantes in person, in 
which the enemy was certainly superior in cavalry and artillery, and in 
which not more than half of the British army was actually engaged, he 
has sustained a signal defeat, and has lost 13 pieces of cannon, 23 ammu- 
nition waggons, with powder, shells, stores of all descriptions, and 20,000 
rounds of musket ammunition. One General ofiScer has been wounded 
(Brenier) and taken prisoner, and a great many officers and soldiers have 
been killed, wounded, and taken. 

The valor and discipline of His Majesty’s troops have been conspicuous 
upon this occasion, as you, who witnessed the greatest part of the action, 
must have observed j but it is a justice to the following corps to draw 
your notice to them in a particular manner : viz., the Eoyal artillery, 
commanded by Lieut. Col. Robe ; the 20tli light dragoons, which has 
been commanded by Lieut. Col. Taylor; the 50th regt., commd. by Col. 
Walker ; the 2d halt. 95th foot, commd. by Major Travers ; the 5th batt. 
60th regt., commd. by Major Davy; the 2d hatt. 43d, commd. by Major 
Hull; the 2d batt. 52d, commd. by Lieut. Col. Ross; tire Olfli regt., 
commd. by Lieut. Col. Lyon ; the 36th regt., commd. by Col. Burne ; 
the 40th, commd. by Lieut. Col. Kcmmia ; the 1 1st, commd. by Lieut. 
Col. Pack ; and the 82d regt., commd. by Major Eyre. In mentioning 
Col. Burne and the 36tli regt. upon tliis occasion, I cannot avoid adding 
that die regular and orderly conduct of this corps throughout the service, 
and their gallantry and discipline in action, have been conspicuous. 

I must take this opportunity of acknowledging my obligations to the 
General and Staff officers of the army. I was much indebted to Major 
Gen. Spencer’s judgment and experience in the decision which I formed 
in respect to the number of troops allotted to each point of defence, and 
for his advice and assistance throughout the action. In the position taken 
up by Major Gen. Ferguson’s brigade, and in its advances upon the 
enemy, that officer showed equal bravery and judgment; and much praise 
is due to Brig. Gen. Fane and Brig. Gen. Anstruther for their gallant 
defence of their position in front of Vimeiro, end to Brig. Gen. Nightin- 
gall, for the manner in which he supported the attack upon the enemy 
made by Major Gen. Ferguson. 

Lieut. Col. G. Tucker, and Lieut. Col. Bathurst, and the officers in 
the departments of the Adj. and Q. M. Gen., and Lieut. Col. Torrens and 
the officers of my personal staff, rendered me the greatest assistance 
throughout the action. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a return of the killed, wounded, 
and missing. 

P.S. Since writing the above I have been informed that a French 
General officer, supposed to be General Thidbault,* the chief of the Staff, 
has been found dead upon tlie field of battle. 


* It was not Genoial Tliiabault. 
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Return of the killed, wounded, and iniBsiiig of the Army under the command of Lieut, 
Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B., on the 21st Aug. 1808. 



Officers. 
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officers, and rank 
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Killed 
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To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Bnnaid, Bart, Vimeiro, 22d Aug. 1808, 

According to the directions which I have received from the Sec. of 
State, I have the honor to enclose instructions which I have received from 
him, and a return of the troops which have been hitherto under my com- 
mand. 

To H,R,H. the Duke of York. Vimeiro, 22d Ang, 1808. 

1 have omitted to address your Royal Highness till I should have some- 
thing to communicate deserving your Royal Highness’ attention ; and I 
hope that the action which the troops fought yesterday will be deemed of 
that description. 

I wrote to Col. Gordon on the 18th, from Lourinha, and gave him a 
detailed account of occurrences here up to that date. On the 19th I 
moved to Vimeiro, in order to be more certain of protecting the disem- 
barkation of Gen. Anstruther’s brigade, which I expected would have 
been made at Maceira. Brig. Gen. Anstruther landed on that evening, 
and in the night of the 19th and 20th, about 8 miles north of Maceira, and 
joined on the morning of the 20th. It was my intention to move, on the 


Morning Pass Order, Vimeiro, 22 d Aug. isos. 

Commanding officers of corps will send without delay to the Dep. Adj. Gen. returns of 
the number of French prisoners in their charge, and particularly the rank and names of the 
officers. 

Letters for England will be received at the D. A. G.’s office in Vimeiro at 11 o'clock 
this forenoon fur uie purpose of being forwarded. 

G. O. . . . . , 

All regimental medical officers will repair forthwith, with all their surgical arbcles, 
to the General Hospital in Vimeiro, where Dr. Shapter will give them orders. 

The 97th regt. is transferred from the 7th to the 8th brigade, and will join the latter im- 
mediately. 

(JDetail of the issue of provisions, gttards, ^c.) 


h-Q.O. 

The army will hold itself in readiness to march to-morrow morning ; the hour and order 
of maidh wiU be notified hereafter. 


^ esd Aug. ISOS. 

The .horses of the country, whether hetonginy to the Portuguese dragoons or to the amy, 
and all mules, ^e., must be provided with forege gf the country by their owners giving 
receipts for the same. [Not in tlie General Orders from whence tins copy was made, 
alfliough mentioned in the Index of them.] 
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morning of the 21st, by the route of Mafra, by which I should have 
turned "ihe left of the enemy’s position at, and in the rear of, Torres 
Vedras; and I intended that Brig. Gen. Acland’s brigade, which appeared 
in the ofidng in the middle of that day, should he landed at Maceira in the 
evening, and join the army on that night. Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard, 
however, arrived off Maceira on the evening of the 20th, and determined 
that the army should halt at Vimeiro till it should be reinforced by 
Sir J. Moore’s corps, which was to be re-embarlced in Mondego bay. 
The disembarkation of Gen. Acland's brigade was effected in the evening, 
and during the night of tite 20th, and they joined the army about 6 in the 
morning of the 21st. 

During the night of the 20th and21stmypatrole8 gave me intelligence 
of movements by the enemy j but as we were so very interior in cavalry, 
my patroles could not go to any distance, and of course their reports were 
very yague, and not founded on very certain grounds. But I thought it 
probable that if I did not attack the enemy, he would attack me •, and I 
prepared for the conflict at daylight in the morning, by posting the 9 
pounders, and strengthening my right, where I expected the attack, from 
the manner in which the enemy had patrolled towards tliat point in tlie 
line during the 19th and 20th. He appeared, however, about 8 o’clock 
on the 2l8t, on the left, and an action commenced, of which a detailed 
account is given in the enclosed copy of a letter which I have written 
upon it to Sit H. Burrard. I likewise enclose a plan of the ground, 
which will more clearly explain the nature of the different movements 
made by the enemy and by our troops. 

I cannot say too much in favor of the troops : tlieir gallantry and tlieir 
discipline were equally conspicuous ; and I must add, that this is the only 
action that I have ever been in, in which everything passed as it was 
directed, and no mistake was made by any of the olScers charged with its 
conduct. I think if Gen. Hill’s brigade and the advanced guard had 
moved upon Torres Vedrae, as soon as it was certain that the enemy’s 
right had been defeated by our left, and our left had pursued their advan- 
tage, the enemy would have been cut off from Torres Vedras, and we 
should have been at Lisbon before him ; if, indeed, any French army had 
remained in Portugal. But Sir H. Burrard, who was at this time upon 
the ground, still thought it advisable not to move from Vimeiro; and the 
enemy made good their retreat to Torres Vedras. 

Sir H. Dalrymple arrived this morning, and has taken the command of 
the army. 

P.S. I have not yet been able to procure a plan of the ground, and I 
therefore transmit this letter without it. 

To Vise. Csstleieagh. Vimoiro, 22il Aug. 1808. 

After I wrote to you yesterday morning, we were attacked by the 
whole of the French army. Sir H. Burrard being still on board the ship, 
and I gained a complete victory. It was impossible for troops to behave 
better than ours did ; we only wanted a few hundred more cavalry to anni- 
hilate the French army. 

I have sent my report upon tliis action to Sir H. Burrard, who will 
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send it home. You will see in it that I have mentioned Col. Bume, of 
the 36th regt., in a very particular manner ; and I assure you that there is 
nothing that will give me so much satisfaction as to learn that something 
has been done for this old and meritorious soldier.* The 36th regt. are an 
example to this army. 

Sir Harry did not land till late in the day, in the midst of the attack, 
and he desired me to continue my own operations ; and as far as I am per- 
sonally concerned in the action, I was amply rewarded for any disappoint- 
ment I might have felt in not having had an opportunity of bringing the 
service to a close, by the satisfaction expressed by the army that the 
second and more important victory had been gained by their old General. 
I have also the pleasure to add, that it has had more effect tlian all the 
arguments I could use to induce the General to move on, and I believe he 
will march to-morrow. Indeed, if be does not, we shall be poisoned here 
by the stench of the dead and wounded j or we shall starve, everything in 
the neighbourhood being already eaten up. 

From the number of dead Frenchmen about the ground, and the num- 
ber of prisoners and wounded, I should think their loss could not be far 
short of 3000 men. The force which attacked us was very respectable, 
and probably not short of 14,000 men, including 1300 dragoons and artil- 
lery, and 300 chasseurs h cheval. 

Sir Hew Dalrymple arrived last night, and will land this morning. 


To the Dviko of Richmond. Camp at Vimeiro, 22nd Ang. 1808. 

Sir H. Burrard came here on the night of the 20tb, but did not land, 
and, as I am the most fortunate of men, Junot attacked us yesterday morn- 
ing witli his whole force, and we completely defeated him. You will 
see the account of the action. The French have lost not less than 3000 
men. 

Since I wrote to you last, I came here to facilitate Anstrutber’s landing 
and junction, which took place on the 20tli, in the morning. In the even- 
ing Acland came up from the Tagus, and I landed him immediately, and 
he joined us before the action yesterday morning ; but Sir Harry did not 
come up till the action was nearly over. 

Although we had, when Acland joined, not less than 11,000 men, and 
between 6000 and 1000 Portuguese incur neighbourhood, Sir Harry did 
not think these sufficient to defeat 12,000 or 14,000 Frenchmen, hut de- 
termined to wait for Moore’s corps, notwithstanding all that I could urge 
upon tlie subject. The action of yesterday has, however, had more effect 
tLnT i all my eloquence, and I believe he will mai’ch on to-morrow. If he 
would have allowed me to move that part of the army yesterday evening, 
which had not been engaged in the morning, the French would not have 
stopped till they reached Lisbon. 


* This olBoot was shorfly afterwards rewarded by the government of Carlisle being con- 
ferred on him. 
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Au Qaartiei' G4nC-ml de I'Anu^o Anglaiac, le 23 Aoftt> IM. 
Suspension d’Atmee arr6t6 entrfl Mons, le Chevoliet Artlmr Wellesley, IjiouteiiiTit\G4- 
neral, et Chevalier de I’ordre du Bain, d'nne pavtj ot Mojw. le Giin^ral do J4ivi- 
sion tCelleimaim, Grand Oflieier de la Lfigion d’Hnnnour, Commandcnr do I'enlrifc de 
lo Couronne de Fcr, Grande Croix de I'ordre du Lion de DaviOrc, de I'lintri' jnu'l i i™" 
deux drarges do pouvoirs dea Qfindraux resjrcotift doe Anides Fiaufuis™ «'( An- 
glaises. 

Art. 1. 11 y aura k dater de ce jour une suspension d’nrnii’s <’ii(ro liw 
avmdes de Sa MajesW Britannique et de Sa Majcstd Impdriali' et Hnjido, 
Napoleon I., it I’efTet de trailer d’uno Convention pour rdvaeiialiun 
Portugal par Parmee Fraur^se. 

Art, 2. Les Gdndraux en Chef dcs deux oi’nnles, et M. lo Coinnmndmit 
en Chef de la flotte Britannique ii I’entrdo du Tugo, jw'cndi'oiil jour jnnir 
se rdunir dans tel point de lac6te qu’ils jugeront eonveniible pour traitor 
et conolure la dite Convention. 

Art. 3. La rivifera de Sizandre formora la lignc do diinmreation dlnblin 
entre les deux ai'mdes. Torres Vedras no sera occtipd iii par I'lnie ni par 
I'aufre. 

Art, 4. M. le Gdneli'al en Chef de I’arnido Anglnise s’oliligora fi oonr- 
prendre les Portugais arnids dans cette suspension d’nnnt's, nt pour mix la 
ligne de demarcation sera dtablie de Lcirin h Tlioinar. 

Art, 5. II est convenu provisoirement quo I’anniV Franfiiiso no ponrra 
dans aucun cas 6tre considdrdo oommo prisonnifiro (In gnorri' ; ipio hnw 
les individua qni la composent seront transportds on Franno avot; arnii's irl 
hagages, et leuM proprietds particulifercs quolcoiicjuoa dont 11 ni' j)i»un*a 
leur 6tro rion distrait. 

Art. 6. Tout partieuHer, soil Porlngnia, soit d’nnn nnlion nlliihi it la 
Franco, soit Fran^ais, no jionrra Ctrcrochondaipimv sa rotiiliiilt' poliliijnc j 
il sera protegd, scs propi'idlds rcapt>oU(n.s, ot il aura la lihi'rld do so rolirer 
du Portugal dans un termo lixd avee; rc* (jni Ini appartiind, 

Art, L La neutraUtd du port de Lislmnni* sera rocornuu! pour la Jlotto 
Busse, o’est (\. dire, quo lorsquo I’anudn ou la llotte Anglaisn soroiit an 
possession de la ville et du port, la dite (lotto 11 uhh(s in* pouvm Alrn ni in- 
qu^We pendant son sdjour, ni avrfltdc qunnd ulle vondra sortir, ni pour- 
suivie lorsqu’elle sera sortie, qu’aprfes les (Idlais lixds par lus hris 
maritiroes. 

Art. 8, Toute I’avtillerie du calibre Pranyais, ainsi (juo li's clievaux dp 
la cavalerie, seront transports en France. 

Art. 9. Cette suspension d’armes ne pourra fitre rumpuo qu’on no se 
soit prdvenu quiu-ante-huit heures d’avanco. 

_ Fsit fit arrfitd entra les Gdndraux d(&ignC'B ci-dessus an hmr ot rnnn((e 
ci'dessus. 

Arthur Weli.eslky. La Gdn. ilc div. KiiLLiniiUANH. 

Article Additionnel. Los garnisons dos places oocupdes par I’m-miio 
¥ran9ajse swont comprises dans la prdsonto Convention, si ellcs n’ont 
point copituU {Lvant le 25 du counmt. 

AiiTHxm 'WBLi.BsiiBy. JjS Ggn, de div, Kbllkhmann. 
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To Capt. P. Malcolm, H.M.S. Donegal. Ramallial, 23d Aitg 1808. 

Torrens wrote to you on the night of the 21st to apprise you of the 
complete victory which we had gained; one of the consequences of 
which has been a suspension of arms between the French and us, prepara- 
tory to the evacuation of the country by them ; the conditions of which I 
signed last night. 

Although I signed these conditions, I beg that you will not believe that 
I entirely approve of the manner in which the instrument is worded. 

You will receive a public letter from me upon this subject tliis day, in 
which I have requested you to bring the whole of your fleet of transports 
to the mouth of the Tagus, with the exception of the horse ships, which 
are to go to England. 

P.S. It would be very convenient to us if you would communicate with 
Capt. Bligh as you pass by. I shall be much obliged to you if you will 
have another cask of my claret broken up and put in chests such as 
the last, and leave one of them with Bligh for me. 

To Capt. Malcolm, H.M.S. Donegal. Romalhal, 23d Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you that an agreement for the suspension 
ofhostilities between the British and French armies, preparatory to the 
arrangement of a Convention for the eimcuation of Portugal by the latter, 
was signed last night by the direction of the Commander in Chief. 

The Commander in Chief has desired me to inform you that he has 
received orders to a«nd to England all the horse transports now in Portu- 
gal, with the exception of those which will have brought out the 18tli 
light dragoons ; and he concludes that you will receive orders from the 
Admiral to send them to England without loss of time. He wishes, how- 
ever, that all the other transports, whether in the Mondego river, at Oporto, 
or off Maceira, should be brought to the mouth of the Tagus without loss 
of time ; and he has desired me to request that you will give directions 
that they may be sent to that station. 

To Charles Stuart, Eaq. ' Ramalhal, 25th Aug. 1808. 

Since- 1 wrote to you last we have been very actively employed in this 
quarter, arid with some success. 

On the I'ith inst. I attacked and defeated Labordc’s corps, consisting 
of about 6000 men, in the neighbourhood of Koliqa, about 6 or 7 miles to 
the south of Obidos. On the following day, the French troops under 
Gen. Junot, Gen. Loison, and Gen. Laborde, joined in the neighbourhood 
of Torres Vedras, to tlie amount of from 12,000 to 14,000 men. I 
marched on the same day towards Lourinha, to protect tlie landing of a 
brigade of infantry under Gen. Anstruther, which brigade joined me on 
the 20th at Vimeiro, near Maceira ; and I was joined by another brigade 
of infantry, under Gen. Acland, early in the morning of the 21st, which 
brigade had landed in the course of that night. The French army at- 
tacked me in my position at Vimeiro, on the 21st, at about 8 in the morn- 
ing ; and it was completely defeated, with the loss of 13 pieces of cannon, 
and a vast number of killed, wounded, and prisoners. Sir H. Burrard, 
who had come into the roads of Maceira on the night of the 20th, landed 
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during the action on the morning of the 21st; and if I had not boon prn- 
voutod, I should Imvo pursued the enemy to Torres Vedrns on tliiil even- 
ing, and, in all prohahility, the whole would have boon destroyed. 

Oh the 22d, in the morning. Sir H. Dalryraplc arrived ; and in the 
evening Gen. Kellermann came in witli n proposition to suspend hostili- 
ties, with a view to make a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal by 
the French. 

In the agreement which Sir How entered into upon this occasion there 
was an article stipulating that the Russians should bo allowed to use the 
port of Lisbon as a neutral port, which was referred to the Admiral, who 
has refused to consent to it ; and the General has this day given notice to 
Junot that the suspension of ai-ms will he at an end on the 28th at noon, 
unless a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal hy the I'k-oncli, by 
sea, should be agreed upon before that day. 

ITiis is the general outline of the state of affairs here. Sir J. Moore’s 
corps is in the roads of Maceira, and I believe is to be landed. Besides 
this, we have 6000 Portuguese troops at Lourinha ; and I believe tliere is 
a detachment of Spanish and Portuguese troops about Santarem and 
Abrantes. 

The retreat of the French is, however, open through Alcntojo towards 
Elvas ; and I have but little doubt that if wo should not get them out of 
Portugal by sea, they will secure themselves in Elvas and Almeida, and 
we shall have die pleasure of attacking those places regularly, or of 
blockading them in the autumn. If wo should ho able to got thorn away 
hy sea, it will be possible to push our troops into Spain nt nn early period. 
I request you to furnish Col. Doyle with such information from this 
letter as may he useful to him. 

The French troops ai'e now assembled at Cahe^a de Montaohlqno, and 
extending towards Mafra. Wo are behind Torres Vedras, which town is 
not occupied by eitlier party. 


Memorandum handed to Sir H. Dalrymple* by Sir A. Wellesley, for Ineiit. Col. Miin-ay, 

charged with the negotiation for a Convention. Uamnllml, 23il Aug. 1808. 

I. It would be very desirable to instruct Col. Murray nt an early hour 

• Lieut. Gen. Dalrymple to Lieut. Col. Murray, Q.M.Q. Riunidlml, aSUi Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter, which you will deliver tu the French Com- 
mander in Chief, and you will apprise liU Excellency, that as Gon. Kcllermmm 
appeared to attach much importance to the article roapecting the lluRsimiB, and as 
It IS exceedingly inconvenient and diaadvaiitogeous to Hie British army to he liable 
to the agreement for an unlimited suspension of hostilities, you will inform his 
excellency) that I shall consider that to wliich I have aen'ced to be at nn end nt 
12 o'clock at noon on the 28th. 

In case his Excellency should manifest a desire to continue the negotiations for 
a ConvenUon on the basis of the remaining articles of the agreement, I nutliorise 
you to enter upon and conclude it, with sucli ofiicer as almll ha appointed by tlie 
Commander in Chief of the French army, upon the terms specifiud in the cnulosod 
raGmoranda, subject to tile ratiilcAtion of the Admiral and inyself; mid in cnao 
you should find this disposition to exist in his Excellency’s mindy and if 3^011 
should enter upon the negotiation under these powers, you arc outhorised to 
apprise the Commander m Chief of the French army, that I shall have no ohioc- 
uon to a renewal of the agreement for the suspension of hostilities for a ilefinito 
period, to enable the officers employed to bring tlie negotiations to their result. 
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tHs day, to urge the A.dmiial to have a comiauuvcatiou with the Russian 
Admiral, in which the latter should he informed, that whatever might he 
tlie result of the negotiations between Sir Hew and the Due d’Ahrantes, 
the Russian fleet should not he molested if they conducted themselves as 
they ought in a neutral port, and took no part in the contest, 

II. If the Admiral should consent to this arrangement in favor of the 
Russians, and the Russians should he satisfied upon this point, the French 
Commander in Chief should he pressed upon the following points in the 
negotiation for the Convention. 

1st. The fort of Peniche to he evacuated in 2 days ; the forts of Elvaa 
and La Lippe in 4 days j the fort of Almeida in 5 days. The French 
army to cross the Tagus, and evacuate Lisbon and all the forts on the 
Tagus in 4 days from the signature of the Convention, and to he pre- 
pared to embark in 7 days, or as soon afterwards as the British Com- 
mander in Chief may appoint. 

The British army, in the mean time, to have the use of the port of 
Lisbon and the navigation of the Tagus. 

2dly. The mode of paying for the hire of the transports to he settled. 

3dly. The ports to he settled to which they are to go. Rochefort or 
Lorient would answer heat, as being the greatest distance from Spain 
and the Austrian frontier. 

4thly. Security to he required for the transports going to the ports 
appointed, and for the return of the transports; as 50 of those sent with 
the array of Egypt were detained in France. 

5thly. Some mode to he devised to make the French Generals disgorge 
the church plate which they have stolen. 

flthly. An exchange of prisoners to he settled. 

7thly. There are no horse transports; and the French must be per- 
mitted to leave Commissaries to sell the horses, or to hire vessels to 
transport them to France ; hut certainly not the cavalry itself. 

Flan for the operations of the Army. 

Ramalhal, 26th Aug. 1808. 

1. The whole army to march to-morrow morning, the 27th, to the 
heights on this side of Torres Vedras. This must depend upon the result 
of Lieut. Col. Murray’s mission. If Junot should declare himself ready 
to negotiate, the General would probably not be disposed to show his 
army so near the line of demarkation ; if not, the more ready to appear 
to move the better. 

2. On the 28th, the brigades, as follow, to march by their left to 
Sohral, viz. 

Major Gens. Hill, Ferguson. 

Brig. Gens. Nightingall, C. Craufiird, Fane, Bon'es. 

The 20th light dragoons ; the Portuguese cavalry; tlie Portuguese infantry under Col. 
Trant ; one brigade of 0 poiudors ; 2 brigades of 6 pounders ; spare ammunition. See., 
being in Col. Robe's park. 

3. The infantry of Lieut. Gen. Moore’s corps, to the amount of 5000 
or 6000 men, to he landed as soon as possible, and to he assembled in tins 
camp. Three brigades of artillery and their horses, and the cavalry 

H 2 
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likewise, to be landed and assembled in the same place. It is supposed 
tliat this debarkation may be completed by the 28lh in the evening. 

4. On the 29th, in the morning, the troops which remain in this camp 
to march upon Enxara dos Cavalleiros, on the road to Cabeija de Monta- 
chique. The Portuguese army at Lourinha on the same day to St. Pedro 
de Codiera, on the road to Malra, and the corps at Sobral to St. Antonio 
do Tojal. If it should be found tliat the French troops still remain in the 
position at Cabe^a do Montachicpie, these troops will move on the follow- 
ing day, the 30th, by Loures, to attack the enemy at Cabe(;a de Monta- 
chique in the rear, while they will be attacked in front by the troops from 
Enxara dos Cavalleiros j and the Portuguese troops will on that day, the 
30th, move to Mafra. These corps will communicate ns follows; on the 
28th by Runa to Ramalhal; on the 29th by Runa and Torres Vedras to 
Enxara dos Cavalleiros ; on the 30th by the same route, unless the enemy 
should retire. If tlie enemy should retire, tlien by Cabe^-a de Monta- 
chique and Loures. 

5. The remainder of the infantry of Sir .1. Moore’s corps to be landed 
as soon as possible after the first disembarkation of infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery. This corps of infantry to be assembled as a reserve in the comp 
at Vimeiro, and to march on the 30th by the road towards Mafra and Cintra, 
keeping up its communication with the sea, and receiving its supplies of 
provisions from the shipping. 

6. All the ships now in the roads at Maceira to bo moved to tbc mouth 
of tlie Tagus, with the exception of a victualler, an ordnance store ship, 
a hay and oat ship, and a mediciiie ship, to remain with Capt. Bligh, who 
will communicate daily with the corps to be assembled in thu camp at 
Vimeiro, and to be marched by the route of Mafra. 

1. The other corps to be victualled as follows : The troops now in 
camp to receive 3 days’ bread for tlie 29lh, 30th, and 3 let, on the 28th in 
the morning at daylight. The corps to march to Sobral, to be attended 
by tlieir brigade Commissariat mules, carrying 3 days’ bread, and 3 days’ 
meat to be driven with them. The horses of tlie cavalry and artillery, on 
the 28fli in tlie morning, to receive 3 days’ grain for the 29th, 30th, and 
31st. 

8. Three days’ bread to be sent with this corps in waggons for the 
Portuguese infantry and cavalry. 

9. The waggons in the Commissariat depdt carrying above 100,000 lbs. 
of bread and meat, spirits, &c., to attend the movement of the corps, to 
march on the 29th from camp to Enxai-a dos Cavalleiros. Calculating the 
consumption of these troops at 15,000 rations daily, they will have bread 
to last till the 4th Sept. 

10. In order to make this arrangement complete, it will be necessary 
to get up 560 bags of bread this day, the 26th, which it is supposed wore 
landed yesterday ; to lay the whole of the bread down in this camp to- 
morrow morning, the 21th ; to laud 960 bags more on the 21th at Maceira ; 
and to send the empty carts on tlie 21tli to Maceira, so that they may be 
full on die 28th, and ready to move on the 29th. The corps which will 
land and come on to the camp at Torres Vedras on the 21th should have 
5 days’ bread with them, to the 31st inclusive. 
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To Lord Mulgrave, First Lord of the Admiralty. Ramalhal, 26th Aug. ISOS. 

As my command is at an end, I hope I may be permitted to trouble 
you with a few lines on the co-operation which I have received from the 
navy. I have long been in the habits of friendship and intimacy with 
Capt, Malcolm, of the Donegal; but it is impossible for me to describe 
the zeal, the ardor, and the kindness with which he entered into all my 
views ; and the whole army will bear testimony to the exertions which he 
and all the officers of the navy acting under him made to provide for their 
convenience on the passage, to land them with celerity, and to provide fur 
all their necessities and comforts when they were on shore. His views in 
all these respects were fully carried into execution by Capt. Adam, of the 
Resistance, and Capt. Cadogan, of the Crocodile; and, after our arrival on 
the coast of Portugal, by Capt. Bligh, of the Alfred, from whom we re- 
ceived some most essential assistance. There were other Captains of the 
navy with whom we have had at different times occasion to communicate, 
and I must say that the same desire to render us every assistance in their 
power has animated them all ; which I attribute in a great degree to the 
disposition which, throughout the service, has been manifested by Capt. 
Malcolm, who was principally charged with its conduct. 

I also beg leave to recommend to your Lordship’s favor and protection 
Lieut. Fleetwood, the agent of transports, who superintended the fleet in 
which the army under my command was embarked. He is the most 
active, intelligent, and zealous of all the officers that I have seen in that 
line of the naval profession, and he really deserves promotion. If his ser- 
vices should be continued in the transport lino of the profession, benefit 
will be derived from his promotion, as his sphere will be enlarged, and 
the armies to which he may be attached in future will not suffer the in- 
convenience which that under my command did, of having him super- 
seded by an officer without any of his qualifications, in the midst of the 
service. I have to add that Capt. Malcolm is equally satisfied with Lieut. 
Fleetwood. 

To the CommiBsionen of tbs Tranapott board. Ramalhal, 26th Aug, 1808. 

As Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple has taken the command of the army, 
which was lately under my orders, I take this opportunity of drawing your 
attention to the conduct of Lieut. Fleetwood, the agent of transports at- 
tached to tliat army. I cannot say too much in praise of bis zeal, intelli- 
gence, and activity ; and I liave great pleasure in adding, that his conduct 
has given equal satisfaction to Capt. Malcolm, of the Donegal, to whom 
the conduct of the naval part of the service was intrusted. I therefore 
hope that you will apply to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
promote Lieut. Fleetwood, and otherwise reward him as you may flunk 
proper. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Ramalhal, 26th Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a schedule of recommendations for 
promotion, in consequence of the casualties which took place in the action 
of the 2lBtinst., together with some memorials in support of these officers’ 
claims, and also a memorial from Brevet Lieut. Col. Davies, of the 36th 
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rogt. ; all of which I request you will ho pleased to forward to the Com- 
mander in Chief, for his Royal Highness’ favorahlo consideration. 

You will he pleased to ohservo, that I have recommended the succession 
in the 20th light dragoons, according to the seniority of the officers, as 
they stand in tlie detachment at present serving with this array; and al- 
though it may interfere in some insttmeos with the regimental priority of 
rank, I have considered the recommendation in favor of the officers named 
in die schedule ns a justice due to die gallantry which that corps displayed 
in the action of the 21st inst., particularly in the case of Major Blake, 
who is a most deserving officer. 

To the Duko of Richmond. Hamiilhiil, 37l1i Aug. 1808. 

I wrote to you after the battle of die 21et. On the 22d, in the morn- 
ing, Sir H. Daliymple arrived; and on that evening Gen. Kollormann 
came in to ask for a suspension of hostilities, to give time for the nego- 
tiation of a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal by the French by 
sea. Sir Hew consented to this, and desired me to sign it, notwithstand- 
ing diat I neither negotiated nor approved of it. 

This agreement contained many improper stipulations ; among others, 
it gave the French 48 hours’ notice of an intention to put an end to it. It 
likewise contained a stipulation in respect to the Russians which ought never 
to have been admitted; and it was in other respects objectionable on ac- 
count of its French verbiage. I have not got a copy of it. The objections to 
it have, however, since been considerably removed, by the refusal of the 
Admiral to consent to die stipulation respecting the Russians, and by the 
determination of the suspension of hostilities to-morrow at 12 o’clock, 
unless Murray, who is negotiating the Convention, should bo of opinion 
that an additional period of 24 hours is necessary to enable him to perform 
his work. I am ready to march m die evening, and Sir J. Moore next 
day ; and, whether there is a Convention or not, I hope to bo in Lisbon 
by the beginning of September. 

I approve of allowing the French to evacuate the country, for I am 
convinced that, if we did not, we should be obliged to attack Elvas, Fort la 
Lippe, Almeida, and Peniche, regularly, or blockade them, and thus die 
autumn would pass away ; and it is better to have 10,000 or 12,000 addi- 
tional Frenchmen on the northern frontier of Spain, and the English 
army in Spain, than the Frenchmen in Portugal, and die English block- 
ading them in strong places. This necessity would have been avoided, 
if Sir H. Burrord would or could have carried on with Sir J. Moore’s 
corps the operations upon Santarem, which I recommended to him, by 
which the French would certainly have been out off from Elvas and 
Almeida. 

The French got a terrible beating on the 2lHt. They did not lose less, 
I believe, than 4000 men ; and they would have been entirely destroyed, 
if Sir H. Burrard had not prevented me from pursuing diem. Indeed, 
since die arrival of the great generals, we appear to have been palsied, and 
every thing has gone on wrong. 

I am getting plans done for you of both the battles of the llth and2lBt, 
and 1 will write to you if any diing further should occur. I am not very 
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well pleased, between ourselves, with the way in which things in tliis 
country are likely to go on, and I shall not be sorry to go home, if I can 
do so with propriety ; in which case I shall soon see you. But I don’t 
like to desire to go, lest it should be imputed to me that I am unwilling 
to serve where I don’t command. 

P.S. I have heard nothing of Ireland since I left it. Pray, remember 
me most kindly to the Duchess, and Louisa, &c., and Lady Edward. 
Lord FitzRoy has been very useful to me ; and I have this day lent him 
to Sir H, Dalrymple, to go to the French head quarters. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Torres Vedras, 29th Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a letter from Brig. Gen. Anstruther, 
covering a representation from Major Hull, of the 43d regt., respecting 
the inadequacy of the present establishment of subalterns and non-com- 
missioned officers to carrying on tlie duties of the 2d battalion of that corps 
in the field j and also a statement of the services of Major Hull,* whom I 
am induced to recommend for the lieutenant colonelcy, for the reasons 
stated in Brig. Gen. Anstruther’s letter, should His Majesty be pleased to 
appoint an additional Lieut. Colonel to the 43d regt. 

I request that you will ba pleased to forward these papers to the Com- 
mander in Chief, for Ids Royal Highness’ favorable consideration. 


To Capt. P. Malcolm, H.M.S. Donegal. Torres Vedras, 29th Aug. 160 8, J past 5, p. m. 

Capt. Dalrymple arrived this morning with the Convention, signed by 
Gen. Kellermann and Col. Murray j but it was so objectionable in many 
parts, that a meeting of the General officers was called to deliberate upon 
and settle the alterations to be made in it, which meeting I attended. 
The result of the meeting was a proposal to make certain alterations, 
which I acknowledge I do not think sufficient, although the treaty will 
answer in its amended form. In the mean time the army remains on its 
present ground, very much against my opinion. 

I am afraid that I am so much connected with the credit of this army, 
that I cannot remain with it without falling as it will full. If I could bo 
of any use to men who have served me so well, I would stay with them 
for ever ; but as matters are situated, I am sure that I can be of no use to 
them ; I am convinced they cannot render any service, and I have deter- 
mined to go home immediately. 

At the same time I must say that I approve of allowing the French to 
evacuate Portugal, because I see clearly that we cannot get them out of 
Portugal otherwise, under existing circumstances, without such an 
arrangement; and we should be employed in the blockade or siege of the 
places which they would occupy during the season in which we ought 
and might be advantageously employed against tbe French in Spain. 
But the Convention, by which they should be allowed to evacuate Portu- 
gal, ought to be settled in the most honorable manner to the army by 
which they have been beaten ; and we ought not to be kept for 10 days 

* Aftenrarda killed in command of the 1st bait. 43d regt., at Gen. R. CiuufuTd’s affair 
on (be Cu.^, the 21th July, ISIO. 
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on our field of battle before the enettiy (who sued on the day after the 
action) is brought to terms. I am quite annoyed on this subject. 

Definitive Coiivontioii fot the evaeimtion of Portugal by the Fronoli Amiy. 

The Generals commanding in chief of the British and French armies in 
Portugal, having deterininod to negotiate and conclude a treaty for the 
evacuation of Portugal hy tlio French troops, on the basis of the agroo- 
ment entered into on the 22d inst., for a suspension of hostilities, have 
appointed the undermentioned oflScers to negotiate the same in their 
names : viz., on the part of the General ' in Chief of the British army, 
Lieut. Col. Murray, Q. M, G. ; and on the part of the French army, 
M. Kellermonn, General of Division, to, whom they have given authority 
to negotiate and conclude a Convention to that effect, subject to their 
ratification respectively, and to that of the Admiral commanding tlie Bri* 
tish fleet at the entrance of the Tagus. Those 2 officers, after exchanging 
their full powers, have agreed upon the articles which follow : 

Art. 1. All the places and forts in the kingdom of Portugal, occupied hy 
the French troops, shall be delivered up to tlie British army, in the state 
in which they are at the period of the signature of the present Convention. 

Art. 2. The French troops shall evacuate Portugal, witli their arms and 
baggage : they shall not he considered as prisoners of war ; and, on their 
arrival in France, they shall be at liberty to serve. 

Art. 3. The English government slmll furnish tho means of conveyance 
for the French army, which shall he disembarked in any of the ports of 
France between Eoohefort and Lorient inclusively. 

Art. 4. The French army shall carry with it all its artillery of E'ronoh 
calibre, with the horses belonging to it, and the tumbrils suiiplied with 
60 rounds per gun. All other artillery, arms, and ammunition, as also 
the military and naval arsenal, shall be given up to the British army and 
navy, in tlie state in which they may be at the period of tlie ratification 
of the Convenlion. 

Art. 5. The French army shall carry with it all its equipments, and all 
that is comprehended under the name of property of the army, that is to 
say, its military chest, and the carriages attached to the field Commissariat 
and field hospital •, or shall he allowed to dispose of such part of the same 
on its account, as the Commander in Chief may judge it unnecessary to 
embark. In like manner all individuals of the army shall be at liberty to 
dispose of all their private property of every description, with full security 
herealter for the purchasers. 

Art. 6. The cavalry are to embark their horses, os also the Generals 
and other officers of all ranks : it is, however, fully understood, that tlie 
means of conveyance for horses, at the disposal of the British Commander 
in Chief, are very limited. Some additional conveyance may be procured 
in the port of Lisbon. The number of horses to be embarked by the 
troops shall not exceed 600, and tlie number embarked by tho Staff shall 
not exceed 200. At all events, every facility will be given to the French 
army to dispose of the horses belonging to it which cannot bo embaikcd. 

Art. 1. In order to facilitate the embarkation, it shall take place in 3 
divisions, tho last of which will be principally composed of the garrisons 
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of the places, of the cavalry, the artillery, tlio sick, and the equipment of 
the army. The first division shall embark within i days from the date of 
the ratification, or sooner if possible. 

Art. 8. The garrison of Elvas and its forts, and of Peniche and Pal- 
mella, will be embarked at Lisbon ; that of Almeida at Oporto, or the 
nearest harbour. They will be accompanied on their march by British 
Commissaries charged with providing for their subsistence and accommo- 
dation. 

Art. 9. All the sick and wounded who cannot be embai’ked with the 
troops are intrusted to the British army : they are to be taken care of 
whilst they remain in this country at the expense of the British govern- 
ment, under the condition of the same being reimbursed by France, when 
the final evacuation is effected. The English government will provide 
for their return to France, which shall take place by detachments of about 
l-ijO or 200 men at a time. A sufficient number of French medical 
officers shall be left behind to attend them. 

Art. 10. As soon as the vessels employed to carry the army to France 
shall have disembarked it in the harbours specified, or in any other of the 
ports of France, to which stress of weather may force them, every facility 
shall be given them to return to England without delay, and security 
against capture, until their arrival in a friendly port. 

Art. 11. The French army shall be concentrated in Lisbon, and within 
a distance of about 2 leagues from it. The English army will approach 
within 3 leagues of the capital, and will be so placed as to leave about one 
league between the 2 armies. 

Art. 12. The forts of St. Julian, the Bugio, and Cascaes, shall be occu- 
pied by the British froops on the ratification of the Convention. Lisbon 
and its citadel, together with the forts and batteries as far as the Lazaretto 
or Traffaria, on one side, and Fort St. Joseph on the other, inclusively, 
shall be given up on the embarkation of the second division, as shall also 
the harbour, and all the armed vessels in it of every description, with their 
rigging, sails, stores, and ammunition. The fortresses of Elvas, Almeida, 
Peniche, and Palmella, shall be given up as soon as the British troops can 
arrive to occupy them : in the mean time, the General in Chief of the 
British army will give notice of the present Convention to the garrisons 
of those places, as also to the troops before them, in order to put a stop 
to all further hostilities. 

Art 13. Commissaries shall be named on both sides to regulate and 
accelerate the execution of the surangements agreed upon. 

Art. 14. Should there arise any doubt as to the meaning of any article, 
it shall be explained favorably to the French army. 

Art. 15. From the date of the ratification of the present Convention all 
arrears of contributions, requisitions, or claims, whatever, of the French 
government against the subjects of Portugal, or any other individuals 
residing in this country, founded on die occupation of Portugal by the 
French troops in the month of Dec. 1807, which may not have been paid 
up, are cancelled ,• and all sequestrations laid upon their property, move- 
able or immoveable, are removed, and the free disposal of the same is 
restored to the proper owners. 
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Art, 16. All subjects of Frar»ce, or of powers in friendship or alliance 
with Prance, domiciliated in Portugal, or accidentally in this country, 
shall he protected. Their property of every kind, moveable and immove- 
able, shall be respected ; and they shall be at liberty either to accompany 
tl)e Prench army or to remain in Portugal ; in either case their property 
is guaranteed to tliem, with the liberty of retaining or of disposing of it, 
and passing tlie sale thereof into France, or any other country where they 
may fix tlieir residence : tlie space of one year being allowed them for that 
purpose. It is fully understood lliat shipping is excepted from this 
arrangement; only, however, in so far os regards leaving the port; and 
that none of the stipulations above mentioned can be made the pretext of 
any commercial speculation. 

Art. 11. No native of Portugal shall be rendered accountable for his 
political conduct during the period of the occupation of Uus country by 
the French army, and all those who have continued in tlie exercise of 
tlieir employments, or who have accepted situations under the French 
government, are placed under the protection of the British Commanders : 
they shall sustain no injury in tlieir persons or property, it not liaving 
been at their option to be obedient or not to the French government. 
They are also at liberty to avail themselves of the stipulations of the 
IGtli article. 

Art. 18. The Spanish troops detained on board of ship in the port of 
Lisbon shall be given up to die General in Chief of the British army, who 
engages to obtain of the Spaniards to restore such French subjects, either 
military or civil, as may have been detained in Spain, without being 
taken in battle, or in consequence of military operations, but on occasion 
of die occurrences of the 29th of lost May and the days immediately 
following. ^ 

Art. 19. There shall be an immediate exchange established for all 
ranks of prisoners made in Portugal since the commencement of the pre- 
sent hostilities. 

Art. 20. Hostages of the rank of field ofiScers shall be mutually fur- 
nished on the part of the British array and navy, and on that of the French 
army, for the reciprocal guarantee of the present Convention. The officer 
of the British army shall be restored on the completion of those articles 
which concern the army, and the officer of the navy on the disembarkation 
of the French troops in their own country. The like is to take place on 
the part of the French army. 

Art. 21. It shall he allowed to the General in Chief of the French 
army to send an officer to France with intelligence of the present Con- 
vention. A vessel will be furnished by the British Admiral to caa’ry him 
to Bordeaux or Rochefort. 

Art. 22. The British Admiral will he invited to accommodate his Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief and the other principal officers on 
hoard of ships of war. 

Done and concluded at Lisbon, this thirtieth day of August, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eight. 

Geouce Muruay, Q. M. G. 

KeUiEumann, Gdntiral de division. 
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Additional Articles to the CouTention of it>e 30th Ang. 1808. 

Art. 1. The individuals in the civil employments of the Bxmy, made 
prisoners, either by the British troops or by the Portuguese, in any part 
of Portugal, will be restored, as is customary, without exchange. 

Art. 2, The French army shall be subsisted from its own magazines up 
to the day of embarkation, the garrisons up to the day of the evacuations of 
the ibrtresses. The remainder of the magazines shall be delivered over 
in the usual form to the British government, which charges itself with the 
subsistence of the men and horses of the army, from the above mentioned 
periods until their arrival in France, under the conditions of their being re- 
imbursed by the French government for the excess of the expense, beyond 
the estimation to be made by both parties, of the value of the magazines 
delivered. The provisions on hoard the ships of war, in possession of the 
French army, will be taken on account by the British government, in like 
manner with the magazines of the fortresses. 

Art. 3. The General commanding the British troops will take the ne- 
cessary measures for re-establishing the free circulation of the means of 
subsistence between the coimtry and the capital. 

Done and concluded, &c. &c,, aud signed as before. 

To Viic. Castlereagh. Camp, N. of Totres Vcrdios, SOth Aug. 1808. 

A Convention, signed by Gen. Kellermann and Col. Murray, for the 
evacuation of Portugal by the French troops, was brought here yesterday 
morning ; but it was not ratified by the General, in consequence of his 
finding some fault with it. It was altered, but not as I thought as it 
ought to have been, and was returned to Junot yesterday afternoon. In 
the mean time, the army has halted in its position ; with the only diffe- 
rence, that we have a corps in Torres Vedras, instead of 3 miles from 
that town. In short, in 10 days after the action of the 21st, we are not 
farther advanced; or, indeed, as I believe, so far advanced as we should 
and ought to have been on the night of the 2l8t. 

I assure you, my dear Lord, matters are not prospering here ; and I 
feel an earnest desire to quit the army. I have been too successful with 
this army ever to serve with it in a subordinate situation, with satisfaction 
to the person who shall command it, and of course not to myself. How- 
ever, I shall do whatever the government may wish. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sit H, Oabymple. Sobral de Honte Agraso, let Sept. 1808. 

As it is probable that you will take an early opportunity of communi- 
cating with England, I think it proper at this time to submit to you the 
enclosed state of the horses attached to the artillery, with the corps which 
has hitherto been under my command. As it was not deemed expedient 
that I should take with me horses belonging to the artillery, horses be- 
longing to the Irish Commissariat were embarked for the purpose of 
drawing the artillery, which horses were of a very inferior description, 
being either cast horses from the dragoons, or horses purchased in Ire- 
land at a very low price, viz., £12 or £13 each; and they were never 
intended to be applied to tliis purpose. They have, however, performed 
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the service hitherto, but with tlie aids and losses stated in the enclosed 
papers ; and you will observe that there are at this moment 16 of tliem 
with incurable diseases. 

As these horses were never intended to pei'form the service of the artil- 
lery, and as I have every reason to believe that mules will not answer to 
draw our ordnance carriages, and that the country does not afford horses 
of a proper description, I cannot avoid recommending to you to call the 
attention of His Majesty’s government to this subject at an early period ; 
and to require an immediate supply of 300 artillery horses to draw the 
brigades of ordnance which have been hitherto attached to this corps, if 
you should have reason to expect that you shall require any further active 
service from those guns. 

I had already apprised the Sec. of State of the inadequacy of these 
horses to the service required of tliem. 

Wliile writing upon tliis subject, it is proper to remind you, that tlicre 
is another brigade of 6 pounders belonging to the corps hitherto called 
mine, three pieces of which are in the ships, and three were left at Leiria, 
as the horses were unable to draw tlicm on. 

To C. Stuart, Esq. Sobral, Ist Sept. 1808. 

In the last letter which I wrote to you I believe I informed you of our 
actiuns on the 17th and 21st Aug, j and that the Commander in Chief had 
agreed to a suspension of hostilities with the French, with a view to the 
settlement of a Convention for their entire evacuation of Portugal. 

Since I wrote that letter I have received yours (I tliink) of tlie 19th 
Aug., which I have given to Sir H. Dalrymple, and he will of course 
write to you. I trouble you now only because Sir R. Wilson’s departure 
for Oporto affords a favorable opportunity of sending a letter, and I 
consider it desirable that you should be apprised of tlie state of affairs 
here. 

The agreement for tlie suspension of hostilities, concluded on the night 
of the 22nd Aug., ended in a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal 
by the French, signed on tlie 30tli of that monUi. As far os I have learnt, 
the Convention contains nothing material, excepting tliat the French are 
to be taken to a port in France ; that they are to embark within 7 days ; 
tliat till they are embarked they are to remain in possession of Lisbon 
and a circuit of 2 leagues ; and we are to have Fort St. Julian, Coscaes, 
and all the forts on the coast and in the interior, upon the ratiiication of 
the Convention. They are to give up the Spanish prisoners on the Ge- 
neral engaging to use his good offices that Frenchmen taken in Spain, not 
having engaged in hostilities, should likewise be released. There is 
nothing else in the Convention that I have heard of that is of any import- 
ance. The Russians, Danes, &c., are left at our mercy. 

As far as I have any knowledge of them, I have many objections both 
to the agreement for suspending hostilities and to the Convention for the 
evacuation of Portugal by the French. I approve, however, of the prin- 
cipal point in the latter,, viz., to allow them to evacuate ; and it is useless 
to trouble you with my objections to the mode in which tliat point has 
been brought about. 
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My reasons for thinking that we have done right in allowing them to 
evacuate are as follow : 

1st. Sir H. Burrard and Sir H. Dalrymple having determined that they 
would bring Sir J. Moore’s corps down to Lisbon, instead of placing it 
in a situation in which it would have the means of cutting off the enemy’s 
retreat across the Tagus, he would have been enabled to secure himself 
in Elvas and Almeida, and the campaign would have been spent in the 
siege or blockade of those places. Admitting that the army which will 
evacuate Lisbon will be immediately carried to the frontiers of Spain, 1 
conceive it better to have that army in that situation, and our army acting 
in Spain, in co-operation with the Spanish troops, than to have the French 
troops occupying strong places in Portugal, and our aimy occupied in 
the siege or blockade of them. 

2dly. Ihe Commander in Chief and those who surround him ap- 
peared very unwilling to advance towards Lisbon, even after our victory 
of the 2lBt Aug., without the assistance of Sir J. Moore’s corps; and as 
the period of his arrival at Maceira, the place of disembarkation, was 
very uncertain, and delays at this season of the year were very dangerous, 
and we had already had on the 22d Aug. some very bad weather, of 
which a continuance was certainly to be expected early in this month, 
when the fleet of transports, with which a communication was also lately 
necessary to us, must have quitted the coast, I considered our only chance 
of reaching Lisbon at all to be by negotiation. 

If we had not negotiated we could not have advanced before the 30th, 
as Sir J. Moore’s corps was not ready till that day. The French would 
at that time have fortified their positions near Lisbon, which it is probable 
we should not have been in a situation to attack till the end of the first 
week in this month. Then, taking the chances of the bad weather 
depriving us of the communication with the fleet of transports and 
victuallers, and delaying and rendering more difificult and precarious our 
land operations, which after all would not have been effectual to cut off 
the retreat of the French across the Tagus into Alentejo, I was clearly 
of opinion that the best thing to do was to consent to a Convention and 
allow them to evacuate Portugal. 

The detail of this Convention, and of the agreement for suspending 
hostilities, is a question of another kind, upon which it is useless that I 
should trouble you ; and I write what I have above written only that you 
may be aware of the general grounds on which I acquiesced in the Con- 
vention, as far as its principal point goes, some of which, I believe, in- 
duced the General himself to consent to it. 

I do not know what Sir H. Dalrymple proposes to do, or is instructed 
to do ; but if I were in his situation I would have 20,000 men at Madrid 
in less than a month from this time. I propose recommending to him to 
arm and accoutre the Spanish troops, and to send them into Spain. 

We, that is, my corps, are only 24 miles from Lisbon, and I believe 
the army about the same distance, on the side of Mafra. 

To lUc Duke of Richmond. SobiaJ, 1st Sept. 1808. 

A Convention was signed on the day before yesterday, for the evacuation 
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of Portugal by the French, and they will he off in tho course of 1 days. I 
have not seen the Convention, and I know it contains some matter of 
wliich I disapprove, as much as I did of the agreement for the suspension 
of hostilities, but it is useless to trouble you with my objections to it. I 
told you in my lost letter that I thought it right to agree to the main 
point in the Convention, viz. the evacuation ; and it is not of much im- 
portance in what manner that is carried into execution. 

The armies are now situated as follows : my corps is on tho loft, about 
24 miles from Lisbon, and I shall march to-morrow to Buccllos and Tojal, 
where I shall be about 12 miles from thence ; and the army, consisting 
of Moore’s corps, and Anstruther’s and Acland’s brigades, are this day at 
Mafra, and will be to-morrow at Cintra. They will occupy St. J ulian 
and Cascaes, and we shall remain in these situations until tho French shall 
evacuate. We got all the forts in the interior and on the coast imme- 
diately upon the ratification of the Convention. 

I shall wait till I see the French fairly off, by which time I hope that I 
shall hear from ministers whether they wish me to returrf to my office. If 
tliey do, I shall be with you immediately ; and I assure you that, consider- 
ing tlie way in which things are likely to be carried on here, I shall not 
be sorry to go away. 

Beraember me most kindly to the Duchess and the children. 

P.S. Lord FitzRoy is come back from Lisbon, and gives a line account 
of Junot, who was very civil to him. 

To the Gmeial Officen. Zambujal, 12 miles N. of Lisbon, 3d Sept. ISOS. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of tins day, and I assure 
you tliat it is a source of great gratification to me to find that my conduct 
in the command, with which I was lately intrusted by His Majesty, has 
given you satisfaction. 

As my efforts were directed to forward the service on which we were 
employed, I could not fail to receive your support and assistance j and to 
the cordial support and friendly advice and assistance which 1 invariably 
received from you collectively and individually, I attribute the success 
of our endeavors to bring the army into the state in which it was formed 
to meet the enemy on the days on which the gallantry of the officers and 
soldiers was stimulated by your example, and their discipline aided and 
directed by your experience and ability. 

Under these circumstances my task has been comparatively light, and 
I imagine that its difficulty has been overrated by your partiality ; but I 
have a pride in the reflection that as I should not deserve, so I should not 
possess, your regard, if I had not done my duty ; and with these senti- 
ments, and those of respect and affection for you all, I accept of that 
testimony of your esteem and confidence which you have been pleased to 
present to me. 


The_ General officers who landed with the troops at tho Mondegn to I.ieut. Gnn.- tho Hon. 
Sir A. ■WcHesley, IC.B. Camp at St. Antonio do Tojnl, 3(1 S(!pt. 1808. 

Anxi(]UB to manifest tho high esteem mid respect wo hour towards yon, and tlie 
satisfaction we must ever feel in having had tho good fortune to serve under your 
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command, we have this day directed a piece of plate, value 1000 guineas,* to be 
prepared and presented to you. 

The enclosed inscription, wliich we have ordered to be engraved on it, espresaes 
our feelings on this occasion. 

B. SrEucER, Major Gen. B. F. Bowes, Brig. Gen. 

E. Hill, Major Gen. H. Fane, Brig. Gen. 

R. Ferguson, Major Gen. J, Gatlin Craufuru, Brig. Gen. 

M. Niohtingall, Brig, Gen. 

‘ Inscription. 

‘ From the General officers serving in the British army, originally landed at Figueira, 
in Portugal, iu the year 1808, to Lieut. Gen. the Rt. Hon, Sir A. Wellesley, K,B., &c., 
their Commander. 

‘ Major Gen. Spencer, second in command. Major Gena. Hill and Ferguson, Brig. Gens. 
Nightiiigall, Bowe^ Fane, and Craufurd, oiler this giit to their leader, in testimony of the 
high respect and esteem they feel for him os a man, and the unbounded confidence they 
place in him as an officer.’ 

Vise. Castlereagh to Lieut Gen, the Hon. Sit A. Wellesley, K.B. 

Dawning Street^ 4th Sept. 1808. 

I received hy your aide de camp, Capt. Campbell, your dispatches of tlie ICth 
and ITth Aug., the first containing the account of the affair at Alcoba;a, which 
obliged the enemy to retire his advanced posts; the other of the 17th, containing 
the acconnt of your attack, with the troops under your command, on the advanced 
corps of the enemy, in their formidable position near Obldos, and of their entire 
defeat. 

These dispatches having been laid before His Mmesty, I am to convey to you 
His Majesty's entire satisfaction in the able, spirited, and decisive conduct you 
have displayed, by wliicb so much credit has been reflected upon His Majesty's 
I nis, and the progress of the army towards the complete reduction of the enemy 
was so greatly facilitated. 

His Majesty has also signified his royal pleasure, that his most gracious appro- 
bation should be signified by you to Major Gen. Spencer, and to the Generals and 
other officers under your command, for the skill, valor, and perseverance tliey 
exhibited, and to the troops in general, for the coiu-age, coolness, and determina- 
tion which appear to have marked their conduct. 

Vise. Castlereagh to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard, Bart. Dawning Street; 4th Sept. 1808. 

I received by Capt. Campbell, aide de camp to Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, 
your dispatch of the 2l8t ult., enclosing the report to you from that General, of 
uie signal victory obtained by His Majesty’s forces under his orders, when attacked, 
at Vimeiro, by the whole of the French force in Portugal, commanded by Gen. 
Jimot in person. 

Having laid the same before His Majesty, I am directed by His Majesty to 
desire that you will signify to Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, that the disposition 
made by him to receive the enemy, and the skill and valor displayed by him in 
effecting their total defeat, have afforded His Mmesty the highest satisfaction. 

The conduct of Major Gen. Spencer, and of the other Generals and ofilceTS 
who so ably executed the orders they had received, and displayed so many in- 
stances of judgment and valor, is highly honorable to themselves and acceptable 
to His Majesty. 

You will be pleased to communicate the satisfaction His Mmesty feels in the 
deliberate and steady bravery by which his troops distinguished themselves, re- 
flecting at once equal honor upon the character and discipline of his army — 
qualities hy which mone success in war can he permanently looked for. 

The delicacy and honorable forbearance which determined you, though present 
in the action, not to interfere with the arrangements previously made by Lieut. 
Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, and then in progress of execution, has been observed by 
His Majesty witli approbation. 

* This piece of plate was afterwards augmented in value by the additional subscriptions 
of Gens. Anstnithra and Acland, and the field officers of fbe army who served under the 
orders of Hiyor Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, at the battle of Vimeiro. 
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To Capt. P. Malcolm, H.M.S. Dm^al. Zamljujal, Stli Sept. 1808. 

I received your letter of Saturday this morning, having been at Cintra 
yesterday morning, and not having returned here till late in the evening. 
I lament the situation of our affairs as much as you do, and I did every 
thing in my power to prevent it j but my opinion was overruled. I had 
nothing to do with the Convention as it now stands ; and I have never 
seen it to tills moment. 

I have not heard from your brother yet, but I suppose his letter la 
coming to me. I will see you soon if I can. I have stronger reasons, 
public as well as private, h'l-t I shall not decide hastily or in anger upon 
any subject. 

P.S. Give my best love to Cadogan, and tell him that I lament the re-i 
suit of our labors as much as he does, but that it is not ray fault. I have 
only to regret that I put my name to an agreement of which I did not 
approve, and which I did not negotiate. If I had not done it, I really 
believe that they would not have dared to make such a Convention as they 
have made ; notwithstanding that that agreement was never ratified, and 
is now so much waste paper. 

To Lieut. Col. Murray, Q. M. 6. Zambujul, Stii Sept. 1808. 

I hope you will be able to make a good arrangement for the perform- 
ance of the duty required from me in tiia Asturias, for which I deem 
myself incapable. If it were not so, I believe your experience of tho zeal 
with which I served Lord Cathcart would convince you that I would not 
decline performing any duty which the government could require from 
me. I shall not conceal from you, however, that I consider myself in a 
very different situation in this army from that in which Lord Cathcart 
placed me ; and I acknowledge that I cannot venture to do many things 
which I did for him, because it is evident that there exists a wont of con- 
fidence which never existed in respect to me in any former instance. 
This, however, did not affect my decision in the service required of me 
yesterday, which I certainly should have undertaken if I had been capable 
of performing it 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Daliymple. Zambnjal, Sth Sept. 1808. 

When I had the honor of recommending to you to appoint a successor 
to Capt Preval of the Foreign Engineers, as Captain of Guides, I apprised 
you of the bad state of healtli of that ofScer, who had then requested mo 
to apply to you for leave to go to England for his recovery, which request 
he has since repeated. I therefore heg leave to recommend that Capt 
Preval may have leave to go to England for the recovery of his health. 

I cannot make this request without, at the same time, mentioning my 
sense of Capt Preval’s services, not only in his capacity of engineer, but 
in that of Captain of Guides.'^ In Portugal tlie services of an oiBcer in 
the latter capacity are most essential, there being no map of tho country, 
and no person capable of giving information of a toi»grnphical nature ; 
and of all those whose services have contributed to the success of tlio Into 
operations, there is none who, in his line, stands higher than Capt. Preval. 

Under these circumstances, I recommend this application for leave of 
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absence to your favorable attention. And as his duty has been most 
laborious, and attended by some responsibility, I beg leave to recommend 
that he may have the pay and allowances of a D. A. Q. M. G. from the 
Ist Aug., on which day he commenced to perform it. I have to mention 
that if the command of the army had remained in my hands, I should have 
given him that appointment, which I observe that you have given to his 
successor in the Corps of Guides. 

To Vise. Costlereagb. Zambujal, 12 miles M. of Lisbon, Stb Sept. 1808. 

Your brother Charles communicated to me your letterof the 20th Aug. 
to Sir H. Dalrymple, of which Sir Hew himself communicated to me 
different parts yesterday j and I proceed to give you my opinion on the 
points to which it relates. I must apprise you, however, that our infor- 
mation here of the state of affaim in Spain is very defective ; that we, or 
at least I, do not know what is the position, what are the numbers, what 
are the means, or what ought to be the objects of the French army in 
Spain ; and I am equally ignorant of the state of the force of the Spaniards. 

I rather believe, however, that the French army in Spain now consists 
of about 40,000 men, of which number about 5000 ore cavalry, and that 
they are under the command of Marshal Bessicires, and are stationed some- 
where about Vitoria, in Biscay. The probability that they will be rein- 
forced must depend upon the state of affairs in the other parts of Europe, 
of which I have no knowledge whatever ; but if the attention of the French 
government is not called to other quarters, we must expect that the French 
army in Spain will be increased at an early period to a very largo amount 

The amount of the force with which operations can bo carried on in 
Spain is another and a very material consideration, which bears upon the 
whole question ; and, from all that I have heard of the state of the re- 
sources in the country, I should doubt whether it will be practicable to 
carry on operations in Spain with a larger corps than 40,000 men. Tliere 
may be other corps de reserve, and employed in operations on other lines, 
or on the same line, in the protection of convoys from France, &c. ; but 
it is not probable that the corps in front will exceed 40,000 men. You 
must consider this, however, as a mere matter of opinion, founded upon 
general information of the state of the resources in Spain, in which I may 
be much mistaken. 

The next point for consideration is the force of the Spaniards : I really 
know of nothing that they have in the shape of an army capable of meeting 
the French, excepting that under Gen. Castanos. Gen. Cuesta has some 
cavalry in Castille ; Gen. Galluzzo some more in Estremadura j and Blake’s 
army of Galicia may in time become an efficient corps. But those armies 
of peasantry, which in Murcia, Valencia, and Catalonia, have cut up French 
corps, must not be reckoned upon (at least at present) as efficient armies 
to meet the French troops in the field. It is most probable that they will 
not, and indeed cannot, leave their provinces ; and if they could, no officer 
could calculate a great operation upon such a body. 

I doubt not that, if an accurate report could be made upon their state, 
they want arms, ammunition, money, clothing, and military equipments 
of every description ; and although such a body are very formidable and 

VOL. III. 
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efScient in their own country, and probaHy equal to its defence, they must 
not be reckoned upon out of it ; and in any case it is impossible to esti- 
mate the eifect of their efforts. In some cases equal numbers will oppose 
with success the French troops j in others, 1000 Frenchmen, with cavalry 
and artillery, will disperse tliousands of them, and no reliance can be placed 
on them in their present state. 

The result, then, of my information of the present state of the Spanish 
force to be opposed to the French, is, that there are about 25,000 men 
under Castafios, now ready, and about the same number under Blake in 
Galicia, upon whom you may reckon as eflScient troops. All the rest 
may become so, and may be useful in different ways even at present, but 
you must not found the arrangement for a great military operation on 
their utility or efSciency. I understand that government had promised 
10,000 men to Castanos, and I have no doubt whatever that a corps well 
equipped, consisting of about 15,000 men, including a proportion of 
British cavalry and artillery, would be highly useful to him. This would 
make his army 40,000 men, of which the British corps would be the best 
troops that could be found anywhere ; and this army, aided by the insur- 
rection from the other kingdoms of Spain, would be the operating army 
against what I have supposed to be the French operating army. This 
British corps should advance from Portugal, to which kingdom it would 
be in the mean time a defence. 

You should leave in Portugal a British corps of 5000 men, to be' sta- 
tioned at and in the neighbourhood of Lisbon, with probably a small gar- 
rison in Elvas, The object in stationing this corps in Portugal is to give 
strength to the government which you will establish here, and to render it 
independent of the factions and intrigues by which it will be assailed on all 
sides. You ought to send to Lisbon, in the quality of the King’s Ambas- 
sador, a discreet person, who could superintend the management of the 
affairs of this country, particularly the expenditure of the money which 
you must supply for its wants, and its application to the purposes for 
which it will be given, viz., to provide a military defence. 

The next consideration is the employment of the remainder of the army 
now in Portugal, amounting by estimate to about 10,000 men, with an 
additional corps of 10,000 men assembled and ready in England, and some 
cavalry. I acknowledge that I do not think the affairs in Spain are in so 
prosperous a state as that you can trust, in operations within that kingdom, 
the whole disposable force which England possesses, without adopting 
measures of precaution, which will render its retreat to the sea coast nearly 
certain. Besides this, I will not conceal from you that our people are so 
new in the field, that I do not know of persons capable of supplying, or, 
if supplied, of distributing the supplies, to an army of 40,000 men 
(British troops) acting together in a body. Even if plenty could be ex- 
pected to exist, we should starve in the midst of it, for want of due 
arrangement. But the first objection is conclusive. We may depend upon 
it that whenever we shall assemble an army tlie French will consider its 
defeat and destruction their first object, particularly if Buonaparte should 
be at the head of the French troops himself j and if the operations of our 
army sliould be near the French frontier, he will have the means of raul- 
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tiplying, and will multiply, the numbers upon our army in such a degree 
as must get the better of them. For the British array, therefore, we must 
have a retreat open, and that retreat must he the sea. 

Our operations carried on from Portugal and the north of Spain would, 
as you truly observe, involve us in a line of operations much too long. 
The retreat would be difficult, if not impossible. This objection, you 
will say, would apply equally to the corps of 15,000 men proposed to he 
employed with Castanos. 1st, I conceive that there is a great deal of dif- 
ference between the rislc of tlie loss of such a corps as this, and that of the 
loss of the whole of the disposable force of Great Britain. 2dly, it does 
not follow that, because the whole British army could not make its retreat 
into Portugal, a corps of 15,000 could not. 3dly, it does not follow that 
this corps of 15,000 men would necessarily retreat upon Portugal ; being 
a part of Castanos’ army, it might retire with his troops into Andalusia, 
leaving the frontiers of Portugal to be defended by the Portuguese and 
the British corps of 5000 men, till those, or a part of them, would again 
he brought round to the Tagus, or could enter Portugal by Algarve. I 
conclude, then, that although this corps might be risked, and its retreat to 
the sea should be considered in some degree en Voir, that of the whole dis- 
posable force of Great Britain ought to be, and must he, saved. 

Tlie only efficient plan of operations in which the British troops can be 
employed, consistently with this view, is upon the flank and rear of the 
enemy’s advance towards Madrid, by an issue from the Asturias. If it be 
true, as is stated by the Asturian deputies in London, that their country is 
remarkably strong, and that it is secure from French invasion ; if it be 
true that the ports of Santander and Gijon, the former particularly, are 
secure harbours in the winter ; and if the walls can give to both, or either, 
the means of making an embarkation, even if the enemy should be able 
to retreat through the mountains ; the Asturias is the country we should 
secure immediately, in which we should assemble our disposable force as 
soon as possible, and issue forth into the plains, either by Leon or the pass 
of Reynosa. The army could then have a short, although probably a diffi- 
cult communication with the sea, which must bo carried on by mules, of 
which there are plenty in the country ; it could co-operate with Blake’s 
Galician army, and could press upon the enemy’s right flank and rear, 
and turn his position upon the Ebro, which it is evident he intends to 
make his first line. To secure the Asturias as soon as possible, you may 
depend upon it, is your first object in Spain, and afterwards to assemble 
within that country your whole disposable force, after marching the de- 
tachment to Castanos. 

There are some points of detail which must be attended to in these 
arrangements. The army now in this country might either be marched 
into Leon, or it might be embarked and transported to Qijon or Santander. 
The latter would be the quickest operation; by the adoption of the former, 
its artillery, in its present form, might accompany it ; but it must be re- 
collected, that if the artillery should be kept in its present form, in case 
of retreat it must be left behind in the plains ; as I understand there is no 
carriage-road across the mountains of Asturias. 

The troops, then, now in this country ought to be embarked in tiie 
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Tagus, and sent to the Asturias ; and ordnance carriages ouglit to be sent 
from England without loss of time, wliich can be taken to pieces, and 
carried by hand, or when put together can be drawn by horses. The re- 
ports, which will be made by the ofScers sent to those countries, will state 
whether cavalry can pass through them : I should think they might ; as I 
see that wherever a mule can go a horse can likewise. If so, the cavalry 
from England should likewise be landed in Asturias; if not, the cavalry 
should he landed at Coruna or Ferrol, and join the army in the plains, 
through the passes of Galicia, which we know are practicable for cavalry. 

There remains now to be considered only the operations of the Sicilian 
corps, consisting of 10,000 men. In the present state of affairs tlie govern* 
ment will probably not deem it expedient to remove this corps from the 
Mediterranean. If the Spaniards should be able to make any head against 
the French on the left of their line in Catalonia, and on the Lower Ebro, 
this corps might reinforce that part of the Spanish insurrection, keeping 
its retreat always open to the sea. This, however, would be very difficult, 
the French being in possession of Barcelona ; and probably the siege of 
that place, aided by the insurgents of Catalonia, would be the most this 
corps would perform. And whether the operation should be successfully 
included, or the corps should be forced to re-embark in consequence of 
the approach of the stronger French force, it would materially aid the 
operations of the troops in the centre of Spain. 

The result of all these operations, which must for the present be distinct, 
would be to confine the French to their line of the Ebro for the present, 
and eventually to oblige them to retire upon their own frontier. Time 
would be gained for the further organization of the Spanish government 
and force ; by the judicious and effectual employment of which tlie British 
government would be enabled to withdraw its troops from Spain, to employ 
them in other parts of Europe. As for preventing the retreat of the 
French from Spain, it is quite out of the question. They have possession 
of all the fortresses on this side of the Pyrenees, through which mountains 
there are not less than 40 passes by which troops could march. Besides, 
if it were possible under these circumstances to place an army in their 
rear, with the object of cutting them off from France, you might depend 
upon it that all France would rise as one man for their relief, and the 
result would be the loss of the army which should be so employed. 

In respect to your wish, that I should go into the Asturias to examine 
the country, and form a judgment of its strength, I have to mention to 
you that I am not a draftsman, and but a bad hand at description. I 
should have no difficulty in forming an opinion, and a plan for the defence 
of that country, provided I was certain that it would be executed. But it 
would be an idle waste of my time, and an imposition upon you, if I were 
to go into that country with the pretence of giving you, or any General 
officer you should employ there, an idea of the country ; and it would bo 
vain and fruitless to form a plan for the defence of the country which 
would depend upon the execution of another. Indeed, this last would 
only bring disgrace upon me, and would disappoint you. Under these 
circumstances, I have told Sir H. Dalrymple that I was not able to per- 
form the duty in which you had desired I should be employed; that I was 
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not a topographical engineer, and could not pretend to describe in writing 
such a country as the Asturias ; and he appeared to think that some of the 
gentlemen of the Q. M. G.’s department might he more usefully employed 
on this service. I hope you will not believe that I feel any disinclination 
to performing any service in which you may think I can be of use to you ■ 
and that I have discouraged the idea of employing me on that proposed, 
solely from my incapacity of performing it as it ought to he performed 
and from a certainty that you were not aware of the nature of tlie service 
which you required from me when you wrote to Sir H. Dalrynjple. 

To Vise. Casllereagli. Zambujal, flth Sept 180S. 

You will receive from me by this opportunity a long letter upon our 
future operations. This relates solely to my private views. It is quite 
impossible for me to continue any longer with this army ; and I wish, 
therefore, that you would allow me to return home and resume the duties 
of my oflSce, if I should still be in office, and it is convenient to the go- 
vernment that I should retain it; or if not, that I should remain upon the 
Staff in England ; or, if that should not be practicable, that I should re- 
main without employment. You will hear from others of the various 
causes which I must have for being dieeatieSed, not only wi&i the military 
and other public measures of the Commander in Chief, but with his treat- 
ment of myself. I am convinced it is better for him, for the army, and 
for me, that I should go away ; and the sooner I go the better. 

Since I wrote to you on the 30th, the Convention has been returned, 
ratified by Junot, but materially altered. I understand that wo have not 
a sufficiency of the Tagus to give us a secure harbour ; we have not got 
the navigation of the river ; and as we did not insist upon having Belem 
castle, which was asked for by tlie alteration of the 29th, the transports 
cannot be watered without going into that part of the river occupied by 
the Russians and the French troops, to which I understand the Admiral 
will not consent. I have not seen the Convention, and I do not know 
what it contains. 

To Lieut. Gfen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Zambujal, 6lb Sept. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have received from Major 
Gen. Ferguson, in which he excuses himself for having omitted to march 
from hence with troops yesterday morning, owing to indisposition ; and he 
has desired me to request you would give him leave to go to England for 
a short time on urgent private affairs. It has come to my knowledge that 
Major Gen. Ferguson was ordered from England at a very short notice, 
and he has made me acquainted with the nature of the business which 
induces him to wish to return there for a short time, which appears to be 
of great importance to his family, and of a nature to require his presence. 

I therefore take the liberty of requesting that he may have the leave of 
absence which he requires. 

To the Bishop of Oporto. Zambujal, Gth Sept. 1 S08. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the , 

and I have not failed to lay before the Commander in Chief, Sir H. Dal- 
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rymple, the paper containing a memorandum of those points which your 
Lordship wished him to consider in the negotiation of any Convention 
with the French army. I conclude that his Excellency will address your 
Lordship upon those subjects. 

I must inform your Lordship, that the battle of the 21st Aug. was the 
conclusion of my command of the British forces in Portugal. Indeed a 
senior ofScer, Sir H. Burrard, was in the field towards the close of the 
action, and directed the operations which were carried on after that battle 
was concluded. Sir H. Dalrymple, the present Commander in Chief, 
landed on the morning of the 22d Aug. ; and on that evening he nego- 
tiated in person with the French General Kellermann an agreement for 
the suspension of hostilities. I was present during the negotiation of tliis 
agreement ; and, by the desire of the Commander in Chief, I signed it. 
But, as I have above informed your Lordship, I did not negotiate it j nor 
can I in any manner be considered responsible for its contents. 

This agreement was followed by a negotiation with the French Com- 
mander in Chief, of a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal by the 
French army, through the medium of Col. Murray, the Q. M. G. of. the 
army, which Convention has been concluded and ratified by the Com- 
manders in Chief of both armies, and is now in the progress of execution, 
I have not seen this Convention, and cannot inform your Lordship of its 
contents i but I doubt not but that it will be laid before your Lordslup 
by the Commander in Chief. 

1 have thought proper to trouble your Lordship with this detailed 
account of the share which I have had in these transactions, in order that 
your Lordship may not attribute to me the omission to apprise you of 
their nature, which I am convinced was only accidental. But as I con- 
sider myself, and the army which I commanded, to be particularly obliged 
to your Lordship, such an omission would have been unpardonable in me ; 
and I am happy to take tliis opportunity of relieving myself from the 
imputation of it by apprising your Lordship of the mode in which they 
were carried on, and of the share which I had in them. 

To Lieut. Col, Mnna;, Q.M.G. Zamliujiil, 6th Sept. 1808. 

I am sorry to be obliged to trouble you again about our money and 
Commissariat concerns. We have not now one shilling here: money is 
due to the ofiScers, to the troops, and to tlie people of the country. The 
money belonging to us, and allotted to pay these demands, and landed 
from the Donegal by my order, has been taken by Mr. Kennedy. 

Tlie accounts of the officers and soldiers of the army to the 4th Aug, 
are unsettled, for the reasons wliich 1 stated to you in ray last letter upon 
this subject, Tlie corps ore separating, 5 battalions having already 
moi'ched awayj and the Dep. Paymaster, who alone can settle accounts, 
pay balances and outstanding demands, is ordered away, and is now at 
head quarters, under the pretence that his powers are at an end, there 
being a senior officer in the pay department present. 

I am well aware tliat his powers are at an end as to all current and 
futm-e payments; but it is the first time that I have ever heard that a 
pay officer, either dismissed or superseded in his office, was so foi' deprived 
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of his powers as to be disabled from settling accounts and making pay- 
ments, which ought to have been settled and made during the period in 
which his powers were in full force. Who is to settle these accounts and 

pay these demands, if Mr. is disabled from doing so ? Certainly 

not Mr. Smith, the present Dep. Paymaster Gen. ; for his powers, except- 
ing under a special order from the Commander in Chief, cannot have a 
retrospect. I can assure you that I have no desire to retain these gentle- 
men who belonged to the army I commanded one moment longer than 
may be necessary to enable them to bring tbeir concerns to a conclusion. 

I hope that you will be able to settle tliis point with the Dep. Paymaster 
Gen. and Mr. Kennedy, and to send us Mr. and the money imme- 

diately ; if not, I must ti'ouble his Excellency upon it. 

We should know where the Commissariat dep6t is, in order that I may 
send for bread for the troops for the 10th, 11th, and 12th, otherwise I 
shall not have it in time for the issue on the 10th. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Zambujsl, 9th Sept. ISOS. 

In reference to the order of the 8th inst., relative to the b&t and forage 
allowance to be issued to the troops, of which, for your convenience, I 
enclose a copy, I have the honor to enclose a copy of the orders which I 
received from H.R.H. the Commander in Chief upon the same subject; 
in conformity with which I regulated the issues lately made to the troops 
under my command. 

As the difference of the issue is considerable, particulai-ly to the officers 
of the inferior ranks of the army, which I am convinced it cannot be the 
intention of H. R. Highness should prevail, to the prejudice and disadvan- 
tage of those officers who have served during the whole of the campaign 
in this country, I beg to know whether you’ have any objection to my 
ordering fresh r'eturns for bdt and forage to be made out by the regi- 
ments, charging the sums for each rank according to the general orders of 
the 8th inst., and to my directing the late Paymaster Gen. of the army, 
lately under my command, to pay the same, and charge those sums in bis 
accounts to the 24th Aug. P 


To Vise. Castlereagli. ' Zambujul, 9th Sejit, 1808. 

Your brother Charles is, I imagine, at Lisbon, and will make you 
acquainted witli the state of affairs there. I write to you only in reference 
to the recommendation I made you some days ago to appoint a proper 
person to be the King’s Ambassador here. Since I wrote that letter I 
have heard so much of Lord R. Fitzgerald, from various quarters, that I 
cannot avoid recommending you to turn your thoughts to him. I am but 
little acquainted with him myself ; but I hear an excellent character of 
him. 

I fear that Sir Hew will make a mistake respecting the appointment of 
a Regency at Lisbon. My intention was to have issued a proclamation, 
and to have called the Regency appointed by the Prince to re-assume their 
functions, with the exception of the members (by name) who had been 
confidentially employed by the French ; and in the same proclamation, I 
should have desii-ed the remaining true members of the Regency to fill 
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up the vacancies by election, according to tlie powers given to them O’f 
electing successors to vacancies by the very act which appoints them, I 
should then have exerted the influence, which I should have undoubtedly 
had at this moment over them, to induce them to elect the Bishop of 
Oporto and others, who it is important should belong to the government ; 
and thus the government would have been legally constituted, without 
the unnecessary interference of a foreign power. I have discussed the 
whole plan more than once with Sir Hew, and I have pointed out the 
mode of execution, &c. ; but, instead of adopting it, I now hear that he is 
going to appoint a Eegency, by his own authority; which measure will 
only add tenfold to the difficulties with which the new government will 
have to contend at its outset I wrote to your brother, however, on this 
subject, to beg him to make one more effort to keep Sir Hew right ; and, 
if I can, I will see your brother to-morrow. 

I send you two letters which I wrote to Sir H. Burrard, besides the first 
which I sent you, which are important to show you my view of the cam- 
paign in tWs country. 

To the Duke of Bicbmaml. Zambajal, StJi Sejit. IROS, 

Nothing particular has occurred since I wrote to yon last : the French 
are about to evacuate Lisbon, under the Convention, as soon as the trans- 
ports shall be ready; and the Bussians have concluded a convention with 
the Admiral from their fleet, under which they are to he taken to a British 
port. I have neither seen one nor the other of diese conventions, and I 
cannot tell you their contents ; but I am convinced that neither are what they 
ought to be, considering the success of the army. The country has, how- 
ever, acquired the honour of reconquering the country, and of restoring 
the rightful ruler to this government ; and with these advantages I hope 
they will be satisfied. 

I have only to regret that I signed the agreement for the suspension of 
hostilities without having negotiated. I have abeady told you the reasons 
why I did so, but I doubt whether good nature, and a deference to the 
opinion of an officer appointed Commander in Chief on the day of his 
taking the command, and to his orders, and a desire to avoid being con- 
sidered the head of a party against his authority, will be deemed sufficient 
excuses for an act which, on other grounds, I cannot justify. I have had 
nothing to do, however, witli any subsequent transaction, excepting to- 
advise stronger measures, and that the Commander in Chief should insist 
on better terms. 

I am sick of all that is going on here, and I heartily wish I had never 
come away from Ireland, and that I was back again with you. Remember 
me kindly to the Duchess. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Daltjmple. Zambujal, KWh Sept. 1808. 

I had the honor of receiving, in the night, the letter which you wroto 
to me yesterday. My wish is, at all times, to render myself as useful as 
may he in my power to the officer under whose command I may ha 
serving; and this desire is limited only hy the doubt which I may enter- 
tain of my fitness for the employment held out to my acceptance. The' 
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view which I have taken of the state of affairs in Spain has long ago sug- 
gested to me the propriety of placing in that kingdom a person of the 
description stated hy yourself, possessing full powers, the means of exert- 
ing them on all parts of Spain, and of communicating and treating with 
all the local juntas of government. 

In order to be able to perform the important part allotted to him, this 
person' should possess the confidence of those who employ him; and, 
above all, in order that he may recommend, with authority, a plan to the 
Spaniards, he should he acquainted with those of his employers, the means 
by which they propose to carry them into execution, and those hy which 
they intend to enable the Spanish nation to execute that which will be 
proposed to them. 

I certainly cannot consider myself as possessing those advantages, per- 
sonally, which would qualify me for the situation you have proposed for 
me j and you must be the best judge whether you have made up your 
own mind, and are enabled to instruct me, and ai’c inclined to confide in 
me, to the extent which in my opinion will he necessary, in order to 
derive any general advantage from such a mission. It is true that one 
might he undertaken with more limited views and objects than those 
above adverted to, and which are discussed in the letter which I have 
the honor to receive from you ; and it might be confined to the mere 
arrangement with Gen. Castanos, or the military committee at Madrid, 
of a plan for the remaining part of the campaign. This mission, how- 
ever, would require a full and clear explanation of views and means ; 
and the person who undertakes it must have the confidence of his em- 
ployer, and must be certain that the plan, which he would arrange under 
these circumstances, would be carried into execution. 

I beg that you will consider me ready to he employed in any manner 
you may think proper ; and I have above pointed out the powers and in- 
structions which can alone, in my opinion, render the employment of any 
person, in the situation which you have held out to me, at all useful to tlie 
army or to the country. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Zambujal, 12th Sept. 1808. 

Nothing particular has occurred since I last ■wrote to you. I have been 
in Lisbon, and the French appear much dissatisfied -with the mode in 
which the Convention is executed; hut I con give no opinion whatever 
whether their complaints are well or iH founded, as I have not seen the 
Convention, and am not accurately acquainted with its contents, 

I enclose copies of letters wWoh have passed between Sir H. Da,lrymple 
and mo, respecting an offer which he made to send me to Madrid, upon 
which r think it probable that he will write to you, and, in my opinion, 
you will be a better judge on the subject by reding the letters. The 
object of my letter was to show Sir Hew that a mission to Madrid was at 
present no light matter, in whatever view it were taken ; and that the offi- 
cer who was to be sent there, if he were to do anything, must be instructed, 
and must be trusted. I would not trouble you with this comparatively 
trifling subject, only fhat I am convinced that Sir Hew will tell you that 
I declined the mission to Madrid. 
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You ivill observe what lie says of Castanos’ demand for cavalry, from 
which I should judge that he does not propose for, or to accept of 
infantry. 

To Ueut. Col. Murray, Q.M.G. St. Antonio de Tojal, Ifitli Sept. 1808. 

I have received your note respecting Mr. Walsh and Mr. Kennedy. I 
do not know what influence my opinion respecting the former gentleman 
can have upon the measures of the latter respecting him, for it appears to 
me tliat the question between them is entirely one of justice and law, as 
far as I have acquired any knowledge of it. But as my opinion in favor 
of Mr. Walsh may be of use to him on other grounds, it is but fair 
towards him that I should make you acquainted with it. 

When the army under my command landed in Portugal, a contract was 
made with a Mr. Archer, a merchant of Figueira, for the supply of beef 
for the troops, and it was soon found tliat Mr. Archer could not perform 
the contract at the rate at which he agreed to take it ; and, in point of 
fact, he gave notice of its discontinuance, at the specified time of one 
fortnight, before the army inarched from Lavos. 

A contract was then made with Mr. Walsh, at a higher rate and upon 
different terms ; and I understand that Mr. Walsh placed himself, for the 
remainder of Mr. Archer’s period of the contract, in the situation of Mr. 
A roher. I believe it is notorious throughout the array that they were 
well supplied with beef from that time forward. The consumption was 
greater than 15,000 rations j and it is unnecessary tliat I should detail our 
marches to point out the difficulty of supplying it. 

I believe the amiy which was under my command afforded a rare in- 
stance of a British ai-ray on its march, shortly after its landing in a foreign 
country, which did not experience any want At the same time I must 
do Mr. Walsh the justice to add, that the bullocks which were consumed 
as beef were of the best kind, and were all brought from the north of 
Portugal, in order that the army might not be disappointed in its demand 
upon the country for draught cattle. 

In this situation things stood, when, on the 20th, 5000 additional troops 
landed under Gens. Anstruther and Acland, and I believe twice as many 
more, and many General officers, staff, servants, &c., before the end of 
the month ; and I have no doubt that the consumption of the army, which 
under my command was estimated at 16,000 rations, now amounts to 
nearly 40,000. I cannot say at what period the contract was enlai-ged, 
hut certainly not during the period that I had any thing to say to the 
operations or means of the array ; and at all events, supposing it were 
made commensurate to the increased demand on the 20tli, would it liave 
been unreasonable in Mr. Walsh to have asked for some indulgence in 
point of time for his supplies, considering that they must come from tlie 
counti'ies to the northward, the French being still in possession of 
Lisbon, Alentejo,'and every thing about Lisbon? But, in point of fact, 
has Mr. Walsh failed ? I do not know how he stands with the army ; but 
I know that the troops here have always had fresh beef, excepting a part 
of them on one day. I know also, that many bullocks were lost in the 
confusion, amongst the Commissariat, of the battle of the 21st j I boliovo 
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some on the 17th; and I know that nearly a day’s consumption for the 
whole corps was lost by one Assist. Commissary on the night of the -rain 
and thunder-storm, on the ground at Ramalhal. If all these circumstances 
are taken into consideration, I think it will be found that Mr. Walsh has 
great merit in having supplied us as he has done. I know I never saw 
any British contractor who did his duty so well ; and that, at all events, 
Mr. Kennedy has no right, and no man has a right, to discontinue a con- 
tract legally made with him, without giving him the notice required by 
the terms of the contract itself. If Mr. Walsh has not performed his 
contract, nor given satisfaction to Mr. Kennedy, let him pay the penalty 
of non-performance ; but do not let Mr. Kennedy do that which is illegal, 
and certainly unjust. 

Having written thus much in favour of Mr. Walsh, I must add, in 
justice to myself, that I was entirely unacquainted with that gentleman 
till I arrived in Portugal. I first saw him at Oporto, where he was intro- 
duced to me by Col. Brown ; and he interested himself in a supply of 
mules which the Bishop engaged to give for the army. His zeal for the 
success of our operations brought him to Figueira, where he found Mr. 
Archer unequal to the performance of the task which he had undertaken ; 
and he undertook it, and has performed it, at all events, to the satisfaction 
of those persons who conducted the operations at that period. 

P. S. In mentioning the difficulties with which Mr. Walsh had to con- 
tend, I have omitted to advert to those which occurred on the march and 
arrival of the bullocks with the army, by duties levied by the Bishop of 
Oporto, and other impediments incidental to their advance by the Portu- 
guese army, upon which I had a correspondence with Gen. Freire. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sit J. Moore, K.B. Lumiar, 17th Sept. 1S08. 

I write to you on the subject to which this letter relates with the same 
freedom with which I hope you would write to me on any point in which 
you might think the public interests concerned. 

It appears to me to be quite impossible that we can go on as we are now 
constituted ; the Commander in Chief must be changed, and the country 
and the army naturally turn their eyes to you as their commander. I un- 
derstand, however, that you have lately had some unpleasant discussions 
with the King’s ministers, the effect of which might be to prevent the 
adoption of an arrangement for the command of this anny, which, in my 
opinion, would be the best, and would enable you to render those ser- 
vices at this moment for which you are peculiarly qualified. I wish you 
would allow me to talk to you respecting the discussions to which I have 
adverted, in order that I may endeavor to remove any trace which they 
may have left on the minds of the King’s ministers, having the effect 
which I have supposed. 

Although I hold a high office under government, I am no party man, 
but have long been connected in friendship with many of those persons 
who are now at the head of affairs in England; and I think I have 
sufficient iuffuence over them, that they may listen to me upon a point of 
this description, more particularly as I am convinced that they must be 
as desirous as I can be to adopt tbe arrangement for the command of this 
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army which all are agreed is the best. In these times, my clear General, 
a man like you should not preclude himself from rendering the services 
of which ho is capable by an idle point of form. Circumstances may 
have occurred, and might have justified the discussions to which I have 
referred ; hut none can justify the continuance of the temper in which 
they are carried on : and yet, till there is evidence that it is changed, it 
appears to he impossible for the King’s ministers to employ you in the high 
situation for which you are the most fit, because during the continuance 
of this temper of mind there can he no cordial or confidential intercourse. 

In writing thus much I have perhaps gone too far, and have taken the 
permission for which it was tlie intention of tliis letter to ask ; but I shall 
send it, as it may be convenient for you to he apprised of the view which 
I have already taken of these discussions, as far as I have any knowledge 
of them, in deciding whether you will allow me to talk to you any further 
about them. If you should do so, it would probably be most convenient 
to us both to meet at Lisbon, or I can go over to you, if that should suit 
you better. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Bnnard, Bart. ' Liiminr, ]7tb Sept 1808. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 15th, enclosing that which yon 
had received from the Sec. of State respecting' the action of tlie 2 1st Aug. 

I beg that you will accept my acknowledgments for the handsome 
terms in which you have expressed yourself upon this occasion ; and with 
your permission I shall communicate that letter to the General officers 
and troops which were under my command. At the same time I cannot 
avoid taking tliis opportunity of expressing how very sensible I was of 
the mark you gave me of your confidence during the action of the 21 st, 
in allowing me to bring the operations of that battle to a close, and of 
your kindness to roy friend Capt. Campbell in making him the bearer of 
your dispatches. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Lumlor, l?tli Sept 1808. 

The embarkation of the French troops having brought to a final close 
the operations of the army in Portugal, and as in the present state of the 
season some time must elapse before the troops can enter upon any other 
active operation ; and as I understand you have sent Lord 'W. Beutinck 
on the service for which you had thought me qualified, and it is not 
probable that there will be an opportunity for active service, or tliat yon 
will require my assistance at this particular moment, or for some time to 
come, I am induced to request your permission to go to England. 

The situation of my office of Chief Sec. in Ireland, of which the duties 
have been done lately by a gentleman who is now dead, renders it desirable, 
under these circumstances, that I should be in England as soon as possible, 
to ascertain whether it is His Majesty’s pleasure that I should continue to 
hold it, or that I should relinquish it. I have therefore to request that 
you will give me leave to go to England by the first ship that shall sail. 

To Lieut. Col. Murray, Q.H.G. Lisbon, lOlh Sept. IfiOR. 

I am going to-morrow, and I regret tliat it was so late when I reached 
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head quarters yesterday that I could not endeavor to find you before I 
came away. 

I do not conceal from you that I am not quite satisfied with our situa- 
tion ; but nothing should have induced me to go away if I had thought 
there was the smallest prospect of early active employment for the army ; 
and I should not go now if my poor friend Mr. Trail were not dead, and 
if it were not necessary that I should be in England, if possible, to know 
whether 1 am to retain my office or to resign it, and if there were a pro- 
bability of another early opportunity of going home. I intend to return 
as soon as I can. I request you to command me if I can do anything for 
you. I shall not embark, I believe, before 12 to-morrow, and, at all 
events, you can write to me to tlje Irish office, London. 

In regard to matters personal to myself, I shall not enter into them ; I 
wish that Sir Hew had given me credit for a sincere desire to forward his 
views, whatever they might be ; and I think I could have been of as much 
use to him as I believe I have been to other officers under whose orders I 
have served. He is the only one of whom I have not been the right hand 
for some years past ; and at the same time I must say that I felt ^e same 
inclination to serve him that I had to serve the others. 

I have heard from Anstruther that tlie Bishop of Oporto will accept the 
office of President of the Regency. 

To Major Gen. Beresfurd. Lisbon, lOtb Sept. 180a. 

I enclose to you a letter which I have received from Senhor Fernandez 
Thomas, a gentleman belonging to this country, from whom I have 
received more real assistance and service than I have from all the others 
of the subjects of Her Most Faithful Majesty, with the exception only of 
the Bishop of Oporto. 

It is extraordinary that after I have been the instrument of the British 
government, which has had the principal share in restoring the Portuguese 
monarchy, I should be obliged to apply to you to exert the influence 
which I am convinced you will have over the government that may be 
established in Portugal, to obtain for this gentleman the objects for which 
he is solicitous. But I am satisfied yon will believe me when I assure 
you that he deserves them, and much more, from his government, for his 
faithful and efficient services ; and that your friendship for me will induce 
you to intercede for him with the persons who may exercise the powers 
of government, which I ought to have been in the situation to do for him 
myself. I shall desire him to wait upon you. 


To SenboT Fernandez Thomas. A Lisbonne, co 19 Sept. 1808. 

Je viens de recevoir la lettre que vous m’avez fait I’honneur de m’dcrire, 
et je puis vous assurer que je preudrai toutes les occasions qui me seront 
offertes, pour faire savoir, au gouvernement qui sera dtabli dans cepays-ci, 
les grands services que vous avez rendus it I’arrade Anglaise, 

II est malheureux que je ne suis pas moi-mfeme dans une situation dans 
laquelle je pourrai vous 6tre aussi utile que je voudrais ; mais je viens 
de recommauder vos services au Gdndral Beresford, qui commands k Lis- 
bonne, dans une lettre dont je vous envoie la copie ; et je vous prie de 
passer chez lui aussitfit que vous le pouvez. 
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Je vous prometa aussi ’de ne pas oublier de vous reconimander a M. de 
Sousa, I’Ambassadour Portugais en Angleterre, auquel j’esp&re que je 
pourrala demander la grace de vous recommander au gouvernement. 

To Lieut. Col. Murray, Q.M.G. Lisbon, 20tli Sept. 1808. 

I wish that you would speak to Sir H, Dalrymple upon the temper in 
which the Spanish oiEcers who have come from tJie army of Estremadurn 
are, and upon the language of dissatisfaction wliich I understand tliey hold 
in every house in Lisbon. As it is no business of mine, I have not 
inquired much into the causes of their complaints ; but if I were in Sir 
Hew’s situation I would not only arm and equip completely the Spanish 
soldiers set free in Lisbon, hut also the army in Estremadura. 

The way, depend upon it, that is most agreeable to, as well as most for 
the interest of, the people of England, is to conciliate the Spanish nation, 
and to bring the largest possible number of Spaniards into the field in the 
shape of an army; and I know from experience that the government will 
sanction any expense incurred with these views. 

I enclose a letter which I received some time ago from Lord Castle- 
reagh, in which he conveys the King’s approbation of an order which I 
had given to Gen. Spencer to make an advance of £100,000 to the Junta 
of Seville ; and I understand that the King likewise approved of an 
advance of £10,000 made by Gen. Spencer. Under the circumstances 
I conceive that Sir Hew will act upon sure grounds in incurring any 
expense for these people ; and as they are already formed in regiments, 
and actually assembled under officers, and went only arms to become 
efficient soldiers, they are just the people to whom arms ought to be given. 

I hope that the opinions which I have above given upon this occasion 
will be received as they ought to be j and that it will not be believed that 
I give them from any desire to interfere in what is no particular concern 
of mine. 

To the Duke of Richmond. Flymoudi, 4th Oct. 1808. 

As soon as I heard of the death of Mr. Trail, I determined to return 
home without loss of time ; and whether I am to continue to hold my 
office or to relinquish it, it will bo a convenience to you that I should be 
in the way when his successor in the firat case, or mine in the second, 
shall he appointed. Accordingly I sailed from Lisbon on the 20th Sept., 
and arrived here this day; and I shall go to Ireland as soon os possible. 
Pray write to mo to London. 

The French troops were nearly all embarked, and 2 divisions had sailed 
when I came away, and our troops were in possession of Lisbon ; and as 
the equinoctial rains were expected at every moment, it is impossible to 
commence any further operation by land. 

I have not heard from England since the end of August, and the only 
letter I have received from you since I left Ireland is dated the 8th Aug. 

To Vise. Casdcrengli. Lonili n, OMi Oct, 1808. 

I have the honor to inform your Lordship that I arrived in London 
this day, by leave of the Commander of the Forces in Portugal ; and 
having seen a copy of his Excellency’s letter to your Lordship, dated at 
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Cintra, the 3d Sept., in which it would appear, from an inaccuracy of 
expression, that I had agreed upon and signed certain articles ‘ for the 
suspension of hostilities on tlie 22d Aug. I beg leave to inform your 
Lordship that I did not negotiate that agreement; that it was negotiated 
and settled by his Excellency in person, with Gen. Kellermann, in the 
presence of Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard and myself, and that I signed it 
by his Excellency’s desire. But I could not consider myself responsible 
in any degree for the terms in which it was framed, or for any of its pro- 
visions. 

At the same time, adverting to the situation which I had held in Por- 
tugal previously to his Excellency’s arrival, I think it but just to inform 
your Lordship, that I concurred with the Commander of the Forces in 
thinking it expedient, on the 22d Aug., that the French army in Por- 
tugal should be allowed to evacuate that kingdom, with their arms 
and baggage, and that every facility for this purpose should be afforded 
to them. 

I deemed this to be expedient, in the relative state of the two armies 
on the evening of the 22d, considering that the French army had then 
resumed a formidable position between us and Lisbon; that they had 
the means of retiring from that position to others in front of that city ; 
and, finally, of crossing the Tagus into Alentejo, with a view to the 
occupation, in strength, of the forts of Elvas, La Lippe, an4 eventually 
Almeida. 

As Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Moore’s corps had been diverted from the occu- 
pation of the position at Santarem, which had been proposed for them, 
there were no means to prevent, and no increase of numbers could have 
prevented, the French army from effecting these objects. 

The British ai-my, after waiting for and receiving its reinforcements, 
would thus have been precluded from the use of the Tagus for some time 
longer ; and as it depended for its supplies of provisions and ammunition 
upon its communication with the fleet, which, in the end of August, would 
have become most precarious by the coast, it would have been involved in 
difficulties for the want of necessaries, which would have been aggravated 
by the increase of its numbers. 

To these circumstances, which affected the immediate situation of the 
army and its existence in Portugal, there were other considerations to be 
added respecting its future operations. I considered it most important 
that the British army in Portugal should be at liberty at an early period 
to march into Spain. Not only no arrangements for the march into Spain 
could be made till the French should have evacuated Elvas and Almeida, 
and we should have possession of the Tagus and the Douro, but tlie army 
must have attacked and taken these places by regular sieges before His 
Majesty could have restored the government of his ally, or could have 
moved his troops to the assistance of the Spaniards. I need not point out 
to your Lordship tlie difficulties of these operations, their increase in the 
season in which they would have been undertaken, or the time which they 
would have lasted. 

These circumstances, affecting the situation, the objects, and the future 



128 


PORTUGAL. 


operations of the anny, were to be attributed to the fact, that die enemy 
occupied, in a military point of view, die whole of Portugal, having every 
stronghold in their hands; diat their situadon on the evening of the 22d 
Aug. enabled them still to avail themselves of these possessions, and to 
strengthen them as they might think proper; and I conceived that an 
army, whose retreat was open, and which possessed such advantages, had 
a fair claim to be allowed to have the facility of withdrawing from the 
countiy entirely. On these grounds, therefore, I concurred with the 
Commander of the Forces in the opinion that the French might be 
allowed to evacuate Portugal. 

To the Duke of Riclimond. London, 10th Oct. 1808. 

You will readily believe that I was much surprised when I arrived in 
England to hear of the torrents of abuse with which I had been assailed ; 
and that I had been accused of every crime of which a man can be guilty, 
excepting cowardice. I have not read one word that has been written on 
either side, and I have refused to publish, and don’t mean to authorise the 
publication of a single line in my defence. 

I think, however, that the King and his ministers, and my friends, have 
a right to an explanation of the cause for which my name appeared to the 
armistice of the 22d Aug., as I have already told you in a former letter, 
written from Portugal, in which I entered into the details of what passed 
on that occasion, and stated generally my motives for signing that in- 
strument. 

I think that Sir H. Dalrymple’s letter of the 3d Sept, has, by fixing 
upon me, by a purposed inaccuracy of expression, the odium of nego- 
tiating that instrument, enabled me to explain the sliare I had in it to tlie 
King’s ministers and to the King. 

I enclose a copy of the letter which I have written to the Sec. of State 
upon this subject, in which you will see that not only I have explained 
this point, but I have thought it but just and fair to Sir H. Dalrymple to 
avow that I was of opinion that the French ought to be allowed to evacu- 
ate Portugal, and my reasons for entertaining that opinion on the evening 
of the 22d Aug. This is the whole amoimt of what I shall do in my de- 
fence at present ; the rest I shall leave to chance, and to tlie result of the 
inquiry into Sh H. Dalrymple’s conduct. 

I propose, however, if I should have time, to write you a narrative of 
the whole campaign, stating the measures which I had adopted, and the 
principles on which I had adopted them, how far they were carried into 
execution, and! the consequences which resulted from a departure from 
them on the arriyal'bf the oiScers who relieved me. 

I shall be, obliged to you if you will show the enclosed paper, in confi- 
dence, and not on .any account to be copied or printed, to the Chancellor, 
Attorney and Solicitor General, Lord Edward, and any friends of mine in 
Ireland. ‘ . 

I hope to,^e ^file to go to you in a few days. 

P.S. Pray remember' me most kindly to the Duchess and Lady Mary, 
and giv'ef‘my love to Lbuisa and Charlotte. 
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Vise. Castlcreagh to Lieut. Gen. tlie Hon. Sir A. 'Wellesley, K.B. 

Downing Street, 13th Oct. ISOS. 

Your letter of the Gth inst. has been received, and laid before the King; and 
having also been brought under the consideration of His Majesty’s confidential 
servants, I am to acquaint you that a copy thereof will be communicated to Lieut. 
Gen. Sir H. Dalryniple on his arrival in England. 

To Lieut. Col. Gordon. London, 15th Oct. ISOS. 

I am about to set out for Ireland, os some time must elapse before the 
nature of the inquiry to be instituted on Portuguese affairs will be decided 
on, and I am wanted in that country. If the inquiry should be delayed till 
the officers shall return, I shall go to Spain immediately ; if it should be com- 
menced at an early period, I shall go to Spain as soon as I shall be dismissed ; 
and, in either case, I should think that my stay in Ireland will be short. 

I promised my brother in law, Capt. Pakenham, of tlie 95th, that I would 
speak to you in his favor. He is anxious to get a majority, and his time is 
about out. He tvas with me in Zealand : he was wounded on the lath Aug., 
and served in both the actions of the nth and 21st afterwards; and he is 
really one of the best officers of riflemen tliat I have seen. I shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will keep his promotion in your mind. 

Having said so much of his military character, it is scarcely fair to him, 
or to you, to mention that he is the member for the county of Westmeath, 
and a steady friend ; but the Secretary in Ireland must take care of a claim 
even on this ground. 

To Lieut. Col. Gordon. Dublin Castle, 21st Oot. 1808. 

I am afraid that I did not explain myself sufficiently about Capt. Paken- 
ham’s wish to bo promoted. His object is to purchase, which will possibly 
facilitate his advancement. 

I agree with you in thinking that I cannot leave these countries till the 
mode and period of the inquiry into tlie late transactions in Portugal will 
have been determined upon. If the inquiry is to be made immediately, I 
can give my evidence and go : if, as I think it most probable, it cannot be 
made till other officers, besides myself, are in the way to be examined, I 
can go, and return, when they will, to attend the inquiry. This is my 
notion at present ; but, of course, the decision must rest with tliose who 
are at the head of affairs, 

I am obliged to you for your Spanish news. The Spaniards must either 
accelerate their operations upon the French corps now in Spain, or take 
up their position to oppose the French reinforcements marching into that 
country. If the reinforcements should catch those engaged in the opera- 
tions, they will make a woeful example of them. 

To Six J, Sinclair, Bart. Dublin Caside, 21st Oct. 1808, 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your two letters, and I am much 
concerned that I was not at home when Lieut. Col. Shrapnell did me the 
favor to call upon me in London. I shall have great pleasm'e in testifying 
at any time the great benefit which the army, lately under my command, 
derived from the spherical case shot in two actions with the enemy, a benefit 
which I am convinced will he enjoyed whenever they shall be judiciously 
and skilfully used. 

VOL, III, 
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I consider it, however, to be very desirable that this invention, and the 
use which the British army have made of it, should not be made public. 
Our enemies are not aware of the cause of the effect of our artillery, of 
which they have complained ; and we may depend upon it that any public 
mention, or notice, of the benefit which we have derived from this descrip- 
tion of shot, would induce them immediately to adopt it. 

At die same time I consider Col. Shrapnell to bo entitled to a reward for 
his ingentiity and the science ho has proved he possesses by tljo perfection 
to which he has brought this invention, and, more particularly so, because 
I am of opinion that the public interests require that the advantages which 
we have derived from the use of the shot should not be made public, and 
he is thus deprived of the fame and honor which he would have enjoyed. 

I am ready to give this opinion whenever it may be wished, and to assist 
by every means in ray power to produce a reward for Lieut. Col. Shrapnell. 

I have thought proper to trouble you so far on this subject, as you have 
expressed a great interest in it. 

To Major Gten. Spencer. Dublin Castle, 22nd Oct. 1808. 

I received your very kind letter yesterday upon my arrival here, and I 
am very much obliged to you for it. I had intended to write to you from 
London, but I was much hurried while I was there, and I found that there was 
no ship going to Coruna, where I think a letter is most likely to reach you. 

You will have seen in the newspapers the attacks which have been 
made upon me, as well as upon Sir H. Dalrymple and Sir H. Burrard ; 
and that I have my full share, at least, of tlie blame witli which the public 
have received the Convention in Portugal. I never approved of but one 
point in that Convention, viz., the allowing the French to withdraw with 
their arms and baggage. This 1 thought expedient, viewing the relative 
state of the two armies on the evening of the 22d Aug. ; that the French 
had their retreat open, and that we had at that time no means of prevent- 
ing it ; and considering that we should, in all probability, be glad, in the 
month of December, to give them the same terms which wo had given in 
August : so far I approved ; but I disapproved of the whole of the detail 
of both the Armistice and the Convention. 

However, notwithstanding the calumny and abuse of which I am the 
object, for measures not my own, and against which I gave my opinion, 
I have neither lost ray temper nor my spirits ; and I look with pride and 
satisfaction at the confidence and kindness of yourself and the olEcers of 
the army, who, after all, are the beat judges of my conduct, and at the affec- 
tion of ray friends. The King, the Prince of Wales, and the Duke of York, 
received me most graciously ; and I think I may defy Uie mob of London. 

The transactions in Portugal must be inquired into ; and my intention is 
to wait with patience for the result of the inquiry, for my justification with 
the public. I shall adopt no illegitimate means of setting them right, and 
shall neither publish any thing myself, nor authorise a publication by any 
body else j nor shall I, in order to raise myself in the public opinion, state 
circumstances respecting the difference of opinion between Sir H. Burrard 
and myself, on the 20th and 21st Aug., allliough those circumstances led 
to tire expediency of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal. As the 
truth, however, must be told upon the inquiry, it is very possible that those 
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circumstances may come out ; but they shall not be brought forward by 
me, unless I should be questioned upon them. 

The worst of lliis inquiry is, that I fear it may keep me for some time 
from the army. I must wait, until it is decided in England what course 
shall he taken in respect to Sir H. Dalrymple. If his conduct is to be 
inquired into immediately, I shall go over and give my evidence, and then 
join the army, and shall possibly see you before much time will elapse. If 
it should not be inquired into, till more ofiScers than me are in the way to 
be examined, I shall then join the array also immediately. In short, in 
either case I hope to see you soon j and I have come over here only to 
arrange the business of my office till Sir Hew shall arrive, and the mode 
and period of the inquiry shall be settled. I enclose you a letter which I 

have received from Mrs. . I wish that I could have done sometliing 

more substantial for her. 

Pray remember me kindly to Hill, and all friends with the army. 

P.S. I conclude that Nightingall is on his way home. Ferguson is 
better, and is gone to Scotland, but will soon be back, and will join the 
army. I shall be much obliged to you to desire somebody to buy 2 or 3 
mules for me, and leave them for me at Coruna. The American Consul, 
Dos Santosj will take care of them for me. 

To J. W. Cniker, Dublin Castle, 23d Oct. 1808. 

I have just received your letter of the llfh inst., and I am very much 
obliged to you for the kindness towards me which dictated it. 

I acknowledge that I have not read even one, much less all, the calum- 
nies which have been circulated against me during my absence in Portugal ; 
but, upon a full consideration of the case, I have determined that I will 
not publish myself, or authorise others the publication of any thing in my 
defence. The late transactions in Portugal must be inquired into ; and 
the result of that inquiry will show what share I had in them, and how far 
I deserve what has been said against me. 

I am, however, as much obliged to you for your kind offer of assistance 
as if I had accepted your services. 

P.S. I wish that you would call upon me at the Castle about 2 o’clock, 
as I want to speak to you. 

To . Dublin Castle, 23th Oct. 1808. 

I have had tlie honor to receive your letter of tlie 23rd inst. I am highly 
flattered by your favorable opinion, and much obliged by your intention 
to enlighten the public mind in respect to the late transactions in Portu- 
gal. But, as I have determined that I will neither publish, nor authorise 
the publication of, any thing upon that subject, I must decline to answer 
the queries which your letter contains relating to it. 

To Major Barclay. Dublin Castle^ 28th Oct. 1808. 

I have received your letter of the 25th Feb,, and my Marhatta prize 
money, and my bazaar money to the period of my departure, for which I 
return you my thanks. I rejoice to find that you are employed by Sir G. 
Barlow, and I have no doubt but that you will make yourself useful to him. 

k2 
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You will have heard that I commanded the army in Portugal for some 
time, and I was equally, if not more fortunate against tlie French, tlian 1 
was against the Marhattas. I never saw such desperate fighting as we 
had ou the 11th Aug., or troops receive such a beating as the French did 
on the 21st; and it is unfortunate that I was not allowed to carry my own 
measures into execution after the action of that day. If T had, we should 
have destroyed them entirely. As usual, I had an unanimous army, who 
would have undertaken any thing for me ; and I took care that the troops 
should be well provided with every thing they wanted. 

You will also have seen that the public are not satisfied with the result 
of the transactions in Portugal ; and I think they have attributed to me 
more than my share of the blame for them. When the action of the 21st Aug. 
was not followed up, when the principle of all my measures was altered, 
and tlie corps which I had proposed should cut tlie French off from their 
strongholds south of the Tagus was diverted from its destination, it was 
very clear to me that we should never get the French out of Portugal 
excepting by an agreement ; and that we should bo very glad to make an 
agreement with them in December, after we should have lost half our army, 
if we had refused to make it in August. You will see my reasoning upon 
this subject detailed more fully in a letter to tlie Secretary of State, of which 
I enclose a copy. So far I agreed with the arrangements of tliat period. 
As to every thing else, I ohjected to it not in the form of protest, ns is 
stated by my zealous defenders in the newspapers, but in reasoning with 
the Commander in Chief ; and I signed tlie armistice, not because he or- 
dered me, for I certainly might have declined it, but because ho desired 
me, and I did not choose, and did not think it proper for me, to set myself 
up as the head of a party against him on the day of his arrival. 

I have no objection to your showing the enclosed to any friend of mine 
in the East Indies, for I consider that all my friends have a right to an 
explanation of the reasons which induced me to sign my name to the 
armistice; but it must not be printed on any account, and no copy must 
be taken of it, as I am determined that I will not publish, or authorise Hie 
publication by others, of a single line upon this subject. 

Pray remember me moat kindly to all my friends. I don’t write 
by this opportunity to Malcolm, because I think it possible that ho may be 
in Persia, and my letter might fall into hands which ought not to possess 
it. But I beg you to show him this letter, if he should be in India ; and 
tell him that his brother Pultenoy was our Commodore on tlie expedition 
to Portugal, that I lived with him in the Donegal for some time, and that 
he is in great style. His ship appears to have been made head-quarters 
by most of the Generals who came successively from England after I had 
marched. If Malcolm should ho in Persia, and you should think the com- 
munication with him secure, write him the purport of this letter and of 
the enclosed, 

I received a letter from Col. Close while I was in Portugal ; and I 
win write to him as soon os I can get a moment’s leisure. In the mean 
time I heg you to communicate to him and to Wilks the enclosed 
letter, and this if you like it. 

Present my best respects to Sir G. Barlow. 
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Dublin Castle, 9th Jan. 1P09. 

P.S. I have had no opportunity of sending this letter till now. 

You will have seen that 1 have been in London since I wrote it, to 
attend the Court of Inquiry, of which you will see the ridiculous report 
in the newspapers. I enclose a printed copy of the narratives and state- 
ments which I put on the minutes of the Court ; which you may show as 
well as this letter to my friends. 

Vise. Castlereagh to H.ll.H. the Commander in Chief. Doirning Street, 29th Oct. ISOS. 

I am to signify to your Royal Highness, His Majesty’s pleasure, that a full in- 
vestigation by a Court of Inquiry should be made as soon as possible into the late 
Armistice and Convention concluded in Portugal, and into all the circumstances 
connected therewith. 

It is considered, from the nature of the transaction, that the proceeding by a 
Court of Inquiry, in tlie first instance, will best bring before His Majesty a full 
explanation of all the considerations and causes which may have influenced the 
conclusion of the said Armistice and Convention, and ultimately lead to a just 
ju^ment thereupon. 

I am further to state to your Royal Highness the importance of giving to this 
inquiry every degree of solemnity and publicity which usage and precedent have 
in like cases admitted of ; and that the court be specially instructed, not only to 
i-raort an opinion upon tlie matter referred to them, but also to s\ibmjt to His 
Majesty what it may be, in their judgment, fit to he done thereupon. 

Your Royal Higlmess will be pleased to receive His Majesty’s pleasure, with 
respect to the proper measures fur carrying these His Majesty’s commands into 
execution. 

To ■. Dublin Castle, 3rd Nov. 1808. 

I have received your letter of the 28th Oct., and 1 am very sensible of 
your kindness towards me ; but I have determined that 1 will not publish, 
and I will not authorise the publication of a single word on the subject to 
which you refer. The inquiry which must be made into the late transac- 
tions in Portugal must show the public (hat they have done me great 
injustice. 

I am happy to hear of your hopes of the amendment of the state of the 
county of Keriy. With every desire on the part of the Lord Lieutenant 
to appoint you to a situation which you will like better than that which 
you now fill, I apprehend that it will he found most difficult to appoint 
you to one, of which the duties will not take up a great part of your time. 
The oflicc which you now hold allows of your residence in the county of 
Kerry, which is a great benefit to the public, and I should think must be 
a convenience to you. 

To Capt. P. Malcolm, R.N. London, I'Jtli Nov. 1808. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of tlie 11th, and parti- 
cularly so for the kindness towards me which has induced you to stay at 
home to he examined before the Court of Inquiry. It will meet on Mon- 
day, but, I imagine, will not proceed to the examination of evidence for a 
day or two. 

When you come to town, I can give you a bed here, and you will be as 
heartily welcome as I have often been in your ships. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. London, 14fli Nov. 1808. 

After I saw you on Saturday I spoke to Col. Gordon, and he agreed 
entirely in opinion with me, that it was expedient to recommend Gen. 
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Spencer to tihe King, at an early period, for some mark of His Majesty’s 
favor; but he promised to speak to the Duke of York upon the subject. 

I have always been of opinion that I should not be able to convince tlie 
public of the goodness of my motives for signing the armistice ; and the 
late discussions in Middlesex and ehsewhere, and the paragraphs in the 
newspapers, which, after all, rule every thing in this country, tend to con- 
vince me that it is determined that I shall not have the benefit of an 
acquittal ; and that the news-writers and the orators of the day arc deter- 
mined to listen to nothing in my justification. I am therefore quite cer- 
tain that the government will not be able to recommend me for any mark 
of the King’s favor, to which tliey might otherwise think me entitled. If 
this turns out to be true, the ministers will be obliged to recommend that 
a mark of the King’s favor should he conferred on Gen, Spencer, and not 
on me, although both were employed on the same service, and this after an 
inquiry will have been held in which my conduct will have been investigated. 
They will be obliged to adopt this line, notwithstanding that I hope they 
will he convinced of the propriety of my conduct, and the goodness of 
my motives in every instance ; or they must determine not to confer upon 
Gen. Spencer those marks of the King’s favor which his services un- 
doubtedly merit. 

I have no doubt of the alternative which the ministers will be inclined 
to adopt. I am convinced that Spencer himself will urge thorn not to 
think of him, if the King’s favor cannot be oxtonded to mo, and thus he 
will lose what he so well deserves. I am convinced that this will bo the 
result of any further delay. 

I wish, therefore, that you would immediately reoommeud Sjumcer for 
what you think ho ought to have. Tljcre can he no dotiht of his merit on 
every ground ; and nobody can with reason complain that an injustice is 
done to me, because even my most sanguine friends cannot think that I 
am in a situation to receive any mark of His Majesty’s favor. 

I wish you would turn this subject over in your mind, and you will 
discover that great difficulties will be avoided by adopting immediately the 
measure which I most earnestly recommend. 

P.S. It is said that Spencer would not like to accept any mark of the 
King’s favor at present ; but I am convinced that I shall be able to prevail 
with him. 

To tUo Duke of Rickmond. London, 18lh Nov. 1808. 

* # Dt * tji ^ 

I attended the Court of Inquiry yesterday, and the whole day was 
employed in reading the dispatches to and from mo. Afterwards Sir H. 
Dairy mple read something from a paper, complaining of the misrepre- 
sentations in the newspapers, which he attributed to mo and my friends; 
this gave me an opportunity, which I wished for, of explaining that I acted 
by his desire, and not by his order, in signing the armistice. The news- 
papers have, as usual, misrepresented what both of us said; but I have 
made a note of what I said from tho short hand writer’s notes, which I 
propose to put on the minutes to-morrow, of which note I enclose a copy, 

I think that the Court of Inquiry will he over in about a week if they 
stick to their business as they ought. 
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To the Rt Hon. . Dublin Castle, 25th Oct. 1808. 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst., and I should he very 
happy to have an opportunity of forwarding your views for the promo- 
tion of your step-son, Mr. * » * and I will accordingly make appli- 
cation for his promotion to the Commander in Chief. I must inform 
you, however, that an oflScer is rarely, if ever, promoted from an Ensigncy 
to a Lieutenancy in a regiment to which he does not belong ; and this 
injustice to Ensigns in the regiment to which it may he desired to pro- 
mote him is never done when such regiment is employed on active ser- 
vice. I must also inform you that the promotion of Mr. * * * * to a 
Lieutenancy in a regiment now employed in Portugal or Spain would not, 
of course, place him in either of tliose countries, as each of these regi- 
ments has a 2d battalion, now in England or Ireland, and he would be in 
the first instance the junior Lieutenant of the 2d batt. Under these 
circumstances the application which I shall make for Mr. * * » * 
promotion will probably not be successful ; and if successful, will not 
accomplish the object which you have in view in making it ; but still I 
shall make it to H.R.H. the Commander in Chief, in order to show my 
respect for you, and my desire to gratify you. 


To Lieut. Col. Gordon, Military Secretary. Dublin Castle, 29th Oct. 1808. 

I enclose a letter to me, and a memorial to H. R. H., which I have re- 
ceived from Major Travers, of the 95th regt. ; and I can assure you with 
great truth that no troops could behave better on all occasions than those 
of the detachment of the 95th regt. j and there was no officer of his rank 
with whom I had more reason to he satisfied than Major Travers, during 
the period that I commanded the army. From the nature of the country, 
and the description of troops, such os the 95th are, they were probably 
more exposed and more frequently engaged than the others ; and as I 
have had many opportunities of testifying, they always conducted them- 
selves well. 

To Lieut. Gen. — % Dublin Castle, 30th Oct. 1808, 

Your letter of the 26th Aug. was sent to Portugal, and did not arrive 
there till after I had quitted that country, and I only received it two days 
ago. I should not have recommended you in any case to serve with the 
Portuguese troops, because their conduct was not likely to do you credit ; 
and I doubt the expediency of your serving with the Spaniards, for, to 
tell you the truth, I don’t give credit to the histories we see in the papers 
of their successes. The public opinion and hope must be kept up in 
Spain, as in other countries, by success ; and it is a venial offence to con- 
ceal disasters and exaggerate successes, of which I know the Spanish pro- 
vincial governments are guilty. Our foolish editors of newspapers copy 
from the Spanish newspapers all they see, and the gulls of England be- 
lieve all that the English newspapers tell them. 

In point of fact the Spaniards have had no great success excepting 
against Dupont, and in the defence of Zaragoza. From the manner in 
which the story of the first was told, and supported by evidence, and 
comparing that with the histories of other successes, I am convinced that. 
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if there is any foundation for them, it is hut very small ; and that the 
corps of French troops said to have been cut off in Catalonia, Valencia, 
Murcia, and Estremadura were at most straggling battalions, or probably 
even individuals. With regard to the last, I believe that the Spaniards 
have a good intrenched position at Zaragoza, which the citizens have 
defended manfully; but on the other Iiand, the French have never been 
able to attack it with heavy cannon. 

Under tliese circumstances, and adverting to the temper of the public, 
I should doubt the expediency of your serving with the Spaniards. They 
must meet with severe reverses ; and with their usual liberality, the good 
people of England will be disposed to attribute to an English general the 
reverses of their friends the Spaniards, which they do not at present 
expect, and will not believe can happen under any otlier circumstances 
whatever. I therefore recommend to you not to go to the Spaniards at 
present ; hut if you should still wish it. I’ll bear your wishes in mind, and 
try what I can do for you when I shall return to the army, which I hope 
will be in a short time, 

To Aim. Whitaheil. Dublin Castle, 31st Oct. 1808. 

I am very much obliged to you for your kind letter of the 2i)th, which 
I have just received. I think that if I had been allowed to bring the 
operations in Portugal to a conclusion, the public would not have been so 
much displeased with them as they appear to be with the late transactions 
in that country. However, that is a misfortune to be lamented, and can- 
not now be avoided ; but I hope it will be a lesson to our ministers, 
in future, not to incur the risk of altering the principle on which an 
operation is conducted in the middle of it. Pray make my best respects 
to Mrs. Whitshed. 

To the Duke of Foitland, IC.6. Oubliu Castle, Ist Nov. 1808. 

1 have the honor to enclose a letter which has been transmitted to me 
for your Grace from Capt. Baker, of H.M.S. Kangaroo. In forwarding 
this letter to your Grace, I cannot avoid to mention to you tliat Capt. 
Baker waited upon the coast of Portugal for some days for my dispatches, 
with great politeness to me ; that I believe it is usual to give promotion to 
an ofScer who brings home dispatches upon important events, such as those 
to which the dispatches in question referred ; and that I have recommended 
Capt. Baker in consequence. 

To Mr. . London, 19th Nov. 1808. 

I have received your letter, and am much obliged to you. I must 
always consider it a gross injustice to those who are obliged to appear 
before the Court of Inquiry to publish any part of tlie proceedings till 
the whole will be concluded, and that such publication must tend to mis- 
lead the public. The Court of Inquiry has desired that its proceedings 
should not be published ; and, therefore, although I should be happy to 
assist you in any way, I must decline either to furnish you with materials, 
or to correct any thing for you, till the whole shall be brought to a con- 
clusion, and it should be -understood that there is no objection to publica- 
tion in any quarter. 
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COURT OF INQUIRY. 


OE R. 

lEiiEAS We were pleaeed, in the month of July, 1808, to constitute and 
t Lieut Gen. Sir H. Ualrymple, Kt, to the command of a body of our 
employed to act on the coasts of Spain and Portugal, or in such other part 
Continent of Europe as he might afterwards he directed to ; and the said 
nant General did, pursuant to our instructions transmitted to him, proceed 
tugal, and did, on the 22d Aug. 1808, land in that country, and take 
iiimself tlie command of the said body of our forces accordingly; and 
IS it appears that on the same day (22d Aiig.), and subsequeutly to his 
’ assumed the command, an armistice was concluded,* 

I think it necessary that an inquiry should he made, by the General ofRcers 
amed, into the conditions of the said Armistice and Couvention,f and into 
causes and circumstances (whether arising from the previous operations of 
tish army, or otherwise) whicli led to them, and into the conduct, beliaviour 
oceedings of the said Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple, and of any otlier officer 
ers who may have held the command of our troops in Portugal, and of 
lier person or jiersons, as far as the same were connected with the said 
ice and Convention, in order that tlie said General officers may leport to 
:Iiing the mutters aforesaid, for our better information. 

r will and pleasure tliercfore is, and we do hereby nominate and appoint tlie 

II officers of our army whose names are respectively mentioned in the list t 
id, to he a Board, of wliich we do hereby appoint Gen. SirD. Dundas, K.B,, 
'resident, who are to meet accordingly for the pui’poses above mentioned. 
3U are hereby required to give notice to the said General officers, when and 
they arc to meet for the said examination and inquiry ; and you are licrcby 
d to summon such persons as may be judged necessary by the .said General 

(whether the General officers employed in the expedition or otliers) to 
formation touching the said matters, or whose examination shall be desired 
ie employed in uie said expedition. And the said General oiiicers are 
directed to hear such persons as shall offer to give information touching 
fie ; and tlicy are hereby authorised, empowered, and required, strictly to 
le into the matters before mentioned, and to report a state tliereof as it s)iall 
to them, together with their opinion thereupon; and also with tlicir opinion 
ir any and what further proceedings should be had thereupon. All which 
i to transmit to our Commauder in Cliief, to be by him laid before us for 


3 tile Armistice and Convention already printcil, pp. 104, 105, 106, 

0 Inquiry into tlie Convention (commonly called the Coiivcolion of Ciulra, althongli 
and signed at Lisbon) was held at the Royal College at Chelsea, from llie l-lth 
the 27th Deo. 1808. 

iroceeilings are of too great length to insert in detail in this work : tlie compiler has, 
e, extracted those passages only in which Sir A. Wellesley, in his several nddiiesses, 
es, questions, and answers, appeared before tlie Court; in addition to wliich a 
ry of the proceedings is added. As is usual on Courts of Inquiry and Courts 
, the questions are put to those who are examined, in the second person, through 
ge Advocate. They are aiisweied sometimes in the second, and at other times in 
d person, and are thus inserted in tlie proceedings. This will account for tlie want 
icuity in the answers in fins respect : hut they are copied vetiatim from the pro- 
B published ‘ by authority.’ 

ns. the Earl of Moira, Peter Cniig, and Lord Heathilcld ; and Lieut. Qciis. fiie 
Pembroke, Sir G. Nugent, and O. Nieliolls. 
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our conaidevation. And for ao doing tliia shall be, as well to you as to our said 
General offlcers and all otlievs concerned, a sufficient warrant. 

‘Given at our Court at St. James’s, this first day of Nov. 1808, in the 49th year 
of oiur reign, 

‘ By His Majesty’s command, 

*J. POLTEUEV. 

‘ To Onr right tnisty and well beloved Councillor, 

the I-Ioii. 11, Ryder, Judge Advocate Gen. of our Forces, or his Deputy.’ 

At a meeting of the Board of General officers appointed to inquire into tlio 

Convention, &c. in Portugal, by His Majesty’s Warrant bearing date the 1st 

Nov. 1808, at tlie Great Hall in Chelsea College, on Monday the Mth day of 

the same month ; 

President ; Gen. Sir D. Dimdas, K.B. 

Members : Gen. F. Earl of Moira, Gen. P. Craig, Gen, F. Lord Hcatbfield, 
Lieut. Gen. G. Earl of Pembroke, K.G., Lieut. Gen. Sir G. Nugent, Bart., Lieut. 
Gen. O. Nicbolls. 

Sir A. Wellesley addressed the Board as follows: 

‘ I hope that in delivering this my narrative to tlie Court I shall be permitted to 
make a few observations upon the paper which has been read by Sir I-I. 
Dalvymple. 

‘ I have 03 much reason to complain as he has that the writers in the newspapers 
should for some weeks p.aat have amused the public with supposed accoimts and 
commeuts on the late transactions in Portugal, and most particularly that tliey 
should have ventured to state some of them from wlmt they call authority from 
me or my friends. 

' I never said, nor ever authorised any body to say, and more I can venture to 
say, that no person eoinieoted with me, as my relations, friends, or aides de camp, 
or otherwise in tlie service, ever gave any authority to any publisher of a news- 
paper, or anybody else, to declare that I was compelled, or oven ordered, to sign 
the paper to which my name appears. It is true that I w.is present when the 
Arn)i.s-tice was negotiated by the Commander in Chief, and 1 did assist in his 
negotiations, and I signed it by desire of the Commander in C1)ief: but 1 never 
said, and never will say, tiint tlie expression of tlie desire of the Commander in 
Cliief was in the shape of an order wliicii it was not in my power to disobey, iinicli 
less of conipiilsian. I thoiiglit it niy duty to comply with tin's desire of the Com- 
mander in Chief from the wish wliicli I Imve always felt, according to wliich I 
have always acted, to caivy into effect tlie ordora and objects of those placed in 
command over me, however I miglit diff'or in opinion with them. I certainly did 
differ in opinion with the Commander in Chief upon more than one point in the 
detail of what I was thus called upon to sign, as I shall show liereaftor ; hut as I 
concurred in and advised tlie adoption of the principle of the measure, viz., that 
tile French should ho allowed to evacuate Portugal, for reasons which I shall state 
at a future period, I did not tliink proper to refuse to sign the paper on account of 
my disagreement on the details. 

‘ I have thought it necessary to say thus much upon this subject ; and T now beg 
leave to deliver in a narrative of my proceedings from tlie time I took upon me 
tlie command of tlie army at Cork to the moment at which I delivered over the 
command to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrnrd, on tho afternoon of the 20th.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley accordingly delivered in his narrative j which was laid upon 
tlie table, together with the narrative delivered in by Sir H. Dalrymple. 

Sir A. Wellesley, oii a subsequent day, read the narrative, wliicli he had before 
deliveied in, as follows: 

‘Gen. Sill D. Ddmuas, 

‘ Mv Loans and Gentlemen, 

‘ Having received tho directions of the .fudge Advocate General to attend you 
here this day, witli as much detailed information in writing os I may Uiink proper 
to offer, of my proceedings from the time I sailed with the troops from Ireland to 
the time I gave up the cominand to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard, I have now the 
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lionor to submit to llic Court of Iiuiuiry copies of my dispatclies to the See. of 
Stiite, detailing my proccodiiigs. 

'As these proceedings are fully detailed in the dispatches which contain an 
account of my motives for my actions at the moment I carried them into oxccnlion, 
1 should ho s:itialicd if the Court were to form an opinion upon a consideration of 
thuir contents ; but ns tlic Court have expressed a desire, at tbc same time, to 
have n nai'rative of my proceedings, I have drawn one out principally from the 
dispatclies, 

‘I sailed from Cork in the im the 12lh July; I went on board the 

Crocodile on tiio iStb, and sailed to Coruna, where I arrived on the 20th July. 
1 there found that the French hud, on llie Idtli, defeated the arinii's of Castillo uiid 
Galicia, under Gens. Cnc.sta and jjliike; but, having snnndcd tbc Jiiiila respecting 
their wi.sh to have the assistance of tbc army under my command, in the existing 
crisis of their attiiirs, they declared explicitly that they did not want the assistance 
of troop; but, eventually, arms and ainmimition, and money immediately. A 
sum at £200,000 for their use had arrived on the 20th, and their requisition for 
arms niid auumuiitiou was sent home iinmodintoly. The Junta of Galicia at the 
same time expressed the greatest anxiety that the troops under my connnaiul 
should he employed in driving the French out of I’nrtugul, ns they were per- 
suaded that the Spaniards of the north and south of the Pcuinsida could never 
have any decided success independently of each other, and could never make any 
great simultaneous effort to remove the French from Spain till they sliould be 
driven from Portugal, and the British troops in that lUngdom should connect the 
operations of the northern and the southern Spanish armies. The Junta of Galicia, 
at the same time, strongly recommended to me to land in the north of Portugal, in 
order that 1 might bring forward and avail myself of the Portuguese ti'oops which 
the govermnent of Oporto were collecting in the iieighhourhood of that city. I 
Imve to observe to the Court, tliat they will not see, in my diapiitehos to the Sec. 
of State from Cornua, the detail of the wishes mid seiUimeuls of the Junta on my 
pi, III of operations, boeaiiHe they did not come regularly within the scope of a 
military dispatcli ; hut the suliject is moiilioiicd in my dispatch to Gen. Spencer 
of the 2(itli July. 

' I sailed IVom Corufiaou the 22d, mid joined the licet oif Capo Fim'slcrro next 
day, and (luitted it again at night, mul went to Oporto, in order to hold a con- 
ference with the llishcipaud the Generid ollleersiu the eommimd of the Portuguese 
troops. On my arrival at Oporto, on the 21lh, I received a letter from the Ad- 
miral, Sir C. Cotton, in which he ruceramended to me to leave the troops either at 
Oporto or at tlie mouth of the Mondego river, and to proceed to Lisbon in a 
frigate, to communicate with him before I should delcrmme upon the phm of 
operations and the lauding place. The result of the- coiifemicc which I had on 
tlie night of the 24th with the Bishop and the General oificeis of the Poituguoso 
army was an agroomeut, that ahout 5000 Portuguese troops should he sent forward 
to eo-opernte with me against tlie enemy; that the reimiiiider of the Portuguese 
troo 2 i,s, amoimliiig to about IJiOO, mid a Sjuiniah corps of about 1600 men, then on 
its niareli froiii Galicia, ami another .small Spanish corps of about 1300 men, iiml 
all tlic Portuguese armed iieasantry, should remain in the iieigbbourhood of 
Ojjorto, ami in tlie jirovinee of Tins os Montes; apart to be enqihq'cd in the 
blockade of Aliiioida, and a part in the defence of the ))roviiice of Trns os Montes, 
wbicb province was supposed to be tbreatened by an attack from the French corps 
under Marsbal Bossidres, since the defeat of the Spanish armies under Blake and 
Cuosta at llio Seco, on the 14th July. The Bishop of Oporto likewise promised 
to supply the army under niy command with mules and other moans of carriage, 
and witli slaughter cattle. 

‘ I sailed from Oporto on the morning of tlio 25th, and joined the fleet, and 
settled with Cupt. Malcolm that it should go to Mondego hay ; and I left it again 
that night, and went to the month of the Tagus to confer with the Admiral. I 
joined him on the evening of the 2(itli ; mid I there received letters from Gen. 
Sjioncer, at Puerto (le S'a Maria, in wliieli ho informed me that lie had Imided his 
corjis 111 Aiubihisiii, at the request of Ibu Juiitn of Seville, and he did not think it 
projier to embark it again till he should receive further orders from me ; and he 
appeared to think that my presence in Audahisiu, and the iit,sisUiiieo of the troops 
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under my command, were necessary to enable Gen. Castanos to defeat Gen. 
Dupont. 

‘As I was of opinion that the most essentia! object for the Sjianiards, <i.s well as 
for ns, was to drive the Frejicli from Portugal, and that neitlior his coips nor niiiio 
was sufficiently strong, when separate, to he of much service anywhere, and that 
when joined they might effect the object which had been deemed of most iuipor- 
tanee in England and in Galicia, 1 immediately dispatched orders to Gen. Spencer 
to embark his troops), unle.ss ho should be sictimlly engaged in an operation wliicli 
lie could not relinquish without loss to the Spaniards, and to join mo off tha cosist 
Ilf Portugal. 

‘The result of the infonnation which I received from Gen. Spencer, of the 
el reiigth of the French army in Portugal, was, that they consisted of more than 
20,000 men. The accounts of their nnmbera which I received from the .'tdiniml, 
and iiad received from the Portuguese, did not make their force so large ; hut, 
upon the whole, I was induced to believe that they had not less than from 10,000 
to 18,000 men. Of this number they had from 600 to 800 in the fort of Almeida, 
000 or 800 in Elvas, 800 in Peuiche, 1000 or 1800 in Setiival, and tlie rcniaindcr 
were considered about 14,000, dispcsahle for the defence of Lisbon, and the forts 
on the Tagus. The whole of this disposable force was at this time in the neigli- 
bourhood of Lisbon, excepting about 2400 men at Alcobaqa, imder Gen. 
Tliomidre. 

‘ I considered with the Admiral the propriety of carrying into execution ony of 
the proposed plans of attack upon tlio Tagus, or upon the coast in the neiglihour- 
hood of tho Hock at Lisbon; and it .appeared to us both that all the attacks upon 
the river, which had been proposed to govermnciit, were iiiipracticiihle ; that tho 
attack upon Cascaes buy was likcwi-se so ; that a landing in miy of tlio sninil bays 
in the neiglibonvliood of the Hock was a matter of ooasidcrnlile dilHculty nl iiiiy 
time, and that there was a risk that if a part of the army, or even tlio whole army 
were landed, tho state of tho svnf which prevails upon the wiiole coast of Portugal 
might prevent the diaumbarkation of tlio rear in tho one cn.se, and of tho stores 
and provisions which wore necessary in tho other. At all events, llie dhonihark- 
ation would be made in the ncigbbouvbood of the whole disposable force of tlio 
French army ; and the British troops would be exposed to their attack on their 
lutiding, pronahly in a crippled state, and certainly not in a very efficient state. 
By making our aiseiiiharkutlon in one of the hays near the Ruck of Lisbon, it w!t.s 
certain that wo should not liave the advantage which, at lliat time, wo expected to 
derive from the co-operation of llie Portuguese troops. It iippenred to us that the 
fort of Peniclie, whicli was garrisoned by the enemy, would prevent the disem- 
barkation under tlie .shelter of that pcniiisiila; and tlicrefoie it appeared to tiie 
Admiral and to me, that it would he most advisable to disembark tlie troops in 
the Mondego river. 

‘ I quitted the Admiral off the Tagus on the 27tli, and joined the fleet of trans- 
ports oft’ the Mondego on tlio 30lb. i there received infonnation from govern- 
ment, dated tlie Iflth July, that they intended to reinforce tlie army under luy 
command witli 5000 men, under the command of Brig. Gen. Acland, in the first 
instance, and eventually witli tiie corps, consisting of 10,000 men, wliicli liad been 
under the command of Sir J. Moore in Sweden; and that Sir H. Dairyiiiple was 
appointed to comiiiaiid the army. I was likewise) directed to cai-ry into e.xeciilion 
the instructions which I had received, if I conceived that my force was sufflcieiitlv 
strong. 

‘ Besides these dispatches from government, I received information, on my arrival 
at the Mondego, of the defeat of tlio French coips under Dupont by the Spanisli 
army under Castanos, on tlie 20th July ; and I was convinced that Gen. Spencer, 
if he did not cnihavk immediately upon receiving mtclligciice of that event, would 
do so as soon ns ho should receive my orders of the 2(itli July : I Iheveforo con- 
sidered liis arrival as oortnin, and I Inid reason to o.\peet tho arrival of Gen. 
Acland’s corps every moment, as I had been iiifornicd that it was to sail from 
Harwich and the Downs on the 10th July, I also received acconntii, at tlie siniie 
time, that Gon, Loiaon had been detached from Lisbon across (lie Tiigiis into 
Alentejo on the 27tli .Tnly, in order (o snlidiic the in.siiiTection in that proviiicu, 
and open the comminiication will) Jiivas. 'J’lio iusnrgenis had liitcly lieen joined 
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by about 1000 men from the Spanish army of JSstroniadiira, and the insmtvctioii 
had made considerable progress, and was become formidable in Alenteio. 

‘ I therefore considered that 1 might commence the disembarkation of the troops, 
without risk of their being attacked by superior numbers before one or both the 
reinforcements should airive ; and 1 was induced to disembark iinmediatel}', not 
only because the troops were likely to be better equipped, and more able to march 
in proportion as they should have been longer on shore, but because I had reason 
to believe that the Portuguese had been much discouraged by seeing the troops 
so long in the ships after the fleet had arrived in Mondego bay ; and 1 was cer- 
tain tiiey would suspect our inclination or our ability to contend with the Prench, 
if they had not been disembarked ns soon as 1 returned from the Tagus. I there- 
fore determined to disembark ns soon as the weather and the state of the surf 
would permit us, and we commenced the disembarkation on the 1st Aug. 

‘ The difficulties of landing, occasioned by' the surf, were so great, that the wliole 
of the corps were not diseniharked till the 5th, on which day Gen. Spencer 
arrived, and his corps on the 6th. He had embarked at Puerto de S'a Maria on 
the 2Ist July, when he had heard of the defeat of Dupont by Castunos, and had 
not received the dispatclies addressed to him by me on the 26th J uiy. Gen. 
Spencer disembarked on the 7th and 8tli, on which night the whole army was in 
readiness to march forward. 

‘ Prom the 1st Aug. to that day the time had been usefully spent hi procuring 
the means for moving with the army the necessary stores, provisions, and naggage, 
and in arranging those menus in the moat adViSiitageous manner to the difleveiit 
departments : tlie cavalry and the artillery received a large remount of horses, 
means were procured of moving with the army a sufficient supply of am- 
munition and military stores, and a seosuuahle supply of hospital stores j lint 
I determined to march towards Lisbon by that road which passes nearest to 
the sea coast, in order that 1 might communicate with Cupt. Blieh, of the J//i ed, 
who attended tlio movements of the army with a fleet of \ ictnallers and store 
ships. The comrauuicatioii with this fleet, however, it was obvious, would be very 
precarious, as well on accoimt of the state of the surf on the co.ist, in the different 
points of rendezvous wliioh lind been settled, ns because it iniglit happen that it 
woidd he more advantageous to tlie aimy to take another line of maveh, passing 
farther inland. 1 therefore made arrangements for caiTving with the army such 
n supplv of the articles of first nece.ssity as should render it independent of the 
fleet till it should reach the Tagus, if circumstances should prevent the coinmurii- 
cation with the fleet, or should render it advantageous to relinquish it. 

‘In the same period of time I also armed the Portuguese troops, and ascertained, 
as far as lay in ray power, the degi'ee of their discipline and efficiency, and recom- 
mended and superintended tlieir organisation. I Dffered such a sum of money as 
the funds of tlie many could afford, to defray any expense which it might be 
deemed necessary to incur in tlieir eqnipinciit for tlie field, which was declined by 
the Portuguese General ofilcei'S ; and I met these gentlemen at Monte Mur o 
Velho on the 7tli, and arranged with them the plan of our operations and march, 
which was delayed for the main body of the army till the 10th, at their desire, fur 
the convenience of the Portuguese troops. 

‘ On tlie 8th I wrote a letter to Sir H. Burraid, which I left with Capt. Malcolm, 
of tlie Donegal, to he delivered to him upon his arrival at tlie Mondi-go, detailing 
all the civcnrastances of our situation, and recommending for his consideration a 
plan of operations for the corps under the command of Sir J. Mooi-e. The Court 
will find the copy of tliis letter enclosed in my dispatch to Lord Castlerengli of the 
8th Aug, 

‘ The advanced guard inarched on the 9tli, supported by the brigades under Gen. 
Hill and Gen. Ferguson, as 1 had hc.srd that Gen. Laborde had collected his own 
corps and Gen. Tiiomidie’s, consisting of from .1000 to COOO men, in the neigii- 
bourhood of Leiria, which place he threatened, as it contained a magazine formed 
for the use of the Portuguese army. On the lOtli the main body followed, and 
the advanced guard arrived at Leiria on the lOth, and the main body on the lltli. 

‘ I received a letter from Mr. Stuart and Col. Doyle at Coruna, on ihe lOtli, 
detailing the inefficient state of the Giilkwn amiy under Gen. Blake ; that th.it 
General had sejiarated his trui)|}s, which consisted of iiifuiitry, from the cavalry 
under Gen. Cnesta; and that neither were in a condition to aci offensively against 
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Bessiurea, ov oveu to follow that General if he ahould march into Fortngnl, or to 
attack him if he .sliould make any considerable detacliment to tliat quarter. At 
the same time I received the intelligence of the retreat of Joseph Buonaparte 
from Miidrid on the 29th July j and I concluded that Beasidrea, instead of moving 
out, or detaching towards Portugal, would cover the retreat of Joseph Buonaparte 
towards tlie French frontier. 'Whether he did so or not, it was obvious to me that 
I should have time for my operations against Jnnot before Bessibies could arrive 
in Portugal to interrupt them; and it was probable that Gen. Acland’s corps, or 
Sir J. Moore's, would arrive and laud in Portugal before Besaidros could coma 
from the north of Spain. 

‘Adverting, therefore, to the advanced state of the season, the neca.ssity of com- 
municating with the sea coast, and the certainty that that communication would 
be nearly impracticable after the month of August, and to the still dispersed stale 
of the French forces in Portugal, I considered it to be important to endeavor to 
perform those operations to wliicli tlie aimy was equal, and for which it was fully 
equipped and prepared, without loss of time. 1 eomraunicated, however, the 
intelligence which I had received from Mr. Stuart, and my opinion upon it, to Sir 
H. Biirrard, in a letter which I addressed to him on the 10th Ang. ; a copy of 
which, and of a private letter to Sir H. Burrard, the Court will find in my dispatch 
to tlic Sec. of State of the 18th Ang. 

‘The Portuguese array, consisting of about 6000 men, including 500 cavalry, 
arrived at Leiria on tlie 12th, where the whole force was then assembled. 

‘ The Frencli General Luison, who, I have informed the Court, had been detacliod 
across tlie Tagus into Alentcjo, on the 26th or 27th July, with between 5000 and 
GOOD men, had withdrawn tliu greatest part of the garrison of Setuval, consisting 
of 1600 men, by wliicli lie liad been joined, and he liiid immediately nmrcheil 
towards Evora, where lie defeated and dispersed a Spimisli detaelimoiit, consisting 
of 1000 men, and tlie force of the insurrection of Alenlejo collected in that town j 
he thou marched to lilvas, rc-victnalled that place, suppressed the insiirrcctiou, 
and rc-estahlished the French authority in Aleulejo, and made m'rnngemenls J'or 
the ptutclmsc and collection of the grain of tlial province. lie crossed the Tagus 
again at Abrautos, and marching down that river, lie arrived at Thomur, about 
16 miles to the south east from Leiria, on the evening of llie 11th, on which day 
the British army arrived at Leiria. 

‘Tlie corps under Lahordo was at the same time at Alcuhaqa, about 16 miles 
from Leiria to the soutli west, and the object of the French ofKccrs had evidently 
been to join at Leiria before the British troops coidd arrive there. Tliis town is 
on the high road from Lisbon to the north of Portugal, to the eastward of wliioh, 
and neatly parallel to tlic road, there is a chain of Iiigii inomitains wliicli runs 
from Leiria nearly to the Tagus, over which chain there is no good pas- 
sage for carriages. In consequence of the early niTivnl, tlierefore, of tlie British 
troops at Leiria, Gen. Loiseu was uhliged to return to the southward before he 
cniilcl effect his junctioii svlth Gen. Luherdc, who was tlnis exposed to be attacked 
when alone, and was attacked on the 17th Aug. The Court will find in my dis- 
patch to the Sec. of State of the 16lh Aug., from Cnldas, an outline of the operations 
of Loison's corps, of wliicli wliat I have here stated is a more detailed aocoimt. 

‘ All the arrangements for the march having been made, and communicated to 
tlie Portuguese oflicers, the army marched on the 13th, in 2 columns, to Calviirio, 
mid on the 14tli, in 2 coluiims, to Aloohaqn, from whence Gen. Laborde liad re- 
treated in the course of the preceding night. Tlie Portuguese troops had not 
marched from Leiria, as had been arranged and n.s I liad expected, under tlie 
pretence that tlieyiuul no provisions; andl received on tlie IStii, in the evening, 
a letter from Col. Tvnnt, wlio was employed by me to coininuiiicate witli tlie 
Portuguese' General, in which he informed me of tlie General’s intention to 
halt at Leiria, iiiiloss I sliould consent to supply the Portuguese troops with pro- 
visions from llio British Commissariat on llio ninrcli to Lisbon. lie also 
explained a plan of opeviilioiis, which Gen. Freiie proposed to carry into cxeeu- 
tion, by which lie would have been loft without any cuiiimnnicaliim with liic 
British army, exposed to ho attacked by the French army, if they sliould choose 
to ahtuidoii the defence of Lisbon mid tlie Tagus, and proceed to the norlliward 
and eastward, or even if they sliould bo compelled to retire after an action witli 
the British troops. 
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‘ In my reply to this comrauincatinn I pointed out the impossihility of nly com- 
plying with the demand for provisions, and the danger wliich would result from 
the adoption of the plan of operations proposed for tlie Portuguese corps. I urged 
the Portuguese General, in the most earnest terms, to co-operate with me in the 
deliverance of his country from the French, if he had any regard to his own honor, 
to the honor of his country, or of his Prince; and I pointed out to him the re- 
sources of which he could avail himself to feed the army. I then proposed to him 
that, if he should not march with his whole corps, he should send to join me 
1000 regular infantiy, all liis light troojjs and his cavtdrv, wliich troops 1 engaged 
to feed, as the utmost I could undertake to perform in that way. 

' Tliese troops, in nnmher, 1000 regular iiifanfry, 400 light troops, and 250 
cavalry, joined me at Alcnha^a, on the evening of the 14th, with Col. Traiit, and 
remained with me during the remainder of Sie operntioiis. The main body of 
tlie Portuguese corps, instead of carrying into execution tlie plan of operations 
whicli I iiud originally proposed, or tliat wliich Gen. Freire Imd suirstitiited, 
adopted the measure of safety wliich I had recommended in the event of his de- 
termination not to join me, and remained at Leiria, and afterwards at Caklas 
and Obidos, till the 22d Aug. 

‘ On the arrival of the army at Alcoba^a, I immediately opened a communica- 
tion with Capt. Bligh, of the Alfred, who had been for 2 days waiting witli the 
fleet of victuallers and store ships off Nazareth. A supply of bread and oats was 
immediately landed; and I appointed Peniclie, which place I intended to recoii- 
naitre, as our next point of communication. 

‘ Tlie army marched on the 13th, in two cohunns, to Caldas, where it halted the 
16tli, to allow the Commissariat to come up, and to receive the supplies which 
had been landed at Nazareth. On the loth, in the evening, there was a skirniish 
between the troops of the advanced guard of Luborde's coips and our riflemen, 
in which the hitter sustained some loss. But we kept possession of the post at 
Obidos, which commands the valley of Caldas. The details of this affiiir are puh- 
lislicd in the Gazette, as are those of the action of the ITtli. 

• Throughout that day we had reason to believe that Gen. Loison, who had 
moved from llio Maior ou the evening of the IGth, would be found on Lahorde’s 
right, and the disposition for the attack was made accordingly. During the 
action a French officer, who was dying of his wounds, informed me that they had 
expected Loison to join them that day at 1 o’clock by their right, wliich was the 
reason for whioli they stood onr attack ; that their numbers were 6000 ; and that 
their loss hafl been severe. Intelligence to the same purport was received from 
other prisoners ; and as a small patrole of French infantry appeared at no great 
distance from the left of onr position on the 17th at diisk, and 1 heard that 
Loison's corps was at that moment aifiving at Bomharral, which was about 5 
miles from tlie field of battle, I concluded that the junction had been intended, 
and was prevented only by our early attack. At all events great caution was 
necessary in all the movements of that day ; and, indeed, the nature of tlie ground 
over which the troops were obliged to move rendered a very rapid attack im- 
possihle. 

‘The two French corps joined on that night, and retired beyond Torres Vedras, 
which was 10 miles from the field of battle towards Cabe(;a de Moiitiicliique. 
My intention was to march to Torres Vedras on the moniiiig of tlie Ihtli; and 
the troops were under arms, and the ordere for the inarch had been issued, wlieii 
1 received from Gen. Aii-sti’iither an account of his arrival on the coast, and of 
his junction with Capt. Bligh. My original intention had been to employ the 
corps under Gen. Acland and Gen. Aiistruther in tlie siege of Peniclie, if 1 should 
find it necessary to undertake it ; or if I should not, to send them down tlie 
coast to effect a landing in some of the hays in the neighbourhood of tlie Bock of 
Lisbon, in the rear of the enemy, while I sltoidd press upon their front. But the 
disappointment which I experienced in the hope of co-operation of the Portuguese 
troops, which were with me in the action of the I7th, and above all, tlie deter- 
mined and gallant resistance of the enemy in that action, induced me to he of 
opinion that I ought to land Gen. Aiistruther's brigade, and Gen. Acland’s when 
it should arrive, and to join those troops to the array. I therefore marched on tlie 
18th to Lourinha, from whence I cominunioated again with Gen. Anstrutlier, and, 
on the 19th, to Vhneiro, wliich appeared on the whole to be the position best 



U2 


PORTUGAL. 


oalouldtod to secure the junction of Gen. Anstruther, nt the same lime that it was 
a march in advance on onr route. On accomtt of the eahns, the fleet ■wliicli was 
ancliorcd off tlie Berlings could not stand in till late on the 19th, and Ot>n. 
Anstruther did not laud till that evening, and he formed a junction with 2 bri- 
gades detached from our left on the morning of tho 20th, and took his position in 
the advanced guard. 

‘ Between the 18th and 20th tho French corps had assemhled at and about 
Torres Vedras, tho troops last arrived under Junot forming the advanced guard, 
in a strong position in front of tlic town; and tlic divisions of Lahordo and 
lioison, the main body, in another strong position behind it. Their cavalry was very 
active throughout tlie days of the 19th and 20th; tlioy covered the whole country, 
patrolled frequently up to our position, and on tlie 20th one patrole was pushed 
into the rear of our right, as far as tlie lauding place at Maccira. Ifnder these 
circumstances we could gain no detailed information of the enemy’s position 
excepting that it was very strong, and occupied ly their whole force. 

‘ My intention was to march on the morning of the 21sl, and orders were issued 
nccortnugly, I should have pushed the advanced guard os fiir as tho heights of 
Miifra, and .should have halted the main body about 4 or ii miles from that place. 
By this movement the enemy’s position at Torres Vedras would have been turned, 
and I should have brought tho army into a country of which I had an excellent 
map .and topographical accounts, which had been drawn up for the use of the 
late .Sir C. Stuart and the battle, which it was evident would be fought in a 
few days, would have had for its field a country of which we had a knowledge, 
and not very distant from Lisbon, into which town, if we hud been successful, we 
might have entered with the retreating enemy. 

‘ 1 was informed in the middle of the day of the 20th, that Gen. Aeland’s brigade 
was in the oiEng, and 1 made arrangements for their disembarkation as soon ns 
they should anive ; and in tlie evening of this day Sir II. Burr.ard arrived in 
Maceira roads in the Brasen. Ho immedialely nssumed the command of tho 
army. 

' 'riie Court will observe that the last of my dispatches to the Sec. of State is 
dated the 18tli, and the account of my proceedings on tho lOlh and 20th, the last 
2 days of my command, is made from memory, assisted by n reference to private 
letters written nt the time ; and if the Court slioidd wish it, it con lie suhstautiated 
by evidence.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley delivered in copies of several dispatches, but wliich wore not 
read, other copies having been already laid before the Board and read. 

Tho Beard desiring that Sir A. Wellesley's naiTative should be again road, the 
Judge Advocate General accordingly read the .same. 

A paper containing questions prepared by tho Board having been delivered to 
Sir A. Wellesley at their Inst meeting. Sir A. Wellesley now returned the same 
with his answers in writing. The questions, with the answers, were then read, 
viz. : 

‘ Q. When did you receive orders to take the command of a considerable body 
of troops assembled at Cork? 

‘A. I received the orders ofH. R. H. tho Commander in Chief on the 15 th 
June. I received tho mstructions of the Sec. of Slate, of the 30th Juno, in 
Dublin, on the 3d July, and I set out from thence on the 6th, and arrived at 
Cork on the 0th July. 

‘ Q. When did you sail from Cork, and with what numbers f 

‘A. I sailed from Cork on the 12th July, with about 9004 men, including the 
4lh Royal Veteran Battalion, 275 artillery and drivers, and about 300 cavalry, of 
which ISO were mounted. 

‘ Q. Wliat were the orders and instructions under which you sailed, and the 
principal objects of your expedition ? 

‘ A. Tho orders and instructions which I received arc In fore the Court ; from 
the Commander in Chief, of tho 14lh June, and from the See. of State, of tho 

*■ Lieut. Gen. tlio Hon. .Sir C. Sluarl, IC.B., brotlier of (ho first Harqnis of Bute, and 
father of Lord Stuart de Rothesay. lie hud communded a Britisli force for some time in 
Portugal. 
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SOtli June. I have not copies of the instractions from the Sec. of State : I gave 
the originals to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrartl, and he returned me copies, which I 
have, hy some accident, mislaid. The general object of the expedition was to 
aid the Spanish and Portuguese nations ; the principal object was to attack the 
Frencli in the Tagus. But I considered myself authorised by my instructions to 
pursue any otlier object, if I tlioiight it more likely to conduce to the benefit of 
tile Spanish and Portuguese nations. 

‘ Q. AVhat nere the particulars of your progress until you arrived in Mondego 
bay ? 

‘A. The particulars of my progress are detailed in my dispatches of the 21st 
and 20th July, and 1st Aug., to the See. of State, and in my narrative. 

‘Q. AVhat reasons determined your arrival in M ondego bay, your subsequent 
landing on the Ist .\ug., your remaining there until the 9th, and your proceeding 
on that day towards Lisbon ? 

‘ A. The reasons whicb determined my arrival and subsequent landing in Moii- 
dego bay, on the 1st .Aug., are detailed in ray dispatches to the Sec. of State of 
that date, in my letter to Sir H. Biirrard of the Sth Aug., and in my narrative. 
The reasons which occasioned my remaining there till tlie 9th Aug., and my pro- 
ceeding on that day towards Lisbon, are detailed in my dispatches to the Sec. of 
State of the 1st and Stii Aug., in my letters to Sir H. Burrard of the Sth and 10th 
Aug., and in my narrative. 

‘ Q. On your arrival at Mondego bay, what knowledge had you of expected rein- 
forcements from England, and uhnt orders respecting them: did troops join you 
at Mondego bay, and in what numbers i 

‘A. On my arrival at Mondego hay on the 30th July, from the Tagus, I received 
a letter from the Sec. of State, dated the 15th July, announcing that Brig. Gen. 
Acland was ordered to sail witli 5000 men to join mej and that Sir H. Bnmird 
was ordered to sail with 10,000 men, which had been in Sweden imder Sir J. 
Monre, for the same pmpose j also that transports had been sent to convey to 
Porlugid one regiment (the Buffs) from Madeira; and 1 received orders, in a 
letter dated the 2lst July, from tlie Sec. of State, to give notice, by ships of war 
stationed off the coast, wliere I shoidd be found ; and other orders to carry into 
execution the.object of my instructions, if I should think my force sufficient : these 
are, I think, tlie lieads of’ my instructions ; but I am not certain, as I liove no 
copy of them. I was joined at the Mondego on the 6th Aiig. by Gen. Spencer, 
u’ith ‘1314 rank imd file, and 71 artillery and drivers. 

‘ Q. On your march of the 9th Aug. what knowledge had you of reinforcements 
from England, and what orders respecting them? 

‘A. TTie knowledge ond orders as above detmled. There svere reports by ships 
aiTis'ed from England, but nothing official on which I could rely. 

‘ Q. AA'hat svas the object of your march forward on the 9tb, before the arrival 
of reinforcements from England; what were your numbers; and were any Portu- 
guese corps on your left assisting, and with which you were in communication ? 

'A. The objects of ray march are stated in ray dispatch to Sir H. Binrard, of 
the Sth .Aug., and in my narrative. My numbers were upon the whole (having 
left the 4tli Royal Veteran battalion on board sliip) about 12,300 rank and file. 
There was besides a Portuguese corps in communication with me on my left, con- 
sisting of about 6000 men, under Geii. Freire ; exclusive of this Portuguese corps, 
there was a corps consisting of 1500 Spanish infantry, under the Marques de 
Valladares, and about the same numlier of Portuguese troops belonging to tlie 
defence of Oporto, and tiic blockade of Almeida, collected near Guarda, which 
moved towards Abrantes, in consequence of Loison’s inarch across the Tagus : it 
was thought he intended to go to Almeida. 

‘ Q. AA'hat was your progress until you reached Caldas, in the neighbourhood of 
the enemy? 

' A. My progress is detailed in my narrative-: I was -with the army between 
Laves and Leiria on the lOtb, at Leiria on the 11th and 12tli, atCalvario on the 
13tli, at Alcobaqa on the 14tb, and at Caldas on the 15tb Aug. 

‘ Q. In what manner was your army supplied with provisions during your march, 
and what resources did you draw from the covmt^ ? 

‘ A. The army received biscuit, fresh meat, and wine ; the two latter drawn from 
the country. I had arranged with the Bishop when I was at Oporto, on the night 
of the 24th July, that the government should take measures to supply us with 
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slfiuglitei cattle ; but In case of failuvo from tills quarter, I had authorised a con- 
tract for slaughter cattle for the army with Mr. Archer, of Figneira, which was 
afterwards irenewed with Mr. Walsh, of Oporto. 

• Q. On your an-ival at Caldas, what was the tuunher lind state of your horse.s, 
artillery, carriages, of your ammunition, provisions, and of your dependence for 
future supplies ? 

‘ A. On the arrival of the army at Caldas, wc had a sufficient niimher of horses 
to draw one brigade of 9 pounders, and 2 brigades of G poiuider^, with tlie car- 
riages attaclied to them. I must inform tlie Court, that tlie expedition which 
saifcd from Cork under my command was originally de.sfiiicd to go to thu coii.st of 
Spain, to be prepared to act as eircumstnnees- might require ; and as it was very 
uiiGcrtuiu tliat the troops would ever luiid ui Spuiu, oiitl it waa^ thought tliiit tho 
horses of tlie artillery would siifier and might be lost^to tlie service by being kept 
so long in tlie transports, as it was probable we might be on the coast of Spain 
utiemploved, it was expedient to equip the ordnance seiit on the expedition with 
horses taken from tho Irish Conimiasavint. These are generally horses cast from 
tlio cavalry or bought at low prices, such as £12 or iH.G each ; and although 
not had horses, tliey arc not so good and cCHcient as those helonging to tlie artil- 
lery : uhout 298 were originally oinhavkcd in Ireland, and I helieyo all arrived 
safe at the mouth of the Mondego river ; wc lost 4 or 5 in the disembarkalion, 
and tlieve were 8 or 10 unfit for service; so that wc had originally 282 Irish 
liovscs : besides this number, I gave 20 mares to the artillery, out of a number 
sent from Oporto by the llisliop ; but of this the Court will see an accurate return 
ill a letter from Sir II. Dalrymple to tlie Sec. of State, read to the Court on Satur- 
day. riioso mares answered well Co eari-y the officers and iioii-commissioned 
ofiioers attached to tlie brigades, who arc usually mounted, and the Iriili liovses 
were in the draught | wo put 2 in addition to tlie usual iiumbcr.s in each carriage, 
on account of the heaviness and badness of the roads, tho heat of tlio weather, and 
their low condition. In this ninmier we got on very well, and had a sullieiont 
number for all our purposes on our arrival at Caldas, not less, I should lliiiik, than 
300. The ordnance consisted of 18 pieces of camion, of which there were ono 

9 puniidcr brigade, and 2 0 poiindor brigades, all complete in every respect, with 
the usual proportion of ammunition | hesldcs which tliero was a quantity of spare 
amimnrition tor the 9 pounders carried upon tho carta of tho couiifry ; tho exact 
amount I cannot now tell, but more tlinu suBlcieiit for a battle in tlio field. 

‘ Tim soldiers hud, each of tliom, GO rounds of musket ainmiiiiilion ; besides lliis 
quantity there were 90 luiiles attached to the reserve of tlio artillery to carry 
musket ammunition, each mule with 2000 voniids j mid tliore were 000,000 
rounds on the carts. 'J'lie army marched from Lavos on tlie lOtli Aug., with 17 
days' bread, viz., 4 days' bread on tho men’s hacks, 3 days’ lircad on mules, and 

10 on carts ; there were, besides, 5 days' salt meat, and 10 days' spirits. Of this 
quantity of course 7 days’ bread was consumed on tlie lOtii ; but nearly 3 days’ 
bread was received at Nazareth on the 14tli, so tliiit on the IGtli Aug. tlio army 
had 14 days’ bread. Besides the salt meat, the contract provided that there 
slioiild always be 3 days! fresh meat in camp. I do not believe that, upon our 
arrival at Caldas, the contractor bad fulfilled Iiis contract to that extent ; hut 
the supply was regular, and it was certaiii that his bullocks were coming up 
regularly.* 

* Sir D. Diindns! ‘The Court will observe in my letter to the See. of State, written 
from Caldas on the 10th Aug., that a com^ilaiiit is made of the iiicflicieiicy of the Com- 
missariat. 

■ ‘ As conclusions may be drawn from this letter whioh it was never my intention should 
be drawn from it, I beg leave, in justice to the individuals composing (he Commissariat 
attaoliccl to the army lately under my coniuiand, to state, tliat I did not intend to complain 
of their want of zeal in the service, or of any deficiency of oxorlion on tlielr part, 

‘The fact is, tliat I wished to draw tho iittentioii of tlie govcrmimul to lliie imporhiiit 
branch of the service, which is hut little niidrnitonil in this country. _ 'I'lio eviis of wliicli 
1 complained iwe pmluihiy to bo allrihiited to the naline of our political situation, whiidi 
prevents us from midcrtakiog great military opemtiuns, in wliicli tlio sulisislciiec of armies 
becomes a subject of serious coiisiderntinn iiinl difiicuity ; anil Ihuse evils coiislsleal in tho 
inezpeiieiico of almost every individual helenging to Uie Commissariat, of tlio miido of 
procuring, conveying, and distributing tlie aupplios whlcli were to he got Air tlie use of the 
troops. 

‘I hope that tlie Court will alloir this explanation to stand upon their minutes.’ 
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‘ I do not recollect that at this time we had used either salt meat or spirits. We 
procured wine in nearly every village in the country ; our deppdencc upon 
niture supplies of bread was upon our communication with the shipping ; and I 
had appointed Capt. Bligh,' of the Alfred, to communicate with the army off 
Feniche on the 16th or 17th. Our dependence of meat was upon the contractor 
(who, I must say, never failed us until the numbers of the army were increased) 
and upon the shipping ; and for ammunition upon the same. 

' Q. Why did you mrect your march to Lisbon by a road near the coast, in pre- 
ference to another line near the Tagus ? 

‘ A. 1 directed ray march by the road of the coast for the reasons in my letter to 
Sir H. Burrard, of the 8th Aug., and in iny narrative, and in mj' answer to the 
la.st question. 

'Q. At Caldas, what information had you of the strength and . position of the 
enemy, and what of your expected reinforcements? 

‘ A. The information 1 had of the enemy at Caldas was, that Gen. Laborde was 
in my front at Roii^o, with Gen. Thomiere’s corps, which had been reported to 
me 2400 men, and his own,'which hud been reported 2600 ; in the whole 5000. 
Besides these troops, they were joined in the battle of the 17th by 400 men of the 
garrison of Peniche. I judged the .strength of the French coips in that action to 
have been 6000 men, from the view I had of tliem, and that was the number 
reported to me during the action, ns I have stated in my naiTative : Laborde Iiim- 
self, however, says that they had not nearly that number. Gen. Loison's corps 
was at lUo Maior during the whole of the 16tli; this corps was reported to be 
from 5000 to 7000 men j they took 9000 rations from the country ; Loison’s 
corps marched from liio Maior about 7 o'clock in the evening of tPie I6fh, and I 
heard of Jils march at 11 o’clock. Besides these corps of Loison’s, I heard at 
Caldas that Junot was on his march from Lisbon with 3000 or 4000 men ; I had 
no intelligence at Caldas of my expected reinforcements. 

‘ Q. Vfiiere did you first meet with considerable opposition from the enemy ? 

‘A. I first met with considerable opposition from the enemy on the 17th Aug. 
near Rolica. 

‘ Q. Wnat were yo»r' proceedings from Caldas to Vimeiro ? 

‘A. My proceedings from my departure from Caldas until my arrival at Vimeiro 
are detailed in my dispatch of the 17th Aug. to the Sec. of State, and in my nar- 
rative. 

‘ Q. What knowledge on the 20th had you of tlie enemy’s strength and position ? 

‘A, I know on the 20th that oil the enemy's disposable force was collected at 
Torres Vedras ; that the advanced guard was on the heights in front of tlie town, 
the main body to Uie southward of it. 1 had no particular details of their posi- 
tion; but I do not believe that they extended at ail to their left towards tlie road 
to Mafra. 

*Q. What were your intentions and proceedings with respect to moving forward 
next day ? 

‘ A. I had ordered the army to march on the morning of the 21st, and I intended 
to march, and should have niai'ched, as 1 have stated in my narrative. 

‘ Q. How was the army circumstanced on the 20th witli respect to provisions 
and ammunition, and wlmt was your prospect as to future supplies and diiiiculties ? 

‘ A. On the 20tli the army had consumed 5' days’ of 14 days’ bread it had on 
the 16th ; hut the fleet had arrived at Maceira, and tlie communication was open 
with it, and we received a supply of 3 days’ bread on that day, making 12 days' 
bread for the original numbers. 2 days’ salt meat and spirits had at tills time 
been consumed, and tlie supply of fresh meat was complete, It must be observed, 
however, that the consumption of the army had been increased by above 4000' 
men, or one tlurd of the original numbers who drew rations. This reinforcement 
landed with 4 days' bread : therefore it maybe calculated that tlie army, including 
these reinforcements, had in camp and Uie means of moving, on the 21st Aug., 
above 9 days’ bread. 

‘The Fortagiiese troops (1660 in number), whom I had engaged to supply with 
bread, were supplied, in the first instance, by some which tlie French had left 
behind at Alcoba^a, and another quantity found at Caldas. 

‘ The ammunition emended in the action of tlie 17th was replaced on the 20th 
Aug. ; and all the equipments of the army were as complete as when ire were at 
Caldas on the 16th. 

VOL. III. 



PORTUGAL. 


U6 

‘ Q. What reinfoTcements, and at what places and days, joined you on your 
march from Caldas, and previous to your victory at Vimeivo on the 21st? 

' A. Brig. Gen. Anatruther joined witli his brigade, consisting of 2400 men, at 
Vimeiro, on the morning of the 20tli, and Brig. Gen, Acland, with his brigade, 
consisting of about 2750 men, at Vimeiro, on tlie night of tlie 20tb, ^ 

‘ Q. What orders atid inatruotions relative to your proceeding did you receive 
from England, from the 9th Aug. to the 21st? 

‘ A, I did not receive any orders or instructions from England relative to my 
proceeding between the 9tli and the 2l8t Aug. 

‘ Q. When did yon give up the command of the army to Lieut. Gen. Sir H, 
Burravd? 

‘A. Sir H. Burrard assumed the command of the army on boai'd H. M. S. 
Brazen, when I went on board that vessel on the evening of the 20th Ang. to 
report to him. 

‘ Q. As you expected Sir H. Burrard to arrive early in August, what steps did 
you take to give him previous information, and to acquaint him of your proceedings 
from time to time ? 

‘A. I wmte to Sir H. Burrard on the 8th, 10th, and 12th Ang . ; and copies of 
my letters are before the Court. I sent him a copy of my dimatch of the I7lh 
Aug., addressed to the Sec. of State, to Capt, Malcolm, of the Donegal, to bo de- 
livered to him i besides this, I wrote to Capt. Malcolm, of the Donegal, nearly 
every day. 

‘ Q. What position do you understand did the enemy take on the evening of 
the 21at Aug. ? 

‘ A. I understand that the enemy spent the evening of the 21st Aug. in endea- 
voring to form the different corps of their army again, and to regain Torres Vedras ; 
some of their corps arrived at Ton'es Vedras at about 12 o'clock at night of the 
2l8t i others not until late iu the day of the 22d Aug. When the French re- 
tired from the field at Vimeiro, they drew off to the northward towards Luiuinha ; 
and from thence they got into the road to Torres Vcifras. 

‘ Q. What were the numbers of the enemy's cavalry at the battle of Vimeiro? 

‘ A. As far as I cotdd judge and leant, they had ft’om 1200 to 1400 'oitvalry. 

‘ Q, What wore the inmAers of Brittsh and Portngueso cavalry itt the said 
battle ? 

‘ A. We had about 210 mounted men of tbe 20th dragoons, and 2C0 of Portu- 
guese cavalry." 

The Board now proceeded further to examine Sir A. Wellesley. 

‘ Q, Had Sir A. Wellesley any comimmication with Santander, or other means 
of knowing what was the wish of the inhabitants of Biscay, relative to assistance 
from tbe British army? 

‘ A, When I was at Coraiia I received a letter from Sir T. Dyer, who was em- 
ployed by His Majesty's government in communication with the Junta of Asturias, 
in which Sir Thomas informed me that, as 1 understood him, he had held out a 
prospect to the Junta of Oviedo that the troops under my command would land 
in Asturias; and he informed me that this communication had been received witli 
satisfaction hy the Junta at Oviedo, and he r,ither urged me to disembark at Sant- 
ander, in order that 1 might attack the French corps which at that time had gut 
possession of that city. 1 communicated widi the Junta of Galicia upon this sub- 
ject among others, wlio I conceived were interested in the position of the French 
corps at Santander, and I was infurmed by them that measures had been adopted 
wbioh they thought likely to be effectual to drive tliis French corps from Sant- 
ander, which measures afterwards proved to be successful. I had no cumnumlca- 
tiou whatever with any of the peo^e of Biscay, which province was not, us 1 un- 
derstood at that time, m insurrection against the French. 

‘ Q. Had you any corvespoiidcnoe with die Spanish Generals, or did yon make 
any suggestion to them on the importance of gaining the passes of the ‘Pyrenees, 
and thereby preventing the entrance of French reinforcements into Spain ? 

' A. I had no correspondence with the Spanish Generals. 

* Q. Is the inference accurate that you thought the army mider your immediate 
command adequate to the expulsion of Junol's foi'ce from the positions at Lisbon, 
when you, in a letter dated the lOdi Ang., advised Sir II. Burrard to march with 
the expected reinforcements to Santarem to cut off the enemy's retreat? 
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A. I did consider the force which marched from Lavos under my command 
to be sufficient to deprive the Freneli of Lisbon and of the forts upon the Tagus. 

‘ Q. What alteration, if any, took place in that opinion in consequence of the 
actual arrival of Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Moore with die division under his orders? 

‘ A. No alteration whatever in respect to the actual capacity of the army, from 
its strength, to obtain possession of Lisbon and of the forts upon the Tagus. 

‘ Q. y ou have stated that you would liave undertaken the supply of the Por- 
tuguese troops had it not been for the insufficient construction of the British Com- 
missariat. Is this conclusion from that statement just, that tlie country afforded 
considerable supplies of provisions, if due means could be applied to collect them? 

‘ A. The country afforded us no provisions excepting beef and wine, and I 
believe that from the time 1 landed in Portugal to the time I quitted the army on 
the 20th Sept., the troops only received biscuit li-um the ships. As 1 hare stated 
in my narrative, a small quantity of bread was left behind bj' the French at 
Alcobaqa, and a small quantity at Caldas ; and besides this, after 1 had given up 
the command when the army arrived in the neighhouihood of Torres Vedras, a 
small quantity of flour was got, which had likewise been left behind by the Frencli. 
While I commanded the army this bread supplied the consumption of the Portu- 
guese troops, 1650 in number, who were with me, and afterwards I believe that 
the officers of the army received some baked bread from the Commissariat. But 
I am of o|>iniou that no exertion would have drawn from Portugal a supply of 
bread suiheient for that army. My opinion, as stated in my letter, and m my 
explanation of my letter, went to the arrangement and distribution of supplies as 
Well as to the collection of them. 

‘ Q. The answer to the former question having nearly restricted itself to bread 
and flour, to what extent could beef or other articles of sustenance have been fur- 
nished by the country ? 

‘ A. Wine could be procured in the villages occupied by the army, in almost 
every one of its positions, in sufficient quantities for one day’s or probably two 
days' eoiisiiniption j but I have seen the wine exhausted, in more than one instance, 
when the army has halted more than one or two days in the some place, and I 
believe that latterly the Commissary General was not able to supply the troops 
with wine. As lung as I commanded the army there was no want of fresh beef ; and 
,as the carts of the country tvere drawn by bullocks, the draught cattle might have 
been killed for food for the troops ; but trithout resorting to this resource, it was 
very soon fouiid that tlie supplies of cattle for slaughter were not suiiicieut in 
Portugal for a large array. And in point of fact, before I quitted the army, a very 
limge proportion, Ihelieve more than half, was fed upon salt provisions, and I believe 
the whole army has since received nothing else. The cattle on which llie army 
under my command was fed, supplied under the contracts with Mr. Arclier and 
Mr. Watsh, all came from tlie north of Portugal, and, excepting 10 or 12 head 
received at Leyria, and the same number at Caldas, 1 do not recollect that the 
country which was the immediate seat of our operations ever supplied us with 
any. 

‘ Q. Tlie Portuguese General, Freire, in his letter of the 2d Sept, to Sir H. Dal- 
rymple, states that the fort of Peniche had been on the point of surrendering to 
him. How was tlie fact? 

‘ A. 1 never heard of it : it could not have occurred during the time I com- 
manded the army, as neither that General nor his corps were near that fort. 

‘ Q. Did you understand that the Juntas in SpEun were in general at first averse 
to a British force landing in Spain ? 

‘ A. I did understand that the Junta of Galicia were not desirous of having the 
co-operation of a British army with their own troops under the command of Gen. 
Blake. They were not averse to our landing in Spain, as they consented to my 
landing in Vigo, if I should find it convenient, and indeed recommended that 
measure, as Vigo was the only port which could aflbrd protection to our transports 
on the w'est coast of the Peninsula, excepting the Tagus. 1 also understood that 
the Junta of Seville, and the persons in authority in Andalusia, liad no very great 
desire that Gen. Spencer's corps should co-operate with General CastaSos, although 
they were desirous that Gen. Spencer’s corps should land at Puerto de Sta. Maria, 
and eventually cover Gen. Castanos’ retreat, in cose he should have been defeated 
by Dupont, I wish to explain to the Court, that this opinion is formed from my 
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communicdtions with the Junta of Galicia as far as respects them : and in those 
communications they expressed a most anxious desire that we should carry on our 
operations in Portugal, and drive the French out of that Kingdom, and that after- 
wards tlie British army should be die point of connexion between the northern 
and Bonthei'ii armies of Spain. 

‘ Q. Did you receive communications of similar wishes from any of the chief 
Juntas or persons in authority in Spain? 

' A. None. 

‘ Q. "Was the expulsion of the French from Portugal, in your opinion, of essen- 
tial service to the Spaniards ; and had the British force, in the first instance, 
landed in Spain, might not the French force under Juuot have been employed 
against Spain ? 

‘ A. I consider the expulsion of die French from Portugal ns an object of the 
greatest consequence to the Spanish nation. There is no doubt whatever, that if 
tlie apprelieiision of the employment of the disposable force of Great Britain in 
Portugal had been removed from the mind of the French General, in Portugal, he 
might have moved a large proportion of his army into Spain.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley, on being asked by die Board, said he had no persons whom 
be wished to call as witnesses. 

Capt. P. Malcolm, of H. M. S. Dmicgel, was examined by the Board. 

‘ Q. Were you employed on the coast of Portugal in assisting and forwarding 
the movemeiita of die army during any and what period of Lieut. Gen. Sir A. 
Wellesley’s comniniid on that const? 

* A. The whole of the time that Sir A. Wellesley commanded. 

‘ Q, State in general die difKculdes or facilities that present themselves in 
landing troops, or horses, or artillery, or provisions, on the const of Portugal from 
the Tiigns to Oporto, in the months of August and Septcmiicr, and whether you 
actually experienced any and wluit difflcultics on the above occasion. 

* A. There is always a very great dililoulty in landing on the const of Portugal 
ill those months, owing to the swell, which causes a consiaerahle surf upon the beach. 
At Moiidege hay tlioru is a river, hut at the mouth of the river there is a hiir on 
wliich generally there is a very considerable stirf. During the time that I was tliere, 
there were only 4 or i5 days that wo could pass it without danger in common boats ; 
but at the Mondego we got a large supply of boats of tlie country, aoliooners, and 
larger boats, wliioh facilitated the landing very niucli. I know of no otlicr place 
between Oporto and the Book of Lisbon wlioro boats of die country could have 
been procured, except at Uriceira ; I was not tbere, but I iiiidcrstaiid tbiit boats 
could liavc been procured there. I believe, also, that boats could have heeii pro- 
cured, mid that the landing is toleriihie, at Peniche, hut I have not sccii it ; the 
latter place was in possession of the enemy. During the whole tinio we were 
employed landing the troops, we constantly experienced very great diificulty and 
danger in landing the troops, both at the Moiulcgo and Muceira. 

‘ Q. Could the boats of the country obtained at the Mondego bo carried to the 
southward ? 

‘ A. Tliey would have bean of no use at any other part, because they could not 
land on the open beach. 

‘ Q. Between the Mondego and the Tagus are there any hays, or protecting 
promontories, where a fleet of transports can anclior in safety in those muiidis and 
111 boisterous weather ? 

‘A. No, none. The whole coast is exposed to westerly winds, and the anchorage 
very had. 'J’hs prevalent winds are from the north, but about the end of August 
they frequently blow from the south-west, ns wo experienced. I believe that 
under tlie Berlmgs off Peniche there is a shelter fur a few ships, but the anchorage 
is not good. The river Mondego will admit ships not drawing more than 11 feet 
of water, ibr about 20 or 25 vessels. 

‘ Q. (By dpflire of Sir A. Wellesley.) Do you mcollect that on one night in 
August you were obliged to put to sea in the Donegal from the roads of Miiceira, 
that you made the signal to the transports to nut to sea, that many anchors wore 
lost j and how many, to the best of your recollection ? 

‘ A. On the ‘JOtli Aug. the wind came from the south-west. I weighed, and 
made the signal for tlie convoy so to do : the convoy then consisted of 230 or 240 
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vessels. About one half of tbe convoy succeeded in getting under veigti, the 
others were obliged to remain at anchor. Next day tbe wind shifted, and on my 
return to Maceira roads I found about 60 of tbe convoy had lost tlieir anchors 
in attempting to weigh, and I have no doubt, bad tbe breeze increased to a com- 
mon gale, that many of the vessels would have been lost; they were tlien mostly 
reduced to their last anchor, and the bottom is very rocky. The transports, on 
board which Sir J. Moore’s troops were, were very badly found, and not calculated 
to beat off a lee shore. 

' Q. Do you recollect that many boats were swamped in the surf at Maceira, and 
particularly some flat-bottomed boats, and how many were lost entirely? 

' A. The boats in landing at Maceira were almost constantly filled in going in 
by tbe surf. I suppose we lost about 20 entirelv, and several man : 6 or 7 belong- 
ing to tbe artillery and German Legion were drowned. The day before (tbe SOtli 
Aug.) I left Maceira I could only mid 20 or 40 boats from all the fleet that were 
fit for service, although carpenters had been constantly employed all the night 
in repairing them.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley observed, that he wished to make some observations upon Sir 
H. Dalryinple's narrative, which he would reduce to writing, and, by permission 
of tlie Board, read to them at some future period of tbe inquiry. 

Sir A. Wellesley now read the following address : 

‘ Gen. Sir D. Dundas, My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The Court will permit me, I hope, to begin the address with which I have to 
trouble them with some few observations upon that part of Lieut. Gen. Sir H. 
Dalrymple’s narrative which refers to the operations of the army while under my 
command in Portugal, in which, of course, 1 feel much interested. It appears 
that the General had at a very early period conceived an opinion that 1 had 
undertaken an operation of extreme difficulty and hazard ; and yet he entertained 
the intention of leaving me to conclude it as I could, and of joining at the Mun- 
dego the reinforcements expected from England. Indeed, he states that he acted 
upon this intention, and that he communicated it to me by his aide de camp ; but 
1 can assure tlie Court that yesterday was the first time I heard of it, 

' I do not mean now to extenuate the difficulty and the hazard of the enterprise 
which I undei-took when I commenced my march from the Moiidego; I am 
addressing myself to persons too well acqiuiinted witli the operations of war not 
to appreciate them ; but I contend for it, notwithstanding tbe opinion, as at pre- 
sent stated, of an officer of so much more experience than myself, that tlie means 
which I had in my power, those which I expected, and the measures wliicli I 
adopted and recommended, were more than adequate to overcome tlie difficulties, 
and remove the risks of the operations which 1 conducted, excepting those 
inseparable from all military operations. Tlie Court have already before them, 
in my dispatches to tbe Sec. of State, to Sir H. Burrard, and my narrative, the 
reasons wliicb induced me to land, and to march without waiting for further 
reinforcements ; upon which I would wish to rely. But what has fiillen from Sir 
H. Dalrymple renders it necessary for me to trouble them with something further 
upon this part of the subject. 

‘ The questions, as arising out of his statement, are, whether I was in the first 
instance sufficiently strong to get the better of the enemy in the field ; and if I 
were, whether I adopted the best means of getting the better of liim. In respect 
to my strength, in comparison of the army of the enemy, I do not desire to be 
judged by the residt of the campaign, as far as it was conducted by me, but by 
the commencement, at which time me measures were adopted, from whicli, as it 
was truly stated, it would not have been easy, and I certainly had no inclination 
to withdraw. 

' My strength then consisted of nearly 13,000 British troops, and 1 had the 
assistance of 6000 Portuguese troops, from whose co-operation 1 expected to derive 
advantages; in which expectation, I admit, I was subsequently disappointed. 
But I will ask this Court, what would have been said, and deservedly said, and 
felt of me, tliroughout the army and the country, and by the government by which 
I was intrusted, if, with such a force, I had hesitated to advance upon the enemy ? 
I have already told the Court, in my narrative, that I did not believe his force 
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waa move than 16,000 to 18,000 men, only 14,000 of which number could ho 
disposable in the field. Tlie largest account we received, whicli was deemed an 
exaggerated one, of the strength of tho enemy, made them 20,500 ; and oven ad- 
mitting those numbers to he correct, the troops disposable for tho field covdd not 
have et[ualled in numbers those which I bad under my command and co-operating 
with me. 

‘ It appears that I was not mistaken upon this subject, for, in point of fact, 
tho largest number at wliich I have ever heard the Frcncii force estimated iu the 
battle of the 2l3t Aug. was 10,000 men ; and I, who saw them, did not think 
they had more than 1 4,000 ; every man of which, excepting the cavalry, who 
remained untouched, wera actually engaged, and particularly Gen. Kellermami’s 
reserve. Now if all this be true, I may fairly conclude, that if the enterprise was 
hazardous and difficult, I was not without means of bringing it to a fortunate con- 
clubion. 

‘ The next question is, whether, having adeimate means in my power, I adopted 
proper measures to effect my object. Sir H. Dalrymplo Bin’s, that, by the lino of 
march I adopted, all the strong positions were in the hands of the enemy ; but I 
can assure him that he will find it veiy difficult to adopt any line of march in 
Portugal which will not afford strong positions to an enemy acting on the defen- 
sive. But there was one advantage attending the line which I adopted, which 
was, that it rendered tlie enemy’s superior cavalry useless, in the way in which 
he ought and would have employed it, if I had adopted ony other line. 

‘ If 1 had adopted tlie line by the high raad from Lisbon to the north, by San- 
tarem, I must have kept up my commiiiiicatioii with the Mondego ; wliicli would 
have weakened niy force fur operations in the field, imd after all, tlie enemy with his 
cavalry must have broken in upon it. By adopting tlie line by tlie sea coast, and de- 
pending for iny supplies upon the shipping, iny commuiiicutioii was so short tiiat it 
defended itself; I was enabled to keep iny force collected in one body; and I 
had my arsenals and magazines close to me whenever I required to communicate 
with them. Having taken this line myself, I proposed that by Santarem to Sir 
l-I. Burravd, for Sir J. Moore's corps ; by which it might have been adopted with 
safetv, as I was upon the sea line. 

‘ 'the Lieut. General has stated, that by the line I adopted I left nil the strong 
positions in the enemy’s hands. 1 do not know what positions were in the 
enemy’s hands of wliich I could have deprived him, nr lie could have iiecn 
deprived by the adoption of any other lino of march. If tlie march imd been 
made, as I hud ordered it on the 2l8t Aug. in the morning, the position at Torres 
Vedrns would have been turned; and tliere was no position in the enemy’s pos- 
session excepting that in our front at Ciibeqa de Moiitacliiquu and those in the rear 
of it; and 1 must observe to the Court, tliat if Sir J. Moore's corps had gone to 
Santarem as proposed, as soon as it disembarked in the Mondego, there would 
have been no great safety in these positions, if it was, as it turned out to be, in 
our power to heat the French in the field. 

‘ I will not follow the example of Sir H. Dnlryinple in entering into a discussion 
on the probable effects of the battle of the 21st Aug., if a certain line of action 
had been adopted, because an officer supposed to lie concerned in that question is 
not present ; and I dare say that opportnnitics will not he wanting of entering 
into that part of the subject. It luis been my misfortune to have been accused of 
temerity and imprudence, as well as of excess of caution, in the late transaction s 
in Portugal ; but without appealing to the result of what happened at the moment 
I gave over the command of the army, I may safely assert, that whatever might 
be tlie difflciilty of the oporatioii I had nndci'takcn, means existed to bring it to n 
fortunate conclusion; that there was no ground for the apprehension for my 
safety, which Sir H. Dalryinplc seems to have entertained ; and that under the 
instructions which I had received, I should have been hliimcd deservedly if I had 
not commenced my operations as soon os I thought 1 had a sufficient force. 

' The next point to which I shall take tho liberty of drawing (ho iiUeiitiou of 
the Court is the shave whieli 1 iim supposed to Imvc had in the iicgotialion of the 
Armistice and the Convention. In that part of the question wliich I have dis- 
cussed liitlierto I am wholly and solely respoiisihle ; in tliiit part wliich follows, I iim 
held responsible for tiio advice I am supposed to have given in cliai'ucter, at least, 
if not in person and in my profession. It is important for me, tlioreforo, to show 
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■what advice I really did give, in what view I gave it, and what would have been 
the result if the measures which I recommended had been pursued. 1 did recom- 
mend and concur in the measure of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal 
with their arms and baggage; and here I must observe, that it was particularly 
understood in the negotiation of the Armistice, that in the words “ property of all 
descriptions,” was to be included only military baggage and equipment ; that this 
understanding was carried into execution by a separate article of the Convention ; 
and that the commissioners for executing the Convention acted upon this principle. 

‘ When the measure of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal was to be taken 
into consideration, viz,, on the evening of the 22d Aug., it was necessary to 
review the situation, the means, and the resources of the two armies, and our own 
objects. The enemy had collected their forces after the defeat of the 21st, and 
were about to resume the position of Cabeqa de Montachique, from whence their 
retreat was open to other positions in front of Lisbon, and from thence across the 
Tagus into Alentejo. They had all the facilities in their power to make these 
movements, and when they should liave reached Lisbon, the possession of that 
river by the forts and by the Russian fleet, and the great number of boat* of wliich 
they would have had the use, would have enabled them to cross in one body, 
covered by the citadel and the high grounds ; and they would scarcely have lost 
Uieir rear guard. In Alentejo they had provided ample supplies. As 1 have 
stated in my narrative of my proceedings from the 12th July to the 20th Aug., 
Loison had re-established the French authority in that province, during his expe- 
dition towards Rivas in the month of July, and the grain which it had produced 
was purchased for the use of the French army. I know this circumstance, not 
only from the reports of the country, but from intercepted letters written to Loison 
by the French agents in Alentejo, which were shown to me. On their arrival in 
that province, the French would have hud to march, unmolested, by the finest 
road in Portugal, to Elvas, which is a fortress at least of the second order among 
the fortresses in Europe ; where they would have placed a port of their corps in 
garrison, and they would have sent the remainder across the upper Tagus to 
Almeida. This place was already provisioned in eome degree ; and that part of 
their force, which tlie French would have detached to Almeida, would have ex- 
perienced no difliculty in relieving the distant blockade kept up by the Portuguese 
peasantry, and in throwing in such quantities of provisions as they would have 
required. 

‘ Sir J, Moore's corps liad been ordered, on the evening of the 20th, to join 
the army ; for which corps a disposition had been proposed for the purpose of 
preventing the French from carrying into execution the plan of operations which 
I have supposed, and which it is certain they would have adopted after their defeat 
in the field. Sir J. Moore's corps could have supported itself at Santarem, as 
proposed, only by keeping up its coromiiiiicatiou with the Mondego ; because tlie 
victuallers and ti-ansports could lie in safeW in tliat river only ; and the country 
on the hanks of the Mondego, and under the authority of the government of 
Oporto, could alone furnish the means of keeping up that communication to any 
efticient purpose. When Sir J. Moore’s corps, therefore, was called down to join 
the army, it could operate only as it was intended by Sir H. Buxrard that it should 
operate, in immediate aid and comraunicatiou with that under my command, 
depending fur its subsistence upon the means which had been provided for the 
army, and the whole hearing upon the enemy’s front. Our operations, when we 
should have joined, would have been those of a superior army pressing upon an 
inferior on its retreat ; but notliing which we coidd have done would have cut off 
this retreat ; the enemy muet have been in Lisbon before us ; tlie Tagus would 
have been the enemy’s to the last moment of their passage ; and, after they should 
have crossed, the necessity of possessiug oumlyes of the forts on the river, and 
tlie Russian fleet in the first instance, and the want of boats, which the enemy 
would have carried oif, would have given them ample time to make all their 
arrangements in Alentejo before our troops could reach them. But in cairying on 
these operations we should have been involved in many difficulties and distresses, 
wliich might have again placed in a state of risk all the objects of the campaign. 

‘ The communication with the shipping on the coast of Portugal is at all times 
precarious ; and becomes more so towards the end of August, and is at length 
quite impracticable. In fact, many boats were swamped in the last week in 
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August, vessels lost llieir anchors, and more than once the fleet was obliged to go 
to sea in danger. On the 22d Aug. there were 11 days’ bread in cauip fur tlie 
original force which marched from Lavas on the 0th and lOtli Aitg. ; the troops 
which had landed on the 20th had brought 4 days’ broad for themselves, and 
the supply for the whole might have been fur 8 or 9 days, and no means could be 
procured of moving a larger quantity ; no bread wliatover could he procured in 
the country ; and, in point of fact, 1 hclicve that, excepting a few thousand rations 
of bread left behind by the rrcnch at Alcohaja, Cabins, and Torres Vedras, and 
which were given to the Portuguese troops, the country supplied not a single ration 
from the time the troops landed till I came away on the 20th Sept. 

‘ It was obvious, then, that when Sir J. Moore's corps should land at Maceira, 
and should nearly double the consumption of Ibo army, without increasing the 
means of procuring and conveying its supply, there was a risk of its being in want. 
Sir J. Moore’s corps could not he expected to be on shore and in a situation to 
commence its operations till the end of August, during which period the enemy 
would have fortified his position at Cabeqa de Montachique, and in the rear 
towards Lisbon ; and it would have been mireasonable to expect to be able to 
force or turn them in less than ten days. During the whole of this period, ns well 
as during the time that would bo employed in landing Sir J. Moore's corps, the 
whole army would have subsisted, and would have depended, upon the means 
which had been collected and provided for the subsistence of half of it ; and it 
would have been certain of a supply only at the time it should reach and he in 
possession of the river 'Tagus so as to admit the transports. 

‘ After we should have obliged the enemy to cross the Tngns, and we should 
have possessed ourselves of the forts on that river, and of the Russian fleet, and 
we should have crossed that river with the British army, we must have placed 
ourselves in a situation to invest ELvas for a blockade or a regular siege. In either 
case, the army would have been exposed to the cfiTects of a bad chmate in the 
worst season of the year; and iii the latter case, they would have had to move the 
means for the siego from Ahrantes, beyond which plaee the 'Tagus would not havb 
carried them, to me scene of action, a distance of not loss timn 60 miles. After 
having performed this operation, the army would have been obliged to i-enew it in 
order to obtain possession of Almeida, I am convinced that we should not have 
had possession of Elvas till late in December; and I think it more than probable 
that we should have been glad to allow the French to evacuate Portugal in that 
mouth instead of August, if we had persevered, after having sustained the loss of 
a great part of our army by sickness, and of 3 months of most valuable time with 
reference to further operations. 

‘ 1 conceived that tlie ohjeota of His Majesty and of the Spanish nation wore, 
that the British army siiould co-operate witli the Spanisli armies. I believed that 
the only mode in which the operations of the Spanish corps could he brought to 
hear upon the same object, was by tlie influence whicli the co-operation of a British 
army would give to the government ; and I believed that it was important to the 
Spanish nation to have the co-operation of 30,000 British soldiers in Spain, to 
receive tlic assistance of 4000 Spaiiisli soldiers, who were prisoners to the French, 
and of about 2000 who were employed in Portugal. 

‘ 1 considered these objects to be so important as to counterbalance the disad- 
vantage of throwing 20,000 additional French troops, at no very remote period, 
upon the Pyrenees ; that the Spanish nation would gain, oven upon a comparison 
of immbei's, not less than 16,000 good troops ; but, if I were not mistaken in my 
political speculations upon this subject, they would likewise acquire strength in 
their own union, the amount of whieh could not he estimated ; which strength, I 
well knew, they could acquire from no other source excepting Portugal, if a British 
army were to give it to them, as L knew that this country could not alfurd to send 
out another army of sufficient strength. I may have been mistaken in my specu- 
lations upon this subject ; hut, in point of fac^ the Spanish nation do now enjoy 
the very advantages from the Convention to whicli 1 have above referred, and 
which 1 had in contemplation at the time the Armistice was negotiated; and 
besides these advantages they have acquired another, vis., the service of the army 
of Estvemadura, consisting of between 14,000 and 16,000 men, a part of them 
cavalry, which had been employed on the ft-ontiers of Portugal, and have been 
equipp^ from the stores of Elvas, and are on their march towards the ftoiitiers of 
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Prance ; and not a man of the French army which evacuated Portugal under the 
Convention has yet been brought, or can be brought for some time, upon the 
frontiers of Spain. 

‘ In reference to political and military objects, then, at least in my view of them, 
the measure of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal was an advantage. If I 
was mistaken in my view of this advantage, it was a mistake into which I fell with 
the Spaniards themselves ; for the army of Dupont, which was really in a situation 
to be obliged to surrender, was allowed to evacuate Andalusia by sea, and to serve 
again, under the Convention made by the Spanish General Castanos. If, however, 
it rvas an advantage, there is another question attending it, whicli is, was it dis- 
graceful per se? I am not now discussing the detail of the Convention ; but tiie 
mere measure of allotving the French to evacuate Portugal. 

‘ Tliose wlio argue upon this part of the subject contend, that the French ought 
to have been forced to lay down their arms. It is certainly a very desirable object, 
at all times, to oblige tbe army of an enemy to lay down its arms ; but the question 
here was one of means. I wish that those who think that the French ought to 
have been obliged to lay down their arms had reviewed tlie history of all or of any 
of tlie armies wliieh have lieen forced to adopt that extremity, and had compared 
their situation witii tliat of the Frencli army in Portugal, lliose armies have 
invariably been surrounded by bodies superior in numbers, in equi]nnents, or in 
efBciency ; and have been distressed, or in the utmost danger of immediate dish'css, 
for the want of provisions, and without hope of relief. X need not point out to 
this Board, that the French army in Portugal were not in that situation, and were 
not likely to he in such a situation. In fact, they had the military possession of 
Portugal ; they had their magazines in the country, the fortresses, and tlie har- 
bours ; and they incurred no risk of distress from the want of provisions ; but we, 
who were to oblige them to lay down their arms, did incur that risk, till we should 
obtain possession of the Tagus. But this is not all. Let the measure of allowing 
the French to evacuate Portugal he compared with other measures of the same 
description which have been not only approved, but deservedly, in my opinion, 
extolled in this country. Let the situations of tbe garrisons of Cairo and Alexan- 
dria be compared with tbe situation of the French army in Portugal ; and 1 believe 
it will be admitted tliat the latter possessed advantages which the former did not ; 
at the same time that those who had to decide upon this measure in Portugal 
knew that there must have been other objects for the British troops in that country, 
which tile situation of Europe, at the time of the Conventiou in Egypt, did not hold 
out to the British troops employed there. 

‘ But althougii I concurred in the general principle of the measure of evacuation, 
and advised it, I did not agree in lUl the details either of the Armistice or of tbe 
Convention. In the first place I must inform this Board that in tbe first iiiter^'iew 1 
had with Sir H. Dalrymple, after his arrival in Portugal, on the nioniing of the 22d 
Aug., I, who am supposed to have been his adviser, and am here now for no 
crime excepting my supposed advice, had reason to believe that I did not possess 
bis confidence ; nay, more, that lie was prejudiced against tbe opinions which I 
should give liiin. I had an opportunity of talking to him upon business tliat 
morning, as 1 can prove ; in consequence of which I formed this belief; of wliich, 
if it is &sired, I will state tbe grounds. I may have been mistaken in it ; hut I 
certainly entertained it, as I can prove, if the Board wish it, by an examination 
of those to whom I confided it. But I think the Board will he inclined to admit 
that I might have had grounds for helieviiig that Sir H. Dalrymple was prqudiced 
against the opinions which I should give him, when they sliall recollect his own 
account of the opinions he entertained of the operations 1 had conducted even 
before he landed. 

‘ Gen. Kellermann arrived at the advanced sentries of the British army between 
1 and 2 o’clock of the 22d, and sent in a flag of titice to announce that he wished 
to speak to me, who, of course, he supposed commanded the army. It is true, as 
stated by Sir H. Dalrymple, that there was an alarm in the camp when he arrived, 
which was occasioned by a Portuguese oiiicer who had come from Gen. Frcire, 
at Lourinha, and who represented Gen. Kellermann’s escort, wliicli he had seen, 
as the whole French army. The Commander of the Forces was to do me the 
honor of dining with me on that day, and as he was then riding into the village 
of Vimeiro, I asked him whether I should go up to the out-posts and speak 'to 
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Qen. Kellermaim ? His answer was “ No ; tliat the General had desired to speak 
to him, the Commander of the army, and that he would receive him at my quarters. 
Gen. Kellermann was brought there, and he arrived at about half past 2. 

' Shortly after his arrival, Sir Hew sent for me into the room in which they 
were, and oomraunionted to me the object of Gen. Kellcrmuun’s mission, which 
was repeated fay Kuliermaim in my presence, and he afterwards read from a paper 
a memorandum of the wishes of the French Commander in Chief. Sir H. Dul- 
rymplc, Sir H. Burrard, and I withdrew into an inner room to deliberate upon 
Kellermanii'a propositions; but we had not the paper, us I had refused to take it, 
conceiving that the negotiation then going on ought to he coniined to a mere sus- 
pension of hostilities. When wo liad gone into the inner room, 1 told Sir li. 
Dalryinple that I considered that it was advisable to allow the French to cvaciuilc 
Portugal, for reasons upon which I am afraid I have already delayed the Court 
too long; and I said that I did not conceive tliat there existed any objections at 
that moment to granting the French a suspension of hostilities for 48 hours, for 
the purpose of negotiating a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal. WJiether 
Sir Hew acquiesced in my opinion upon this subject, or I in his, I do not reoul- 
Icct, nor is it material ; but 1 know that we all agreed that there was no ohjeotion 
to allow the French to evacuate Portugal hy sea. I tlien told Sir Hew that I 
thought there was an objection, in point of form, to allow the negotiation then 
going on to extend to other objects than the mere suspension of hostilities ; and 
that for that reason I had declined to take from Kellermann the paper which he 
had read to us ; hut of which I told him that 1 accurately remenmered all the 
}>ai'ticii]ar8. He was of opinion, however, that as long as we agreed upon the 
material point, viz., that the French should be allowed to evacuate Portugal by 
sea, it was useless ■' to drive them to the wall upon a point of form;” and in tliia 
manner this objection was overruled. 

‘ After dinner the negotiation with Kellermann was continued. The first point 
which was discussed was the moperty which llte French were to carry olF with 
them, which was explained hy him to mean only the “ miUtary baggage and 
equipments,” 

' The next point of difficulty was that respecting the Eussiaus, which at lirsl 
stood in a form different from that in which it stands in the Armistice ; and upon 
this point I stated to Sir U. Halrymple my opinion, that the French ought not to 
be allowed to stipulate for the llnssimis at all. He would not allow the article in 
respect to the Russians to stand ns at ftrst proposed hy Kellermaim, iiiidor which they 
would have returned to the Onltic uiiuiulested ; and, in point of fact, the French 
General at first consented, ns I iiiiderslood, to leave out the stipulation in respect 
to the Russians, on the gi'ound that it was n point refcmhlo to tlie Admiral. Ho 
brought it forward again, however, in the slinpc in wliich it now staiids, and the 
Commander of the Forces consented to allow it to remain in the tronly, with the 
condition, that, if the Admiral did not agree to it, it must he struck out. 

‘'When Gen. Kellermann first proposed the arraiigomciit in respect to the 
Russians, os it now stands in the Armistice, tiie Commander of tho Forces, Sir l-I. 
Burrard, and I, withdrew into the inner room ; and I told his Kxcclleiicy what 
had passed between Admiral Sir C. Cotton and me, upon this siih|eet, in a con- 
ference which I had with the Admiral, when I was at the mouth of tlic Tagus, on 
the 26th and 27th July. The Admiral had then told me, tliat he had heard that 
the Russian Admu'ol intended to remain neutral in tiie contest between the 
British and the French troops ; and would claim tiie neutrality of the port of Lisbon ; 
and Sir C. Cotton asked me what 1 tiuiiight upon lliat claim ? 1 told him that 1 
thought the only way of getting rid of it was, to he so quick in yur operations, 
that tlicre would he no time fur the Fortuguese to make it before he womd attack 
the Russian fleet ; and tliat it was a subject upon which it would be necessary 
to make reference to England. I pointed out to Sir Hew, however, that this was 
a claim which migiit be made by tlic Russiana on their own acpouat, or by the 
Portuguese in favor of tlio Russians, hut not by tlie Frenoli. The Commander of 
the Forces appeared to be of opinion that iis tlio question was, in fact, understood 
by Kellermaim to be referable to the Admh'al, it was not important whether this 
agreement was in the arrangement or not. 

_ ' It is true, as stated hy Sir H. Dalrjmiple, that tliere was a long, and the longest, 
dis'cnsslon, upon the point relating to tlie Kussiiins ; hut it related to a claim made 
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by Gen. Kellermann, that the Russian fleet should be allowed to depart from Lis- 
bon, and that the British fleet should not be allowed to pursue them for a limited 
time. The Commander of the Forces, however, insisted that they should have 
no more in the port of Lisbon than the rights of a neutral nation ; and this point 
was yielded by Gen. Kellermann. 

‘The next point of importance was that relating to the length of time during 
which the suspension of hostilities shotdd last ; and Sir H. Dalrymple admits that 
I proposed to limit the duration of the suspension of hostilities to 48 hours only, 
whereas that he preferred the proposal of Gen. Kellermann, that the suspension 
should he unlimited in the first instance, and followed by a limited suspension of 
48 hours when either party should wish to put an end to it. 

‘ I shall consider presently the advantage which I conceived the limited term 
of suspension had over the unlimited term, in the then situation of the two armies. 
But I shall now consider tliis circumstance in another point of view. First, 1 am 
called the negotiator of this instrument, and in this important point the plan of the 
French General is adopted instead of mine, by the Commander of the Forces. 
But, secondly, 1 am called the adviser of these measures, and for this crime of 
advice I am here. Now although I must submit to incur disgrace and punish- 
ment, where I shall be found to deserve those misfortunes, I must say thatl think 
it is a new measure of punishment which appem's invented for me ; tliat 1, a sub- 
ordinate ofiicer, am to he punished for advising measures which were not con- 
ducted according to my advice. I say that tins point was most important in a 
view to the state of our resources, to the state of the eeason, and to the tone in 
which the Convention should be negotiated ; and above all, it was important in a 
view to the threats of the French in respect to the Russians. If there was any 
foundation for those threats, which I acknowledge I imagined there was, and that 
tliey would have received assistance from the Russians ; if the Admiral refused 
his consent to the article respecting the Russian fleet, which I was sure he would 
do ; it was most important that if the negotiations should then be broken off, and 
notice given of tlic conclusion of tlie suspension of hostilities, a period of 48 
lioiira aliould not ho allowed to the French to eejuip and prepare the Russians 
before no should begin our operations. If we denved any advantoge, which I 
contend wo did not, from prolonging the suspension of hostilities, 1 was sure that 
we could always prolong it. But whatever may have been tlie opinion of the 
Cummuiider of the Forces on the 22d, and whatever may be Sir H. Dalryinple’s 
opinion now, he was of a diflTerent opinion on the 25th Aug. ; and, in point of 
fact, when he began to negotiate, he did at my suggestion give notice of the con- 
clusion of the suspension of hostilities in 48 hours nom noon of the 26th Aug., as 
nppcai-s by hia instmetiona of the 25 th Aug. to Lieut. Col. Hurray. 

‘ After the articles were settled. Sir H.TJalrymple says, that Gen. Kellermann 
asked him who should sign the Armistice, and he said himself, and he was about 
to sign it, when Gen. KeUerraann informed him that my name was in tlie title, 
and that it was not usual for an offleer of the rank of Commander in Chief to sign 
an instrument with one of inferior rank. I am afraid that Sir H. Dalryniple’s 
memory has not served him very well upon this occasion : if my name had been 
at that time inserted in tlie title of the instrument, as tlie negotiator of it, Gen. 
Kellermann could have no reason to ask who was to sign it ; and if this question 
was asked by Gen. Kellermann after the instrument was drawn up, and Sir H. 
Dalrymple was about to sign it, he was about to sign it without reading the instru- 
ment ; for if he had read it, he would have seen that my name was used in it. 
The fact is, that when the terms had been generally settled, Gen. Kellermann was 
dictating the fair copy of the instrument to the ofiicers who were writing it, and 
before he wrote or dictated the title, lie asked Sir H. Dalrymple who was to sign 
it? and Sir Hew said Iiimself. Gen. Kellermann then represented that lie (Sir 
Hew), being Commander in Chief, ought nut to sign an agreement with an inferior 
ofiicer, and proposed that I shoiild sign it. Sir H. Dalrymple then came into 
another room, where I was, and told me that Gen. Kellermaiui had proposed that 
I should sign the instrument, and he asked me whether I had any objections to 
doing so. My answer was, that 1 would sign any paper he wished me to sign. 

‘ It may not he very important at what period Sir H. Dalrymple had intended 
to sign the instrument; but this is very obvious, that he had intended to sign it, 
which he would not have done if I had negotiated it; and, indeed, the very ques- 
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tion asked by Gen. Kellertnann showed who was the negotiator ; for if it Imd been 
me, or if it had been Sir H. Burrard, there would have been no doubt, and the 
question would have been useless j but ns Sir H. Dulrjrinple was the negotiator 
himself, and it was not regular for nnoiliucr coinmaudiiig in chief to sign an agree- 
ment with an officer of inferior rank, Gen. Kellermaim was obliged to inquire who 
should sign ; and in point of fact proposed me. T repeat that I was not in tlie 
room at tlie time this conver.'iBtion between Gen. Keilerinaiin and Sir H. Dalryinplo 
took place ; but ns 1 went into tlie room more than once while tlie oificers were 
writing the instrument, which was afltcr I had been asked and Iiad consented 
to sign it, I know it must have been when the title was making out, and not when 
the whole was drawn up. M'lien it was drawn up I rend it over, iind nt the table 
gave it to .Sir H. Oalrytnplc to rend, with nn observation, that it wtis an .extra- 
ordinary paper. He answered that it did not contain anything that had not been 
settled, and I then signed it. This is the mode in whicli this agreement was 
negotiated j and I repeat that I never co.isidered myself in any maim er rpsjjonsihlo 
for its contents, or for the manner in which it was drawn np. It is perfectly true 
tliat I advised tlie principle of the arrangement, that I assisted the Commander in 
Chief in discussing tlie different points witli Gen. Kellcrmann, and that 1 gave 
him my opinion when he asked it, and when I tliought it desirahle to give it him. 
But I was not the negotiator, and could not be, and was not so considered, the 
Commander of the Forces being present in the room deciding upon nil points, and 
taking part in all discussions. If, indeed, the Commander of the Forces had ^iven 
me iiistrnclions to negotiate this instiiiment, imd 1 had then negotiated and signed 
it, I miglit have been responsible for its contents, or at all events for the manner 
in which it was drawn up ; but as it is, my signature is a mere form. But this 
instmincnt, about which so much has been said, and vespocting wlilcli I liavo 
troubled the Court so much at length, is in point of fact a dead letter ; it was never 
ratified by any of the parties in whoso name it was concluded, and no one article 
in it was over carried into execution, excepting that by which hostiUtics were 
snsponded. From the beginning, my object had been to keep the Ilussians clear 
from the French. 1 have shown that I endeavored to cifect that object in tliu 
negotiation of the Armistice ; and 1 will now show tbo subsequent measures which 
I adopted with a view to effect the same object in tlie subsequent negotiations. 

‘ At 3 o'clock on the morning of the 23d, the array mni-ched under my ciim- 
mnnd to Ramulhal. Lieut, Col. Murray had been sent off from Vimoiro at an 
early hour, to ciniimniiicate to tile Admiral the contents of the ngreeiiient fur 
suspending hostilities ; and upon my arrival at the ground nt Ramnliiul, I gave to 
the Commander of the Forces a paper, of which what fullows is a copy,'* 

' The object of the paper was to got the Ilussians out of the hands of the French ; 
and I did think that it was a matter of indifference what arrnngeineiit was made 
with them, or what became of the Russian fleet, provided it was not allowed to 
return to the Baltic. I was, and am still of imimnn, that the best arrangement 
would have been to leave them in the port of Lisbon, on the ground of its neu- 
trality. Two events inip;ht have occurred, either of whieh would have placed 
them in our hands ; and m the mean time the officers and seamen would not have 
been sent hack to Russia to co-operate in the war against the Swedes, 

* One of the events is the declaration of Russia against the Spaniards and Por- 
tuguese, the other the re-entry of the French into Portugal. But whatever may 
have been the nature of the terms to he granted to the Russians, it appeared to 
me most important that the French should have nothing to do with the negotia- 
tions affecting their fleet. I beg to observe to tbo Court that it always occurred 
to me, that one of tlie practical effects of the Convention with the French for the 
evacuation of Portugal jmi.st have hocii to give to llie Russians the benefit of tho 
neutrality of the port of Lisbon. Tbo Convention must have provided for the 
occupation of the forts of the Tagus by the British troops, and at this time tlie 
Portuguese flags would he hoisted. It would ho inqiossible for tho British Admiral 
to go in and attack the Russians while the arrangement under the Conveutiou 
should ba in the course of execution; and while they would have contimicd in 
this state the Russians would have time to claim, and the Portuguese to grant, the 

• Sc6 p. 98. 
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neutrality of the port. The question then must have been referred to the British 
government, and would have been discussed between them and the Portuguese. 

‘ I do not know whether Sir H. Dalrymple sent instructions to Lieut. Col. 
Murray according to the recommendation contained in the paper which I have 
just read ; but I ratlier believe lie did not, as he appeared to he convinced tliat the 
Admiral would not agree to the terms proposed for them under tlie 7th article of 
the agreement for suspending hostilities. Lieut. Col. Murray returned to llanialhal 
from the Admiral in tlie night of the 24tl), and having culled upon me to inform 
me that the Admiral would not consent to die terms proposed for the lliissians, 
I desired him to tell the General that, in my opinion, he ought to inform the 
French Commander in Chief, as soon as possible, that he should consider the 
suspension of hostilities at an end in 48 horn's. 

‘ I waited upon Sir H. Dalrymple at daylight on the morning of the 25th, in 
company with Capt. Malcolm of the Navy; and, in his presence, 1 told him that 
I thought that he ought immediately to put an end to tlie suspension of hostilities, 
on the ground of the Admiral's dissent from the articles, without specifying whicli 
of them ; and to leave it to the French Commander in Chief to renew the nego- 
tiation for the evacuation of Portugal, if he should think proper, but tliat we ought 
to lose no further time in advancing. I then pointed out to Sir H. Dalrymple the 
practical inconvenience which resulted at that moment from his having allowed 
the French a suspension of hostilities for an unlimited period of time, followed by 
a limited period of 48 hours. 

‘ Sir H. Dalrymple told me that as soon as Lieut. Col. Murray should have 
rested himself he would draw up a report of what had passed between him and the 
Admiral, on which he should he better able to form his opinion. In tlie course 
of that morning he sent for me again, and he .showed me the report which Lieut. 
Col. Murray had made. I again recommended to him to put an end to the sus- 
pension of hostilities, on the ground of the Admiral's dissent, without entering into 
details, and to leave it to tlie French Commander in Chief to recommence the 
negotiation for the evacuation, if he should think proper. Sir II. Dalrymple was, 
however, of a diiferetit opinion, and determined to communicate, through Lieut. 
Col. Murray, to the French Commander in Chief the Admiral’s sentiments on the 
agreement for suspending hostilities ; because Lieut. Coi. Murray informed us that, 
when lie was leaving the I/ibernia, with lunot’s aide de camp, the latter had asked 
him whether anything had passed with the Admiral likely to break off the nego- 
tiation, and had urged the propriety of informing Junot if tliat was the case. Tiie 
Lieut. Colonel had replied, that he did not think that any thing had occurred 
wliich ought to preclude further negotiation. 

‘ Tile Commander of tlie Forces having thus determined that he wculd com- 
municate to tile French Commander in Chief, in detail, the Admiral's sentiments 
on the Armistice, Lieut. Col. Murray’s instructions were drawn, by which he was 
ordered to give notice of the end of the suspension of hostilities in 48 hours; and 
he was authorised to negotiate a Convention with the French for the evacuation 
of Poi-tiigal, on the terms contained in the paper which I had delivered to the 
General on the 23d Aug., and which I have just read tu the Court. 

‘ Tliiis, then, between the 23d and 2dth, I took two opportunities of endeavor- 
ing to effect the object I had in view, viz., to separate the Russians from the 
French ; and I really believe that, if tlie Commander of the Forces had not been 
influenced by his desire to perform with good faith tliat to which he tiiought Lieut. 
Col. Murray had bound him by his conversation with Juuot's aide de camp, and 
had not stated to Junot the detail of the Admiral’s sentiments respecting the 
Russians, the negotiation would have been continued with tiie French only, and 
the Russians would have been left to their fate. But the Court will see that 1 
made another effort to effect this same object on the 27th, and that, in point of 
fact, it was effected ; and that the General gave orders that the negotiation should 
he broken off entirely, if it was not so understood. 

‘ Lieut. Col, Murray went to Lisbon on the 2Stii ; and on the 27th, in the morn- 
ing, Sir H. Dalrymple sent for me and Sir J. Moore, and not Sir H. Burrard, as 
stated by Sir H. Dalrymple, to communicate to os a letter received from Lieut. 
Col. Murrays, and another from Junot. Lient. Col. Murray reported that Junot 
had agreed to continue the negotiation witiiout reference to the article of the 
Armistice relative to the Hussions ; and that the suspension of hostilities would 
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terminate at a partio.ular hone named, unless the negotiation, in which ho was 
engaged with Gen. Kellermami, should he brought to a conclusion. 

‘ Gen. Junot appeared, by his letter, to tiiink that the suspension of hostilities 
was still indefinite, and to consider the negotiation of tlie Military Convention 
as depending upon the negotiation of the Naval Convention between the British 
and the Russian Admirals. 

‘ I recommended to the General to instruct, mid I draw for liiin instructions to 
Lieut. Col. Munny, which are in the collection of papers dated llie 27tli Aug., 
which 1 will now read, by which lie was directed to call upon Gen. Kcllermanu 
to explain and reconcile the difteronce between his (Lieut. Col. Murray’s) state- 
ment and the General's intention, and that contained in ■hinot's letter to Sir II. 
Didrymple ; and to lireak otf the ne;'otiation, and to come away witliin the period 
limited for the suspension of liostiTitios, if this explanation shonid not be satis- 
factory i but that if the explanation shonid be satisfactoi-y, lie was to continuo the 
negotiations; and if further time was necessary to enable him to bring them to a 
conclusion, he was permitted to suspend hostilities for a further period of 21 hours. 
Lieut, Col. Murray was also directed to inform Gen. ICcllermanu that it was 
expected that, in mturc, Junot should confine to tlie channel of Lieut. Col. Mur- 
ray any communication he had to make to Sir H. Dalrymple. 

‘ Sir H. Dalrymple says, in his nairative, that there was but little dilTerence 
between Junot’s letter and Lieut, Col. Murray's. I have not got Lieut. Col. 
Murray’s letter, but, as well as I recollect, the difference was very material. At 
all events, it appears from the letter of the 27th, that Junot's notion was incon- 
sistent with the intention of the Commander of the Forces, which intention was to 
allow the French to have nothing to say to tiie Itussinn negotiation ; and that was 
what Lieut. Col. Murray was ordered to set right in this ielter written by mo. I 
never saw the answer to this letter, nor do I know any thing further of the nego- 
tiation till the 2dth ; but I believe the Court will be of opinion, tlint if the plan 
detailed in that letter had been carried into execution, tlierc would have been no 
occasion for treating with the llussians and the French at the same time. 

' On the 28th, that part of the army which had been originally under my com- 
mand marched to the neighbourhood of Torres Vodras, leaving Gen. Anstruthcr's 
and Gen. Acland's brigades, and a part of Sir J. Moore’s corps, which had been 
landed, in the camp at Ramalhal. On tlie 2yth, in the morning, Sir II. Dal- 
ryinple sent for me to Ilamallial, where I went to lake into consideration a Con- 
vention w’hich had been agreed upon between Gen. Kellermaiin and Lieut, Col. 
Murray, and had been ratified by Gen. Junot, dated the 28th Aug. There wero 
present at head quarters. Sir II. Burrard, Sir J. Moore, Lieut. Gen. Hope, Lieut. 
Gen. Mackenzie Fraser, and myself; and tlie Convention was taken into cun.'.i- 
deration article by article. It was altered in many important particulars. 

‘1st. The article respecting property was placed on a proper footing; the 
French were to be allowed to carry off only tiieir military equipments ; and were 
to restore property of all descriptions which had been taken from Iho churches or 
the inhabitants of Portugal. 

‘ 2dly. The security ^iven to the purchasers of property from the French was not 
afforded by the alteration made. 

‘3dly. The French were to find the tranaporti for their own cavalry. 

‘ 4thly. The Commander of the Forces engaged to use his good offices, instead 
of stipulating for indemnity, for the inhabitants of Portugal in the French interest, 
during the time they should remain in Portugal. 

‘Stilly. The French were required to evacuate all the Forts on the right of the 
Tagus immediately, as far up as Belem ; and Lisbon itself, when the second divi- 
sion should embark. 

‘ I was most anxious, and pressed upon Sir H. Dalrymple that they should bo 
required to evacuate Lisbon, and to cross the Tagus forthwith, according to the 
plan recommended in the pniicr which I had given him on the 23d, in order to 
give us possession of the harbour, and the use of the navigntiun of tlie river ; 
because, ns I told him, he would not be able to conduct the service, and do all 
that would be necessary to refit the. army, unless ho should have a free and easy 
communication between every corps of the army and the transports ; that this 
would be impossible even with the possession of Belem ; if the French were to 
continue in Lisbon with a circuit of 3 leagues ; and that the navigation of the 
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Tagus, at an early period, was necessary in a wew to the future operations of the 
army. Sir H. Dalrymple overruled this proposition of mine, and directed that 
the article might stand as I have above stated, viz., gitdng to the French a cir- 
cuit of 2 leagues round Lishon, with a league of distance between their posts and 
ours ; and to us tlie possession of all the forts on the right bank of the Tagus, 
including Belem. 

' 1 beg that the Court trill not understand, diat this meeting of the Lieutenant 
Generals of the army, at Sir H. Dalrymple 's onarters, or that any of the meetings 
which I had with him during the coui-se of uiese negotiations, w'ere at all of the 
nature of councils of war. They were merely meetings of General oilicers 
with whom the Commander of the Forces chose to converse on the subjects then 
under his consideration ; hut, whatever might be the opinion of any, or the whole 
of those officers, he decided for himself; and, in this last meeting of the 29th 
Aug., he decided for himself upon every proposition. I never knew for what 
reason the unprovements made in the Convention in this meeting of the 20th 
Aug. were not carried into execution. I returned to Torres V edi'as after the 
meeting was concluded ; head quarters were moved there on the following day, 
the SOtli ; but 1 did not see the Commander in Chief, and I marched to Sobral 
with my division on the morning of the 31st. When I was near Sobral, 1 received 
a message from the Commander in Chief, acquainting me that the Convention bad 
arrived, signed by Gen. Kellermann and Lieut. Col. MtuTay, and desiring to see 
me ; but I was an far from Torres Vedras, that 1 conceived 1 should nut be able 
to arrive there in time, and I did not go; and the Court will sec that my name is 
not in the list of those officers who were present at this meeting, as read by Sir 
H. Dalrymple. I understand, however, that the Commander in Cliief ratified 
the Convention on that day, without any of the alterations made by the meeting 
of General officers on the 29th Aug. ; and, in point of fact, I never saw the Con- 
vention till I arrived in England. 

' I have now stated to the Court all that I had to do with the treaties, and the 
opinions I gave to the Commander of the Forces at different periods while they 
were negotiating ; and I really believe that if a Convention for the evacuation of 
Portugal had been concluded according to the terms which Sir H. Dalrymple 
admits I recommended to him on tlie 2.3d Aug., and witli which he actually 
instructed Lieut. Col. Murray on the 25th Aug., tlie country woitld have been 
satisfied. But there is one article in the Convention pimticnlarly disapproved of 
in this country, of which I approved, notwithstanding that it is not contained in 
that paper wliich I gave to the Commander of the Forces on the 23d. It relates 
to the Spanish prisoners, who were certainly at the time of the Convention com- 
pletely and entirely in the power of the French. The Court will observe that the 
principle upon which I thought that any Convention ought to he made with the 
French was, that they had the military possession of the country ; and that their 
retreat was open to Elvas and Almeida: they had in their power to do as they 
pleased with their Spanish prisoner's ; and I conceived that they had a fair claim 
to be allowed for them in tlie negotiation. The exchange of the Frenchmen 
taken in Spain, not in military operations, for these Spaniards, appeared to me to 
he not an inireasonahle ariangement; and it was one to which 1 had reason to 
believe the Junta of Galicia, at least, would not object. The only objection which 
I saw to the article was, that the Commander of the Forces engaged to obtain the 
release of the Frenchmen, instead of engaging to use his good offices to obtain 
their release ; and he appears to have directed that an alteration might be made 
in this article, by his letter to Lieut. Col. Murray of the 29th Aug,, which 1 heard 
read to the Court. 

‘ It will be necessary that I should call evidence to support part of tliis state- 
ment; hut I will trouble the Court as little as possible. 1 nave called no evidence 
yet; and I beg leave now to declare, that the officers at home from the army are 
here on leave of absence, either on account of their health or their private afihirs ; 
and have not been called, and are not detained by me.’ 

Lieut. Col, Torrens was examined by Sir A. Welledey’s desire. 

‘Q. Do you recollect my having bad a conversation with you on the night of 
the 22d Aug., or the morning of tlie 23d, respecting my having signed the Ar- 
mistice? 
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* A, At daylight on tho morning of the 23d, Sir A. Wellesley mentioned to me 
tho occurrences which had taken place tho evening before ; and mentioned that 
he had signed the Armistice hy the desire of Sir H. Diilryinple, altliougli he 
totally disapproved of many points in it, and of the tone of tho language in whicii 
it was drawn up. 

' Q, Did I state to you wliat parts of it I disapproved of? 

‘ A. You principally stated that you disapproved of the article that provided 
for tlie neutrality of the Russians, and of tlie 48 lumrs wliich hud been given to 
the enemy, from the termination of the Ariuisticc, before hostilities should again 
coninicnco. 

‘Q. Do you recollect my having expressed to you great uncasiuess on the 22d, 
upon finding that 1 did not possess the confidence of the Commander in Cliief ? 

‘A. I do recollect that Sir A. Wellesley did e.vpress, after he had had a moot- 
ing with the Commander of the Forces upon his landing at Maooira, that ho had 
to regret that it was apparent that he had not the conhdence of the Commander 
of the Farces; or words to that effect. 

‘ Q. Did 1 state to you ray reasons? 

‘A. You did. 

' Q. State them. 

‘A. Sir A. Wellesley told me, that upon the landing of Sir H, Dalrymple, lie 
had gone to him to represent to him the necessity of an advance, and that lie 
stated his reasons for thinking it necessary. Sir H. Dnlrymnlc replied, that 
he had just arrived, and was consequently unable to form any jungineiit upon tlio 
matter; upon wliicli, an officer of the St^ spoke apart to Sir H. Dalrymple, and 
then followed Sir A. Wellesley, and told him, it was the desire of the Cominiiiidcr 
of the Forces that he should make preparations for the march of the army, and 
give what orders he thought iiecesatiry for it. 

‘ Q. Was that officer of the staff, Lieut. Col. Murray? 

*A. Yes. 

‘Q. Do you recollect that I told you that Lieut. Col. Miirrayhad spoken to the 
Commander of the Forces upon the necessity of marching, in consequouce of my 
having urged that necessity upon him (Lieut. Col. Murray) after tho Commander 
of the Forces had declined to attend to my recommendation ? 

‘A. I certainly did understand from Sir A. Wellesley that Lieiil. Col. Murray 
had urged tlie necessity of nn advance to the Commander of liie Forces, in con- 
sequence of having had ii conference with him, Lieut. Col. Murray, on the siihiect ; 
but I cannot recall to my recollection whether, or not. Sir A. Wellesley told ma 
that ho Jiad had this conf'ci'ciicc with Lieut. Coh Murray after he had urged the 
matter himself to the Commander of the Forces.' 

Capt. Malcolm waa again examined hy Sir A. Wellesley’s desire. 

' Q, Do you recollect to have waited tipon tlie Commander in Chief, Sir H. 
Dalrymple, in company with me on the mornmg of tho 25th Aug. ? 

‘ A. I do. 

‘Q. Do you recollect Sir A. Wellesley having recommended to the Commander 
in Chief, to annuimce to Gan. Jimot ll'ic termination of the suspension of hos- 
tilities in 48 hours, without reference to the detail which had heen received of tlie 
sentiments of tlie Admiral, respecting the article of the Armislico regarding the 
Russians, and to leave to Gen. Junotto renew the negotiation if ho tliought proper ? 

‘ A. Yes, I do. 

‘ Q. Will you state what passed ? 

• A. On my going into the room. Sir H. Dalrymple informed Sir Arthur, that 
the Admiral would not agree to that part of tlie Armistice tliat regarded tlie Rus- 
sian fleet; Sir Arthur replied that he thought so. Sir Hew asked Sir Arthur for 
his opinion as to what stmis ought to he taken; Sir Arthur said, he tliought it 
most advisable to inform Gen. Jimot in general terms that tho Admiral disap- 
proved of the Armistice ; that he saw no necessity for pointing out tlie particular 
article which he disapproved, and proposed that Gen. Jimot should ho told tiiat 
tho suspension was to bo at an end in 48 hours, as had hocii agreed upon hy the 
Armistice, and to leave it to Gen. Jnnot to propose terns again if lie thought 
proper.' 
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Sir A. Wellesley now read an extract of a G. 0., which was admitted by Sir 
H. Dalrymple, viz. 

‘ G. O., Parole, Portugal. Head Quarters, Ramalhal, 27th Aug. 1808. 

‘ The rapid and skilful march, performed by the army commanded by Lieut. 
Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, marked in its progress by the talent of the General and the 
gallantry of the troops, and terminated by a victory greatlpr glorious to both, 
seemed to have accomplished the immediate object in view, without further opera- 
tion in the field. 

‘ Should that eiqiectalion be disappointed, the army will again advance, greatly 
augmented by the arrival of troops much more valuable from their composition 
than their numbers ; and if by this means there will remain less opportunity for 
the army at large to acquire renown by the encoimter of an army so greatly in- 
ferior in force, there will be greater occasion to display patience and cheerfulness 
under such privations as the exhausted state of the country and other circum- 
stances must necessarily produce. 

‘ H. Clinton, Adj. Gen.’ 

The Board now proceeded to question Major Gen. Spencer, by desire of Sir A. 
Wellesley; 

‘ Q. Were you aware that it had been arranged ivith Capt. Malcolm, that the 
Alfred should attend the movements of the army along the coast from the Mon- 
dego, in charge of the victuallers and store ships, as that ship was armed with 24 
pounders, and the ammunition for sieges expected from England was for 24 
pounders ? 

‘ A. The Alfred, 74 gun ship, was ordered, by Sir A. Wellesley's wish, for the 
express purpose of supplying the army with whatever heavy ordnance the Com- 
mander in Chief might require. 

‘ Q. Were you aware that, before the army was in a situation to attack Peniche, 
or any other fortified place, the ordnance store ship, loaded with ammunition for 
24 pounders and heavy mortars and stores for them, had joined the fleet, in charge 
of the Alfred ? 

* A. It joined the fleet a long time before they could have been required.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley was questioned by the Board; 

* Q. Had you heavy artUleiy on travelling carriages in the ordnance storo 
ship? 

' A. There were mortars, but no guns in the ordnance store ship.’ 

Lieut. Col. Torrens was asked, by Sir A. Wellesley’s desire, 

‘ Q. Do you recollect, that on the day the army marched from Vimeiro to 
Ramalhal, 1 wrote a paper as soon os the army had taken up its ground, for the 
use of Sir H. Dalrymple, which I gave you to copy, to the following purport : 

‘ “ 1st. It would be very desirable, &c. to Ramalhal, 23d Aug. 1808? ” * 

' A. When the army took up its ground at Ramalhal on the 23d Aug., Sir A. 
Wellesley wrote die memoranda which he has just read to the Court, and I 
copied it. 

‘ Q. Did I then take the original to Sir H. Dalrymple ? 

‘ A. Immediately after 1 copied it. Sir A. Wellesley himself carried die origmal 
to Sir H. Dalrymple.’ 

The Dep. Judge Advocate Gen. to the Rt. Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, E.B. 10th Dec. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you, by the desire of Gen. Sic D. Dundas, that the 
Board of Inquiry^ will on Tuesday next request of you to state all your proceed- 
ings from the time when you met Sir H. Burrard on board ship, on the 20th 
Aug., till the morning of the 22d, when Sir H. Dalrymple arrived and took the 
command; and to specify the several interviews which yon had with Sir H. 
Burrard during that period, die nature of the reports you made to him, the pro- 
positions (if any) which you laid before liim, and the orders or directions which 
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jrou received in consequence, with such explanatory reasons as occurred at the 
time in support of such propositions, 

I am desired to add, tlial tlio Board may linve some oUicr quesidons to propose 
to you, hut they would he glad to have the amoimt of tho above set forth in tho 
shape of a narrative, in order to save time. 

Sir A. Wellesley now read a paper in answer to tho above letter, as fellows : 

‘ Gen. Sir D. Dundas; My Lords and Gsnti.smsn, 

‘ Having been out of town at Brighton, I did not receive, till my return yester- 
day afternoon, the letter of tlie Judge Advocate General, of the 10th Deo., in which 
the Court have called upon me for a narrative of all niy proceedings from tho time 
I saw Lieut. Gen, Sit H. Burrard, on the 20th Aug., till the morning of the 22d, 
when Lieut. Gen. Sir I-I. Dalrymple arrived, and an account of the several inter- 
views I had with, and the reports I made to, Lieut. Gen, Sir H, Burrard in that 
interval. I beg leave to inform the Court, that even if the time which by acci- 
dent has been allowed mo to draw up this nan-ative had been longer, I should 
have ashed their permission to decline to make it in the present stage of their 
proceedings, I am perfectly ready to answer verbally, or in writing, any questions 
which the Court may put to me, and to give them every information in my power ; 
but Lieut. Gen. Sir 11. Burrard was my commanding ofHccr, and it rests with him 
to give such a narrative as he may think proper of all tlie circumstances which 
occurred during the period before referred to ; and I have no doubt whatever that 
it will be perfectly correct. 

‘ I may possibly feel it necessary afterwards to address observations to the 
Court, and to call certain witnesses before them, for wliich 1 shall hope for their 
indulgence.' 

Sir H. Burrard now read a narrative of his proceedings, from wliich the follow- 
ing is extracted : 

* About the close of the action, when it was evident that the enemy must he 
everywhere repulsed. Sir Arthur came up to me and proposed to advance : I un- 
dnstood he meant tho movement to be ffomour right and towards Torres Vedrns, 
with some circumstances 1 cannot now relate, ns they are imperfect in my 
memory, it not having struck me at die time, or till very lately, that It would ho 
necessary for me to account for every thing that passed on this subject : I an- 
swered that I saw no reason for altering my former resolution of not advancing, 
and, ns far as my recollection goes, I added that the same reasoning which before 
determined mo to wait for the reinforcements had still its full force in my judg- 
ment and opinion. I am certain Brig. Gen. Clinton and Lieut. Col. Murray were 
with me at the time, (with others of my Staff,) for they both immediately after- 
wards assui'cd lUG that in their opinion I had well decided. 

‘ Q. (By desire of Sir A. Wellesley to Sir H. Burrard.) Did you ever hear that 
it was a sftmding order of the army when under my command, that the troops, 
when ordered to march, shoidd cook a day’s provision ? 

' A. I think I have. 

' Q. The troops having on tho 20th had orders to march on the 21st, would tliey 
not have in their havresacks, during tlie action of tlic 21st, the provision for that 
day? 

• A. Certainly, if they had received orders to march. 

' Q. Did I not inform you on the evening of the 20tli that I had ordered the 
army to march on the following morning ? 

‘ A. I understood from Sir Arthur that he intended to march, and very probably 
he told me that he had ordered it. 

‘ Q. Having stated to the Board that I proposed to you on tlie field of battle to 
pursue the enemy upon one occasion, do yon recollect my having proposed it to 
you a second time, in consequence of a message which 1 had received from Gen. 
Ferguson ? 

‘ A. I do remember that Sir Arthur did mention something of the kind to mo, 
and, if I understood him right, it was to pursue on the left where there was open 
ground, and where the enemy's cavalry might have acted i Gen. Ferguson's bri- 
gade was then mucli in advance. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect that the ground in front of the position of Gen. Fane’s 
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and Gen. Anstrulber's brigades was bounded by a hill covered -with pine, to vhicli 
the right flank of those brigades would have been exposed, if they had pursued 
that part of the enemy’s army engaged with and defeated by them? 

‘ A. I know there was a hill in their ftont, and some pine wood on it. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect that in describing to you the disposition I had made of 
the army, and the orders which I had given to the different corps, I informed you 
that I had ordered Gen. Fane and Gen. Anstruther not to be induced to quit their 
position on any account, without receiving orders from me ? 

‘ A. I was informed that Gen. Fane's and Gen. Anstmther’s brigades were not 
to advance to follow the enemy ; but I did not understand that it was an order 
that had been given to them before they were engaged. Whether Sir Arthur told 
me, or somebody else, I do not recollect. 

‘ Q. Do yon recollect tliat the plan, according to wliich I proposed to you to 
follow up our advantages, was to move the brigade upon the right wing, Gen. 
Hill’s, Gen. Fane’s, and Gen. Anstruther’s upon Torres Vedrnaby the high road, 
and to follow the beaten enemy with the other 5 brigades and the Portuguese 
troops ? 

‘ A. I did not understand it in that detail : I understood that Sir A. Wellesley 
intended to march the brigades from his right upon Torres Vedras. Tho rest 1 
do not recollect as part of the plan mentioned to me. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect the first time I proposed to you to pursue the enemy, I 
mentioned the plan of the march to 'Forres Vedras, and the second time the pur- 
suit of the left to what you consider open ground? 

‘ A. I did not consider them as one and the some ]>lan ; I thought that Gen. 
Ferguson’s brigade was getting loo far, and I wished it to be stopped ; but I do 
not know that Sir A. Wwlesley mentioned it as the plan of the pursuit of the 
enemy by the right to Torres Vedras, and in front, with the other brigades. 

' Q. Was tbe period, at which you stale that you saw one of the corps of Gen. 
Ferguson’s brigade in advance, and in a run, before or after you had decided tliat 
the enenw should not be pursued, and before or after the last attack made by a 
corps of French infantry upon the 71at and 82d regts. ? 

' A. I think the attack made upon the two corps last mentioned was the very 
last of the action. What I have before said of tlie Tlst must have happened prior 
to that. 

' Q. Were not the 36th and 40th regts. in the seme brigade with the Tlst, and 
oil the same ground, and this brigade supported by the 29th regt, and in the rear 
by the brigades of Gen. Bowes and Gen. Acland, in column ofbvigades, through- 
out the action ; and, at its close, by that of Gen. C. Craufurd and the Portuguese 
detachment close on the left? 

‘ A. 1 believe they were. The exact situation of the Portuguese, and the bri- 
gade witli them, I cannot speak to so well.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley, by the Board : 

‘ Q. Was the high road which our right must have taken to Torres Vedras nearer 
to it than that which the enemy, who was engaged on our left, must have taken, 
to have reached that place 1 

‘ A. I should think it was ; the enemy must have gone by the road which fadls 
into the high road from Lourinlia to 'Forres Vedras. Our right would have marched 
by the direct road from Vimeiro to Torres Vedras.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley was further questioned by the Board: 

‘ Q. Had our troops followed promptly their first success, was there in your 
opinion a probability of our being able to have intercepted a great part of the 
French army that had been repulsed by our left wing, and who were retiring and 
in confusion? 

A. The enemy’s left,_which was engaged with onr right, retired by a road 
which leads along the heights towards Lourinho, on a diflerent side of the valley 
from that on which our left stood, and it began to retire at much about the same 
time that the attack began upon the left, consequently the left could not have been 
immediately employed in pursuit of those troops which had been engaged on our 
right. Those troops I believe continued in confusion in the woods which were 
on that side of the valley during a considerable part of the day, and this confusion 
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waa considcralily incroased, and its duration lengthened, by the attack made by 
onr cavalry. I certainly think that if the left wing of the army had followed up 
its advantages as I proposed, not only many prisoners would have been taken be- 
longing to the left wing of the French army, but likewise belonging to the right, 
ami that the whole of them were in such confusion, that, giving them full credit 
for great facility suul discipline in funning after having been broken, it would have 
been very diilicult, if not impossible, to form again. 

‘ Q. From the suggestion mentioned by you ns having come from Major Gen, 
Ferguson, for fallowing the French on the left, it should appear that some pause, 
if nut a close of the action hiid then taken place: whence did that cessation 
occur? 

‘ A. When the enemy were beaten on tlie left, I went to Sir I-I. Burrard, who 
was on the field of battle, and praposed to him the pursuit of the enemy. I did 
it in the way of a continuance or a renewal of the discirssion 1 had had with him 
in the Bratnen on the preceding evening, and 1 told him that that was his time to 
advance; that he ought to move the right wing to Toi-res Vedras, and pursue the 
beaten enemy with the left. I also stated to him that we had 12 days’ provi- 
sions in camp, and plenty of ammunition for another battle. Sir H. Burrard was 
of opinion tliat our advantages ought not to be followed up, much for tlie same 
reasons as ho had stated the night before, and he desired that I would halt the 
troops on the ground which tliey then occupied; at this time the Vlst and 82d 
were in a valley, the 40th and 36th immediately in their rear on the side of the 
valley, and the other troops formed in succession for their support. Nearly about 
the same time the last attack was made by a body of the enemy’s infantry upon the 
71st and 82d, and was repulsed, as is stated in my report to Sir I-I. Burrard; and 
it was after that, as well as I can recollect, that Gen. Ferguson sent his aide do 
camp, Capt. Mcllish, to inform me that great advantages might he derived from 
the coutinuanco of our advance ; and I took Capt. Mellish to Sir H. Burrard to 
endeavor again to prevail upon liim to allow us to continue in the pursuit of our 
advantages. 

‘ Q. ’rhen it was not exactly the pursuit of fugitives, but a movement after a 
repulsed enemy, which yon recommended to Sir H. Burrard? 

‘ A. Certainly ; the socond proposition did not go to the pursuit of the French 
army in the shape of fugitives, although they were still in gi-eat confusion, 

‘ Q. At tlie close of die action on our left, was any considerable part of tho 
enemy that had engaged our rigiit then in sight? 

‘ A. No. 

‘ Q. [By desire of Sir H. Burrard to Sir A, Wellesley.] If our army had pre- 
served their order in pursuing, must not the French have gained ground of tliem 
ill retiring in very loose order ; and if our infantry broke m their pursuit, would 
not the enemy have had a good opportunity of acting with their cavalry ? 

‘ A. In order to answer that question, 1 must state to the Court wlmtl conceive 
would have been the operadons of the two armies, if the plan proposed hud been 
adopted. By the march of the right to Torres V edros, the enemy would have been 
cut off from Lisbon by the nearest road to that place ; if they had retired upon 
Torres Vedras in the state of confusion supposed by the question, they would have 
been between two bodies of our troops. If they had chosen to go round by the 
other road to Lisbon, by Villa Franca and Aleinquer, it is perfectly true tliat in- 
fantry not formed would have got faster over the country than infantry wliich 
would have been under the necessity of preserving its order ; but I conceive that 
an army in tliat situation, followed even at a slower rate by a victorious enemy, is 
absolutely incapable of forming, or of appearing again in the shape of an army. 
There is no doubt hut that our infiinti-y inustluive kept its order and the comicctioii 
between otic coips and another in tliis proposed pursuit ; hut by its order I do not 
mean at all times a formation in line. 

‘ Q. Do you know what niimbar of guns the enemy retreated with ? 

‘ A. According to their order of battle, they had 21 guns in the action ; wc took 
13 and a great number of ammunition waggons ; and if tho statement of tho order 
Ofhattle is correct, which I believe it is, they had 8 left. 

‘ Q. How do you know that the reserve infantry of tho enemy were engaged ? 

'A. I ^ow It ikom several oircumstanoes : 1st; I saw them engaged: 2dly; 
several prisoners belonging to tlie reserve were taken, and are now in England : 



PORTUGAL. 


16 fi 


3dly ; Gen. KellemanTi, who conunanded the reserve, told me they were en- 
gaged, and Gen. Junot, who commanded the army, told me that lie attributed the 
of the battle to the impetuosity of the reserve, whom be could not restrain ; and, 
lastly ; 1 heard from many French officers that every corps in the army, excepting 
the cavalry, was engaged. 

‘ Q. Having said you saw the reserve engaged, how did you know that it was 
the reserve engaged at the time? 

‘ A. I knew it from the period at which they were introduced into the action ; 
I knew it also from the circumstances of the line of march by which they ap- 
proaclied to the attack of our troops ; and by comparing what I saw witli the 
accounts given to me by the French officers, of the line of attack adopted by that 
corps of the French army. 

' Q. Might not there Iiave been a second line of infantry, as well as a reserve, 
in ail attack of that sort? 

‘ A. Such was the nature of the country, that any number of troops might have 
been concealed in it, and might have been destined to co-operate m the attack, 
and it would have been difficult, if not impossible, for ns to see them ; hut I had 
seen nearly the whole, if not the whole, of the French troops on their march in 
columns in the morning ; and, judging from the numbers 1 saw, and comparing 
those numbers with those which I conceived to he the nmnhers of their disposable 
troops for action in the held, 1 did not conceive that they had any second line 
heindes the reserve, although it might have been possible to conceal such a body 
of troops in the hills. 1 must also mention that I saw the tails of their cjoliimns. 

‘ Q. What was the distance uf the right of Gen. Hill's brigade from the left of 
Gen. Ferguson’s at the close of the action? 

‘ A. I should diink nearly 3 miles. I must however observe that, from the 
nature of this action, the right and left wings of both armies were disconnected ; 
that there was a valley which ran from the point near where the action finished to 
Vimoiro, wliioli separated the left wing of the British army from the right wing, 
and also disconnected the two wings of the French army. At the same time, such 
wus the nature of tlie ground, and it was so coroplelely occupied by the troops 
which were on it, which troops were so completely supported by those in their rear, 
that we could feel no inconvenience from this circumstance.' 

Major Gen. Spencer was further questioned, by desire of Sir A, Wellesley: 

‘ Q. Whether the line of infantry, which you saw, was seen by you after the 
attack had been repulsed by our left, or do you mean after the attack had been 
repulsed by Gen. Fane and Gen. Anstruther’s brigades? 

' A. After the attack of the whole. 

‘ Q. Was tlnat line of French infantry formed near the road to Torres Vedras, 
or is that part of the scene of action which was to the northward, and lay towai'ds 
Iiourinha ? 

‘ A. It was towards the northward, and near the Torres Vedras road. 

‘ Q. Having mentioned that you heard of the arrival of a body of French 
infantry of 3000 or 4000 men on the evening of the 21st, did you hear this 
report from any authority excepting the general report in the country ? 

‘ A. I did not hear of it from any authority, hut it was the report in the camp. 

‘ Q. Wei'e )’ou present when I recommended to Sir H. Burrard to continue the 
pursuit of oiu advantages on the field of battle on the 21st Aug. ? 

‘ A. I was not. 

‘ Q. Did you, as second in command to Sir A. Wellesley in that action, consider 
the defeat of the enemy to be so decided as to warrant his pursuit ? 

‘ A. I considered the enemy ns beaten in the centre and left, and should have 
stipported Sir A. Wellesley in that opinion.’ 

Major Gen. Ferguson was further questioned, by desire of Sir A. Wellesley: 

* Q. Were you present when 1 proposed to Sir H. Burrard, on the field of 
battle, on the 21st Aug., to continue the pursuit of our advantages ? 

‘ A. I was not : I was with my brigade. • 

‘ Q. Do yon recollect, that after you had received an order to halt, you sent Sir 
A. Wellesley a message by Capt. Mellisli, to inform him that, if allowed to con- 
tinue to advance, you could gain important advantages ? 

‘A. I did send such a message. 



166 


POKTUGAL. 


‘ Q. Desctibe to the Court what diose advantages were. 

* A. A column of the enemy completely broken, and consisting, in my opinion, 
of from 1,500 to 2,000 men, had, in their concision, ^one into a hollow, and were 
tiiercby placed in a situation to have been cut oft from their main body, by a 
movement in advance by the corps under my command. 

‘ Q. Did you consider that part of the enemy with which the troops under your 
command were engaged on the 21at Aug. to be so beaten as to render it expedient 
to continue the pursuit of our advantages? 

‘ A. As they had lost nil their artillery, and were retiring in the utmost conftision, 
it certainly was my opinion that our army should have continued to advance. 

‘ Q. Did you see any hoops formed at the end of the action, excepting cavalry ? 

‘A. None regularly formed; some battalions of their infantry occaaioiiully 
bhlted, in my opinion, for the purpose of carrying off their wounded. 

‘ Q. (By the Board.) From whom did you receive the order to halt which has 
been alluded to by Sir A. Wellesley? 

‘ A. I understood from Sir H. Burraid. 

‘ Q. Under Avhat circumstances did that order find you ? 

‘ A. With one battalion in front of the village of Fereganza, and another bat- 
talion in the rear of it to support the advance. The village of Fereganza was the 
last hollow where the enemy made a stand, and were driven out of it by the 7lst 
regt, which is the battalion alluded to in the advance of the village : the enemy 
were then retiring in die greatest confusion. 

‘ Q. (By the Board.) Had you had heavy artillery on travelling carriages, 
with proper horses, would the nature of the roads have allowed you to carry them 
forward with the army by Torres Vedras to Lisbon ; or could such guns have 
been transported by the draught oxen of the country ? 

‘A. In my opinion, certainly not.’ 

Lord Burghersh, Capt., 3d regt. of dragoon guards, was examined by desire of 
Sir A. Wellesley. 

' Q. Was your Lordship present when I recommended to Sir H. Bnrrard, on 
the field of battle, on the 21st Aug., to continue the pm-suit of our advantages ? 

‘A. I was. 

‘ Q. Was your Lordship also present during tlie conversation I had with Sir 
H. Buirard in the Brasten, on tlie evening of the 20th Aug. ? 

‘A. I was. 

‘ Q. Does your Lordship recollect Sir A. Wellesley having on that occasion 
recommended to Sir H. Burtnrd to continue our operations, according to tiie plan 
on which they had been conducted hy Sir A. Wellesley till that moment, and his 
having pointed out to Sir H: Burrard, particularly, the inconveniences and dis- 
advantages which would result from his briuging Sir J. Moore’s coi'ps from tlic 
Mondego to join the army? 

‘ A. 1 remember Sir A. Wellericy having recommended to Sir H. Bimrard to 
allow the army to move forwards on the morning of the 2lBt, as it had been 
ordered ; as a reason for that, that the army was so near the French army as to 
make it no longer doubtful that one of the two must attack ; and that hy 
advancing, the British army would act on the offensive, and, in Sir A. Wellesley’s 
opinion, reach Mafra before he should, be forced to a general engagement ; and, 
by reaching that position, he should have turned the French positions, and oomo 
more immediately in front of Lisbon, with which ground he was so acquainted as 
to make him anxious to meet the enem^ upon it. As an objection to waiting 
for Gen. Sir J. Moore’s corps, he thought it must be at least 10 days before they 
could he landed and become serviceable at Vhneiro. 

‘ Q. Does your Lordship recollect, that, when I urged Sir II. Burrard, on the 
field of battle, on the 21st Aug., to continue the pursuit of our advantages, I 
began the conversation by a reference to our discussion of tbo preceding ovenhig 1 

‘A. I do not perfectly remember the manner in which Sir A. Wellesley 
pressed it to Sir H. Burrard. I romemher his urging him to advance, giving ns 
a reason that his right was some miles nearer to Torres Vedras than tlio enemy ; 
that he had 4 brigades tiiat had not been engaged ; and that Torres Vedras was 
the pass hy which the enemy must retire to Lisbon. 

‘Q. Does your Lordship recollect that Sir A. Wellesley urged Sir H. Burrard 
to march tlie right wing of the army upon Torres Vedras and to continue the 



PORTUGAL. 


167 


pursuit of the enemy ■with the troops -wliich had been just then engaged with the 
left wing? 

‘A. I do ; saying at the same time that, in his opinion, by that movement no 
part of the French army could reach Lisbon.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley was examined by desire of Sir H. Burrard. 

‘ Q. Did the French cavalry patrols on the night of the 19th Aug., how near 
the British camp, and where ? 

‘A. I do not recollect that the French cavalry patrolled very near the British 
camp on tlie night of tlie 19th Aug.; tliey certainly did so very early on the 
morning of the 20th. A division of the British army had been detached at an 
early hour on that morning, under Gen. Spencer, towards Louiinha, to facilitate 
the junction of Gen. Anstruther's brigade, which had landed in a bay to the 
southward of Feniclie. This division was posted upon a height between Lou- 
rinha and Vimeiro, and the French cavalry patrolled very close to it. 

'Q. Do you tliink it passible for 16,000 or 17,000 men to commence a march 
within 9 miles of a French army that has cavalry far out-numbering your own, 
without its being known to the Frencii in an hour’s time? 

‘ A. 1 think, that under certain circumstances of country and of position, it is 
possible for an army to march, and that the march should not be known to the 
enemy at the distance of 9 miles in leas than 2, if not 3 hoius, 

‘Q. Was not Torres Vedras 9 miles from Vimeiro; and is it not the general 
practice of all armies to be under arms before daylight; and was it hot the practice 
in the English army ? 

‘ A. Torres Vedras is about 8 or 9 miles from Vimeiro ; the British army was 
always under arms an hour before daylight 

‘ Q. Are there no cross roads, or other means by which the French could approach 
your march in your way to Mafra? 

■A. Yes. 

‘ Q. Is there not a road from Torres Vedras, that, by coming by Ponte do Rol, 
would bring the enemy within reach of you, near the creek, by Fort Porto Novo ? 

‘ A. There is a road, I believe, from Torres Vedras to Ponte do Rol. 

' Q. Are not the creeks formed by mountain torrents, with a bar that is dry in 
summer? 

•A. Yes. 

‘ Q. Do not those mountain torrents generally form difScult passes, with steep 
hills or mountains on their sides? 

‘A. Yes. 

‘ Q. Is not Ton'es Vedras much nearer to Mafra than Vimeiro, and how much? 

‘A. I should imagine that Torres Vedras must be about 12 miles from Mafra; 
Vimeiro cannot be less than from 17 to 19 miles. 

‘ Q. If the French had fallen hack upon Mafra from Torres Vedras, when you 
quitted Vimeiro, could they not have been reinforced by all the men that could 
possibly he spared for a short time from Cascaes aud the other forts ; and did you 
know that there was no good position near Cintra and Colares ? 

' A. I conceive that the enemy could not have been at Mafra before us, if we 
marched as we always did, before day in the morning. If we could have got to 
Mafra before them, their line of retreat must have been by Cabega dc Monta- 
chique. I always estimated the force which the French had in Lisbon, St Jidian, 
and Cascaes, and the batteries, to be 3000 men ; they were troops in whom much 
confidence was not placed for operations in the field, being principally Hanove- 
rians, Italians, and people from Dalmatia ; and os the Admiral was anchored off 
Cascaes with the fleet, and had with him the Royal Veteran batt. for the pmpose 
of alarming the enemy upon those points, and it was settled with him that, as we 
should advance, he should make a disembarkation with the Veteran batt. and the 
marines of the fleet, in some of the hays in the neighbourhood of the Rock of 
Lisbon, I conceived tliat the Frencli would not have ventured to weaken the 
garrisons of the forts on the Tagus aud on the sea coast. 

‘ Q. Did you mean to attack Cascaes or St. Jolisn, and how did you propose to 
procure heavy cannon, if necessary ? 

‘ A. I did mean to attack both Cascaes and St. Julian ; and I always considered 
that those operations would have followed the battle which, it was evident^ we 
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shonld have in tlie field mill tlie enemy. It had been settled in Kngland, that 1 
should have the use of the heavy cannon I wanted from the ships of the fleet, mid 
ammunition for 21 pounders, and mortars with ammunition were sent from Eng.' 
land in a store ship, and joined the fleet before we were in a situation to under- 
take any siege. I conceive that when the enemy should have been defeated in 
the field, and I should have been in possessiou of the right bank of the Tagus, 
and of the sea coast, as far as the Rock of Lisbon, I should have been able to 
land the artillery I should have required for die siege of those places, _ if not in 
Cascaes Bay, where the horses of the ISth dragoons landed in the beginning of 
September, or in Pa^o d’Arqos, in some of the bays between Cascaes and Capo 
Roca, 

‘ Q. Are you sure you could have landed heavy cannon from the ships, and in 
any weather ; and had you proper carts, or other conveyance, for moving tho 
cannon to tlie points where they might be wanted ? 

‘ A. 1 cannot be certain that 1 could have landed heavy cannon from the ships, 
because this must have depended upon the state of die weather, which is very 
precarious ; hut I thought it very probable that the weather would have allowed 
me to land heavy cannon in one of those bays ; and it is now certain that it would, 
as the horses of the 18th dragoons were landed in Cascaes bay. 

‘ Q. How many days did you think it would have taken you to get possession 
of Cascaes or St. Julian ; or would you have attacked them both together ; and 
how long would it have taken you to take both by siege i 

‘ A. I never made my mind up to that point : fliey are neither of them very strong, 
although it would have been necessary to break ground before both | and I do 
not conceive that the army would have been sufficiendy strong to undertake both 
sieges at die same time. 

‘ Q. Is not Lisbon nearer Santarem than Santarem is to Lavos, on the Mon- 
dego t 

‘ A. Santarem is about 5Q miles from Lisbon, and it is about the same distance 
from Lavos. 

' Q. Could not the French have seized all the mules of Lisbon, and with them 
tho horses and mules of the Royal stables, and would it not have assisted them 
very much in going to Santarem? 

‘ A. Certaiiuy ; they had great resources of every description, which could 
have been of use to diem in any expedition of that description. 

‘ Q. Could not their cavalry have marched to Santarem in a short time, had 
they been pressed, and their infantry crossed over to Aldea Galega ; and is not 
that the high road to Elvas? 

‘A. Their cnvtdry could have moved with great celerity to any point; and 
there were boats in suificient numbers in the Tagus, and at tlieir command, to 
pass the French army to Aldea Galega at once. 

‘ Q. Could you not from Caldas or Obidos (after the action of the 17th) have 
reached Santarem before the force under Sir J. Moore could equip and inarch 
from die Mondego for that place ; and had not you as good means of equipment 
as that army could find after you left the Mondego ; and could you not have re- 
ceived biscuit from S. Marthilio or Nazareth, from the victuallers, had you so 
wished? 

* A. After the action of the 17th I was nearer Santarem than Sir ,1. Moore’s 
coims was when it was in the Mondego, and could certainly have ai'rived there 
before Sir J. Moore could have arrived in a state of equipment from the Mondego. 
I conceive tliat there were two distinct lines of operations in Portugal, and two 
modes of supporting those operations ; one by the sea coast, and depending upon 
the communication with the coast for supplies of all kinds; the other by Santarem, 
and depending for its support upon its communication with the Mondego. There 
was shelter in that river for the small victuallers and transports, which then in 
fact would have become a depdt, and the country on the banks of the Mondego, 
which was settled and organised under the government of Oporto, would hare 
afforded means, even after the army under my ooiniiiaiid was equipped, of keeping 
up the communication between the Mondego and Leiria, which place would have 
ftu'nislied the means of communicaliiig with the army at Saiitarciii. As there was 
no shelter for the transports at S. Mai'tinlio and Nozarcth, and those places had 
not been settled under the govcrniiient of Oporto, and Nazoretli had been burnt 
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by tile Frencb, the depot could not have been formed at those places ; and if it 
had been possible to have formed it, there would have been no means of comnui' 
nicating; therefore, I conceive that after the action of tire 17th Aug., it was not 
expedient that I should change my line of operations in a view to mose reasons 
only, and that it was best that the corps which should take the line of Santarem 
should communieate witli the Mondego. 

‘ Q. Do you not think that the victuallers that would have provisioned Sir J, 
Moore’s corps at Santarem would also have victualled you had you been there? 

'A. If I had been at Santarem, and all the previous arrangements had been 
made for supporting the corps under my command at that place, as detailed in my 
letters of the 8th, 10th, and 12th Aug., to Sir H. Burrard, I conceive that the corps 
under my command might have been victualled. 

‘ Q. Is it not double the distance from Santarem to Lavos, on the Mondego, as 
it is from Caldas to Santarem ; and do you suppose it was impossible to land 6eu. 
Anstruther’s brigade anywhere, so as to join you at Caldas? 

‘ A. I should think it about 40 miles, if not more, from Caldas to Santarem. 
1 was not informed of the arrival of Gen. Anstruther’s brigade till the morning of 
tile 18th Aug. ; they were then off the Berlings, to tlie southward of Caldas, and 
1 could not have landed them nearer to Caldas fhan where they did land, without 
sending them back to tlie northward against the wind, and eitlicr halting in my 
position, or falling hack to Caldas again, after the action of the 17th Aug., to fa- 
cilitate a junction. 

‘ Q. How far was it from where Gen. Anstruther landed to Obidos? 

‘ A. From 15 to 20 miles. 

‘ Q. How far is it from Santarem to Monte M6r o Novo, on the high road from 
Aides Galega to Elvas and Fort La Lippe? 

‘ A. Monte M6r o Novo is about 60 miles. 

‘ Q. Did not the event prove that it was possible for the cavalry of Sir S. 
Moore's army, with his artillery horses and his light regiments, to land at Maceira 
and to follow the anny ? 

• A. Yea. 

‘ Q. Might not the rest of the force have landed at Maceira, formed a dep6t of 
provisions, and taken a position there, at the same time that the reinforcements 
moat wanted would have joined your division? 

‘ A. I conceive that the formation of a depdt of provisions and stores at any 
point on the coast was very precarious, and, in the end of August and beginning 
of September, became dwly more so. It might have been effected in a long course 
of fair weather, but it was on operation which could not be calculated upon. 

‘ Q. Had the artillery horses landed, could not those with your army have been 
given over to the Commissariat, or a proportion of the worst from each corps? 

‘ A. They might have been disposed of in that or any other manner ; but it 
would have been useless to give them to the Commissariat, as there were no carts 
with the Commissariat, or in the country, which could be drawn by horses. 

‘ Q. If the horses of the artillery had been landed, could not the waggons hare 
also been landed, and have been made useful for the Commissariat? 

‘ A. I conceive that there were not more waggons with the artillery than were 
required to carry the stores of the artillery ; but those waggons might he employed 
to cairy provisions, if the Commander in Chief of the anny should think proper. 

‘ Q. Was there no ground at or near Mafra or Lisbon fit for cavalry to act 
on? 

' A. In my opinion cavalry can be used with advantage in nearly all parts of 
Portugal, not in large bodies any where, but every where in small ; and thei'e was 
ground between Mafta and Lisbon on which cavalry could have acted with ad- 
vantage. 

‘ Q. Did you notimderstond that the 18th light dragoons embarked in the river 
Thames on the 25th and 26th July, and had you not just cause to expect them off 
Maceira by the 21st or 22d Aug., or was it intended that they should proceed 
further, without running down the coast for intelligence ? 

‘ A. I do not recollect tliat I ever heard at what time the 18th light dragoons 
embarked ; as well as I can recollect, 1 imagined that they were to come from 
England with Sir J. Moore’s corps.’ 
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Sir A. 'Wellesley was also asked by the Board ; 

‘ Q. The possibility of the French army’s crossing the Tagus, had the terms 
proposed by Gen. Junot been rejected, and thereby engaging the British army in 
a tedious and dliiicult campaign, has been stated by you : could not Gen. Junot 
have so transported his forces across the Tagus immediately after the 22d Aug. ? 

‘A. I do think he might. 

‘Q. How is this conclusion to be resisted; that Gen. Junot thought the con- 
ditions of the Conyention more advantageous to tho French interest, than the 
protracting the campaign in the manner which is represented to have been in his 
power? 

‘ A. When I considered the expediency of allowing tho French to evacuate 
Portugal by sea, I took into consideration the British interests and British objects 
only, and the objects of their allies, as connected with those of Great Britain. I 
considered that the French army, from the relative sitnation of the 2 annics in 
Portugal, and from its having die military possession of tho counti'y, had a fair 
military right to withdraw by sea with their arms and baggage ; and 1 do not 
think it necessary for me to account for the motives of Gen. Junot in preferring 
the evacuation by sea to another line of operation ; which, without wishing to say 
anything personally disrespectful of him, might have been bad or unworUiy mo. 
tives, as well as views for the interests of his country.’ 

Lieut. Col. Torrens was again examined hy Sir A. Wellesley ; 

‘ Q. Were you present in the Sraxen when I had a conversation with Sir H. 
Buvrard, on the evening of the 20th Aug. last? 

‘ A. I was. 

‘ Q. State what you recollect. 

‘ A. I wna present in tho Braiten when Sir A. Wellesley made his report to Sir 
I-l, Burrard, upon die arrival of that officer in Maceira roads. Sir A. Wellesley 
represented to him the state of the army under his command, and the situation of 
that of the enemy, and the principio on wliich he had conducted ilic operations 
from the landing at Mondego ; and further stated, that he hod issued orders fur 
the march of the army the next morning. Sir H. Burrard replied that he did not 
consider it advisshle to advance from that position till the oi'my should be rein- 
forced by the iUviaion under the command of Sir J. Moore. Sir A. Wellesley 
observed, that he thought it of the utmost importance to push forward hy the way 
of Mafra, with a view of turiiiiiB the enemy's left flank, and to endeavor to bring 
the French army to the issue of a battle in the field, as near to Ijlsbon as possible, 
that we might avail ourselves of a short distance from the Tagus, hy following up 
the victory, so as to prevent the French crossing that river. And he further 
stated, that he was desirous of this contest taking place near to Lisbon, having an 
actual survey of all the country in the vicinity of that town. Sir A. Wellesley 
further added, that if Sir J. Moore’s corps should be brought down to Maceira, 
Sir H. Burrard must relinquish all the advantage which might have been ex- 
pected from his marching that body upon Santarem, with the view of cutting off 
the retreat of the French army by the northward. Sir H. Burrard again repeated, 
tliat lie thought it advisable to bring down Sir J. Moore's corps, to render certain 
those operations which appeared to him to be doubtful. Sir Arthur then a.sked 
Sir H. Biirroi'd whether he had received his letters of the 8th and 10th Ang., 
wliich recommended the march of this reinforcement upon Santarem. Sir Hiiri-y 
replied that ho had received those letters ; but he did not in my presence make 
any comment or ohservatiou upon that proposed operation. Sir H. Burrard then 
wrote a letter to Sir J. Moore, which I did not see ; but I understood it to be an 
order for him to come down the coast with his division. I heg leave to state, that 
to the best of my recollection tins is the substance of the conversation tliat passed, 
though 1 cannot pledge inyaelf to the exact words. 

_ ‘ Q. Do you recollect my stating to Sir H. Burrard the probability that if wo 
did not move to attack the French, they would attack ns? 

‘A. I do remember Sir A. Wellosloy making that observation to Sir II. Bur- 
rard, and adding at the same time, that a great expondituro of provisions would 
be ocoasioued by waiting on that ground for Sir J. Moore, who could not bo ex- 
pected for some days. 
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‘ Q. Do you recollect my stating to Sir H. Burrard the probable increased diffi- 
culties of supplying the army with provisions when its numbers shordd be In 
creased, without any proportional increase of means? 

‘A. I do perfectly recollect your making that observation. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect my stating to Sir H. Bnrrard the probability that, if the 
enemy did not attack us, they would fortify their positions between our army and 
Lisbon, during the delay of our march ; and my stating to him the diffictdty of 
turning fortified positions with cannon in that country, on account of the narrow- 
ness ot the roads 7 

‘ A. I do, perfectly ; adding at the same time that the badness of the roads, as 
well as the narrowness of them, would render the tm-ning of the enemy’s flank in 
any position he might take up extremely difficult 

‘Q. Do you recollect my sending you with orders to Gen. Fane’s and Gen. 
Anstruther’s brigades before or immediately at the commencement of the battle 
of the 21st Aug. 7 

‘A. I do recollect Sir A. Wellesley sending me with orders, both to Gen. Fane 
and Gen. Anstruther, at the commencement of the battle of the 2lBt Aug. 

‘ Q. What were tiiey 7 

‘ A. Sir A. Wellesley desired me to ride as fast as I could to Gen. Anstruther 
and to Gen. Fane, and to convey to them his orders that they should not move 
from the position which they occupied in front of the village of Vimeiro, without 
further directions from Sir Arthur. On my arrival at that position, I found that 
Gen. Fane had advanced a little way in front, and was engaged with some French 
light troops. 1 followed him, and delivered those orders, and he consequently 
retired: Uiis was about half-past nine in the morning; but 1 cannot speak with 
any degree of accuracy. 

‘ Q. Did I state to you the reason for giving those orders, and what was it 7 

‘A. Yes, partly : I understood from Sir A, W ellesley that those orders originated 
from the nature of the gi'ound in front of that position, which would render it 
ineligible to remove from it, particularly as he observed a large French column 
forming in the wood in front, and evidently preparing to make a vigorous attack 
upon the centre. 

‘ Q. Were you present when I recommended to Sir H. Burrard, on the field of 
battle, on the 21st Aug., to continue the pursuit of our advantages? 

‘A. I was, 

‘ Q. State what passed . 

' A. Immediately after we had defeated the right column of the French army, 
which had made its attack upon our left, and were then retreating in a precipitate 
manner. Sir A. Wellesley rode to Sir H. Burrard, and said, “ Sir Han-y, now is 
your time to advance : the enemy are completely beaten, and we shall be in 
Lisbon in 3 days. We have a large body of troops, which have not been in 
action ; let us move them from the right on the road to Torres Vedrns, and I will 
follow them with the left.” Sir H. Burrard replied, that he thought a great deal 
had been done, very much to the credit of the troops ; but that he did not think it 
advisable to move off the groimd in pursuit of the enemy. Sir A. Wellesley 
remarked at the time that the troops were perfectly ready to advance, having 
provisions ready cooked in their havresacks, according to the orders of the day 
before. 

’ Q. Do yon recollect my mentioning that the troops had plenty of ammunition ; 
that there was 12 days’ bread in camp for die original number of the army, and a 
sufficiency of every kind of store in the reserve for the artillery? 

‘ A. 1 recollect Sh A. Wellesley mentioning that there was plenty of ammuni- 
tion ; that the mules with the reserve musket ammunition were in the rear of 
the brigades ; that we had abundance of ordnance stores and plenty of provisions ; 
but I cannot call to my recollection whedier he specified at that time the number 
of days’ provisions we had in comp. 

‘ Q. Did I order the army on the 20th to march on the morning of the 21st? 

‘A, You did. 

‘ Q. Did I countennand those orders when I returned from the Brazen on the 
evening of the 20th? 

‘A. Sir A. Wellesley countermanded those orders immediately on his arrival 
in camp, on the evening of the 20di, in consequence of directions he had received 
from Sir H, Burrard to that effect. 
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' Q. (By desire of Sir 11. Biirrnrd.) How long a time elapsed fi-om the Frcneh 
Leins defeated in the centre till the end of the action 1 

' A. The right column of the French arrived at the point of attack on our loft 
in ahoiU 10 minutes or a quarter of an hour after his leit column was defeated by 
our centre : I cannot speak with any accuracy ns to the length of the action on 
the left i it might probably be an hour, move or less. 

‘ Q. When Sir A. Wellesley asked me whether I Imd received his dispatches of 
the 8th, loth, and 11th Aug., did I tell him that I Imd sent them to Sir S. Moore 
by Col. Donkin from S. Mavtinho? 

‘ A. T do not recollect that Sir H. Burrard made that communication in my 
presence.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley then addressed the Board ns follows : 

‘ Gsn. Sia D. Dundas j My Loans and GENinisMBN, 

‘Two or 3 points have been adverted to in the narrative of Sir H. Burrard, and 
some circumstances Inave been stated in evidence, upon which I wish to troiiblo 
the Court with some observations. The first and principal of these is the ren.son 
stated by Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard for not deeming it expedient to place Lieut. 
Gen. Sir J. Moore’s corps at Saiitarcm, as proposed by me in mylettcraof the 8th, 
loth, and 12th Aug., which are before the Court, because, as Lieut. Gen, Sir H. 
Biirmrd states, it would not, in his opinion, have been suificiently strong to oppose 
the enemy, if he had retreated by tliat road. 

‘ I hog to refer the Court to my dispatches of that period, which I consider the 
fairest documotits to which I can refer, as when they were written I had certainly 
no notion tliat the subjects to which they related would ever have become the 
topic of discussion here. The Court will see, that in these dispatches I always 
considered the poseession of Lisbon and of the Tagus to be the great object of the 
campaign both to us and the French ; that for Uiis object a battle would bo fought 
in the neld, in which 1 thotight I h.ad reason to expect success ; and that the 
enemy would, after this hattlc, endeavor to retire across the Tagus to Elvas, nr 
along the right hank of the Tagus hy Snntarem towards Almeida. 

' If the Court will refer to the paper drawn by the French engineer, laid before 
them by Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dnlrymple, tliey will see that these are the lines of 
retreat recommended by the oflicers of the engineers to the French Commander in 
Chief. Now the occupation of the position at Santarem by Sir J. Moore's corps 
was calculated to cut oif these lines of retreat; in theiirst supposed case, hy the 
facility and celerity with which the Tagus would have been crossed ; in the second, 
as it was upon the road which the enemy must have taken. But as 1 set out with 
the certainty, that the French would no^ nay, could not, abandon Lisbon and the 
Tagus, without fighting a battle fur those pussossions, I may conclude tliat, after 
that battle, tlicy would have been so much weakened ns that Sir J. Moore’s corps 
would have been a match for tiicm; and, at all events, it is not to he supposed 
tliat, if this battle had been fought, they would not have been followed hy a port, 
if not the whole of the army, which, in this supposition, would have defeated them. 
Indeed, the Court will have observed, hy my correspondence with Sir H. Burrard, 
that 1 considered this position at Saiitarcm to be so littlo dangerous, and, at the 
same time, so advanbigeous, that if the brigades of Brig. Gens. Aclaiul and 
Anstnither had been etmipped to act independently of any otlier body of troops, 
I should have ordered those brigades to occupy it. 

‘ The next point on which 1 wish to observe is the mode in which I proposed 
and intended that this corjis should he supplied at Santarem. The Cmirt will see 
this mode, and all the difiiculties which attended it, discussed in my letters to Sir 
H. Burrard ; and I have no doubt whatever tliat ho would have been able to 
procure carts in tlio country, on the Mondego, to enable him to form at Lnyria 
tlie proposed depdt, and at tliat place the means of moving what should he 
required to Santarem. I also wish to say a few words upon the sti’ciigth of the 
corps under my command, in comparison with that of the enemy. 

marched'from Lavos on the 10th Aug. with 13,000 men, and I was joined 
by and expected thS^co^operation of 6000 Portuguese troops : I was diaappoiiil.ed 
in this BXpeotation'on tlie 13th Aug., when I was engaged in an operation against 
a •detachment of the enemy, which promised the utmost success, from which I could 
not with- propriety withdraw, and which ended in the battle of the 17th Ang. On 
the 18th I heard of the arrival of Gen. Anslrulhcr’s brigade, and on the 20th, in 
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the evening, when Lient. Gen. Sir H. Burrurd decided that he would alter the 
principle on which we had before carried on our operations, Gen. Acland was 
arrived in Maceira roads with his brigade, and he was landed on that night. The 
force then consisted of between 16,000 and 17,000 men, British troops, and 1650 
Portuguese troops, actually in camp. We had been successful in the action of the 
17th, and the army was in the highest order and the highest spirits ; well equipped, 
supplied with 12 days' provisions for the original number, and everything it 
required for its future operations. 

‘ In discussing and considering the propriety of die decision of Lieut. Gen. Sir 
H. Burrard, or of my previous operations, it would not be fair to estimate the 
enemy’s force at larger numbers than 20,000 meu, of which they were reported to 
consist, by Gen. Spencer, in his report to government from the mouth of the 
Tagus. Prom this number the garrisons of Elvas, Almeida, and Pcniche were to 
be deducted, which I always reckoned at 2000 men ; then there were the forts of 
St. Julian, Cascaes, the citadel of Lisbon, Bugio, Belem, and the batteries on the 
Tagus and the coast, as far as the Rock of Li^on, which woidd have required at 
least 3000 more. This would have left the enemy with only 15,000 men for 
operations in the field, wliile we had above IS, 000 men. 

‘ If it is contended that the estimate of the enemy's strength ought to be made 
according to their embarkation returns, instead of according to Gen. Spencer's 
return of their force, a deduction ought to be made, from the amount of 24,000, 
of the real numbers of the garrisons of Almeida, Elvas, and Peniche, and of 3000 
men for the garrisons upon the Tagus and upon the coast ; and, if but a small 
allowance is made for non-combatants, it will stfll turn out that the force to be 
met in the field did not exceed 15,000 or 16,000 men. From this statement it 
will appear that the force of 3000 or 4000 men, which it was reported had aixived 
at Torres Vedras after the action, could not have existed ; and, in point of fact, it 
was a report circidated by Gen. Junot, and indeed the fact was published in the 
newspapers of Lisbon, with other false accounts of the circumstances of the action. 

‘ In respect to other points I shall not obsen'e upon them, as the evidence 
is before the Court, who will judge of it. 1 consider it proved and admitted 
that I recommended on the evening of the 20th Aug. that the army should not 
halt, and that the proposed disposition for Sir J. ^Moore's corps should not be 
altered ; that the enemy were completely defeated in the action of the 21st Aug., 
on all points of attack, and that 1 proposed to Sir H. Burrard the pursuit of them. 

‘The Court have before them my reasons for advancing on the 10th Aug., and 
for thinking that I was strong enough for the enemy ; and for recommending to 
Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard a perseverance in the plan of operation which 1 com- 
menced ; and, in my evidence of yesterday, my reason for thinking that most 
beneficid consequences would have resulted if the enemy had been pursued. 
Upon all these points of difference of opinion between Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard 
and me, the Court will form their judgment upon the evidence. I think it neces- 
sary, however, to detain the Court for a short time upon another part of the sub- 
ject which has been under their consideration. 

' Although I am decidedly of opinion that the most decisive consequences would 
have resulted from tlie march as proposed, and the pursuit of the enemy on the 
21st Aug. after the battle, yet it does not follow diat the measure of allowing the 
French to evacuate Portugal was not right on the evening of the 22d. On the 
21st Aug. the enemy were defeated and in confusion; and 1 have explained the 
grounds which I have for thinking that the most advantageous consequences 
would have resulted firom a pursuit. On the 22d, in the evening, when the ques- 
tion of the evacuation was considered and decided, the enemy was no longer in 
confusion, and they had resumed the position of Cabe^a de Montaebique, between 
us and Lisbon. The relative situation of tbe two armies was then to be taken into 
consideration, as well as in the other case ; but that of the French army had heeit 
materially improved by our omission to pursue our advantages ; and we were then 
to look to our relative means of annoying each other, and onr own objects. I 
have already detailed to the Court, in a former statement, the relative situation 
and means of the two armies at that period of time ; aud I conceive that the battle 
of the 21st Av^. could he taken into consideration in the discussion of the question, 
whether the French should be allowed to evacuate Portugal 
way, viz., that it was a trial of strength between the twq^nfe[tdipgHfi^ieti.^M . 
it proved the superiority of that of His Majesty. It 'n;a^i>^sh..ldleaf"tojug.that.lhe- 
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' French would not risk another action ; that thoir object was to secure a retreat 
across the Tngns ; and that they would use their positions in front of Lisbon to 
facilitate and secure tliat object. As I have already explained to the Coiurt, we 
had no means on the 22d of preventing- titem from effecting that object, from 
which I did, and do still think, it was important to us to preclude them, excepting 
by a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley was asked by Sir H. Burrard: 

‘ Q. Had not the British army the same means of advancing by Mafra on the 
morning of the 23cl, when Sir H. Dalryinple ordered it to march, iia it had on the 
20tli, when Sir A. Wellesley intended it stionld march ; and does Sir A. Wellesley 
know that the French would not hove risked another battle, nor attemiited his 
flank upon his march, or been at Mafra before him? 

‘A. I do tliink the army might have marched to Mafra with as much facility 
on the 23d as I thought it might on the 2l8t There was this difference, how- 
ever, that on the 23d 1 believe Mafra was occupied by a French corps, mid tliero 
was none there on the 21st. I must also state to the Board, that die object of the 
march to Mafra would on tlie 23d have been defeated, because, as I have just in- 
formed them, there was no chmice of bringing the French into another action. 
They would have acted, according to my opinion, in Portugal as they did in 
Egypt; they tried their strength once in the field, and, having foiled, they would 
in Portugal have continued to retreat till tliey could have got into safet 5 f. I do 
not believe that any corps could have fallen on the flank of the march on the 23d, 
because no Frenchman remained in Torres Vedras, or nearer than Cabefa de 
Montachique, on tlie evening of the 22d. 

'Q. Did liiat French corps duit was at Mafra retreat from Torres Vedras, and 
was tliat the nearest way to Lisbon, or to go up the country? 

‘ A. That French corps must have been in the nclion, and must have retreated 
through Torres Vedras. The shortest road from Torres Vedras to Lisbon, and of 
course up the country, is not through Mafra, but it is, in my opinion, entirely 
consistent with an intention to cross the Tagus, mid retreat up the counti-y, to occupy 
all the forts which were likely to impede or delay the advance of the British troops. 

‘ Q. (By the Board to Sir A. Wellesley.) Would your occupation of Torres 
Vedras on the evening of the 2l8l have prevented the Proncli from gaining the 
Cabc 9 ade Montachique? 

‘A. Our occupation of Torres Vedras on the evening of the 21st would have 
placed ns on the shortest road from the position of the two armies to Cabe 9 a de 
Montacluqne, as we should have been in a sitnatiou, by a subsequent movement, 
to occupy not only Cabeca do Montacluqne, but tiic other positions in front of 
Lisbon, before the French could have reached them. 

‘ Q. Would not the French, in the course of tlie retreat from the field of battle, 
have passed through Torres Vedras previous to the time that the British army 
could arrive there f 

‘ A. The French, as I explained in my evidence yesterday, retreated from all 
points of attack to the northward, apparently wiUi an intention of falling in witli 
the road from Torres Vedras to Lourinba, by which they hod advmiccd to the 
attack. I conceive that, after the action was over, the right of our army in par- 
ticular was nearer to Torres Vedras than the enemy, andtlierefore I should think 
that the right of our army would have been at Torres Vedras before any part of 
the enemy could have reached that town in their retreat. 

‘ Q. Gen. Spencer yesterday described a line of the enemy at the distance of .3 
miles : was that corps fiu-ther from Torres Vedras than the right of the British 
army? 

‘ A. I cannot say that I recollect to have seen that corps. According to Gen. 
Spencer's description, he saw it formed about an hour after the eiicmy liad hueu 
defeated upon our loft, and, as he said, to the northward and upon the road to 
Torres Vedras. If that is an accurate description of Ihe position of that corps, it 
must have been much about the same distance from Torres Vedras as our right 
was. 

_ * Q. Had the army advanced at the time you recommended it, would not onr 
•ri^ht have boen nearer to Torres Vedras by pnsliiug on tlinn that corps wliich was 
said to have been formed an hour after the action iiad taken place ? 

‘ A, I should conceive that tliat corps must have been on tlie ground on wliicii 
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Gen, Spencer states saw it, or.at no great distance from it, about tlie time that 
I proposed to Sir H. Burrard to pursue the enemy, although probably not 
formed. 

' Q. Do you think that the French corps wliich attacked your right retired upon 
Torres Vedras, or took another route ? 

‘ A. The right of the army, properly so called, was not attacked. The attack 
was made upon the right of the centre, and all the French troops which attacked 
Gen. Fane's and Gen. Anstruthec's brigades retired to the northward, as 1 have 
before explained, with the exception possibly of some small detachments, of which, 
however, I saw none.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley addressed the Board as follows : 

‘ Gen. Sia D. Dunoas ; AIy Lords and Gentlemen, 

‘ At a former meeting of the Court, Lieut Gen. Sir H. Dah-jonple expressed a 
wish that the Court should have before it a copy of the letter which I was supposed 
to have addressed to the Bishop of Oporto on the 24th Aug. ; and I then told the 
Court that I would lay before them all the letters I had written to the Bishop of 
Oporto, of which I had copies among my papers. 

‘ 1 find that 1 have the copies of only 2 letters, although I have written many, 
which I now lay before the Court [these letters were not deemed necessary, and 
were therefore withdratmt] ; and 1 should have taken an earlier opportunity of 
laying those letters before the Court, only that one of them relates to transactions 
in which Sir H. Burrard was a party ; and I was unwilling to make it public 
during his absence. 

' In respect to the letter supposed to have been written by me on the 24th Aug. 
I repeat that I have no recolleciion of having written it; and I have no copy of 
it : and I think it probable, from an inaccuracy of the date, from the address, and 
some of the expressions, that I did not write it ; but I adopt as my own all the 
sentiments which it contains. It congratulates the Bishop upon the prospect of 
the evacuation of Portugal by the French, which the Court will have observed I 
always considered a subject of congratulation ; end it states that the agreement 
for the suspension of hostilities contains nothing else that is remarkable, excepting 
a stipulation that the port of Lisbon should be considered a neutral port in respect 
to the Russians. 

‘ It is well known and admitted, that there was another part of that agreement 
to which I entertained objections ; but in respect to the Portuguese, it did contain, 
nothing remarkable, excepting this stipulation ; and this remark, if I wrote the 
letter, rather tends to confirm that whiw I have always stated were my sentiments 
in respect to this stipulation. 

‘This mode of laying a private letter before a Court is not rcMlar, anymore 
than the mode of calling for a letter of this description ; but if the Court should 
be desirous of seeing tills, or any other letters of mine to the Bishop of Oporto in 
an official shape, they may call for them at the office of the Sec. of State for 
Foreign Affairs, through which channel, I doubt not, they can be procured.’ 

Sir H. Burrard now addi-essed the Board as follows : 

‘ I trust the Board of Inq^uiry will not think it improper to grant me the liberty 
to offer a few observations upon what happened on the 21st Aug., when it was 
my opinion (unswayed, I trust, by any unwortby motives) that it was not expedient 
to follow the enemy towards Torres Vedras. In the first place, I did not believe 
that the enemy’s whole force was engaged in that action ; neither do I think that 
it is proved it was known to have been so in fact, when it was proposed to me to 
advance from the right. 

‘ I very freely acknowledge that I did not understand that a corps of such con- 
siderable numbers as is stated was cut off from the main body of the enemy on the 
left of OUT position ; but it was impressed upon my mind that they were towards 
Major Gen. Ferguson’s front, inclining towards their own force ; and I considered 
it improper to attack them in that situation. Tins appeared so much the more 
necessary to me, as I had determined, from the situation our right appeared to me 
to be in, not to advance to Torres Vedras, and I still think that I determined pro- 
perly. 

‘ The extensive line the British army occupied was not in favor of our advanoingt 
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Tlie distance from right to left was, I still think, 4 miles, ^ The centre of the 
enemy had heen necessarily disengaged an hour and a half time enough for them 
to linve formed a lino near 3 miles distant in our front, with 8 pieces of cannon, 
and a large body of cavalry, of which we hod none. 

‘ At the time Sir A. Wellesley came uj> to me, and publicly proposed to me to 
advance, I felt the situation it placed mo in, and that it was not likc^ my deter- 
mination should please a British army, who had so much signalised itself ; that 
will, I believe, be sufficient proof that I acted to the best of my judgment, and 
those who know me will he convinced, very much against my feelings. 

‘ My sentiments on the nneommen sitnation in which I then stood were woll 
known to those of my stuff about me. The want, at this jnonient, of every one of 
those gentlemen who were with me on the 21st Ang., I sincerely feel and regret, 
and am convinced the Board will also feel for the person who stands .in so nnusual 
a predicament; at the same time, if there has been any error in judgment, it is 
all my own ; I decided for myself, from what I saw and heard, and take most 
decidedly the whole responsibility upon myself. But I trust that the_ Board, upon 
a review of the whole case, will have sufficient reason to be convinced that it 
would have been unwise to have risked much, when so superior a force was at 
hand to reinforce tlie British army, which must have rendered vain the future 
eflbrts of the enemy, and have decided the contest with less loss to tho public 
service than by what I conceive a precarious operation.’ 

Sir A, Wellesley again addressed the Board, viz. 

‘ I trust that the Court will permit me to address a few words to them upon this 
occasion. 

‘ Altliough I did differ, and do still differ, in opinion with Lieut. Gen. Sir H. 
Butrard, respecting the measures adopted immediately after the battle of the 21 at 
Aug,, I liope it will not he deemed presumptuous in me as an inferior officer to 
declare to tho Court and to the public the opinion wliich I Imve always enter- 
tained, that Sir H. Burraid decided upon that occasion mmn fair military grounds, 
in the manner which appeared to him to bo most oondncivo to tho interests of the 
country ; and that he had no motive for his decision which could ho supposed per- 
sonal to me, or which os an officer he could not avow.’ 

Sir H. Burrard was further examined by Sir H. Dalrymplo. 

* Q. Was not Sir H. Burrard present at the conference with Gen, Kcllcrmann at 
Viineiro, on the subject of the Armistice on the 22d Aug.? 

‘A, I was called in by Sir H. Dalryinple. 

* Q. Had I not, in your opinion, luason to presume, from what passed on that 
occasion, that both Sir A. Wellesley and yourself cordially a])provcd tlie Conven- 
tion for the evacuation of Portugal by the French troops, as a goiioral moasure, 
and that yon both seemed to acquiesce in tho several arrangements ultimalcly 
settled for the Armistice ? 

‘ A. I did, and 1 thought Sir A. Wellesley did so generally ; there were a groat 
many oMections stated at times, whicli upon conversation were given up. 

‘Q. Did I not send for yon and Sir A. Wellesley on the morning of tho 
23tli Ang., after the arrival of Lieut. Col. Murray from on hoard tho British 
Admiral's ship, to consider upon the racosm-cs next to be pursued, and again on 
the morning of the 27th, for a similar purpose ? 

‘ A, I was sent for, 1 believe, on both those occasions ; but 1 made no memo- 
randa of the dates. 

‘ Q. Was not a treaty signed by Lieut Col. Murray, but which I refused to 
ratify, read article by article, in presence of yourself. Sir J. Moore, Lieut. Gens. 
Hope, Mackenzie Fraser, and Sir A. Wellesley; and were not the ohscrvatimiB 
and proposed alterations on each article written down by Sir A. Wellesloy f 

‘ A. The whole of that is true, to the beat of my knowledge and rceoUoetion. 

‘ ft. Was not the definitive Convention ratified in your quarters at Torres 
VedrBs,iii presence of yourself. Sir J. Moore, Lieut. Gen. Hope, and Liont. Gen. 
Mackenzie Fraser ; and have I not just grounds to believe that none of those 
Lieut. Generals disapproved of the moasurea of ratifying that treaty? 

_ ‘ A_. They were present at the time, called in by Sir H. Dalrymplo, and I saw 
him sign it ; and from tlie characters of such men, 1 do not suppose that they would 
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have allowed him to do so, without stating their objections, if they had any. Of 
their sentiments I know no further. 

‘ Q. (By desire of Sir A. Wellesley.) Do you recollect that, when the Armis- 
tice was negotiated, Gen. Kellermann read from a paper a statement of the wishes 
of the French Commander in Chief? 

‘A. I do recollect that after some conversation he took a paper out and read it. 

‘Q. Do you recollect my refusing to take tliat paper, and telling tlie Commander 
of the Forces, when we went into the inner room, that I had done so, because I 
thought that the agreement tlien to be negotiated ought to be eonfined to a sus- 
pension of hostilities ? 

' A. I think I recollect Sir Arthur’s refusing a paper, but I do not recollect the 
precise conversation that passed on that occasion. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect the use of these words by the Commander of the Forces, 
“that as there was no diftereiice of opinion upon the substance of the negotiation, 
it was not worth while to push the French to tlte wall upon the form ?" 

' A. I think tliose sentiments were expressed ; but I cannot at this time recollect 
who it was that said them. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect that the demand of the French in favor of the Russians 
would, in the first instance, have gone to allow the Russians to return to the Baltic 
with their fleet? 

'A. I must say that I was ve^ often in and out of the room; that I had dis- 
patches to send to England ; and I cannot exactly recollect that circumstance. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect iny having said to the Commander of the Forces, that 
you and I having been employed last year to bring one fleet out of the Baltic, 
could not hut advise him not to allow another to return there, mid tiial the Com- 
mander of the Forces, in consequence, determined that he would not idlow the 
article to stand as it was at first proposed ? 

' A. I recollect Sir A. Wellesley having made use of those expressious.’ 

REPORT. 


‘ May it please your Majesty, 

‘ We, the underwritten General ofRcers of the army, in obedience to your 
Majesty's warrant, which bears date tlie 1st day Nov. 1808, commanding ns 
strictly to examine and inquire into the conditions of a suspension of arms, con- 
cluded on tlie 22d Aug. 1808, between your Majes^’s army in Portugal and the 
French force in that country; and also into a dennitire Convention, concluded 
with the French General commanding, on the 31st Aug. following, &c., &c. ; 
most humbly report to your Majesty, that it appears tliat the operations of the army 
under Sir A. Wellesley, from his landing in Mondego bay, the Ist Aug., until the 
conclusion of the action at Vimeiro, the 21st Aug., were highly honorable and 
successful, aud such as might he expected from a dislinguimied General at the 
head of a British army of 13,000 men, augmented on the 20tli and 2l8t to 17,000, 
deriving only some small aid from a Portuguese corps (ICOO men), and against 
whom an enemy not exceeding 14,000 men in tlie field was opposed ; and this 
before the arrival of a very considerable reinforcement from England under Lieut. 
Gen. Sir J. Moore, which, however, did arrive, and join the army from the 25th 
to the 30th Aug. 

* It appears a point on which no evidence adduced can enable the Board to pro- 
nounce with confidence, whether or not a pursuit, after the battle of the 21st, 
could have been efficacious ; nor can the Board feel confident to determine on the 
expedience of a forward movement to Torres Vedras, when Sir H. Bnrrard has 
stated weighty considerations against such a measure. Further it is to be 
observed, that so many collateral circumstances could not be known in the moment 
of the enemy’s repulse as afterwards became clear to the army, and liave been 
represented to the Board. And considering the extraordinary circumstances 
under which two new Commanding Generals arrived from the ocean and joined 
the army, (the one during, .and the other immediately after, a battle, and those 
successively superseduig each other, and both tlie original Connnmider, witliin tlie 
space of twenty-four liour-s,) it is not surprising that the army was not carried 
forward until the second day after the action, ftom the necessity of the Generals 
vot. m. N 
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lioing acquainted with the actual etate of things and of their army, and proceed- 
ing accordingly. 

‘ It appears that the Convention of Cintro, in its progress and conclusion, or at 
luast all the principal articles of it, wore not ohiectod to hy the 5 distingnished 
Lieut. Generals of lliat army ; and other General ofllccrs who were on that ser- 
vice, whom we have had an opportunity to examine, have also concurred in the 
great advantages that were immediately giiincd to the country of Portugal, to llie 
army and navy, and to the geuond service, by the conclusion of the Convention 
at that time. 

‘ On a consideration of all circnmslnncos, ns set forth in this Ueport, wo most 
humbly submit our opinion that no furtlior military proceeding is necessary on the 
subject ; because, howsoever some of us may dill'er in our sentiments respecting 
the fitness of the Convention in the relative situation of the two armies, it is our 
unanimous deelaration, that imquestionahlo acal and firmness appear throughout 
to have been exhibited by Lieut. Gena. Sir H. Dalrymplc, Sir H. Ilurrard, and 
Sir A, Wellesley, as well as that the ardor and gallantry of the rest of the officers 
and soldiers on every occasion duntig tliis expedition have done honor to tlie 
troops, and reflected lustre on your Majesty's arms, 

‘ All wliich is most dutifully siiomitted. 

‘David Dondas, Gen. ‘PeuBBOKE, Lieut. Gen. 

‘Moika, Gen. ‘G. Nooext, Liciit. Gen. 

‘ PcTER CnAio, Gen. ‘ Oi. Nicolls, Lieut. Gen, 

‘ HEATiiriELB, Gen. 

‘a2dX)cfl. 1808.’ 

tlio Commander in Chief to LieaU Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple- 

Horse Guards, 20th Jan. 180!), 

In obedience to Ilia Majesty’s commands to mo, received through llio Sec. of 
State, I transmit to you the oucloaod copy of n paper coutainiug the decision 
which His Majesty has taken upon the review of tlio proceedings of the Board of 
Inquiry, together with the copy of Lord CastlercagVs dispatch, which accom- 
panied it. 

Vise. Castlereagh to H.R.H. the Commander in Chief. Downing Street, 18tli Jan, 1800. 

The proceedings of the Board of General officers, appointed by His Majesty to 
inquire into, and to report upon, the Armistice and Convention, lately concluded 
in Portugal, whicli were communicated to me hy tlie Judge Advocate-Gcij., at 
tile desire of your Royal Higinicss, for the iiifbniiation of His Majesty '.h miiiistor.s, 
having been fully considered, and tlicir opinion thereupon lumiWy submitted for 
His Mifiesty’s consideration ; 1 luwe received the King's commands to transmit 
to your Royal Highness the decision Uis Majesty has taken upon liic review of 
these proceedings, a copy of which your Royal Highness will receive enclosed ; 
and to desire that yonr Royal Highness will be pleased to cause tho necessary 
communication to be made to Lieut, Gen, Sir H. Dairymple accordingly. 

Visol Costlereagh to M.R.H, tlie Commander in Cliief. Downing Street, Ifith Jan. 1809. 

Tile King has taken into his consideration the report of the Board of Inquiry, 
together with the documents and opinions thereunto annexed. 

While His Majesty adopts the unaniinous opinion of the Board, timt no further 
military proceeding is necessary to be bad upon the transactions referred to their 
investigation, His Majesty does not intend, thereby, to convey any expi-esaion of 
His Majesty’s satisfaction at tlie terms and condilions of tho Armistice or Con- 
veiitioii. 

Wlicn those Instruments were first laid before His Majesty, tlie King, reserving 
for iiivcsligatioii those parts of tho definitive Convention in wliicii Uis Majesty^ 
imniciUatc jiitcrosts were coiicurncd, caused it to lio signified to Sir II. Dairymple, 
by His Majesty’s Sec. of State, tliiit His Majesty, nevertlicless, felt himself ooni- 
pelled at once to express his disapprobation of thoso articles in wliich stipulations 
were made directly oiFecling tho interests or feelings of tho Spanish and X^ortugnese 
nations. 
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At the close of the inquiry, the King (abstaining from any observations upon 
other parts of tho Convention) repeats his disapprobation of those articles, His 
Majesty deeming it necessary that his sentiments should he clearly understood, as 
to the impropriety and danger of the unauthorised admission into Military Con- 
ventions of articles of such a description, which, especially when incautiously 
framed, may lead to the must injurious consequences. 

His Majesty cannot forbear further to observe, that Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dal- 
ryrnple's delaying to transmit, for his information, tlie Armistice concluded on the 
22d Aug., until the 4th Sept., when he, at the same time, transmitted tlie 
ratiiicd Convention, was calculated to produce great public inconvenience, and 
that such public inconvenience did, in fact, result therefrom. 


To the Duke of Richmond. London, 23rd Nov. ISOS. 

#«««««* 

Tlie Court of Inquiry is going on as well as I could wish. I made my 
statement respecting the Armistice and the Convention yesterday ; and I 
was obliged to go further into the subject tlian I intended, owing to the 
attacks which Sir H. Dalrymple had made upon me, not only on the 
opening of the Court, but in his uan-ative of his proceedings. The con- 
sequence is, that he cannot escape censure. If he Lad done what a gentle- 
man ought to have done, and what he has done before the Court of Inquiry, 
viz. relieve me from the responsibility of negotiating the Armistice in his 
answer to tho letter of the Sec. of State, by which my letter of Gth Oct. 
was communicated to him ; and if he had not attacked me when he first 
addressed the Court of Inquiry, and in his narrative, I should have defended 
for him the measure of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal, and 
should not have said one word about the details of the Convention. I 
only hope that Burrard will he a little more fair, or a little more candid, 
than Sir Hew has been. You see that the papers have already changed 
their tone about the evacuation j and, excepting personal abuse of me and 
misrepresentation of what I have said, tliey do what one would wish. 

I will send you copies of my narrative of my own proceedings, and of 
my statement on the negotiations in reply to Sir H. Dalrymple. 

To the Duke of Richmond. London, 25th Nov. 1R08. 

# « « «> * 

I have received your two letters of the 21st. I will do what I can for 

, but, of course, just at present I have hut little communication 

with the Horse Guards, and that little is by letter. 

The Court of Inquiry is going on as well as I could wish. 

The news from Spain is very bad. Blake is certainly defeated, and his 
army dispersed. The French are at Valladolid, and the head of Moore’s 
column at Salamanca, and Baird at Lugo, in Galicia. Baird says that 
his communication with Moore will be cut off. It is obvious that these 
British corps cannot form a junction in Sjiain, and Moore must retire into 
Portugal, and Baird to the sea, and embark, in order to join at all. I 
don’t think the British corps in any danger. Moore is certainly a most 
unlucky fellow ! 

K 2 
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To the Duke of Riclimond. London, SOfli Nov. 1S08. 

Tliere is nothing new. I don’t believe the stories in the newspapers of 
Blake’s victories ; nor do I believe tliat his defeat has been so complete 
as Bail'd has stated it to be : but, from all I have seen and heard of the 
Spanish armies, I am very well convinced that, if they ore not already de- 
feated and dispersed, they will be so before long. It does not appear to 
me that either Moore or Baird is in any danger. 

The Court of Inquiry have adjourned till next Tuesday, to give time to ' 

to come over. We expect him every moment ; and I imagine 

that what remains to be investigated will not take more than 2 or 3 days. 

I hope, therefore, to be able to leave town for Ireland by the end of the 
week. 

To Lord Burghoish. Dublin Castle, 11th Jon. 1809. 

I have received your letter of the Bth, and I have put the memorial of 
your friend in a train of examination, and tliat which can be done will be 
done for him. 

The report of the Court of Inquiry is indeed an extraordinary pro- 
duction. Opinions, like colors, ai'e now matters of taste, and may in this 
view of them be inconsistent with each other. But a Court of this de- 
scription ought, if it touches facta, to state Uiem correctly; and a prin- 
cipal member, if ,he observes upon the subject, ought not to pass unnoticed 
or to contradict the principal fact hearing upon the question on which he 
observes. 

To the Duke of Richmond. London, 22d Jmi. 1800. 

I arrived here on Saturday evening, and found that tlio government had 
been in much greater strength on the first day of the session than they had 
expected, and the opposition very weak ; and I understand that the spirit 
of both houses is fhvorable to us, and that tlie attendance is likely to bo 
good. 

I have seen Lord Liverpool, and he has desired me to tell you that, if 
you should find any of the counties determined to assemble in the manner 
pointed out by the Act of Parliament, to petition the Lord Lieutenant to 
proclaim any districts under the Insurrection Act, it is desirable that you 
should consult the Chancellor and tlie Chief Justices, and that you should 
transmit your own and their opinion, and the grounds upon which it is 
formed, in a dispatch to him ; in order that he may take tho opinion of the 
Cabinet upon the measure of proclaiming any district, before you should 
adopt it. Ho says, however, that if you should be of opinion that it would 
he advisable to proclaim any district us soon as possible after the gentle- 
men of llio county will have petitioned that it should be procdiilincd, ho 
begs that you will consider the dispatch written to you last year as con- 
taining the icing’s authority to do so ; and that in this case you need not 
wait to receive the opinion of tlio Cabinet. 

Charles Stewart arrived in town on Saturday morning, bringing dismal 
accounts of the state of the army which liod arrived at Coruna on tho 11th, 
closely followed by Soult’s corps, which arrived there on tho 13th. The 
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transports were at Vigo, and did not arrive till the 14th. Paget arrived 
this evening, and brings an account of an action fought on Monday, in 
which the French were defeated and repulsed with considerable loss ; but 
Moore was killed; and Baird badly wounded, his arm had been carried 
off by a cannon ball at the socket. The amy had embarked in the night, 
Monday, and on the morning of Tuesday ; and it is believed the whole 
were on hoard, and the wind was fair to take them out of Conula, Con- 
sidering the situation of the army, I think this action a fortunate event, 
noUvithstanding the loss of these two men; for I doubt whether they could 
have come off at all, and I am convinced they could not have come off with 
honor, if the French had not attacked them. 

I believe the whole are coming home ; hut this is secret. 

To Major Gens. Spencer and Hill, to Brig. Gens. Acland, Nightingall, Bowes, and 
Crauiiurd ; and also to Major Gen. Ferguson and Brig. Gen. Fane, to whom, being mem- 
bers of the House of Commons, die wo^ in italics are not to be addressed. 

London, 2Stb Jan. 1S09. ^ 

I have the honor to communicate to you, by order of the House of 
Lords, the unanimous resolution of their Lordships, and, by order of the 
House of Commons, the resolution of the Commons, declaring the appro- 
bation of those bodies respectively of your conduct while serving with the 
army under my command in Portugal. 

I beg leave to congratulate you upon receiving this distinguished reward 
of your distinguished conduct in Portugal. 

P.S. I request you to communicate the resolutions of the Houses of 
Lords and Commons to the staff ofiScers who served under your directions 
in Portugal. 

To the Commanding officers of regiments and corps. London, 28th Jon. 1809. 

I enclose, by order of the House of Lords, the unanimous resolutions of 
their Lordships, and, by order of the House of Commons, the resolutions of 
the Commons, declaring the approbation of those bodies respectively of 
the conduct of the General and other officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and soldiers composing the army lately under my command in Portugal, 
while serving in that country. 

I beg you will communicate to the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and soldiers under your command, these honorable marks of the approba- 
tion of the houses of Parliament of their exemplary conduct. 

Memorandum on the defence of Portugal. London, 7th March, 1809. ' 

I have always been of opinion that Portugal might he defended, what- 
ever might be the result of the contest in Spain ; and that in the mean 
time the measures adopted for the defence of Portugal would he highly 
useful to the Spaniards in their contest with the French. 

My notion was, that the Portuguese military establishments, upon the 
footing of 40,000 militia and 30,000 regular troops, ought to be revived ; 
and that, in addition to these troops. His Majesty ought to employ an army 
in Portugal amounting to about 20,000 British troops, including about 
4000 cavalry. My opinion was, that even if Spain shoffld have been con- 
quered, the French would not have been able to overrun Portugal with a 
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smaller force than 100,000 men ; and that, as Jong as tlie contest should 
conlimie in Spain, this force, if it could he put in a state of activity, 
would bo highly useful to the Spaniards, and might eventually have 
decided the contest. 

It is obvious, however, that the military establishments of Portugal 
could not be revived without very extensive pecuniary assistance and poli- 
tical support from this comitry ; imd the only mode in which it appeared 
to be safe, or even practicable, to give tins assistance and support, or to 
interfere at all in a military way iu the concerns of Portugal, was to trust 
tlio King’s Ambassador at Lisbon to give or withhold such sums as ho 
might tiiink necessary for the support of military estahlishmoiits only, 
and to instruct him to see that the revenues of Portugal, whatever they 
might be, were in the first instance applied to the same objects. By the 
operation of these powers and instructions, it is probable that ho would 
have had a complete control over the measures of the Portuguese govern- 
ment ; and we might have expected by this time to have in the field an 
efficient Portuguese army. 

As it was not possible, however, to adopt these measures at that time, 
and as tlie attention of the government has necessai'ily been drawn to other 
objects, it is probable that tlm military establislimcnts of Portugal have 
mtide but little progress ; and in considering the extent of the British 
force required for the defence of that country, and the other measures to 
be adopted, the small extent of the Portuguese force, and the probability 
of an early attack by the enemy, must be considered on the one band ; 
and, on the other, the oontinuanco of the contest in Spain, and the proba- 
bility that a very large French force will not be disposable in a very short 
period of time for the attack upon Portugal. 

I would still recommend the adoption of the political measiires above 
suggested, with a view to Uie revival of the military establishments in 
Portugal. It is probable that the expense of these measures will not in 
this year exceed a million sterling. But if they sliould succeed, and the 
contest should continue in Spain and in Portugal, tlie benefit which will 
accrue from them will be more tlian adequate to the expense incurred. 

The British force employed in Portugal should, in this view of the 
question, not be less than 30,000 men, of which number 4000 or 6000 
should bo cavalry ; and there should he a largo body of artillery. 

The extent of force in cavalry and artillery, above required, is because 
the Portuguese military establishments must necessarily bo deficient in 
these two branches ; and British or German cavalry and artillery must he 
employed with the Portuguese infantry. 

■The whole of the army in Portugal, Portuguese as well as British, 
should he placed under tlie command of British officers. The Staff of tlie 
army, the Commissariat in particular, must be British ; and those depart- 
ments must be extensive iu proportion to the strength of the whole army 
which will act in Portugal, to the number of detached posts which it will 
be necessary to occuiiy, and in a view to tlie difficulties of providing and 
distributing supplies in tliat country. In regard to the detail of tlieso 
measures, I recommend that the British army in Portugal should be 
reinforced as soon as possible with some companies of British riflemen, 
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with 3000 British or German cavalry j that the complement of ordnance 
with that army should be made 30 pieces of cannon, of which 2 brigades 
of 9 pounders; tliat these pieces of ordnance should be completely 
horsed; that 20 pieces of brass (12 pounders) ordnance upon travelling- 
carriages should be sent to Portugal, with a view to the occupation of 
certain positions in the country ; that a corps of engineers for an army of 
60,000 men should be sent there, and a corps of artillery for 60 pieces 
of cannon. 

I understand that the British army now in Portugal consists of 20,000 
men, including cavalry. It should be made up 20,000 infantry at least, as 
soon as possible, by additions of riflemen and other good infantry, which 
by this time may have been refitted after the campaign in Spain. The re- 
inforcements may follow, as the troops shall recover from their fatigues. 

The first measures to be adopted are to complete the army in Portugal 
with its cavalry and artillery, and to horse the ordnance as it ought to be. 
As soon as this shall be done the General and Staff ofiScers should go out ; 
as it may be depended upon that os soon as the newspapers shall have 
announced the departure of ofilcers for Portugal, the French armies in 
Spain will receive orders to make their movements towards Portugal, so 
as to anticipate our measures for its defence. We ought therefore to have 
every thing on the spot, or nearly so, before any alarm is created at home 
respecting our intentions. 

Besides the articles above enumerated, 30,000 stands of arras, clothing, 
and shoes, for the Portuguese army, should be sent to Lisbon as soon as 
possible. 

To the Rt Hon. Roht. Dundoa. London, 17tli March, 1808. 

I return your paper, which I have perused with great attention. Tlie 
object of Munro’s alteration appears to be nothing more than to appoint a 
Commissary General, whose particular business shall be to superintend the 
execution of their duties by the different jiaymasters of districts, acting m 
the capacities of garrison storekeepers and commissaries of provisions. 
This alteration of the system may be desirable, as it is quite impossible 
for the military board to superintend immediately the execution of the 
duties. But the alteration of the system should be limited to the appoint- 
ment of a Coramissaiy General : the arrangements ought to be left as 
they now are ; and it is possible that the improvements which the Com- 
missary General may introduce into the department may occasion savings 
which may compensate for the expense of the salary and establishments. 
As an additional saving, I should recommend that the Commissary General 
might be the garrison storekeeper at the Presidency. But I doubt whether 
the saving on this head will prove groat ; there are several causes which 
lead to die expense and abuse of this department which no regulation can 
remedy. One of ‘them is the want of good granaries in all the newly con- 
quered countricE, and another is the large quantities of vermin in the 
granaries, which destroy grain ; another the climate, which destroys much 
of the rice when beat out of the husk, and which will not keep in the husk 
more than one or two seasons in those countries in which heavy rains fall. 
To these evils, for which there is no remedy, may be added the dishonesty 
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of tlie Native servants, who cannot even under tiie best rogulaticros be 
charged with the care of the stores : and it must bo obvious that they have 
more scope for their rogueiy in the care of grain than they have in any 
otlier article. 

This circumstance would afford good reasons for not involving the 
Company in the ruinoris sale and purchase of stores, for it may be certain 
that the Native servants, and not improbably the European slorclceeper, 
derive a profit from both the sale and repurchase. But this is a point of 
the department which might bo better settled by the Commissary General 
upon tlie spot, and, indeed, the use of such an officer would be to super- 
intend the execution of the detail of tlie duties of the department. 

What I have above stated refers to a state of peace. Munro is much 
mistaken if he supposes that the Commander in Chief at Fort St. George 
can ever relieve himself in war, from this responsible part of his duty, by 
the appointment of a Commissary General. A Commissary General may 
often, upon the expectation of war and in the preparation for military 
operations, be useful in pointing out to the Commandei’ in Chief the sup- 
plies ho would require, and where they were to be stored ; but the Com- 
mander in Chief of an army in India, as well as in every other country, 
must be his own Commissary General if ho means that his army is to be fed. 

I enclose to you the copy of n memorandum, which I gave to Lord Wed- 
lesley when I was in India, at the moment Lord Lake’s army was in such 
distress for provisions, pointing out the detail of the mode in which I had 
conducted this branch of the service.'* Yon will observe the extent and 
variety of the details which it embraces, and how impossible it would be 
for any man, excepting the Commander in Chief himself, to superintend 
them and to combine thorn for the public service. 

In discussing these questions I observe tliat neither Munro nor Gen. 
Macdonell, nor Mr. Petrie, have adverted to the supplies or tlie operations 
of the army under my command. In fact, the business was then carried 
on chiefly in conformity with the regulations ; and I was never stopped for 
one moment for want of supplies. It is true, however, that we paid more 
tlian ordinary attention to this branch of the service. 

To the Duko of Richmond. London, 28th March, 1809, 

I intended to write to you yesterday, but was prevented, to inform you 
that Lord Castlereagh had offered me the command of tlie troops in Por- 
tugal, which I have, of course, accepted. This will separate me from you, 
at which I feel much concern ; but I will take care to leave all your busi- 
ness in good order, and to infoi’in the person who will be appointed to 
succeed me, whoever he may he, of all your plans, and of the mode in 
which I intended to have carried through the measures of government in 
this session of Parliament. 

Sir E. Littlehales has written to mo respecting leave of absence for him- 
self ; but I rather think that, as I am to leave you, you will find it more 
convenient that he should not quit Ireland, at least till ray successor shall 
toe token possession of his office, which I suppose he will not do till 
after the session of Parliament in June. 

* See vo). i., i>, 1354. * 
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To Dom Domingos (le Souza Coudniio.* Portsmouth, 13 th April, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th inst., and I 
am much flattered by the regret you express that it was not in my power 
to wait upon you on Saturday last. I considered it important, however, 
not to delay my departure for one moment after I had received my in- 
structions from His Majesty’s ministers, and I had made all the arrange- 
ments to which it was necessary that I should attend previous to my 
departure from England. If I had suspected that I should have been 
detained here by contrary winds till this time, I should have had great 
pleasure in waiting upon you. 1 am likewise much flattered by your 
expressions of satisfaction upon my appointment to command in Portugal. 

1 only hope that I may arrive there in time to he of any service, and you 
may depend upon my making every exertion which zeal for the Portu- 
guese nation and for the honor of His Majesty’s arms can induce me to 
make. 

I shall pay attention to the different subjects to which you have re- 
ferred in your letter; and I shall do every Aing in my power to satisfy 
the government and people of Portugal in respect to them, and to con- 
ciliate their good will upon all others. 

I recommend to you to mention to M^. Canning your wishes, that a 
part of the ammunition and arms intended for the kingdom of Portugal 
should be sent to Oporto ; and that the ammunition should be sent out 
made up, rather than that the materials should be sent; as he will be 
more able than I am to effect the alterations which you desire. 

I am apprehensive, however, that to send a part of the arms and am- 
munition intended for Portugal to Oporto may interfere with another 
arrangement which Mr. Canning had in contemplation, to make Lisbon 
the dep6t of all the stores intended by Great Britain for the service of 
His Majesty’s allies in the Peninsula. 

To the Duke of Richmond. Portsmouth, 14th April, 1800. 

I am still detained here by contrary winds, wbich have blown for these 

2 days past with considerable violence, f 

In the mean time affairs are in a critical state in Portugal. We have 
accounts from thence of as late a date as the 3rd April. Soult, who had 
advanced from Galicia, and had defeated some small Portuguese corps at 
Chaves and Braga, had advanced to Oporto, which town he took on the 
29th March. His corps consisted of about 15,000 men. There was 
another French corps, of about 10,000 men, advancing from Salamanca, 
and had arrived at San Felices, on the road to Almeida. 

Marshal Victor, at the head of another, consisting of about 35,000, had 
lately driven the Spanish army, under Cuesta, from the bridge at Almaraz, 
upon the Tagus; and had since destroyed Cuesta’s army, in an action 
fought upon the Guadiana; and had afterwards arrived about the 1st 
April at Badajoz, 

* Portuguese minister at the Court of London, aflei^rards Conde de Funchal. 

f The frigate, in which Sir A. Wellesley sailed, was very nearly lost in 

very bad weatlier, at the back of the Ide of Wight, in the night after quitting Spithead. 
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Hill’s corps entered the Tagus on the 4tli or 5t1i, having been seen by 
the vessel which brought the last accounts ; so that by the 5th or ^th we 
shall have about ‘22,000 British troops in the neighbourhood of Lisbon, 
and wlmtover Portuguese troops they may have. 

The plan of operations for the French will be to move Victor’s corps 
from Badajoi? to Abrantes ; then cross the Tagus ; and as soon as that 
corps is ready to move on towards Lisbon, to bring on the other two 
weaker corps from Oporto and Salamanca; and the whole to join in the 
neighbourhood of Santarem ; unless, indeed, they should bo certain that 
Cradock cannot move, in which cose tliey will move down according as 
they may find it convenient. 

As soon as die junction and co-operation of the three French corps 
shall be secure, they will detach from 5000 to 10,000 across the Tagus to 
the southern bank, where we have not a man, either British or Portuguese. 
They will post this corps upon the heights of Ahnada, which, you will 
recollect, are opposite Lisbon, and in their continuation command the 
harbour. As soon as they will have possession of this ground, the Admi- 
ral will find out that he cannot remain there with his ships of war ; and 
the General, tliat he cannot embark his troops ; and by this manoeuvre 
alone the French will obtain possession of Lisbon, most probably before I 
shall arrive there. If dicy should not make this detachment, I have no 
doubt that Lisbon may be, and will bo, defended ; and I have long deter- 
mined to fortify the heights of Almadn, so os to bo able to hold them with 
a small body of men, as the first atop I should take upon my arrival. 

You shall hear from me constantly. 


To tho Rt. Hon. J. Villiors.* Lisbon, 33rd April, 1809. 

I shall attend to your suggestion in respect to die Commanding officer 
of the artillery and chief engineer. 

Upon considering die subject well, I think it boat that Boresford should 
come here, unless he should apprehend any inconvenience to tho public 
service from his absence from his corps, principally on the score of its 
discipline. I write to him on this subject ; and shall be obliged to you if 
you will order a boat for him to Santarem. 

To Marshal Beroaford. Lisbon, 33il April, 1809. 

I arrived here yesterday, having had a passage of one week from Ports- 
mouth. The fieet, having on board my horses, the 2 regiments of heavy 
dragoons, and some horses for the artillery, sailed, I believe, on die day 
after I did, and may be expected in a day or two. The 24th foot may 
likewise be expected from Jersey, and likewise a brigade of light infantry 
from England, and a regiment of hussars. 

The expectation of the immediate arrival of some of these troops, and 
die consideration of die various dift'erent arrangements to bo made, and 
which can be made only hero, in respect to transport, commisstuiat, staff, 
the defence of Lisbon and the Tagus, and oventuidly the defence of tho 
Eastern frontier, during tho absence of the army to the northward, sup- 


^ Aftertvonls £arl of Clorouiluii, 
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posing it shoulcl be decided to undertake the expedition against Soult, 
will, I fear, detain me here for a few days ; and it occurs to me tliat time 
will be saved, and much advantage will result from your being here. 
Accordingly, I wish that you could make it convenient to yourself to 
come here as soon as possible. 

If, however, you should be of opinion that it would be inconvenient to 
the public service, on account of the state of discipline of the Portuguese 
troops, or for any other reason, that you should absent yourself from them ; 
or if the journey should be inconvenient to yom-self, I request you not to 
come ; and I must only delay deciding upon tliose points of the subject on 
which it is advisable that I should have your opinion till we meet. 

P. S. Pray let Cradock know if you should determine to come down. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Cradock, K.B. Lisbon, 23rd April, 1S09. 

Mr. Villiers will have informed you of my arrival here yesterday, and 
of the concurrence of my opinion with that which you appear to entertain 
in respect to the further movement to the northward. 

I conclude you will have determined to halt the army at Leiria. I 
think that before any further steps are taken in respect to Soult, it would 
be desirable to consider the situation of Victor, how far he is enabled to 
make an attack upon Portugal, and the means of defence of the Eastern 
frontier, while the British army shall be to the northward ; and eventually 
the means of the defence of Lisbon and the Tagus, in case this attack 
should be made upon this country. 

All these subjects must have been considered by you, and I fear in no 
very satisfactory point of view, as you appear to have moved to the north- 
ward unwillingly ; and I should be glad to talk them over with you, in 
order to be able to consider some of them, and make various arrangements 
which can be made only here. I have asked Beresford also to come, if he 
should not deem his absence from the Portuguese troops in their present 
state likely to be disadvantageous to the Portuguese service, and I have 
desired him to let you know M'hether he will come or not. 

It might possibly also be more agi-eeable and convenient to you to see 
me here than with the army, and if this should be the cose, it would be a 
most desirable arrangement to meet you here : I beg, however, that you 
will consider this proposition only in a view to your own convenience and 
wishes. If you should come down, I should be much obliged to you if 
you would bring with you the Adjutant and Quarter Master Generals, the 
Chief Engineei’, the Commanding officer of Artillery, and the Commissaiy 
General. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Fieie,* Lisbon, 24th April, 1800. 

I arrived here the day before yesterday, and I propose to take the com- 
mand of the army in this country, as soon as I shall have communicated 
with Sir J. Cradock. 

I conclude that Sir John has kept you informed of the movements of 

Mr. Frere wns Ambassailor to the Conit of Spain, and as such accompanied the Ceutrul 
Junta wiieiever it went. It was at this time at Seville. 
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tlie French, in the nortli of Portugal. I do not find that there has been 
any material alteration lately in their position. They have not passed 
tlie Vouga, to the southward, nor have they extended themselves into 
Tras os Montes since the loss of Chaves. But they have made some 
movements towards the Taraaga, which divides Tras os Montes from 
Minlio ; and it is supposed tlioy intend to acquire for themselves the 
option of retreating into Spain through Tras os Montes, if they should he 
pressed by the British troops. 

1 intend to move towards Soult, and attack him, if I sliould be able to 
make any ai-rangement in tlie neighbourhood of Abrantes, wliich can give 
me any security for the safety of this place during my absence to the 
northwaid. I am not quite certain, however, that I should not do more 
good to the general cause by combining with Gen. Cuesta in an operation 
against Victor ; and I believe I should prefer tliis last, if Soult were not 
in possession of a part of this country which is very fertile in resources 
and of the town of Oporto, and if to concert the operations with Gen. 
Cuesta would not take time which might be profitably employed in ope- 
rations against Soult. 

I think it probable, however, that Soult will not remain in Portugal 
when I shall pass the Mondego : if he docs, I shall attack him. If ho 
should retire, I am convinced that it would be most advantageous for tlio 
common cause, that we should remain on the defensive in the north of 
Portugal, and act vigorously in co-operation with Cuesta against Victor. 

In the first place, I do not know that, singly, I should bo equal to tlie 
French force in Galicia; and I am convinced that a movement of the 
British force into that province, inasmuch as it would oblige the French 
to collect their force, would put an end for the moment to the war of the 
peasantry, which has hitherto been so successful, has been so distressing 
to the enemy, and, in fact, prevents them from doing all tlie mischief 
which their position would enable them to do. 

An operation against Victor is attended by those advantages. If suc- 
cessful, it eifectually relieves Seville and Lisbon, and in case afi’airs should 
take such a turn as to enable the King’s ministers to make another great 
effort for the relief of Spain, the corps under my command in Portugal 
will not be removed to such a distance from tlie scene of operations as to 
render its co-operation impossible, and we may hope to see tlie effect of a 
great effort made by a combined and concentrated force. 

It is true, that Galicia and otlier parts, which might be relieved by a 
different and a more dispersed application of our force, will continue for 
some time longer in tlie possession of the enemy ; but tills must be recol- 
lected, that the relief of Galicia is certain, if this great effort, which I 
have supposed may be made, should be successful ; and it is probable that 
relief procured by these means would bo permanent, 

I am convinced that the French will be in serious danger in Spain 
only when a great force shall be assembled which will oblige them to 
collect their troops ; and this combined operation of tlio force in this 
country, wMithat under Gen. Cuesta, may bo the groundwork of furtlier 
measures of the same and a more extended description, 

I shall be yexy much obliged to you if you will communicate to me 
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any information you may have ofthe strength and position of the different 
French corps now in Spain. 

To the Rt. Hon. 3. ViUiera. Lisbon, 21th April, 1809, 

I enclose my letter to Mr. Frere, which, you will observe, is important; 
and it is very desirable that it should not fall into the hands of die enemy, 
or that, if it does, he should not at an early period discover its contents. 
If you should think that the messenger is in any danger of being taken, it 
will be necessary, I should think, either to caution him particularly to 
destroy this letter, or to put it into cipher. 

To Visch Casdeieagh. Lisbon, 24th April, 1809. 

Having heard from the Admiral that he intends to send the Statira to 
England at an early hour to-morrow morning, I shall not suffer that 
opportunity to pass by without writing to you, although I have b«t little 
to tell you. 

I arrived here on Saturday, and found that Sir J. Cradock and Beres- 
ford had moved up the country to the northward with the troops under 
their command respectively, the former to Leiria, and the latter to 
Thomar. Sir J. Cradock does not, however, appear to have entertained 
any decided intention of moving forward; on the contrary, indeed, ha 
appears, by his letters to Mr. Villiers, to have intended to go no farther, 
till he should hear that Victor’s movements were decided ; and, therefore, 

I consider affairs in this country to be exactly in the state in which, if I 
found them, it was the intention of the King’s ministers that I should 
assume the command ; and accordingly I propose to assume it as soon as 
I shall communicate with Sir J. Cradock. I have written to him and to 
Gen. Beresford, to apprise them that I conceive advantages will result 
from our meeting here, and I expect them both here as soon as possible. 

In respect to the enemy, Soult is still at Oporto, and he has not pushed 
his posts to the southward farther than the river Vouga. He has nothing 
in Tras os Montes, since the loss of Chaves, of which you have been most 
probably apprised ; but he has some posts on the river Tamaga, which 
divides that province from Minho ; and it is supposed tliat he wishes to 
secure for himself the option of retreating through Tras os Montes into 
Spain, if he should find it necessary. 

Gen. Silveira, with a Portuguese corps, is in Tras os Montes; but I am 
not acquainted with its strength or its composition. 

Gen. Lapisse, who commands the corps which it was supposed, when I 
left England, was marching from Salamanca into Portugal, has turned off 
to his left, and has marched along the Portuguese frontier to Alcantara, 
where he crossed the Tagus, and thence he went to Merida, on the 
Guadiona, where he is in communication with, indeed I may say part of^ 
the army of Victor. He has an advanced post at Montijo, nearer to the 
Portuguese frontier than Merida. Victor has continued at Medellin 
since the action witli Cuesta. He is either fortifying himself at that post, 
or making an entrenched camp there. Cuesta is at Llerena, collecting a 
force again, which it is said will soon be 25,000 infantry, and 6000 
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cavalry, a part of them good troops. I know nothing of the Marques de 
la Komana, or of anything to the nortliward of Portugal. 

I intend to move upon SouU ns soon as I can make some arrangement 
on which I can depend for the defence of the Tagus, cither to imiiedo or 
delay Victor’s progress, in case lie should come in while I am ahsent. I 
should prefer an attack upon Victor in concert with Cuesta, if Soult was 
not in possession of a fertile province of this kingdom 'and of the 
favorite town of Oporto, of which it is most dcsirahle to deprive him ; 
and if any operation upon Victor, connected with Cuosla’s movements, 
would not require time to concert it, which may as well be employed in 
dislodging Soult from the north of Portugal, and to bring the British army 
to the Eastern frontier. 

If the light brigade should not have left England when you receive 
this letter, I trust that you will send them off without loss of time ; and I 
request of you to desire the officer commanding them to endeavor to get 
intelligence as he shall go along the coast, particularly at Avoiro, and the 
mouth of the Mondogo ; and I wish tliat he should stop at the latter place 
for orders, if ho should find that the British army is engaged in opera- 
tions to the northward, and that he should not have alroiuly rocoivod 
orders at Avciro. The 23d light dragoons might also receive orders to a 
similar purport. The hussars, I conclude, will have sailed before this time. 

Wo arc much in want of craft hero, now that we are going to carry on 
an operation to the northward. Constant convoys will be necessary, and 
the Admiral docs not appear to have the means in bis power of supplying 
all that is required of him. The 24lili regt. arrived this day. 

To Viset. CaBtIcraigli. Lisbon, Ajuil, 1809.. 

I have arranged to send the transports to Cork to bring here 1100 horses, 
of which 800 arc supposed to belong to the 23rd light dragoons, and 300 
to tlie Commissariat j hut I have not boon able to carry into effect that 
part of the arrangement which was settled in England in respect to these 
Commissariat homes, for their cai’e on Uieir passage ; as the men of the 
English Commissai'iat, who were to luive been sent to Ireland in the empty 
transports for this purpose, are with the army at Loiria, and the transports 
would he delayed for some days, if I were to detain them till tliey should 
return from the army. 

I therefore heg leave to suggest to you to have directions given to 
Lieut. Col. Seymour,* of the 23rd light dragoons, to have 100 men with 
officers and non-commissioned officers of the 23rd, attached to the horses 
of the Commissariat, to take care of them on the passage from Cork to 
Lisbon. 


To Vice Athn. tbo IIuii. G. Berkeley. Lisbon, aSib A}pril, 1899. 

I have the honor to inform you, that I received directions from the 
Secretary of State, to request you to send tonnage to Cork of the horse 
ships now in the Tagus, to convey to Lisbon 1100 horses under such 
convoy as you may think necessary. 

*' Aftcnvanls Serjeunt al Aviim. 
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I shall be very much obliged to you if you would give dircctious upon 
this subject, in order to carry into execution the wishes of His Majesty’s 
government. 

To Visct. Castlereagh. Lisbon, 27th April, 1809. 

I arrived here on the 22nd inst., and having communicated with Lieut. 
Gen. Sir J. Cradock to put me in orders on the 25th, I have assumed the 
command of the army. 

The whole of the British array in Portugal are assembled at Leiria and 
Alcobaqa, with the exception of the 2nd batt. 30th regt., in garrison at 
Lisbon ; of the 16th light dragoons, on its march to join the army ; and of 
the 2nd batt. 24th regt., the 3rd dragoon guards, and the 4th dragoons, 
just landed. 

The corps of Marshal Soult is still in the north of Portugal, occupying 
the city of Oporto, with its advanced posts at Ovar. It is engaged witli 
its left in an attack upon Gen. Silveira on the Tamaga, with a view to 
open the province of Tras os Montes, for its communication with Spain. 
The corps of Gen. Lapisse, which had advanced from Salamanca, and had 
threatened an attack upon tlie province of Beira, hsa marched along the 
frontiers of Portugal to Alcantara, where it crossed the Tagus ; and it is 
now joined with that under the command of Marshal Victor, at Merida, 
upon the Guadiana. The corps of Marshal Victor has been upon the 
Guadiana, since the defeat of the Spanish army under Gen. Cuesta, with 
its advanced posts south of that river. 

Gen. Cuesta is at Llerena ; and I understand, by a communication from 
Mr. Frere to the Sec. of State, a copy of which has been sent here, that 
the Spanish government are taking measures to reinforce that General j 
and that he will move into Portugal, if Victor should take advantage of 
the absence of the British army engaged in operations to the northward 
of Portugal. 

Under these circumstances, I have determined forthwith to move to the 
northward. I purpose to take with me 6000 Portuguese troops, and die 
whole of the British troops now in Portugal, with the exception of the 
2nd hatt. 30th regt., the2ndhatt. 24th regt., die brigade of infantry under 
the command of Major Gen. Mackenzie, and the 3rd dragoon guards, and 
4th dragoons. These troops, with about 7000 Portuguese infantry and 
cavalry, will he left upon the Tagus to watch the movements of the enemy 
upon the frontier, and to guard the passages over the river, between 
Abrantes and Santarem. 

As soon as the enemy shall have evacuated the north of Portugal, it is 
my intention to return to the Eastern frontier of the Kingdom, and to co- 
operate with the Spanish General, Cuesta, against the army of Marshal 
Victor. 


G. O. Alt). Gen.'s UiTu-e, Lisbon, aiOi April, isiis. 

1. His Majesty has been pleased to appoint Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, K..B., to be 
Commander of bis Forces in Portugal, and his Excellency having arrived in this country 
to assume the command, all reports, apiilications, &o., am henceforward to be addressed to 
him through the usual chaimels. 
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To Visot. CnsOemigh. Lisbon, 27th April, 180!). 

Upon the arrival of Gen. Berosford at Lisbon on the 25th inst., ho in- 
formed me that he had had some communication with a French officer, 
through the means of M. — at Oporto, which announced a disposition in 
the officers of Soult’s corps to revolt, and to seize Soult and oUior prin- 
cipal officers of the army. 

On the night before lost, a French officer, by the name of , arrived 

liere, accompanied by Major Douglas,* who had been sent by Gen. Bercs- 
fordto the French advanced posts to confer with liim; and I had yesterday 
an interview with tliis officer. He informed me that great discontent and 
dissatisfaction with tlio measures of Buonaparte prevailed throughout the 
French army, and particularly in the corps of Marshal Soult, which had 
Buffered, and was still suffering, extreme distress ; that dissatisfaction had 
long prevailed on various accounts, particularly the conscription, hut had 
been greatly increased by a sense of the injustice of the measures adopted 
in respect to Spain, and tlie seizure of the king ; and that a large propor- 
tion of the officers of the army of Soult were determined to revolt, and to 
seize the General and other principal officers of the army, supposed to bo 
particularly attached to the interests of Buonaparte, if that army should be 
pressed by the troops under my command, so as to oblige Soult to concen- 
trate in situations chosen with a view to their defence rather than wiffi a 
view to their subsistence. 

having met Major Douglas between the advanced posts of the two 

armies, and his communications having there appeared to tire Major to bo 

so important, tliat he thought it desirable that should see Gen. 

Beresford, he proposed that — — should come to Lisbon. I draw your 
Lordship’s attention to this fact, as it removes a suspicion which might 
otherwise attach to the whole subject. The objects of these communica- 
tions appear to be — first, to prevail upon us to press upon Soult’s eorps ; 

and, secondly, to give to and two other captains of the French army 

passports to go to France. 

In respect to the first of these .objects, your Lordship is aware that I 
had adopted a plan of operations which would have effected it ; and I must 
add, that in the different conversations with Major Douglas, Gen. Bores- 

ford, and me, , in pressing that plan upon us, advised us to watch the 

movements of the enemy on the left of tlie Tagus, while we should he 
engaged in operations to the northward. He was, at tlie same time, en- 
tirely ignorant of the situatiou of Victor, and of all the other French corps 
in Spain, excepting that of Ney. 

In respect to the second object, I asked particularly the reason 

he had for wishing to go to Franco at all, and those he had for 
wishing to go before any blow should be struck. His answer was, that 

he wished to go in order to communicate to Generals , 

, and others dissatisfied with the existing order of things, the 

measures which the officers of Soult’s lu-my had in contemplation, and 
which would certainly bo adopted if the army should bo at all pressed by 
us ; and that he wished to go at an early period, because it was certain 
that as soon as Buonaparte should receive intelligence of the event, he 
* Lieut. Gen. Sii 3 , Douglas, K.C.B., then Lieut, Culniicl in Die Portuguese anny. 
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would seize all suspected of being adverse to him, and would put an end 
to the hopes which were entertained that the same measures would become 
general throughout the French army. 

In the existing situation of affairs in Portugal I have considered it pro- 
per to refuse to attend to these communications. I have therefore asked 

the Admiral to give to passports for himself and two other Captains 

of the French army to go to France by sea ; in which says tljey will 

experience no difficulty, as Soult allows vessels of all nations to quit 
Oporto ; and the Commanding officers of the regiments to which they 
belong, being parties to the plan of revolt, are desirous and have the power 
to permit them to go. I have pledged myself no further ; and I have 

particularly desired Gen. Bercsford, in delivering his jjassports to , 

to request that he will inform his friends in the French army, that he 
asked from me, and only obtained, passports to go to France ; that I wish 
them success in the accomplishment of their objects ; hut that the line 
which I shall take upon them must depend upon the circumstances in 
which the French army shall stand at the moment tlie officers may seize 
their General. 

I acknowledge that I do not entertain any hopes that I shall be enabled 
to effect more to the northward than oblige Soult to retreat from Por- 
tugal. If circumstances should enable me to do more, the question 
whether the operations against the French army ought to be carried to 
extremities, or they should he allowed to seize their General and place 
themselves under our protection, becomes one of greater difficmlty ; 
upon which I am desirous, if possible, of having the opinion of His 
Majesty’s government. 

Your Lordship will observe, that I have not thought it proper to dis- 
courage the disposition which appears to prevail among the French 
officers ; at the same time that I have taken care not only not to pledge 
myself to any particular line of conduct, hut that those concerned .should 
understand that I do not consider myself pledged by anything that has 
passed. The successful revolt of a French army might he attended by 
the moat extensive and important consequences j whereas their defeat, or 
what is a more improbable event, their surrender, would affect only local 
interests and objects, excepting that either of these events would add to 
the reputation of His Majesty’s arms. 

In the consideration and decision of this question much must depend 
upon tlie minute circumstances attending the situation in which .each of 
the armies shall he placed at the moment ; but I consider it my duty to 
give the earliest intelligence to His Majesty’s ministers, in order, if pos- 
sible, that I may have the advantage of their opinion, and His Majesty’s 
commands, before I shall have to decide upon the line which I shall 
adopt. 

To Viset. Costlereagh. Lisbon, 2?th April, IS09. 

I have but little to add to my public dispatches of this date, I fully 
believe in the intentions of the French officers to revolt. The existence 
of this intention is confirmed by the recollection of what dropped from 
nearly every individual of the French army with whom I conversed when 

VOL. III. o 
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I was in this country last year, and it is highly probable on other grounds. 
I doubt, however, whether it will be quite so eifey to carry their intentions 
successfully into execution ns their emUsnry appears to imagine ; and I 
also doubt whether it follows of course, ns is generally imagined by those 
with whom I have conversed hero upon this subject, that the successful 
revolt of this corps would be followed immediately by that of others ; and 

I am convinced that tlie mode proposed by , which will bo explained 

to you by Col. Baylcy, to accomplish that object, would not answer that 
purpose. It is, howevoi’, very certain, that the successful revolt of one 
French army would have a great effect, particularly in tliis part of tlio 
world ; and would probably do more for Spain than Spain would ever do 
for itself. In case there should he an opportunity, I should not wait for a 
revolt, but shall tiy my own means of subduing Soull. If this army 
should revolt, or, indeed, at all events, I an.viously renommend to you to 
set all your emissaries to work in Franco. I have no doubt of the detest- 
ation of Buonaparte by the people of tliat country. There is a very hlever 
follow in communication with Mr, , who ought to be useful to you. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will get all the ofllcnrs gazetted, 
who have been recommended for promotion, as serving in the Portuguese 
army. 1 shall set out for the army to-morrow morning. 

To Lieut. Qcn. Shcrlirodku. Lislion, !J7lh April, 1800. 

I have received your letter of the 25th, and I assure you that I derive 
great satisfaction from the renewal of our old connection and friondship; 
and that I am convinced I shall derive the greatest advantage from your 
advice and assistance. 

It is my intention to advance fortliwitli ui)on Soiiltj accoi'dingly, I 
request you, as soon ns you shall receive this letter, to send an olBeei' of 
the Q. M. G.’s department to Coimbra, to arrange the quarters there for 
the whole of tho Brilisli army with yon, including the Ifith light dra- 
goons, which are ordered forward, excepting Major Gim. Mackenzie’s 
brigade, which you will find otherwise disposed of in this letter. Tho 
officer will arrange at Coimbra for the reception not only of the British 
troops, but of about 6000 Portuguese troops, including 0.50 Portuguese 
cavalry. 

You will then commence your march on the 29th as follows ; * Gen. 
Hill’s corps, with the cavalry under Gen. Cotton, to Condeixa; Guards, 
and Stewart’s brigade, German light dragoons, and one brigade of artil- 
lery, from Leiria to Porabalj the troops at Alcolm^a to Leiriaj and the 
troops at Caldas to Alcoba<;a, 

On the 30th, Gen. Hill’s corps, and Gen. Cotton’s cavalry to Coimbra j 
Guards, Stewart’s brigade, cavalry, and artillery, to Condeixa; Tilson’s 
, and Campbell’s brigades of infantry, and one brigade of artillery, to 
Pombal ; Gen. Murray’s and Gon. Sonlag’s brigades to halt at Leiria ; 
Gen. Cameron’s brigade from Alcobocja to Leiria. 

Sir A. Wolleslcy, on joining llie army, issiieil liis iiwfrnctiiais to llio Q. M. fi. for fiift 
movement of the troupe tvlhch the Q. M. (i. oirciilateil tijrungb llio oflieere of liis ilcpiirt- 
mmt to the uSBceta commanding divisions, brigades, &c. Some of these iiietruotioiis 
previous to important affensive movements and liattles will be given. 
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On the 1st May, Guards, &c., cavalry and artillery, to Coimbra ; Til- 
son’s and Campbell’s brigades and artillery from Pombal to Condeixa ; 
Gen. Murray’s and Gen. Sontag’s brigades and artillery from Leiida to 
Pombal ; Gen. Cameron’s halt at Leiria. 

On the 2nd May, Tilson’s and Campbell’s brigade and artillei'y to 
Coimbra ; Gen. Murray’s and Sontag’s brigades and artillery from Pom- 
bal to Condeixa ; Gen. Cameron’s brigade from Leiria to Pombal. 

On the 3rd May, Gen. Murray’s and Sontag’s brigades and artillery to 
Coimbra ; Gen. Cameron’s from Pombal to Condeixa. 

On the 4th May, Gen. Cameron’s brigade to Coimbra. 

Gen. Mackenzie’s brigade, and a brigade of 6 pounders, to march on 
the 29th to Ourem, where he will halt till be shall find that the Portu- 
guese troops have passed on their march from Thomar to Coimbra. He 
will then mai'ch to Thomar. He shall receive further instructions from 
me for his guidance. 

Since writing the above, 1 have received your letter of the 26th. I 
have ordered the 16th light dragoons to move to Leiria, having taken 
measures for supplying them with forage at Rio Mai or, and having 
directed the Commanding officer to carry on 3 days’ forage upon the 
backs of his horses. When they shall arrive at Leiria, I request you to 
order tliera on with any one of the divisions of infantry, and you will then 
reduce that division by one brigade, and add that brigade to Gen. Came- 
ron’s, which will move up the last. Gen. Cameron, having arrived at 
Alcoba<;a, need not make any alteration in this arYiingeineiit. He may 
march on the 29th from Alcobaga to Leiria, Ijalt there on the 30th and 
1 St May, and move on the 2nd according to the arrangement. 

I propose to leave this place to-moirow, and shall be at Leiria by the 
29th, if possible, or at latest on the 30th, and I shall then go on to 
Coimbra. An Assistant Commissary must attend Gen. Mackenzie to 
Ourem, and he should take with him, if possible, 3 days’ provisions. 
The troops marching forwards should also take with them 3 days’ pro- 
visions, if possible; and, if that cannot be done, measures should be 
adopted, either to send that quantity after them, or to receive it on the 
road from Coimbra. A Commissary should likewise be sent to Coimbra, 
to prepare for the reception of the troops. 

I 

To the Junta of Spanish Rstremadura. Lisbon, 2Sth April, 1809. 

I have had the honor to receive the representation which you addressed 
to me yesterday, and I assure you that I am not insensible to the dangers 
which tlireaten the southern provinces of Spain and the Kingdom of Por- 
tugal. With every disposition to meet and avert those dangers, I am 
concerned that I have it not in ray power to do all that I wish ; and, par- 
ticularly as the security of the Kingdom of Portugal being the principal 
object entrusted to me, I cannot divert from it the forces which are neces- 
sary for the accomplishment of all the other objects which you have 
recommended to my attention. 

You must be awai’e that the forces of this Kingdom are but in their 
infancy in respect to organisation, discipline, and equipment ; and it is not 
with troops in this state that any reasonable expectation can be formed of 
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success against the veteran and disciplined troops of France, notwithstand- 
ing that I have every confidence in the valor, the zeal, and tho loyalty of 
the troops of Portugal. The safety of Portugal must therefore depend 
upon tlie exertions of the troops of His Majesty ; and I cannot venture to 
employ their services out of this Kingdom, although ultimately for its 
advantage and safety as well as for the general advantage, till the enemy 
who has invaded Portugal slrall have been removed. 

There are some points, however, of your paper to which it is in my 
power to give immediate attention. 

1st. A corps has been ordered to take the field from the gamson of 
Elvas, and to act, as an army of observation, in co-operation with a similar 
corps from the garrison of Badajoz. 

2nd. The corps under the command of Sir R. Wilson is no longer in 
the neighbourhood of Alcantara, but has crossed the Mondego, and has 
approached the Douro. I doubt whether the corps under the command 
of Col. Le Cor is sufficiently strong to occupy Alcantara, but I shall 
inquire if it should be so ; and I shall be happy to have it in my power to 
comply with your wishes in this respect. 

3rd. Upon this last point I must refer you to the commencement of this 
letter. I wish, and I Iwpc soon to have, an opportunity of concerting 
operations with Gen. Cuesta, and it will give me pleasure if they should 
be satisfactory to the Junta of Estremadura. 

To J. P. Boys, Esq., Dep. Payinastpr Gen. Lisbon, 2Rtli April, IBOO. 

In order to obviate every inconvenience that might arise from the want 
of proper authority for granting warrants, for the regular payment of the 
subsistence for the troops who are, or may be hereafter stationed, at Lisbon, 
I have judged it expedient to authorise Lieut. Col. Walsh, of the 9th foot 
and Town Major of Lisbon, to grant warrants on Mr. Hunter, who will 
remain as Dep. Paymaster Gen. at Lisbon. You will therefore be pleased 
to direct him to pay all such warrants as may be regnlaidy transmitted 
from Lieut. Col, Walsh, with the estimate which will accompany them, 
for the subsistence only of such corps or detachments as may require it. 
You will be pleased to take especial care that His Majesty’s regulations 
are in all respects strictly observed. 

To Lieut Col. Walsh, To\vn Major of Lisbon, Lisbon, 28th April, 1809. 

As great inconvenience and delay to the service would arise to the 
troop stationed at Lisbon, and such as may hereafter arrive, unless some 
officer on the spot is duly authorised to issue warrants to the Dep. Pay- 
master Gen., who will be stationed at Lisbon, for the purpose of providing 
for their subsistence, I do hereby empower and authorise you to grant 
warrants for the subsistence of the troops, only upon the proper estimates 
being laid before you, sti-ictly conforming to His Majesty’s regulations 
upon this subject ; and you will be pleased to cause the same to be duly 
examined, and keep a regular account of the number of warrants so issued, 
together with tlie amounts of each, in order that the same maybe submitted 
to me from time to time, as opportunities may offer. 
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To Visot. Castlei-eagh. Villa Frajica, 29th April, 1809. 

I write in the chance that this letter may still find the packet at Lisbon, 
to inform you that I have received a very had report indeed of the state of 
the artillery horses lately arrived from England with the heavy dragoons, 
being very old, diseased, and out of condition. I shall receive it officially 
probably in a day or two, when I shall transmit it to England. In the 
mean time, I think it proper to acquaint you with the state of these horses, 
and to recommend that for that reason, as well as because it would he very 
desirable to attach a troop of horse artillery to so very large a body of 
cavalry as we shall have, that a troop of horse artillery should be sent out. 

To the Ht. Hoii. J. H. Frere. Villa Franca, 29th April, 1809. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 21st inst., together with one 
from Gen. Cuesta, and one from Don Martin de Garay. I send you a 
copy of the answer which I have written to the former, and my answer to 
the latter. According to my instructions, I think that I ought not to have 
any communication with the Spanish government excepting through you ; 
and if you should he of the same opinion, I request you to tell Don Mar- 
tin that I can communicate with him only through you, and acquaint him 
with my sentiments as contained in the enclosed letter. 

I hope that the Spaniards will adhere to their determination of acting 
upon the defensive, till I shall return to the eastward. They should rein- 
force Cuesta as much as possible. -He has only 19,000 infantry and 1,500 
cavalry, as he tells me in his letter of the 23d. 

It will also bo very desirable that Cuesta should observe the motions of 
the French if they should enter Alentejo, and follow them, if their object 
should he to invade Portugal, which, however, is very improbable. At all 
events, if they should invade Portugal, we shall not be without a force 
upon the Tagus, and in the passes in tlie mountams between Alcantara 
and Abrantes. 

I recommend that Cuesta should observe Victor’s movements in Alen- 
tejo, because it is not impossible that he might enter that province with a 
view to an invasion of Andalusia. It is very improbable, however, that in 
the present state of the French force in Spain, he will move at all, till he 
shall have heard of Soult. 

P.S. In respect to the 40th regt., I certainly must have it; but in the 
state in which affairs are at present I think it best that it should remain at 
Seville till I sliall be able to fix upon a safe route for it. 

To Don Gtregorio Cuesta. Villa Franca, 29th April, 1809. 

I had the honor of receiving yesterday your Excellency’s letter of the 
23rd April, and I assure your Excellency that it will give me great satis- 
faction to co-operate with your Excellency, as far as it may be in my 
power, to defeat those forces of the enemy which threaten the cities of 
Seville and Lisbon. 

Your Excellency must bo aware of flie state of the Portuguese army ; 
a commencement has only lately been made to organise and discipline it : 
and although I have the utmost reliance on the valor, the zeal, and the 
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loyalt 7 of the troops of Portugal, I cannot at this moment consider them 
in such a state of discipline as to conMe to their exertions the safety of 
Portugal, especially committed to my care, against the further attempts 
which may be made upon it by the disciplined troops of France, which 
have already invaded, and are in possession of, an important port of this 
kingdom. Under these circumstances, my attention lias necessaidly been 
directed, in the first instance, to remove from Portugal the further evils 
with which both Spain and Portugal are threatened by Marshal Soult ; and 
the greatest part of the army under my command is now on its march for 
that purpose. A small detachment of British troops, with one of Portu- 
guese troops, will remain upon the Tagus, to watch the movements of the 
enemy, and to guard the passages of that river, in case the enemy sliould 
direct his attack upon this country. 

If I should succeed in removing Marshal Soult from the north of Por- 
tugal, I intend to go forthwith witli all the troops under my command 
(consisting of about 25,000, of which nearly 4000 will at that time be 
cavalry), to the Eastern frontier of Portugal, in the neighbourhood of 
Elvas ; and I shall be happy to co-operate with you in any plan which 
may he agreed upon for the attack of Marshal Victor. In the mean time, 
a detachment of tlie garrison of Elvas has been directed to take the field, 
in co-operation with a similar detachment of the garrison of Badnjoz, to 
act as a corps of observation in that quarter ; but I cannot avoid taking 
this opportunity of recommending that this corps should not be e,\posed 
to the attack of the enemy, or to ho cut off from the garrisons to which 
the parts of it respectively belong. 

In the present situation of affairs, all that we can require is time ; and 
that we should not lose our men, or any of the valuable positions which 
we still possess. In a short time we shall all be enabled to co-operate in 
a vigorous attack upon the enemy ; and till that period shall arrive, it is 
not very material whether he acquires a little more of the open country, 
provided we do not lose any of the men who are destined to defend tlie 
valuable points and positions which remain in our hands. 

Your Excellency is mistaken respecting the position of Sir R. Wilson’s 
corps. He has been removed to the neighbourhood of tlie Douro, to con- 
fine himself to that quarter. I consider the position of Alcantara, however, 
to be so important at this moment, in respect both to the defence of Por- 
tugal and to our future designs upon Marshal Victor, that I shall give 
directions that it should be occupied by a Portuguese corps, if it should 
be possible to form one fit for that purpose. I shall ho obliged to your 
Excellency, if you will give directions that any Portuguese or British 
corps, which may go to Alcantara, may be received there. 

I have written to your Excellency a long letter in English, understand- 
ing that you have under your command officers in your confidence who 
can explain it to you, in which I have taken the liberty of giving my 
opinions with great freedom. I hope that your Excellency will receive 
them, as they are intended, as a mark of my sincere desire to be of use to 
you, as far as is in my power at present j which I hope and believe, from 
the situation of the enemy, I shall have still better opportunities of proving 
to you before much time shall elapse. 
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Tu Don Mttrlin clc Gariiy. Villa Franca, SOlli April, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving yoijr Excellency’s letter of the 21st 
inst., and I am happy to find that the plan of operations which I had adopted 
for the troops under my command, immediately upon my ai-rival in this 
country, and upon which they have already marched, viz., to remove 
Marshal Soult from the north of Portugal, is ajiproved of by the Supreme 
Junta. As soon as that operation shall ho performed, it is my intention 
to collect the whole of the army under my command on the Eastern 
frontier of Portugal, and to co-operate hy every means in my power with 
Gen. Cuesta in an attack upon Marslml Victor. In the mean time, I cannot 
suiEciently recommend a strict defensive position in all quarters. In the 
present situation of affairs, we have every reason to hope that in a short 
time we shall all bo able to co-operate in a vigorous attack upon the only 
remaining force of the enemy ; in which attack we have every reasonable 
prospect of success, if we do not lose any of the valuable positions which 
we still possess, or the men who defend them, in fruitless attacks of tlie 
enemy in the plains. 

It cannot be a matter of much imx)ortance whether they possess, for a 
short time longer, more or less of the plains of La Mancha, provided the 
Spanish troops do not incur the risk of sustaining a fresh defeat by the 
superior cavalry of the enemy, and, by diminishing the strength and effi- 
ciency of the corps destined to defend the passes of the Sierra Morena, 
risk the loss of those important positions, and of all that remains that is 
valuable. I do not conceive dmt the enemy are now in a situation to 
undertake anything of importance, pai’ticularly till they hear of Marshal 
Soult ; and if this bo true, there is every prospect of ultimate success, if 
wc should wait till all can join in the attack of Marshal Victor. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Villa Fiauca, 29th April, 1 809. 

I was in hopes that I should have seen you yesterday, but I was so 
much occupied, that I could not go to you, and I was not able to leave 
town till 3 o’clock : I shall be at Rio Maior tliis day. 

I received yesterday a letter from Mr. Frere, of which I wished to 
communicate to you tlie enclosures, but I now send you copies of them. 
It is evident to me that the French, without the co-operation of Soult, are 
unequal to any attempt, so that I shall have time for everytliing ; and it 
is likewise obvious that, for once, we are all agreed upon the general plan 
of our operations. 

I likewise enclose to you letters from Cuesta, and from die Spanish 
minister, Don M. de Garay, to me, which I beg of you to return to me, 
and my answers, which I request of you to have copied, and send me the 
copies. I have sent my answer to Mr. Frere, because I think I ought not 
to have any communication with the Spanish minister, excepting 
through him. I likewise send you a letter from Edward Paget, who is 
expected. 

In my hurry yesterday I forgot to speak to Bandeira respecting Mrs. 
Canning’s orange trees; and I shall be much obliged to you if you will 
get them and send them to her. 
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To Lieut. Gen. Slietbiooke. Leiria, 30tli April, 1809. 

I have just received your letter of the 30th : that by the returning 
dragoon on the mule did not reach me. 

I am afraid I shall he obliged to stop here to-morrow, in order to give 
a little rest to my horses, which are not very well able to get on after 
being so long at sea : however, I shall get on if I can. 

I wish the troops, &c. to live, while at Coimbra, on what that place can 
afford; as I wish to collect there all tliat the Conimissai’y can bring 
forward. 

I enclose a memorandum for an officer of the Q. M. G.’s department, 
whom I beg you will send as soon as possible to Figueira, at the mouth 
of the Mondego. 

To Major Gen. Mackenzie.* Leiria, SOth April, 1809. 

I wish you to remain at Ourem till the 3rd May, as 2 squadrons of the 
16th light dragoons will march into that town on the 2d ; and I am afraid 
that you will experience inconvenience if you go there before they shall 
have passed through. Your corps is destined to watch the movements of 
Marshal Victor, and to guard the passes into Portugal, while I shall be 
employed to the northward. 

I have not yet had time to write your instructions, but I hope to be 
able to send them to you to-morrow or Ure day following. 

To Major Gen. Mackenzie. Leiria, Ist May, 1809. 

The corps of troops placed under your command is destined to watch 
the movements of the enemy on the Eastern frontier of Portugal, and to 
guard the passes into tliis country on the right of the Tagus, during the 
period that the main body of the British army under my command will be 
employed on the Douro. It will consist, besides the brigade of infantry 
and the artillery which marched from hence witli you, of the 2d. batt. 
24th regt., now on its march from Lisbon to Santarem ; and of the 3d 
dragoon guards and 4th dragoons, lately arrived from England; and 
which corps will begin their march to Santarem and Golegao to-morrow. 

Besides tliese troops, those enumerated hereafter have been placed 
under your orders by Field Marshal Beresford : 

One batt. Izt legt. 

One . . 3(1 • . 

Two . . 4th . . 

Two . . 13th . . 

One . . 15th . . 

3 squadrons of cavalry at GolegSo. 

2 squadrons of cavalry at Abrontes. 

3 regts. of Militia at Abraiites, 

3 regts. of Casadores f at Abrantes and Villa Vellia, under Col. Le Cor. 

800 Vagei's. 

3S0 men collected from the late ganison of Oporto. 

The enemy are collected on tlie Guadiana, with their head quarters at 
Merida, and their numbers are stated to be about 30,000 men. They 
have in their front a Spanish army, with Gen. Cuesta, at Llcrena, which 

* Afterwards killed at Taluvera. f Light troops, * chassours.' 
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army was defeated in the month of March, and has since been reinforced 
to the amount of 20,000 men. As the enemy did not pursue their advan- 
tage upon that occasion, and, from the contents of several intercepted 
letters, I judge that they do not consider themselves sufficiently strong 
to venture to penetrate into the province of Andalusia, till they can have 
the co-operation of Marshal Soult ; on the otlier hand, I doubt whether 
they are sufficiently strong to make a detachment into Portugal, in order 
to try to communicate with Soult. By this measure they will expose 
themselves to he attacked, and will he attacked by Cuesta, who is receiv- 
ing reinforcements. However, the object of the corps placed under 
your command is to guard against this possible, though not very probable, 
attempt ; and I now proceed to communicate to you my notions of the 
probable line of attack of the enemy, and to suggest to you the different 
points of your defensive line. 

If the enemy should invade Portugal, it will be either between the 
Tagus and the Guadiana, or north of tlie Tagus by Alcantara, or by both 
lines of attack. If he should make his attack between the Tagus and the 
Guadiana, he may endeavor to cross the Tagus at Villa Velha, at Abrantes, 
at Santarem, or even lower down, at Salvaterra. I understand that the 
river will not he fordable anywhere for a month, and therefore the enemy 
must intend to seize the boats in tlie river, if he should now make his 
attack by this supposed line. The Qivil government will he required to 
give directions, that, upon the first alarm, its officers may exert them- 
selves to collect the boats, particularly on that part of the river below 
Abrantes j and you will do every thing in your power to assist them. 

If they should succeed in crossing the river above Punhete, you will 
defend, as long as may bo in your power, the positions on the Zezere. If 
you should find that they attempt the passage lower down, and are likely 
to succeed in effecting it, particularly in the neighbourhood of Salvaterra, 
you will leave the upper parts of the Tagus, and tlie iDositions on the 
Zezere, to be defended by the Portuguese light troops and militia ; and 
you will take care to keep yourself, with the British troops, in such a 
position, in respect to the enemy, as that you shall have your communi- 
cation open with Lisbon. If you should be under the necessity of retiring, 
you will do it gradually, defending every position that can he defended, 
particularly Villa Franca and Buccllas, Lumiar and Sacavem, &c. &c. ; 
and you will adopt every measure in your power to gain time for me to 
come to your assistance. 

If the enemy should direct his attack solely by the line of Alcantara, 
it will he necessary that you should carry your whole force into the moun- 
tains between Gastello Branco and Abrantes, where I understand Col. Le 
Cor now is with his cafiidores and yagers. You will find the positions in 
those mountains very strong ; but they are turned by the new road from 
Capinbo, near Covilhao, to Cardigos ; and, if the enemy should take that 
road, you must defend the Zezere, as before pointed out. 

In the view of rendering it more difficult for the enemy to make his 
attack north of the Tagus, I have requested Marshal Beresford to make 
arrangements for occupying Alcantara witli a garrison ; by which measure, 
as long as the river shall continue full, the enemy will be obliged to go 
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round by the bridge of Almaraz, and give you more time for your de- 
fensive arrangements. As Alcantara is not a very good post, you will 
take care that the garrison is withdrawn, as soon os it shall have answered 
the purpose of obliging the enemy to look for another passage. 

From the circumstances which I have above mentioned respecting the 
state of the enemy’s force, it is not probable that they will attack by both 
of the lines which are open to them. If they should, you will oppose them 
in the mountains by the ca^adores, yagers, and the militia, and keep your 
regular troops on the right for the defence of the Tagus, in the first 
instance, of the Zezere, and eventually to cover Lisbon. 

I understand from Marshal Beresford that an officer of engineers is 
employed in the construction of works to defend the passage of the Tagus 
at Abrantes. • Y ou will urge the completion of those works ; and you will 
be so kind as to have the Tagus examined, with a view to discover in what 
places it is likely to be fordable in the dry season, particularly between 
Punhete and Salvaterra; and you will have works constructed for the 
defence of the passage, in the first instance, at those places to which any 
principal road leads on the other side. You will direct your Commissary 
to correspond with the Dep. Commissary Gen. at Lisbon respecting sup- 
plies of provisions, if the country should not be able to afford you supplies 
in sufficient quantities. As you will have your communication open by the 
river, you cannot be in want. There is a depot of military stores at San- 
tai-em, from which you will draw auoh supplies of that description as you 
may require. 

The persons employed at Badajoz and Elvas, and elsewhere on the 
frontier, to give intelligence of the enemy’s movements, will be directed 
to correspond rvith you j and I shall have persons placed on the road 
between your head quarters and me, for the purpose of keeping up a con- 
stant communication between us. 

Besides tlie defence of the points referred to, it is very desirable that, 
till their service should be otherwise called for, the assistance of our troops 
should be given to discipline the Portuguese regular regiments. I re- 
quest you to quarter tlie Portuguese regiments and the British regiments 
as much as possible together ; and urge the Commanding officers of tlie 
latter to aid the former, as much as may he in their power, in training 
and disciplining their soldiers. 1 need not point out the advantage which 
must result from this mode of employing the leisure which it is probable 
the troops will have, particularly to your corps, if the army should be 
employed to the northward till the Tagus may become fordable. 

P. S. In the enumeration of Portuguese troops which will bo placed 
under your command, I have omitted to mention 3 brigades of artillery at 
Santarem. In case you should want any heavy ordnance for the batteries 
on the Tagus, you will write to Mr. Yilliors for it, and it will he sent up 
the Tagus. 

To the Rt. Hgii. J. Villiccs. l-'mnlial, Isi. May, 1809. 

I arrived here tliis day, and shall bo at Coimbra to-morrow. I have 
written Gen. Mackenzie’s instructions, of which I shall send you a copy. 
In the mean lime it is very desirable th.at some arrangements should be 
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made to secure the boats upon the Tagus, as far down as Salvaterra, upon 
the first alarm of invasion. This can be effected only by means of the 
civil authorities of the country, and I shall be much obliged to you if you 
will concert measures witli the government for that purpose. 

Gen. Mackenzie may require heavy ordnance for the batteries which he 
will have constructed upon the Tagus ; and I have deshed him to write to 
you if he should require any, and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
apply to the government for what he may require. There is a report in 
the country that the French had forced the passage of the Tamaga on the 
21^1. I know Silveira still held his ground on the 26th. 

To Major Gen. Mackenzie. Coimbra, 2il May, ISOB. 

In explanation of that part of my instructions relative to the collecting 
of the boats on the Tagus, on the approach of the enemy, I beg it may be 
understood that the boats must be either destroyed or carried down the 
river below Salvaterra, where the river is broad enough to place them out 
of the reach of musketry from the opposite bank ; and also to take the 
precaution of placing a guard over them. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Coimbra, 2(1 May, 1800. 

I received your letter of the 30th April last night; and I now enclose 
you the copy of my instructions to Major Gen. Mackenzie, in which you 
will see that tlie point of attack by Salvaterra has been considered and 
means of defence suggested, and that all the measures ordered in those 
instructions have in view the ultimate defence of Lisbon itself, if Portugal 
should be invaded by a part of Victor’s corps, during my absence to the 
northward. I should not be at all surprised if a small corps were pushed 
in ; but nothing but a large one will answer to oblige Gen. Mackenzie to 
retire. If the government look well after tlie boats, the whole of Victor’s 
army would not be able, at present, or I believe for a month to come, to 
cross the Tagus. 

A garrison has been ordered into Alcantara. I agree with you about 
the 40tli ; and I enclose a letter for Mr. Frere, which I beg you to peruse 
and forward. I shall write to the Admiral respecting ti-ansports for this 
corps. 

1 understand that the corps which came from the neighbourhood of 
Caceres consisted of cavalry only, and returaed to Merida. It is not 
impossible, however, that Victor, if obliged to remain on the defensive 
till he shall hear of Soult, will send a corps into Portugal to get intelli- 
gence of him ; but no corps will make any impression by tlie Tagus at 
this season of the year, if the government will look well after the boats on 
that river ; and a small corps will make no impression in an attack by 
Alcantara, supposing that they should anticipate us in the possession of 
tliat place. We mean to fortify all the fords on the river at and above 
Salvaterra ; and yon will observe the directions which I have given to 
Mackenzie on the subject ; but we must have a little time. 

I am obliged to you for your offer to jirocure me assistance to copy my 
dispatches; but I have plenty of that description. Tlie fact is, that, 
excepting upon very imjiortant occasions, 1 write my dispatches without 
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malting a draft, and those which I sent to yon were so written before I set 
out in the morning, and I had not time to get them copied before they 
were sent, which is the reason why I asked you to return me copies of 
them. 

To Vico Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Coimbra, 2d May, 1800. 

I received your letter of the 30th last night, and accept with pleasure 
your offer to send to Puerto de 8*“ Maria transports to convey the 40th 
regt. to Lisbon. I have written to Col. Kemmis orders to march to Puerto 
de S‘“ Maria; and I shall be very much obliged to you if, with the infantry 
transports, you will send also transports to convey round 100 horses and 
mules, in order that tlie regiment may be enabled to march immediately 
upon its arrival at Lisbon. 

I am much obliged to you for the information which you send me of our 
convoy. I hope it will soon arrive, as it is much wanted. We have had 
very bad weather, yet I ai'rived here this day, and the troops will all be 
here by the 4th. 

I give no credit to the report of die defeat of the French : they may 
have been ill treated in a skirmish of the advanced guards, but I doubt 
whether the main body on either side is inclined to fight. I understand 
that the French corps which had appeared at Caceres has returned to 
Merida. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Frete. Coimbra, 2d May, 1800. 

I arrived here this day, and the army will be collected in tliis town and 
neighbourhood on the day after to-morrow. 

In making my arrangements for the defence of the Tagus, and of the 
frontiers on the north bank of that river, to be occupied by my detach- 
ments during my absence, I find that I shall bo reij bare of troops with- 
out the 40th regt. ; and I shall feel still greater inconvenience from the 
want of them, when I shall return from the expedition to the northward, 
and shall move to the frontiers of Spain ; as at that time I shall be obliged 
to send 2 battalions to Gibraltar, and detachments equal in strength to 2 
m8re to England, according to the instructions which I have received, 
which must be obeyed as soon as the enemy shall have retired from Por- 
tugal. I am anxious, therefore, that the 40th regt. should be sent to me 
as soon as possible, more particularly as they can be of no use at Seville ; 
and I avail myself of the offer of the Admiral to send transports to Puerto 
de S*^ Mai'ia to bring them to Lisbon. I shall be obliged to you to send 
to Col. Kemmis the enclosed orders to march to Puerto de S*" Maria, there 
to embark for Lisbon, and if you will ask the Spanish government to 
afford every facility for the march of the regiment under his command. 

I have no news from this quarter. 1 understand that Soull has moved 
the greatest part of his force towards the Tamaga, I suppose witli an inten- 
tion of retreating through Tras os Montes into Spain. 

To Col. Kemmis, 40th regt. Coimbra, 2il May, 1809. 

I beg that, as soon as it may be convenient after you shall have received 
this order, you will march with the regiment under your command, from 
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Seville to Puerto de S‘'‘ Maria, by such route as niay be settled for you 
by the government of Spain ; and you will there embai'k in transports 
which will have been sent round for the regiment, and will proceed to 
Lisbon, where you will receive further orders. 

As it might be inconvenient to the officers of the regiment to part with 
the horses and mules which they may have, and as they would be unable to 
take the field immediately upon their arrival at Lisbon, if they should part 
with them, I have requested the Admiral to send to Puerto de S*“ Maria 
transports to convey the horses and mules, as well as the regiment. 

Memorandum of an arrangement for the Commissariat. Coimbra, 2d May, 1809. 

1. There shall he attached to each brigade of infantry, to each regiment 
of cavalry, to the artillery, and to head quarters, an Assist. Commissary, 
with a sufficient number of clerks, interpreters, &c. 

2. The troops shall march from Coimbra, with 3 days’ bread on their 
backs : die cavalry and artillery with 3 days’ forage. 

3. The Assist. Commissaries with brigades, regiments, &c., to have cattle 
tor their brigades and regiments for three days. 

4. The Assist. Commissaries with brigades and regiments should like- 
wise have with them bread for their brigades and regiments for 3 days. 

5. This bread must eventually be carried on mules ; but till mules can 
be provided to cany the whole, the mules now with the Commissariat 
should be divided among the brigades and Commissaries to carry a portion 
of the bread, and waggons to carry (he remainder. 

6. The Assist. Commissaries and others attached to brigades will, on 
their route through the country, do everything in their power to procure 
supplies. If they cannot procure them in time for the use of the brigades 
or regiments, to which they will be attached, they will order tliem to be 
prepared for the succeeding troops on the march, or they will order tliem 
to the next depdt to be formed ; and they will invariably report to the 
succeeding Commissary, and as soon as possible to the Commissary Gen., 
the success which they have had in procuring supplies, 

1 . All requisitions on the country must be made by the officers of the 
troops on the Assist. Commissaries, who will report these requisitions to 
the Commissary Gen. as soon as made. 

Memorandum for the Commissary General on the expedition into the North of Portugal. 

Coimbra, 2d May, 1809. 

1. The troops will march in two principal columns, the right composed 
of about 6000 infantry and 1000 cavalry, by the route of Vizeu to Lamego ; 
the left of about 20,000 infantry and 1400 cavalry, by the route of Vouga 
towards Oporto. 

2. A depdt for 6 days for 30,000 men, and 5000 horses, should be 
formed at Coimbra. This should be carried forward by tlie waggons of 
Coimbra, in its due proportions, to Vizeu and Vouga respectively ; which 
waggons should commence their march 2 days after the troops shall have 
set out. These waggons should return as soon as they shall have per- 
formed tlris service, and fresh waggons procured at Vizeu and Vouga to 
carry on the supplies. 
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3. A Commissary to be sent to Viaeu to collect supplies for the column 
proceeding by that route. This column should set out from Vizou witli 
the same quantity of provisions as it has on setting out from Coimbra. 

4. On the arrival of the troops at Vizeu, a Commissary to bo sent for- 
ward to make arrangements for supplying the troops at Laraego on tlieir 
arrival there. 

5. On the — , a Commissary to be sent to Aveiro to prepare supplies of 
bread, forage, &c., for the troops at that place. This bread, Sc., will bo 
embarked at Aveiro, and carried by boats to Ovar, from whence the troops 
and brigade Commissaries should start with tlie same supply as from 
Coimbra. A depdt should be formed at Ovar, and kept up for tire troops 
advancing on that line for 5 days, by which the troops should be supplied 
by carts hired at Ovar and in the neighbourhood, in their advance to and 
till their arrival at Oporto. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiera. Coimbr,i, 3d May, 1809. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 1st. 

I shall send in a flag of truce to Soult, on the subject of the exchange 
of the British officers who are his prisoners, as soon as I shall be prepared 
to let him know in another manner that we are here. 

I know nothing more that bears upon tlie subject on which Bayley is 
gone to England, excepting the greatest civility from the French officer 
at the outposts to Col. Tract, lately, when he had a communication with 
them by a flag of truce, One of the officers whom he saw was mentioned 
by my friend as being of his pasty. I do not understand from any intel- 
ligence that I have seen that any corps is coming to Alcantara. The 
movement from Truxillo, mentioned by Capt. Mayne, is of heavy cannon. 


G. O. Onimlnn, at May, ISOO. 

1. Returns to be ssnf^ by the GonomI ofKccrs, and other individuals, entitled to hilt 
men, and by the Commanding oflicers of corps, shating the number of natives of Portugal 
that have been hired, to serve in lieu of bile nieu, given by each corps, and of the names of 
the severs] officers in whose service they ate cmployetl. 

2. Upon all occaraons, when the army will march, it will be in one or mure columns, on 
one or different roods, widi a view to take up a pwition, ot by sejtarato haltalions, brigades, 
or larger divisions, with a view to occupy certain caiilonmcuts. In the Qrst cose, die 
reserve artillery and stores, drawn, or carried by horses or mules, are to follow the trooje ; 
then the baggage of regiments, and individuals of each column, is to follow, arranged iu 
the order hi which the corps or individual will stand in the column ; and lastly, tlie artil- 
lery and commissariat stores on carts, drawn by bullocks. 

3. In the other cases, when battalions or larger divisions ore to take up cantonments, 
the baggage of each division, going to a separate caiitoiimoiit, is to follow that division, and 
is to be arranged in the order in which each corps or individual will stand in the order of 
march of the division to which ho may belong. 

4. On all occasions, tlie learlers of columns, whether composed of the whole army, or of 
smaller divisions, will holt, once in every lionr and a half, for 5 miiaitcs, to allow ilic men 
to fall out ; and Commanding officers of companies will he held responsihle if any man 
foils out of the ranks at any time during the mnrcli, cxcciitiiig during these Jmlls, or is 
absent from his company, at the end of it, upon any occasion, excopling sick and conse- 
quent inability to keep up, 

_ 5. If oiiy nmti should tie taken ill on a march, measures are to ho takoii for tlio care of 
him, according to the mode Iierctofoi'C pointed out in lliu G. O., particularly juuagraph 
No. 11, of the G. O, 21tii Ajiril ; and the Commaiidhig officer of his coinjumy will send 
a non-commissioned officer with him to the nearest ni.'igistj'ate as therein pointed out. 

6. When circumstanoos will oblige liatlalions, in rear of any culuuni, to halt, the hcaa 
of such column must not be halted witliout the special orders of the officer commanding 
the column, who will judge of the necessity of halting, according to the length of tlio 

interval 
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to Merida, which, whatever may he the enemy’s intention, cannot be 
destined for the invasion of Portugal by Alcantara. If, indeed, we occupied 
Alcantara, the heavy cannon might be intended to deprive us of that point ; 
but the French are well aware that we do not occupy Alcantara, as Lapisse 
paa.sed through that place very lately with his division. 

I have not heard of any movement on the frontier, excepting that of the 
cavalry to Caceres, adverted to in my letter of yesterday. 

You will have seen that I had alluded to the necessity of intelligence of 
the enemy’s movements for Gen. Mackenzie, upon which subject, as well 
as others, I propose to make arrangements with Beresford as soon as he 
shall arrive. It would be well, however, if you could correspond with 
Gon. Mackenzie, and find out where he will have his head quarters from 
time to time, and ask Forjaz to desire liis friends upon the frontier to 
write to Mackenzie. The latter, however, should receive tliis intelligence, 
and provide for his own security. Beresford will be here to-night. 


To Lieut. Col. Trent. Coimbra, 8(1 May, 1609, 

I received in the night your letter of 8 p.m., and this morning that of 
9J P.M. In respect to the first, I have only to request that you will keep 
yom position till I shall be in readiness, not only to move to you, but to 
push on to Oporto. In respect to the second, I beg you to convey the 
enclosed letter in any way you can to the Captain of the N^autilus, 

As we shall have some troops at Mealhacla, on the road to Vouga, 
to-morrow, on their march towards Vizcu ; and as it is desirable your 
friends should not see more of our troops than is absolutely necessary, and 
should know nothing of our operations, I request you to bring or send 


interval which will thereby be occasioned in his column, tiie necessity there is tliat tho 
column should he well closed up, and the probability that from the nature of the impedi- 
ments of the toad, the head of me column will soon be halted, and give time to the rear 
to closo up. 

7. Two Assistant Provosts, in addition to (hose already oppointed, are to be appointed ; 
and Commanding officers of regiments and brigades will recommend such nou-commis- 
sinned officers as they may diink trust-worthy and capable of perfoiraing the duties which 
will be required from tliem j they will receive Ensigir's pay ond allowances. 

8. Depots are to be established at the following places, upon which subject, the Commis- 
sary Gen. will receive directions, viz. : 

Ilio Maior, Leiria, Coimbra. An officer and 20 men of Ibe ROth regt. are to be sta- 
tioned at llio Maior, and conduct tlie details of (be duties there ; the senior officer, in 
charge of the sick and convalescents at Leiria, is tu conduct them at Leiria ; and an officer 
will bo established at Coimbra, for the same purpose. 

9. These officers will correspond constantly with each other, and with the Q. M. G. of 
the army and Town Major at Lisbon. 

10. Whenever stores or provisions are dispatched from Lisbon, the Q. M. G. is to be 
informed thereof, of the number of waggons or other means of conreyarice on which they 
are laden, and of the route which the; ore directed to take, specifying by what stages. The 
Town Major is likewise to give notice of this dispatch to the officer at Rio Maior ; this 
officer is to relieve the escort, and send it track to Xisbun, and is to report the arrivid and 
the probable departure of the convoy to the Q. M. G. and the officer commanding at tiie 
next station ; the officers stationed at Leiria and Coimbra are to do the same respectively. 

11. Non-commissioneil officers in charge of convoys will be held responsible for the con- 
duct of the soldier's under their command on the march with convoys, and retumiiig tu 
their cantonments. 

18. General Orders will he issued, at the Adj. Gen.'s office, at 10 o'clock precisely, 
every morning. The officers in the department and Majors of Brigade to be responsible 
that the Adjutants have them by 12. 
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them word to Martedc, 3 leagues from lienee on the road to Avciro, and 
let me know at what hour they will bo there. 

To Ueut. Col. Trant. Coirabi'o, 3(1 May, 1809. 

I have just now received your letter of this day. Lieut. Col. Douglas 
is gone to Avciro to reconnaitre the road for me ; and I have sent the 
party of dragoons to join him, and I have desired him to take them into 
the town of Aveiro to-morrow night, for the purpose meutiuned by you. 
If the dragoons should fall in with Col. Douglas, I have desired liim to 
send to you at Agueda, and you need not go over to Avciro ; but if the 
dragoons should not find Col. Douglas, and you should not hear from him, 
it will be necessary that you should go over to Avciro to-morrow niglit, 
to meet tliom, and to receive the persons expected. I have accordingly 
given instimotions to the officer of the Staff, who will go with the dra- 
goons to find Col, Douglas or you, and os soon as he shall find either, ho 
will rotiu'n. 

I will meet you and your friends at Fomos, 1 league from hence on the 
road to Vouga, at the hour you shall name on the .5th. 

P. S. Col. Douglas is not yet gone, and he shall take the dragoons ; 
and you may do as you please, either go to Aveiro or not — only send him 
woxxl. You will do well to send away the dragoons as soon os you get 
out at Aveiro. 

To Lieut. Gcii. tlie Hon. E. Pagot. Coimbra, 4tli May, 1809. 

I have assembled the main body of the army at this place, with a view 
to an operation against Soult, for reasons into wliich it is unnecessary that 
I sliQuld enter at present, hut which I shall detail to you when we meet ; 
and we have a detachment of British and Portuguese troops on the Tagus, 
to watch Victor’s movements, and to guard the passes into Poi’tugal north 
of that river. I should wish you to join this corps, and I recommend you 
to come up hy Villa Franca, Rio Maior, Leiria, Pombal, and Coimbra. 
You will find forage at all these places, but at no others on the road. 

If Gen. Fane should bo wiUi you, I wish him to join the hi-igade of 
heavy dragoons, which I have been obliged to leave with the corps upon 
the Tagus, on account of the want of forage upon the road to this place ; 
and let Gen. Erskine come up to command the 1st hnssars and 23d dra- 
goons, which corps have been ordered into the Mondego, where they will 
he landed. 

I shall put all this in orders as soon as I shall know who is arrived : in 
the mean time it will be convenient to all parties to know their destination. 
I hope to march on tlie 7th. 


To tlio Rt. Hon. J. Villicrs, Coimbra, 4tli May, 1809. 

In the letter which I wrote to Gen. Paget, and sent to yon from Villa 
Franca, I told him that I wished Gen. Erskine to join the brigade of heavy 
dragoons on the Tagus, if Gen. Fane was not come out; and I have every 
reason to he apprehensive that Gen. Fane will have been detained in Eng- 
land to attend Parlianicnl, mid I did not advert to Gen. Erskinc’s seniority 
to Gen. Mackenzie, over whom it would be inconvenient to place him at 
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the present moment. In case that Paget should not have arrived, I enclose 
another letter for him, in which I have rectified this mistake ; and in that 
case, I beg you to deliver the enclosed letter, instead of that transmitted 
to you from Villa Franca, which I will thank you to return to me. 

Of course you will not say any thing upon this subject to any body. If 
Paget should have arrived without Fane, the inconvenience cannot be 
avoided, and we must make the best of it ; and I really believe that I 
should have every reason to place confidence in Gen. Erskine, if he had 
been a little longer in Portugal. If you should have given the other 
letter to Paget, I request you to return the enclosed. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. 'Villiers. Coimbra, 4th May, 1809. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, we have heard that the French had forced 
the bridge of the Tamaga on the 2d, and that Silveira had retired across 
the Douro to Lamego. The French also appear to have pushed a detach- 
ment across the Douro at Ambos dos Rios. On tbe other hand, we heard 


(J, O. Coimbra, 4tli Moy, 1B09. 

1. The army will be brigaded, and stand in line, as follows, until further orders : 


OiVALBY. 

{ 14th Light dragoona . • ) 

20th J 

3d Lt. dragns, IC. G. L. . | 

I6th J 

Coldstream Guards, 1st batt. I 
3d do. 1st do. > 

1 company 6th batt. 60th regt. j 
r 3d or Bails .... 1 

ist brigade | ; ) ; : ; f 

\ 1 comp. Sth bait. 60th regt. ‘ 
r 6 comps. 6th batt. 69th regt. I 

3d brigade J Portuguese greiiads. ( 

\ 87th ...... J 

(■ 7th 

6th brigadei l»tbatt. 10thPortugm«tegt.t 

, I 1 company 8 th batt. 60 th regt. J 

f 9th ) 

7fli brigade j rogt.l 

I 1 company 5th batt. 60th regt. J 

{ Ist batt. detachments . . i 

Ist do. 16th Portuguese regt. I 

29th I 

( 2d batt. detachments . . r 

4th brigade J do- 16th Pertague** regt. I 

1, 1 company 8th batt. 60tli regt. j 

I 27th regt 1 

2d brigade { 48th • .....} 

I 31st j 

_ „ T f Brig. Gen. Langweitfa . . j 
K. G, L. I Driiberg . . / 


Major Gen. Cotton. 

Brig. Gen. F, Campbell. 
Major Gen. Hill. 

Major Gen. Tilson. 

Brig. Gen. A. Campbell. 

Brig. Qen. Cameron. 

Brig. Gen. B. Stewart. 

Brig. Gen. Sontog. 

Major Gen. Mackenzie. 
Major Gen. 3. Murray. 


2. Although this is to be the order of the line of battle, circumstances of ground and 
situation may render a deviation from it necessary. 

3. The light infantry companies belon^g to, and the riflemen attached to each brigaile 
of infantry, arc to be formed together, on me left of tbe brigade, under the command of a Field 

officer 
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from Oporto, that they are blowing up magazines of gunpowder, which 
looks like an immediate evacuation. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have received intimation that I am 
to see two persons to-morrow on the business on which Bayley went to 
England. 

I had a conversation with Beresford last night, on a subject on 
which you spoke to me before I left Lisbon, viz., the settling the 
person who should have powers to sign for and bind the Portuguese 
government by his acts, if such a measure should be necessary ; and I 
agree entirely with Beresford, tliat whether it be he or me, die Portu- 
guese government must be the persons who shall decide. I wisli, there- 
fore, that you would arrange this matter with Forjoz ; and I acknowledge 
that I shall not be sorry if they should decide either that I shall not bind 
them by any act of mine without Bereaford’s concurrence, or that Beres- 
ford alone shall bind them. Lest Forjaz should think that we have any 


officer (w Captain of light infantry of the brigade, to be fixed upon by the officer who com- 
mands it. Upon all occasions, in which the brigade may be formed in line, or in column, 
when ttie brigade will be formed, for the purpose of opposing an enemy, tlic light infantry 
companies and riflemen will be of couree in the front, flanks, or rear, according to tlio cir- 
cumstances of the ground, and the nature of the operation to be performed. On all other 
occasions, the light infantry companies are to bo considered as attached to their Imttnlion^ 
with whiob they are to be quartered or encamiied, and solely under the command of the 
Commanding officer of the battalion to which they belong. 

4. An Asristant Commissai'y, with the necessary number of clerks, will he attached to 
each brigade of infantry, to each regiment of cavalry, to the ai'tillcpy, and to head-quarters, 
to whom application must bo made for provisions and supplies of all kinds required for 
the brigade, oorps, or department, to which lie will he attnolied. No requisitions must ho 
mode upon the country, excepting by the Commissary Gen., or his deputy or assistants, 
excepting in cases of neoesaity, in which small bodies of troops moy be in upon their 
maroli, unattended by a Commissary, which oose of necessity must always bo clearly 
made out to tlie satislhction of the Commander of the Forces. 

5. All requisitions made contrary to this order, will lie paid for by the Commissary, ami 
the amount charged to the account of the officer who will have signed it. 

6. The offic^ of the army must have observed the scaroity of all supplies, which 

our army requires in Portugal ; at the same time that tlie discipline and efficiency of 
the troops depend upon their regular delivery. Tlie Commander of the Forces trusts, 
therefore, the General officers of the army, and the Commanding offleora of regiments, 
particularly those who may be detached, will communicate ooiistniitly with the officer 
of the Commissariat department attached to their brigades ond legiments, and will 
advise and assist them as far ns may be in Ibmr power in tlieir endeavoring to procure 
euppUes for the troops, ^ 

8. The pay of the officers who have been transferred to Uio Portuguese service, must 
be paid by the Paymasler of the regiment to which they belong, till it will have been 
notifled in the Gazette, or in General Orders tliat His Majesty lias approved of tlieir pru- 
motion. 

9. Major Campbell, A. A. G., is appointed to act ns Commandant of head quarters 
until furtlicr orders. Major Campbell will regulate all matters concerning the quar- 
tering, marches, and police of bead quarters. Whenever the head quarters are to move, 
all persons concerned ore to send an officer to the Commandant, fur instructions relative 
to the moving of their baggage, &o., and for whiob a proper guard will be allotted by the 
Adj. Gen. 

Officers belonging to head quarters will give strict injunctions to their servants in 
Marge of their baggaw, to have it ready at the place and time that sbnll he llxeil by the 
t^mmandant; and they must be warned that ail orders issued by him are to ho implicitly 
obeyed, as he is answerable to the Commander of the Forces for the regular march of the 
baffioge of head quortere, and conduct of those who accompany it, 

aiok returns to be sent weekly, on Sunday moniing, and monthly, on the 
^tb'of every month, to the head of tlie Medical department of the army, by the staff 
'mgeous attaehed to brigades; and in the absence of the staff surgeon, all his duties, as 
directed ^n 0., ore to be performed by the senior medical officer, of wliatever rank. 
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notion of another Convention, I do not know whether it would not be 
advisable that you should state to him the object of our conferences with 
the person who came to Lisbon. However, that is a point on which your 
better knowledge of his discretion will enable you to form a more correct 
judgment than I can. 

Beresford’s corps marches to-morrow, and mine will move on the Ith, 
if we should find that Silveira has really retired, of which we have as yet 
no official accounts. 

P. S. We are very much in want of money, and till we can bring our 
resources to bear, it will be a great convenience if you would give us 
back half of the sum of money which the Commissary lately advanced to 
you, and send it up to us as soon as possible. 

To Capt. Dench, H.M.S. Nautilut. Coimbra, 4th Hay, 1809. 

Col. Trant has communicated to me the intelligence you have trans- 
mitted to him, for which I am much obliged to you. You will much 
oblige me also if you will direct all convoys coming down the coast with 
troops or stores, to put into the Mondego, as I wish to land the troops in 
that river, with a view to the operations which I am about to carry on to 
the northward. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Cradock, R.B. Coimbra, 5th May, 1809. 

I enclose copies of letters which I brought from England with me, 
relative to the relief of 2 regts. at Gibraltar, by 2 battalions from this 
army, which you will observe it appears to have been intended by the 
Sec. of State should have been made hy sending, in the first instance, from 
hence the 2 regts. to relieve those coming from Gibraltar. These letters 
werg written before the Sec. of State was aware of the situation of affairs 
in this country, and knew of the demand and pressure for troops ; other- 
wife, I am convinced that he would have desired that the relief might be 
commenced by sending to this country from Gibraltar, at least one of the 
2 regts. 

Wliat I have to request is that, if you should view this matter in tlie 


G. O. CDi]nbia.S1h May. 1809. 

2. Whenever an order is given for the troops to march on the folloiving day, the Com- 
missaries attached to those troops are to issue to them one day’s meat, which is to be cooked 
on that night, for the following day, so that the troops on their arrivM at their new ground, 
having carried their provisions for the day, will be sure to have them. 

12. Those horses of the dragoons and artillery, which will eat the corn and forage of 
the country, are to feed with that description of forage only ; the Commanding officers of 
dragoons and artillery will give directions that all their horses may be accustomed to the 
corn and forage of the country, by being fed at firsts in the proportions of half English and 
half Portuguese corn and forage ; then of two-thirds Portuguese and one-third Rnglish ; and 
lastly of the whole Portuguese; the Commissary Gen. will moke his issues accoi^gly, to 
cavalry and artillery. 

13. The Commander of the Forces colls the attention of the General, field, and staff 
officer^ to the foregoing order : it is very desirable that all horses should feed upon the 
forage of the country; and it is certain, that none will, unless they ehould by degrees be 
accustomed to it ; he therefore recommends, that all the horses of the army should he fed 
in the proportions above directed for those of the dragoons and artillery. The Commissary 
Gen. will be ^ileosed to attend to the requisition of any General, field, or^fap^^^^srsi- 
who may require a larger proportion of Knglish forage for any particulm: bpts^' 

his stores will allow. 
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same light I do, you would consent to send to Portugal, on your arrival 
at Gibraltar, one of the regts., in the room of which a regt. shall be sent 
from hence on its arrival. If you should consent to this arrdngoment, I 
would further request you to ask the Admiral to send forthwith to Gibral- 
tar 1,500 tons of shipping to convey tlie regt. to Portugal. 

To Dom Miguel Pereii-a Foquz.* Coimbra, 6th May, 1809. 

I have received the letter which your Excellency has addressed to me, 
conveying to me the commission of Marshal General of the armies of 
Portugal, which the Regency, acting in the name of the Prince Regent, 
have conferred upon me. 

1 beg that you will do me the favor to present to the Regency my best 
acknowledgments for the great honor which they have conferred upon me, 
which I hope I shall merit by the zeal with which I shall endeavor to 
promote the interests and to provide for the security of the kingdom of 
Portugal; and I also request that you. Sir, will accept my thanks for tlie 
handsome e.Tpres8ions in which you have conveyed to me the pleasure of 
the Regency. 

To W. Huskitsoii, Esq., Sec. to the Treasury. Coimbra, 6tli May, 1809. 

I promised to let you know the state of our money concerns upon my 
arrival in this country, and I am concerned to have to give you so bad an 
account of them. 

Instead of ifi400,000, which you and I expected from the accounts that 
I should have found in Portugal, I have found not quite £100,000, and 
this sum was in Spanish coins, which could not have been circulated 'in 
Portugal, excepting at a considerable loss, and without revealing to tire 
dealers in money at Lisbon the fact of our want of money, which would 
have raised the expense of drawing bills excessively. I have therefore 
sent the Sipanish gold to Cadiz to be exchanged for dollars; and I am now 
here with the whole army, about to proceed to the attack of Soult, with 
only £l0,000, and with monstrous demands upon us. 

The estimate of the expenses in Portugal amounts to about £200,000 
per mensem upon a rough estimate. Of this sum, however, a large pro- 
portion, £50,000 per mensem, is paid by the Dep. Paymaster General, and 
ought to he drawn for by him on the Paymaster General. Anotlier large 
proportion, the amount of which I do not know, is paid by the Ambas- 
sador, and ought to he drawn for by him; and the remainder of the 
expenae properly defrayed by the Commiaaary Gen. I have desired tliis 
ofScer to send to the Treasury an accurate estimate of his demands under 
these three heads, that you may not conceive that, after having provided 
for the pay of the army, in the Army estimates, and for the subsidy to 
Portugal, you have besides to provide a sum for the military operations in 
this country, amounting to £2,500,000 per annum. 

* One of the miniaters of Portugal, flirougb whom the communiontions and correspond- 
ence passed to the Goveniment of the Regency of Portugal. Altimugh in suhsequent 
commuaications with Mr. Stuart, there are some remarks not complimentary to Dum M. 
Fotioz, ample justice followed a more intimate acquaintance with his merits, and the Duke 
of WellingtoH afterwards found Dom M. Forjoi! to be the ablest man in the Feniiisnla (ssa 
n Oof. 1813), 
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You may depend upon it that I shall keep the expenses as low as pos- 
sible. I have already made arrangements for sending home a quantity 
of transport and victualling tonnage ; and as soon as I can look a little 
more about me, and if I should have some good fortune, I intend to send 
home the whole. I think, however, from all that I have heard of the 
possibility of procuring money for bills at Lisbon, at Cadiz, and at Gib- 
raltar, to which last places we have sent, that it will be necessary that you 
should occasionally send specie here. I recommend that you should send 
i£l00,000 in silver to Portugal, as soon as possible after you shall receive 
this letter j and I will apprise you from time to time of the necessity 
which may exist for sending more. This advantage will certainly result 
from sending us money occasionally from England ; viz., that of enabling 
us to command and keep down the expense of drawing bills in all the 
money markets, which advantage is no small one. 

To Marshal Beresford. Coimbra, 6lh May, 1809, 1^- p.m. 

I enclose a letter from Douglas ; I have besides received a letter from 
him, stating that he will be this day in the neighbourhood of Mealhada 
with our friends. I have appointed him to be near Fornos, at half past 6 
this evening. I likewise send you some letters from Trant. You have 
omitted to leave me a statement of the rations of your troops, or an ac- 
count of tlie period to which they are victualled. You have also omitted 
to tell me where the interpreters attached to the brigades are to get horses 
and mules. I wish much to see Arentschildt."' 

Your troops made but a bad figure this morning at the review. The 
battalions very weak, not more than 300 men ; the body of men, particu- 
larly of the — regt., very bad; and the officers worse than any thing I 
have seen. 

P.S. Mr. Rawlings has informed me that you have taken away 40 
mules which he had got from the magistrates here. We must keep clear 
of each other in our requisitions, otherwise all will sink. If our Com- 

• An officer of the Artillery K. G. L. in the Portuguese army. 


G. O. Coimbra, 0th May, 1BD9. 

0. The Portuguese trobps attached to the British brigades are to be victualled by (he 
Assist. Commissary of brigades to which tiiey ate attached, and are to receive each man, 
l^lb. of bread, or 1 lb. of biscuit, and ^ lb. of meat per diem. Cavalry the same as the 
British cavalry. 

11. The Commander of the Forces recommends the companies of the 9th battalion of 
the 90th regiment, to the particular care and attention of the General officers commanding 
the brigades of infantry, to wliich they are attached ; they will find them to be most useful, 
active, and brave troops in the field, and that they will add essentially to the strength of 
their brigades. 

Major Davy will oontinue to superintend the economy and discipline of the whole bat- 
talion, and for this purpose will remain with that part of the army which will be most 
convenient to him, with a view to that object. 

The regimental surgeons of the brigades, about to march, will immediately report the 
number of sick they intend to leave behind to stall surgeon Moirdl, charged with the 
duty of superintending them. An assistant surgeon from each regiment will remain with 
the sick, till they are properly given over, and one or more assistant surgeons per brigade, 
according to the numbers, will remain in Coimbra to take care of them. 

Subsistence to the 24th inst. at the rate of lOd. per day, for every man, must also be 
left in the hands of the Brigade assistant surgeon. 
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missary is to supply the Portuguese troops when engaged in an operation 
of this kind, we must have all the supplies the country can afford. 

To Major Gen. Mackenzie. Coimbra, 6th May, 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 3d, 

You will receive with this letter a copy of all the orders issued to the 
army ; and you will consider as applicable to yourself that order which 
allows one interpreter to every oflElcer commanding a hrigado, to wliich 
Portuguese troops are attached, and you will take an interpreter. 

Gen. Beresford and the government at Lisbon have Spanish and Portu- 
guese correspondents on the frontier, and there are officers employed to 
give intelligence to the Commander in Chief, respecting whom the 
Q. M. G. will write to you, and they are all directed to correspond with 
you. 

I have written to Lisbon to request that there may be a daily post be- 
tween Abrantes and this place, during Ihe time that I am to the northward, 
and between this place and the army. In case you should have any thing 
very important to communicate, send off an officer, post, and his expenses 
shall be paid. 

Gen. Beresford informed me that he had settled your relative situation 
with Gen. Miranda, and, as I understood him, had apprised you of the 
arrangement he had made. 

In case of the approach of an enemy, you are to move the troops as you 
may think proper, without reference to him; but reporting to him for 
his information. Before the enemy shall approach, you are to suggest to 
him to make any movement of which you maybe desiinus. If he should 
make any difficulty about moving troops as you may wish, tell him tliat 
you make it in compliance with directions from me. 

To the Rt. Hod. J. Villiers. Coimbra, 6th May, 1809. 

I enclose for your information a letter which I have received from 
Lisbon, relating to our communications. What appears to be the best is 
this; 1st, that there should be a daily post from Coimbra to Lisbon, and, 
vice versS, through Thomar. Sdly, that there should bo a daily post from 
Abrantes to Thomar, and vice vend; by which means we shall be enabled 
to correspond, not only with Lisbon, but with Abrantes, Gen. Mackenzie’s 
head quarters, daily. Pray arrange this matter with the government at 
an early period. My troops move to-morrow. 

To Vise. Casflereagh. Coimbra, 7th May, 1809. 

I think it proper to draw your Lordship’s attention at this early period 
to the state of the cavalry horses in Portugal ; and I enclose a paper, con- 
taining an account of the number deficient at the present moment, and of 
the number unserviceable in each regiment. The deficiencies in the 3d 


Oa Oolmbrn, 7th May, laOQ, 

4. The Commanding oiBcors of regiments will make reports to tho oflio(!rs commanding 
brigades, at the moment they find any ammunition, of any man in the regiment they 
oomimnd, damaged or defiojenli in order that requisition may lie forthwith made to replace 
it, and that the requisitions may not be made out at a moment a corps is to march. 
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dragoon guards are stated to have been occasioned by the want of 40 
horses to complete it, when that corps was sent from England, and by 
the loss of a transport, containing 26 horses, run down by one of H.M.’s 
ships on the passage ; those in the 14th light dragoons, by the ordinary 
casualties of the service, and by glanders caught in the transports in 
which they came from England. Your Lordship will olwerve that the 
14th light dragoons have cast no horses for 14 months, and they have now 
64 horses unserviceable. As it is of the utmost importance to keep up 
the cavalry to its full numbers, and as no horses can be procured in 
Portugal, I take the liberty of recommending that a remount for each 
of the regiments, to the amount stated in the enclosed paper, may be sent 
from England at an early period. 

In case your Lordship should think proper to attend to this recom- 
mendation, I further beg leave to recommend that the horses sent may 
not be those collected at the depots of the regiments respectively, which 
I understand are generally too young for immediate service ; but horses 
either drafted or purchased for the purpose, and of the description and in 
the condition to perform the services which will be immediately required 
of them. 

To Vito. Caitlereagh. Coimbra, 7th Alay, 1800. 

Before I left Lisbon I made arrangements for sending to England all 
the tonnage, containing provisions of every description, and 5000 tons of 
infantry transports, which quantity I intended, and do still intend, further 
to increase by the whole amount of the transports in Portugal, if I can 
either heat or cripple Soult. 

I do not know whether this arrangement has been carried into execu- 
tion, as the Agent of transports is the worst hand I have seen of that 
description, and you are aware that the transports are not solely under my 
directions. I write to inform you, however, what I intended ; and to tell 
you that if you wish that I should arrange this branch of the service on 
the most economical plan for the public, you will send out Lieut. Fleet- 
'wood, whom I had with me last year iu Portugal, to be Agent of trans- 
ports in charge of the whole fleet. Commiasioner George is well ac- 
quainted with him. 


To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Betkeley. Coimbra, 7tb May, 180B. 

I have received your letters of the 4th and 5th, and I am very much 
obliged to you for the plans which you propose to adopt iu aid of Gen. 
Mackenzie’s measures for fortifying the Tagus, and for removing the 
boats from the river in the event of invasion by the enemy. The vic- 
tuallers and other store ships ore not yet arrived at Flgueira; but the 
hussars are arrived there, under convoy of Capt. Mudge, and I have 
written to him to beg that he will land them. 

I am much obliged to you for sending the horse transports for the use 
of the 40th regt. I do not know whether there are any transports for 
them at Cadiz ; hnt as you will probably think it necessary to send convoy 
for them, you might probably sond transports, if it is not certain that 
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there are some at Cadiz. I am certain that Mr. Frere will consent to their 
departure from Seville. 

I am much obliged to you for the orders which you have given to 
Capt. Grainger of the Semiramis. I had already sent out a schooner with 
a letter addressed to any officer going down the coast with a convoy having 
troops on board, to request him to put into tlie Mondego ; and I expect 
the arrival of a brigade of light troops, as well as the 23d light dragoons 
and the hussars. 

Gen. Beresford’s corps moved the day before yesterday. My advanced 
guard marched this morning ; and I hope that in a few days we shall be in 
possession of Oporto. I am afraid that the loss of the bridge of Amarante 
will prevent us from doing more than hurry the enemy out of Portugal. 


To Capt. Mndge, R.N. Coimbra, 7tU May, 1809. 

I have received your letter of yesterday evening, and I am much obliged 
to you for the newspapers you have transmitted. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if yon will be so kind as to land at 
Figueira the troops which have come from England under your convoy, 
with the exception of the men of the 2d batt. 24th regt., whom I should 
wish to have sent to Lisbon, that battalion being stationed upon the Tagus. 

As I have before had cavalry landed in the Mondego, I have reason to 
apprehend that you will experience difficulty in landing those which you 
have brought ; the best mode of effecting our object we found to be to- 
send into the river all the vessels whose draught of water would permit 
their passing the bar, where we experienced no difficulty in disembarking 
them. In respect to those vessels whose draught of water would not per- 
mit them to pass the bar, we disembarked the horses from them with the 
boats of the country, of which large numbers are to be found at Buarcos 
and Figueira, and thus took the horses across the bai‘ in tliese boats, and 
landed them with ease. 


To Maishol Betesford. Coimbra, 7tli May, 1809. 

Our friend came to Aveiro yesterday ; and I saw him last night at a fire 
on the road between Fomos and Martede. 

He says there are two parties now in the army : one, to seize at all 
events ; the other, who wish to seize only in case the person persists in 
declaring himself King. He had two plans to propose : one, that we 
should endeavor to draw Soult into a snare, by persuading some of the 
people in this part of the country to address him to declare himself King, 
and even that I should write to recommend the same measure to him, ns 
one most likely to pacify Portugal and Spain ; the other, tliat wo should 
make our dispositions, and attack forthwith, taking care to out off their 
retreat by a strong corp upon the Douro, and even at Villa Real. 

In respect to the measures proposed for my adoption, I declared that I 
could have nothing to do with them, as the inevitable result would be to 
deprive me of tlie confidence of the Portuguese. In respect to the attack, 
I told OUT friend that I would make it as soon as I could, but that the time 
must depend upon circumstances. He said that if Soult could bo induced 
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to declare liimself King, the whole army of Lahorde and Loison would 
declare against him, and lead the aitny back into France. 

I could not exactly understand hy what road the French were to inarch 
after having made good their retreat to Villa Real : he said, towards 
Benavente in Spain. However, it is not impossible that they might 
endeavor to pass the Douro and to go by Lamego, which place, indeed, 
our friend mentioned at one time, though he did not say where they were 
to go from Lamego. He showed me a paper very ably drawn up, as he 
said, by an ofScer of rank, pointing out their different fines of retreat, 
which states a decided preference for that of Villa Real, but to what point 
from Villa Real is not stated ; and I observe that there are several roads 
which lead through Villa Real, to Braganza, to Chaves, &c. Our friend 
particularly cautioned me against the employment of too small a corps to 
cut them off at Villa Real. Now upon all this the question is, what we 
shall do ? My opinion is, that we are not sufficiently strong in British 
troops to make such an attack upon Oporto as will oblige them to evacuate, 
that town, and to post such a corps at Villa Real as will effectually cut 
them off. We must be content, therefore, with preventing them from 
crossing the Douro ; and this can be done only by your being at Lamego 
as soon as possible, that is to say, by the 10th or 11th at latest. 

I conceive that your corps will be at Vizeu on tlje 8th, and may he at 
Lamego on the 10th : if I make my attack on the outposts on the Vouga 
at Ovar and Oliveira on the 9th, as I intended, it will be known at Ama- 
rante on tire morning of the 10th ; the French are in strength at that point ; 
and on the same day they may seize Lamego, supposing that to be their 
object. I propose, therefore, to delay my attack on the outposts till the 
10th, in hopes to give you time to occupy Lamego and the banks of the 
Douro before the enemy at Amarante shall know of it. 

In respect to your occupation of Villa Real, it would be a most im- 
portant and decisive step if you could venture upon it, supposing the 
enemy not to have anticipated you ; but I acknowledge that I should not 
like to see a British brigade, supported by 6000 or 8000 Portuguese troops, 
in any but a very good post, exposed to be attacked by tlie French army ; 
and I must observe that they would have every facility, and probably time, 
to attack you at Villa Real before I could arrive in a situation to assist you, 
by breaking the bridges at Oporto and Amarante ; and by defending the 
passages of the Douro and the Tamaga by rear guards. I therefore re- 
commend to you not to occupy VUla Real, even if you should find the 
French have not anticipated you, unless you should know that the post is 
of such a description as that you will certainly be able to hold it for 2 
or 3 or more days. In all tliis view of the case, the loss of the bridge of 
Amarante is a great misfortune, and is the greater from tlie manner in 
which it was lost. Our friend says it was carried by the French making 
two false attacks on the right, under cover of which they mined the barri- 
cade on the bridge, which was very strong, and blew it up in the morning 
at daylight j threw a column over it, which surprised the Portuguese asleep ; 
and they were unable to blow it up as they had intended; and the French 
carried everything before them. He says that the French courent sur let 
Portugais comme sHls ilaient des litres. He says that the French have 
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not lost above 200 or 300 men in all their attacks in Portugal, and advised 
me strongly not to put any timst in the Portuguese troops. 

Some of the Colonels of your regiments have just been here to say that 
they cannot march, having no money to pay for the mules and muleteers 
attached to their corps to carry certain baggage. 1 have desired that 
money may be advanced to tliem, on the account of tlie Portuguese go- 
vernment, by our Paymaster Gen., -which must be repaid j but we ought 
to have had an account of all these wants before we took them. 


To Tisc. Caatleieiigb. Coimbra, 7tli May, 1800. 

I met last night , for the first time since I had seen him at Lisbon. 

He told me that the French army was at this time divided into two parties : 
one, which intended to seize Soult at all events, and to carry into execu- 
tion the plan he had before communicated to me ; the other, consisting of 
, and even those connected with Buonaparte, who were deter- 
mined to seize Soult, if he should declare himself King of Portugal, of 
which he has manifested an intention. This latter party would then lead 
the army into France, where it is understood that Buonaparte wishes to 

have it. But thinks that if Soult was once seized, every thing would 

go on as his friends wished. He tlien made two propositions to ino : one, 
■Uiat I should make my arrangements to attack them immediately, taking 
care to cut off their retreat into Spain ; the other, tiuit, if I would not 
make my attack immediately, I should endeavor to prevail upon the inha- 
bitants of some of the towns in Portugal with which 1 was in communica- 
tion, to petition Soult to take upon himself die government of Portugal as 
King j and that I should even go so far as to advise him myself to take 
that step as the most likely to secure the peace of Portugal and Spain, ond 
to lead to the overtimow of Buonaparte. 

In answer to these propositions, I told , as to the first, that I should 

certainly operate upon Soult os soon as I should be ready. In regard to 
the second, I told him that I could not take any measures to induce the 
people of Portugal to act as he proposed, without incurring the risk of 
leading them to believe that I was unworthy of tlmir confidonce. He 
then gave me a good deal of information respecting the strengtli, the 
position, and the plans of the enemy, and of the detestation of Soult gene- 
rally prevailing in the army; all of which was confirmed by M. , 

who came with him ; and I sent him back without his having seen any of 
our troops, or knowing that we had such numbers collected here. 

I firmly believe what he says respecting the prevailing discontent, and 

I think it not improbable that , and others attached to Buonaparte, 

aware of it, and apprehensive of its effects, would turn it so far to account 
of Buonaparte, as to induce the army to seize their General, for being 
guilty of nn ambitious abuse of his authority, and disobedionco of tlw 
orders of the Emperor. And if they are really in a scrape, which I ac- 
knowledge I doubt, they would make use of this act, if possible, to induce 

us to allow them to go away. This is certainly the caso if , 

and others of that party knew of — — ’s communications with us, which I 
cannot find out. 
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To the Rt. Hon. J. Villicrs. Coimbra, 7th May, 1809. 

I enclose a copy of a letter which I wrote this day to Beresford, and a 

letter to Lord Castlereagh, in respect to Capt, which is open for 

your perusal. Forward the latter to England, and return the former. 

I have received your letter of tlie 5th. The measures proposed respect- 
ing the boats are very judicious. I shall he happy to receive any rein- 
forcements sent to me; hut I do not ihinlt I ought to ask for any. I have 
sent to Lisbon two officers of engineers with orders respecting the defence 
of Lisbon, the Tagus, Palmella, and Setuval. Elvas has, I understand, a 
garrison of 10,000 men, which ought to be sufficient ; but I shall inquire 
upon that subject. 

I have written a very fine letter on my appointment as Marshal. 

I send, by this opportunity, a packet of army letters, and my dispatches 
for England, which I request you to forward by the first opportunity. I 
enclose a letter from Gen. Sherbrooke, whidi I beg you to peruse, and 
to act upon it as you may think proper. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Coimbra, 7th May, 1809. 

I have the honor to inform you, that, in conformity with the intention 
which I announced to your Lordship on the 27th April, I have assembled 
the army at this place, with the exception of the 2d batt. 30th regt., em- 
ployed to garrison Lisbon, and the detachment on the Tagus, under the 
command of Major Gen. Mackenzie. 

The whole were assembled hero on the 5th inst., and, on the same day, 
a detachment consisting of one brigade of British infantry, and one 
squadron of British cavalry, and a corps of about 6000 Portuguese troops, 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery, moved towards Vizeu, under Gen. Beres- 
ford, in order to operate upon the enemy’s left ; while I shall move upon 
his right at Oporto, with the main body of the British army, and 2 bat- 
talions of Portuguese infantry. The British advanced guard commenced 
its march this morning. 

The enemy remains nearly in the same positions, as well on the Eastern 
frontier, and in the northern provinces of this Kingdom, as he did when I 
wrote last. No alteration whatever, that I know of, has been made in the 
positions of the French army on the Guadiana ; and the only difference in 
this quarter is, that the Portuguese General, Silveira, has been defeated 
upon the Tamaga, and the French have obtained the possession of the 
bridge of Amarante on the 2d inst. This acquisition is important, inas- 
much as it affords them the facility of retreating through the province of 
Tras os Montes. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Coimbra, 7th May, 1809. 

My dispatch of this date will give you a notion of the state of affairs 
here, I think that I shall soon settle tWs port of the country in some way 
or other; and I shall then turn my attention entirely to Victor. I think 
it probable that Cuesta and I shall be more than a match for the French 
array on the Guadiana, and that we shall force them to retreat The tenor 
of my instructions will then become important ; and, unless they are 
altered, I shall bo obliged to holt at the moment I shall have removed 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THE SERVICES OF 

FIELD MARSHAL THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON, 

IN EUROPE. 


Major General the Hon. Sir Arthur Wellesley, soon after his return 
to England from India, in September 1805, was appointed to the com- 
mand of a brigade in an expedition fitted out in the autumn of that year 
to proceed to Hanover, under the command of Lord Cathcart : but the 
consequences of the battle of Austerlitz induced the government to recall 
tliis force ; and the troops composing it were placed on tlie coast for future 
operations, or for the defence of the countiy against threatened invasion. 

In the mean time, Marquis Cornwallis had died at Ghazypoor, near 
Benares, on tlie 5th Oct. 1805, shortly after his arrival in India ns the 
new Governor General j and, on tlie 30tli Jan. 1806, Major Gen. Sir A. 
Wellesley succeeded his Lordship as Colonel of the 33rd regt., of which 
he had been Lieutenant Colonel above 12 years. 

On the return of the expedition from Hanover, in the beginning 
of 1806, Sir A. Wellesley wae appointed to the command of a brigade 
of infantry, stationed at Hastings, in tlie Sussex district; to the dis- 
cipline, manoauvre, and minute details of which he paid the most 
scrupulous attention.* He had been elected to serve in the new Paidia- 
ment for the borough of Rye ; and in .his place in the House of Com- 
mons, by a simple statement of facts, he repelled Ihe unworthy attacks 
made upon Lord Wellesley’s brilliant administration of tlie extensive 
Empire of India.f 

* There is no situation, and there are no eircumstances, that will not, in some manner 
or other, be stamped with the superior principles of ,the thorough soldier. An intimate 
friend having in familiar terms inquired of Sir A, WelleBle)r, when at Hastings, how he, 
having commanded armies of 40,000 men in the .field; having received the thanks of 
Parliament for his victories; and having been mode Knight of the Bath, could submit to 
be reduced to the command of o brigade of infantry f ‘For this plain reason,' was the 
characteristic answer, ' I am nimmuhoallah, as we say in the East ; that is, I have eat tlie 
King's salt, and, therefore, I conceive it to he my duty to serve with unhesitating zeal and 
cheerfulness, when and wherever the King or his government may think proper to employ 
mo.’ This maxim has the more force from Uiere being officers in the army, who, unfor- 
tunately, having declined subordinate employment from flattering themselves with superior 
pretensions, have related their decision (luring the remainder of their lives; and it is for 
this reason that the Compiler has presumed to draw the attention of those who may hereailter 
ho placed in similar oircumstanoes to tliis groat military principle, as well as to the example 
of the Duke of Wellington. 

t See ‘ Hansard's Debates,’ Mr. Paul's motions for the impeachment of Marquis 
Wmlesley, 1805 and 1806, 

a 2 
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In the month of AprU, 1 80*7, a new administration was formed. The 
Duke of Richmond was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; and Sir 
A. Wellesley, Chief Secretary, and consequently he was sworn of tlie 
King’s Privy council. 

In the month of August, in the same year, wai- was declared against 
Denmark; and on the 8th Sept. A dm. Gambior and Lord Cathcart, com- 
manding a combined expedition, took possession of the city and citadel of 
Copenhagen. Major Gen. Sir A. Wellesley commanded the division of 
reserve; and at Kioge, on the 29th Aug., had an affair with the enemy, 
described in his dispatch to Lord Cathcart, the Commander of tho land 
forces. 

On the Ith Sept., in conjunction with Sir Home Popham, Captain of 
the fleet, and Lieut. Col. Murray,* D. Q. M. G, of the Britisli forces 
under Lord Cathcart, Sir A. Wellesley drew up and signed the articles of 
capitulation of the town and citadel of Copenhagen, in conjunction with 
the Danish officers deputed by Gen. Peymaun, the Commander in Chief of 
His Danish Majesty’s forces in Zealand, 

In Feb. 1808, Major Gen. Sir A. Wellesley being in his place in tlie 
House of Commons, the Speaker, having returned the thanks to other 
General officers, members of the House, for their conduct at Copenhagen, 
tlius particularized Sir A. Wellesley on that occasion : 

‘ But I should indeed be wanting to the full expression of those sentiments 
which animate this House, and the whole country, if I forbore to notice 
that we are on this day crowning with our thanks one gallant officer, long 
since known to the p-atitude of this House, who has long trodden the patlis 
of glory, whose genius and valor have already extended our fame and em- 
pire, whose sword has been the terror of our distant enemies, and will not 
now he ffi'awn in vain to defend the seat of Empire itself, and the throne . 
of his King. I am charged, Sh Arthur Wellesley, to deliver tlie thanks 
of this House to you, and I do accordingly thank you, in the name of 
the Commons of the United Kingdom, for your zeal, intrepidity, and exer- 
tion displayed in the various operations which were necessary for conduct- 
ing the siege, and effecting the surrender of the navy and arsenal of 
Copenhagen.’ 


Major Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley replied as follows : 

‘Mr, Speaker; I consider myself fortunate that I was employed by 
His Majesty on a service which this House has considered of such import- 
ance Bs to have marked with its approbation tlie conduct of those officers 
and troops who have performed it. The honor which this House has con- 
feed upon my honorable friends and myself is justly considered by the 

officers oftlienavyandarmy as thehighestwhich this country can confer: it 

IS the object of the ambition of all who are employed in His Majesty’s service, 
and to obtain it has doubtless been the motive of many of those acta of 
valor and good conduct which have tended so eminently to the glory, and 
have advanced the prosperity and advantage of this country. I L assure 
the House that I am most sensible of the great honor which they have 

* Gen. Sir G. Murray, G.C.B., &c. 
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done me, and I bog leave to take this opportunity of returning you, Sir 
my thanks, for Uie handsome terms, respoeting myself, in which your 
kindness to me has induced you to convey the resolution of the House.’ 

On tlie return of t^he expedition from Zealand, Sir A. Wellesley re- 
sumed his duties as Secretary for Ireland.* 

In the spring of 1808 a force was assembled at Cork, with a view, as it 
was supposed, to some expedition against the Spanish colonies of Soutli 
America j but extraordinary changes took place towards the latter end of 
1807 and tlio beginning of 1808, in the affaii-s of Spain tmd Portugal, by 
French intervention, or rather invasion, and by die consequent national ap- 
peals from the inhabitants of those countries to Great Britain for aid to 
rescue them from the flagrant usurpation of Napoleon Buonapoi'te. The 
corps assembled at Cork was accordingly placed under the command of Sir 
A. Wellesley, and directed to proceed to die aid of the patriotic movement in 
the Peninsula. It sailed for Coruna on the 12th July, and finally landed, on 
the 1st Aug., at Lavos, at die mouth of die river Mondego, in Portugal. 

The battles of Roli^a and Vimeiro, fought on the nth and 21st Aug. 
1808, were followed by an armistice, and subsequently by the Convention 
of Cintra,t according to the stipulations of which the French army, 
commanded by Gen. Junot, was afterwards embarked at Lisbon, in British 
vessels, and landed at La Rochelle, in October. 

An Inquiry was ordered by die King to be made into the Armistice and 
the Convention, and into all the circumstances connected with them ; and 
a board of General oflioers was assembled for that purpose, at the great 
hall ill Chelsea College, in the months of November and December, 1808. 

In the mean time the British army at Lisbon being left disposable for 
other services, the greater part of it was marched into Castille, under the 
command of Lieut. Geii. Sir J. Moore, aud was joined on tho Duero, in 
December, by an additional force, under Sir D. Baird, which had landed 
at Coruna." 

In the month of November, the French armies having been greatly re- 
inforced, and die Spaniards having been successively defeated at Tudela 
and in other battles, the city of Madrid fell again into the hands of the 
enemy. Buonaparte, who had arrived to superintend in person the opera- 
tions in Spain, directed, in die month of December, a combined movement 
of several corps, under the command of Marshal Soult, against the army 
under Sir J. Moore, which consequently retreated into Galicia ; and a 
battle took place on the 16di Jan. 1809, at Coruna, where Sir J. Moore 
was killed in the hour of victory. 

Sir A. Wellesley, on his return fi-om Portugal after the battle of Vi- 
meiro, again resumed the duties of his office os Chief Secretary for Ireland ■, 
and the Court of Inquiry held at the Royal College at Chelsea having 
concluded, in December he proceeded to Dublin. 

See * Hansaid’a Dobatss.' llie ollScial and other dispatclies, alfliongh full of local 
interest with regard to Ireland, are not insetted iu fliis work. 

■f Rrraneousty called the ‘ Conrention of Cintra,’ that doomnent having been framed 
and signed ot Lisbon. This misnomer arose from the copy of the Convention having been 
forwarded by Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymplo to the See. of State in a disimtch, dated Cintra, 
3rd Sept. 1808. Tho error, however, having become fixed and habitual,, fim^nal name 
lias been retained. 



X 


INTHODOCTION. 


Parliament having reassembled in January, 1809, he returned to Lon- 
don to attend the House of Commons ; and on the 2lth Jan., when in his 
place, he received the Thanks of the House for his conduct at the battle 
of "Vimeiro in the following terms : 

‘ Lieut. Gen. Sir Arthur Wellesley; After the events of last year, 
it was impossible that Parliament should reassemble without directing its 
earliest attention to the services of the British army in Portugal ; and 
amidst the contending opinions which have prevailed upon otlier questions, 
the public voice has been loud and general in admiration of your splendid 
achievements. 

‘ It is your praise to have inspired your troops with unshaken confidence 
and unbounded ardor; to have commanded, not the obedience alone, but 
the hearts and affections of your companions in arms ; and having planned 
your operations with the skill and promptitude which have so eminently 
characterised all your former exertions, you have again led the armies of 
your country to battle, with the same deliberate valor and triumphant suc- 
cess which have long since rendered your name illustrious in the remotest 
parts of this Empire. 

‘ Military glory has ever been dear to tliis nation, and great military 
exploits in the field and upon the ocean have their sm'e reward in Royal 
favor and the gratitude of Parliament. It is, therefore, with tlie highest 
satisfaction, that, in this fresh instance, I now proceed to deliver to you 
the Thanks of this House; and I do now accordingly, by the command 
and in the name of the Commons of die United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, thank you for the distinguished valor, ability, and conduct 
displayed by you on the 1 7th and 21st Aug. last in Portugal ; on the latter 
of which days you obtained at Vimeiro, over the army of the enemy, a 
signal victory, honorable and glorious to the British arms.’ 


Sir A. Wellesley rose and made the following answer : 

‘ Mr. Speaker ; I beg leave to express my acknowledgments to the 
House for the high honor which they have conferred upon me, by the 
notice which they have taken, and the approbation they have convoyed, 
Por'mgaT”'^^*^* ‘^™ng the time I commanded His Majesty’s troops in 

‘No man can value more highly than I do the honorable distinction 
which has been conferred upon me, a distinction which it is in the power 
of the representatives of a free people alone to bestow, and which it is the 
pecuhar advantage of the officers and soldiers in the sei-vice of His Ma- 
jesty to have held out to them as the object of tlieir ambition, and to 
receive the reward of their services. 

‘I beg leave to return to you. Sir, ray thanks for the handsome terras in 
which your km&ess, I ought to say your partiality, for me, has induced 
you to convey the approbation of the House.’ 

following resolutions, which were com- 
mumcated to Sir A. Wellesley : . « vum 
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‘ House of LorilS) 23r(l .Tan. 1809. 

‘ Resolved, Nem. dissent.. That the Thanks of this House be given to 
Lieut. Gen. the Rt. Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B., for Uie distinguished 
valor, ability, and conduct displayed by him on the llth and 21st of Aug. 
last in Portugal ; on the latter of which days he obtained at Vimeiro, over 
the army of the enemy, a signal victory, honorable and glorious to the 
British arms. 

‘ Resolved, iVm. disseni.. That il\e Thanks of this House be given to 
Major Gen. Spencer, Major Gen. Hill, Major Gen. Ferguson, Brig. Gen. 
Acland, Brig. Gen. Nightingall, Brig. Gen. Bowes, Brig. Gen. Fane, Brig. 
Gen. Anstrather, and the several officers of the army, for their skill and 
gallant exertions against the enemy in the battles of Roli^a and "Vimeiro, 
by which they reflected so much lustre on His Majesty’s arms. 

‘ Resolved, Nem. dissent. That the House doth highly approve of, and 
acknowledge, the steady and disciplined valor displayed by the non-com- 
missioned officers and private soldiers of the army on the above occasion, 
and that the same be signified by the commanders of the several corps, 
who are desired to thank them for their distinguished and exemplary 
conduct.’ 

To these resolutions, conveyed to him by the Lord Chancellor, Lieut. 
Gen. Sir A, Wellesley wrote the following answer ; 

To the Rt. Hon. the Lord Cliancsllor, &c. London, 28th Jan. 1800. 

* I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 24th 
insl., containing copies of the unanimous resolutions of the House of Lords, 
conveying tlie approbation of their Lordships of my conduct and that of 
the General and other officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers 
comprising the army which I commanded in Portugal, and their Lord- 
ships’ desire that I should communicate their Lordships’ vote to the 
respective General officers and to the officers commanding the corps 
employed in the service in that country. 

‘ I have received the mark of distinction which the House of Lords have 
conferred upon me with sentiments of gratitude and respect proportionate 
to the high sense I entertain of the greatness of the honor which it carries 
with it ; and I shall have great pleasure in communicating to the officers 
and the troops the distinguished reward of their exemplary conduct which 
their Lordshixis have conferred upon them. 

‘ I beg leave, at the same time, to express to your Lordship my thanks 
for the expressions of personal civility with which your Lordship has 
conveyed to me the commands of the House.’ 

Early in the year 1809, after the battle at Coruna, Portugal again 
became the seat of active military operations, Marshal Soult having 
invaded its northern provinces from Galicia, and taken possession of 
Oporto on the 29lh March. Lisbon was thrown into alai-m, and the 
Regency urgently implored the furtlier aid and protection of the British 
nation. Reinforcements were embarked, and Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, 
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having resigned the office of Chief Secretary in Ireland and his seat in 
Parliament, was sent again to command the British army in Portugal. He 
soiled on the 15th April in the Sunieillante frigate, which was nearly lost 
close to St. Katherine’s, at the back of the Isle of Wight, in tlie night 
after quitting Spithead. On his arrival at Lisbon, on the 22nd April, ho 
assumed the command of that army, with which, in the following years, 
he liberated the Peninsula from its French invaders, and ultimately placed 
the British standard at Bordeaux and Toulouse. He returned to England 
on the 23rd June, 1814, a Field Marshal, and took his seat in the House 
of Lords at once as Baron, Viscount, Earl, Marquis, and Duke ! 

After the capitulation of Paris, and the consequent peace in 1814, 
during the adjustment of the state of Europe at the Congress of Vienna, 
Napoleon Buonaparte suddenly re-appeared in France in March, 1815. 
He again rallied under his eagles a complete and organised army of 
Frenchmen, animated by entliusiaam for their Emperor, and excited by 
the recollections of their former victories. He attacked the allied Prus- 
sian and British armies, then in the Low Countries, under Prince Blflcher 
and the Duke of Wellington, at Ligny and at Waterloo. 

The battles of the 16th and 18th of June, 1815, undoubtedly the most 
important military events of modem times, were attended by results and 
advantages sufficient for the glory of many such armies as those of the 
allies thus engaged. The French army, defeated and dispersed at Water- 
loo, never rallied ; Buonaparte fled from the field of battle, and lost his 
Empire for ever ; Paris again capitulated ; and the peace of Europe and 
of the World was settled on the basis on which it rests at this moment. 
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OFFICIAL AND OTHEE DISPATCHES 

OF 

FIELD MARSHAL THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 


DENMAEK AND THE PENINSULA. 


To Iiieut. Col. Malcolm. London, 25tb Feb, 1806, 

I heturned from the Continent only a few days ago, and have not yet 
had leisure to read the Indian papers which have come into iny hands, in 
order to enahle mo to form an opinion of the stale of affairs up to the 
latest period. I think it possible, however, that you will have peace ; 
and that may be permanent, or otherwise, in proportion to our own firm- 

i iieans of the enemy of disturbing our tranquillity. So 
B,' however, have been abandoned or overturned, that we 
peace from a course of accidental circumstances, and not 
r adherence to any settled system of policy, 
get a living for your brother, but you see that a revolution 
led a change) has taken place in the government of this 
ore hot actually in opposition, but we have no power ; and 
ng for your brother, it must be by the influence of private 

: that this government can last very long. You can have 
disgust created by the harshness of their measures, by the 
lich they hawe sought for ofiBce, and by the indecency with 
'e dismissed every man supposed to have been connected 
with Pitt. His friends will, I think, remain connected, and will act 
together as a body, and a most formidable one they will be to any govern- 
ment on account of their numbers. 

I am tolerably well in health, and I shall be quite well if I can continue 
to spend a few weeks at Cheltenham in this summer. The regiment 
which they have given me, and the staff, have made me rich. 

As soon as I shall have read all the Indian papers, whicli I have got, I 
will sit down and write to you a long dispatch upon them. 

There is a report nbodt London, which I cannot bring myself to give 
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credit to, that you had been kicked by a horse, and that your leg had, in 
consequence, been amputated. I was employed for two days ascertaining 
this report, and at last I found that you had been bit by a horse in the 
arm : I only hope not by Sultan. 

To Lieut. Col. Malcolm. Hastings, 31st July, ISOO. 

I have received your letters up to the 14th Jan., for which I return you 
many thanks. The subjects to which they relate are too large to bo dis- 
cussed in a letter which must go to the post this afternoon, in order to bn 
dispatched by the ships which will sail in a few days. I shall therefore 
satisfy myself by telling you that I consider tliat you have acted a part 
entirely consistent with your own character, and in strict conformity with 
my sentiments, in every thing that you have done. The arrangement with 
Scindiah is precisely that which you and I recommended long before, and 
which I urged, and, I believe, was ordered when I was in Bengal in 1804. 

I thought also at that time, and so did you, that the Rajpoots ought to have 
been subjugated to the control of Scindiah’s government, ns the only mode 
of re-establishing it ; the state in which it must exist, if it is to exist at 
all. This object might with care and justice have been effected at that 
time, if the state of Scindiah’s government had permitted it ; and I am 
not sufficiently acquainted with all that has passed between the Rajpoots 
and our government since the period of Monson’s defeat, to bo nWe to 
decide that we ought not to deliver them over to Scindiah, notwith- 
standing the favorable change which has taken place in the state and dis- 
positions of his councils. 

I regret that it has been necessary to allow Holkar to exist, and to be 
at lai’ge. I should be induced to suspect that he will never allow us to he 
at peace ; and without peace we cannot reduce the debt, which must ho 
the great object at present. However, if it was necessary to allow him to 
exist, T see but one amendment which could have been made to the treaty 
with him; that is, to have kept permanently Umber and Chandore in llie 
Deccan, and some place of similar consequence in Hindustan, either in 
our own hands or those of our allies, as a perpetual memorial to the whole 
world that we had defeated him. Tlie powers of India will not now be- 
lieve that our moderation alone has occasioned the treaty which has been 
concluded! and I shall not be surprised if it give ground for a belief, the 
most erroneous, that Holkar’s power and his mode of warfare had been 
more destructive to us than the resources and the efficiency and discipline 
of the armies of the other Marhattas. 

In respect to the necessity of peace with Holkar, no man can be a 
judge of it who has not been in this country, who has not sat in the House 
of Commons, and had means of ascertaining the public opinion at its 
fountain head. I really believe, that in the opinion of die majority of 
people in this country, it would have been better to code the whole of 
Oude to Holkar than to continue the war with liim. 

As for myself, I am here in the command of a few troops stationed in 
ffiis part of the coast, the old landing place of William the Conqueror. 

X ou will have seen that I am in Parliament, and a most difficult and un- 
p easant game I have had to play in tlie present extraordinary state of 
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parties. I have desired Sydenham to send yon a copy of a speech which 
I made upon tlie budget. 

I have seen your brodiers, Pulteney and Charles, both well. The former 
is in the Doueijal, oif Brest ; the other unemployed in London. But Sir 
Thomas, whom I saw likewise, expects to be able to get a ship for Charles 
soon. I have tried a job for a relation of yours, * i= ♦ 
* * but without success ; but I will not lose sight of 

him. God bless you, my dear Malcolm ; don’t stay too long in India. 

P.S. Pray remember me most kindly to Wilks and all friends in Serin- 
gapatam. 

To Lieut. Col. Malcolm. Deal, lOtU Deo. 1806. 

I hear that tlie ships will soon sail from Portsmouth, and I will not 
allow them to go without a few lines, although I have but little to tell 
you. I know no more of public news than what you will sec in tlie news- 
papers, which, indeed, in these days contain every thing. You will reod 
with horror the accounts of the French successes against the King of 
Prussiaj hut will learn with pleasure that, considering the line of policy 
which tliat government had adopted for some years, those successes are 
not likely to do us any material mischief immediately, whatever may be 
the eventual consequence in relation to our ally the Emperor of Russia. 
Of the truth of this opinion I am thoroughly convinced, from a personal 
knowledge of facts, as well as hecause I know it is entertained by some 
for whose judgment I entertain the greatest respect. 

As for India, I know hut little I'espccting it. If I had been employed 
in North America, I might be informed and consulted on the measures to 
be adopted in India; but as it is, tliat is out of the question. Lord 
Minto will sail soon, I believe early in next niontli ; and Gen. Hewitt, 
who is appointed Commander in Chief, will go with him, or shortly after 
him. You will find this to be a sensible and goodnatured gentleman, and 
well disposed to carry on his business in the manner which experience 
has proved to he most suitable to the country. I doubt whether his 
health or his age will permit him to remain long or to he very active in 
the field. 

The last letter which I received from you was dated from Cawn- 
pore, in May, I believe ; but I sent it to Lord W., who has kept it. 
You are already acquainted with my opinion, generally, about your peace 
with Holkar and your treaty with Scindiah. I only wish that you had 
kept any thing from the former which might have been held out as a 
perpetual signal and memorandum to all India that he had been defeated 
by us ; for I am apprehensive that the opinion, to which I know all were 
inclined, that Holkar’s system of warfare was the same with the old Mar- 
hatta system, that it was the best against us, and that Scindiah was ruined 
by his adoption of a more regular system, than which nothing can he 
more erroneous, may occasion another war with a confederacy. I knov^ 
that we have no danger to apprehend from this war if we keep up, not so 
much the strength of- our armies as an equipment, and if our troop are 
commanded by officers who know how to make use of them. But I dread 
the expense and the effect which the renewal of these wars will have in 
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this country ; and I know full well that there are many delicate questions 
to be settled in the Maiiiatta Empire, the wrangement of which, in ponce, 
will require all the impression from former victories, all tlie vigor, all the 
prudence, and all the temper which have brought us througli our former 
difSculties. The fault which I find with the peace with Holkar therefore 
is, that it has strengthened an erroneous opinion which deprives us of the 
greatest advantage of our victories, viz., their impression, and that in this 
manner it will increase the chance of war upon the occasion of the 
arrangement of every question which remains to be settled in the Mar- 
hatta Empire, The want of this impression renders the exorcise of n 
vigorous administration nearly impracticable, excepting in a state of con- 
stant preparation for war, which, after all, is nearly as expensive as wav 
itself j and yet I don’t see how the government in India is to he carried 
on excepting with vigor. 

I see no material objection to the treaty with Scindiah, and I believe 
that I recommended that the treaty of peace should he arranged upon the 
principles of that treaty ; and that a treaty to a similar purport should be 
concluded with Scindiah when the treaty of peace was arranged difiTer- 
ently. 

You will have heard with astonishment of ’s attack upon Lord 

Wellesley, The impudence of this gent, in setting hinisolf up for West- 
minster has afforded an opportunity of unveiling him to tlm public, and 
his character is now well known. Only think of that fellow standing for 
Westminster, and having been not far from carrying his election III Ho 
is not now in Parliament, and I doubt whether he will ever come in ; and 
if he should not he in the Hoxise of Commons, it is not quite clear that 
any body will undertake the cause which he will have left. But whether 
there should bo such a person or not, I have some reason to bcliovo that 
the House will not allow the business to be brought forward again, al- 
though from the state of parties I am afraid that it will not ho got rid of 
in the manner which would he most agreeable and honorable to Lord 
W. and his friends. You, who know him well, will be aware of the im- 
pression which all that has passed upon this subject, and die state of the 
public mind on Indian subjects generally, have made upon him. I shall 
not pretend to describe it to you in a letter; and I cannot venture to enter 
into particulars on many subjects on whidi I should write for your informa- 
tion, considering the danger to which letters are exposed on their passage, 
and the bad consequences which have resulted, and must always result, 
from the publication of intercepted correspondence. 

Your brother is well, and off Brest in the Donegal. Charles has got a 
ship, and is, I believe, still at Plymouth. I have been endeavoring to 

do something for ’s brother, who is to he married to your sister, hut 

hitherto without success. Remember me most kindly to Wilks, liar- 
clay, Symonds, and Piele, and all friends at Seringapatam ; also to Col. 
Close when you write to him. 

To Lieut Col. Malcolm. London, 23rd Fob. 1307. 

r hod intended to write to you by Lord Minto, hut ho left town very 
suddenly while I was hunting at Hatfield, and he had sailed before I heai-d 
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of his departure from London. But I hear that the Indiamen are to sail 
immediately, and I shall not suffer them to go without a letter. 

I shall not pretend to give you an account of the state of public affairs, 
of which you will be enabled to form a better judgment by a perusal of 
the newspapers than by any thing 1 could write to you. The minority 
are certainly very strong in Parliament, and, I think, are getting on a 
little in the country. But they will never he so popular as Pitt was ; and 
I think that there are symptoms in lliis country and in Ireland winch 
require the serious attention of every man who wishes for the continuance 
of the Empire and the prosperity of Great Britain. They are coming to 
their senses greatly about India, and I know tliat Tierney has some good 
principles in relation to that country, and that he would govern it well if 
he had the power. A revolution is also in progress, slowly but very cer- 
tainly, in the public mind, respecting the former system of government 
there, and that according to which affairs ought to be administered there 
in future. The Court of Directors are certainly less hostile than they 
were towards Lord Wellesley ; and, as for me, I have the most certain 
proofs that they are desirous that I should serve them again. All this looks 
well, and I am sanguine in my expectations that all difficulties upon these 
subjects will soon have been overcome. 

You will have been astonished at the career of , , 

your quondam friend and prolagi. He certainly was nearly being the 
representative of Westminster, owing partly to the unpopularity of 
Sheridan j partly to his own impudence ; and partly to the power which 
Horne Tooke and Cobhott have acquired over the public mind. I was the 
first person who discovered that the cliaracteristics of were perseve- 

rance, effrontery, and impudence ; and when you conceive such a character, 
you will not he astonished at all at what be has done, notwithstanding the 
kicks, cuffs, and buffeting which we gave him last year in Parliament, and all 

that he still tlireatens. He is not now in Parliament, and , 

who was one of his supporters last year, has announced his intention of 
moving a resolution on the transactions in Oude. He brings no charge, 
however, and he does not mean to criminate Lord Wellesley ; and he has 
particularly stated that he does not think there is die smallest ground for 
attributing to Lord Wellesley the waste of the public money. We shall 
beat him, whatever may be the nature of his resolution. Another gentle- 
man, , has given notice of a day for moving again for tlie 

printing the Carnatic papers, with a view to the consideration of the trans- 
actions in the revolution in that country. We shall beat him likewise. 
You will readily believe that Lord Wellesley is much annoyed by all 
thisi but his mind is more composed, and he is more reconciled to his 
situation than he was last year. 

Alas ! my dear Malcolm, what has come over the army of Fort St. 
George ? What are we to believe ? Is it possible that the Princes at 
Vellore can have corrupted the detachment at Hyderabad, at the distance 
of 500 miles ? Sui-ely these Princes in confinement, and possessing but 
limited pecuniary means, could never have had the power of creating a 
general interest in their favor throughout the whole of the Native army 
of Fort St. George, dispersed as it is over thousands of miles ! ! ! I am all 
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anxiety upon this subject, and yet I have not received a line from n soul. 
Nobody believes the accounts which are received from India upon tins 
subject, notwithstanding the credit and character of those who have trans- 
mitted them j and the mind of every man is filled with suspicion and 
alarm. Surely those followers who went through the difficulties and 
dangers of the Marhatta campaigns cannot have broken their allegiance ! 
I can never believe it, till I shall see it proved in the clearest mtmner. 

I wish that you were rum in England; but I doubt whether it will bo 
of any use to you to come hereafter. Government have some tlioughts of 

sending an embassy to Persia ; as the ambassador. 1 put 

a spoke in his wheel the other day, I think, in a conversation with , 

and urged him to get Lord Howick to appoint you. God knows whether 

I have succeeded in tlie last object, although I made it clear that 

was an improper man, and tliat you were the only one fit for the station. 
I do not recommend it to you to be in a hurry to come to England. 
Expenses here are very heavy, and fortunes very large. Notwitlistanding 
all the taxes and tlie rise in price of every article in life, there is more 
luxury than ever, more appearance of riches in the country, and more 
persons with large fortunes, and fewer with fortunes of a moderate ex- 
tent, than there were formerly. You could not exist in the way you would 
like under a much larger fortune than you possess ; and take my word 
for it, you will lose nothing by staying away from England a little longer. 
Pray don’t forgot to remember me to all my friends, particularly to Wilks, 
Close, Barclay, Symonds, Piele, Cole, if he should be with you, Buchan, 
&c., &c. Tell that I have endeavored to serve him in his dif- 

ficulties. The Court of Directors are outrageous against him, for no 

reason whatever ; and I am not sure that I have prevailed with to 

prevent them from venting their rage in paragraphs in a general letter. 
God bless you. 


To the Duke of Richmond. London, 2illi .Tiily, 1S07. 

You will have heard of the intended expedition from this country, the 
object of which is to attack the Danish island of Zealand, and to endeavor 
to obtain possession of the Danish fleet. The success, in my opinion, 
depends in a great measure upon the possibility of bringing the Danish 
army over from Holstein. If that should be possible, I think the success 
very problematical, as it may be depended upon that the Danes will be 
joined and assisted by the French, and, if the first can pass unmolested 
by our ships, the last will find no difficulty in passing. 

However, whatever may be the chance of success of the expedition, it 
would not answer for me to allow it to go on without expressing a desire 
to be employed upon it; I accepted my office in Ireland solely on the 
condition that it should not preclude me from such service when an op- 
portunity should offer; and I am convinced that, although you may feel 
some inconvenience from my temporary absence, su 2 )posing that it is 
intended that I should return to you, or from the loss of the assistance 
of an old friend, supposing that it is not, you would bo the last man to 
desire or to wish that I should do any thing with which I should not bo 
satisfied myself; and I acknowledge that I should not be satisfied if 1 



DENMARK. 


7 


allowed any opportunity of service to pass by without offering myself. 
Under these circumstances, I have desired to be employed, and I under- 
stand that, if the expedition should go on, I am to go with it. 

I do not know, and I have not asked, whether I am to return to my 
office when this coup de main shall have been struck, or shall have failed. 
All that I am to tell you is, that nothing will give me greater satisfaction 
than to assist you so long as I can be nsefnl to you j and tliat I have been 
desired by Lord Hawkosbury and Lord Castlereagh to settle with Long 
to take charge of my business in Parliament whilst I shall be absent, 

I shall write to you the particulars of every thing I shall hear or leam 
upon this subject. In the mean time I tell you that I heard a piece of 
news this morning, which looks very like a stop to the expedition, viz., 
that the Danes had already begun to move their troops out of Holstein. 
If that is the case, we shall probably not go. In this state of uncertainty, 
I have not written to Lady Wellesley upon this subject, and it is as Avell 
not to say any thing to her about it, till it shall be positively settled that 
we are to go. 

To Lieut. Geii. Lord Cathcarfi K.T. Kioge, 19th Aug. 1807. 

According to the intention which I announced to your Lordship on 
the evening of the 2'7th, I moved to Roeskild Kroe, and placed Col. Eeden 
at Vallensbrek; and Gen. Linsengen marched yesterday morning to 
Roeskild ; by these different movements his force became the right in- 
stead of the left. 

Having bad reason to believe tliat the enemy still remained at Kioge, I 
determined to attack him this day. I settled with Gen. Linsengen, that 
he should cross the Kioge rivulet at Little Salbye, and turn the enemy’s 
left flank, while I should move along the sea road towards Kioge, and 
attack him in front. 

Both divisions broke up this morning, and marched according^ to flie 
plan concerted. Upon my approach to Kioge, I found the enemy in force 
on tlie north side of the town and rivulet, and they commenced a can- 
nonade upon the patroles of hussars in my front; they had 3 or 4 regular 
battalions formed in one line, with cavalry on both flanks, and apparently 
a large body beyond the town and rivulet. At the time agreed upon with 
Gen. Linsengen, I formed my infantry in one line, with the left to the sea, 
having the 2 squadrons of hussars upon the right. There had been some 
appearance of a movement by the enemy to their left ; and I had not had 
any communication with Gen. Linsengen, and was not certain that he hod 
passed the rivulet : I therefore thought it proper to make the attack in an 
echelon of battalions from the left ; the whole covered by the 1st batt. 
95th regt.,* and by the fire of our artillery. It fell to the lot of the 92nd 
regt. to lead this attack, and they performed their part in the most exem- 
plary manner, and were equally well supported by the 52nd and 43rd. 

The enemy soon retired to au intrenchment which they had formed in 
front of a camp on the north side of Kioge, and they made a disposition 

* Afterwards the Rifle Brigade, but at tbia time, and until tlie end of the war, known as 
the Odth 
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of their cavalry upon the sands to charge the 92nd in flanlc, while they 
should attack this intrenchment. Tliis disposition obliged me to move 
Col. Reden’s hussars from the right to the left flank, and to throw the 
43rd into a second line ; and then the 92nd carried the intrenchment, and 
forced the enemy to retreat into the town in disorder. They were fol- 
lowed immediately in the most gallant stylo by Col, Roden and his 
hussars, and by the 1st batt. 9.’lth regt., and afterwards by the whole of 
the infantry of my corps. Upon crossing the rivulet, we found Gen. 
Linsengen’s corps upon our right flanlc, and the whole joined in the pur- 
suit of the enemy. 

Major Gen. Oxholm, the second in command, who had joined the army 
with 4 battalions last night from the southern island, attempted to stand 
in the village of Hersolge, but he was attacked briskly by the hussars, 
with detachments of which were Capt. Blaquiere and Capt. Cotton of the 
Staff, and by a small detachment of the let of the 95th; and he was com- 
pelled to surrender, with Count Wedel Jarlsburg, several other officers, 
and 400 men. 

The loss of the enemy has been very great, many have fallen, and there 
are nearly 60 officers and 1100 men prisoners. In their flight tliey have 
thrown away their arms and clothing, and many stands of the former 
have fallen into our hands. I believe that we have taken 10 pieces of 
cannon ; but I have not yet received all tlie reports from ilio dctachmonts 
employed in the pursuit of the enemy. I have not seen Gen. Linsengen, 
as he is still out with his hussars ; but I understand that the enemy hud 
destroyed the bridges at Little Salbye, which was the cause of tho delay 
of his operations upon their flank. 

I cannot close this letter without expressing to your Lordship my sense 
of the good conduct of the troops ; all conducted themselves with Uie 
utmost steadiness ; but I cannot avoid mentioning particularly the 92nd 
regt., under the command of Lieut. Col. Napier ; the Ist batt. 95th regt., 
under the command of Lieut. Col. Beckwith; the British aj’tillery, unrler 
ftie command of Capt. Newhouse; the Hanoverian hussars, under Col. 
Reden, and the Hmoverian light artillery, under Capt. Symphor, as a 
corps that had particular opportunities of distinguishing themselves : I 
am also much obliged to Gen. Linsengen and to Brig. Gen. R. Stewart 
or the assistance I received from them in the formation and execution of 
ffie plan by which the enemy have been defeated. The officers of the 
Staff have also rendered me much assistance; and I’ must particularly 
mention Capt. Blaquiere and Capt. Colin Campbell. 

* taken a large store of powder and other military stores 

m this town, which I propose to destroy, if I should not be able to prevail 
upon the Captain of one of His Majesty’s ships to take charge of them. 

To Lord Hwkesbury. R„eskild Kroo, 2Sth Ang. 1807. 

Lord Rosslyn landed at Kioge, and joined tlie array before Copeuliagon 
on the 22nd and 23rd, and on tliat day we found tliat the battery which 
had been constructed on the extremity of our left had not been so effectual 
a protection against the fire of the gun boats os had been expected. In 
lact, in an engagement between our gun craft and battery on our left on 
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one side, and the Crown battery and the enemy’s gun boats on the other, 
on the 23rd, the enemy had the best of it, and our boats were obliged to 
draw off. Lord Cathcart tlierefore determined to move on his centre and 
right j and on the morning of the 24th the whole line, with the exception 
of the extremity of the left, moved forward and established themselves 
without opposition in a line, at the distance of about 1700 yards from the 
town ; and my riflemen in the centre of the guards on the right were 
pushed considerably more forwai-d into the suburbs. On the 25th, Lord 
Rosslyn took up my position on the lines, as I was destined to destroy the 
collection of Danish troops and peasants which had been making in the 
neighbourhood of Roeskild ; and on the 25th, in the afternoon, tliere was 
Bome'appearance of an intention in the enemy to malce a sortie to drive in 
tlie riflemen and light infantry of the guards, which occupied the fau- 
bourgs in front of our line. I went down and assisted Lord Rosslyn, and 
we soon drove in the enemy entirely, and have established ourselves 
witliin 700 yards of the town, on the bank of the reservoirs of water for 
the supply of Copenhagen. The left made a forward movement at the 
same time, with the exception of its flank ; so that on the morning of the 
26th, when I marched, the army was securely established in a position 
within 700 yards of tlie works of the town. Lord Cathcart intended to 
establish mortar batteries at that distance, and then to summon the town. 
Since my departure' I hear that he has given them 24 hours to consider of 
his propositions ; and I learn that our battery upon the left has been more 
successful against the enemy’s craft ; that one vessel has blown up, and 
two have been sunk j and that on the right, where the enemy had brought 
gun craft, between Amag and the island of Zealand, a batteiy which has 
been constructed for the protection of the right flank has been equally 
successful. Unless tlie enemy should consent to our terms, I conclude 
that Lord Cathcart will commence the bombardment to-morrow morning, 
I acknowledge that I should prefer an establishment upon Amag, as a 
more.,Certain mode' of forcing a capitulation than a bombardment. In 
the Danes are fighting only for their credit ; it would be disgraceful 
not to bear a bombardment ; but no city with a population of 70,000 or 
80,000 inhabitants can he expected to hold out when out off from all sup- 
plies of provisions. Besides, I think that it behoves us to do as little 
•mischief to the town as possible, and to adopt any mode of reducing it, 
rather than bombardment. However, I am aware that no man can judge 
of the propriety of any particular plan of operations so well as the person 
who conducts them, and knows every thing ; and tiierefore I conclude 
that there are some strong reasons against the occupation of Amag, of 
which I am not aware : one of these is certainly the necessity of sending 
a detachment to disperse the collection of troops making near Roeskild, 
upon which service I am now employed with my own corps, and a part 
of the cavalry under Gen. Linsengen. I made a good forced march upon 
them yesterday, hut they avoided me, and are gone down to Kioge, and I 
propose to try again to-morrow. But the country is so much against us, 
that I can get no information excepting from our own patrolcs, and this 
deficiency of intelligence may protract the defeat or dispersion of the 
corps. Tlie troops continue very healthy, and behave tolei-ably well ; 
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they have done very well in the little affair vifhich we have had before 
Copenhagen. Pray communicate this letter to Lord Castlereagh. 

To Lord Hawkesbuiy, BriESPiiborg, 3rd Sqit. 1807. 

I marched on the rooming after I wi'otc to you last, and defeated the 
Danish army at Kioge ; I don’t believe they have now a man in Zealand, 
excepting the cavalry and a few infanti-y at Vordinborg, endeavoring to 
escape to the island of Falster, and my cavalry are gone after them. Not 
a man would have made his retreat if had carried into exe- 

cution his part of the plan ; but, as it is, they have been sufliciently beat 
to prevent tlieir assembling again. I cannot tell you how the siege is 
going on ; from what I have heard, however, I believe tliat the mortar 
batteries were prepared only yesterday. » « '* * 

We had possession of the ground for them on the 2.'5th at night, and 
their mortar batteries were not prepared to open till the 2nd Sept, in 
the morning ! Although the success at Kioge must have some effect 
upon the garrison of Copenhagen, I conceive that it will still be necessary 
to occupy Amag, and I have proposed a plan to Lord Cathcart for tliat 
purpose, which I am willing to carry into execution myself now that I 
have nothing more to do in this part of the country, or to aid any other 
officer to carry it into execution, if he should tliink it necessary to employ 
another. 

To Lord Hawkesbury. Head (nmrtera neat Copenhagen, 8tli Sept. 1807. 

Lord Cathcart sent for me the day before yesterday from my detach- 
ment in the country,* and in the course of that night I settled with the 
Danish commissioners the capitulation of the town and citadel of Copen- 
hagen, which, of course, will be sent to England by this opportunity. I 
have only to observe upon tliis instrument that it contains the absolute 
and unconditional cession of the fleet and naval stores, and gives us 
the possession of those military points which are necessary in order to 
enable us to equip and carry away the vessels. This was all that we 
wanted ; and in every thing else I did all in my power to conciliate tbo 
Danes. 

They certainly are much irritated against us, so much so tliat the 

* Lieut. Gen. Lord Cathcart, K.T., to Vieot. Castlereagh. Copniliagen, 8tli Seijt. 1807. 

On the evening of the ."ith Sept, a letter was sent by the Danish General, to 
propose an arinisticB of 24 hours, for preparing an agreement on which arlioles of 
capitulation might he founded. The armistice was declined, as tending to uune- 
cessmy delay, and the works were continued ; hut flie tiring was countermanded, 
and Lieut. Col. Murray was sent to explain that no proposal of capitulation could 
be listened to, unless accompanied by the surrender of the fleet, 
o- ^ A '’y a subsequent letter, on the 6tli, Major Gen. 
Sir A. VVelleslcy, whom I had sent for, for this purpose, from his cominaiul in the 
cowitry, jarhere he had distinguished liimself iu a manner so honorable to hiinsclf 
and so advantageous to the public, was appointed, with vSirH. Popbam and Lieut. 

Murray, to prepare and_ sign articles of capitulation; and those ofllcers 
having insisted on proceeding immediately to business, the capitulation was drawn 
up m the night between the Ctli and 7tli.l 


t See Marten’s Treaties, &o. 
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Danish officers who settled the capitulation apprehended a riot among the 
sailors and the Burgher militia on account of the cession of the fleet; and 
the officers of the navy, in particular, were likely to be much irritated. On 
this account, and because we command it completely from the citadel and 
dockyard, I did not ask for the Crown battery ; and indeed I must add that 
we have no claim to this work, not having, I believe, fired one shot into it 
from the moment we approached the place. 

I might have carried our terms higher ; and in contemplation of a 
notion hinted in a letter from Lord Csmtlereagh to Lord Cathcart, of keep- 
ing possession of Zealand, 1 might have gone so far as to demand the 
cession of the town entirely. But I have to observe that we are not aware 
what was the inducement to agree to any capitulation ; I suspect it was 
want of powder, and, if it was so, lliey must have agreed to any terms ; 
hut if tlieir only inducement was, as they said, the damage which they had 
received, and the greater damage they might receive, from the bombard- 
ment, terras which went to place us in their town, or to disgrace their 
burghers or their marine, particularly their" officers, might have been 
rejected. Then I was to consider the state of the siege, their means of 
defence, and your call from England for the troops ; none of which afforded 
inducements to press heavier terms upon them. 

As to Lord Castlereagh’s hint to Lord Cathcart, more as a point for 
deliberation than any thing else, it is quite out of the question. In the 
first year it would he nccessoiy to have in Copenhagen a garrison of 
10,000 men, and twice that number in the country. Those numbers 
might bo dimmishod afterwards in proportion as we should conciliate the 
Danes to us and our government, and as we should bring the native popu- 
lation forward in our defence. But it could not be much diminished, and 
the naval blockade would he to he kept up necessarily until the Crown 
Prince and the powers of Europe should have consented to our possessing 
the island. 

I have gone thus far into the consideration of the terms of the capitula- 
tion, which I must odd are highly satisfactory to tlie army, not in order to 
justify them, for I am convinced that you and your friends will approve 
of them, hut in order to show you that I took the whole subject into con- 
sideration ; and I have only now to add that the Admiral and Lord Cath- 
cart authorised us to take tlie fleet on the terms on which we first offered 
to hold it. 

I am going tliis morning to join my corps in the country in order to 
draw it in gradually. I shall ask Lord Cathcart’s leave to go to England 
immediately, and I hope to see you soon after you will receive this letter. 

To Col. Malcolm. Dublin Castle, 15Ui Oct. 1807. 

I received your letters, written in March, a few days ago upon ray 
return from Zealand; and I took care to communicate to Mr. Dundas 
your sentiments on the state of the army and on the causes which have 
led to the unpleasant temper which appears to exist in it. I agree with 
you entirely in some of your opinions on the causes which have produced 
this temper, particularly among the officers ; and I also agree in your 
opinions on the remedies which ought to be adopted. Fh’mness of temper 
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and uniformity and good sense in condxict by the government would soon 
bring all about ; and I have no doubt whatever that if it should please the 
government here to send me to India again, I should Irnve it in my power 
to re-establish the temper and spirit of the army in the manner in whieh 
it existed in our better times. I acknowledge, however, that I Imvc not 
much fear for tlie safety of India, even if things should remain some time 
longer as they are. No country was ever lost by the mutiny, much loss 
by the discontent, of its troops ; and I am not quite certain that in order to 
produce radical good, it is not requisite to show the necessity of a com- 
plete change in respect to Indian manners and opinions, and to let mutters 
continue for some time longer in the unpleasant state in which they are. 
But I have no inclination to refuse my services in that country, if they 
should be called for at present, or to do any thing here to serve those 
for whom I must ever retain the strongest sentiments of gratitude and 
alfection. 

I don’t think it probable that I shall be colled upon to go to India. 
The fact is that men in po^er in England think very little of that coun- 
try, and those who do think of it feel very little inclination that I should 
go there. Besides that, I have got pretty high upon the tree sinco I caiiio 
home, and those in power think that I cannot well he spared from objects 
nearer home. At the same time the Indians in London are crying out 
for my return. 

I sball not pretend to give you any news. You will sec the accounts of 
our Zealand expedition, which has had great effect in London, and has 
added to the popularity and strength of the ministry. The Danes did net 
defend themselves very well, and I think we might have taken the capital 
with greater ease than we forced them to the capitulation which I settled 
with them, I am now come here in consequence of tlie disturbed state of 
this country, and I shall stay here until the meeting of Parliament. I 
strongly recommend you not to return home as long as your health will 
permit you to remain in India, and os you can retain office. Take my 
word for it, you are not yet sufficiently rich ; you will have to return 
there, and you may possibly find it difficult to get employment in the 
line to which you are so well suited, and to which you liave always been 
accustomed. 

Remember me most kindly to Wilks, Close, Barclay, and all friends. 

To Lieut. Col. Malcolm. London, 23tli Peb. 1808, 

I beg leave to congratulate you on your marriage, and to assure you that 
I rejoice most sincerely in an event which is so likely to contribute to 
your happiness. I beg that you will present my best respects to Mrs. 
Malcolm, to whom I hope you will introduce me at the first convenient 
moment. 

My time has been so much occupied by my official and other duties, that 
I have really not had a moment which I could devote to my friends in 
India. I assure you, however, that I have not forgotten tliem or thoir 
kindness to me, the continued mark of which is the most pleasing cir- 
cumstance of'my life. I am employed in this country much in the same 
way that I was in India ; that is to say, in everything : but there are cir- 
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cumslances in this country which render all employment unpleasant, and 
make it difficult to perform those services to tlie public in which every 
good man must be desirous to have a share. 

Lord Wellesley has got the better of the impressions that the base 
attacks upon him had made upon his mind. He has lately made a most 
distinguished speech in tlie House of Lords, and I have no doubt will 
come forward frequently in the same way. I hope that we shall be able 
to bring the House of Commons to a vote on the Oude case, in the course 
of next week; not that I think tliat it signifies essentially whether we do 
or not, as time has had its usual effect upon the sense or folly of the 
public, and has convinced them that the man they have been in the habit 
of abusing was the best Governor for India. It is desirable, however, 
to come to a vote on this question, as several of Lord Wellesley’s Indian 
friends are anxious about it, as well os others who have more respect than 

I have for what passes in Parliament. is arrived, and 

appeared inclined to bring himself before the House of Commons ; a plan 
from which I advised him to desist, and rathei- to pocket all his grievances 
and affronts than to expose himself to an attack for years, to defend him- 
self from which would occupy his whole time, and expose him to frequent 
mortifications, I shall recommend the same line of conduct to my friend 
, who, I find from a letter received from him, is likewise dis- 
posed to bring himself before the House of Commons. 

I tliink the state of India is uncomfortable. I don’t like the con- 
tinued want of confidence betweeir the officers aitd soldiers of the army of 

Fort St. George ; still less so do I like the proceedings of in 

Persia, I am convinced they would have been of no avail if the govern- 
ment hiul sent you to Persia, as I recommended long ago. However, it 
cannot now he helped. The state of affairs in Persia creates great 
anxiety here, but it is of that nature that you have occasionally witnessed 
in timid and undecided men, who fear something they know not what, 
and are more afraid of die remedy than they are of the danger to which 
they are exposed. Pray remember me most kindly to Wilks, Close, 
Barclay, Symonds, Freere and Mrs. Preere, and Purneah, and all friends 
at Scringapatam. 


To llie Et. Hon. H. Dundas. Dublin Castle, 20th April, 1808. 

I have perused with great attention the paper which you enclosed witli 
your letter of the 15th. My opinion is, that you ought to make an effort 
to meet the enemy, if possible, upon the Indus ; although that opinion is 
much qualified by a variety of considerations which I shall now suggest 
to you. 

Ist. The art of crossing rivers is now so well understood, and has been 
so frequently practised, and so invariably, I believe, with success, in the 
late wars in Europe, that we cannot hope to defend the Indus, as a barrier. 
It is true that the enemy will not be in possession of the resources and 
means which they could apply to such an opeiution on a river in Italy or in 
Germany ; hut they will experience no wmit of suc^gjgtteiSM^a thafesoun- 
try will aferd; and I have made as gooda 
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(which are described in Ceesar, and are in use all over India, the materials 
for which are to bo found every where) as I could have made of the best 
pontoons. T acknowledge, therefore, that although, in tliis irapendiug 
war, I should seize Attock at an early period, I should endeavor to make 
the Indus the seat of its operations ; I have no groat reliance upon tliat 
river as the barrier to India. 

2ndly. If it be true that we cannot rely upon the defence of the Indus, 
although it is desirable to try it, and to carry the war into the countries 
on its banks, the q^uestion is, what preparatory steps ought to be ordered 
from hence ? We must look to the state of the finances, to Uie fears and 
jealousies which will be excited throughout India by a very large early 
preparation, to a corresponding preparation by those in whom those fears 
and jealousies will be excited, to the state of inefficiency and apathy in 
which an army becomes in that country when long assembled in prepara- 
tion and does not act. 

The measures which I should recommend would be founded, 1st, upon 
the conviction that the Indus cannot be completely defended, do what you 
will ; and, 2ndly, upon the considerations above referred to, of the incon- 
venience and evils resulting from a large early preparation to meet the 
enemy on that river. 

I shall not now enter into a detailed consideration of all the points to 
which I have above referred. I shall only tell you that experience has 
convinced me, and, I believe, the late Lord Lake, that active operations 
are not to be carried on in tlmse countries without the assistance of large 
bodies of the country light troops. In this supposed war they would be 
absolutely necessary, to enable us to cope at all with the same description 
of troops which will be brought from the northera parts of Asia by our 
enemies ; and I leave you to judge of the extent of abuse and expense 
which will attend the employment of troops of this description before the 
period of their active operations will arrive. 

The meastu'e which I should recommend to you would be to assemble 
your British army in the cantonments upon the Ganges and the Jumna, 
and in the neighbourhood of Delhi j to form your magazines for its support; 
to adopt all the preparatory measures for its taking the field at the shortest 
notice which do not create large expense, and even those which do create 
a large expense, the completion of which would require much time; to 
form arrangements with the chiefs and leaders of the country light troops 
for their junction with the British army, when their services should be 
called for. 

^ Then I should assemble in the field in front of Delhi a large corps con- 
sisting of from 6000 to 10,000 men, including a good proportion of the 
British cavalry and a body of from 2000 to 3000 of country light troops, 
and provided with a small battering train, the object of which should bo to 
cover the cantonments of the army, and to be in readiness to move with 

rapidity and seize , as soon as intelligence should be received of the 

intended advance of the enemy. The main body of your army would follow 
and support this corps, and either the defence of the Indus might be under- 
taken, or any other measure might be adopted which would appear most 
advisable at the time. 
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If the hattlo is to be fought upon the Indus, it will he absolutely neces- 
sary to station reserves upon the Bundelcund frontier, on the Jumna, and 
one in the country of the Seiks. But 1 do not now propose to enter so 
much into detail upon this subject as to point out the situation of tliese 
re.serves. The station for tlie Bombay ti-oops in Guzerat ought to depend 
upon the temper and inclinations of Seindiah and Ilolkar. If all is i-ight 
in these quarters, the Bombay troops might be assembled at Ahmedabad, 
from whence they would threaten tlie enemy’s right flank j if not, I am 
afraid it would be necessary to move them towards Dohud. It is certain, 
however, that the enemy cannot spread in the direction of Guzerat ; and 
indeed the Bombay troops would not find it an easy matter to move 
northward, excepting in the winter, from Ahmedabad, on account of the 
dilficulty of tlie Desert, and of the Ajmeer and Oudepoor countries. 

Before I left India I gave in a plan for the positions of the subsidiaiy 
forces serving with the Peshwah and tlie Nizam, which, however, I am 
afraid that they have never been able to carry into execution. It went to 
the establishment of these corps upon the river Godavery, in communica- 
tion with each other. If this plan had been adopted, no foreigners could 
enter the Deccan. Even as it is, not a shot has been fired in the Deccan 
since the year 1S03. But if this great attack should be made upon Hin- 
dustan, the subsidiary forces must be moved up to the northern frontier, 
towards the Taptee. If Seindiah should misbehave, one of them should 
move across the Taptee and Nerbudda, and co-operate with the Bombay 
troops against him ; and this corps ought to be replaced in the Peshwali’s 
territories by the advance of a corps of the same strength from Mysore. 
Tlien you ought to have on the frontier of Mysore a reserve in the field. 

In respect to the flotilla, the expense of it will be enormous, and the 
utility very doubtful. The enemy cannot spread to the Lower Indus ; if 
they could, they would then fall in with the pirates, who would stop them, 
or they must subdue the pirates. If we send a flotilla to the Lower Indus, 
we must begin by subduing the pirates, and, when we shall have effected 
that object, as we cannot afford a sufficient army to protect ourselves there, 
we shall have deprived ourselves of our best barrier in that quarter, for 
the enemy would not be able to do more than drive the pirates from their 
establishments on the continent, considering the naval means which the 
latter have. 

My opinion therefore is, that, instead of forming a large flotilla, wc 
should encourage the pirates in tlie mouths of the Indus and in the gulf 
to defend themselves ; and that we should aid them to that end as fai' ns 
may be in our power. However, 1 may be mistaken upon this point, for 
I do not exactly recollect all that bears upon it, and I am writing to you 
witliout either paper or a map to refer to. 

P.S. I sail to-night, and hope to be in London on Monday. 

To the Duke of Richmond. London, 4lh Jane, 1808. 

i9( t(i « « >f« # 

The government has lately been talking to me about taking the com- 
mand of the corps which is to be assembled at Cork, wbich is destined for 
Spain, but nothing is yet settled about it. I am convinced that I need 
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make no apology to you for taking it, for if you were in my eitimtion you 
would do the same ; nor need I say much to produce a conviction upon 
yomr mind, that if tliis service should separate me from you, it will bo a 
source of the greatest regret to me. Till this is certain it is useless to say 
more upon the subject ; hut I cannot inform you even of the chance that 
it may happen without expressing to you how sensible I am of all your 


H. n. H. die Commandec in Chief to Lieut. Gen.'* die Hun. Sir A. Wellesley, IC.B. 

Horse Guards, 14th June, ISdS. 

His Majesty having been graciously pleased to appoint you to die command of 
a detachment of his army, to he employed upon a particular service, I have to ' 
desire that you will be pleased to take the earliest opportunity to assume tlic com- 
mand of this force, and carry into effect such instructions as you may receive from 
His Majesty's ministers. 

The force which His Majesty has been pleased to place mider your command 
consists of the following corps : 

Hoyal artillery 


Royal Stair corps, detacliment 
a9m foot 

'*32nd , , 1st bad. 

*50tli .. 
i'82nd . . 


With Major Gen. Spencer. 


To proceed from Cork. 


•fldi . . 

«flth .. 

*3atli .. 

•40th .. 

ootii . . Sdi 

•7l8t .. lat 
*9Ut .. 

9Sdi, 4 companies 

4th Royal vet. halt. 

And the Staff f appointed to tliis force is composed as follows : 

Major Gens. Spencer, Hill, Fei'gueon. 

Brig. Gens. Nightuigall, Fane, Catliii Craufurd. 

On all subjects relating to your command you will be pleased to correspond 
with me, and you will regularly communicate to me all military transaotions ia 
which you may he engaged, reporting to me all vacancies that may occur in the 
troops imder your command j and as the power of appointing to commissions is 
not vested in you, you will be pleased to recommend to me sucli ofScers ns mnv 
appear to you most deserving of promotion, stating the special reasons, where sneh 
recommendations are not in the usual ohoimcl of seniority. 

As the regiments marked thus (*), under your command, have 2nd battalions 
attached to them, and which remain in this country, it is necessary that I should 
acquaint you ^at the first battalions under your orders hoiiig composed exclusively 
of the senior ofiScers of their respective ranks, such vacancies ns may occm- tliereiu, 
by promotion or casualty, must unavoidably be suiiplied by ollioors from tlio 2nd 
battalions, ivho will be ordered immediately to join, on such vacancies being made 
known to me. 

Should you have occasion to recommend any gentleman for an ensigney, you 
will be pleased to make known his address, in order that, if His Majesty should be 
pleased to confirm tlie recommendation, he may be directed to join the corps im- 
mediately on his appointment. * 

Yon will transmit, monthly, returns of the troops under your command to the 
bee. at War,_ and to the Adj. General, for my information ; and you will strictly 
adhere to His Majesty’s regulations, in regard to the pay, clothing, and appoint- 
ments of the troops ; and your special attention must necessarily ho directed to 
then discipline, and to the interior economy of tlie different corps, wliioh is so 

essential, 

1808^** promoted to the rank of Lieut. General on flie 2fltU April, 

f The names of the othcrmililary and civil Staff oBicers are too numerous for insertion. 
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kindness and confidence in me, and how happy I should have heen to have 
continued to assist you in the performance of the arduous duties which you 
have undertaken. The ministers are not yet quite agreed about sendiiig 
me, and I think that they are rather inclined to keep me. 

Don’t mention this subject, as I don’t write it to Lady W. till it shall 
■ be positively determined. 

P.S. I enclose Mr. Rennie’s report on the Hovvth harbour. 


essential, not only to the comfort of the soldier, hut to the preservation of his 
health under every change of climate to which he may be exposed. 

Under the head of pay, 1 have to direct your attention to the instructions of the 
Paymasters General to their deputy, respecting the usual stoppages being de- 
ducted from the pay of the several Staff officers, and to which you are requested 
to give the most punctual attention. 

You will be vested with the usual powers of convening General Courts Martial, 
upon which subject I have to observe that, as great inconvenience has arisen to 
the service from officers commanding on foreign stations having permitted pri- 
soners to return to England prior to the proceedings and opinion of the Court 
Martial having been submitted to the King, 1 have to request that, in all cases 
wliere any person whatever may be tried by a General Court Martial, and where 
your powers are not sufficient to enable you to decide finally upon the proceedings, 
opinion, and sentence of the Court, you do not permit the prisoner to return to 
England until His Majesty’s commands shall have been duly communicated to you 
through tile proper channel for that purpose, 

1 have likewise to acquaint you, that as many General officers, from the best 
motives, have taken upon themselves to commute sentences of capital punislnnent 
to transportation for a term of years, or for life, when it is found that no such 
power is delegated by His Majesty, and, consequently, that the whole of the pro- 
ceedings may be thereby rendered nugatory, it will be necessary tliat your parti- 
cular attention sboidd bo given to the powers granted to you by His Majesty's 
warrant ou this subject, in order to prevent you from inadvertently falling into a 
similar irregularity. 

It is particularly desirable that the officer, and the head of the Q. M. Gen.’s 
staff, should be directed to keep a journal, or other memorandum, descriptive of 
the movements of the troops, and occurrences in which thejr are engaged ; as also, 
that he siiould take and collect plans of the harbours, positions, or fortified places, 
in which the troops may be, for the purpose of being transmitted to me and 
lodged in the military depdt. 

In all points where any question or doubt may arise, and in which you may be 
desirous of receiving further and more specific instructions, you will always find 
me ready to pay the earliest attention to your representations. 

Viset. Castlereagb '* to Lieut. Gen, the Hun, Sir A. Wellesley, IC.B. 

Downing Street, 21st June, 180S. 

Our accounts from Cadiz are bad ; no disposition there or in the neigliboutbood 
of Gibraltar to move; Gen. Spencer returning to Gibraltar; tlie proceedings, 
however, in the northern provinces were not tlien known. It is material to know 
the effect produced by iliat effort which may be hourly expected. 

Tlie cabinet are desirous of postponing, till they hear again, their final decision 
on your instructions, being nnwilling you should get too far to the southward, 
whilst the spirit of exertion appears to reside more to the nortliward. 

Hitherto, no time, in fact, has been lost, as your equipment cannot be assembled 
at Cork for some days. The arms and cavalry transports are not yet got to 
Portsmouth, and it is better to bring the whole together than to trust to junctions 
on the coast of Spain. 

You will have the goodness to order the transports to be kept fully victualled 
whilst in port, tliat you may carry with you a full supply. 

* Secretary of State for the Department of War and Colonies until Nov. 1809, when he 
was succeeded by the Earl of Liverpool. 
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To Major Gen. Hill.* Dublin CusIIk, 23nl Juncj IROR. 

I rejoice extremely at die prospect 1 have before me of serving again 
with you, and 1 hope that we shall have more to do than wo had on the 
last occasion on wliioh wo were together. 

I propose to leave town for Cork as soon as I shall receive my instruc- 
tions from London. I understand that every tiling has sailed from Eng- 
land which is to go with us ; and the horses belonging to the Irish Com- 
missariat will be at Cork, I hope, before the transports shall have arrived 
in which they are to be embarked. Let me hear from yon if yon learn 
any thing respecting them. Tlie dragoons are to come direct from Eng- 
land to the rendezvous, and will not detain us at Cork. 

I enclose a list of the names of the officers appointed to be D. A. A. G. 
and D. A. Q. M. G. Major Arbuthnot t will probably be in Dublin this 
day, and I shall send him to Cork immediately, and you will put him in 
charge of the A. G.’s department. You will put the senior of the list of 
A. B. Q. M. G. in charge of tliat department, and give him the enclosed 
return of camp equipage and stores embarked in the Grinjield trans- 
port. I had understood that I was to have had stores of this description 
for 8000 men ; and I shall be obliged to you if you will desire the head 
of the Q. M. G.’s department to inquire whether there arc in the transport 
any more camp equipage stores besides those contained in tlio enclosed 
return. 

I beg you to arrange for the embarkation of the D. A, A. G,, and tlie 
D. A. Q. M. G. ; probably they and the Commissaries had best go in Uie 
horse ships. 

I understand there is a vessel at Cork to carry 36 horses for the 
officers, besides those intended for the Commissariat horses ; and I shall be 
obliged to you if you will desire that spare room may be kept for my 
horses, and those of my aides de camp, which will arrive at Cork in a 
day or two. 

There remains nothing now but to brigade the troops, which may ho a 
convenience for the present, and give us the assistance of the General 
officers in the different arrangements which may bo necessary on board 
the transports. But what we shall do now can only bo temporary, as the 
whole corps must necessarily be new modelled when we join Gen. Spencer. 
The Veteran battalion must be put out of the question, as that corps must 
go into the garrison of Gibraltar. 

The corps might be brigaded as follows : the 95th and tlie 5th batt. of 
the 60th; the 5th, 9th, and 38th; the 40th, 71st, and 91st. You will 
alter this arrangement, if the corps belonging to your brigade are not put 
together, and you will put such (if all the corps of your brigade are not 
embarked for this service) corps as you please with the 9tln Lot Gen. 
Fane then command the light brigade ; Gen. Craufurd the Highlanders ; 
and Gen. Ferguson, who belongs to Spencer’s corps, that brigado which 
has been, and will hereafter be yours. The Veteran battalion to report to 
Gen. Fane, until it shall be otherwise disposed of. 

Pray let me hear from you, and acquaint me with all your wants, and 

* The lute Gen. Ijonl Hill, fl.C.B. 
t Ucut. Gcu. Sir T. Arlmtliniil, K.C.H. 
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whether I can do any thing for you here. Y ou will readily believe that I 
have plenty to do, in closing a government in such a manner as that I may 
give it up, and taking the command of a corps for service ; but I shall 
not fail to attend to whatever you may write to me. 

To Major Gen. Hill. Dublin Castle, 29th June, 1808. 

I desired Torrens to write to you yesterday, to tell you it was probable 
that we should be detained till the cavalry should come round from Ports- 
mouth 5 and I have now to request that you will make arrangements with 


Viset. Castleieagh to laeut. Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, IC.B. 

Downing Street, SOih June, 1808. 

The occupation of Spain and Portugal by the troops of France, and the entire 
usurpation of their respective governments by that power, hos determined His 
Majesty to direct a corps of his troops, as stated in the margin, to be prepared for 
service, to be employed, under your orders, in counteracting die designs of the 
enemy, and in affording to the Spanish and Portuguese nations every possible aid 
in throwing off the yoke of France. 

You will receive, enclosed, the communications which have been made by the 
deputies of the principality of Asturias, and the kingdom of Galicia, to His Ma- 
jesty’s government, togetlier with the reply which His Majesty has directed to be 
made to their demand of assistance. 

I also enclose a statement of the supplies which have been already dispatched 
to the port of Gijon, for the use of the people of Asturias. 

As the deputies from the above provinces do not desire the employment of any 
corps of His Majesty’s troops in the quarter of Spain from whence they are imme- 
diately delegated ; but have rather pressed, as calculated to operate a powerftil 
diversion in their favor, the importance of directing the efforts of tlie British 
troops to the expulsion of the enemy from Portugal, that the insurrection against 
the French may thereby become general throughout that kingdom us well os 
Spain, it is therefore deemed expedient that your attention should be immediately 
directed to that object. 

The dilHouity of rotuming to the northward with a fleet of transports, at this 
season of the year, renders it expedient that you should, in tlie first instanee, pro- 
ceed with the armament under your orders off Cape Finisterre. You will, your- 
self, precede them in a fast sailiiig frigate to Corufia, where you will have the best 
means of learning the actual state of things, both in Spain and Portugal; andof 
judging how far tlie corps under your immediate orders, either separately or rein- 
fovoedhy Major Gen. Spencer’s corps, can be considered as of siifflcient strength 
to undertake an operation against the Tagus. 

If you should be of opinion, from the iuformation you may receive, that the 
enterprise in question cannot be undertaken without waiting for reinforcements 
from home, you will communicate, confidentially, to the provisional government 
of Galicia, that it is material to the interests of the common cause that your arma- 
ment should be enabled to take an anchorage to tlie northward of the Tagus, till 
it can bo supported by a further force from borne ; and you will _mako arrange- 
ments with ^em, for having permission to proceed with it to Vigo, where it is 
conceived it can remain wim not less security than in the harbour of Ferrol, and 
from which it can proceed to the southward with more facility than from the latter 
port. 

In case you should go into Vigo, you will send orders to Major Gen. Spencer 
to join you at that place, should he have arrived off the Ta^s, in consequence of 
the enclosed orders ; and you will also transmit home suoli information as may 
enable His Majesty’s ministers to take measures for supporting your corps from 
lienee. 

With a view to the contingency of your force being deemed unequal to the 
operation, an additional corps of 10,000 men has been ordered to be prepared for 

service, 
c 2 
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the agent of transports, that the soldiers embarked may have fresh provi- 
sions and vegetables every day ; and that the stock of provisions in the 
transports may be kept np to the original quantity which each is capable 
of containing. I also think it very desirable that the soldiers shimlil 
have permission to go ashore as they may wish, under such regulations ns 
you may think proper; and that the regiments should bo sent ashore and 
exercised in their turns. 

I request you to arrange these matters with the agents of the transports, 
which can easily be done by a good management of the ships’ bouts, t 
shall let you know as soon as I hear any thing certain of the cavalry. 


service, and which, it is hoped, may he ready to proceed in ahoiit 3 weeks from 
the present time. 1 enclose such information as we are in possession of with 
respect to the enemy’s force in Portugal ; a considevahlo proportion of which is 
said to have been lately moved to Almeida, on the north-eastern frontier. _Yon 
will, no doubt, he enabled to obtain more recent information at CoruGn, in aid of 
which Lieut. Col. Brown has been ordered to proceed to Oporto, and to meet you, 
with such intelligence as he can procure, off Cape Finisterre. 

An officer of engineers, acquainted with the defences of the Tagus, has also 
been .sent off tlie lagiis to make observations, and to prep.irc information for your 
consideration with respect to the execution of the proposed attack on the Tagus. 
'I'he result of his inquiries he will he directed to transmit also to the rendezvous 
off Cape Finisterre, remaining liimself off the 'rngns till your arrival. 

You are authorised to give the most distinct assurances to the Bpanish and 
Portuguese people, that His Mmesty, in sending a force to their assistance, baa no 
other object in view than to afford them the most unqnalilied and disinterested 
support; and in any arrangements tliat you may be called upon to innke with 
either nation, in the prosecution of the common cause, you will act with the 
utmost liberality aud confidence, and upon the principle that his Majesty’s oiulcn- 
vors are to be directed to aid the people of Spain and Portugal in restoring and 
maintaining against France the independence and integrity of their respective 
inonatchies. 

In the rapid succession in which events must be expected to follow c.-icli other, 
situated as Spain and Portugal now are, much must he left to your judgment and 
decision on the spot. 

His Majesty is graciously pleased to confide to you tlie.fulleBt discretion to act 
according to circumstances for the -benefit of his service ; and you may rely on 
your measures being favorably interpreted, and receiving tlie most cordial support. 

You will facilitate, as much as possible, communications between the respcctivo 
provinces and colonies of Spain, and reconcile, by your good offices, any diflbr- 
ences that may arise between them in the execution of tlie common purpose. 

Should any serious division of sentiment occur, with respect to the nature of 
the provisional government which is to act during the present in/errcfiitm, or with 
respect to the Prince in whose name the legal authority is considered as vested by 
the captivity or abdication of certain branches of the Royal family, you will avoid, 
as far as jpossible, taking any part in such discussions, without the express au- 
thority of your government. 

^ You wm, however, impress upon the minds of persons in authority, that, con- 
sistently with the effectual assertion of their independence, they cannot possibly 
acknowledge the King or Prince of Asturias as, at present, possessing any au- 
thority whatever, or consider any act done by them as valid until they return 
within the country, and become absolutely free agents. That they never can bo 
considered fi-ee so long as they shall be prevailed oil to acquiesce in the continu- 
ance of French troops either m Spain or Portugal. 

^0 entire and absolute evacuation of the Peninsula, by the troops of Franco, 
what has lately passed, the only security for Spanish indopcndcncc, 
and the only basis upon which the Spanish natiun should be prevailed upon to 
treat ur to lay down their arms. 
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To Brig. Gen. the Hon. C. Stewart.* Dublin Castle, 25th June, 1808. 

I enclose some papers whidi I have received respecting the state of the 
transports at Cork. The troops are certainly too much crowded ; and I 
recommend that those which can he quartered within one day’s march of 
Cork may be landed, unless it be certain that we shall go immediately. 
The troops would be on board before I should get to Cork, if they should 
be landed and marched only one day’s march into tlie country ; and they 
would certainly benefit by this arrangement. 

To Major Gen. Hill. Dublin Castle, 28th .Tune, 1808. 

I received your letter of the 27th this morning, and I am glad to find 
that you can make arrangements for landing the corps so frequently. It 
will tend much to the health of the men, and will make them feel less 
unpleasantly the heat and confinement of the transports. 

* Gen. die Marquis of Londomlcrty, G.C.6., brother to the late Marquis of London* 
derry, K.G., then Lord Castlereagh. 


Viset. Castlereagh to Lieut. Gen. tlie Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. 

Downing Street, 30lh June, 1808. 

Since my instructions to you. No. 1, were closed, advices liave been received 
froin Sir C. Cotton, off the Tagus. Tlie intelligence therein conveyed docs not 
require that I should vary any part of those instructions, except in so far as to 
direct that, instead of going yourself to Corufia, you should send a confidontifd 
officer to that port, to execute that part of your instructions, and to meet you off 
Cape Finisterve, or to follow you to tlie Tagus. You will, of course, feel it of the 
most pressing importance that your armament should proceed off the Tagus, not 
separating yourself from it, with the least possible delay. The artillery prepara- 
tion, which was ordered to be in readiness for 1st J uly, with a view to another 
service, has been embarked with 6 additional 10 inch mortars, and will sail from 
the river to-morrow. It will be directed to proceed immediately off the Tagus. 
2 additional hattalions, at present cantoned in tlie neiglibourhood of Cork, tlie 
36tk and dSth, consisting of about 1200 men, have been ordered to embark, and 
join your force ; for the reception of which, and to prevent tlie troops already 
embarked from being too much crowded, 3000 tons of transports sailed this day 
from the Downs, with a fair wind; as did also the 20th light dragoons ffom 
Portsmouth. 

I consider, therefore, that every part of your equipment has been forwarded 
from hoiioe ; and, 1 trust, you will find the whole ready to proceed upon your 
arrival at Cork. But if the 2 last regiments should not have been actually em- 
barked, you will not delay your departure, hut will order them to follow you off 
the Tagus. 30,000 stand of arms, and an equal number of pikes, have been sent, 
which you will make such use of as the public service may appear to yon to require. 
A supply of money has also been sent, fur the use of your troops. Any demands 
for military stores, which you may receive ftom the provinces which have de- 
clared against France, you will send home, and it w'ill he the earnest wish of His 
Majest/s government to comply with them as far as circumstances will permit. 

with respect to the money, 200,0007. has been ordei'ed to he sent to Ferrol, 
for the immediate use of tlie Spanish patiiots, till furtlier arrangements can be 
made. It would much facilitate their huoncial operations, if they could give cir- 
culation in Spain to a paper currency, secured upon their South American 
fmauces ; this, together with a moderate duty upon imposts, would furnish them 
with immediate resources, and, in proportion as a ourrenoy of the nature alluded 
to could be thrown into circulation, it would have the effect of attaching tha 
soldiers to the national cause. 

1 mention this subject that, in any commimication you may have with the per- 
sons in authority, you may press it on their attention. 
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There is camp equipage complete, including havresacks and ciuiteens 
for 4000 men, on hoard the Grin/ield, which sailed from Portsmouth on tho 
21st June ; and for the same number on hoard the Tuscan, which sailed 
from Portsmouth on the 23rd. As soon os these vessels shall arrive, you 
will direct the regiments to make returns for the number of canteens and 
havresacks that they may require, which are to he issued upon these 
returns from the Q. M. G.’s stores. But they are to bo kept in their 
packages in the regimental store of each regiment, and are not to be issued 
to the soldiers until further orders shall bts given. 


To Major Gen. Hill. Dublin Castle, Sril July, 1808. 

I have received my instructions, and I understand that the cavaliy, 
and some ships to receive the 36th and 45th regts., sailed from the Downs 
and Portsmouth on the 30th, I shall be at Cork on Wednesday ; and I 
hope that we shall sail immediately afterwards. 

The horses of the Commissariat will be at Cork on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday ; and I shall be obliged to you if you will arrange with Gen. 
Floyd respecting dieir early embarkation. I should have taken liorses of 
the artillery if I could have got them j hut, alas 1 I could not, and have, 
therefore, taken those which will probably only do our work till we shall 
get others. 

I have written to Malcolm a long letter, respecting the oiTangements of 
tlie transports into divisions, a code of signals for the army, and return of 
transports and flat bottomed boats ; so that we may make all our arrange- 
ments for landing whilst we shall be on the passage. He will probably 
speak to you on these subjects, and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
give him all the assistance and information in your power. Toll 
Arbuthnot that I shall be obliged to him to have my horses embarked in 
the transport allotted for the staff horses. He had better send up to Cork 
to one of the ofiScers of Gen. Floyd’s staff to desire that the horses may be 
forwarded to Cove. 

To Brig. Gm. Lee. Cork, 7th July, 1808. 

According to the desire which you expressed in the conversation which 
I had with you at Lord Harrington’s on Wednesday, 1 proceed to give 
you my opinion on the nature and circumstances of the command which 
you are about to exercise in the county of Limerick. In the first place, I 
must point out to you that the situation of a General officer commanding 
in a district in Ireland is very much of the nature of a Dep. Governor of a 
county or a province : he becomes necessarily charged with the preserva- 
tion of die peace of the district placed under his command; and tlie 
government must confide in his reports and opinions for tho adoption of 
many measures relating solely to the civil administration of the country 
From these circumstances it is obvious that it is die duty of every General 
officer to make himself acquainted with the local circumstances of his 
district, and with the characters of die different individuals residing within 
It, in order that he may decide for himself according to the best of his 
judgment and information, and that ho may not he misled by others 
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This duty will bo still more obvious by a consideration of ccrteiii civ- 
cumstaucea which exist in nearly all parts of Ireland. It frequently 
happens that disturbances exist only in a very siniill degree, and probably 
only partially, and that the civil power is fully adequate to get the better 
of diem : at the same time, the desire to let a building to government for 
a barrack j the desire to have troops in the county, either on account of 
the inoi’easod consumption which they occasion of the necessaries of life, 
or because the increased security which they would give to that particu- 
lar part of the country would occasion a general rise in the value and the 
rent of land, which probably at that moment might he out of lease ; or, 
in some instances, tlie desire to have the Yeomanry called out on per- 
manent duty ; occasions a representation that the disturbances aj-e mucli 
more serious than the facts would warrant. Upon these occasions, letter 
after letter is written to the Commanding ofScer and to government j the 
same fact is repeated through many different channels ; and the result 
of an inquiry generally is, that the outrage complained of is by no means 
of the serious nature or of the extent which has been stated. 

The obvious remedy for this evil, and that which is generally resorted 
to, is to call for informations on oath of the transactions which are com- 
plained of ; hut this remedy is not certain ; for it frequently happens that 
the informations on oath are equally false with the original representa- 
tions. The General officer, then, has no remedy excepting; by his 
acquaintance and communication with the magistrates and gentlemen of 
the county, to acquire a knowledge of characters, and to become acquainted 
with all the circumstances which occur. 

It frequently happens that the people who do commit outrages and dis- 
turbances have some reason to complain ; but, in my opinion, that is not 
a subject for the consideration of the General officer. He must aid in the 
preservation of the peace of the county, and in the support of the lew ; 
and he who breaks the law must be considered in the wrong, whatever 
may have been the nature of the provocation which he has received. 

It is possible tliat grievances may exist in the county of Limerick ; 
provisions may he too dear, or too high a rent may he demanded for 
land ; and there may he no poor laws j and the magistrates may not do 
their duty as they ought by the poor; but these circumstances afford no 
reason why the General officer should not give the military aid which he 
may have at his command to preserve the peace, to repress disturbance, 
and to bring those to justice who may have been guilty of a violation of 
the law. 

In respect to the gentlemen of tlie county in which you are posted, I 
recommend to you to attend particularly to the Lord Chief Baron 
O’Grady. You will find him well informed of the transactions in the 
county of Limerick, and well acquainted with characters, and disposed to 
assist your judgment. I also recommend to your attention Mr. Dixon, 
tlie late high sheriff of the county; and Col. Yereker, the member for 
the city of Limerick, There may be, and certainly ore, other gentlemen 
in the county of Limerick on whose information you con depend ; but I 
have requested Mr. Trail, to whom I send this letter, to apprise you con- 
fidentially of the names of those whom you ought to consult. 
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To Vigot, Casflereagli. Cork, Tlth Jnly, 1808. 

I arrived here last night, and I find that the 20th light dragoons and 
the 3000 tons of shipping for the infantry arc not arrived. The Irish Coni- 
luissariat horses, for the draught of tiie artillery, arc not yet all arrived, 
and -will not be on board until Saturday. I propose to wait till that day 
for the dragoons and the additional tonnage, and, if they should not have 
arrived, I shall sail with what is ready, and lot the rest follow. 

By some accident, which, from not having soon tho agent of transports, 
I cannot yet account for, we have four transports, as stated undonieath, 
which have not been returned to me in any statement from the Transport 
Boai'd or from your brother. These vessels have enabled Gen. Floyd to 
embark the 95th, and to make some provision for the embarkation of the 
36th. But it appears to me that the whole are too much crowded, and if 
the additional tonnage does not arrive to-morrow, I shall settle to leave 
behind the Veteran battalion, or the 36th, to follow with the additional 
tonnage and the 20th dragoons, to give more space to all the troops in the 
transports. If the additional tonnage should arrive, and I should find that 
I do not want these four ships, I shall leave them behind. 

Upon a review of your instructions, and a consideration of the state of 
affairs in Spain, according to the last accounts, I rather think that, as soon 
as I have got every thing away from Cork, I shall best serve the cause by 
going myself to Coruna, and joining the fleet off Cape Finisterre or tl>c 
• Tagus. I propose accordingly to go on board one of the craft, and I 
expect to be at the rendezvous before the troops. 

To Viset. Costlereagh. Cork, 8th July, 1808. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, the ships having on board the 20tl) light 
dragoons, excepting the Rebecca, Albion, and Jackall, the Minerva laden 
with hay, the Britannia and Harford with arms, and tlie Britannia with 
intrenching tools, have arrived. The empty transports have not, however, 
yet appeared ; and I propose in the morning to land part of tlie Veteran 
battalion, to make room for the whole of the 36th, and I shall then sail 
with the first fair wind. All the horses of the Commissariat will be on 
board early to-morrow. 

Upon consulting with Malcolm, I find that no inconvenience can result 
from my going to Coruna, and that he should make Cape Finisterre in his 
passage to the Tagus at all events. As I must derive the greatest advan- 
tage from going there, I shall therefore embark in one of the smaller 
vessels, and join the fleet again when it comes off the Cape. 

To Liout. Gen. Koyd, commanding at Cork. Cork, 8tli July, 1808, 

I have the honor to acquaint you that camp equipage for 8000 men only 
has been provided for the army about to sail under my command, and I 
have it not in my power to make the necessary issue to the 36th and 45th 
regts. I therefore request tliat you will be pleased to give tlie necessary 
o^ers that camp equipage for 1500 men may be issued from tho stores of 
tois place, and delivered over to the Dep. Assistant at the head of the 
Q M. G.’s depai'tment at Cove. 

I likewise beg leave to acquaint you Uiat the camp kettles provided for 
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the use of my force are of the Flauders pattern, the size of which would 
cause considerable inconvenience in the service in which it is probable I 
shall be engaged : and having been given to understand that small tin 
kettles are in store here, I request you will be pleased to cause an issue to 
be made of them for the use of the troops under my command. The 
D. A. Q. M. G. at Cove will give to the Assist. Commissary Gen. at Cork 
the necessary receipt for the same, as well as for the camp equipage for 
the 36th and 45th rcgts. 


Visct. Castlereagli to Lieut. Gen. tlie Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. 

Dooming Street ISfli July, 1808. 

Since my dispatches to you of the 30th ult., marked ‘ Secret,’ Nos. 1 and 2, the 
enclosed intelligence has been received from Major Gen. Spencer with respect to 
the state of the enemy’s force in Portugal. 

The number of French troops immediately in the vicinity of Lisbon (so far as 
this information can be relied on) appearing much more considerable than it was 
before reported to be by Sir C. Cotton, His Majesty has been pleased to direct a 
corps of 5000 men, consisting of the regiments mentioned in the margin,'^ to be 
embarked, and to proceed, without loss of time, to join you oiF the Tagus. 

His Majesty has been further pleased to direct, that the troops under Lieut. 
Gen. Sir John Moore, which are arrived from the Baltic, as soon as they shall be 
refreshed, and their transports can be re-victualled, shoidd also proceed without 
delay, off the Tagus. 

The motives which have induced the sending so large a force to that quarter are, 

1st, to provide cft'ectually for an attack upon the Tngus; and, 2udly, to have 
such an additional force disposable, beyond what may be indispeiisahly requisite 
for that operation, as may admit of a detachment being made to the southward, 
either with a view to secure Cadiz, if it should bo threatened by the French force 
under Gen. Dupont, or to co-operate with the Spanish troops in reducing that 
corps, if circumstances should favor such an operation, or any other that may be 
concerted. 

His Majesty is pleased to direct that the attack upon the Tagus should be con* 
sidered as the first object to be attended to. As the whole force (of which a 
statement is enclosed), when assembled, will amount to not less than 30,000 men, 
it is conceived that both services may he amply provided for ; the precise distri- 
bution as between Portugal and Andalusia, both as to time and proportion of force, 
must depend on circumstances, to be judged of on the spot; and should it be 
deemed advisable to fiiLAl the assurance which Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple ap- 

S ears to have given to the Supreme Junta of Seville, under the authority of my 
Ispatcli of the 6tli hist., that it was His Majesty's intention to employ a coi-ps of 
his troops, to the amount of 10,000 men, to co-operatc with the Spaniards in that 
quarter, a corps of this magnitude may, I should hope, be detaclietl without pre- 
judice to the main operation against the Tngus, and may he reinforced, accurding 
to circumstances, after the Tagus has been secured ; but if, previous to the arrival 

of 


Rausoath. 


Under Brig. Gen. Anstrutlier ! 
9th foot, 2nd batt. 




875 

43rd , , 

• • 



861 

52nd . . 


, 


858 

07th 

. 

. 

. 

769 

Under Brig. Gen. Acland : 
2nd or Queen's foot 

Harwioh. 



813 

20lh . 


, 

. 

689 

OStli, 2 oompames 

. 

• 

• 

ISO 


484.5 

2 companies of artillery . . . 200 
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CORK. 


To Hie Diiko of Riolmioiid. Covu, 9(li .Tiily, 1808. 

m * * <* n f * 

I have got all the troops on hoard, and we shall sail as soon as the wind 
shall be fair. It is now blowing strong from the S. W., and I am afraid 
will last. . If you should have occasion to write to me, direct to Cork. As 
I find from Malcolm that he must make Capo Finisterro on lus way to the 
Tagus, I propose to go in the Crocodile to Coruna, in the first instance, as 
soon as I shall get every thing out of this harbour, and sliall join Iho con- 
voy again off Cape Finisterre. I shall dorivo much information and ad- 
vantage from this step. 


of the whole force under orders from England, Cadis should be seriously threat- 
ened, it must rest with the senior ofiiccr oil' die Tagus, at his discretion, to detauh, 
upon receiving a requisition to that effect, such on amount of force as may phicu 
this important place out of the reach of immediate danger, even though it should, 
fur the time, suspend operations against the Tagus. As llie force which may ho 
called for on the side of Cadiz can only require a field equipment, the ordnance 
preparation which has been sent with a view to the reduction of the Tagus will 
remain at that station. 

tVith the excepdoii of the ordnance preparadon sent for the attack of the forts 
on that river, it has not been deemed necessary to cucumber the array with any 
larger detail of artillery than what belongs to a field equipment, with a proportion 
of horses. 

Exclusive of the period for which the trausjiorts are provided, a duo proportion 
of victuallers will accompanv the armament, which, with iho supplies whiolv way 
be expected to be derived from the disposition and resources of the counti'V, it is 
conceived, will remove all difficulty on this hood, so long as the uriny Blmll con- 
tinue to act near the coast. 

The great delay and expense that would attend embarking and seiidiug fVoin 
hence all those means which would be reqiiisito to render the army completely 
moveable immediately on its landing, has determined His Majesty’s guvcnimunt 
to trust, ill a great measure, to the resources of the coimlry for their supplies. 

There is every reason to believe, from the ardor of the inhabitants, both of Spain 
and Portugal, tliat so sooii as a British array can establish itself on any part of tho 
coast, not only numbers will he anxious to be armed ami arrayed in support of tho 
common cause, but that every species of supply which the country prodiicos for 
suhsisting Olid equipping an army will he procurable ; it tlicrefore heemnes tho 
first object of consideration (if a direct and inunediate attack noon tho dcfenecs of 
the Tagus cannot in prudence he attempted), on what part of tho coast between 
Peniche, on the north, and St. Ubes, on the south of that river, a position can he 
taken by the Brifish army, in which its intercourse with the interior may be se- 
curely opened, and from whence it may afterwards move against tiio uiioiny, 
endeavoring, if possible, not only to expel him from Lisbon, but to cut off his 
retreat towards Spiuii. 

A proportion of cavalry,' as far as the means of transport exist, will accompany 
the troops, which can he hereafter increased, according as circumstances shaU 
point out. 


Visot. Casfleteagh to Lieut. Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. 

Downing Street, ISth July, 1808. 

I am to acquaint you that His Majesty has been pleased to intrust thocomnmml 
rfliis troops serving on the coasts of Spain and Portugal to Lieut. Ooji, Sir H 
Dalrymple, wiHi Lieut. Gen, Sir H. Burrnrd, second in coinmaml. 

ilie Lieut. General has been furnished with copies of your inatructhms up to 
the present date exclusive. These instructions yon will he pleased to carry Into 
expedilioi. that circumstimcoB will permit, without awkitiiig 
the arrival of tlie Lieut. General, rejioYting lo him yowv jiroceediiigw, An<l, 
r senior officer, you will, in that caw, cmnmnniciito 

cciitioii ^ “nfi afford him every assislaiice in carrying them into ex- 
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To Lieut. Clieeaemon, R.N., Agent of Transports. Cork, 10th July, 1808. 

In consequence of no hospital ship having yet arrived for tlie use of the 
army under my command, I have to request that you will forthwith ap- 
propriate an empty transport, for the reception of such medical staff and 
sick as tlie Dep. Inspector of Hospitals may send on hoard the same. 


Return of the effective force embarked, and under the command of the Rt. Hon. Lieut. 
Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, IC.B. Cork, 13tlr July, 1808. 


Regiments. 

Field officers. j 

Captains. | 

1 

1 

Ui 

Staff. 

1 

S’ 

ea 

CO 

Seijeanfs. 

C 

a> 

i 

p 

Rank and file. 

1 

Royal engineers 


2 

4 

a • 


1 


11 


Royal artillery 

2 

4 

5 

2 

1 

8 

5 

315 


Royal artillery drivers 

a. 

a a 

1 

a a 

1 

1 

1 

40 


20ffi light dragoons 

2 

2 

6 

3 


19 

3 

346 

215 

5th foot . . . 

3 

10 

27 

6 


S3 

21 

087 

* • 

fith ... . • 

3 

9 

22 

5 

a « 

51 

21 

950 

a a 

36tli 

2 

0 

28 

4 

a a 

49 

22 

589 

a • 

tiSfh • • a • a 

3 

10 

28 

6 

a a 

54 

22 

956 

• a 

‘10 till a a « a « 

3 

9 

29 

6 


54 

19 

920 

• ■ 

Ir^Oi a • • s f 

3 

8 

17 

6 


38 

22 

500 

t a 

(loth . . 5th bait. 

2 

7 

18 

6 

a • 

51 

22 

930 

» • 

7 Ist ■ « a s « 

2 

8 

23 

5 

a a 

60 

21 

875 

a I 

01st 

3 

8 

24 

6 

• a 

61 

20 

907 

» • 

I)5lli . , 2nd ball , . 

1 

4 

13 

n 


20 

8 

300 

* 1 

fill H. Vet. butt. . 

1 

0 

14 

H 

B 

47 

20 

714 

« » 

Total 


9C 

259 

59 

2 

550 

227 

0605 

215 


Rowland Hill, Major Geueial. 


Viset Casflereagh to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Downing Street, 15th July, 1806. 

Permit me to offer you my congratulations on the flattering commands I have 
been charged to convey to you from Ilia Majesty, and to lequeiit you will, at die 
same time, accept my personal thanks for the zeal and ability with which you 
have discharged your public duties during die late important period. 

I trust the force which has been provided will enable you to give a new and 
decisive turn to affairs both in Portugal and Spain. 

Permit me to mcommend to your particular confidence Lieut. Gen. Sir A. 
Wellesley. His high reputation in the service as an officer would in itself dispose 
yon, I am persuade, to select him fur any service that required great prudence 
and temper, combined with much military experience. 

The degree, however, to which he has been for a length of time past in the 
closest habits of communication with His Majesty's ministers, with respect to die 
aifoirs of Spain, havhig been destined to command any operation that circum- 
stances might render necessary for counteracting the views of Prance agonist die 
Spanish dominions in Soudi America, wilt, I am sure, point him out to you as an 
oiticer of whom it is desirable for you, on all accounts, to make die most pro- 
minent use which the rules of the service will pennit. 


6.0. lOlh July. 1808. 

HegtthUmg the mmher of comntiseioned and non^ommisdoned offiews to he sent on 
board ihe hospital ship m charge ofsseh men. [Not in the General Orders from whence 
this copy was made, although mentioned in the Index of them.] 
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CORK. 


To Viact. Caatlereagh. Cove, lOtli July, 1S08. 

The wind is still contrary, hut we hope it will change so as to sail this 
evening. We are unmoored, and shall not wait one moment after the 
wind may he fair, 

I see that people in England complain of the delay which has taken 
place in the sailing of the expedition ; hut, in fact, none Inw taken place ; 
and even if all had been on hoard we could not have sailed before tills day. 
With all the expedition which we coidd use, wo could not gel the horses 
of the artillery to Cork till yesterday, and they were immediately em- 
harked ; and it was only yesterday that the 20lh dragoons arrived, and 
the ships to contain the 3Gth regt. and a detachment of the 45th, which 
arrived yesterday evening and embarked. Your instructions to me loft 
London on the Friday evening, and I was at Coi'k on the following Wed- 
nesday, which is as much expedition as if the instructions had come by the 
post. 

I leave here, atthe disposal of government, 1668 tons of shipping. The 
resident agent will report the names of the ships to the Transport board. 

To Viset. Caatlereagh, H.M,S. C^'ocorfiVc,* off CoruCn, 21st July, 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you, that having adverted to tliu tenor of 

* Tlie Crocodile was commanded by the Hon. G. Cadognii, now -Earl Ciulognn. 


H. R. H. the Commander in Chief 

to liieut. Gen. Sit H. Daliymple. Horse Guards, 2lBt July, 1808. 

His Majesty having been graciously pleased to appoint you to tlje command of 
a large division ofliis army, to bo employed on a particular service, I liavo to 
notify to you the several corps, General and Staft officers, wbich compose this 
army, and to desire that you will use your best endeavors to carry into effect such 
instructions as you may rcoonvo from flis Mnje.sty’s ministers. 

In transmitting to you a list of your force, 1 have felt it my duty, with the view 
of giving you every infonnntion and assistance in my power, to annex to it an 
outline of the manner in which it appears to me that it would be most advisnhlc 
to brigade the army : hut, although I have given this plan every possible consi- 
deration, yet I mean yon should fully nnderatanil it is iutended solely for your 
guidance, in the event of the circumstances of your sitimtion rendering it prac- 
ticable and easy ; and by no means to curb you in any other arrangements you 
may think it advisable to adopt, under the pressure of local or other difficulty. 

The 4th Royal Veteran battalion is not included in tills dislocation, os that 
corps is at present intended for the garrison of Gibraltar ; but it may, possibly, he 
in your power to take a more serviceable corps from thence in lieu of it, hearing 
in mind that this battalion is not to he permanently stationed at Gibraltar, hut to 
be sent eventually to Madeira. 

\Tht remainder of this letter is the same as that adilressed to Lieut. Qen. Sir A. Wellesley 
at p . 16, heginning with tlu words ' On all subjects,’ and is there/oit ho/ repeated.l 

Viset. Castlereagh 

to Lieut. Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. Doivning Street, 21st July, 1808. 

In the event of your deeming it may be advantageous that the troops now pro- 
ceeding from England should be disemWked nt any point on the coast of Portugal 
north of the Tagus, I am to suggest to you the propriety of your requesting Sir C. 
Cotton to station one of his cruisers to the northward of the BcrlingH,t with such 
infonnation as yon may deem material to coinniunioate to the senior officer in 
command of the troops ; and I shall intiniale to the officers in charge of tlio 
troops proceeding from hence, that tliey should he prepared, at that point, to 
receive an intimation from you of the actual state of things in the Tagus, 
t Rocks on (lie coast of Portugal, opixisltc Peniche. 



PORTUGAL. 


29 


your Lordship’s' instructions of the 30th ultimo (Nos. 1 and 2), I deemed 
it expedient to quit the fleet containing the troops under my comraaiid, 


Horse Guoitls, 20th July, ISOS. 

List of the several Coi'ps, General and Staf affieers, composing a large division of His 
Merest)/ s army, to he employed upon a particular service. 


His Majesty has been pleased to direct that the undermentioned corps should 
be formed into one army, viz. ; 

Sin .John Moonn's Coitr.s. 


3rd light dragoons. King's German Legion 



582 

British artillery 




374 

German ditto . . 




320 

4th Foot, 1st batt. 




971 

’►28th 




020 

92nd . . 




9.51 

» 79th 




965 

* 92nd .. 




934 

fiSth, 3 companies 




300 

Royal Staff corps 




SO 

1st Light batt., K.G.L. . 




607 

2nd Light batt., K.G.L. . 




903 

1st Line batt • • 




725 

2nd . . 




761 

5th • • . . 




753 

7th 




676 

Garrison company . 




48 

Mijon Gbn. Spencbr's Cosps. 


Royal aitillery . 


• 


245 

Royal Staff corps . 




45 

*' (ifh foot, let batt. • 




946 

29tli 




806 

* 32iid 




874 

* 90tl. 




948 

* 83iid • 


• 


929 

Sin A. 

WlSI.Lnsl.liY'B COBFS< 



20lh light dragoons . 




391 

Royal artillery . . 




226 

* Bth foot, 1st batt. 




660 

9thi • • « ■ • • 




833 

# 36th 




501 

•38th 




957 

• doth 




926 

• 4.1* 




670 

60th , . 6th batt . • 




936 

• 71st . . Ist . . . 




903 

* fllst 




917 

SStli, 4 companies 




400 

4th Royal 'Veteran batt. . 




537 


11,253 


4,793 


9,280 


Ponca NOW SuBASKiNa. 


British artillery, one company 
German . , • • 

2nd font or Queen’s • 

1 Number not Icnosrn. 

• • f 

731 

9tb, 2ml bntt. 





633 

20th 





530 

43rd, 2nd batt. 





721 

52nd • . 





654 

96th, 2 companies 





200 

97th 





694 

18th light dragoons 





640 
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as aoon as it was clear of the coast of Ireland, on the 13th inst. ; and I 
arrived here in this ship yesterday. 

I have had several conferences with the Junta of Galicia since my 
arrival, the general result of which has been, tliat the whole of Spain, with 
the exception of the kingdoms of Navarre and Biscay, are in arms against 
the French; and that in many places detachments of the French troops 
had been defeated by the Spanish people. The information, however, 
which has been received by the Junta of Galicia is not of an official nature ; 


His Majesty has further been pleased to direct, that Lieut. Gen. Sir IT. Dnl- 
rymple shall have the chief command thereof, and that Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard 
he second in command, when the staff of this army will consist as follows, vis. ; 

Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple, Commander of the forces. 

Lieut. Gen, Sir H. Burrard, second in command. 

Lieut. Gens. Sir J. Moore, the Hon. J. Hope, Mackenzie Fraser, Lord Paget, the Hun. 
Sir A. 'Wellesley. 

Major Gens. J. Murmy, Lord W. Bentinck, Hon. E. Paget, Spencer, Hill, Ferguson. 

Brig. Gens. Acland, Nightingall, R. Stewart, the Hon. C. Stervnrt, H. Fane, R. Anstru- 
ther, Catlin Cranfnrd. 

Brig. Gen. H. Clinton, 1st Foot Guards, Acting Adj. Gen. 

Lieut Col. Murray, 3rd Foot Guards, Acting Q. M. Gen. 

Bt Lieut. Col. Torrent 89th Foot, Military Secretary. 

His Majesty has fiuther been pleased to command that the following should ho 
the outline of the dislocation of the troops, subject to the discretion of the General 
commanding. 

The reserve, under the command of Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Moore and Maior Gen. 
the Hon. E. Paget. 


18th light dragoons 

aoth 

Std light dragoons, K.G.L. 
62nd root, 1st batt 
52iul > . 2nd . , 

OSfh, 9 companies 
43td foot, 2nd hatt. . 
60th . , 5th . . . 

1st light batt., K.G.L. 

2nd 


Brig. Gen. the Hon. C. Stewart. 


Brig. Gen. R. Anstmther. 


Brig. Gen. R. Stewort. 


2nd, or Queen’s foot 
4th, 1st hatt. 

2Sth 

79lh .. 

91st . . , . 

92nd . . 

6th , . , . 

29th 

32nd .. 

5th . , 

50th 

82nd 

9th 

9th, 2nd hatt. . . 
40th, Ist . . , 

38th .. 

45th . . . , 

97th .. 

20th .. 

3Sth .. 

7Ist 


' Brig. Gen. Acland. 

■Major Gen. Ferguson. 

> Major Gen. Spencer. 

■Brig.Gen.Nightingall. 

' Major Gen. HiH. 

Brig. Gen. Fane. 

Brig. Gen. Catlin i 
Craufurd. 


4 bafts, of Infantry of 

to King’s German jMajor Gen. J. Murray. 


Lieut. Gen. the Hon. .1. Hope. 


Lieut. Gen. Lord Paget. 


Lieut Gen. Mackenzie Fiuscr. 


Lieut Gen. to Hon. Sir A. Wcl« 
hsley. 
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and I am not enabled to state positively where these occurrences have 
taken place, or to what extent, although I imagine that there is no doubt 
that these Fi-ench corps have been defeated in die manner reported in the 
private letters received by individuals. 

The Galician army, joined by that of Castille, (the whole consisting of 
50,000 men, of which 20,000 are stated to have been regular troops,) was 
posted at Rio Seco, in the pravince of Valladolid, and was attacked on the 
14th inst. by a French corps, under the command of Marshal Bessifercs, 
consisting of 20,000 men (of which 4000 were cavalry), which had been 
at Burgos: in the commencement of the action die Spanish troops had the 
advantage ; but towards the close of the day the French cavalry charged 
the left of the Spanish line, which consisted of the Castillian peasantry, 
and which was broken and defeated, with the loss of 1000 men, some 
officers of distinction, and 2 pieces of cannon. The loss of the French 
troops in the action is stated to have been 1000 men and 6 pieces of can- 
non. On the following day the Spanish army retired to Benavente, on 
the Esla ; from which measure the French have acquired the command 
of the course of the Rio Douro, and are in a situation to impede the com- 
munication between this province and those to the southward, and to the 
eastward, likewise in arms against the French. The Junta of Galicia have 
given their consent to my using the port of Vigo, if I should find it neces- 
sary, to afford shelter to the fleet, or even to land the troops there. 

It appears, from the intelligence which I have received hero, that the 
total number of the French troops still in Portugal is about 15,000 men, 
of which number 12,000 are at Lisbon and in the neighbourhood ; and 
Almeida is occupied by a small corps. The 3 provinces north of the Rio 
Douro are in arms against the French ; and there is a corps of Portuguese 
troops in Oporto, the number of which is stated to be 10,000 men j besides 
tliesc, a Spanish corps, consisting of 2000 men, commenced their march 
on the 15th inst., from a port in the southern part of Galicia, towards 
Oporto, where I expect they will arrive about the 24th or 25th inst. 

I have not received any account of Gen. Spencer, from which I can 
form a judgment whether that officer will have it in his power to proceed 
to Lisbon, according to the tenor of your Lordship’s instructions of the 
30tli June and 2nd July. I propose to sail from hence this night, and to 
go to Oporto in this ship j and I shall be directed in the future operations 
of the army, for the execution of your Lordship’s instructions, by the in- 
telligence which I shall receive there, I shall request Capt Malcolm to 
follow me witli the convoy to Oporto. 

To Visot. Cajtlereagh. Coruna, aist July, 1808. 

I arrived here yesterday, and I propose to go to sea again this day, to 
meet the fleet, which however has not yet appeared off the coast. 

Since my arrival I have had frequent conversations with the Junta; and 
Mr. Stuart,* who arrived also yesterday, will send hy tius conveyance to 
Mr. Canning an account of all the intidligence which we have received 

* Tjird Stuart do Rothosny, G.C.B. j aftorwanJa minister at Lisbon, and ambassador at 
tbo Hiigue, at Paiis, and Pofeisbwgh. Ho was at this jiaiod employed in cstablidiing 
coinmunications witii Sjaiiii. 
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from them respecting the present situation of affairs in Spain. The 
general result, however, appears to me to be, that the whole of the Spanish 
nation, with the exception of the provinces of Biscay and Navarre, and 
those in the neighbourhood of Madrid, arc in a state of insurrection against 
the French; that several French detachments in diflei'enl parts of the 
country had been destroyed, viz., a corps under Lcfebre, wliich had been 
attacked four times, near Zaragoza, in Aragon, particularly on the Kitli 
and 24th June, a corps which I believe to have been under the coininand 
of Dupont ; and it is said that Dupont was taken prisoner in an action 
fought between Andujar and La Carolina, before the 23rd Juno ; and two 
corps defeated in Catalonia before the 19th June, one on its inarcli to 
Montserrat, and the other to Zaragoza. The Catalonians have also got 
possession of the fort of Figueroa, in the ireighbourhood of Rosas, anti 
have blockaded the French troops in Barcelona. As, however, the com- 
munication, which was never very perfect between one province and the 
others, has been impeded by the march and position of the French armies, 
and particularly by their late success at Rio Seco, to which I shall pre- 
sently refer, the Junta have no official accounts of any of these actions ; 
but they give credit to those they have received, copies of which will be 
transmitted to Mr. Canning by. Mr. Stuart. He will also send the account 
which tlie Junta have received of the action at Rio Seco. The army of 
Castille and Galicia united was posted at that place, which is in the pro- 
vince of Valladolid; and their intention, as is stated, was either to have 
attacked the French corps under Marshal Bessiferes at Burgos, or to have 
marched upon Madrid. But I suspect tliat they would have confined their 
operations to the arrangement of the insurrection towards Madrid, and to 
cutting off the communication between the French troops stationed there 
and in Biscay and Navarre. It is said that they intended to attack Marshal 
Bessiereson the 16th, but he attacked them on the I4th; his infantry was 
at first defeated by the Spaniards, with the loss of 7000 men ; but after- 
wards his cavalry fell upon the left wing of the Spanish array, which con- 
sisted of the peasants of Castille, and defeated it. 

I understand that the Spanish array, which consisted of 50,000 men, 
lost about 7000 men and 2 pieces of cannon ; and that they had taken and 
still retain 6 pieces belonging to the French. The Spaniards retired either 
on that night or on the next day to Benavente on the Esla. The worst of 
this action is, that it has given the French possession of the whole course 
of the Douro, and by obliging the Galician troops to retire from Rio Seco, 
it has interrupted the communication between this province and those to 
the southward and eastward. 

I understood that the Junta were much alarmed when they received the 
account of this defeat ; but the arrival of the money yesterday has entirely 
renewed their spirits ; and I did not see either in them or in the iiilia- 
bitants of this town any symptom either of alarm or doubt of their final 
success. The capture of Santander by the French is not considered an 
event of any importance; and it is said here that a corps was actually on 
its march from the Asturias to retake tliat place. 

It is Impossible to .convey to you an idea of the sentiment which pre- 
vails here in favor of the Spanish cause. The difference between any two 
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men is whether the one is a better or a worse Spaniard, and the better 
Spaniard is the one who detests the French most heartily. I understand 
that there is actually no French party in the country ; and at all events I 
am convinced that no man now dares to show that he is a friend to tlie 
French. The final success must depend upon the means of attack and 
defence of the different parties, of the amount of which it is impossible for 
me at present to form an opinion. If it be true that the several French 
corps which I have above enumerated have been cut off, it is obvious that 
Buonaparte cannot carry on his operations in Spain, excepting by the means 
of large armies ; and I doubt much whether the country will afford sub- 
sistence for a large army, or whether he will be able to supply his maga- 
zines from France, the roads being so bad and the communications so 
difficult. If this be true, his object must be to gain possession of the 
northern provinces, and this can be done only by the invasion and posses- 
sion of the Asturias. I think, therefore, that our government ought to 
direct its attention particularly to that important point, and to endeavor to 
prevail upon the Asturians to receive a body of our troops. I consider 
this point so important, that I should not be surprised if Buonaparte, find- 
ing that he cannot penetrate by land, should make an effort to reach the 
Asturias by sea; and I should therefore recommend to you to reinforce 
the squadron which is here, and let it cruise between Cape Ortegal and 
Santander. It might come here in case of a gale from the northward. 

I suggested to the Junta to fit out the ships at Ferrol for this service ; 
but they said it would divert their attention and tlreir means from other 
more important objects ; and that, although they were aware of its im- 
portance, they would prefer relying, for the naval defence which tliey 
might require, on the assistance to be received from Great Britain. 

It will be necessary that you should assist all the Spanish provinces 
with money, arms, and ammunition. Notwithstanding the recent defeat 
of the Galician army, the Junta have not expressed any anxiety to receive 
the assistance of British troops; and they again repeated this morning 
that they could put any number of men into the field, if they were pro- 
vided with money and arras ; and I think that this disinclination to receive 
the assistance of British troops is founded in a great degree on the ob- 
jection to give the command of their troops to British officers. 

The Junta here have expressed a great wish to unite in a general 
Cortes with the other provinces ; but, in addition to the difficulties which 
must attend the adoption of this measure, from the position of the French 
armies, I understand that there are others referable to the desire which 
each of the kingdoms of which Spain is composed has, that tlie Cortes 
should be established within itself. 

If the French should be obliged to quit Madrid, it is probable that this 
difficulty would be overcome ; and till that period, or until the strength 
of the French army shall have been driven from the centre of Spain, I am 
not quite certain Biat it is not as well that each of the kingdoms should 
be governed by its own Junta. I am convinced that the general zeal and 
exertion of each are greater, at present, than would be manifested if the 
whole Kingdom were under the direction of one body. 

In respect to my own operations, I find that Jxmot has collected, it is 
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supposed, 12,000 men at Lisbon; and. the French still hold Almeida, and 
other points in Portugal, with 3000 more. The 3 northern provinces of 
Portugal are in a state of insurrection, and there is a Portuguese army at 
Oporto, to join wMch 2000 Spanish troops have marched from Galicia, 
and tliey will arrive there about the 24th or 25tli, 

From the intelligence which I have received hero, I can form no opi- 
nion whether I shall be joined by Gen. Spencer or not. Mi'. Stuart 
heard from the Brilliant, on his passage, that Gen. Speneor had left 
Cadiz, after the Spaniards hod got possession of tlio French fleet, and had 
gone to Ayamonte, at the mouth of the Guadiana, to stop the progress 
of a French corps which was coming by that route from Portugal into 
Andalusia. They had heard nothing here of this movement; but they 
had heard a report that 5000 British troops had been in Gen. Castanos’ 
army, and had behaved remarkably well, but on what occasion, and what 
troops, they did not know. 

I understand that there is a Spimish corps of 20,000 men in Estrema- 
dura, at Almaraz, on tlie Tagus, which corps will impede the communi- 
cation between Junot and the army at Madrid ; and it may be reasonably 
expected that tlie number of French now in Portugal will bo the number 
which we shall have to contend with. The Junta express great anxiety 
respecting my operations in Portugal, and have strongly recommended 
me not to attempt to land at Lisbon, or in tlie neighbourhood of tho 
French army. They urge, as an objection to this measure, that I shall 
thereby entirely lose the advantage of the co-operation of tho Spanish and 
Portuguese farces at Oporto, who will not be able to approach Idsbou till 
they have heard that I have disembarked; and they recommend that I 
should disembark at Vigo or Oporto, and bring the allies with me to 
Lisbon. It is impossible for me to decide upon this or any other measure 
till 1 shall know more of the situation of affairs. I should have no doulit 
of success, even witliout Gen. Spencer’s assistance, or that of tlie allies, 
if I were once ashore ; but to effect a landing in front of an enemy 
is always difficult, and I shall be inclined to land at a distance from 
Lisbon. 

I now intend to look for the fleet this night, and if we should not find 
it, I shall leave one of Capt. Hotbam’s squadron upon tlie rendezvous, 
with directions for Malcolm to follow me, and go in tho Crocodile to 
Oporto, where I shall be able to decide upon the measures which I shall 
adopt. 

To the Duke of Richmond. CoruCa, 2l8t July, 1808. 

I arrived here yesterday, and propose to sail again this evening to join 
Ihe fleet off Cape Pinisterre, I have not yet determined in what manner 
I shall attack the French in Portugal; whether by disembarking in Uic 
neighbourhood of Lisbon, or at a distance, so as to insure a junction with 
out the co-operation of the Portuguese and Spanish troops at Oporto. 

Affairs here appear to be in a prosperous state. The Spaniard, s have de- 
feated and destroyed several French detachments ; viz, one under JJuiimit 
to the southward, one under Lefebre in Aragon, and two in Catalimiu, 
They have taken the fort of Figueras, near Rosas, in tho Pyrenoes, and 
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have blockaded the French troops in Barcelona. But the great army of 
Galicia, consisting of 50,000 men, received a check on the 14th of this 
month from the French corps under Marshal Bessiferes. The French had 
not more than half the number, and lost about 1000 men, which is about 
the number the Spaniards lost] but the French cavalry, tlie Spaniards 
liaving none, charged the peasants of Castille, who were in the left wing, 
and gained the victory. The Spaniards lost 2 pieces of cannon, the French 
6 ; and the Spanish army has retreated about 20 miles from the field of 
battle towards this province. 

This check does not appear to have affected the spirits, or to ^ve 
diminished the hopes, of people here. They say that they do not require 
men, and have not asked me to give them assistance. It is impossible to 
describe to you the state of enthusiasm in which they all are. They mani- 
fested the greatest satisfaction upon our arrival, received us with the utmost 
civility and cordiality, illuminated the town at night, and the whole of the 
inhabitants attended us to our boat when we returned on board the frigate 
at night. 

There is no such thing as a French party in the country, and I believe 
there is no man who dares to avow that he wishes well to the French 
cause. 

From all this it is very obvious to me that the French will make no 
progress in Spain, excepting by the aid of very large armies ; and I doubt 
whether they will find it practicable to subsist by the means which the 
country can afford, or to supply their magazines from France, owing to tlie 
difficulty and badness of the communication. 

To C. Stuart, Esq. H.M.S. Crocodile, off Cape Finislerre, 23rd July, 1808. 

I find that the 2 ships which I imagined contained the stores for the 
Asturias are not in the fleet, notwithstanding tliat they were reported to 
me at Cork by the Commanding officer of my artillery. I conclude, 
therefore, that they have really arrived at Gijon, and that the officer is 
not so correct as the editor of the Oviedo gazette. 

I hear that the actions at Zaragoza were an attack upon the place by 
the French, who have been frequently repulsed. I hear also that the 
French have concentrated their force at Lisbon, and that the insurrection 
has extended itself to that city. The French troops cannot show them- 
selves outside of it. We hear from San Sebastian, that King Joseph has 
entered Spain, and had passed that fortress. He was received by the con- 
stituted authorities, but not by the people. 

To Gen. Sir J. Fulteney, Bart., Sec. at War. H.M.S. Donegal, at Sea, 25th July, 1808. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th 
inst., communicating to me His Majesty’s appointment to serve os a 
Lieut. General eon the Staff, with 2 aides de camp, upon a particular ser- 
vice, from the 23rd inst; and I beg leave to acquaint you that His 
Majesty’s commission, to serve os Commander of the forces upon the 
service in which I am at present engaged, is dated tlie 14th June 1808, 
fi:om which period the Staff of the army have been appointed and doing 
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duty. I therefore request that you will transmit to me, at your oiirliest 
convenience, an authority to issue pay to tlie Staff of the army from that 
date ; or to inform me in what manner those are to bo paid who were not 
before upon the Staff in Ireland. 

To Viaot. Castlereagh. H.M.S. Crocodile, ofl'Oporlo, 25(11 July, IROS. 

I avail myself of the opportunity of the return of the Ppocodi to 
England, to inform you that I sailed from Coruna, as I told you I should, 
on the night of the 21 st, and joined the fleet the next day, and arrived 
here yesterday, in the Crocodile : the fleet are now coming on. 

All the provinces to the north of flic Tagus, with the exception of the 
country immediately about Lisbon, oi-e in a state of insurrection against 
the French, and the people are ready and desirous to lake arms, but, un- 
fortunately, tliere are none in the country; indeed, I may say, none to 
arm the troops which tlie Bishop of Oporto and tlie Junta of this place 
have assembled. They have at present a corps of about 5000 men, 
regular troop and militia, including 300 cavalry at Coimbra, wmed with 
1000 muskets got from the fleet, fowling pieces, &c., and 12,000 pea- 
santry, mostly unarmed, I believe. The regular troops arc composed of 
detachments of different corps, and cannot in any respect be deemed an 
efficient force. Besides these, there are 300 Spanish infantry, about 1500 
regular Portuguese infantry, and some militia volunteers and peasantry, here. 

corps of Spanish infantry, which hod commenced its march from 
Galicia, as I informed you in my last letter, is not yet arrived. It was 
stopped on the frontier, because ihere were no orders at Braganza to 
allow it to enter the coimtry j and, although the Bishop expects it, the 
Portuguese officers appear to think that die success of the French against 
the Spanish army on the 14th has diverted this corps from the cause in 
this country. Under all the circumstances, I have determined to take 
forward the Portuguese corps now at Coimbra, and to collect every thing 
else upon this place. The Bishop is much alai'med I’espocting the success 
of the French in the province of Valladolid. It is reported hero that 
there has been a second action ; and I saw a letter last night from the 
Bishop of Santiago, stating that Gen. Cuesta, the CastilHan Commander 
in Chief, had informed him that he had gained a victory in this action, 
and had actually in his camp 1500 horses taken from the French cavalry; 
and it is, at the same time, reported that tlio French are actually in 
Benavente. It is impossible to learn tlie truth. 

I have received a letter from Sir C. Cotton, of the 9tli inst., in which 
he advises me to leave the fleet to windward, and to go down to the 
Tagus to confer with him. He has occupied a post with 400 marines at 
Figueira on the Mondego, in front of Coimbra, at which place, or at 
Peniohe, he thinks it will be most advisable for me to land. I therefore 
propose to send the fleet to the Mondego to make all the arrangements 
for landing; to go down to communicate with the Adiniml; and by the 
time I shall have returned, all will be ready to go on shore, either at the 

Mondego or Peniche, or farther to the southward if the Admiral tliinks it 
advisable. 

I have heard nothing positive of Gen. Spencer, excepting that ho was 



PORTUGAL. 


37 


with Sir C. Cotton in the beginning of this month, his corps having been 
landed, merely to preserve the health of the men, near Cape St. Mary’s. 
I conclude, therefore, that I shall find him with the fleet off the Tagus. 
The French corps is concentrated at or about Lisbon, and is said to 
consist of from 13,000 to 14,000 men. Sir C. Cotton says they are add- 
ing to the fortifications of the town, of a citadel within the town, and of 
Fort St. Julian. 

The measures to he adopted for this country are to supply it with arms 
and money. I saw a statement last night, from which it appears that they 
could get together 38,000 men with ease, if they had arms or money to 
pay them. If I should find the troops at Coimbra to be worth it, I propose 
to arm them. 

To Major Gen. Spencer. H.M.S. CroeodiU, off the Tagus, 20th July, 1808, 

I have tlie honor of receiving your letters of the 15th and 16th inst. 

As the instructions which I have received from His Majesty's ministers 
positively direct me to make an attack upon the French troops in the 
Tagus, if I should find the force under my command sufiScient to enable 
me to make it ,• as these instructions were framed at the instance of the 
Juntas of Galicia and Asturias; and os the Junta of Galicia, with which 
I have communicated lately at Coruna, have again pressed me to carry 
into execution the object of those instructions ; and, above all, as I am 
convinced that the most effectual mode in which Great Britain can servo 
the Spanish cause is by driving the French out of Portugal, and thus to 
make that Kingdom the point of communication between the northern 
and southern parts of Spain itself, 1 cannot avoid urging you to embark 
the troops under your command, as soon ns you shall receive this letter, 
and to proceed to the Tagus, when you shall receive further orders from 
me, 

If, when you receive this letter, you should be engaged in any active 
operations, the relinquishment of which would, in your judgment, be 
detrimental to the Spanish cause, you will not obey this order, but still 
continue such operations ; but if you should not be so actually engaged, and 
should embark as ordered, you will take care to apprise the Junta of 
Seville of the motives which have induced His Majesty’s ministers to 
make an effort to wrest the Kingdom of Portugal from the power of the 
French ; and of the reasons for which I think that I shall most effectually 
forward the interests and objects of the Spanish nation, by persevering in 
cariying into execution the orders I have received, as detailed in the first 
part of tills letter. 

To Major Gen. Spencer. 26th July, 1808. 

In case you should quit Cadiz according to the instructions contained 
in my dispatch of this date, it occurs to me, from the representation you 
have made of tlie wants of the Junta of Seville, that the Spanish nation 

G.O. SOth July, 1808 . 

SeffulaHom to ie observed in the event of a landing being determined on in Mondega 
bay. [Not in the General Orders from whence this copy was made, aUiough mentioned 
in the Index of them.j 
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would be moat effectually served, and the minds of the principal poraons 
among them would be reconciled to your departure, if their pecuniary 
distresses could be relieved by an immediate ^vance of money. 

I therefore beg you to inform them, if they can procure money for a 
bill on the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury of England, that you are 
authorised to draw upon them for £100,000 ; and I authorise and beg you 
to give bills on the Lords of the Treasury for that sum of money, which 
you will pay to the persons who may be appointed to receive it by the 
Junta of Seville, and you will take their receipt for the same. 

I think it probable that His Majesty may have directed a sum of money 
to be sent to the Junta of Seville, as he has to that of Galicia, which has 
been received ; and if you should be able to procure the money for the 
bills which I have above requested you to give, I beg of you to leave a 
letter for the gentleman who may come up with the money which may 
be sent by His Majesty’s directions, in which you will inform him that 
you have made this advance ; and you will request him #o send to the 
Tagus, for the use of the army, an equal sum out of the money which it is 
supposed he will have brought out from England. 

To Majoi Gen. Sjiencer. 26th July, 1808. 

As Lieut. Col. Bathurst is appointed D. Q. M. G. to the troops 
under my command, and Mr. Hunter Dej). Paymaster General, I feci 
great inconvenience from the want of the assistance of those officers ; and 
as I believe Major Eainey is present with your corps, who cim take 
charge of the Q. M. G.’s department, I request you to send Lieut. Col, 
Bathurst and Mr. Hunter to join me immediately, in the schooner which 
will take you this dispatch. 

As I understand that some of the transports you have with you are 
heavy sailers, and as it is most desirable to the King’s service that your 
corps should arrive here at an early period, I recommend you to apply to 
Lord Colling wood, to allow some of the troops to come here in men of 
war, as being the most expeditious mode of sending them. 

To Viset. Casdereagh. 2Rth July, 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you that I joined tlie fleet off Cape Finis- 
terre on the 22nd inst., and continued my voyage in this ship to Oporto 
(leaving them to follow me), where I arrived on the 24tli, and the fleet 
on the following morning. 

I saw the Bishop of Oporto, who is at the head of the Junta, and the 
General officers commanding the Portuguese troops, on that night ; and 
I learned from them, and from Lieut. Col. Brown, that the Portuguese 
ti'Qops, militia, and regulars which had been collected, amounted to about 
5000 men, and were posted at Coimbra, in the province of Beira, about 
80 miles from Oporto, towards Lisbon, That, besides these troops, thoro 
were in advance about 1200 peasants armed in different modes, and n 
corps of about 1500 Portuguese infantry, and 300 Spanish infantry, at 
Oporto, besides volunteers and peasants. The whole of those troops, 
however, are badly armed and cquippotl. The peasantry have, I believe, 
no arms but pikes, and tlwse called regular infantry are composed of 
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individuals belonging to different corps of the Portuguese army. The 
corps of Spanish infantry, consisting of 2000 men, which I informed your 
Lordship in my letter of the 21st inst. was ordered to march from Ga- 
licia into Portugal, had not left the former kingdom by the last accounts, 
and was not expected at Oporto. 

A post at Figueira upon the river Mondego, which falls into the sea at 
Mondego bay, is occupied by 300 marines belonging to the fleet under 
the command of Capt. Bligh, of H.M.S. Alfred, wliich was likewise de- 
tained there. 

On my arrival at Oporto, I received from Sir C. Cotton a letter of the 
9th inst., a copy of which I enclose, in which the Admiral recommends 
that I should leave the fleet at anchor to the northward, and go to the 
moutli of the Tagus to communicate with him, as he thought it probable 
that it would be deemed advisable that the troops should land at Mondego 
bay, or at Peniche. I have accordingly requested Capt. Malcolm to 
anchor at Mondego, and 1 am now on my passage to the mouth of the 
Tagus, 

While I was at Oporto I requested the Bishop to supply me with 150 
horses for the remount of the 20th light dragoons, of which corps there 
are nearly that number of men dismounted. I also requested him to 
supply the troops with BOO mules, of a description which could be applied 
either to draft or carriage, which I propose to apply to the carriage of the 
musket ammunition and intrenching tools, (there being with the army no 
ammunition, tumbril, or intrenching tool carts,) of a certain quantity of 
provisions, and if I should find it necessary, of the camp equipage of the 
army. The Bishop promised that I should have the horses and mules at 
Coimbra by the time that the army would be disembarked, if I should 
determine to disembark at Mondego bay. I also made arrangements with 
him for die supply of fresh meat for the troops, and of forage and grain 
for the horses of the cavalry and artillery, and for tlie mules with the 
army. 

Having made all these arrangements, in the course of the night of the 
24th inst. I embarked from Oporto, on the morning of the 25th joined 
the fleet, and am now on my passage to the Tagus. 

To Major Gen. Spencer. !16th July, 1808, 

The public letters, which Capt. Cooke * will deliver to you with this, 
will apprise you of my wishes that you should come here as soon as pos- 
sible, and of the reasons for which I wish that you should do so. 

In addition to those stated in my public letter, I have to mention to you, 
that, from all that I have heard, I think there is reason to believe that 
Buonaparte is not now very strong in Spain ; and that he has not at his 
command the means of reinforcing his troops sufllciently to strike any 
blow which can have a permanent effect. It is obvious that Dupont to the 
southward does not think himself sufficiently strong for Castanos, otlier- 
wise he would not halt and take up a defensive position. Even supposing 
that we should deem it expedient eventually to return and carry on ope- 
rations in the south of Spain, it is not probable, from the general state of 

* The late Major Gen. Sir H. F. Cooke, K.C.U. 
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the French, iihat any great misfortune can happen before we return. In 
the meantime the Spaniards will acquire strength and experience; ami I 
must observe that nothing we can do can he so useful to them ns to got 
possession of and organise a good army in Portugal. On the other hand, 
if the efforts of the Spanish nation should fail, and if tho French avo now 
able to obtain possession of Cadiz, I do not think the prosonco of your 
corps would he of much avail to prevent tlie occurrence of this misfor- 
tune ; while its presence here is of the utmost importance, to enable im*. 
to perform the operations intrusted to me, the success of which would he 
a great benefit to Great Britain ; even if all should unfortunately fail. 
Therefore, in either and all the views of the case, whether Spain is to 
continue or to fail, Portugal is an object, and your presence hero is most 
necessary. You will find, on your arrival with Adm. Cotton, instructions 
for your operations. 

Do not delay on account of the hill which you are to draw for 100,000/., 
but leave Tucker or somebody to settle it with the Junta with the hills in 
his hands. 

Memoiandujn for disembarkation. .Tuly, 1808 . 

In tiie event of a landing being determined upon in Mondego bay, a 
signal will he made to Capt. Malcolm, when it will be settled at what 
period it may be proper to move the horse ships, and the ships having tho 
ordnance on board, into the river. 

The infantry will be directed to be landed from the transports in tho 
roads, and to be rowed in the boats up tire river, and landed on tho soutii 
bank of it; Gen. Fane’s brigade first, excepting the Vcterim battalion, 
which is to remain on hoard: then Gen. Ferguson’s; then Gen. Crnn- 
furd’s. 

In the mean time the following arrangements are to he made : 

Ist. The havresacks and canteens now in tlie regimental stores are to 
be given out to the men. 

2nd. Tin camp kettles are to be issued from the Q. M. G.’s stores to tho 
regiments. 

3rd. The Commissary must issue to each of the Paymasters of regi- 
ments, on account of the Paymaster Gen., the sum of £1000 for each of 
the regiments, and in that proportion for the artillery, dragoons, and 95th 
companies, which he will receive from the Donegal. A month’s pay may 
also he issued on the same account to the officers of the Staff. 

4th. Gen, Hill will inform the officer commanding tho 20th light 
dragoons that he is to receive a sufficient number of horses to mount all his 
men; that he will therefore be prepared to land the horse appointments of 
the men who have at present no horses. 

5th, The following arrangement to be made respecting baggage, Tho 
men to land, each with one shirt and oha pair of shoes, hcsidcs thos(i mi 
them, corahs, i-azor, and a brush, which are to he packed up in their greet 
CMts. The knapsacks to he left in tlie ti-ansports, and tho baggage of tho 
officers, excepting such light articles as are necessary for them. A 
careful serjeant to he left in the head quarter sliip of each rogiinont, and 
a earefnl private man in each of the other ships, in charge of the baggage ; 
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and each officer who shall leave any baggage in a transport must take care 
to have his name marked on each package, and each numbered, and give 
a list of what he leaves to the soldier in charge of the baggage, in order 
that he may get what he may require. 

6th. The men will land with 3 days’ bread and 2 days’ meat, cooked. 

Ith.. The Commanding officer of artillery is to land the 3 brigades of 
artillery, each with half the usual proportion of ammunition, the forge 
cart, &c. He will also land 500,000 rounds of musket ammunition for 
the use of the troops, for which carriage will be provided. 

8th. Each soldier will have with him 3 good flints. 

9th. Besides the bread above directed to be landed with the soldiers, 3 
days’ bread to he packed up in bogs, containing 100 lbs. each, on board 
each of the transports, for the number of soldiers who shall be disem- 
barked from it. 

loth. Mr. Commissary Pipon to be directed to attach a Commissary, 
and the necessary number of clerks, &c., to each brigade, to the cavalry 
and to the artillery. He will hereafter receive directions to take charge 
of the bread above directed to be prepared, and to make his arrange- 
ments for victualling the troops. 

11th. Three days’ oats to be landed with each of the horses. 

12th. The horses of the Irish Commissariat to be handed over, when 
landed, to the Commanding officer of the artillery, who will allot the 
drivers to take charge of them ; and then the officers and drivers belong- 
ing to the Irish Commissariat to place themselves under the orders of 
Mr. Pipon. 

13th. The officers commanding companies will make an arrangement 
for purchasing mules for the carriage of camp equipage, for which they 
have received an allowance in the embarkation money 

To Adm. Sir Gh. Cotton, Bart. H.H.S. Dmegal, off Figueira, 30th July, 1808. 

I arrived here this day, and have received dispatches from England, 
dated the ISth inst., from which I leom that a reinforcement to the 
amount of 5000 men is likely to arrive here immediately. 

I propose to disembark here the day after to-morrow, but I shall not 
move forward till I shall hear of my reinforcement from England, or of 
the arrival of Gen. Spencer. I think it probable that he will now come 
here, for I understand that Gen. Castanos defeated Dupont in an action 
fought on the 20th inst., and that Dupont surrendered on condition that 
he should be sent to France by sea. If this should be true, there can be 
nothing to detain Gen. Spencer in that quarter. 

I propose to look at Peniche as I shall march towards Lisbon, and if 
there should he any prospect of early success, I shall attack the place. 
But in order to bo able to effect this object I must have 24 pounders; and 
the necessity there may be to have this ordnance at Peniehe, and the desire 
which I have to profit as long as possible by the assistance of Capt. Bligh, 
induce mo to ask you to allow the Alfred to remain with us as long as 
may be possible. I shall not ask to detain eitlier that ship or the Donegal, 
as soon as the moment shall arrive at which you may have it in your 
power to attack the fleet. If either the fleet having on hoard the ordnance 
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stores, or Gen. Spencer’s corps, or the reinforcements from England, 
should go to the mouth of the Tagus, I shall he obliged to you if you will 
order them here, directing that they may keep in shore, in case we should 
have occasion to communicate with them. 

Capt. Malcolm will write to you about the marines, who shall be sent in 
the Blossom and Lively. 

To Visct Cudereagh. H.M.S. DotteytH, oirPigueira, 1st Aug. 1608. 

I have the honor to inform you, that when on my passage from the fleet 
to the mouth of the Tagus, I fell in with H. M. S. Ptantagenct, on the 2Gth 
July, in which was embarked Capt. Cooke, of the Coldstream Guards, who 
delivered to me the dispatches from Gen. Spencer, of which I enclose copies, 
by which I was informed that that ofiicer had landed at Puerto dc S'* Maria, 
and had determined to remain in the province of Andalusia. After con- 
sulting with Sir C. Cotton upon the situation of aflairs in Portugal 
and Spain, I thought it proper to send Gen. Spencer orders to re-embork 
his whole corps and to join me, unless he should be engaged in any active 
operation, the relinquishment of which he should deem dotrimonlal to the 
cause of die Spaniards. As Gen. Spencer, in his letter, and more ]>ar- 
ticularly in a verbal message by Capt. Cooke, represented the great dis- 
tress for money which was felt by the Junta of Seville, I desired him to 
draw upon England for £100,000, and to pay tliat sum to the person they 
should appoint to receive it. 

I have the honor to enclose copies of the letters which I have written 
to Gen. Spencer upon this occasion, in which the reasons which induced 
me to give these orders are sufficiently detailed ; and they will, I hope, 
justify me for having given them, without being under the necessity of 
troubling your Lordship with my reasons for thinking that it was pro- 
bable that Dupont was not sufficiently strong for Gen. Caslanos j that 
Gen, Spencer’s corps was useless at Cadiz, while the operations of mine 
in Portugal were cramped for want of its assistance; that a junction of 
the two corps was necessary to enable either to perform any effectual 
service; and that, in the general situation of affairs in Spain, as well as 
in Portugal, it was most important to drive die French out of Portugal. 

The orders which I gave appeared to me to be entirely in conformity 
with the intentions and object of His Majesty’s government, and to be 
consistent with those which your Lordship gave to the General in your 
letter of the 30th June; and although it appears by your Lordship’s dis- 
patch of the 15th July, which I received here from Lord Burghersh on 
the 30th, that it was His Majesty’s intention to assist the Spanish nation 
with a body of his troops in Andalusia, I did not think it proper to recall 
those which I had sent to Gen. Spencer on tlie 26th. The second orders 
would not have readied him till the 3d or 4th of Aug., when ho would 
have carried the first into execution, and would probably bo far advanced 
on his passage; and I received accounts on my arrival hero, on the same 
day, to which I gave credit, that Gen. Castafios had defeated Gen. Dupont 
on the 20th inst., and there was no longer any immediate necessity for the 
assistoce of the British corps in that quarter of Spain. These acooiints 
have been stall further confirmed by others arrived this day, from which 
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il appears that Gen. Dupont, and all the French troops to the southward 
of Ihe Sierra Morena, had surrendered, on condition, that they should be 
sent to France by sea. 

The information of the state of the enemy’s force in Portugal, com- 
municated to me by Gen. Spencer, (which, however exaggerated the 
accounts he had received may be, deserve attention,) and the expectation 
held out by your Lordship, that a reinforcement would arrive here at an 
early period, have necessai'ily induced me to delay the commencement of 
the operations of the troops under my command till the arrival of the 
corps from England, or of Gen. Spencer. The General will have received 


G. O. Mondogo bay, 3Jst July, ISOS. 

The troops ore to understand that Portugal is a country friendly to His Majesty, that it 
is essentially necessary to their own success that the most strict obedience should be pre- 
served, that properties and persona should be respected, and that no injury should be done 
which it is possible to avoid. The Lieut. Gcucral declares his determination to punish in the 
most exemplary manner all who may be convicted of acts of outrage and of plunder against 
tlie persons or property of any of tlie people of the country. 

It is almost essential to the success of the army that the religions prejudices and opinions 
of tlie people of the country should be respected, and with this view the Lieut. General 
desires die following rules may be observed : 

1st. No officer or soldier belonging to the army is to go to any place of religious worship, 
during tlie performance of Divine service in such places, excepting with the permission of 
the officer commanding his regiment, and the General officer commanding the brigade to 
wliicii he belongs, 

2nd, Wlien an officer or soldier shall visit a churcli, or any other place of religious wor- 
aliip, from motives of curiosity, at periods wlien Divine service is not performed, he is to 
roniaiti uncovered while in the cliuicli, 

3rd, Wlien the Host passes in (he streets, officers and soldiers, not on duty, are to halt 
ami iVoiil it; tlio officers to pull oQ' their hots, and tlie soldiers to put thoir hands to their 
calls, Wlicn it sliidl xiiiss a guard, tlio guard will turn out and present arms; when a 
suiilry, tlie sentry iiiiisl present arms. 

Until furtlicr orders Clio Irooiis will receive rations from the Commissary. The rations 
will consist fur each day of 1 lb. of bread or biscuit, cud I lb. of meat, salt or tresh. If 
tlio soldiers sliuuld have fresh meat, tliey are not entitled to spirits or wine ; if they should 
liavu salt meat, and upon all occasions when it can bo got for them, they shall have each 
one quarter of a pint of spirits, or a pint of wine. The troops are also entitled in camp to 
3 Ills, of wood each man. 

The women, that is to soy, 0 for each company of 100 men, will receive half a ration 
per diem, and the children a quarter; but no spirits or wine will be issued to women or 
cliildreii. 

Horses will receive a ration of 10 lbs. of liny and 10 lbs. of oats, if hay and oats should 
ho delivered. If there should he none in store, the ration will bo 14 lbs. of Indian corn 
or barley, and 10 lbs. of straw. 

Thu miinhcr of days for which an issue is to he mode will be stated, in G. O. the day 
prevtuus to the issue, and the returns and receipts ore to be given to (die Commissary ac- 
cunliiig to tho following regulations, viz. : 

A return of the elTcctives of each regiment of infimtry and cavalry present entitled to 
draw provisions agreeably to the following forms, signed by the paymaster and command- 
ing oflicer of each corps, is to be sent the day previous to the issue to the Assist. Commis- 
sary, from whom the suppliss are to be drawn. On tho day of delivery a rcoeint, in tri- 
plicate, is to lie produceif to the Assist. Commissary, agreeably to the form herewini, signed 
us aliuve, and by the quarter muster, the commanding officer being held responsible for the 
lUloiiracy, ns well of the return as of the receipt 

Wlien detachments are stationed at a distance from tlio head quarters of thoir regiments, 
tlie commanding officers tliureuf are to conform to the regulations above laid down for tbs 
wminandiiig officers of regiments. On fhii 24tb of each month inclusively, a general 
receipt in triplicate is to lie furiiisliod to llie Assist Commissary for the whole period 
IVinn the 2Sth of the preceding month to tho 24th of the present one, both inclusive, 
wliich receipt, iu iriplieate, is to be signed by the commanding officer and quartet master, 
and ill wbieli are to be recapitulated the different periods of delivery from that par- 
ticular magazine, liy wliich means the receipts before given, as temporary vouchers, are 
to bo caiiccUed, 


Assist. 
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my letter of the 26th, I hope, on the 28th, and I expect that he will ho 
ready to sail by the 31st. The length of his passage to the Tagus, and to 
this place, must then depend upon the winds, which have blown from the 
southward since the 28th. 

The enemy’s position in tlie neighbourhood of the Tagus appears so 
strong, that it is considered impracticable to make a landing in that 
quarter, without diverting the attention by an attack to the northward. 
The plans of attack on Cascacs Bay would fail, because it is stated to be 
impossible to approach the coast sufficiently witli the large ships to silence 


Assist. Commissaries are to be allotted to each brigade and corps of tlie army, as wdlJ)C 
stated in General Orders 5 but in case any regiment or detachment shouhl cei^ m receive 
its provisions from one assistant in the coarse of the month, the general receipts in triplieata, 
as above stated, must be given to eacli Assist. Commissary for the mimher of days ivliicli 
each regiment may have received its provisions from each Commissary. 

The staff of the army will be guided iu drawing their supplies by the foregoing regular 

tions. _ _ 1 , 1 

The aides de camp of Generals will sign receipts in like manner fortlie atafl tliey helong 
to, which are liltewise to he cancelled by a general one in tnpUcatOy on die 2 Itli of oiicli 
month, or after the deliveries made from that iiarticular depot. Each dejiarlmenl to 
give receipts in tlie manner as hefui'e directed for the whole of that deparhnent at the 
station. 

If any detaclimciit of the troops sliotild at any time receive jirovisinns and ttrewood^ from 
the inhabitants, the officer ceminandiiig the regiment or detuchnieiit will give a receipt in 
writing in the following form ; 

i. Received from — , magistrate of the town of , 

Wood ... — lbs. 

Meat ... — Ihs. 

Bread ... — 11)8. 

Wine ... — qfs. 

for the soldiers of tho regt. under my command, for days, ftmn the 

to the of inclusive. (Signed) , officer eimmig. 

If detachments should consist of soldiers of more than one rcgimoiit, a separate receipt is 
to be given for tho.se of each regiment. If forage is received, tlie receipt iiiiist run in tlio 
following form ! 

ii. Received from , magistrate of the town of—, — rations of forage, cniisisliiig 

of 10 lbs. of straw, and 14 lbs. of barley or Indian corn each, for horses helonging 

to the regt. (or if a General or lield officer on the stall) the name of each oDleiir), 

from the to the , both days inclusive. (Signed) - ■ — , olKcer coming. 

Tlie receipts for carriages must he dmivn in the following manner : 

iii. Received from — magistrate for the town of , a cart with 2 imlloofcs, for tlie 

use of regt, of or detachment under my command, which went miles. 

fSigiied) , officer coming. 

The receipts must be given every 3 days for provisions and forage ; and fur carriages 
when tliey shall he discharged, by commanding officers of corps and dctaclimciits. 

Aides de camp of General officeis, and others who sign tlicso roceipts, will take care 
that they arc draim out in tlie regular form. 

The officers and soldiers ore to uiideislond that tliey ore to pay for every thing tliey re- 
qiiiie from the country, excepting provisions, forage, wood, and carriages tdlowod by the 
public. Pur these articles wlieu required, and not issued by the Cniimiissury, they will 
make requisitions in the country, and give receipts ; but tliey are to make tlicso rcqiiisil inns 
only by order of a General or other officer commanding n brigade or detiichmciit : and in 
case any olHcor should pass his receipt for any aitioie for which he oiiglit to pay, or sliimlil 
sign n receipt for which lie may not he autlinrized by die offlesir cmnmiuiding the lirigtido 
or detachment to wliich he belongs, Hie Commissary will receive directions to cliiirge sueii 
articles to the officer who shall have given the receipt, and siioli officer will also be liulile to 
the penalties of disubedience of ordeis. 

Officers^ to lonji «i<A as little iai/gaffe as possible. [Not in the General Orders fimi 
whence tliis copy wSs made, although inciitioned in the Index of lliem.] 
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the Fort of Cascaes, and tlie other works erected for the defence of the 
bay; and aWiough the ships of war might be able to pass Fort St. Julian, 
the Fort Bugio, and the other works by which the entrance of tlie Tagus 
is defended, it is not imagined that these forts could be silenced by their 
fire, so as to enable the troops to land at Paqo d’Arcos, as was proposed. 
Between Cascaes and the Cape Roca, and to die northward of Capo Roca, 
there are small bays, in which small bodies of men could be disembarked 
in moderate weather. Bat the surf on tlie whole of the coast of Portugal 
is great, and the disembarkation in these bays of the last divisions of die 
troops, and of their necessary stores and provisions, would be precarious, 
even if a favorable moment should have been found for the disembarkation 
of the first. The vicinity of the enemy, and the want of resources in die 
country in the neighbourhood of the Rock of Lisbon, for the movement 
of the necessary stores and provisions for the army, would increase the 
embarrassment of a disembarkation in that quarter. All these considera- 
tions, combined with a due sense of the advantages which I shall derive 
from the co operation of the Portuguese troops, have induced me to decide 
in favor of a landing to the northward. 

There is no place to the northward of Lisbon which would at all 
answer for a place of disembarkation nearer than Mondego, excepting 
possibly Peniche. But the fort upon that peninsula is strong, and is 
occupied by the enemy with a sufficient garrison, and could not be taken 
witliout heavy ordnance ; and the ordnance and ammunition, which your 
Ijordship informed me in your dispatch of the 30th June was to sail 
from the river on that day, has not yet arrived. 

I shall consider the possession of the harbour and city of Lisbon as the 
immediate object of our operations, which must be attained by that of the 
forts by which the entrance of the Tagus is guarded. It is probable that 
it will be necessary to attack two of these forts, Cascaes and St. Julian, 
with heavy ordnance ; and it is obvious that the enemy will not allow us 
to undertake those operations till he shall have been driven from the field. 

The positions which ho would take for the defence of these posts must 
be all turned from the heights to the northward of Lisbon, and, indeed, 
unless prevented by our possession of these heights, the enemy would 
have it in his power to renew the contest in different positions, until he 
should he driven into Lisbon or retire. The last will be rendered difficult, 
if not impossible, excepting in boats across the Tagus, by the adoption of 
the line of attack by the heights to the northward, which I also prefer, as 
being more likely to bring the contest to the issue of a battle in the field. 

I have this day commenced my disembarkation in the river of Mondego, 
because I was apprehensive that any further delay might tend to dis- 
courage the country, and because I shall experience greater facilities in 
making tho arrangements for the movement and supply of the army when 
it shall he on shore than while it shall continue afloat. Tlie landing is 
attended with some difficulties even here, and would be quite impossible 
if we had not tlie cordial assistance of the country, notwithstanding the 
zeal and abilities of the officers of the navy ; and in all probability Gen. 
Spencer and the reinforcements from Englemd will arrive beforejhe troops 
at present here shall be on shore ; if either should, -to. 

commence my march. 
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I have the honor to inform your Lordship that I have issued 5000 
stands of arms for the purpose of arming the Portuguese regular troops, 
who, it is intended, should co-operate with the British army in the attack 
on the French in this country. 

To tiie Duke of Richmond. H.M.S. Donegal^ otf the Monde^o, Ist Aug. 1808. 

Nothing has occurred since ray last letter excepting that I liavo been to 
the Tagus to communicate with Sir C, Cotton, and the result is a determi- 
nation to make our landing to the northward of the Mondego river. 

Spencer has sent me a paper of information stating that the French 
force in Portugal amounts to 20,000 menj and although ho knows I have 
only 10,000, and tliat he was not employed on any service to the south, he 
had determined to remain on shore at Xerez near Cadiz: but I have 
ordered him to join me, and I expect him in a day or two ; and as I don’t 
believe the French have so many as 20,000 men, I shall commence my 
operations as soon as he with his 5000, or a reinforcement expected from 
England of 5000 men, shall join me. He sent this same account to Eng- 
land, where they took die alarm, and ordered out 5000 men and Moore’s 
corps of 10,000 men, with several general officers, senior to mo, and Sir 
Hew Dalrymple to command the whole army. I hope that I shall have beat 
Junot before any of them shall arrive, and tlion they will do as tlioy please 
with me. I think it possible, however, that the ministry may wish mo to 
return to you. 

I have commenced my landing, which will not be completed, on account 
of the difficulties of this iron coast, till either Spencer or the Englisli 
reinforcement shall arrive. 

What becomes of Lord Chatliam in all this ? 

P.S. General Castahos has certainly beat Dupont in an action fought in 
Andalusia on the 20th July. Dupont surrendered, with his whole army, 
on condition of being sent to France by sea. 

To Viset, Castlersagh. H.M.S. Dmegal, 1st Aug. 1808. 

I have nothing to add to my public letter of this date, excepting to tell 
you I have reason to believe Gen. Spencer’s account of the French force in 
Portugal is exaggerated. I intended to make the attack with my own 
corps, aided by the Portuguese, if it should have turned out that he could 
not join me, according to my orders of the 26th July, until I received 
your letter of the 15th, in which you announce the reinforcements; and 
I shall now march on, of course, as soon as one of the corps shall arrive. 

Pole and JBurghersh have apprised me of the arrangements for the 
future command of this aimy ; and tlie former has informed me of your 
kindness towards me, of which I have experienced so many instances, that 
I can never douht it in any case. All that I can say upon that subject is, 
that whether I am to command the army or not, or am to quit it, I shall 
do my best to insure its success ; and you may depend upon it that T shall 
not. hurry the operations, or commence them one moment sooner than they 
ought to be commenced, in order that I may acquire the credit of the 
success. 

The government will determine for me in what way they will employ 
me hereafter, whetlier here or elsewhere. My opinion is, that Great 
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Britain ought to raise, organize, and pay an army in Portugal, con- 
sisting of 30,000 Portuguese troops, which might be easily raised at an 
early period ; and 20,000 British, including 4000 or 5000 cavalry. This 
army might operate on the frontiers of Portugal in Spanish Estremadura, 
and it would serve as the link between the kingdoms of Galicia and 
Andalusia: it would ^give Great Britain the preponderance in the conduct 
of the war in the Peninsula j and whatever might be the result of the 
Spanish exertions, Portugal would be saved from the French grasp. You 
know best whether you could bear the expense, or what part of it the 
Portuguese government would or could defray. But if you should adopt 
this plan, you must send everything from England ; arms, ammunition, 
clothing, and accoutrements, ordnance, flour, oats, &c. These articles 
must find their way to the frontier, partly by the navigation of the 
Douro and Tagus, and partly by other means. 

P.S. The ground I have for believing that Castanos has beaten Dupont 
is, that I have read a copy of his dispatch to the Junta of Seville, pub- 
lished in the Coimbra gazette. Its purport is nearly what I have stated 
in my dispatch, excepting only that Dupont may have surrendered with 
his ai'my, and that the French force in the Sierra Morena, not engaged in 
the action of the 20th, may have capitulated, on condition of being sent 
to France by sea. I do not understand Portuguese well enough to say 
whether tliis is not the case, and somebody has taken away the gazette. 

2d P.S. You will observe that I have exceeded my authority in order- 
ing Spencer to draw for £100,000 upon England, and to advance that sum 
to the Junta at Seville; of which act I hope you will see the propriety, 
and that you will send me an approbation of it. I must mention, how- 
ever, that since I did it, I have heard that Sir H. Dalrymple had refused 
to advance them any money, although he hsid an authority. 

To Lieut. Col. Tronl. H.M.S. Donegal, Ist Aug. 1808. 

I have just received your letter of this day ; and I shall write to the 
Bishop in order to have it ascertained whether or not tlie Portuguese troops 
under Gen. Freire are to co-operate with me. If they should do so, I 
shall send you a project for the march combined with that of the British 
troops. 

You are mistaken in supposing that I shall march on Wednesday, or 
tliat any day is fixed for my march ; but I shall take care to give you due 
notice of it, and will beg you to communicate it to Gen. Freire, and to 
press him not to move forward until I shall be ready. The arms were 
sent on shore this day, and you shall have the 10,000 flints. I prefer the 
mares to the stallions for our cavalry. 

To thfl Juiz do Pova* at Pignoira. H.M.S. Donegal, 1st Aug. 1808. 

As a part of the troops under my command have landed, and their 
horses, and the mules and cattle belonging to the people of the country, 
which are with the camp, situated near the village of Lavos, are in want 
of grain and forage, I shall be much obliged to you if you will give 


* The magistrate in a Portuguese town. 
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directions that forage and grain may be collected at Lavos for the use of 
the cattle, and mules, and horses, for which the Commissary will pay. 

Memorandum for Uio Commissary General. H.M..S. Donegal, 1st Aug. ISOS. 

Ist. The troops will land with 4 days’ bread and 2 days’ meat; ami it 
will be necessaiy to keep up tliat supply at the village of Lavos, so that, 
when the army shall mai'cli, the troops may carry, each man, 4 days 
bread. 

2d. Besides this quantity of bread to he carried by the men themselves, 
a quantity, equal to 3 days’ consumption for 10,000 men, must be carried, 
if possible, on the backs of mules ; viz., 2 bags, or 224 lbs., on each 

mule; this will require 130 mules. 

3d. Besides these 7 days’ bread to move with the troops, the Lieut. 
General desires that 10 days’ bread, 5 days’ meat, and 10 days’ spirits, for 
10,000 men, should move from Lavos about the same time, by the carts 
of the country, to he formed into a depdl about 70 miles in advance. 
This will require 

Curts. 

Bread . . . • . 170 

101) 

Spirits • • • • . .77 

Total ... 307 

These carts must he levied, and wHTbe relieved at Leiria. 

4th. The Medical department will require 2 carts to marcli with tho 
army, carrying 24 bearers for wounded men, a cose of utensils, and a 
medicine chest. 

5th. Tlie artillery will require, to move with the army, 250 mules, each 
to carry 2000 rounds of musket ammunition. 

6th, The Q. M. Gen.’s department will require 30 mules to ciu-ry 
intrenching tools. 

7 til. The Commissary Gen. will make arrangements for supplying the 
troops at Lavos with bread, meat, spirits, and wood. 

8th. The Commissary Gen. will see in the G. 0. to what day the troops, 
as they disembark, will have bread and meat, and ho will provide accord- 
ingly for their subsistence. 

9th. The horses will land, each with 3 days’ forage and oats : provision 
must be made for them after the 3d inst. ; but as the demand must be 
small, it is concluded that the country will experience no difficulty in 
supplying their wants, and therefore no provision is made for carrying 
forward forage or oats. 

lOtli. The muleteers and carmen are to be provisioned from this date, 
and their cattle foraged. 

11th. Bread, &c. to be landed from the ships accordingly. 

Proclamation by the Commanders in Chief of HU Britannic Majesty’s Bami and .Sea 
Borces, employed to assist the loyal Inhabitants of the Kiiigilum of Portugal. 

Lavas, 2d Aiig 1 808. 

People of Portugal ! The time is arrived to rescue your country, and 
restore the government of your lawful Prince. 

His Britannic Majesty, our most gracious King and master, has, in 



PORTOGAL. 


49 


compliance with the wishes and ardent supplications for succour from all 
parts of Portugal, sent to your aid a British army, directed to co-operate 
with his fleet, already on your coast. 

The English soldiers, who land upon your shore, do so with every sen- 
timent of friendship, faith, and honor. 

The glorious struggle in which you ai-e engaged is for all that is dear to 
man, the protection of your wives and children ; the restoration of your 
lawful Prince ; the independence, nay, the very e.vistence of your king- 
dom ; and for the preservation of your holy religion. Objects like these 
can only be obtained by distinguished examples of fortitude and con- 
stancy. 

The noble struggle against the tyranny and usurpation of France will 
be Jointly maintained by Portugal, Spain, and England; and in contribu- 
ting to the success of a cause so just and glorious, the views of His 
Britannic Majesty are the same as those by which you are yourselves 
animated. 

Memoiandum for the Commissary General. Lavos, 8d Ang. 180S. 

Ist. The 130 mules allotted to carry three days’ bread for the army 
should be divided into three divisions, each consisting of 35 mules, and to 
be handed over to the Assist. Commissary attached to each of the brigades, 
the remaining 25 being handed over to the Commissary attached to head 
quarters. 

2d. The Assist. Commissaries are to be directed to give the muleteers 
each a ration of bread and meat daily, and to forage the mules. 

3d. The 250 mules for the ai'tillery must be mustered and set apart, 
and an Assist. Commissary must be appointed to take charge of them and 
forage them, and give rations to the drivers. 

4th. 12 of the best mules, now with tire array, to be selected for draft, 
and these will answer for the intrenching tools, instead of the 30 before 
ordered. These must be handed over to the chief Engineer, and the Com- 
missniy General uiust provide rations for the mules and muleteers. 

5th. A head muleteer, or capataz, to be appointed to superintend each 
division attached to the Assist. Commissaries of brigades, and to every 50 
of the mules attached to tlie artillery, for the carriage of musket ammuni- 
tion, and to the 100 mules ordered to be retained in the next article. 
These head muleteers, if not otherwise paid in the service, to receive one 
shilling per diem, besides rations. 

6th. 100 mules, with drivers, to he retained in cose of the arrival of 
reinforcements, and 1 50 carts, in addition to tliose ordered to be retained 
for particular service on the 1st inst. 

Ith. The mules and carts for the service being ascertained, the Com- 
missary Gen. should select them from the numbers now attending camp : 
he must put all the carts ordered on the 1st inst., and those and the mules 
ordered this day, in charge of an Assist. Commissary Gen., who will mus- 
ter them, forage the mules and cattle, and give rations of bread and meat 
to the drivers. 

8th. All the carts and mules above this number to be discharged. 

VOL. III. 
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9tli. A head driver must he appointed for every 50 carts, ordered by 
tlic Memorandum of the 1st inst., and by the 5th article of that of this 
day ; and if not already in the service, this man to bo paid one shilling; a 
day besides his ration. 

10th. The carts and mules must do all the duty of the army till they 
shall be required to perform the particular services allotted to them in the 
Memorandum of the 1st and of this day. 

To Col. Trant. 3il Aiiff. 180R. 

I received your letter of the 2d tliis morning. I shall bo perfectly 
satisfied if I can get 5000 regular troops and 2000 irregulars ; upon which 
subject I have bogged Col. Brown to communicate with the Bishop ; and 
1 am decidedly of opinion that it is necessary to watch the enemy’s move- 
ments from the northward, and upon the Douro, with the remaindor of the 
Portuguese troops that can bo collected ; for I acknowledge that I give no 
credit to the truth of the reported second or third Spanish victories at 
Benavente. 

It is very evident from your account that the Portuguese are not acou- 


[The G. 0. in Italics not in the Ocneml Orders Trom wlience tliis copy was made, nllliougli 
mentioned in the Index of them.] 

G, O. Laves, 3d Aug. ISOS. 

Relative to the turning out of the line, momting of guards, piquets, ^e. 

The order of battle of the army is to bo 2 deep, and us follows, beginning witli the right: 

Major Gen. Fetgnsou's brirode. { 

Brig. Gen. Callm Cranlbrd s ditto. 

Brig. Gen. Fane’s ditto, on Uie left. 

There is to be a howitzer and 3 pieces of camion attached to each of tho brigades of infantry. 
The 9 pounder Iirigado with that under Major Gen. Ferguson, and tlie remainder of the ar- 
tillery not allotted, will be in reserve. 

On marching days the piquets coming off duty will either be fixed previous to themarcli, 
and tbeir place in tho order of march will be stated in orders or they will not he fixed 
till the army shall have reached its ground. In the same manner the piquets coming off 
duty will either join tbeir re^ments, or follow the army os a rear guard, as will be dimeted 
in the orders for the march. 

When the army shall move ft'om its left, the 9Sth and 9th bait. COlh will lead the 
column in the ordinary course. When the army shall move from its rights the 05th and Stli 
batt, 60th must form tiie advanced guard, and lead tho column, from tho right of tho two 
corps with the howitzer and 6 pounders attaciied to Gen. Fane's brigade. 

The Lieut, General requests the General officers commanding brigades will, on all occa- 
sions of march and formation of the line of their respective brigades, place the light infantry 
companies belonging to the several regiments under their command in a separate corps 
under the command of a field officer. In the ordinary formation on parade, and in route 
marches, these corps of light infantry will he on the left of the brigade. In formation in 
front of the enemy they will be in front or in rear, according to circumstances ; and in the 
marches of columns to take op a position, they will be on the reverse flank of the column. 
The light infantry comjianies will, however, encamp, and do all duties with flie regiments. 

Tlie cavalry is to be in reserve; and its position, as well in the line as in the column of 
march, will be pointed out in the orders of the day. One suhidteni and 21) qieii iiiusi, liow- 
ever, be a piquet every day with a view of furnishing tlie necessary putroles, and keeping 
up tlie commuiilcatinii. 

Sentries to be relieved every hour daring the day. 

Order respecting fires in camp. 

The ration of a muleteer, or bullock driver, is to he I Hi. of bread and J lit. of meat per 
diem s that of a mule 10 His. of stiaw and ^ of on iilquiuv of barley or Indian corn ; that of 
a bullock 10 lbs. of straw of Indian corn. 
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lately informed even of the first action which was fought, not on the 12th, 
but the 14th July ; and not at Beiiavente, to which town the Spanish 
troops retreated, but at Rio Seoo. 

I think that it would be attended with good consequences if I could see 
Gen. Freire; and if you will settle a meeting with him, I will go over to 
Monte Mdr o Velho on any day, at any hour, he will fix. 

I understood that you did not want any ammunition for the Portuguese 
troops. 

Are the 75,000 rounds to be fixed at Leiria for them ? 

To Lntd Burglietsh. Lavos, 3d Aug. 1808. 

I received this morning your letter of yesterday, and your report is very 
satisfactory. I have heard this day that the infantry and artillery have 
nearly completed tlieir embarkation, and I hope we shall have everything 
on shore to-morrow. 

I should like much to have a report of the state of things at Viseu j - and 
I have nothing else for you to do here at present. If I should move before 
your return, which is not very probable, you can easily overtake me. 

I think that, if I can get 5000 good Portuguese troops and 2000 regu- 
lars, it is as much of that description as I should want ; more would only 
embarrass us , and I think it very desirable that we should have an eye to 
the cause of Douro. I suspect the truth of these second and third Spanish 
victories in the neighbourhood of Benavente, and I see clearly, that at all 
events, the intelligence respecting them, given to Col. Trant, is not 
correct j for he is mistaken respecting the date even of the first action, 
which took place on the 14th, and not on tlie 12th; and he says that a 
reinforcement came from Andalusia, which is the western kingdom of the 
Peninsula. 

The same reasons therefore which induced me to confine my requisition 
of Portuguese troops to 5000, and to recommend a collection of troops to 
watch the enemy’s movements from the northward, still exists. 

To Adm. Sir Charles Cotton, Bart. Lavos, 4th Aug. 1808. 

I have just had the honor of receiving your dispatches of the 29th and 
31st ult., by the Scout. 

In the letter which I had the honor of addressing to you on the 31st 
July, I requested that in case tlie fleet having on board the equipment for 
the heavy ordnance, or that having Gen. Spencer, or that having a rein- 
forcement from England, should arrive at the Tagus, you would order 
them to Figueira; and I conclude that you will have ordered the fleet of 
transports, having on board Gen. Spencer’s corps, to come here imme- 
diately. 

Upon a full consideration of all that passed between you and me upon 
the subject of disembarkations to be made in the bay of Lisbon, or to the 
northward, and in the neighbourhood of the Rock, I was convinced that it 
was a very hazardous undertaking for tliose who should attempt it, as well 
as for those who should depend upon die assistance and co-operation of the 
troops intended to be disembarked in that quai’ter. 

u 2 
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In respect to a disemliarlsation in tlie country sontli of the Tagus, it ap- 
peared to me to he a division of our force, likely to he attended with had 
consequences to one, if not to both of our divisions j a7id Ihorcforo, ui)on 
the whole, I thought it better to concentrate our force at the earliest pos- 
sible period, and to land the whole hero, as being in every respect the most 
convenient landing place, and the most eligible spot from which to pro- 
ceed to the attack of the enemy’s force in Portugal. On this ground, I 
requested you to send Gen. Spencer here, and in expectation of liis arrival, 
I have disembarked my own corps, and wait only for his junction to com- 
mence my operations. I am fully aware of the advantage to be derived by 
diverting the enemy’s attention to the Bay of Lisbon, during ray advance 
towards that city ; and, accordingly, I propose to send a battalion to tlie 
fleet, which is not very capable of making an active march, but may enable 
you, with the assistance of the marines of the fleet, to make a very season- 
able diversion in my favor. 

I had hoard a report that a detachment of the French army had crossed 
the Tagus, and I entertained some apprehensions for the fate of the Spanish 
detachment at Alentejo j and I am now happy to find, from such good au- 
tliority, that it has returned northward. 


To Lieut. Col. Btovn. Lavos, Aug. 1808. 

I have just received your letter of the 3d, and am much obliged to you 
for the exertions you have made to procure the mules for us ; if you can 
get 118 100, that number will, I imagine, be sufiSoient. 

I shall he very glad to see you and Mr. Walsh here as soon as you can 
come over. I expect Geii. Spencer with his corps evoiy moment, and I 
propose to march as soon as he shall arrive. 

We shall be much distressed for the want of about 150 draft mules, to 
complete the draft of Gen. Spencer’s artillery, which I was in hopes I 
should have had from the 500 which I expected Mr. Walsh would have 
purchased for me. Can he, or you, or the Portuguese Commander in Chief 
do any thing to assist us in this way P Are there no draft mules left in tlie 
country ? 

I am obliged to you for my chaise and cart, which I request you to send 
over as soon as you can. The Bishop must, however, receive payment for 
them. Tell Col. Trant that I do not write to him, as I have nothing par- 
ticular to say. I have received from Sir 0. Cotton, and from Seville, the 
oflScial accounts of Castafios’ victory. The French, who had crossed tlie 
Tagus on the 26th, had retired again to this side of tlie river before the 
31st. You may tell the gentlemen at Coimbra, and the Bishop, that this 
is certain. 

To Lord Buigherah. Liivos, 6tli Aug. 1808. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 4th inst. 

The difficulties and inconveniences attending the state of the arms of 
the Portuguese troops will, I hope, bo removed entirely as soon ns they 
will receive the English arms wliichlhave sent to them, and some nmiiiu- 
nition. I am obliged to you for your routes : one of them, that of the 
left column, is tlie best road of the three; but I am afraid that we shall 
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not be able to use it, as in one veiy important part of it there is no com- 
munication between that road and the otliera on its right. 

Loison has returned across the Tagus ; the situation of my friends, the 
Spaniards, gave me some uneasiness when I heard that he had passed. 

Spencer has arrived, and his corps will probably be here to-inorrow. 
You had better return, therefore, as I shall march as soon as they will be 
on shore. 

To Lieut. Col. Trant. Lavos, 9th Aug. 1808. 

I received your letter of the 5th at 3 this morning. I shall meet Gen. 
Freire at Monte M6r, at 12 to-morrow. 

I was apprehensive that the Spaniards in Alentejo would suifer, when I 
heard that tlie French detachment had crossed the Tagus ; but I was in 
hopes that tliey had not time to effect any thing of importance, when I 
heard they had returned before the 31st. I hope now that the Spaniards 
retreated in good time, and that they have lost only tlieir rear guard. 

There is nothing so foolish as to push these half disciplined troops for- 
ward ; for the certain consequence must be, either their early and preci- 
pitate retreat, if the enemy should advance, or their certain destruction. 
I am determined not to move a man of my army till I am fully prepared 
to support any detachment I may send forward ; and for tliis reason I ob- 
ject to send any troops to Leiria, in answer to various applications which 


[The G. O. in Italics not in the General Orders from whence this copy was made, 
although meutioued iu the Index of them.] 

G. O. Lives, Btli Aug. IBOS. 

Soldiers not to go heyond the limits of the camp, soithovd a pass signed iy the command- 
ing officer of the regiment. 

Oullgitig pignete ami outposts not to turn out, iy leay of compliment, unless ordered. 

Cajit. Jarvis, D. A. A. G., rriil take charge of all deserters wlio have or may hereafter 
come in from the enemy. The Dep. Commissary Gen. will issue pay and rations to the 
people according to a weekly return, which Capt. Jarvis will present to him for that pur- 
pose ; and one of die Commissary Gem's department will muster the men under liis command 
on the SItli of each month, agreeably to the form established for the British service. 

G, O. Parole. Battle. Laves, eih Aug. teas. 

His Majesty has been graciously pleased to appoint the undermentioned officers to save 
on the stau of the forces under the command of the Rt. Hoii. Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wel- 
lesley from the 14tli June last inclusive: 

Major Gens. Spencer, Hill, and Ferguson. 

Brig. Gens. Nightingall, Fane, and Catlin Cmufuid, 

("The names of the officers of the general staf here follow.) 

Officers commanding corjis and detachments will immediately scud in all carts, now in 
their possession, belonging to die Commissary General’s departmenl;, to his depSt at Lavas, 
where diey are to remain. 

Three days’ bread and 3 days’ forage will be issued to-morrow at daylight ; the former 
from the Assist. Commissaries of brigades, and the latter from the Commissariat dep&t at 
loivas from the 9th iiist. inclusive. Half a pint of wine will be issued this evening at 6 
o’clock by the Assist. Commissaries of brigades. 

Weekly states of brigades, and corps not brigaded, will besentin fnturetodieI).A.G.’s 
office every Monday morning at 8 o’clock. 

The following orderlies to be furnished, till fuidier orders, by die 30th light dragoons : 


Lieut. Gen. commaiuliug .... 3 

Major Gen. Spencer ..... 3 

General officers, each ..... I 

H. A. Gen. .......1 

D. Q, M. Gen. ...... 1 
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have been made to me by a Portuguese Commissary, who has applied for 
protection, being, as he says, employed to collect supplies for the British 
troops, and which will probably fall iuto the hands of the enemy, if he 
should not be supported, 

I have uniformly objected to sending any detachment or any person 
forward till I should be enabled effectually to protect them ; and I should 
have sent on in ample time to secure everything for the army that it could 
require, or that Leiria could afford. It is unfortunate, therefore, that 
this gentleman has been sent forward, particularly if the consequence 
should be the loss of the supplies which Leiria might otherwise have 
afforded. 

To Adm. Sir C. Cotton, Bart. Lnvos, (itii Aug. 1808, 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 2d, by tlie Nau- 
tilvs, which brought Gen. Spencer, and arrived here the day before yes- 
terday. His troops are now coming in. They will land to-morrow, I 
hope, and I shall begin my march immediately. 

I am very much obliged to you for leaving the Alfred with us, I 
shall give Capt. Bligh the plan of our marches, and shall arrange with 
him for our communication, from which I hope not only to derive some 
advantage in the way of subsistence, but to communicate to you intelligence 
of our movements. I propose besides to have daily communication by mes- 
sengers with Capt. Malcolm, at Figueira, until he shall move from hence. 

I sent my letters to England by the Blossom, which will have reached 
you. The Crocodile is still here ; and I thought it best to refrain from 
asking Capt. Malcolm to send her till I should find it absolutely necessary, 
which has not been the case yet, as vessels have been going down every day. 

I am much obliged to you for ordering the ordnance vessels to join us. 

Your friends from are still here. The arms which I propose 

giving them are those which the Portuguese troops will give up when 
they shall have received their new arms, and they are not yet arrived from 
Coimbra. They are perfectly satisfied with their arms, which, I under- 
■ stand, are serviceable. But if, when they shall aiuive, I sliould find they 
are not so, 1 propose giving them 500 stands of new arms. They were a 
little alarmed when they heard that the French had crossed the Tagus, 
and I have not seen them since I heard from you that they had returned 
again. 

P.S. I have written to you officially respecting the proclamation, in 


rt o . Lavos, GBi Ang. 1808. 

Major Gm. Spmem s co™ being expected, tlie following ragimenU will, in the morning, 
more out of tto tents, and keep themselves in tlie jjosition which will bo pointed out to 

40th, 91at, and d.lth regte. 

.j- u j t’’® "'4 30th i the eOlh the tents 

™ the Gth and 32nd those of the 40th and 01st regfs, 

pil the arrival of tlie regiments ordered to occupy the tents, small guards of those which 
Will leave them must remain in charge of them. 

The corps which are to hut, will apply at 6 o’clock this evening to tlic D. Q. M. G.. 

w regiment. Commanding 

otilcers are reaucated to give particular directions that these bill hooks may not be lost or 
damaged, as (te trooiis will require them in their future operations. 
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which I have rtiade only a verbal alteration, and I have had a belter trans- 
lation made of it. 

To Adm. Sir C. Cotton, Bait, Lavos, 6th Aug, 1803. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter, in which you have en- 
closed the draft of a proclamation which, in your opinion, ought to be 
published to the Portuguese nation upon the commencement of the mili- 
tary operations. As I concur entirely in opinion with you, I have afGxed 
your name and my own to a copy of i3ub proclamation, and have directed 
that it may be published at Coimbra. I shall circulate it in the country, 
and send a certain number of copies to you. 

To Brig. Gen. Aclaiid, &o., commanding coijis aniving on the coast of Portugal. 

Ijaras, 7th Aug. 1808. 

Having been informed by a dispatch from the Sec. of State, dated 15th 


Iatob* Tth Aug. 1S08. 

Major Gen. Spencer's corps having joined the army, the regiments will be brigaded as 
follows, from the right ; 

Major Gen. Hill. 


1st brigade 


3d brigade 


fith brigade 


4th brigade | 

2d brigade < 

6tb, or light 
brigade 


5th regt. 

9th 

38th .. 

30tli regt. 

82d .. 

45th regt. 

doth .. 
gut .. 

6th regt. 

326 .. 

30tli regt. 

40th .. 

7Ut .. 

3d bait. 9Sth. 
5th batt. 60th. 


I 91 


^ Brigade Major Fordyce. 

Assist, Commissary Capt, Hamilton, 
Brig. Ge 2 ), Nightingall. 

Brig. Major Stewart. _ 

Assist. Commissary Lieut, Nelson. 
Brig. Geii. Catlin Ciaufurd. 

Brigade Major Blnir. 

Assist. Commissary Aylmer. 

Brig. Gen. Bowes. 

Brigade Major Butler. 

Assist. Commissary Turton. 

Major Gen. Ferguson. 

Brigade Major Talbot. 

Assist. Commissary Dillon. 

Brig. Gen. Fane. 

Brig. Miyor M'N'eil. 

Assist. Commissary Isimont. 


The foregoing will be the general formation of the brigades in one line, excepting that the 
light brigade will be ordered to talie post in front or in rear, or on either flank, accoi-diiig to 
circumstances. The cavalry will be in reserve, and posted os may be necessary. A half 
brigade of aiiillery will be attached to eacli brigade of nifaufry. Howitzers will be attached 
to the 1st, 2d, flth, and 6th brigades, and the 9 pounder brigade will be in reserve. 

Major Gen. Spencer being second in command, is not to be put on duty as a General 
oQicer. The Lieut. General requests that he will give such orders to the trooiis, from time 
to time, os he may judge necessary, repotting them to the Lieut. General when he finds it 
canvenient ; and tlie Major General’s orders are at all times to he obeyed, olthough they 
may be contradictory to those previously issued by die Lieut. Generol. Capt. Bradford, 
D. A. A. G., is attached to Major Gen. Spencer. 

Brig. Gen, Bowes, on die staff of the troops at Oibraltoi', being la-asent with the ormy, 
will command the 4th brigade till further orders. 

Capt. Hamilton of the 6th regt., Lieut. Nelson of the 40th, and Comet '^on of the 
6th dragoons, are appointed to act as assistants in die Commissary General’s department 
until further orders, and they will report themselves to D. C. Gen. Pipon. 

Sen. Major Soates, of the 6th regt., is appointed Dep. Provost Marshal of the army. 

Estimates of subsistence, to the 24th iust. indusive, will be made out immediately by 
the difl’erent corps not yet paid up to that period, and they are to be sent in to the Dep. 
Paymaster General as soon as he arrives. 

Half a pint of, wine to bo issued to tho troops this evening at 6 o'clock. 

The light brigade and artillery attached to it to receive one day's salt provisions at ^ 
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July, that you were ordered to proceed from England to join the army 
under my command, I beg that, upon the receipt of this letter, you will 
proceed along the coast of Portugal till you shall join the Alfred, Capt. 
Bligh, with a convoy, which ship will attend the movements of the army j 
and you will receive from Capt. Bligh instructions to guide your future 
operations. 

To Vise. Casflereagh. Lavps, 8tli Aiig. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you that Major Gen. Spencer arrived in 
Mondego hay on the night of the 5th inst., and was followed by a part of 
the corps under his command on the 6th, and the remainder on the 7th, 
and the whole have been disembai-ked in the course of yesterday and this 
day. The General had determined to embark, in obedience to your Lord- 
ship's instructions of the 30th June, on the 21st July, when he received 
intelligence of the defeat of Dupont, and he consequently had not seen my 
instructions to him of the 26th July, copies of which I transmitted to 
your Lordship in my last letter. 

I have received your Lordship's letter of the 21st July ; and I had 
already requested the Captains commanding H. M. ships off Cape Pinis- 
terre to communicate to all -vessels and convoys coming from England 
that the army under niy command was landing in Mondego hay. 

I propose to commence my march on the day after to-morrow, and I 
have the honor to enclose tlie copy of a letter, which I have loft here to 
he delivered to Sir H. Burrard, in which I have communicated to him tlie 
state of affairs in Spain and Portugal, as far as I have hem\ able to obtain 
a knowledge of them. I have sent a copy of tliis letter to Sir H. Dal- 
rymple. 


To the Duke of Riohmond. Cnrop at Lavoe, 8fli Aug. 1808. 

Since I wrote to you last Gen. Spencer has joined me, on the 6th and 
7th, and his corps have landed yesterday and tJiis day. My advanced 
guard will move to-morrow, and the army on the 10th. The enemy is 
nearly in the situation in wliich he was. He has a corps of about 2000 men 
in my front ; and he has sent a corps of 4000 or 5000 men across the Tagus 
into Alenlejo, apparently with an intention to open his communication 


early hour to-day, md to cook it this evening, and to keep it; and all the ttflojis to receive 
one day's salt provisions to'-morrow from the Assist. Commissaries of brigades. 

A General Court Martial to assemble at 8 o’clock to-morrow moniiug at Major Av- 
bnttuiots quarters, neat bead quarters, for the trial of auoh prisoners us drallbe ordered 
before it. 

Major Gen. Hill, President 

Six field officers, and 6 captains, to be furnished by the let, 2d, and 0th brigades. 

Capt. Jarvis, D. A. A. G., to officiate as Dep. Judge Advocate, to whom tlie names an I 
imifcs of the members of the Court, with a liet of the evidences, must he sent in the course 
of this atlemoon to Major Arbuthnot’s quarters. 


■ r I , - 1.IIVOB, 7lll Aug. 1808, 

Ail carte md mules belonging to the Commissariot, in possession of any of tlio corns to 
to the Commissary’s liepftt, at Lavos, in compliance with the iiiors 
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with Spain, and to suppress the commotion in the Portuguese province of 
Alentejo, and to drive out 2000 or 3000 Spanish troops which had advanced 
from Spanish Estremadura. He will not succeed in opening a communi- 
cation witli Spain ; and if he does not look sharp, I shall he at Lisbon 
before that detachment can return. 


To Lieut Gen. Sir H. Buiranl, Bart. Lavos, 8th Aug. 1808. 

Having received instructions from the Sec. of State, that you were likely 
to arrive on the coast of Portugal with a corps of 10,000 men, lately em- 
ployed in the north of Europe under the orders of Sir J. Moore, 1 now 
submit to you such information as I have received regarding the general 
state of the war in Portugal and Spain, and the plan of operations which 
I am about to carry into execution, in obedience to the orders of the Sec. 
of State. 

The enemy’s force at present in Portugal consists, as far as I am able to 
form an opinion, of from 16,000 to 18,000 men, of which number there 
are about 500 in the Port of Almeida, about the same number in Elvas, 
about 600 or 800 at Peniche, and 1600 or 1800 in the province of Alen- 
tejo, at Setuval, &c. j the remainder are disposable for the defence of 
Lisbon, and are in the forts of St. Julian and Cascaes, in the batteries 
along the coast as far as the Bock of Lisbon, and in the old citadel of Lis- 
bon, to wluch the enemy have lately added some works. 

Of die force disposable for the defence of Lisbon, the enemy have 
lately detached a corps of about 2000 men under Gen. Thomifere, prin- 
cipally, I believe, to watch my movements, which corps is now at AIco- 


G, O. Lavos, Bill Aug. 1808. 

Brig. Gen. Fane’s brigade, with the artillery attached to it, and a captain’s detachment 
uf 50 men of the SOtJi light dragoons, to moi'chin the morning, carrying i days’ bread, and 
one day’s meat cooked. They will this day receive 3 days’ bread, and forage to the 12tb 
inst inclusive. 

’Whenever the troops are ordered to march, they are to receive one day’s meat as soon as 
possible after the order is issued, which is to be cooked immediately, and carried by the 
men on the following day. 

The Lieut. General requests the commanding officers of regiments to pay the moat strict 
attention in carrying into execution, at the earliest possible period, all orders tiiat are issued, 
particularly those respecting jirovisicns. 'Die consequences of inattention to this point must 
tie, as no other arrangement can afterwards be made, that the men will be without provi- 
sions, as was the case yesterday with the 83ud legt. The provisions for this corps, which 
according lo the orders ought to have been carried by tlie men in their havresacks, were sent 
in a separate boat witli a guard, which could not arrive at Isivos till 4 this morning. 

The Lieut. General is also under the necessity of drawing the attention of the officers of the 
army to an order twice issued to send to the Commissary's dep6t all carts knd mules detained 
in camp. He now requests the General officers commanding brigades will send round the 
lines, and cause all carts, not absolutely hired by individuals, to be sent to the Commissary’s 
dqiOt in charge of a guard. As there are also several of the public mules detained in camp 
by officers, the Lieut. General hopes tliose who have them will send them back/orfAwiVA. 

The practice of pressing carts and mules is positively forbid. If carts are wanted Ibr 
any service, application must be made for them to the Commissary General ; and if the 
public service will admit of it, the individuals applying will be accommodated os far as 
miw be possible. 

The captains of companies of the corps lately joined with Major Gen. Spenoer,_will im- 
mediately provide mules for the conveyance of the camp kettles of their respective com- 
panies. 

Half apint of wine per man to be issued at 6 o’clock this evening by tlic resiicciive Com- 
m issories of brigades. 
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taga; aud another corps, of 4000 men, under Gen. Loison, was sent across 
the Tagus into Alentejo, on the 26th of last montli : the object of vvliich 
detachment was to disperse the Portuguese insurgents in that quarter ; to 
force the Spanish corps, consisting of shout 2000 men, which had ad- 
vanced into Portugal as far as Evora from Estremadura, to retire; and thus 
to be enabled to add, to the force destined for the defence of Lisbon, the 
coips of French troops which had been stationed at Setuval and in tho 
province of Alentejo. At all events, Loison’a corps will return to Lisbon, 
and the French corps disposable for the defence of that place will pro- 
bably be about 14,000 men, of which at least 3000 must be left in tho 
garrison and forts on the coast and in the river. 

The French army under Dupont in Andalusia surrendered, on tho 20th 
of last month, to the Spanish army under the command of Gen. Caatailos ; 
so that there are now no French troops in the south of Spain. 

The Spanish army of Galicia and Castille, to the northward, received a 
check at Rio Seco, in the province of Valladolid, on the 14th July, from 
a French corps supposed to be under the command of Gen. Bessiferes, 
which had advanced from Burgos. 

The Spanish troops retired on the 15th to Benavente, and I understand 
there has since been an affair between the advanced posts in that neigh- 
bourhood; but I am not certain of it, nor am I acquainted with the posi- 
tion of the Spanish army, or of that of the French, since the 14th July, 
When you shall have been a short time in this country, and shall have 
observed the degree to which the deficiency of real information is supplied 


A. Os Ltivoa, 8t}i Aciff. 1809. 

Each staff surgeon must provide himself, without delay, with a sufllcieiit horse or mule 
to he employed solely for carrying the surgical field equipment, for wliich a sum, not 
ceeding £18, will be allowed to every surgeon actually in possession of a mule or horse for 
tho above purpose, and also Is. fid. per diem will be allowed each staff surgeon for the hire 
of a native, as a b&tman, so long as ne may be actually employed.^ Hospital mates will be 
allowed Is. per diem for the hire of a native, os a servant, to bo paid qiiarteiiy by the Com'* 
missary General, on a return cerdfled by the head of the medical department, according to 
tho following form : 


Hetum of servants, not soldiers, employed by tlie undermentioned Staff surgeons and Hos- 
pital mates, from 2dth June to 24tb Sept. 1808, inclusive. 


Name. 

Ckiuntiy. 

Per 

ffom 

l0(l| 

to 

"With whom 
•crTing. 

Number of 
days. 

Amount at per diem. 
t, rf. 


i 



1 

1 


1 


' Commanding officers of regiments and detachments are requested to report in the course 
of this day, to the D. A. G., the number of men incapable of marching on account of 
sicKncss. 

A mule will be sent to the quarter master of each regiment by the Commissary Gonrral 
for the purpose of carrying the bill hoolcs delivered to the corps. This mule will march 
with the regiment, and is not to be employed for any other purpose. The quarter master 
will receive directions from the Commissary General respecting the payment of the mule- 
teer, and forage for the mule. 

Taggart will land as soon as possible with the detachment of tlio Irish Comuns- 
sanat wage^ns under his command, and march forthwith to tlic village of Tjavos, where lie 
will report himself to the D. C, G, This detachment will bring on shore 4 days' bread and 
2 days’ meat, cooked, and adlierc strictly to the General Orders issued to tlio troops already 
landed respechng the men's necessaries, &c. 
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by the circulation of unfounded reports, you will not be surprised at ray 
want of accurate knowledge upon these subjects. 

It is, however, certain that nothing of importance has occurred in that 
quarter since the 14th July, and from this cireumatance I conclude that 
Idle corps of Marshal Bessi^res attacked the Spanish array at Eio Scco, 
solely with a view to cover the mai-ch of King Joseph Bonaparte to 
Madrid, where ho arrived on tire 21et July. 

Besides the defeat in Andalusia, the enemy, as you may probably have 
heard, have been beaten off in an attack upon Zaragoza, in Aragon ; in 
another upon the city of Valencia (in both of which actions it is said that 
tliey have lost many men) ; and it is reported, that in Catalonia two of 
their detachments have been cut off, and that they have lost the Fort of 
Figueras in the Pyrenees, and that Barcelona is blockaded : of these last 
mentioned actions and operations I have seen no official accounts, but the 
report of them is generally circulated and believed. At all events, 
whether these reports are founded or otherwise, it is obvious that the in- 
surrection against the French is general throughont Spain ; that large 
bodies of Spaniards are in arms (among others, in particular, an army of 

20.000 men, including 4000 cavalry, at Almaroz, on the Tagus, in Estre- 
madura) ; that the French cannot carry on their operations by means of 
small corps. I should imagine from their inactivity, and from the mis- 
fortunes they have suffered, that they have not the means of collecting a 
force sufficiently large to oppose the progress of the insurrection and the 
efforts of the insurgents, and to afford support to their different detached 
corps j or that they find they cannot carry on their operations, with 
armies so numerous os they must find it necessary to employ, without 
magazines. 

In respect to Portugal, the whole Kingdom, with the exception of the 
neighbourhood of Lisbon, is in a state of insurrection against the French ; 
their means of resistance are, however, less powerful than those of the 
Spaniards. Their troops have been completely dispersed, their officers 
had gone off to Brazil, and their arsenals pillaged, or in the power of the 
enemy. Their revolt, under the circumstances in which it has token 
place, is still more extraordinary than that of the Spanish nation. The 
Portuguese may have, in the northern parts of tlie Kingdom, about 

10.000 men in arms, of which number 5000 are to march with me 
towards Lisbon j the remainder, with a Spanish detachment of about 1500 
men, which came from Galicia, are employed in a distant blockade of 
Almeida, and in the protection of Oporto, which is at present the seat of 
government. The insurrection is general throughout Alentejo, and Al- 
garve to the southward, and Entre Minho e Douro, and Tras os Montes, 
and Beira, to the northward ; but for want of arms ihe people can do 
nothing against the enemy. 

Having consulted Sir C. Cotton, it appeared to him and to me, that the 
attack proposed upon Cascaes Bay was impracticable, because the hay is 
well defended by tlio Fort of Cascaes, and the other works constructed for 
its defence, and the ships of war could not approach sufficiently near to 
silence them. The landing in the Pa^o d’ Arcos in the Tagus could not 
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be effected witbout silencing Fort St. Julian, whicli appeared to be im- 
practicable to those who were to cai-ry that operation into execution. 

There arc small bays within, and others to the northward of the Rock 
of Lisbon, which might admit of landing troops ; but they are all defended 
by works which must first have been silenced : they are of small extent, 
and but few men could have landed at the same time : there is always a 
surf on them, which affects the facility of landing at different times so 
materially, as to render it very doubtful whether the troops first landed 
could be supported in sufiicient time by the others; and whether the 
horses for the artillery and cavalry, and the necessary stores ami provisions, 
could be landed at all. These inconveniences attending a landing in any 
of tlie bays near the Rook of Lisbon would have been aggravated by the 
neighboorhood of the enemy to tlie landing place, and by the exhausted 
state of the country in which the troops would have been landed. 

It was obviously the best plan, therefore, to land in the northern parts 
of Portugal, and I fixed upon Mondego bay, as the nearest place which 
afforded any facility for landing excepting Peniche ; the landing place of 
which peninsula is defended by a fort occupied by the enemy, which it 
would be necessaiy to attack regularly, in order to place tlie ships in safety. 
A landing to the northwai-d was further recommended, as it would insiiro 
the co-operation of the Portuguese troops on the expedition to Lisbon. 
The whole of the corps placed under my command, including those under 
the command of Gon. Spencer, having landed, I propose to march on 
Wednesday. I shall take the road by Alcobaqa and Obidos, with a view to 
keep up ray communication by the sea coast, and to examine the situation 
of Peniche ; and I shall proceed towards Lisbon by tlie route of Mafm, 
and by tlie hills to the northward of that city. 

As I understood from the Sec. of State tliat a body of troops under the 
command of Brig. Gen. Aoland may he expected on the coast of Portugal 
before you will arrive, I have written to desire that ho will proceed from 
hence along tlie coast of Portugal to the southward ; and I propose to cora- 
muuicate with him hy the means of Capt. Bligh, of tlio Alfred, who will 
attend the movements of the army, with a few transports, having on board 
provisions and military stores. I intend to order Brig. Gen. Aeland to 
attack Peniche, if I should find it necessary to obtain possession of that 
place; and if not, I propose to order him to join the fleet stationed off the 
Tagus, with a view to disemhaik in one of the hays near the Rock of 
Lisbon, as soon as I shall approach suflBciently near to enable him to per- 
form that operation. 

If I imagined that Gen. Acland’s corps was equipped in such a manner 
as to be enabled to move from the coast, I should have directed him to 
land at Mondego, and to march upon Santarem, from which situation he 
would have been at hand either to assist my operations or to cut off the 
retreat of the enemy, if he should endeavor to make it either hy the north 
of the Tagus and Almeida, or by the south of the Tagus ami Elvas. But 
as I am convinced tliat Gen. Acland’s corps is intended to form part of 
some other corps, which is provided with a commissariat ; tliat ho will 
have none with him ; and, consequently, that his corps must depoml upon 
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the coratry ; and as no reliance can be placed upon the resources of this 
country, I have considered it best to direct the General’s attention to the 
sea coast. If, however, the command of the army remained in my hands, 

I should certainly land the corps which has been lately under the com- 
mand of Sir J. Moore at Mondego, and should move it upon Santarem." 

I have tlie honor to enclose a return of the troops under my command, 
and the copy of a letter which I have written to Capt. Malcolm, of the 
Doneffcd, in which the mode of disposing the transports is stated. 

To Lieut. Col. Rehc, R.A. Lavos, Stli Aug. 1808, , 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tliis date, 
representing the inadequacy of the assistance in the Civil department of 
tlie Ordnance witli which you have been provided for this service j the 
same being only one clerk of stores, who is also Paymaster, and 5 con- 
ductors of stores, 2 of whom have never yet joined. 

I have to acquaint you, in reply thereto, that although I fully concur 
with you in considering the establishment insufScient for the performance 
of all the duties required of it, yet I do not consider myself warranted in 
giving my authority for the increase of the same, or of granting any allow- 
ance to persons holding the temporary appointments in the Ordnance de- 
partment, until the sanction of the Board be obtained. It is, therefore, 
not in my power to make the appointment pro tempore, specified in the 
scale annexed to your letter. 

I have likewise to acquaint you, in reply to your letter of this date, re- 
specting the appointment of a Brigade Major, in consequence of the junc- 
tion of the two detachments, by the arrival of Major Gen. Spencer’s corps, 
that however the extension of your duties may render the aseistanoe of 
such a Stalf officer necessary, I have it not in my power to make the ap- 
pointment, nor to issue allowance to any officer acting in that capacity, 
witliout the concurrence of the Board of Ordnance. 


To Capt. Malcolm, H.M.S. Donegal. Lavos, 8tb Aug. IBOS. 

The following appears to he the result of the conference which I had 
with you this morning, respecting the future disposition of the fleet of 
transports for the convenience and benefit of the service. 

That the ships stated in the margin shall sail under convoy of H. M. S. 
Alfred, on the day that the army shall march from this place. I shall 
communicate to Capt. Bligh the project of the march of the army, and 
shall request of him to bring to an anchor off the places in the neighbour- 
hood of which we may be on the different days, in order that (if we should 
require it) we may communicate with him. 

That such of the ti-ansports as may be, in your opinion, capable of keep- 
ing the sea should remain with you at anchor, or otherwise off tlie Mon- 
dego ; and that all the remamder should be ordered into Oporto or the 
Mondego. I beg of you to let me know the names and numbers of each, 
and their contents. It would be desirable that an officer should be left 
with each division, to facilitate getting the ships out of these harbours in 
case an enemy should approach. 

That measures should be adopted for giving the Veteran battalion more 
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space ; and that in Euldition to the ships in which that corps is now em- 
barked, 3 of the ships allotted to Uie 6th rogt. should be given to them, 
and I beg that you will let me know their names. This regiment is then 
to be sent to Ijie fleet off the Tagus, and it is desirable that the officer who 
shall take them under his convoy should keep as near to tlie coast as may 
be possible. 

I shall establish a daily communication with you, and shall let you know 
regularly my progress ; from which you will be enabled to judge, accord- 
ing to circumstances, when it may be necessary for you to move from 
^ Mondegobay. 

To Viset. Castlereigh. Laves, 8tli Aug. 1808, 

My dispatch contains the fullest information upon every subject, and I 
have nothing to add to it. I have had the greatest difficulty in organising 
my commissariat for the march, and tliat department is very incompetent, 
notwithstanding the arrangements which I made with Huskisson upon the 
subject. This department deserves your serious attention. The existence 
of die array depends upon it, and yet the people who manage it are inca- 
pable of managing anything out of a counting house. 

I shall be obliged to leave Spencer’s guns behind for want of means of 
moving them ; and I should have been obliged to leave my own, if it 
were not for the horses of the Irish Commissariat. Let nobody ever pre- 
vail upon you to send a corps to any part of Europe without horses to 
draw their guns. It is not true that horses lose their condition at sea. 

.1 have just heard that Joseph Buonaparte left Madrid for Franco, ac- 
companied by all the French, on the 29th of lost month. 

I have received your private letter of the 21st July, for which I am 
much obliged to you. I shall he the junior of the Lieut. Generals j how- 
ever, I am ready to serve the government wherever and os they please. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Daitymplc. Lavos, StU Aug. 1808. 

I have been apprised by the Sec. of State that His Majesty has been 
pleased to appoint you to command his troops employed in this part of 
Europe, and it becomes my duty to make you acquainted with the situa- 
tion of affairs in Portugal. 

In order to perform this duty in the best manner in my power, I have 
the honor to enclose the copy of a letter and of its enclosures, which 1 
have written to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrnrd, who is expected to arrive on 
the coast of Portugal to command a corps of troops. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir E. Daliymple. Lavos, 8tl> Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you that when I commanded His Majesty’s 
troops employed in this part of lie world, I deemed it proper to authorise 
and direct Major Gen. Spencer, who was at that time, as I imagined, at or 
near Cadiz, to draw upon the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Trea- 
sury for the sum of £100,000, and to advance that sum to such persons as 
the Junta of Seville shall appoint to receive it. 

I gave these directions in consequence of the impression I received from 
Major Gen. Spencer by letter, and verbally by Capt. Cooke, A. A. Gon., 



PORTUGAL. 


63 


of the great distress to which the Junta of Seville were reduced; and 
from a knowledge which I had, that His Majesty would he disposed to 
relieve that distress by an advance of money, from what he had been gra- 
ciously pleased to do in respect of the Junta of Galicia. I desired Gen. 
Spencer to apprise, by letter, the person who I thought it likely would be 
sent from England with money for the use of the Junta of Seville, that 
he had made this advance, and to request him to send£l 00,000 of the mo- 
■j\ey with which he might be charged to Portugal for the use of the army. 
Major Gen. Spencer left the coast of Spain before he received these in- 
structions, and, consequently, the Junta of Seville did not receive the aid 
which I had intended to afford them ; and I now apprise you of these cir- 
cumstances, in order that you may adopt such measures in respect to them 
as you may think proper. 

I apprised the Sec. of State, in a letter which I addressed to him on the 
1st Aug., that I had given Gen. Spencer the directions to which I have 
above referred. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Lavos, Stli Aug. 1806. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 16th 
and 24th July, for which I am much obliged to you. Major Gen. Spencer 
arrived in Mondego bay on Friday the 5th, and a part of his corps fol- 
lowed him on the 6th. They were disembarked yesterday and this day ; 
but I am sorry to say, that we have not been joined by the detachment of 
artillery and ordnance which you stated, in your letter of the 24th, that 
you had directed to join us. 

Memorandum for the march of the brigade commanded by Brig. Gen. Fane. 

Lavos, 8th Aug. 1808. 

Major Gen. Fane will be pleased to march to-morrow morning at 3 
o’clock with the brigade under his command (60th regt., 95th regt., 50 
dragoons, and detachment of Hoyal artillery), and take his post in front of 
St. Giao. Capt* Douglas, A. Q. M. G., will point out the ground. Capt. 
Gower will attend the column from the camp to show the road. In the 
evening he will be pleased to push forward some dragoons, with a detach- 
ment of 200 infantry, as far as may be judged expedient; and should 
intelligence be received that the enemy are not at Leiria or in the neigh- 
bourhood, Gen. Fane will cause the town of Leiria to be occupied by this 
detachment either to-morrow evening or on Wednesday morning. Should 
he find that tlie enemy are in any force at or in the neighbourhood of 
Leiria, he will withdraw the detachment and remain in front of St Giao 
until he receives orders from Sir A. Wellesley, to whom he will transmit 
the earliest intelligence he may obtain. 

Brig. Gen. Fane will be pleased to cause a detachment to remain in 
camp to deliver over the camp equipage of the 60th and 95th regts. to the 
storekeeper, who will be on the ground at 3 o’clock, a.m. to receive it. 
The tents are to be packed up in bales I'eady for embarkation, with the 
number on each bale marked on the outside, and they are to be packed on 
the waggons by tlie detachments of the regiments. 

An Assist. Commissary will attend tlie brigade to supply provisions. 
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He will also make every inquiry respocling the resources which the army 
may be likely to find at and near Leiria j and Brig. Gen. Fane will be 
pleased to give him any assistance he may require to execute this duty. 


Mcmoranchim for Col. Traiit. 

5000 stands of English arms will he landed to-morrow morning at 
Figuoira, to he at the disposal of Col. Trant. The intention in landing 
these arms is, that they should bo given to the regular Portuguese troops 
under the command of Gen. Freire. Of the 5000 stands which they will 
give up, 500 must be delivered to Col. Trant, in order that they may ho 
given to the deputies of Sines, for whom the Admiral has rciiuestnd to 
have 500 stands of arms. These deputies will have a note for Col. Trant, 
to request him to deliver those arms to them. 

Col. Trant will inform me if musket ammunition should be wanted for 
the 5000 arms. Col. Trant will inquire from Gen. Freire, if a small ad- 
vance of money would be likely to stimulate the exertions of his troops ; 
and will let me know what amount will he required. 


To Major Gen. Hill. Lavot, 0th Ang. 1808. 

I enclose the copy of the orders which I gave Gen. Fane, since which, 


Gl. O. Laviu, Otli Aii({. 1808. 

The army will march hMnurrow by the right j the mouiitod dragoons to leod, I'ollowod 
hy the 3rd, 6th, and 4th brigades of iiifanity. 1110 stall’ corps to precede tho column of in- 
fantry, and the dismounted dragoons to go to lavos os a guard to tho Coinmissavlat. In 
addition to the dismounted dragoons, a captain's guard of SO men, from tho 4lli brigade, 
wdl mmain as an escort to the military chest and tlio Commissoriat stores. 

_ All other guards, piquets, and other duties, to be called in at an early hour in tho morn- 
ing j and the tents to ha struck and packed in tlio cases, and the number of teiits in each 
case to bo marked upon them, in suffloiout time to enable the whole line to movo off at 4 
o’clock, A small guard to be left by each regiment in charge of the tents, for tho purpose 
of loading them on the carts, and delivering them over to the Commissariat, after which tho 
guards will proceed and juin their regiments. 

The artillery, dragoons, 4Slh and (list legts., will receive 4 days' bread; tho staff corps, 
the 3rd and 4tli brigades, 3 days’ bread, to complete them all to the 13th insl. iiichisivc ; 
and the whole will receive one day’s meat, to bo cooked this afternoon for to-morrow. The 
issue of these provisions to he made by tho Commissary at 3 o’clnck this aftornoon. 

Dr. Pcane, physician to the forces, will remain behind to superiiitend the inanageinent of 
the sick of the brigades left embarked. The assist, surgeons are to act under his directions j 
and all such airangements and removals of sick, os he may deem beucticial, are to be cuin- 
plied with. 


A stoppap of 44. diem, being the difference between the hospital stoppage and that 
for ratioiis for each sick man requiring extra allowances of wine, vegetables, &o., is to he 
paid to the medical officer in charge, to provide those necessaries. Tho purveyor will ad- 
vance money for this purpose, on account of the paymasters of regiments which have loft 
SICK 111 me ships. 

Such sick os are considered incapable of marching, to be at 8 o’clock this afternoon at 
the Commissary s store in the village of lAvos, where Dr. Deane, physieian to the forces, 
will he roMy to take charge of them, and eniliark them on board tho EiUet'prise hospital 
ship, No. 19A A subaltern officer of Gen. Craufurd’s brigade will collect them aocording 
to a return which will be furnished him by the D. A. G., and march them down and de- 
liver them over to Dr. Deane. 

iT’* ''“jl “"y tlieir ammunition damaged, will send requhllions, 

complete ** o^hoer of artillery for the number of rounds wauling to 

Jmembem^vin retare ™ "'-<1 

“‘I® ‘lAy’8 for to-morrow, to be issued to-day by tlio Com- 
***^!«^ ^ tlie artillery, cavulry, ami other liorseh ojiHtlcd. 

issued ™ allowauco about lo ba 

issuea, oil application to the Dep, Comniissary General. 
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having received intelligence that rendered it possible that the enemy- 
might be in strength at Leiria, I have directed him to halt, till further 
orders, at a wood about a mile in front of the advanced post on the high 
road to Leiria. You will march with your own brigade, and Gan. Fer- 
guson’s will join Gen. Fane whore he is directed to halt ; and you will 
proceed with the whole to St. Giao, where you will halt and put up for 
this day. There is a position witli water in front of St. Giao, towards 
Leiria, which may answer for you. If you should hear that the enemy 
are already in possession of Leiria, it is not worth while to drive them out 
this afternoon j hut if you should have reason to believe that they are not 
in possession of Leiria, I recommend that you should allow 200 of tlie 
riflemen and a few dragoons to feel their way into Leiria, as it is very 
important, if the enemy be not already there, that they should not be 
allowed to get in there this night. 

If you should obtain possession with your 200 men, support them with 
your whole corps, at as early an hour as possible in the morning, and take 
up your position in front of Leiria, and halt there to-morrow j but if you 
should find the enemy in possession of Leiria when you arrive at St. GiSo, 
and you should not send on the detachment of the rifle corps, you will 
halt at St Giao in the morning, till I shall join you, which will probably 
be at 5 or 6 o’clock, and you will be prepared to march at that hour. 

P.S. I have desired Ferguson to move with his brigade as soon as he 
shall have got his bread, and join Gen. Fane, and then proceed on the 


A. G. O. Liivoi, 9Ui Aug. ISOS. 

Capt Taggart’s troop of the Irish Commissariat drivers will remain under the orders of 
the I)en, Commissary General. The other troop will be attached to the Royal Artillery, 
and will immediately receive their orders from Lieut. Col. Robe. 

Brig. Gen. Bowes will be pleased to direct the supernumerary comp kettles of the 8th 
regt. to be sent to-morrow to Laros, with the camp equipage. 

The Dep. Commissary General will hereafter arrange the payment of the muleteers at- 
tached to the artillery, and Lieut. Col. Robe will draw rations for them for the present. 

Memorandum. 

The formation of the column of inarch to-morrow morning : 

The dragoons to march ofl' from their ground, aud form half a mile in front of tlie ar- 
tillery park by 4 o’clouk a. h. 

The 29th and S2iid to fallow, and form with the bead of their column upon the hill near 
the artillery park. 

The staff corps, and the artillery of the 3rd brigade, will form in the roar of the cavalry. 

Tlie 5th and 4th brigades will form with the head of their column upon the cross toad 
leading from their ground just on the riglit of the ai-tillery, and will take their place in tlie 
column of march as it passes them. 

The artillery will take care to be in front of the biigades to which they are attached. 

The reserve artillery and depot mules, &c., will follow the infantry; then the baggage 
of head quortei-a and General officers, tlie baggage of brigades ia succession, the medical 
stores, the Commissariat mules, &c., dep6ts. 

A emtaiu to be left with the equipage, until carts take it off the ground, with a subaltem's 
guard irom Brig. Gen. Nightingml's brigade, a subaltern's guard from Brig, Gen. Bowes' 
brigade, and a seijeant and 12 privates from the 50tb regt. Men for this duty to be selected 
who are the least capable of marebiug. 

If the camp equipage is got off the ground to-morrow, these guards will proceed foi-ward 
and join their respective corps ; if not, they will remain with the camp equipage until it is 
removed, and afterwards repair to Figueira, and apply to Capt. Malcolm, R.N., for a 
transport to embark in, 
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high road to St. Giao. You will do well to order your brigade to proceed 
on its marcb when it shall be ready with broad, &e., and join Gen. Fane 
yourself immediately, and proceed on to St. Giao with the first brigade 
that wUl join you. 

To Capt. Bligli, H.M.S. Alfred. Lavos, Ofii Ang. ISOS. 

You will probably receive instructions from Capt. Malcolm to take 
under your charge certain victualling and ordnance store ships, the names 
of which are in the margin, with a view to lake them down the coast of 
Portugal, and to endeavor to keep up a communication with the army 
under my command on its advance towards Lisbon, With this view it is 
necessary that I should apprise you of the project of my marches, and 1 
have accordingly the honor to inform you tliat the army will be at Leiria 
on Thursday tlie 11th, and at Alcoba(;a on Friday the 12th, or Saturday 
the 13th. I mention the last day, as it is possible that I may have to halt 
one day at Leiria for the Portuguese troops. 

I think it deaii'able that you should not appear off the coast of Nazareth 
till Friday evening, as otherwise you would acq^uaint the enemy with ray 
intended route. If I should wish you to be tliere earlier I shall write to 
you from Leiria. 

At Nazareth you shall hear from me respecting my fvituro plans. 

To Lieut. Gten. Sir H. Butrard, Bart. Camp, 8 miles N, of Leiria, lOlIi Aug. 1808. 

Since 1 wrote to yon on the 8tb inst., I have received letters from 
Mr. Stuart and Col. Doyle from Corufia, of which I enclose copies : from 
these you will learn the state of the war- in that part of Spain; and you 
will observe that Mr. Stuart and CoL Doyle are of opinion that Marshal 
Bessi&res will take advantage of the inefBcioncy of the Galician army 
under Gen. Blake, to detach a corps to Portugal to the assistance of Gen. 
Junot. 

We have not yet heard of this detachment, and I am convinced it will 
not he made until King Joseph Buonaparte shall either be reinforced to 
such a degree as to be in safety at Madrid, or till he shall liave offected 
his escape to France ; with which view, it is reported, ho left Madrid on 
the 29th of last month : I have therefore, I conceive, time for tlie opera- 
tions which I propose to carry on, before a reinforcement can arrive from 
Leon, even supposing that no obstacles could be opposed to its march in 
Spain or in Portugal ; but it is not probable that it can arrive before the 
different reinforcements will arrive from England ; and as Marshal Bes- 
siferes had not more than 20,000 in the action at Rio Seco on the 16th of 
July, I conceive that the Britidi troops that will, he in Portugal will he 
equal to contend with any part of that corps which he may detach. 

The possibility that in the present state of affairs the French corps at 
present in Portugal may be reinforced, affords an additional reason for 
taking the position at Santarem, which I apprised you in my letter of the 
8th I should occupy, if the command of the army were to remain in my 
hands after the reinforcements should arrive : if you should occupy it, 
you will not only he in the best situation to support my operations, and 



PORTUGAL. 


07 


to cut off the retreat of the enemy ; but if any reinforcements of French 
troops should enter Portugal, you will be in the best situation to collect 
your whole force to oppose them. 


To G. Stuart, Esq. Cainj), 8 miles N. of Leiria, 10th Aug. 1808. 

I had the pleasure of receiving, this morning, your letter of the 2d, 
for which I am very much obliged to you. 

I do not think that Bessihres will venture to make a detachment 
towards this country till King Joseph Buonaparte shall be in safety in 
Madrid, or shall have made good his retreat into France, upon which it 
is said that he had already set out on ilie 29th of last month. 

In cither of these coses, I think it probable that an effort will be made 
to reinforce Junot, which however will be opposed by many natural 
obstacles in this country, as well as by the forces in Spanish Estremadura, 
through which province I conclude the reinforcement will pass rather 
than through the Portuguese provinces of Tras os Montes and Entre 
Minho e Douro. At all events, I hope to bring to a conclusion the ope- 
rations, with the conduct of which I am entrusted, before this reinforce- 
ment can enter Portugal; and if I should not, I have reason to expect 
that 15,000 men will soon arrive here under the command of Sir Hariy 
Burrard, who will be more than a match for Junot and Bessieres to- 
gether. 

I was joined by Gen. Spencer on the 6th and 7th. This corps landed 
in Mondego bay on the 7th and 8th. Tlie advanced guard marched 
yesterday, and I have marched this day. I shall have with me about 5000 
Portuguese troops, of which there are about 10,000 in all. The other 
5000 are employed partly in taking care of Oporto, and partly in a dis- 
tant blockade of Almeida; hut these last have marched to Gastello 
Branco, I believe, to join the Spanish detachment which is watching 
Loison’s motions. This General left Lisbon on the 26th July, with 4000 
or 5000 men (I believe before he knew that we were arrived on the coast), 
crossed the Tagus, and attacked at Evora a Spanish detachment of about 
1000 men from the province of Estremadura, which had entered Alentejo, 
and some Portuguese peasants and troops, whom he entirely defeated. 
Tlie object of this march appears to have been to relieve the garrison of 
Elvas, which has been effected, and to give a chock to the insurrection in 
that part of Portugal. Loison was at Elvas on the 3d Ang., and he is 
now expected, and his arrival apprehended in all parts of Portugal. But 
I imagine that he will hasten back to oppose me. Be so good aus to com- 
municate this letter to Col. Doyle, 

1 am concerned that our friends of the Junta do not get on well. If 
we are lucky in tins country, and can beat Junot well, and take Elvas 


Q, Lngat, 10th Aug. ISOS. 

The 8rd brigade wUl throw out a piquet to its right, the 4tli to its left, and the 5th to its 
front, near the village of Lugar. 

The meat bniught for to-day to be cooked; and if the Assist. Commissarira of brigades 
come up in time, they will issue one day's meat for to-morrow, to be cooked this evening. 

The artillery, dragoons, the 3rd, 4th, and 6th brigade!^ will march at 4 o'clock to-morrow 
morning, and in the same order as to-day. 
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aTid Almeida, we might soon have a general Cortes. I have heard nothing 
from the south of Spain since tlie capitulation of Dupont. 

To thfl Dep. CommiBsai’y Gen. Ijoirin, llth Aujjf. 1808, 

I beg tliat you will make a requisition upon the Portuguese Commis- 
sary or magistrates here for 80 waggons with bullocks, to bo in this town 
to-morrow, in order to release a similar number arrived from Lavos with 
the army, which are to be discharged. 

To Lieut. Col. Gorilon*, Mil. See. to H.R.H. Com. in Chief. Leii-iii, llDi Anff. 1808. 

I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of II, R. H. 
the Commander in Chief, that I found, before the landing of the army 
under my command in this country, that the exigencies of the service 
required that I should make an issue of hilt and forage money to the 
ofScers of die different regiments, and forage money to tho officers 
of the Staff. In my orders for the payment of the same, I have been 
entirely guided by the schedule of rates enclosed inH. R. H.’s letter of 
the Idth June, with the exception of the Deputy Commissary General, to 
whom I was induced to authorise an issue of 20 rations, in consequence of 
that allowance being specified in his instructions from the Lords of the 
Treasury. As many officers of the army have, however, made strong 
representations to me upon the subject of tlioir allowances, I fool it my 
duty to refer them to the consideration of his Royal Highness, who will, 
of course, be better able to judge how far it may bo proper to make them 
known to the Lords of the Treasury. 

I have been informed that the A. A. G.’s have been in tho habit of re- 
ceiving, for many years back, 10 rations of forage money j hnt at present 
they only receive 6 rations, which is 4 less than what is allowed to Aides 

* Gko. Sir Willoughby Gordon, G.C.IJ., Quuttor Miistor Goiiorul. 


G. O. Loiriu, 11th Ang. ISOS. 

The duties of 6eld officer and adjutant to the piquets of tlic line are iliscnniiiiiicd, and 
will be perfarmed by brigades, commencing to-day. ISiudi brigiulo to l'tirni!ili lintli an out- 
lying and inlying piquet of a caiitiiiti and 6U men, with a prupurtioii of ollicera ami nun- 
commissioned officers from each regiment, under tiie unlei's of n iield ullicur of tho brigade. 
Care to be taken that the sentries of the outlying piquets of eacli brigadu lire double, and 
communicate with those of the brigades or corjw to their right and left wlienover circum- 
stances will admit of it. Tho General officer of the day will visit sucli of the piquets aa be 
may think necessary, and they will receive their orders from him. All tlic Held officers of 
piquets will report to him whenever anything particular occurs. 

In column of march the light infantry compauics of brigades will move at tho head of 
their respective brigades, and be tlirown out to either flank ns circumstances may re- 
quire. 

The pioneers of brigades will also march in future at the head of their brigades in front of 
tho light infantry companies, and the mules or horses conveying the camp kettles of com- 
panies, and the Burgeons' fleld chest, and the bill hooks, will march in the intervals between 
the divisions, and lie made to keep up wiffi their respective corns. 

The line of parade or defence of the brigades and corps will always bo estublislied wiieii 
they take up their ground after a march ; and if the troops are required to halt, they will inako 
their huts ae near to that Hue os passible. 

Commanding officers of corps are referred to His Majesty's regulations respecliiig tho 
number of hhtmen allowed to officers, and will lake care that it is on no necotmt excoodod. 

A jrint ofwiiie per man to ho issued this evening, at S o'clock, by tlie respective Assist. 
Gommis^ies of brigades *, and such corps os did not receive meat yosterday for to-day, will 
be supply with it immediately. Meat for to-morrow to he issued to tlie army as soon alter 
daylight in the morning as possible. 
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de Camp and Brigade Majors, although the latter are Staff situations of 
an inferior rank. The Surgeons of regiments have likewise represented to 
me that the present regulation deprives them of the means of carrying 
their medicine chest, which has of late years been provided for by their 
being on a footing with Captains wilh companies. By the present issue, 
and in conformity with the schedule above referred to, tliey are paid as 
Captains witlvoul companies, and have no allowance for the carriage of the 
medicine chest but the lOA allowed as preparation money on embarkation 
in England. 

These are the principal and best founded objections to the schedule of 
rates of bdt and forage money transmitted to me by his Royal Highness, 
which, it appears, had been approved of by the Lords of the Treasury, 
notwithstanding that their Lordships have departed from it in the instruc- 
tions which they have given to the Dep. Comraissoi'y Gen. I shall not, 
however, deviate from the orders of his Royal Highness. 

To Lieut. Col. Gnidoii. Leiria, 11th Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you that the corps of His Majesty’s troops 
placed under my command, which sailed from Cork on the 10th July, 
arrived off the coast of Portugal on the 23d of that month, and on the 
26th the fleet of transports anchored in Mondego bay, at the recom- 
mendation of Adm. Sir C. Cotton, and I went to the fleet at the mouth of 
the Tagus, to communicate personally with the Admiral on the service, 
the performance of which had been entrusted to us. After a full con- 
sideration of the subject, it airpeared to us both that a landing in the bay, 
or in the neighbourhood of the Rock of Lisbon, was a very dilficult and 
precarioris operation, whether viewed in relation to the strength of the 
works erected for their defence, to the impossibility of approaching them 
with the ships of war, or to the state of the surf and its increase with dif- 
ferent winds. To these circumstances were to be added the neighbour- 
hood of the enemy to the probable place of landing, with tlie whole of 
his forces, and the impossibility of procuring in the country so near Lis- 
bon, and exhausted as it was, all the means which were requisite to move 
the provisions and stores which were necessary for the troops. 

We considered also, that by making a landing further to the northward 
we should have the advantage of the co-operation of the Portuguese troops, 
and of the means of the countries in insurrection against the French go- 
vernment for the supply of His Majesty’s troops. We therefore deter- 
mined to land in Mondego bay, on the northern bank of which, at the 
entrance of the river, the Admiral had already occupied a small Portu- 
guese redoubt, with 300 marines. 

I returned to tlie fleet on the 30th July, and on the Ist Aug. I com- 
menced the disembarkation of the troops, which, on account of the surf 
which prevails along the coast of Portugal, was not completed till the 5th. 
On the 6th Gen. Spencer’s corps, which had remained on shore in Anda- 
lusia till the 21st, when the General heard of the surrender of the French 
army under Gen. Dupont to the Spanish troops under Gen. Castanoa, 
arrived in Mondego bay, and was landed on the 7th and 8th. In the 
mean time all the arrangements had been made for the march of the 
ai’mv. and fnv the simnlv nf the troons on their wav to T.iahnn : and the 



70 


PORTUGAL. 


advanced guard moved on the 9th, and the main body yesterday, when 
the former arrived here, and the latter this day. The Portuguese troops 
have also broken up from the positions they had for some time occupied 
ill the neighbourhood of Coimbra, and they will arrive here to-morrow. 

The French army in Portugal is said to consist of about 16,000 men in 
the whole, of which nniubor about 5000 or 6000 occupy Lisbon, Forts 
St. Julian and Cascaes, and the other works eroclod for the defence ol 
the Tagus and of tlio Bay of Lisbon ; 800 in Peniohe, 600 in Almeida, 
600 in Elvas, and, it is said, 1600 in Sotuval: of tlie disposable force 
about 4000 are at Alcobaija, about 16 miles from hence, under Gens. 
Laborde and Thomik'e; and the remainder, under Gens. Jiuiot and 
Loison, are in the neighbourhood of Santarem, on the high road to Lis- 
bon. There are many strong positions on botli roads, which I imagine 
the enemy intend to contest. I shall march by the first, as, although cir- 
cuitous, I shall be enabled to communicate with a small fleet of victual- 
ling and store ships, under charge of Capt. Bligh, of H. M. S. Alfred, who 
will attend the march of the army. 

I have the satisfaction to inform you that the people of the country 
have done everything in their power to assist His Majesty’s troops, and 
have received them in every respect as friends. I have the pleasure to 
add, that the troops, on the other hand, have conducted themselves remark- 
ably well, and I have not heard one complaint of them since tire army 
landed. 

To Lieut. Cel. Oordon. Leiria, llth Auir. IROS. 

I have but little to add to my public letter of this day, which, of course, 
you will lay before his Royal Highness. 

Some letters which I have received from Col. Doyle and Mr. Stuart, 
dated the 2d, at Coruna, mention the ineflBoiency of the Galician army, 
and the probability that it will be employed only to cover the frontiers of 
Galicia. They therefore suspect that Bessi&res, whose corps is at or in the 
neighbourhood of Leon, will detach to the aid of Junot. 

I do not imagine that Bessi^res will venture to make any detach- 
ment until King Joseph Buonaparte shall have made his retreat into 
France, with which view he left Madrid on the 29th July. If I am right 
in tlris conjecture, Bessi^res’ detachment will not be in Portugal, even 
if its march should not be delayed by the difficulties of the country and 
by the efforts of the inhabitants of Spain and Portugal, until after I shall 
be in Lisbon, or, at all events, until our reinforcements shall have arrived. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burmrd, Bart. Leiria, lUh Aug. 1808. 

In my official letters of the 8th and 10th I have apprised you of tlie state 
of die war in this country and iu Spain, and I shall adopt tliis mode of 
communicating to you what I know of the resources of this country, and 
those matters of which it will bo convenient to you to bo apprised in the 
operations which you will have to conduct. 

In the first place, in the present season of the year, you cannot depend 
upon the country for bread. Portugal never fed itself during more than 
1 mbnths out of 12. The common constimption of the country is Indian 
corn i and the little which there is in the country cannot be ground at this 
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season of the year, as the mills are generally turned by water, and tliere is 
now no water in the mill streams ; you must therefore depend upon your 
transports for bread. Wine and beef you will get in the country ; and in 
a short time, straw and Indian corn, or barley, for your horses; but the 
supply of these articles will not last long ; this, however, is a considera- 
tion for a future period. 

I conclude that you will have come equipped with horses to draw your 
artillery ; you will want, therefore, mules to draw the carriages of your 
reserve musket ammunition, and some to carry a few days’ provisions to 
march with the troops. I have ordered 150 draught mules at Oporto, with 
which, if they had come in time, I should have drawn Gen. Spencer’s 
brigade of artillery, and you will of course take them. If you will write 
to the Bishop of Oporto about them, he will send them to you. As for 
mules for carriage, I am afraid you will get none ; for I believe my corps 
has swept the country, very handsomely, of this animal. You must there- 
fore depend for the carriage of your bread upon the carts of the country, 
drawn by bullocks; each of these will carry about 600 lbs., and will 
travel in a day about 12 miles ; but I do not believe that any power that 
you could exert over them, particularly when they shall have already made 
an exertion against the enemy, by the assistance which they have given to 
me, would induce the owners of the carts to go from their homes a greater 
distance than to the nearest place where you could get carts to relieve 
them. I think, therefore, that, if you should determine to march upon 
Santarem, you should, in the first instance, form a magazine of bread upon 
Leiria. Santarem is about 30 miles distant from hence ; and this place 
is about 21 miles from the landing place in the Mondego. A magazine 
here would be safe, until the enemy should quit the Tagus to join a corps, 
which should enter Portugal by the Douro for his relief. You might be 
here as soon as he, and, at all events, your magazine would not be in 
danger unless he should quit the Tagus, which would give you possession 
of that river, and all the facilities of forming your magazine wherever 
you might please, as high up as Abrantes. With a view, therefore, to your 
first operation in Portugal, which I will suppose to be to march to San- 
tarem, I would recommend to you to form a magazine of 10 days’ bread 
and 5 days’ meat, in case of accidents, at Leiria ; and then to keep that 
quantity up or to increase it as you may find it convenient for your pur- 
poses at Santarem. You will probably find it convenient to increase it, 
in which you will experience no difficulty. You will find the people of 
this country well disposed to assist you witli every thing in their power, 
but tliey have very little in their power, and they have been terribly plun- 
dered by the French. 

I shall desire the Commissary to let your Commissary know the price 
of the hire of carts and mules, and of other articles purchased by him. 
The Q. M. G. shall be directed to make your Q. M. G. acquainted with 
every thing relative to the roads, &c. 

To Gen. Freire, Portuguese Army. Calvario, IBtli Aug. 1803. 

Lieut. Col. Trant informed me this morning of the distress wh^ your 
troop were likely to suffer from want of bread, and he 
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me, on the part of your Excellency, to issue bread to the Portuguese troops 
from the British Commissariat. 

I must beg leave to call to your Excellency’s recollection what I have 
repeatedly told you, that it was not in my power to supply the Portuguese 
troops with bread; and, in fact, when your Excellency shall reflect upon 
my situation in this country, the distant prospect that Portugal will, in 

M. 6. 0. Mriii, ISlIi Aug. ISOS. 

The General Court Martial, of which Major Gen. Hill is the Presiiluiil, will ^■il8aeull)lB 
at 9 o'clock this morniiif;, at the D. A. G.’s oflice, near head quarters, for tho trial ol two 
(ieserters from the — . — regt., and sucli other prisoners as may bo ordered before it, All 
ovidencea to he immediately warned to attend. 

The army will march to-morrow morning. The hour and order of march will he liere* 
after speoiDed. _ _ , « n i , 

The three light companies of Major Gen. Hill’s brigade, under the commaim oi a tletil 
otBcei, to assemble on the bridge leading to the great Tjisbon road, to wait there till lurthcr 
orders. 


O. Ijoitia, ISth Aug. 1808. 

Representations having been made that Assist. Commissaries 1 

some instances disobeyed tlie orders of the Dap. Commissary Gauerol, the Liuut. General 
contents himself at present with thus noticing the circumstance ; but should asirnilar com- 
plaint be again made to him, his disapprobation will bo marked in a much strunger 
manner. 

The Assist. Commissaries of brigades arc diatinotly to understand tliut the issues of pro- 
visions and forage they may ho required to make by the General Ordeis, must always ho 
punctually delivered at the particular Iionrspecilifil. 

The anny to he complctcil by the Assist. Commissaries of brigades, lit 3 o'clock, to 4 
days’ bread up to the Ifltli inst. iilolusive, and on issue of one day’s furago to ho likewise 
made tVom the commissariat stores in the principal square of the town. 

Head qiiaiters, the general staff of the army dopartmeuts, and tho artillery not attached 
to brigades, and other unattaclied coriis, will, in future, draw thoii provisions and tiirage 
from Assist. Commissary Aylmer. 

Regimental surgeons will send rctorns to the D. A. G.’s oiBce, addressed to tho Inspector 
of Hospitals, of the medicines and surgical field equipments with them for iiniiiedialo use, 
specifying the manner in which they are cimveyed. 

The brigade majnrs are henceforwaul always to encamp or quarter themselves close to 
their respective brigades ; and whenever (hey have occusioii to ho absent, must np{jfl{iit an 
adjutant to do their duty. They are also to report, in writing, to the D. A. G., the qunitera 
of their respective brigadiers whenever ttiey change them. 


A. 6. O. Loiria, 12th Aiig. ISOS. 

The sick inspected this morning by the staff surgenns, and found incupahlo of marching, 
are to be sent, os soon os possible, under the charge of an assistant stur^coii from each bri- 
gade, to the Portuguese hospital in town, where a medical staff utlicei will attnud to receive 
them, under the charge of Dr. Hume, and the usual stopinges fur men in hospital are to he 
charged against them. 

The 2d, 3d, and 4th brigades will each send, in the course of this ufternuoii, to head 

1. L rv- 1 
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any vcasonable time, be able to supply ilie -wants of bread by the British 
troops j the distance at which we are placed from Great Britain, from 
whence we must draw our supplies of bread, under these circumstances ; 
and, above all, that I have not made any previous arrangements to answer 
so extraordinary a demand on the part of your Excellency, you will, I am 
convinced, do me the justice to believe, that in declining to comply with 
your wishes, upon this occasion, I have been actuated solely by an atten- 
tion to those circumstances attending our situation at the present moment, 
which are most likely to have a fatal influence on the success of the ser- 
vice in which we are both employed. 

I beg leave to recal to your Excellency’s recollection what I told you 
at Oporto, that I could only supply bread to the British troops ; that I 
repeated this to you at Monte Mdr o Velho ; and I apprised you in both 
those conferences that I should require wine and meal for my soldiers, 
and straw and com for the horses and cattle attached to the army. I 
moved forward in great haste, and at great inconvenience to the army, in 
order to save the depot formed at Leiria, as I understand, for the use of 
the British troops. But when I arrived there, having learned from the 
Portuguese Commissary, that if he delivered the bread to my troops, there 
would be none for those under the command of your Excellency, I de- 
clined to ask for it, and actually received nothing at Leiria excepting 
wine for one day. 

I am really much concerned that your Excellency’s troops should suffer 


G. O. Calvaiio, 13th Aug. 1808. 

'I'lie army will march at 4 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

It is the Lieut. General’s desire that, in route marching, a regular steady pace sliould he 
preserved hy the leading divisions of corps, without reference to those immediately preced- 
ing them. It is even desirahle tliat each company or division should be led at an unifurmly 
regular jiacc by its officer, without attention to the exact preservation of intervals, which is 
of less iiiiportauce. 

As it is found inronvenient for the mules carrying the camp kettles to march in the in- 
tervals of divisions according to the orders of the lltli hist., tliey will in future follow in 
rear of their respective brigades ; but the mule or horse carrying the surgeon's field chest 
will proceed in rear of its particular regiment. 

No baggage whotever is to precede the light and 1st brigades when the array marches 
by the right ; nor the light and 2d when marching by the left. The mules of both, with 
the led horses of officers and of the cavalry, will march in the rear of tlie latter of the two 
front brigades, and all the wheel carriages will follow the artillery park. 

Tlie Dep. Commissary General will issue rations fur the prisonei's in the Provost guard, 
on the requisition of tlie Dep. Provost Marshal. 

A. G. 0. Colvario. ISlli Aug. 1808. 

Urig. Gen. Fane will be pleased to inspect the 20tb light dragoons, at 6 o'ciuck this even- 
ing, upon their oivn ground, and report os soon as possible to the Lieut. General the number 
of men, horses, and saddles, effective and serviceable, belonging to that corps. 

The army will march at half-past 4 o'ciuck to-morrow, in 2 columns, from their right. 
The right column will consist of 5U dragoons and the Ist brigade, with the half brigade of ar- 
tillery attached to it. The commissariat will follow iu rear of this column, Capt. Gomm, 
D. A. Q. M. G., will conduct it, and Capt. Mawe will lead the head of the commissariat 
depot. The left column will be composed of the British and Portuguese cavalry, the 6th 
brigade, the staff corps, the 3d, Stli, 4th, and 2<l brigades, with their artillery. They will 
form on their own parades. The cavalry will move off at Imlf-jiast 4 o'clock along the road on 
its riglit, guided by Major Rainey, A. Q. M. G. j the 6th brigade will follow the cavalry ; 
the 3d the 6th, and the Sth the 3d. Capt. Langtoii, D. A. Q. M. G., will guide the 4th 
and 2d brigades to the road. The pork of artillery and spare ammunition will follow the 
left column. The SOth regt, will remain on its present ground until half-past 7 o’clock, when 
it will move off, and follow in tear of the baggage of the left column. 
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any distress •, but you must be aware that the arrangements for providing 
for them have not fallen upon me ; and that I have not required a greater 
proportion of the resources of the country (particularly not bread) than 
is necessary for those of His Majesty ; and I trust that your Excolleney 
will see the propriety of adopting some arrangement which will pro- 
vide effectually for the subsistence of the army which you will march to 
Lisbon ; at the same time, that you will allow His Majesty’s troops to en- 
joy such of the resources of the country as I have above mentioned, which 
they require. 

As it is now certain that Gen. Loison has marched from Thoniar to- 
wards Torres Novas, I do not see any inconvenience that can result to your 
Excellency from halting at Leiria this day, or perhaps to-morrow, at 
which time I hope you will have it in your power to make the arrange- 
ments for your supply which I have recommended. 

To Lieut, Col. Trout. Calrorio, 1.3tli Aug. ISOR. ^ post -1, i>,u. 

I have just received your letter of this date, and I am concerned to lind 
that the arrangements to enable Hie Portuguese army to take the ileld, in 
co-operation with the British troops, have been so much neglected as to 
render that measure impracticable. I have written to Gen. Freire this 
day upon the subject of his supplies, upon which I have nothing further 
to say. As to his plan of operations, I do not see what purpose it is to 
answer, in view to the result of the campaign ; and I certainly can never 
give my sanction to any tiring which appears so useless, and so crudely 
digested so far as even to promise to communicate with or aid tho person 
who is carrying it into execution. 

I have one proposition to make to Gen. Freire, that is, that he should 
send me his cavalry and his light infantry, and a corps of 1000 regular 
infantry, to he employed as I choose, and I engage to give tliese men their 
broad j and for meat, wine, and forage, they shall fime as well ns our 
troops. If he wiU accept of this proposition, let the troops join me to- 
morrow at Alcoha^a. If he does not, I beg that he will curry on such 
operations as he may think proper. 

I shall execute’ the orders which I have received from my government 
without the assistance of the Portuguese government; and Gen. Freire 
will have to justify himself with the existing government of Portugal, 
with his Prince, and with the world, for having omitted to stand forward 
upon this interesting occasion, and for having refused to send me the 
assistance which it is in his power to give, I propose sending the cor- 
respondence which has passed on this subject to the Bishop of Oporto. 

In respect to yourself, as it appears to me that no object is answered 
by your remaining with Gen. Freire, with whom I do not see how I can 
have any communication, you may as well come away, if he should per- 
sist in his intention not to send me the cavalry or tho inftintry ; otherwise, 
or if he should intend to co-operate more nearly in our pliui of operations, 
I shall beg of you to stay witli him, 

P.S, Upon again reading over the plan of operations, it appears to me 
to he decided upon, as the army is to march this night ; if so, I sec no 
reason whatever why you should stay with Gen. Freiro. 
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To Lieut. Col. Traiit. A1cobB(a, 14th Aug. 1808. 

The ai'my arrived here at 10 this morning, the enemy having retreated 
from their position in the night, of which circumstance I beg you to ac- 
quaint Gen. Freire. 

I now beg leave to communicate to you, for his information, the few 
observations which I intended to make upon the plan of operations which 
he intended to adopt witli his own corps. I have to observe, in the first 
place, that it is entirely foreign to any co-operation witli me j and it must 
be considered as distinct in itself, and unconnected with my troops. 

It is obvious, that whether I am too weak to contend with Gen. Junot, 
or sufficiently strong for him, there is nothing in common between the 
Portuguese troops and me. My object is to obtain possession of Lisbon, 
and to that I must adhere, whatever may be the consequence, till I shall 
have attained it, as being the first and greatest step towards dispossessing 
the French of Portugal. They may fight an action with me and retire, or 
they may retire without fighting, or, what I hope is least probable, they 
may defeat me. In the last hypothesis, I have no assistance from Gen. 
Freire; and in the first two, which I hope are the most probable, I 
must give my attention to obtaining possession of Lisbon and the Tagus, 
and leave Gen. Junot to retreat where he pleases and to do what he 
pleases. 

I should like to know what it is most probable he will do, in case he 
should be either defeated by me, or retire and leave me to march unmo- 
lested to Lisbon.? He will fall upon that which is most justly called the 
noyau of the Portuguese army ; the new foundation and hopes of the mo- 
narchy ; which will as certainly be destroyed as it exists, if Gen. Freire 
persists in adopting this plan of operations. 

Let him contemplate the relative strength of the two armies ; and let 
him reflect upon the consequences of an action between Gen. Junot and 
me. With his superiority of cavalry is it possible that, supposing I am 
successful in the action, they will not remain sufficiently unbroken to be 
able still to destroy that which Gen. Freire commands ; and will Junot 
thus have any other object ? But Gen. Freire reckons upon my pursuing 
Junot, and not allowing this misfortune to befal the Portuguese troops : 
BO I will, when I shall be certain of the possession of Lisbon and the 
Tagus ; but positively not till that moment. 

Let us now examine why this plan is adopted ? The General says it is 
necessary in order to subsist his troops : I say it is not ! He could find 


O, Alcotesa. Hth Aug. 1808. 

The army will marcli at lialf-past 4 to-morrow moraiog j the order of march will be given 
out in the evening. 

(TAc detail of the issue of provisions and forage.') 

A. G. O. AlcobaQu. UUi Aug. Ifloe. 

The army will marcli to-morrow, in two culnmns, by tlie right. 

(The detail as before, with little variation.) 

A body of Portuguese cavalry and infantry, which lias joined the army, will_ march in 
tear of the right column; but from tlie lateness of the hour at which it arrived this night, it 
will not move to-morrow until 8 o’clock. Lieut. Col. Trant, A. Q. M. G., will do duty with 
this corijs, and all communications with it are to be made through the medium of that 
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some subsistence everywhere, and good arrangements would bring plenty. 
In this very town I got this day as ranch bread os would have subsisted 
the whole Portuguese army ; and I am convinced, from what I see of the 
country next the sea coast, through which I shall march, that it is the 
richest in Portugal. I declare that I think the plan of operations proposed 
is BO defective at\d dangerous, that I would recommend to the General, if 
he will not accompany me, rather to remain at Leiria, or inarch here ; 
and he can he supplied at eitlier place ; and to wait in security the event 
of a contest which must take place in a few clays. 

The enemy are said to bo at Obidos, where I shall march to-morrow. 

P.S. The Portuguese detachment allotted to me are not yet arrived, but 
T conclude they will be here this evening. 

To Capt. BliBh, H.M.S. Jlfred. Aloobaca, Uth Aug. 1808. 

The head of 120 carts are just about to leave this place, to bring away 
the bread and oats, for which I wrote this morning ; and I hope they will 
return here, loaded, to-morrow. The dragoons and their horses will go in 
the morning, at daylight, for tlieir saddles, &c., and I shall order them to 
return in the evening. 

The enemy have retired to Obidos, about 20 miles from hence ; and I 
propose to follow them in the morning, leaving the articles which you will 
land for me to follow. If they should quit Obidos, I sluill occupy that 
place to-morrow; and on tho next clay I shall rcconnaitre PenLche. If the 
enemy should stay at Obidos, I shall eilhor attack them or turn them on 
the next day ; that is, Tuesday. I should think that they will stay, ns I 
imagine that Loison has joined the detachment which was hero with about 
5000 men. They had 3000 or 4000 here. 

It might he very useful to me if you would appear off Peniclio with 
your little fleet on Tuesday morning, the 16th inst. It is possible that I 
may not rcconnaitre that place till Wednesday, or possibly not at all ; as I 
may find another line of operation more convenient to me in a view to my 
ultimate destination. But if I should not go to Obidos, or if 1 should 
give up all thoughts of communicating with you at Ponicho, I shall take 
care to send you a letter by this place, which will he forwarded to you 
from Nazareth. 

I have not yet finally determined upon our next point of comraunica- 
tion after Peniche, for the reasons which I have above stated. I rather 
believe it will he Ericeira, near Mafra; hut upon this point I shall write 
to you again this night, after I shall have more perfectly ascerlainocl roads, 
distances, position of the enemy, &c. Everything is going on well ; hut 
tlie Portuguese troops have not joined us. 

I propose to send you this night three French Coramissai'ies, who 
were taken 2 days ago at Thomar. I shall write you a line with them. 

P.S. If you should have an opportunity, let the Admiral and Malcolm 
know that you have heard from me. 

To Vise. Cnaflereagh. Caldas, Ifitli Aiig. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose copies of letters which I have roceivod 
some days ago from Mr. Stuart and Col. Doyle, from Coruna, and copies 
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of letters which I have in consequence written to Sir H. Burrard, to he 
delivered to him upon his arrival on the coast of Portugal. 

To Vise. Costlereagh. Galdas, ICih Aug. 1808. 

I marched from Lavos on the 10th, and was joined at Leiria on the 
12th by the Portuguese troops under Gen. B. Freire, consisting of between 
5000 and 6000 men. But I am concerned to inform your li)rdship that 
they have not accompanied me any farther. Since my arrival in this 
country, Gen. B. Freire, and the other Portuguese officers, had e.\preased 
a wish that the British Commissariat should support the Portuguese troops 
from the British stores during the campaign ; particularly in a meeting 
which I had with them at Oporto on the night of the 24th July, and in 
another at Monte Mdr o Velho on the Ith inst. ; and upon both these 
occasions I told them explicitly that it was impossible to supply their 
wants from the British stores ; that those stores were formed with a view 
to the consumption of the British only, and that but during a short time ; 
and that it was a proposition of a novel nature to require an army landing 
from its ships not only to supply its own consumption of bread, but like- 
wise that of the army of the state to whose assistance it had been sent. 
1 told the Portuguese officers, however, that I believed I should not have 
occasion to call upon the country to supply bread during my march 
towards Lisbon ; but that I should require beef, wine, and forage, all of 
which the Bishop of Oporto engaged should be supplied to me. 

Before I marched to Leiria, the Portuguese officers earnestly urged 


O. 0. Ciildiis, 15th Atig. 1608. 

(The detail of the iesue of provisions and forage, and the order of the march.) 

Three dayi' bieaA tu be issued tu the trooiia to-morrow, to complete tliem to the 19ih hist, 
incluaire. 

G. O. Caldu, ICth Aug. 1808. 

The army will march to-morrow : the hour and order of march wiU be made known in 
the evening. 

(Detail of the issue ofpramsUms and forage.) 

The Lieut. General being informed tliat many irregularities are committed, and risk in- 
curred by the soldiers strolling to a distance from their lines, the Geiier.il ollicers, and 
otHcera commanding corps, will be pleased to put a stop tu this practice, and prevent the 
soldiers from going beyond tlieir lines without a written pass, signed by a commissioned 
officer ; and they are not to enter any town or village without their side arms, and being 
diossed in the uniform of their corps. Such soliliers os may be taken up for a disobedience 
of this order, are not to receive the allowance of wine given from time to time to the troops 
as an indulgence only. 

Regimental surgeons will report the state of their sick, personally, to the Inspector of 
Hospitals, without delay, and the same is to be done on every Iiolting day. 

The Portuguese troops, acting with the army, are to be provisioned by the Hep. Commis- 
sary General in the same manner as the British. 

General officer for tlie day, to-morrow. Brig. Gen. Bowes. 

A. G. O. 

The army will move off from their present ground at half-past 4 o'clock to-morrow mora- 
iiig, and assemble in contiguous columns of brigades, right in front, in the plain on this side 
the castle of Obidos. 

(Detail of the order of march.) 

One captain, 3 subalterns, 3 serjeants, 1 drummer, _and_50 R. and F., /mm the 3d 
brigade, to be added to the guard already over tlie commissariat deppt and military chest, 
at 4 o'clock to-morrow raoniiiig ; and the officers and non-comrnissioned officers of these 
guards are held responsible that their men keep sober, and abstain from taking any of the 
public stores placed under their charge. 
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my early advance, to secure a magazine which had been formed at that 
place, as I understood, for the use of the British troops, and my advance 
certainly saved it from tlie enemy. But I received no supply .from the 
magiizine, which was left entire for tlie use of the Portuguese army. On 
the evening, however, of the arrival of the Portuguese army at Loiria, 
some very extraordinary messages were sent to me respecting their sup- 
plies ; and in a conversation which I had with him that night, Gen. Froirc 
expressed his anxiety upon the subject. The plan of the marcli for the 
next morning was communicated to him, and the hour for tlie departure 
of the Portuguese troops was fired. Instead of making the niarcli, liowover, 
as had been agreed upon, I received from Gen. Preiro a proposition for a 
new plan of operations, which was to take the Portuguese troops to a dis- 
tance from the British army, by Thomar, towards Santarem, unless I 
should consent to feed the whole of them ; and the pretext for the adoption 
of this plan was the probable want of supplies on the road which I had 
proposed to take, and their great plenty in the proposed quarter ; and that 
the Portuguese troops would be in a situation to cut off the retreat of the 
French from Lisbon. 

In ray reply, I pointed out the inefficiency and danger of this plan, 
and requested the General to send me 1000 infantry, all his cavalry, and 
his light troops, which I engaged to feed ; and I recommended to him 
either to join me himself witli the remainder, or at all events to remain at 
Leiria. or at Alcohaqa, or somewhere in my rear, where at least his own 
•troops would he in safety. He has sent me the troops which I have re- 
quired, to the amount of 1400 infantiy, and 260 cavalry ; hut ho has 
announced to me that he intends to persevere in his proposed plan of 
operations for the remainder of his army, notwithstanding that I have 
informed him that I have found resources in the country fully adequate 
to the subsistence of his troops. 

I have been thus particular in detailing to your Lordship the circum- 
stances which have attended, for I am certain they have not occasioned, 
the separation of the Portuguese army from that of His Majesty. There 
must have been in the magazine at Leiria bread for the Portuguese 
troops for 2 days. I found at Alcoha 9 a a sufficiency to last tliem one day, 
and more might have been procured; and this town would liave afforded 
ample supplies. 

Gen. Freire has been apprised of this state of the resources, and yet he 
perseveres in his plan ; and I acknowledge that I can attribute it only to 
his apprehensions, which, however, he has never hinted to me, tliat we are 
not sufficiently strong for the enemy. I am convinced that he can have 
no personal motive for his conduct, as I have been always on the most 
cordial good terms with him ; I have supplied him with arms, ammunition, 
and flints, and have done every thing in my power for his army ; and only 
on the day before he communicated to me the alteration of his plan for 
tlie march of his army, he voluntarily placed himself and his troops under 
my command. 

Having found the resources of the country more ample than I expected, 

I should certainly have undertaken to feed his army according to his 
desire; as I consider it of importance, on political rather than on military 
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grounds, that the Portuguese troops should accompany our march ; only 
that I have found the British Commissariat to be so ill composed as to be 
incapable of distributing even to the British troops the ample supplies 
which have been procured for them ; and I did not wish to burden them 
with the additional charge of providing and distributing supplies to the 
Portuguese army. Besides, as I have above explained to your Lordship, 
I do not believe the motive stated is that which has caused the determina- 
tion to which I have adverted. 

I marched from Leiria on the 13th, and arrived at Alcoha^a on the 
14th, which place the enemy had abandoned in the preceding night ; and 
I arrived here yesterday. The enemy, about 4000 in number, were posted 
about 10 miles from hence at Eoliqa ; and they occupied Ohidos, about 3 
miles from hence, with their advanced posts. As the possession of this 
last village was important to our future operations, I determined to occupy 
it ; and as soon as the British infantry arrived upon the ground, I directed 
that it might be occupied by a detachment consisting of 4 companies of 
riflemen of the 60th and 95th regts. 

The enemy, consisting of a small piquet of infantry and a few cavahy, 
made a triSing resistance and retired ; but they were followed by a de- 
tachment of our riflemen to the distance of 3 miles from Ohidos. The 
riflemen were there attacked by a superior body of the enemy, who at- 
tempted to cut them off from the main body of the detachment to which 
they belonged, which had now advanced to their support ; larger bodies of 
the enemy appeared on both the flanks of the detachments ; and it was 
with difficulty that Major Gen. Spencer, who had gone out to Obidos 
when he heard that the riflemen had advanced in pursuit of the enemy, 
was enabled to effect their retreat to that village. They have since re- 
mained in possession of it, and tlie enemy have retired entirely from the 
neighbourhood. 

In this little affair of the advanced post, which was occasioned solely by 
the eagerness of the troops in pursuit of the enemy, I am concerned to 
add that Lieut. Bunbury, of the 2d batt., 95th regt., was killed, and the 
Hon. Capt. Pakenham* wounded, but slightly ; and we have lost some men, 
of whose numbers I have not received the returns. 

Besides the corps of about 4000 men, commanded by Gens. Laborde 
and Thomifei'e, which is retiring in front of the army by the sea road 
towards Lisbon, there is another corps, consisting of about 5000 men, 
assembled at Rio Maior, under Gen. Loison, which I conclude will retire 
by the great Lisbon road, and they will probably join near Lisbon with 
whatever troops can be spared from the defence of the fortifications. 

Loison’s corps has lately been employed in Alentejo against a Spanish 
detachment of about 1000 men, and the Portuguese insurgents in that 
quarter, and with a view to the relief of Elvas. I understand that it has 
suffered much in the expedition, as well by the fatigue of the marches 
which it has made as by the opposition it has met with. 

When I was at Alcobaqa I communicated with Capt. Bligh, of the Alfred, 
who was detained off Nazareth with a convoy of victuallers and ordnance 
store ships, and he landed a supply, which I hope to receive this evening ; 


* Major Gen. the Hon. Sir Hercules Pakenhain, K.C.B. 
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and he is now oif Peniche, where I intend, if possible, to communicate with 
him to-morrow morning. 

To Visct. Caatlereagrh. Calclos, ICtli Aug. 1808. 

I have but little to add to my letters of this day. We are going on as 
well as possible; the army in high order, and in great spirits. Wo make 
long marches, to which they are becoming accustomed ; and I make no 
doubt they will be equal to anything when we shall roach Lisbon. 1 liavo 
every hope of success. The allair of the advanced posts of yeatL*rday 
evening was unpleasant, because it was quite useless ; and was oecasloned, 
contrary to orders, solely by the imprudence of the olFicer, and the dash 
and eagerness of the men : they behaved remarkably well, and did some 
execution with their rifles. 

I send you the history of our separation from the Portuguese array, 
that you may communicate upon it witli De Sousa.* If you should del, er- 
mine to form a Portuguese army, you must, if possible, have nothing to 
do with Gen. Freire. The fact is, they are afraid of the French ; they 
are incapable of making any arrangement to feed their troops ; and they 
are not a little afraid of them. 

Our artillery horses are not what we ought to have. They have great 
merit in their way as cost horses of dragoons, and Irish carl horses, 
bought for £l 2 each! hut not fit for an array that, to bo successful and 
carry things with a high hand, ought to be able to move. 

To the Duke of Richmond. Caldiie, lOlli Aug. 1808. 

We are getting on as well ns possible. The army is in high spirits, and 
beginning to march tolerably well, and I have every prospect of success. 
The enemy are retiring before us in two divisions, one of 4000, the other 
of 5000 men; and I would try to cut off one of them, only they out- 
march us. 

The Commissariat horses do as well as they can ; but they are not exactly 
what we ought to have. 

We had yesterday evening a little affair of advanced posts, foolishly 
brought on by the over-eagerness of the riflemen in the pursuit of an 
enemy’s piquet, in which we lost Lieut. Bunhury of the 95lh, killed, and 
Fakenham, slightly wounded, and some men of the 95th and 60th. The 
troops behaved remarkably well, hut not with great prudence. 

I am perfectly well. The troops very healthy, notwithstanding that 
they are in the sun all day, and in the dew all night, for they have no 
tents. 

P .S. I have written to Longford, to desire him to apprise his mother 
and his family of his brother’s wound ; but if he should be out of the way, 
and you should have reason to believe that Lady Wellesley will hear of it 
before she will see Longford, give her the enclosed letter. 

To Visot. Costlereagli. Villa Vordo, 17th Ang. 1 808. 

^ The French Gen. Laborde having continued in his position at lioliqa, 
since my arrival at Caldas on the 15th insl., I determined to attack him 

• Ambassador at tlie Court of Lomloii. Allenvartlj Condo de Funchal. 
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in it this morning. Roli^a is situated on an eminence, having a plain in 
its front, at the end of a valley, vrhich commences at Caldas, and is closed 
to the southward by mountains, which join the hills forming the valley on 
the left. Looking from Caldas, in the centre of the valley, and about 8 
miles from Roliga, is the town and old Moorish fort of Obidos, from 
whence the enemy’s piquets had been driven on the 15th ; and from that 
time he had posts in the hills on both sides of the valley, as well as in the 
plain in front of his army, which was posted on the heights in front of 
Roli^a, its right resting upon the hills, its left upon an eminence on which 
was a windmill, and the whole covering 4 or 5 passes into the mountains 
on his rear. 

1 have reason to believe that his force consisted of at least 6000 men, 
of which about 500 were cavalry, with 5 pieces of cannon ; and there was 
some reason to believe that Gen. Loison, who was at Rio Maior yesterday, 
would join Gen. Laborde by his right in the course of the night. 

The plan of attack was formed accordingly; and the army, having 
broken up from Caldas this morning, was formed into 3 columns. The 
right, consisting of 1200 Portuguese infantry, 50 Portuguese cavalry, 
destined to turn the enemy’s left, and penetrate into the mountains in his 
rear. The left, consisting of Major Gen. Ferguson’s and Brig. Gen. 
Bowes’ brigade of infantry, 3 companies of riflemen, a brigade of light 
artillery, and 20 British and 20 Portuguese cavalry, was destined, under 
the command of Major Gen. Ferguson, to ascend the hills at Ohidos, to 
turn all tlie enemy’s posts on the left of the valley, as well as the right of 
his post at Roli^a. This corps was also destined to watch the motions of 
Gen. Loison on the enemy’s right, who, I had heard, had moved from 
Rio Maior towards Alooentre last night. The centee column, consisting 
of Major Gen. Hill’s, Brig. Gen. Nightingall’s, Brig. Gen. C. Craufurd’s, 
and Brig. Gen. Fane’s brigades (with the exception of the riflemen de- 
tached with Major Gen. Ferguson), and 400 Portuguese light infantry, 
the British and Portuguese cavalry, a brigade of 9 pounders, and a bri- 
gade of 6 pounders, was destined to attack Gen. Laborde’s position in the 
front. 

The columns being formed, the troops moved from Obidos about 7 
o’clock in the morning. Brig, Gen. Fane’s riflemen were immediately 
detached into the hills on the left of the valley, to keep up the communi- 
cation between the centre and left columns, and to protect the march 
of the former along the valley, and the enemy’s posts were successively 
driven in. Major Gen. Hill’s brigade, formed in three columns of 
battalions, moved on the right of the valley, supported by the cavalry, in 
order to attack the enemy’s left; and Brig. Gens. Nightingall and Crau- 
furd moved with the artillery along the high road, until at length the 
former formed in the plain immediately in the enemy’s front, supported 
by the light infantry companies, and the 45th regt. of Brig. Gen. Crau- 


G» 0. Casas de Suonoi ITth Aug. 1808. 

The anny will be under arms at the usual hour in the morning, before daylight, and in 
readiness to inarch at 5 o'clock] the disposition of tiie inarch will be made known in the 
morning. 

General oiScer for the day> to-moiTcw, Brig, Gen. Fane. 

VOL. 111. G 
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furd’s brigade ; while the 2 other regiments of this brigade (the 50th and 
Gist), and half of the 9 pounder brigade, were kept up as a reserve in the 
rear. 

Major Gen. Hill and Brig. Gen, Nightingall advanced upon the 
enemy’s position, and at the same moment Brig. Gen. Pane’s riflemen 
were in the hills on his right, the Portuguese in a village upon his left, 
and Major Gen. Ferguson’s column was descending from the heights 
into the plain. From this situation the enemy retired by the posses 
into the mountains with the utmost regularity and the greatest celerity ; 
and notwithstanding the rapid advance of the British infantry, the want of 
a sufficient body of cavalry was the cause of his suffering but little loss on 
the plain. It was then necessary to make a disposition to attack the for- 
midable position which he had taken up. 

Brig. Gen. Fane’s riflemen were already in the mountains on liis right ; 
and no time was lost in attacking the different passes, ns well to support 
the riflemen as to defeat the enemy completely. 

The Portuguese infantry were ordered to move up a pass on the right 
of the whole. The light companies of Major Gen. Hill’s brigade, and 
the 5th regt., moved up a pass next on the right; and the 29th regt,, sup- 
ported by the 9th regt., under Brig. Gen. Nightingall, a third pass ; and 
the 4Sth and 82d regts., passes on the left. These passes were all diffi- 
cult of access, and some of them were well defended by Uic enemy, par- 
ticularly that which was attacked by the 29th and 9th regts. These regi- 
ments attacked with the utmost impetuosity, and reached the enemy before 
tliose whose attacks were to be miffie on their flanks. 

The defence of the enemy was desperate ; and it was in this attack 
principally that we sustained the loss whicli we have to lament, pimlion- 
larly of that gallant officer, the Hon. Lieut. Col. Lake, who distinguisliod 
himself upon this occasion. The enemy was, however, driven from nil 
the positions he had taken in tlje passes of the mountains, and our troops 
were advanced in the plains on their tops. For a considerable length of 
time the 2gth and 9th regts. alone were advanced to this point, with Brig. 
Gen. Fane’s riflemen at a distance on the left, and they wore afterwards 
supported by the 5th regt., and by the light compimies of Major Gen. 
Hill’s brigade, which had come upon their right, and by the otlicr troops 
ordered to ascend the mountains, who came up hy degrees. 

The enemy here made 3 most gallant attacks upon tlie 29th and 9th 
regts., supported as I have above stated, with a view to cover the retreat 
of his defeated array, in all of which he was, however, repulsed ; hut he 
succeeded in effecting his retreat in good order, owing principally to my 
want of cavalry ; and, secondly, to the difficulty of bringing up flie passes 
of tlie mountains, with celerity, a sufficient number of troo 2 )s and of 
cannon to support those which had first ascended. The loss of the enemy 
has, however, been very great, and ho left 3 pieces of cannon in oux’ 
hands. 

I cannot sufficiently applaud the conduct of the troops throughout this 
'action. The enemy’s positions were formidable, and ho took thorn up 
with his usual ability and celer%, and defended them most gallantly. 
But I must observe, that although we had such a superiority of numbers 
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employed in the operations of this day, the troops actually engaged in the 
heat of die action were, from unavoidable circumstances, only the 6th, 
9di, 29th, the riflemen of the 95th and 60th, and the flank companies of 
Major Gen. Hill’s brigade ; being a number by no means equal to that 
of the enemy. Their conduct therefore deserves the highest commenda- 
tion. 

I cannot avoid taking this opportunity of expressing my acknowledg- 
ments for the aid and support I received from all the General and other 
officers of this army : I am particularly indebted to Major Gen. Spencer 
for the advice and assistance I received from him ; to Major Gen. Fer- 
guson, for the manner in which he led the left column ; and to Major 
Gen. Hill, and Brig. Gens. Nightingall and Fane, for the manner in 
which they conducted the different attacks which they led. 

I derived most material assistance also from Lieut. Col. Tucker and 
Lieut. Col. Bathurst, in the offices of D. A. and D. Q. M. Gen., and 
from the officers of the Staff employed under them. I must also mention 
that I have every reason to be satisfied with the artillery under Lieut. 
Col. Robe. I have the honor to enclose herewith a return of killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

To Vise. Ciuflereagh. Lourinhn, 18th Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose a return of the killed and wounded in the 
affair between the outposts of the 15th insfc, reported in my letter to your 
Lordship of the 16th. 


Return of the killed, wounded, and missing of the Army under the command of Licnt. 
Geo. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley; K.B., on the 17tb of Aug. 1808. 



Officers. 
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1 

Total loss of officers, 
non-commissioned 
officers, and rank 
and Ole. 

EiUod ..... 

4 

3 

63 

1 

70 

Wounded .... 

20 

20 
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2 

335 

Hissing « • • • 

4 

2 

68 

* • 
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To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Oolrymple. Lourinha, 18th Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have addressed 
to the Sec. of State, in which I have reported the circumstances of an 
action whic^ I had with one of the enemy’s corps yesterday. 

To Vise. Oastlereagh. Lourinha, 18th Aug. 1808. 

Since I wrote to you last night I have heard from Brig. Gen. Anstru- 
ther that he is on the coast, off Peniche, with the fleet of victuallers and 
store ships, in charge of Capt. Bligh, of the Alfred, with a part of the 
force detached from England under Brig. Gen, Acland, in consequence 
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of the receipt of orders which I had left at Mondego bay for Gen. Acland, 
which he had opened. 

I have ordered Brig. Gen. Anstruther to land immediately, and I have 
moved to this place in order to protect his landing and facilitate his 
junction. 

Gen. Loison joined Gen. Laborde in the course of last night at Torres 
Vedras, and I understand that both begin their march towards Lisbon this 
morning; I also hear that Gen. Jimot has arrived this day at Torres 
Vedras, with a small corps from Lisbon ; and I conclude that the whole 
of the French army will be assembled between Torres Vedras and the 
capital in ftie course of a few days. 

To Lieut. Col. Goidon. Lourinlia, ISth Aug. 1808. 

The army marched from Leiria on the 13th to Calvario, and on iiie 14th 
to Alcobaqa, which place the enemy had abandoned in tire night of the 13th. 
I was joined at Alcobaqa by 1650 Portuguese troops, viz., 1000 regular 
infantry, 400 light troops, and 250 cavalry ; and I engaged to feed those 
troops in the same manner as those of His Majesty aro fed. Tlio Portu- 
guese Gen. Freire stated, os his reason for not joining me with the whole 
corps, that he could not find subsistence for it on the route towards Lisbon, 
which I intended to take ; and as I deemed it desirable on political, rather 
than on military grounds, to have with Uio British army a corps of Por- 
tugxiese troops, I desired him to send the corps which joined mo at Alco- 
ha(;a, which I engaged to feed. 

On the 15th I marched to Caldos, in 2 columns. As the possession of 
the town and Moorish fort of Obidos was important to me, with a view 
to my future operations, I directed that it might be talcen possession of by 
four companies of riflemen, shortly after the infantry of the army hod 
reached Caldas ; and they were detached to Obidos, under Major Travers, 
of the 95th. The enemy’s piquet, which was in the village, retired when 
Major Travers approached, and fired upon the riflemen, and were pursued 


M. G. O. Ckuiu du Sunnti, IBtli Aug. ISUS. 

The following new dietrlbution of brigades to tube place on leaving this ground s 
The 6th, or light brigade, to consist of the hOtti regt,, 4 companies of (be (iStli, and S com- 
panies of the 60th. 

One company of the 60th to be attached to each of the following brigades ; the Ist, 2il, 
3d, 4th, and Stb ; and to join them os soon os possible. 


G. O. Lourinlia, ISHi Aug, ISOS. 

The Lieut. General was perfectly satisfied with the conduct of the troops iu tho aotioii of 
yesterday, particularly with the gallantry displayed by tlie Sth, 0th, 29ili, GOtb, and 05th, 
to whose lot it principally fell to engage the enemy. 

From the specimen afforded yeelerday of their behaviour in action, the Lieut. General feels 
confident that the troops will distinguish themselves whenever the enemy may give them 
another occasion ; and it is only necessary for him to recommend to them a steady attention 
to tho preservation of order and regularity, and strict obedience to the commands wliich llio 
officers may give. ‘ 

Botunis of the killed, wounded, and missing, in tho action of yesterday, to ho sent ns soon 
as possible, tiirough the major of brigade, to the D. A. G., and lists of all officers of coi'in, 
specifying tanks and dates of commissions, to Ineut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. 

, _ {DetaU of t/io isma of provisions, ^0.) 

The army will match to-morrow : Ihe time and order of march will be hereafter notiOed, 
General officer for the day, to-morrow, Brig. Gen, C. Cranfui'd, 
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by a small detachment to the distance of nearly 3 miles from Obidos, 
The riflemen were there attacked by a superior body of the enemy, who 
attempted to cut them off from the main body of the detachment, which 
had now advanced from Obidos to their support. Larger bodies of the 
enemy then appeared on both ffanks of the detachment ; and it was with 
difficulty that Major Gen. Spencer, who had gone out to Obidos, when he 
heard that the riflemen had advanced in pursuit of the enemy, was enabled 
to effect their retreat to that village. In this affair, which was occasioned 
solely by the eagerness of the troops in pursuit of the enemy, we sustained 
a loss, of which I enclose a return. Capt. Pakenham’s wound is so slight 
that he has continued to do his duty with his regiment. The loss of the 
enemy in this affair was not inconsiderable, and much larger than that sus- 
tained hy His Majesty’s troops. 

The enemy having still continued in his position at Roli^a, I attacked 
him on the nth, and I enclose a copy of the letter which I have written 
to the Sec. of State, in which the particulars of tliis action are detailed. I 
have nothing to add to this letter, excepting to request you to represent to 
his Royal Highness my admiration of the conduct of the troops throughout 
the day. 

1 heard this morning, at 9 o’clock, that Gen. Anstruther had joined the 
convoy of victuallers and store ships stationed off Peniche, under Capt. 
Bligh, of the Alfred, with 2500 men of the force detached from England, 
under Brig. Gen. Acland. I have directed that this force may land in 
this neighbourhood ; and I have moved here this morning in order to 
protect his landing, and favor his junction with me. They will, I hope, 
land to-morrow. 

Gen. Loison joined Gen. Laborde at Torres Vedras last night, and they 
retreated this morning at daylight; and Gen. Junot, with a small corps 
from Lisbon, arrived at Torres Vedras at an early hour this day. I ima- 
gine that the whole of the French troops will join immediately, with a 
view to impede my march upon Lisbon. 

To Vise. Gastlerei^li. Louniiha, ISth Aug. 1808. 

My dispatch of yesterday and of this day will inform you of the state 
of affairs here. I never saw such desperate fighting as in the attack of 
the pass by Lake, and in the 3 attacks by the French on our troops in the 
mountains. These attacks were made in their best style, and our troops 
defended themselves capitally ; and if the difficulties of the ground had not 
prevented me from bringing up a sufficient number of the troops and of 
cannon, we should have taken the whole army. They say that the French 
lost 1500 men, which is a large amount; but I think they had more than 
6000 men in the action. 

As soon as Anstruther shall have landed I shall give you a good account 
of the remainder of the French army ; but I am afraid I shall not gain a 
complete victory; that is, I shall not entirely destroy them for want of 
cavalry. 

P.S. I enclose a letter for Mr. Borough about Lake’s death, and one for 
Lord Longford, to tell him that his brodier is quite well. 
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To Adm. Sit C. Cotton, Bait. Loutinha, IStii Aug. 1808. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that I beat Laborde’s corps yesterday, 
in an action of which the circumstances are detailed in the enclosed dis- 
patch to Sir H. Dalrymple, which I request you to peruse, and forward to 
him by the first opportunity. I hear that the enemy have lost 1500 men. 
Our loss is about 70 killed, about 350 wounded, and a few missing, officers 
included. 

I expect to have another brush witli the whole of his army in a day or 
two; and at all events to bo in your neighbourhood before long. If 
Junot, who is with tlie army, should retire, I shall be at Mafra on the day 
after to-morrow, I hope; but I recommend to you not to land your 
marines, &c. till you hear further from me. 2500 men, under Gen. An- 
struther, are with Capt. BUgh, and I propose to land them to-morrow. 

To the Duke of Richmond. Camp at Lourinha, 18tk Aug. 1808. 

You will see that we have beaten a French corps yesterday. The action 
was a most desperate one between the troops engaged. I never saw such 
fighting as in the pass by the 29th and 9tb, or in the tliree attacks made 
by the French in the mountains. These were in their best style; at the 
same time, if I could have got a sufficient number of troops up in time, I 
should have taken or destroyed their whole corps. 

The whole French aymy is now collected, and I have come here to 
favor Anstruther’s landing and junction. He will join me to-morrow with 
2500 men. 


To B. Boraugh, Eaq. Lourinha, 18Ui Aug. 1808. 

I do not recollect the occasion upon which I have written with moro 
pain to myself than I do at present, to communicate to you the death of 
your gallant brother-in-law.* He fell in the attack of a pass in the moun- 
tains, at the head of his regiment, the admiration of the whole unny^ and 
there is nothing to be regretted in his death, excepting the untimely mo- 
ment at which it has afflicted his family ,f and has deprived the public of 
the services of an officer who would liave been an ornament to his profes- 
sion, and an honour to his country. 

It may at the moment increase the regret of those who lose a near and 
dear relation, to leani that he deserved and enjoyed the respect and affec- 
tion of the world at large, and particularly of the profession to which ho 
belonged; hut I am convinced, that however acute may bo the sensations 
which it may at first occasion, it must in the end be satisfactory to the 
family of such a man as Col. Lake, to know that he was respected and 
loved by the whole army, and that he fell, alas ! with many otliers, in the 
achievement of one of the most heroio actions that have been performed 
by the British army, 

I cannot desire to he remembered to Mrs. Borough. 
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To Vise. CasUereagh.* Vimeiro, 20th Aug. 1808. 

I have had no opportunity of sending my dispatch of the llth to your 
Lordship till this day, and I now transmit it by Capt. Campbell, f my aide 
de camp, to whom I beg leave to refer your Lordship for any further in- 
formation you may require j at the same time, I beg leave to recommend 
Capt, Campbell to your Lordship as an oflSicer of great merit : he has 
served with me for some years in my family, and I have always had reason 
to he satisfied with his conduct. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Vimeiio, 20th Aug. 1808. 

Anstrutlier is on shore, and I expect him in camp every moment. I 
shall be near Mafra to-morrow. The enemy have their advanced guard in 
front of Torres V edras, and the main body of their army collected in the 

Vise. Castlereagh to Lieut. Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.6. 

Downing Street^ 19th Aug. 1808, 

1 have received and laid before the King your 2 dispatches of the 26th and 
28th July (o), giriiig a detail of your operations, from the time of your landing 
at Oporto till the disembarkation of your forces in the Mondego River, in imme- 
diate expectation of being reinforced by the division under Major Gen, Spencer. 
This circumstance, connected with the surrender of Gen. Dupont’s army, the 
retreat of Marshal Bessidres, and the evacuation of Madrid, joined to the assistance 
you must have received from the Portuguese, will have enabled you to commence 
your operations without delay ; and the fullest reliance is placed not less on your 
decision than on your prudence. 

I am also to express His Majesty’s approbation of the authority you thought it 
incumbent upon you to give Major Gen. Spencer, for making an advance of 
money to the Spaniards, and of your taking upon yourself the responsibility of 
that measure, in case Major Gen. Spencer should have felt the necessity of acting 
in couformity to your instruction. 

(a) Note. There having been no dispatch of the 28th July, it is snpposed that this is a 
clerical error, and that the passage should mu 6ms : ' your 2 dispatches of the 26th 
July and 1st Aug.’ 

t Lieut. Gen. Sir Colin Campbell, K.C.B. 


Viroeirop Iflth Aug. 1W)8. 

’The army will mai-ch at fi o'clock to-morrow morning ; the order of march will be made 
known in the morning. 

(Detail of the iseue of provisimts, IjO.) 

General officer for the day, to-morrow, Major Gen. Hill. 


Pass Order. . . , . . o 

Three days’ bread, from the 22d inclusive, to be issued this evening by the Assist. Com- 
missaries of brigades. The Dep. Commissary General will also issue 3 days’ bread to 6ie 
Portuguese troops acting with the army. 

^ Q Q Vlmelro. 19lh Aug. 1808. 

'The army will halt to-morrow; excepting the 6th brigade with their guns, and the 2d 
brigade wiUi their guns, the British cavalry (excepdng 60 to be left m campj, jnth 
80 of the Portuguese cavalry, which will march to-morrow morning at 3 o clock, without 
great coats or havresaoks, under the command, of Major Gen. Spencer. 

The rifle and light companies of the lat, 3d, 4th, and 6di brigades, will occupy, at t ie 
suinc hour, the ijresciit position of the light brigade, under tlie orders of Major Gen* Hiii, 

the General officer of the day. - .. ., 

Brig. Gen. Pane will draw out, on the rood leading to Lnurinha, precisely at 3 o clock, 
left ill ftoiit, and the 2d brigade and cavalry will immediately follow him. 

Tlie 3d hrigado will send immediately a captain and 60 men to the notffi of the village 
of Vimeiro, on the road by which the pray entered it this morning, and the cavalry will 
{lairole constantly from it during the night on the road to Lourinha. 
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rear of that town. I understand tliat they have got together everything 
that Portugal can aiford. 

Col. Brown, who has got charge of my letters to you, has not had an 
opportunity of going on hoard ship till tliis day. T intended to have sent 
them by my aide de camp, Capt. Camphell, in order that he might got the 
promotion usual upon such occasions ; hut I hope that I shall have another 
and a better occasion to send him home : if I should not, I trust that he 
will not lose his promotion hy my having omitted to send him on the 
present occasion. 

To Capt. Bligb, H.M.S. Alfred. Vimein^ 20th Aug. 1808. J past 11, a.B. 

I am much obliged to you for your letter of yesterday. I have just 
been down at Maoeira, where I hope that you will land the bread, ammu- 
nition, &c., and the saddles. It appears a very good landing place, and 
there is a good road, and it is no great distance from thence here ; but if 
you should think that place inconvenient, I will contrive to communicate 
with any other place at which you may land them. 

I propose to march to-morrow towards Mafra ; I shall be glad if you 
will he off Ericeira to-morrow evening. 1 shall contrive to communicate 
with you either to-morrow or next day, and to fix on the next place of 
rendezvous. I apprehend no accidents j hut I should like to keep the 
transports for a few days, in case of the occurrence of any. They might 
also be useful in turning any position the enemy might take in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Bock of Lisbon. 

P.S. If Gen. Aoland should join you, keep him with you, and desire him 
to let me know it immediately. 

To Lieut. Col. Gordon. Vimeiro, 20th Aug. 1808. 

I avail myself of the delay which has taken place in the departure of the 
ship which will take my dispatches to England, to acquaint you, for the 


G. O. Vimciro. SOtli Aiig. IBOR. 

The army will march at half past 4 o'clock to-morrow morning. Half a pint of wine 
per man, and one day's meat for to-morrow, to bo issued at 4 o’clock this evening to all tlio 
troops, excepting the 7th, or Brig. Gen. Anstruther'e Wgade, which will receive one pint of 
wine per man. 

Hetams of the number of bill books in possession of the several corps to be sent imme- 
diately to the D. Q. M. 6. 

(JDetail of guards ordered^ 

The several regiments of infantry will fortliwilh send in to the Dep. Commissary General 
20 camp kettles esoli, for the purpose of supplying the 7tli brigade, who are unjirovided witli 
them i and the 96th will, for the same object, furnish 8 campkeltles. As soon as the wliole 
are collected, the Dep. Commissary General will issue an equal proportion of them to the 
2d batts. of the 9th, dSd, and 62<1 regts., and the 97th regt., and will allot to each of 
those corps one cart for the conveyance of the kettles. 

No wine being prooutnble, an issue of spirits, will ho roodo to the troops. 

• A Portuguese and 10 British cavalry, with nn infantry piquet to he fur- 

nished by the 8th brigade, consisting of one captain, 2 subalterns, and 100 men, with noii- 
oommimioncd oilicers in proportion, will bo posted, at 7 o’clock this evening, at a large Inmse 
on toe hill in rear of Brig. Geu. C. Craiifurd's brigade, which piquet will patrole the front 
of the lavuie, as far as the sea, during the night. 

Ni^t Peas Order. 

The mmy will halt to-morrow. The men to sleep oocoutred to-night, in readiness to 
turn out, and to be under arms at 3 o'clock in the morning. 
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information of the Commander in Chief, Of the death of that gallant offi- 
cer, Lieut. Col. Stewart, of the 9th regt., in consequence of the severe 
wounds he received in the action of the l^th j and I request that you wiil, 
at the same time, represent to His Royal Highness that the conduct of 
Major Molle, who was also wounded upon this occasion, was such during 
the action as to merit my warmest approbation ; and I therefore beg leave 
to submit his name, to tlie favorable consideration of His Royal Highness 
to succeed to the Lieutenant colonelcy unfortunately vacated by tlie decease 
of Lieut. Col. Stewart. 

Should Major Molle be promoted upon this occasion, I request you will 
be pleased to submit to His Royal Highness, that the succession should 
go in the regiment in favor of Capt. Aylmer, Lieut. Finlay, and Ensign 
Curzon.* 


To Vise. Csstlereogh. Vimeiro, 21st Aug. 1808. 6, s.K. 

Sir H. Burrard will probably acquaint your Lordship with the reasons 
which have induced him to call Sir J. Moore’s corps to the assistance of 
our ai’my, which consists of 20,000 men, including the Portuguese army, 
which was to join this morning, notwithstanding former determinations to 
the contrary, and is opposed by, I am convinced, not more than 12,000 or 
14,000 Frenchmen, and to halt here till Sir John’s corps shall join. You 
will readily believe, however, that this determination is not in conformity 
with my opinion, and I only wish that Sir Harry bad landed and seen 
things with his own eyes before he had made it. Gen. Aeland’s brigade 
landed lost night. 

The French are in and about Torres Vedras. Junot’s corps, which 
arrived last, is the advanced guard, and the others are in the rear, 
nearly on the ground to which Laborde retreated after the battle of the 
I7th. 

♦ Tlie Hon. Wm. Curzon, afte^^ya^ds killed at the battle of Waterloo. 


^ Q Viniefro,2lBt Aug. 1808. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wellesley congratulates the oraiy on the signid victoir they have this 
iluv tibtuineii over the enemy, and returns them bis warmest thanks for llieir resolute Mid 
heroic conduct. He experienced the einoeiest pleasure in witiiOTing toious lustapces of the 
Biilhintry of the corps, and has, in particular, to notice the distuiguisUed brfiaviour of the 
Hoyal artillery, 2UtU light dragoons, the S6th, 40th, 43d, 60th, 62d, 60th, 7l8t, 82d, 

95th, and 97th regts. . . j • 

It will afford the Lieut. General the greatest pleasure to report to the Commander in Chief 
the bravery displayed by all the troops, and the high sense he enteifains of their meritorious 
and excellent conduct throughout the day. . , , . . ■ ...j n,. q.i, 

Tlie brigade under the orders of Brig. Gen. Acland is denominated the 8th brigade. 
The two companies of the 95 th, attached to it, will join those with 6th 
rifle oommiiy of the 60th wiU be transferred immediately from the 6th to the 7th bngade, 
and another from the 6th to tlie 8th brigade. .• t j. * i, 

Rotiiriis of the killed, wounded, and missing, in the action of to-day, to be sent to the 
D. A. G.’s olBce before 8 o’clock this evening. , , . j * n. 

An allowance of spirits, and one day’s meat for to-morrow, to he issued to the troops aa 

soon os possible. _ . „ .n 

General ofllcer for the day, to-morrow. Brig. Gen. Nigtitingall. , . , , . , , , 

A guard, consisting of 1 serjoniit, 1 corpord, and 18 private from the 4th brigade, to be 
sent immediately to Lieut, Gen. Sit H. Burrard’s quarters, in the village of Maceira on 
the river side, iter the sea shore, and the following guards to he relieved at 5 o clock this 
evening, by the Ist brigade. 
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To Lieut, Gen. Sir H. Burtanl, Bart* Vimeiro, aist Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you, that the enemy attacked us in our 
position at Vimeiro this morning. 

The village of Vimeiro stands in a valley, through which runs the river 
Maceira; at the back, and to the westward and northward of this village, 
is a mountain, the western point of which touches the sea, and t!ie eastern 
is separated by a deep ravine from the heights, over which passes the road 
whicli leads from Lourinha, and the northward to Vimeiro. The greater 
part of the infantry, the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 8th brigades, were 
posted on this mountain, witli 8 pieces of artillery. Major Gen, Hill’s 
brigade being on the right, and Major Gen. Ferguson’s on the left, having 
one battalion on the heights separated from the mountain. On the eastern 
and southern side of the town is a mill, which is entirely commanded, 
particularly on its right, by the mountain to the westward of the town, 
and commanding all the ground in the neighbourhood to the southward 
and eastward, on which Brig. Gen. Fane was posted with his riflemen, and 
the 50th regt., and Brig. Gen. Anstruther with his brigade, with half a 
brigade of 6 pounders, and half a brigade of 9 pounders, which had been 
ordered to the position in the course of last night. The ground over 
which passes the road from Lourinha commanded the left of this height, 
and it had not been occupied, excepting by a piquet, ns the camp had been 
taken up only for one night, and there was no water in the neighbourhood 
of this height. The cavalry and the reserve of artillery were in the valley, 
between the hills on which the infantry stood, bodi flanking aird support- 
ing Brig. Gen. Fane’s advanced guard. 

The enemy first appeared abotit 8 o’clock in the morning, in large 
bodies of cavalry on our left, upon the heights on the rood to Lourinha ; 
and it was soon obvious tliat the attack would be made upon our advanced 
guard and the left of our position j and Major Gen. Ferguson’s brigade 
was immediately moved across the ravine to tlie heights on the road to 
Lourinha, with 3 pieces of cannon j he was followed successively by Brig. 
Gen. Nightingall, witli his brigade and 3 pieces of cannon. Brig. Gen. 
Acland, and his brigade, and Brig. Gen. Bowes, with his brigade. These 
troops were formed (Major Gen. Ferguson’s brigade in the first line, 
Brig. Gen. Nightingall’s in the second, and Brig. Gen. Bowes’ and 
Acland’s in columns in the rear) on those heights, with their right upon 


* Lieut Gen. SirH. Burrard to Vise. Costlereagh. Haceiro, 21st Aug. 1808. 

Tile report, which I have the honor to enclose to your Lordship, made at iny 
request hy Lieut Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, convep Information which cannot but 
prove higJily gratifying to His M^esty. 

On my landing this morning, I found that the enemy’s attack had already 
commenced ; and 1 was forlimate enough to reach the field of action in time to 
witness and approve of every disposition tlint had been, and was afterwards 
mode, by Sir A. Wellesley ; his comprehensive miiicl furnisliing a ready resoiirco 
in every emergency, and rendering it quite unnccessiiry to direct any nltoratiun. 

1 am happy on this occasion to hear testimony to tho groat spirit and good 
conduct displayed by all the troops composing this gallant army in this well con- 
tested oction, 

I send this dispatoh by Capt. Campbell, aide de camp to Sir A. Wollesicy, no 
person heing better qualified to give your Lordship information. 




PORTUGAL. 


91 


the valley which leaas into Vimeiro, and flieir left upon the other ravine, 
which separates these heights from the range which terminates at the 
landing place at Maceira. On the last mentioned heights the Portuguese 
troops, which had been in the bottom near Vimeiro, were posted in the 
first instance, and they were supported by Brig. Gen. C. Craufurd’s bri- 
gade. The troops of the advanced guard, on the heights to the soutliward 
and eastward of the town, were deemed suflScient for its defence, and 
Major Gen. Hill was moved to the centre of the mountain, on which the 
great body of the infantry had been posted, as a support to these troops, 
and as a reserve to the whole army ; in addition to this support, these 
troops had that of the cavalry in the rear of their right. 

The enemy’s attack began in several columns upon the whole of the 
troops on this height ; on the left they advanced, notwithstanding the fire 
of the riflemen, close to the 50th regt., and they were checked and driven 
back only by the bayonets of that corps. The 2d batt. 43d regt. was 
likewise closely engaged with them in the road which leads into Vimeiro ; 
a pai't of that corps having been ordered into tlie churchyard, to prevent 
them from penetrating into the town. On the right of (he position they 
were repulsed by the bayonets of the 91th regt., which corps was success- 
fully supported by the 2d hath 52d, which, by an advance in column, 
took the enemy in flank. 

Besides this opposition given to the attack of the enemy on the advanced 
guard by tlieir own exertions, they were attacked in flank by Brig. Gen. 
Acland’s brigade, in its advance to its position on the heights on the left, 
and a cannonade was kept up on the flank of the enemy’s columns by the 
artillery on those heights. At length, after a most desperate contest, the 
enemy was driven back in confusion from this attack, with tlie loss of 1 
pieces of cannon, many prisoners, and a great number of oflScers and 
soldiers killed and wounded. He was pursued by a detachment of the 
20th light dragoons j but the enemy’s cavalry were so much superior in 
numbers, that this detachment has suffered much, and Lieut. Col. Taylor 
was unfortunately killed. 

Nearly at the same time tlie enemy’s attack commenced upon the 
heights on the road to Lourinha : this attack was supported by a large 
body of cavalry, and was made with the usual impetuosity of French 
troops. It was received with steadiness by Major Gen. Ferguson’s brigade, 
consisting of the 36tli, 40th, and list regts. ; and these corps charged as 
soon as the enemy approached tliem, who gave way, and they continued 
to advance upon him, supported by the 82d, one of the corps of Brig. 
Gen. Nightingall’s brigade, which, as the ground extended, afterwards 
formed a part of the first line by the 29th regt., and by Brig. Gen. Bowes’ 
and Acland’s brigades j whilst Brig. Gen. C. Craufurd’s brigade and the 
Portuguese troops, in two lines, advanced along the height on the left. 
In the advance of Major Gen. Ferguson’s brigade, 6 pieces of cannon 
Were taken from the enemy, with many prisoners, and vast numbers were 
killed and wounded. 

The enemy afterwards mode an attempt to recover part of his artillery, 
by attacking. the list and 82d regts., which were halted in a valley in 
which it had been taken. These regiments retired from the low grounds 
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in the valley to the heights, where they halted, faced about, and dred, and 
advanced upon the enemy, who had by that time arrived in the low ground, 
and they thus obliged him again to retire with great loss. 

In this action, in which the whole of the French force in Portugal was 
employed, under the command of the Due d’Abrantes in person, in 
which the enemy was certainly superior in cavalry and artillery, and in 
which not more than half of the British army was actually engaged, he 
has sustained a signal defeat, and has lost 13 pieces of cannon, 23 ammu- 
nition waggons, with powder, shells, stores of all descriptions, and 20,000 
rounds of mushet ammunition. One General officer has been wounded 
(Brenier) and taken prisoner, and a great many officers and soldiers have 
been killed, wounded, and taken. 

The valor and discipline of His Majesty’s troops have been conspicuous 
upon this occasion, as you, who witnessed the greatest part of the action, 
must have observed ; but it is a justice to the following corps to draw 
your notice to them in a particular manner : viz., the Eoyal artillei-y, 
commanded by Lieut. Col. Robe ; the 20tii light dragoons, which has 
been commanded by Lieut. Col. Taylor; the 50th regt., commd. by Col. 
Walker ; the 2d batt. 95th foot, commd. by Major Travers ; the 5th butt. 
60th regt., commd. by Major Davy; the 2d batt. 43d, commd. by Major 
Hull; the 2d batt. 52d, commd. by Lieut. Col. Ross; tlie 9*7 di regt., 
commd. by Lieut. Col. Lyon ; the 36th regt., commd. by Col. Burne ; 
the 40th, commd. by Lieut. Col. Kemmis; the 71st, commd. by Lieut. 
Col. Pack ; and the 82d regt, commd. by Major Eyre. In mentioning 
Col. Burne and the 36tli regt. upon tliis occasion, I cannot avoid adding 
that tlie regular and orderly conduct of this corps throughout the service, 
and their gallantry and discipline in action, have been conspicuous. 

I must take this opportunity of acknowledging my obligations to the 
General and Staff officers of the army. I was much indebted to Major 
Gen. Spencer’s judgment and experience in the decision which I formed 
in respect to the number of troops allotted to each point of defence, and 
for his advice and assistance throughout the action. In the position taken 
up by Major Gen. Ferguson’s brigade, and in its advances upon the 
enemy, that officer showed equal bravery and judgment; and much praise 
is due to Brig. Gen. Fane and Brig. Gen. Anstruther for their gallant 
defence of their position in front of Vimeiro, and to Brig. Gen. Nightin- 
gall, for the manner in which he supported the attack upon the enemy 
made by Major Gen. Ferguson. 

Lieut. Col. G. Tucker, and Lieut. Col. Bathurst, and the officers in 
the departments of the Adj. and Q. M. Gen., and Lieut. Col. Torrens and 
the officers of my personal staff, rendered me the greatest assistance 
throughout the action. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a return of the killed, wounded, 
and missing. 

P.S. Since writing the above I have been informed that a French 
General officer, supposed to be General Thidbault,* the chief of the Staff, 
has been found dead upon tlie field of battle. 


* It was not Genoial Tliiebault, 
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Return of the killed, wounded, and iniBsiiig of the Army under the command of Lieut, 
Gen. the Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B., on the 21st Aug. 1808. 



Officers. 
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Total loss of officers, 
non-commissioned 
officers, and rank 
and file. 

Killed 

4 

3 


30 

135 

Wounded .... 

37 

31 


12 

634 

Missing .... 

2 

3 

■ 

1 

61 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Bnnaid, Bart, Vimeiro, 22d Aug. 1808, 

According to the directions which I have received from the Sec. of 
State, I have the honor to enclose instructions which I have received from 
him, and a return of the troops which have been hitherto under my com- 
mand. 

To H,R,H. the Duke of York. Vimeiro, 22d Ang, 1808. 

1 have omitted to address your Royal Highness till I should have some- 
thing to communicate deserving your Royal Highness’ attention ; and I 
hope that the action which the troops fought yesterday will be deemed of 
that description. 

I wrote to Col. Gordon on the 18th, from Lourinha, and gave him a 
detailed account of occurrences here up to that date. On the 19th I 
moved to Vimeiro, in order to be more certain of protecting the disem- 
barkation of Gen. Anstruther’s brigade, which I expected would have 
been made at Maceira. Brig. Gen. Anstruther landed on that evening, 
and in the night of the 19th and 20th, about 8 miles north of Maceira, and 
joined on the morning of the 20th. It was my intention to move, on the 


Morning Pass Order, Vimeiro, 22 d Aug. isos. 

Commanding officers of corps will send without delay to the Dep. Adj. Gen. returns of 
the number of French prisoners in their charge, and particularly the rank and names of the 
officers. 

Letters for England will be received at the D. A. G.’s office in Vimeiro at 11 o'clock 
this forenoon fur uie purpose of being forwarded. 

G. O. . . . . , 

All regimental medical officers will repair forthwith, with all their surgical arbcles, 
to the General Hospital in Vimeiro, where Dr. Shapter will give them orders. 

The 97th regt. is transferred from the 7th to the 8th brigade, and will join the latter im- 
mediately. 

(JDetail of the issue of provisions, gttards, ^c.) 


h-Q.O. 

The army will hold itself in readiness to march to-morrow morning ; the hour and order 
of maidh wiU be notified hereafter. 


^ esd Aug. ISOS. 

The .horses of the country, whether hetonginy to the Portuguese dragoons or to the amy, 
and all mules, ^e., must be provided with forege gf the country by their owners giving 
receipts for the same. [Not in tlie General Orders from whence tins copy was made, 
alfliough mentioned in the Index of them.] 
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morning of the 21st, by the route of Mafra, by which I should have 
turned "ihe left of the enemy’s position at, and in the rear of, Torres 
Vedras; and I intended that Brig. Gen. Acland’s brigade, which appeared 
in the ofidng in the middle of that day, should he landed at Maceira in the 
evening, and join the army on that night. Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard, 
however, arrived off Maceira on the evening of the 20th, and determined 
that the army should halt at Vimeiro till it should be reinforced by 
Sir J. Moore’s corps, which was to be re-embarlced in Mondego bay. 
The disembarkation of Gen. Acland's brigade was effected in the evening, 
and during the night of tite 20th, and they joined the army about 6 in the 
morning of the 21st. 

During the night of the 20th and21stmypatrole8 gave me intelligence 
of movements by the enemy j but as we were so very interior in cavalry, 
my patroles could not go to any distance, and of course their reports were 
very yague, and not founded on very certain grounds. But I thought it 
probable that if I did not attack the enemy, he would attack me •, and I 
prepared for the conflict at daylight in the morning, by posting the 9 
pounders, and strengthening my right, where I expected the attack, from 
the manner in which the enemy had patrolled towards tliat point in tlie 
line during the 19th and 20th. He appeared, however, about 8 o’clock 
on the 2l8t, on the left, and an action commenced, of which a detailed 
account is given in the enclosed copy of a letter which I have written 
upon it to Sit H. Burrard. I likewise enclose a plan of the ground, 
which will more clearly explain the nature of the different movements 
made by the enemy and by our troops. 

I cannot say too much in favor of the troops : tlieir gallantry and tlieir 
discipline were equally conspicuous ; and I must add, that this is the only 
action that I have ever been in, in which everything passed as it was 
directed, and no mistake was made by any of the olScers charged with its 
conduct. I think if Gen. Hill’s brigade and the advanced guard had 
moved upon Torres Vedrae, as soon as it was certain that the enemy’s 
right had been defeated by our left, and our left had pursued their advan- 
tage, the enemy would have been cut off from Torres Vedras, and we 
should have been at Lisbon before him ; if, indeed, any French army had 
remained in Portugal. But Sir H. Burrard, who was at this time upon 
the ground, still thought it advisable not to move from Vimeiro; and the 
enemy made good their retreat to Torres Vedras. 

Sir H. Dalrymple arrived this morning, and has taken the command of 
the army. 

P.S. I have not yet been able to procure a plan of the ground, and I 
therefore transmit this letter without it. 

To Vise. Csstleieagh. Vimoiro, 22il Aug. 1808. 

After I wrote to you yesterday morning, we were attacked by the 
whole of the French army. Sir H. Burrard being still on board the ship, 
and I gained a complete victory. It was impossible for troops to behave 
better than ours did ; we only wanted a few hundred more cavalry to anni- 
hilate the French army. 

I have sent my report upon tliis action to Sir H. Burrard, who will 
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send it home. You will see in it that I have mentioned Col. Bume, of 
the 36th regt., in a very particular manner ; and I assure you that there is 
nothing that will give me so much satisfaction as to learn that something 
has been done for this old and meritorious soldier.* The 36th regt. are an 
example to this army. 

Sir Harry did not land till late in the day, in the midst of the attack, 
and he desired me to continue my own operations ; and as far as I am per- 
sonally concerned in the action, I was amply rewarded for any disappoint- 
ment I might have felt in not having had an opportunity of bringing the 
service to a close, by the satisfaction expressed by the army that the 
second and more important victory had been gained by their old General. 
I have also the pleasure to add, that it has had more effect tlian all the 
arguments I could use to induce the General to move on, and I believe he 
will march to-morrow. Indeed, if be does not, we shall be poisoned here 
by the stench of the dead and wounded j or we shall starve, everything in 
the neighbourhood being already eaten up. 

From the number of dead Frenchmen about the ground, and the num- 
ber of prisoners and wounded, I should think their loss could not be far 
short of 3000 men. The force which attacked us was very respectable, 
and probably not short of 14,000 men, including 1300 dragoons and artil- 
lery, and 300 chasseurs h cheval. 

Sir Hew Dalrymple arrived last night, and will land this morning. 


To the Dviko of Richmond. Camp at Vimeiro, 22nd Ang. 1808. 

Sir H. Burrard came here on the night of the 20tb, but did not land, 
and, as I am the most fortunate of men, Junot attacked us yesterday morn- 
ing witli his whole force, and we completely defeated him. You will 
see the account of the action. The French have lost not less than 3000 
men. 

Since I wrote to you last, I came here to facilitate Anstrutber’s landing 
and junction, which took place on the 20tli, in the morning. In the even- 
ing Acland came up from the Tagus, and I landed him immediately, and 
he joined us before the action yesterday morning ; but Sir Harry did not 
come up till the action was nearly over. 

Although we had, when Acland joined, not less than 11,000 men, and 
between 6000 and 1000 Portuguese incur neighbourhood, Sir Harry did 
not think these sufficient to defeat 12,000 or 14,000 Frenchmen, hut de- 
termined to wait for Moore’s corps, notwithstanding all that I could urge 
upon tlie subject. The action of yesterday has, however, had more effect 
tLnT i all my eloquence, and I believe he will mai’ch on to-morrow. If he 
would have allowed me to move that part of the army yesterday evening, 
which had not been engaged in the morning, the French would not have 
stopped till they reached Lisbon. 


* This olBoot was shorfly afterwards rewarded by the government of Carlisle being con- 
ferred on him. 
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Au Qaartiei' G4nC-ml de I'Anu^o Anglaiac, le 23 Aoftt> IM. 
Suspension d’Atmee arr6t6 entrfl Mons, le Chevoliet Artlmr Wellesley, IjiouteiiiTit\G4- 
neral, et Chevalier de I’ordre du Bain, d'nne pavtj ot Mojw. le Giin^ral do J4ivi- 
sion tCelleimaim, Grand Oflieier de la Lfigion d’Hnnnour, Commandcnr do I'enlrifc de 
lo Couronne de Fcr, Grande Croix de I'ordre du Lion de DaviOrc, de I'lintri' jnu'l i i™" 
deux drarges do pouvoirs dea Qfindraux resjrcotift doe Anides Fiaufuis™ «'( An- 
glaises. 

Art. 1. 11 y aura k dater de ce jour une suspension d’nrnii’s <’ii(ro liw 
avmdes de Sa MajesW Britannique et de Sa Majcstd Impdriali' et Hnjido, 
Napoleon I., it I’efTet de trailer d’uno Convention pour rdvaeiialiun 
Portugal par Parmee Fraur^se. 

Art, 2. Les Gdndraux en Chef dcs deux oi’nnles, et M. lo Coinnmndmit 
en Chef de la flotte Britannique ii I’entrdo du Tugo, jw'cndi'oiil jour jnnir 
se rdunir dans tel point de lac6te qu’ils jugeront eonveniible pour traitor 
et conolure la dite Convention. 

Art. 3. La rivifera de Sizandre formora la lignc do diinmreation dlnblin 
entre les deux ai'mdes. Torres Vedras no sera occtipd iii par I'lnie ni par 
I'aufre. 

Art, 4. M. le Gdneli'al en Chef de I’arnido Anglnise s’oliligora fi oonr- 
prendre les Portugais arnids dans cette suspension d’nnnt's, nt pour mix la 
ligne de demarcation sera dtablie de Lcirin h Tlioinar. 

Art, 5. II est convenu provisoirement quo I’anniV Franfiiiso no ponrra 
dans aucun cas 6tre considdrdo oommo prisonnifiro (In gnorri' ; ipio hnw 
les individua qni la composent seront transportds on Franno avot; arnii's irl 
hagages, et leuM proprietds particulifercs quolcoiicjuoa dont 11 ni' j)i»un*a 
leur 6tro rion distrait. 

Art. 6. Tout partieuHer, soil Porlngnia, soit d’nnn nnlion nlliihi it la 
Franco, soit Fran^ais, no jionrra Ctrcrochondaipimv sa rotiiliiilt' poliliijnc j 
il sera protegd, scs propi'idlds rcapt>oU(n.s, ot il aura la lihi'rld do so rolirer 
du Portugal dans un termo lixd avee; rc* (jni Ini appartiind, 

Art, L La neutraUtd du port de Lislmnni* sera rocornuu! pour la Jlotto 
Busse, o’est (\. dire, quo lorsquo I’anudn ou la llotte Anglaisn soroiit an 
possession de la ville et du port, la dite (lotto 11 uhh(s in* pouvm Alrn ni in- 
qu^We pendant son sdjour, ni avrfltdc qunnd ulle vondra sortir, ni pour- 
suivie lorsqu’elle sera sortie, qu’aprfes les (Idlais lixds par lus hris 
maritiroes. 

Art. 8, Toute I’avtillerie du calibre Pranyais, ainsi (juo li's clievaux dp 
la cavalerie, seront transports en France. 

Art. 9. Cette suspension d’armes ne pourra fitre rumpuo qu’on no se 
soit prdvenu quiu-ante-huit heures d’avanco. 

_ Fsit fit arrfitd entra les Gdndraux d(&ignC'B ci-dessus an hmr ot rnnn((e 
ci'dessus. 

Arthur Weli.eslky. La Gdn. ilc div. KiiLLiniiUANH. 

Article Additionnel. Los garnisons dos places oocupdes par I’m-miio 
¥ran9ajse swont comprises dans la prdsonto Convention, si ellcs n’ont 
point copituU {Lvant le 25 du counmt. 

AiiTHxm 'WBLi.BsiiBy. JjS Ggn, de div, Kbllkhmann. 
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To Capt. P. Malcolm, H.M.S. Donegal. Ramallial, 23d Aitg 1808. 

Torrens wrote to you on the night of the 21st to apprise you of the 
complete victory which we had gained; one of the consequences of 
which has been a suspension of arms between the French and us, prepara- 
tory to the evacuation of the country by them ; the conditions of which I 
signed last night. 

Although I signed these conditions, I beg that you will not believe that 
I entirely approve of the manner in which the instrument is worded. 

You will receive a public letter from me upon this subject tliis day, in 
which I have requested you to bring the whole of your fleet of transports 
to the mouth of the Tagus, with the exception of the horse ships, which 
are to go to England. 

P.S. It would be very convenient to us if you would communicate with 
Capt. Bligh as you pass by. I shall be much obliged to you if you will 
have another cask of my claret broken up and put in chests such as 
the last, and leave one of them with Bligh for me. 

To Capt. Malcolm, H.M.S. Donegal. Romalhal, 23d Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you that an agreement for the suspension 
ofhostilities between the British and French armies, preparatory to the 
arrangement of a Convention for the eimcuation of Portugal by the latter, 
was signed last night by the direction of the Commander in Chief. 

The Commander in Chief has desired me to inform you that he has 
received orders to a«nd to England all the horse transports now in Portu- 
gal, with the exception of those which will have brought out the 18tli 
light dragoons ; and he concludes that you will receive orders from the 
Admiral to send them to England without loss of time. He wishes, how- 
ever, that all the other transports, whether in the Mondego river, at Oporto, 
or off Maceira, should be brought to the mouth of the Tagus without loss 
of time ; and he has desired me to request that you will give directions 
that they may be sent to that station. 

To Charles Stuart, Eaq. ' Ramalhal, 25th Aug. 1808. 

Since- 1 wrote to you last we have been very actively employed in this 
quarter, arid with some success. 

On the I'ith inst. I attacked and defeated Labordc’s corps, consisting 
of about 6000 men, in the neighbourhood of Koliqa, about 6 or 7 miles to 
the south of Obidos. On the following day, the French troops under 
Gen. Junot, Gen. Loison, and Gen. Laborde, joined in the neighbourhood 
of Torres Vedras, to tlie amount of from 12,000 to 14,000 men. I 
marched on the same day towards Lourinha, to protect tlie landing of a 
brigade of infantry under Gen. Anstruther, which brigade joined me on 
the 20th at Vimeiro, near Maceira ; and I was joined by another brigade 
of infantry, under Gen. Acland, early in the morning of the 21st, which 
brigade had landed in the course of that night. The French army at- 
tacked me in my position at Vimeiro, on the 21st, at about 8 in the morn- 
ing ; and it was completely defeated, with the loss of 13 pieces of cannon, 
and a vast number of killed, wounded, and prisoners. Sir H. Burrard, 
who had come into the roads of Maceira on the night of the 20th, landed 
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during the action on the morning of the 21st; and if I had not boon prn- 
voutod, I should Imvo pursued the enemy to Torres Vedrns on tliiil even- 
ing, and, in all prohahility, the whole would have boon destroyed. 

Oh the 22d, in the morning. Sir H. Dalryraplc arrived ; and in the 
evening Gen. Kellermann came in witli n proposition to suspend hostili- 
ties, with a view to make a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal by 
the French. 

In the agreement which Sir How entered into upon this occasion there 
was an article stipulating that the Russians should bo allowed to use the 
port of Lisbon as a neutral port, which was referred to the Admiral, who 
has refused to consent to it ; and the General has this day given notice to 
Junot that the suspension of ai-ms will he at an end on the 28th at noon, 
unless a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal hy the I'k-oncli, by 
sea, should be agreed upon before that day. 

ITiis is the general outline of the state of affairs here. Sir J. Moore’s 
corps is in the roads of Maceira, and I believe is to be landed. Besides 
this, we have 6000 Portuguese troops at Lourinha ; and I believe tliere is 
a detachment of Spanish and Portuguese troops about Santarem and 
Abrantes. 

The retreat of the French is, however, open through Alcntojo towards 
Elvas ; and I have but little doubt that if wo should not get them out of 
Portugal by sea, they will secure themselves in Elvas and Almeida, and 
we shall have die pleasure of attacking those places regularly, or of 
blockading them in the autumn. If wo should ho able to got thorn away 
hy sea, it will be possible to push our troops into Spain nt nn early period. 
I request you to furnish Col. Doyle with such information from this 
letter as may he useful to him. 

The French troops ai'e now assembled at Cahe^a de Montaohlqno, and 
extending towards Mafra. Wo are behind Torres Vedras, which town is 
not occupied by eitlier party. 


Memorandum handed to Sir H. Dalrymple* by Sir A. Wellesley, for Ineiit. Col. Miin-ay, 

charged with the negotiation for a Convention. Uamnllml, 23il Aug. 1808. 

I. It would be very desirable to instruct Col. Murray nt an early hour 

• Lieut. Gen. Dalrymple to Lieut. Col. Murray, Q.M.Q. Riunidlml, aSUi Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter, which you will deliver tu the French Com- 
mander in Chief, and you will apprise liU Excellency, that as Gon. Kcllermmm 
appeared to attach much importance to the article roapecting the lluRsimiB, and as 
It IS exceedingly inconvenient and diaadvaiitogeous to Hie British army to he liable 
to the agreement for an unlimited suspension of hostilities, you will inform his 
excellency) that I shall consider that to wliich I have aen'ced to be at nn end nt 
12 o'clock at noon on the 28th. 

In case his Excellency should manifest a desire to continue the negotiations for 
a ConvenUon on the basis of the remaining articles of the agreement, I nutliorise 
you to enter upon and conclude it, with sucli ofiicer as almll ha appointed by tlie 
Commander in Chief of the French army, upon the terms specifiud in the cnulosod 
raGmoranda, subject to tile ratiilcAtion of the Admiral and inyself; mid in cnao 
you should find this disposition to exist in his Excellency’s mindy and if 3^011 
should enter upon the negotiation under these powers, you arc outhorised to 
apprise the Commander m Chief of the French army, that I shall have no ohioc- 
uon to a renewal of the agreement for the suspension of hostilities for a ilefinito 
period, to enable the officers employed to bring tlie negotiations to their result. 
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tHs day, to urge the A.dmiial to have a comiauuvcatiou with the Russian 
Admiral, in which the latter should he informed, that whatever might he 
tlie result of the negotiations between Sir Hew and the Due d’Ahrantes, 
the Russian fleet should not he molested if they conducted themselves as 
they ought in a neutral port, and took no part in the contest, 

II. If the Admiral should consent to this arrangement in favor of the 
Russians, and the Russians should he satisfied upon this point, the French 
Commander in Chief should he pressed upon the following points in the 
negotiation for the Convention. 

1st. The fort of Peniche to he evacuated in 2 days ; the forts of Elvaa 
and La Lippe in 4 days j the fort of Almeida in 5 days. The French 
army to cross the Tagus, and evacuate Lisbon and all the forts on the 
Tagus in 4 days from the signature of the Convention, and to he pre- 
pared to embark in 7 days, or as soon afterwards as the British Com- 
mander in Chief may appoint. 

The British army, in the mean time, to have the use of the port of 
Lisbon and the navigation of the Tagus. 

2dly. The mode of paying for the hire of the transports to he settled. 

3dly. The ports to he settled to which they are to go. Rochefort or 
Lorient would answer heat, as being the greatest distance from Spain 
and the Austrian frontier. 

4thly. Security to he required for the transports going to the ports 
appointed, and for the return of the transports; as 50 of those sent with 
the array of Egypt were detained in France. 

5thly. Some mode to he devised to make the French Generals disgorge 
the church plate which they have stolen. 

flthly. An exchange of prisoners to he settled. 

7thly. There are no horse transports; and the French must be per- 
mitted to leave Commissaries to sell the horses, or to hire vessels to 
transport them to France ; hut certainly not the cavalry itself. 

Flan for the operations of the Army. 

Ramalhal, 26th Aug. 1808. 

1. The whole army to march to-morrow morning, the 27th, to the 
heights on this side of Torres Vedras. This must depend upon the result 
of Lieut. Col. Murray’s mission. If Junot should declare himself ready 
to negotiate, the General would probably not be disposed to show his 
army so near the line of demarkation ; if not, the more ready to appear 
to move the better. 

2. On the 28th, the brigades, as follow, to march by their left to 
Sohral, viz. 

Major Gens. Hill, Ferguson. 

Brig. Gens. Nightingall, C. Craufiird, Fane, Bon'es. 

The 20th light dragoons ; the Portuguese cavalry; tlie Portuguese infantry under Col. 
Trant ; one brigade of 0 poiudors ; 2 brigades of 6 pounders ; spare ammunition. See., 
being in Col. Robe's park. 

3. The infantry of Lieut. Gen. Moore’s corps, to the amount of 5000 
or 6000 men, to he landed as soon as possible, and to he assembled in tins 
camp. Three brigades of artillery and their horses, and the cavalry 
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likewise, to be landed and assembled in the same place. It is supposed 
tliat this debarkation may be completed by the 28lh in the evening. 

4. On the 29th, in the morning, the troops which remain in this camp 
to march upon Enxara dos Cavalleiros, on the road to Cabeija de Monta- 
chique. The Portuguese army at Lourinha on the same day to St. Pedro 
de Codiera, on the road to Malra, and the corps at Sobral to St. Antonio 
do Tojal. If it should be found tliat the French troops still remain in the 
position at Cabe^a do Montachicpie, these troops will move on the follow- 
ing day, the 30th, by Loures, to attack the enemy at Cabe(;a de Monta- 
chique in the rear, while they will be attacked in front by the troops from 
Enxara dos Cavalleiros j and the Portuguese troops will on that day, the 
30th, move to Mafra. These corps will communicate ns follows; on the 
28th by Runa to Ramalhal; on the 29th by Runa and Torres Vedras to 
Enxara dos Cavalleiros ; on the 30th by the same route, unless the enemy 
should retire. If tlie enemy should retire, tlien by Cabe^-a de Monta- 
chique and Loures. 

5. The remainder of the infantry of Sir .1. Moore’s corps to be landed 
as soon as possible after the first disembarkation of infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery. This corps of infantry to be assembled as a reserve in the comp 
at Vimeiro, and to march on the 30th by the road towards Mafra and Cintra, 
keeping up its communication with the sea, and receiving its supplies of 
provisions from the shipping. 

6. All the ships now in the roads at Maceira to bo moved to tbc mouth 
of tlie Tagus, with the exception of a victualler, an ordnance store ship, 
a hay and oat ship, and a mediciiie ship, to remain with Capt. Bligh, who 
will communicate daily with the corps to be assembled in thu camp at 
Vimeiro, and to be marched by the route of Mafra. 

1. The other corps to be victualled as follows : The troops now in 
camp to receive 3 days’ bread for tlie 29lh, 30th, and 3 let, on the 28th in 
the morning at daylight. The corps to march to Sobral, to be attended 
by tlieir brigade Commissariat mules, carrying 3 days’ bread, and 3 days’ 
meat to be driven with them. The horses of tlie cavalry and artillery, on 
the 28fli in tlie morning, to receive 3 days’ grain for the 29th, 30th, and 
31st. 

8. Three days’ bread to be sent with this corps in waggons for the 
Portuguese infantry and cavalry. 

9. The waggons in the Commissariat depdt carrying above 100,000 lbs. 
of bread and meat, spirits, &c., to attend the movement of the corps, to 
march on the 29th from camp to Enxai-a dos Cavalleiros. Calculating the 
consumption of these troops at 15,000 rations daily, they will have bread 
to last till the 4th Sept. 

10. In order to make this arrangement complete, it will be necessary 

to get up 560 bags of bread this day, the 26th, which it is supposed wore 
landed yesterday ; to lay the whole of the bread down in this camp to- 
morrow morning, the 21th ; to laud 960 bags more on the 21th at Maceira ; 
and to send the empty carts on tlie 21tli to Maceira, so that they may be 
full on die 28th, and ready to move on the 29th. The corps which will 
land and come on to the camp at Torres Vedras on the 21th should have 
5 days’ bread with them, to the 31st inclusive. • 
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To Lord Mulgrave, First Lord of the Admiralty. Ramalhal, 26th Aug. ISOS. 

As my command is at an end, I hope I may be permitted to trouble 
you with a few lines on the co-operation which I have received from the 
navy. I have long been in the habits of friendship and intimacy with 
Capt, Malcolm, of the Donegal; but it is impossible for me to describe 
the zeal, the ardor, and the kindness with which he entered into all my 
views ; and the whole army will bear testimony to the exertions which he 
and all the officers of the navy acting under him made to provide for their 
convenience on the passage, to land them with celerity, and to provide fur 
all their necessities and comforts when they were on shore. His views in 
all these respects were fully carried into execution by Capt. Adam, of the 
Resistance, and Capt. Cadogan, of the Crocodile; and, after our arrival on 
the coast of Portugal, by Capt. Bligh, of the Alfred, from whom we re- 
ceived some most essential assistance. There were other Captains of the 
navy with whom we have had at different times occasion to communicate, 
and I must say that the same desire to render us every assistance in their 
power has animated them all ; which I attribute in a great degree to the 
disposition which, throughout the service, has been manifested by Capt. 
Malcolm, who was principally charged with its conduct. 

I also beg leave to recommend to your Lordship’s favor and protection 
Lieut. Fleetwood, the agent of transports, who superintended the fleet in 
which the army under my command was embarked. He is the most 
active, intelligent, and zealous of all the officers that I have seen in that 
line of the naval profession, and he really deserves promotion. If his ser- 
vices should be continued in the transport lino of the profession, benefit 
will be derived from his promotion, as his sphere will be enlarged, and 
the armies to which he may be attached in future will not suffer the in- 
convenience which that under my command did, of having him super- 
seded by an officer without any of his qualifications, in the midst of the 
service. I have to add that Capt. Malcolm is equally satisfied with Lieut. 
Fleetwood. 

To the CommiBsionen of tbs Tranapott board. Ramalhal, 26th Aug, 1808. 

As Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple has taken the command of the army, 
which was lately under my orders, I take this opportunity of drawing your 
attention to the conduct of Lieut. Fleetwood, the agent of transports at- 
tached to tliat army. I cannot say too much in praise of bis zeal, intelli- 
gence, and activity ; and I liave great pleasure in adding, that his conduct 
has given equal satisfaction to Capt. Malcolm, of the Donegal, to whom 
the conduct of the naval part of the service was intrusted. I therefore 
hope that you will apply to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
promote Lieut. Fleetwood, and otherwise reward him as you may flunk 
proper. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Ramalhal, 26th Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a schedule of recommendations for 
promotion, in consequence of the casualties which took place in the action 
of the 2lBtinst., together with some memorials in support of these officers’ 
claims, and also a memorial from Brevet Lieut. Col. Davies, of the 36th 
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rogt. ; all of wMcli I request you will lie pleased to forward to the Com- 
mander in Chief, for his Royal Highness’ favorahlo consideration. 

You will he pleased to ohservo, that I have recommended the succession 
in the 20th light dragoons, according to the seniority of the officers, as 
they stand in tlie detachment at present serving with this array; and al- 
though it may interfere in some instimces with the regimental priority of 
rank, I have considered the recommendation in favor of the officers named 
in die schedule ns a justice due to the gallantry which that corps displayed 
in the action of the 21st inst., particularly in the case of Major Blake, 
who is a most deserving ofilcor. 

To the Duko of Richmond. Ramulliiil, 37l1i Aug. 1808. 

I wrote to you after the battle of die 21et. On the 22d, in the morn- 
ing, Sir H. Daliymple arrived; and on that evoning Gen. Kollormann 
came in to ask for a suspension of hostilities, to give time for the nego- 
tiation of a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal by the French by 
sea. Sir Hew consented to this, and desired me to sign it, notwithstand- 
ing diat I neither negotiated nor approved of it. 

This agreement contained many improper stipulations ; among others, 
it gave the French 48 hours’ notice of an intention to put an end to it. It 
likewise contained a stipulation in respect to the Russians which ought never 
to have been admitted; and it was in other respects objectionable on ac- 
count of its French verbiage, I have not got a copy of it. The objections to 
it have, however, since been considerably removed, by the refusal of the 
Admiral to consent to die stipulation respecting the Russians, and by the 
determination of the suspension of hostilities to-inorrow at 12 o’clock, 
unless Murray, who is negotiating the Convention, should bo of opinion 
that an additional period of 24 hours is necessary to enable him to perform 
his work. I am ready to march ni die evening, and Sir J. Moore next 
day ; and, whether there is a Convention or not, I hope to bo in Lisbon 
by the beginning of September. 

I approve of allowing the French to evacuate the country, for I am 
convinced that, if we did not, we should be obliged to attack Elvas, Fort la 
Lippe, Almeida, and Peniche, regularly, or blockade them, and thus die 
autumn would pass away ; and it is better to have 10,000 or 12,000 addi- 
tional Frenchmen on the northern frontier of Spain, and the English 
army in Spain, than the Frenchmen in Portugal, and die English block- 
ading them in strong places. This necessity would have been avoided, 
if Sir H. Burrord would or could have carried on with Sir J. Moore’s 
corps the operations upon Santarem, which I recommended to him, by 
which the French would certainly have been out off from Elvas and 
Almeida. 

The French got a terrible beating on the 2lHt. They did not lose less, 
I believe, than 4000 men ; and they would have been entirely destroyed, 
if Sir H. Burrard had not prevented me from pursuing diem. Indeed, 
since die arrival of the great geneiuls, we appear to have been palsied, and 
every thing has gone on wrong. 

I am getting plans done for you of both the battles of the llth and2lBt, 
and 1 will write to you if any diing further should occur. I am not very 
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well pleased, between ourselves, with the way in which things in tliis 
country are likely to go on, and I shall not be sorry to go home, if I can 
do so with propriety ; in which case I shall soon see you. But I don’t 
like to desire to go, lest it should be imputed to me that I am unwilling 
to serve where I don’t command. 

P.S. I have heard nothing of Ireland since I left it. Pray, remember 
me most kindly to the Duchess, and Louisa, &c., and Lady Edward. 
Lord FitzRoy has been very useful to me ; and I have this day lent him 
to Sir H, Dalrymple, to go to the French head quarters. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Torres Veilras, 29th Aug. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a letter from Brig. Gen. Anstruther, 
covering a representation from Major Hull, of the 43d regt., respecting 
the inadequacy of the present establishment of subalterns and non-com- 
missioned officers to carrying on tlie duties of the 2d battalion of that corps 
in the field j and also a statement of the services of Major Hull,* whom I 
am induced to recommend for the lieutenant colonelcy, for the reasons 
stated in Brig. Gen. Anstruther’s letter, should His Majesty be pleased to 
appoint an additional Lieut. Colonel to the 43d regt. 

I request that you will he pleased to forward these papers to the Com- 
mander in Chief, for liis Royal Highness’ favorable consideration. 

To Capt. P. Malcolm, H.M.S. Donegal. Torres Vedraa, 29th Aug. 1808,^ past 5, p. m. 

Capt. Dalrymple arrived this morning with the Convention, signed by 
Gen. Kellermann and Col. Murray j but it was so objectionable in many 
parts, that a meeting of the General officers was called to deliberate upon 
and settle the alterations to be made in it, which meeting 1 attended. 
The result of the meeting was a proposal to make certain alterations, 
which I acknowledge I do not think sufficient, although the treaty will 
answer in its amended form. In the mean time the army remains on its 
present ground, very much against my opinion. 

I am afraid that I am so much connected with the credit of this army, 
that I cannot remain with it without falling as it will full. If I could bo 
of any use to men who have served me so well, I would stay with them 
for ever ; but as matters are situated, I am sure that I can be of no use to 
them ; I am convinced they cannot render any service, and I have deter- 
mined to go home immediately. 

At the same time I must say that I approve of allowing the French to 
evacuate Portugal, because I see clearly that we cannot get them out of 
Portugal otherwise, under existing circumstances, without such an 
arrangement; and we should be employed in the blockade or siege of the 
places which they would occupy during the season in which we ought 
and might be advantageously employed against the French in Spain. 
But the Convention, by which they should be allowed to evacuate Portu- 
gal, ought to be settled in the most honorable manner to the army by 
which they have been beaten ; and we ought not to be kept for 10 days 

* Aftenrarda killed in command of tUc 1st batt. 43d regt., at Gen. R. Craufurd’s affair 
on (be Cu.^, the 21th July, 1810. 
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on our field of battle before the enettiy (who sued on the day after the 
action) is brought to terms. I am quite annoyed on this subject. 

Definitive Coiivontioii fot the evaeimtion of Portugal by the Fronoli Amiy. 

The Generals commanding in chief of the British and French armies in 
Portugal, having deterininod to negotiate and conclude a treaty for the 
evacuation of Portugal hy tlio French troops, on the basis of the agroo- 
ment entered into on the 22d inst., for a suspension of hostilities, have 
appointed the undermentioned oflScers to negotiate the same in their 
names : viz., on the part of the General ' in Chief of the British army, 
Lieut. Col. Murray, Q. M, G. ; and on the part of the French army, 
M. Kellermonn, General of Division, to, whom they have given authority 
to negotiate and conclude a Convention to that effect, subject to their 
ratification respectively, and to that of the Admiral commanding tlie Bri* 
tish fleet at the entrance of the Tagus. Those 2 officers, after exchanging 
their full powers, have agreed upon the articles which follow : 

Art. 1. All the places and forts in the kingdom of Portugal, occupied hy 
the French troops, shall be delivered up to tlie British army, in the state 
in which they are at the period of the signature of the present Convention. 

Art. 2. The French troops shall evacuate Portugal, witli their arms and 
baggage : they shall not he considered as prisoners of war ; and, on their 
arrival in France, they shall be at liberty to serve. 

Art. 3. The English government slmll furnish tho means of conveyance 
for the French army, which shall he disembarked in any of the ports of 
France between Eoohefort and Lorient inclusively. 

Art. 4. The French army shall carry with it all its artillery of E'ronoh 
calibre, with the horses belonging to it, and the tumbrils suiiplied with 
60 rounds per gun. All other artillery, arms, and ammunition, as also 
the military and naval arsenal, shall be given up to the British army and 
navy, in tlie state in which they may be at the period of tlie ratification 
of the Convenlion. 

Art. 5. The French army shall carry with it all its equipments, and all 
that is comprehended under the name of property of the army, that is to 
say, its military chest, and the carriages attached to the field Commissariat 
and field hospital •, or shall he allowed to dispose of such part of the same 
on its account, as the Commander in Chief may judge it unnecessary to 
embark. In like manner all individuals of the army shall be at liberty to 
dispose of all their private property of every description, with full security 
herealter for the purchasers. 

Art. 6. The cavalry are to embark their horses, os also the Generals 
and other officers of all ranks : it is, however, fully understood, that tlie 
means of conveyance for horses, at the disposal of the British Commander 
in Chief, are very limited. Some additional conveyance may be procured 
in the port of Lisbon. The number of horses to be embarked by the 
troops shall not exceed 600, and tlie number embarked by tho Staff shall 
not exceed 200. At all events, every facility will be given to the French 
army to dispose of the horses belonging to it which cannot bo embaikcd. 

Art. 1. In order to facilitate the embarkation, it shall take place in 3 
divisions, tho last of which will be principally composed of the garrisons 
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of the places, of the cavalry, the artillery, tlio sick, and the equipment of 
the army. The first division shall embark within i days from the date of 
the ratification, or sooner if possible. 

Art. 8. The garrison of Elvas and its forts, and of Peniche and Pal- 
mella, will be embarked at Lisbon ; that of Almeida at Oporto, or the 
nearest harbour. They will be accompanied on their march by British 
Commissaries charged with providing for their subsistence and accommo- 
dation. 

Art. 9. All the sick and wounded who cannot be embai’ked with the 
troops are intrusted to the British army : they are to be taken care of 
whilst they remain in this country at the expense of the British govern- 
ment, under the condition of the same being reimbursed by France, when 
the final evacuation is effected. The English government will provide 
for their return to France, which shall take place by detachments of about 
l-ijO or 200 men at a time. A sufficient number of French medical 
officers shall be left behind to attend them. 

Art. 10. As soon as the vessels employed to carry the army to France 
shall have disembarked it in the harbours specified, or in any other of the 
ports of France, to which stress of weather may force them, every facility 
shall be given them to return to England without delay, and security 
against capture, until their arrival in a friendly port. 

Art. 11. The French army shall be concentrated in Lisbon, and within 
a distance of about 2 leagues from it. The English army will approach 
within 3 leagues of the capital, and will be so placed as to leave about one 
league between the 2 armies. 

Art. 12. The forts of St. Julian, the Bugio, and Cascaes, shall be occu- 
pied by the British froops on the ratification of the Convention. Lisbon 
and its citadel, together with the forts and batteries as far as the Lazaretto 
or Traffaria, on one side, and Fort St. Joseph on the other, inclusively, 
shall be given up on the embarkation of the second division, as shall also 
the harbour, and all the armed vessels in it of every description, with their 
rigging, sails, stores, and ammunition. The fortresses of Elvas, Almeida, 
Peniche, and Palmella, shall be given up as soon as the British troops can 
arrive to occupy them : in the mean time, the General in Chief of the 
British army will give notice of the present Convention to the garrisons 
of those places, as also to the troops before them, in order to put a stop 
to all further hostilities. 

Art 13. Commissaries shall be named on both sides to regulate and 
accelerate the execution of the surangements agreed upon. 

Art. 14. Should there arise any doubt as to the meaning of any article, 
it shall be explained favorably to the French army. 

Art. 15. From the date of the ratification of the present Convention all 
arrears of contributions, requisitions, or claims, whatever, of the French 
government against the subjects of Portugal, or any other individuals 
residing in this country, founded on die occupation of Portugal by the 
French troops in the month of Dec. 1807, which may not have been paid 
up, are cancelled ,• and all sequestrations laid upon their property, move- 
able or immoveable, are removed, and the free disposal of the same is 
restored to the proper owners. 
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Art, 16. All subjects of Frar»ce, or of powers in friendship or alliance 
with Prance, domiciliated in Portugal, or accidentally in this country, 
shall he protected. Their property of every kind, moveable and immove- 
able, shall be respected ; and they shall be at liberty either to accompany 
tl)e French army or to remain in Portugal ; in either case their property 
is guaranteed to tliem, with the liberty of retaining or of disposing of it, 
and passing tlie sale thereof into France, or any other country where they 
may fix tlieir residence : tlie space of one year being allowed them for that 
purpose. It is fully understood that shipping is excepted from this 
arrangement; only, however, in so far as regards leaving the port; and 
that none of the stipulations above mentioned can be made the pretext of 
any commercial speculation. 

Art. 11. No native of Portugal shall be rendered accountable for his 
political conduct during the period of the occupation of Uus country by 
the French army, and all those who have continued in tlie exercise of 
tlieir employments, or who have accepted situations under the French 
goveinment, are placed under the protection of the British Commanders : 
they shall sustain no injury in tlieir persons or property, it not liaving 
been at their option to be obedient or not to the French government. 
They are also at liberty to avail themselves of the stipulations of the 
IGtli article. 

Art. 18. The Spanish troops detained on board of ship in the port of 
Lisbon shall be given up to die General in Chief of the British army, who 
engages to obtain of the Spaniards to restore such French subjects, either 
military or civil, as may have been detained in Spain, without being 
taken in battle, or in consequence of military operations, but on occasion 
of tlie occurrences of the 29th of lost May and the doys immediately 
following. * 

Art. 19. There shall be an immediate exchange established for all 
ranks of prisoners made in Portugal since the commencement of the pre- 
sent hostilities. 

Art. 20. Hostages of the rank of field ofiScers shall be mutually fur- 
nished on the part of the British army and navy, and on that of the French 
army, for the reciprocal guarantee of the present Convention. The officer 
of the British army shall be restored on the completion of those articles 
which concern the army, and the officer of the navy on the disembarkation 
of the French troops in their own country. The like is to take place on 
the part of the French army. 

Art. 21. It shall he allowed to the General in Chief of the French 
army to send an officer to France with intelligence of the present Con- 
vention. A vessel will be furnished by the British Admiral to caa’ry him 
to Bordeaux or Rochefort. 

Art. 22. The British Admiral will be invited to accommodate his Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief and the other principal officers on 
hoard of ships of war. 

Done and concluded at Lisbon, this thirtieth day of August, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eight. 

Geougk Muruay, Q. M. G. 

KelIiRumann, Gdntiral do division. 



PORTUGAL. 


107 


Additional Articles to the Convention of ilie 30th Ang. 1808. 

Art. 1. The individuals in the civil employments of the armir, made 
prisoners, either by the British troops or by the Portuguese, in any part 
of Portugal, will be restored, as is customary, without e:cchange. 

Art. 2, The French army shall be subsisted from its own magazines up 
to the day of embarkation, the garrisons up to the day of the evacuations of 
the ibrtresses. The remainder of the magazines shall be delivered over 
in the usual form to the British government, which charges itself with the 
subsistence of the men and horses of the army, from the above mentioned 
periods until their arrival in France, under the conditions of their being re- 
imbursed by the French government for the excess of the expense, beyond 
the estimation to be made by both parties, of the value of the magazines 
delivered. The provisions on hoard the ships of war, in possession of the 
French army, will be taken on account by the British government, in like 
manner with the magazines of the fortresses. 

Art, 3. The General commanding the British troops will take the ne- 
cessary measures for re-establishing the free circulation of the means of 
subsistence between the cmmtry and the capital. 

Done and concluded, &c. &c,, and signed as before. 

To Viic. Castlereagh. Camp, N. of Torre* Vcrdiss, SOth Aug. 1808. 

A Convention, signed by Gen. Kellermann and Col. Murray, for the 
evacuation of Portugal by the French troops, was brought here yesterday 
morning ; but it was not ratified by the General, in consequence of his 
finding some fault with it. It was altered, hut not as I thought as it 
ought to have been, and was returned to Junot yesterday afternoon, in 
the mean time, the army has halted in its position ; with the only diffe- 
rence, that we have a corps in Torres Vedras, instead of 3 miles from 
that town. In short, in 10 days after the action of the 21st, we are not 
farther advanced; or, indeed, as 1 helieve, so far advanced as we should 
and ought to have been on the night of the 2l8t. 

i assure you, my dear Lord, matters are not prospering here ; and I 
feel an earnest desire to quit the army. I have been too successful with 
this army ever to serve with it in a subordinate situation, with satisfaction 
to the person who shall command it, and of course not to myself. How- 
ever, 1 shall do whatever the government may wish. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sit H. Dabytnple. Sobial de Monte Agraso, lit Sept. 1808. 

As it is probable that you will take an early opportunity of communi- 
cating with England, I think it proper at this time to submit to you the 
enclosed state of the horses attached to the artillery, with the corps which 
has hitherto been under my command. As it was not deemed expedient 
that I should take with me horses belonging to the artillery, horses be- 
longing to the Irish Commissariat were embarked for the purpose of 
drawing the artillery, which horses were of a very inferior description, 
being either cast horses from the dragoons, or horses purchased in Ire- 
land at a very low price, viz., £12 or £13 each; and they were never 
intended to be applied to tliis purpose. They have, however, performed 
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the service hitherto, but with tlie aids and losses stated in the enclosed 
papers ; and you will observe that there are at this moment 16 of tliem 
with incurable diseases. 

As these horses were never intended to pei'form the service of the artil- 
lery, and as I have every reason to believe that mules will not answer to 
draw our ordnance carriages, and that the country does not afford horses 
of a proper description, I cannot avoid recommending to you to call the 
attention of His Majesty’s government to this subject at an early period ; 
and to require an immediate supply of 300 artillery horses to draw the 
brigades of ordnance which have been hitherto attached to this corps, if 
you should have reason to expect that you shall require any further active 
service from those guns. 

I had already apprised the Sec. of State of the inadequacy of these 
horses to the service required of tliem. 

Wliile writing upon tliis subject, it is proper to remind you, that tlicre 
is another brigade of 6 pounders belonging to the corps hitherto called 
mine, three pieces of which are in the ships, and three were left at Leiria, 
as the horses were unable to draw tlicm on. 

To C. Stuart, Esq. Sobral, Ist Sept. 1808. 

In the last letter which I wrote to you I believe I informed you of our 
actiuns on the 17th and 21st Aug, j and that the Commander in Chief had 
agreed to a suspension of hostilities with the French, with a view to the 
settlement of a Convention for their entire evacuation of Portugal. 

Since I wrote that letter I have received yours (I tliink) of tlie 19th 
Aug., which I have given to Sir H. Dalrymple, and he will of course 
write to you. I trouble you now only because Sir R. Wilson’s departure 
for Oporto affords a favorable opportunity of sending a letter, and I 
consider it desirable that you should be apprised of tlie state of affairs 
here. 

The agreement for tlie suspension of hostilities, concluded on the night 
of the 22nd Aug., ended in a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal 
by the French, signed on tlie 30tli of that monUi. As far os I have learnt, 
the Convention contains nothing material, excepting tliat the French are 
to be taken to a port in France ; that they are to embark within 7 days ; 
tliat till they are embarked they are to remain in possession of Lisbon 
and a circuit of 2 leagues ; and we are to have Fort St. Julian, Coscaes, 
and all the forts on the coast and in the interior, upon the ratiiication of 
the Convention. They are to give up the Spanish prisoners on the Ge- 
neral engaging to use his good offices that Frenchmen taken in Spain, not 
having engaged in hostilities, should likewise be released. There is 
nothing else in the Convention that I have heard of that is of any import- 
ance. The Russians, Danes, &c., are left at our mercy. 

As far as I have any knowledge of them, I have many objections both 
to the agreement for suspending hostilities and to the Convention for the 
evacuation of Portugal by the French. I approve, however, of the prin- 
cipal point in the latter,, viz., to allow them to evacuate ; and it is useless 
to trouble you with my objections to the mode in which tliat point has 
been brought about. 
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My reasons for thinking that we have done right in allowing them to 
evacuate are as follow : 

1st. Sir H. Burrard and Sir H. Dalrymple having determined that they 
would bring Sir J. Moore’s corps down to Lisbon, instead of placing it 
in a situation in which it would have the means of cutting off the enemy’s 
retreat across the Tagus, he would have been enabled to secure himself 
in Elvas and Almeida, and the campaign would have been spent in the 
siege or blockade of those places. Admitting that the army which will 
evacuate Lisbon will be immediately carried to the frontiers of Spain, 1 
conceive it better to have that army in that situation, and our army acting 
in Spain, in co-operation with the Spanish troops, than to have the French 
troops occupying strong places in Portugal, and our army occupied in 
the siege or blockade of them. 

2dly. The Commander in Chief and those who surround him ap- 
peared very unwilling to advance towards Lisbon, even after our victory 
of the 2lBt Aug., without the assistance of Sir J. Moore’s corps; and as 
the period of his arrival at Maceira, the place of disembarkation, was 
very uncertain, and delays at this season of the year were very dangerous, 
and we had already had on the 22d Aug. some very bad weather, of 
which a continuance was certainly to be expected early in this month, 
when the fleet of transports, with which a communication was also lately 
necessary to us, must have quitted the coast, I considered our only chance 
of reaching Lisbon at all to be by negotiation. 

If we had not negotiated we could not have advanced before the 30th, 
as Sir J. Moore’s corps was not ready till that day. The French would 
at that time have fortified their positions near Lisbon, which it is probable 
we should not have been in a situation to attack till the end of the first 
week in this month. Then, taking the chances of the bad weather 
depriving us of the communication with the fleet of transports and 
victuallers, and delaying and rendering more difificult and precarious our 
land operations, which after all would not have been effectual to cut off 
the retreat of the French across the Tagus into Alentejo, I was clearly 
of opinion that the best thing to do was to consent to a Convention and 
allow them to evacuate Portugal. 

The detail of this Convention, and of the agreement for suspending 
hostilities, is a question of another kind, upon which it is useless that I 
should trouble you ; and I write what I have above written only that you 
may be aware of the general grounds on which I acquiesced in the Con- 
vention, os far as its principal point goes, some of which, I believe, in- 
duced the General himself to consent to it. 

I do not know what Sir H. Dalrymple proposes to do, or is instructed 
to do ; but if I were in his situation 1 would have 20,000 men at Madrid 
in less than a month from this time. I propose recommending to him to 
arm and accoutre the Spanish troops, and to send them into Spain. 

We, that is, my corps, are only 24 miles from Lisbon, and I believe 
the army about the same distance, on the side of Mafra. 

To Ike Duke of Richmond. Sobial, 1st Sept. ISOS. 

A Convention was signed on the day before yesterday, for the evacuation 
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of Portugal by the French, and they will he off in tho course of 1 days. I 
have not seen the Convention, and I know it contains some matter of 
wliich I disapprove, as much as I did of the agreement for the suspension 
of hostilities, but it is useless to trouble you with my objections to it. I 
told you in my lost letter that I thought it right to agree to the main 
point in the Convention, viz. the evacuation ; and it is not of much im- 
portance in what manner that is carried into execution. 

The armies are now situated as follows : my corps is on tho loft, about 
24 miles from Lisbon, and I shall march to-morrow to Buccllos and Tojal, 
where I shall be about 12 miles from thence ; and the army, consisting 
of Moore’s corps, and Anstruther’s and Acland’s brigades, are this day at 
Mafra, and will be to-morrow at Cintra. They will occupy St. J ulian 
and Cascaes, and we shall remain in these situations until tho French shall 
evacuate. We got all the forts in the interior and on the coast imme- 
diately upon the ratification of the Convention. 

I shall wait till I see the French fairly off, by which time I hope that I 
shall hear from ministers whether they wish me to returrf to my office. If 
tliey do, I shall be with you immediately ; and I assure you that, consider- 
ing tlie way in which things are likely to be carried on here, I shall not 
be sorry to go away. 

Beraember me most kindly to the Duchess and the children. 

P.S. Lord FitzRoy is come back from Lisbon, and gives a line account 
of Junot, who was very civil to him. 

To the Gmeial Officen. Zambujal, 12 miles N. of Lisbon, 3d Sept. ISOS. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of tins day, and I assure 
you tliat it is a source of great gratification to me to find that my conduct 
in the command, with which I was lately intrusted by His Majesty, has 
given you satisfaction. 

As my efforts were directed to forward the service on which we were 
employed, I could not fail to receive your support and assistance j and to 
the cordial support and friendly advice and assistance which 1 invariably 
received from you collectively and individually, I attribute the success 
of our endeavors to bring the army into the state in which it was formed 
to meet the enemy on the days on which the gallantry of the officers and 
soldiers was stimulated by your example, and their discipline aided and 
directed by your experience and ability. 

Under these circumstances my task has been comparatively light, and 
I imagine that its difficulty has been overrated by your partiality ; but I 
have a pride in the reflection that as I should not deserve, so I should not 
possess, your regard, if I had not done my duty ; and with these senti- 
ments, and those of respect and affection for you all, I accept of that 
testimony of your esteem and confidence which you have been pleased to 
present to me. 


The_ General officers who landed with the troops at tho Mondegn to I.ieut. Gnn.- tho Hon. 
Sir A. ■WcHesley, IC.B. Camp at St. Antonio do Tojnl, 3(1 S(!pt. 1808. 

Anxi(]UB to manifest tho high esteem mid respect wo hour towards yon, and tlie 
satisfaction we must ever feel in having had tho good fortune to serve under your 
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command, we have this day directed a piece of plate, value 1000 guineas,* to be 
prepared and presented to you. 

The enclosed inscription, wliich we have ordered to be engraved on it, espresaes 
our feelings on this occasion. 

B. SrEucER, Major Gen. B. F. Bowes, Brig. Gen. 

E. Hill, Major Gen. H. Fane, Brig. Gen. 

R. Ferguson, Major Gen. J, Gatlin Craufuru, Brig. Gen. 

M. Niohtingall, Brig, Gen. 

‘ Inscription. 

‘ From the General officers serving in the British army, originally landed at Figueira, 
in Portugal, iu the year 1808, to Lieut. Gen. the Rt. Hon, Sir A. Wellesley, K,B., &c., 
their Commander. 

‘ Major Gen. Spencer, second in command. Major Gena. Hill and Ferguson, Brig. Gens. 
Nightiiigall, Bowe^ Fane, and Craufurd, oiler this giit to their leader, in testimony of the 
high respect and esteem they feel for him os a man, and the unbounded confidence they 
place in him as an officer.’ 

Vise. Castlereagh to Lieut Gen, the Hon. Sit A. Wellesley, K.B. 

Dawning Street^ 4th Sept. 1808. 

I received hy your aide de camp, Capt. Campbell, your dispatches of tlie ICth 
and ITth Aug., the first containing the account of the affair at Alcoba;a, which 
obliged the enemy to retire his advanced posts; the other of the 17th, containing 
the acconnt of your attack, with the troops under your command, on the advanced 
corps of the enemy, in their formidable position near Obldos, and of their entire 
defeat. 

These dispatches having been laid before His Mmesty, I am to convey to you 
His Majesty's entire satisfaction in the able, spirited, and decisive conduct you 
have displayed, by wliicb so much credit has been reflected upon His Majesty's 
I nis, and the progress of the army towards the complete reduction of the enemy 
was so greatly facilitated. 

His Majesty has also signified his royal pleasure, that his most gracious appro- 
bation should be signified by you to Major Gen. Spencer, and to the Generals and 
other officers under your command, for the skill, valor, and perseverance tliey 
exhibited, and to the troops in general, for the coiu-age, coolness, and determina- 
tion which appear to have marked their conduct. 

Vise. Castlereagh to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard, Bart. Dawning Street; 4th Sept. 1808. 

I received by Capt. Campbell, aide de camp to Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, 
your dispatch of the 2l8t ult., enclosing the report to you from that General, of 
uie signal victory obtained by His Majesty’s forces under his orders, when attacked, 
at Vimeiro, by the whole of the French force in Portugal, commanded by Gen. 
Jimot in person. 

Having laid the same before His Majesty, I am directed by His Majesty to 
desire that you will signify to Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, that the disposition 
made by him to receive the enemy, and the skill and valor displayed by him in 
effecting their total defeat, have afforded His Mmesty the highest satisfaction. 

The conduct of Major Gen. Spencer, and of the other Generals and ofilceTS 
who so ably executed the orders they had received, and displayed so many in- 
stances of judgment and valor, is highly honorable to themselves and acceptable 
to His Majesty. 

You will be pleased to communicate the satisfaction His Mmesty feels in the 
deliberate and steady bravery by which his troops distinguished themselves, re- 
flecting at once equal honor upon the character and discipline of his army — 
qualities hy which mone success in war can he permanently looked for. 

The delicacy and honorable forbearance which determined you, though present 
in the action, not to interfere with the arrangements previously made by Lieut. 
Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, and then in progress of execution, has been observed by 
His Majesty witli approbation. 

* This piece of plate was afterwards augmented in value by the additional subscriptions 
of Gens. Anstnithra and Acland, and the field officers of fbe army who served under the 
orders of Hiyor Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, at the battle of Vimeiro. 
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To Capt. P. Malcolm, H.M.S. Dm^al. Zamljujal, Stli Sept. 1808. 

I received your letter of Saturday this morning, having been at Cintra 
yesterday morning, and not having returned here till late in the evening. 
I lament the situation of our affairs as much as you do, and I did every 
thing in my power to prevent it j but my opinion was overruled. I had 
nothing to do with the Convention as it now stands ; and I have never 
seen it to tills moment. 

I have not heard from your brother yet, but I suppose his letter la 
coming to me. I will see you soon if I can. I have stronger reasons, 
public as well as private, h'l-t I shall not decide hastily or in anger upon 
any subject. 

P.S. Give my best love to Cadogan, and tell him that I lament the re-i 
suit of our labors as much as he does, but that it is not ray fault. I have 
only to regret that I put my name to an agreement of which I did not 
approve, and which I did not negotiate. If I had not done it, I really 
believe that they would not have dared to make such a Convention as they 
have made ; notwithstanding that that agreement was never ratified, and 
is now so much waste paper. 

To Lieut. Col. Murray, Q. M. 6. Zambujul, Stii Sept. 1808. 

I hope you will be able to make a good arrangement for the perform- 
ance of the duty required from me in tiia Asturias, for which I deem 
myself incapable. If it were not so, I believe your experience of tho zeal 
with which I served Lord Cathcart would convince you that I would not 
decline performing any duty which the government could require from 
me. I shall not conceal from you, however, that I consider myself in a 
very different situation in this army from that in which Lord Cathcart 
placed me ; and I acknowledge that I cannot venture to do many things 
which I did for him, because it is evident that there exists a wont of con- 
fidence which never existed in respect to me in any former instance. 
This, however, did not affect my decision in the service required of me 
yesterday, which I certainly should have undertaken if I had been capable 
of performing it 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Daliymple. Zambnjal, Sth Sept. 1808. 

When I had the honor of recommending to you to appoint a successor 
to Capt Preval of the Foreign Engineers, as Captain of Guides, I apprised 
you of the bad state of healtli of that ofScer, who had then requested mo 
to apply to you for leave to go to England for his recovery, which request 
he has since repeated. I therefore heg leave to recommend that Capt 
Preval may have leave to go to England for the recovery of his health. 

I cannot make this request without, at the same time, mentioning my 
sense of Capt Preval’s services, not only in his capacity of engineer, but 
in that of Captain of Guides.'^ In Portugal tlie services of an oiBcer in 
the latter capacity are most essential, there being no map of tho country, 
and no person capable of giving information of a toi»grnphical nature ; 
and of all those whose services have contributed to the success of tlio Into 
operations, there is none who, in his line, stands higher than Capt. Preval. 

Under these circumstances, I recommend this application for leave of 
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absence to your favorable attention. And as his duty has been most 
laborious, and attended by some responsibility, I beg leave to recommend 
that he may have the pay and allowances of a D. A. Q. M. G. from the 
Ist Aug., on which day he commenced to perform it. I have to mention 
that if the command of the army had remained in my hands, I should have 
given him that appointment, which I observe that you have given to his 
successor in the Corps of Guides. 

To Vise. Costlereagb. Zambujal, 12 miles M. of Lisbon, Stb Sept. 1808. 

Your brother Charles communicated to me your letterof the 20th Aug. 
to Sir H. Dalrymple, of which Sir Hew himself communicated to me 
different parts yesterday j and I proceed to give you my opinion on the 
points to which it relates. I must apprise you, however, that our infor- 
mation here of the state of affaim in Spain is very defective ; that we, or 
at least I, do not know what is the position, what are the numbers, what 
are the means, or what ought to be the objects of the French army in 
Spain ; and I am equally ignorant of the state of the force of the Spaniards. 

I rather believe, however, that the French army in Spain now consists 
of about 40,000 men, of which number about 5000 ore cavalry, and that 
they are under the command of Marshal Bessicires, and are stationed some- 
where about Vitoria, in Biscay. The probability that they will be rein- 
forced must depend upon the state of affairs in the other parts of Europe, 
of which I have no knowledge whatever ; but if the attention of the French 
government is not called to other quarters, we must expect that the French 
army in Spain will be increased at an early period to a very largo amount 

The amount of the force with which operations can bo carried on in 
Spain is another and a very material consideration, which bears upon the 
whole question ; and, from all that I have heard of the state of the re- 
sources in the country, I should doubt whether it will be practicable to 
carry on operations in Spain with a larger corps than 40,000 men. Tliere 
may be other corps de reserve, and employed in operations on other lines, 
or on the same line, in the protection of convoys from France, &c. ; but 
it is not probable that the corps in front will exceed 40,000 men. You 
must consider this, however, as a mere matter of opinion, founded upon 
general information of the state of the resources in Spain, in which I may 
be much mistaken. 

The next point for consideration is the force of the Spaniards : I really 
know of nothing that they have in the shape of an army capable of meeting 
the French, excepting that under Gen. Castanos. Gen. Cuesta has some 
cavalry in Castille ; Gen. Galluzzo some more in Estremadura j and Blake’s 
army of Galicia may in time become an efficient corps. But those armies 
of peasantry, which in Murcia, Valencia, and Catalonia, have cut up French 
corps, must not be reckoned upon (at least at present) as efficient armies 
to meet the French troops in the field. It is most probable that they will 
not, and indeed cannot, leave their provinces ; and if they could, no officer 
could calculate a great operation upon such a body. 

I doubt not that, if an accurate report could be made upon their state, 
they want arms, ammunition, money, clothing, and military equipments 
of every description ; and although such a body are very formidable and 

VOL. III. 
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efScient in their own country, and probaHy equal to its defence, they must 
not be reckoned upon out of it ; and in any case it is impossible to esti- 
mate the eifect of their efforts. In some cases equal numbers will oppose 
with success the French troops j in others, 1000 Frenchmen, with cavalry 
and artillery, will disperse tliousands of them, and no reliance can be placed 
on them in their present state. 

The result, then, of my information of the present state of the Spanish 
force to be opposed to the French, is, that there are about 25,000 men 
under Castafios, now ready, and about the same number under Blake in 
Galicia, upon whom you may reckon as eflScient troops. All the rest 
may become so, and may be useful in different ways even at present, but 
you must not found the arrangement for a great military operation on 
their utility or efSciency. I understand that government had promised 
10,000 men to Castanos, and I have no doubt whatever that a corps well 
equipped, consisting of about 15,000 men, including a proportion of 
British cavalry and artillery, would be highly useful to him. This would 
make his army 40,000 men, of which the British corps would be the best 
troops that could be found anywhere ; and this army, aided by the insur- 
rection from the other kingdoms of Spain, would be the operating army 
against what I have supposed to be the French operating army. This 
British corps should advance from Portugal, to which kingdom it would 
be in the mean time a defence. 

You should leave in Portugal a British corps of 5000 men, to be' sta- 
tioned at and in the neighbourhood of Lisbon, with probably a small gar- 
rison in Elvas, The object in stationing this corps in Portugal is to give 
strength to the government which you will establish here, and to render it 
independent of the factions and intrigues by which it will be assailed on all 
sides. You ought to send to Lisbon, in the quality of the King’s Ambas- 
sador, a discreet person, who could superintend the management of the 
affairs of this country, particularly the expenditure of the money which 
you must supply for its wants, and its application to the purposes for 
which it will be given, viz., to provide a military defence. 

The next consideration is the employment of the remainder of the army 
now in Portugal, amounting by estimate to about 10,000 men, with an 
additional corps of 10,000 men assembled and ready in England, and some 
cavalry. I acknowledge that I do not think the affairs in Spain are in so 
prosperous a state as that you can trust, in operations within that kingdom, 
the whole disposable force which England possesses, without adopting 
measures of precaution, which will render its retreat to the sea coast nearly 
certain. Besides this, I will not conceal from you that our people are so 
new in the field, that I do not know of persons capable of supplying, or, 
if supplied, of distributing the supplies, to an army of 40,000 men 
(British troops) acting together in a body. Even if plenty could be ex- 
pected to exist, we should starve in the midst of it, for want of due 
arrangement. But the first objection is conclusive. We may depend upon 
it that whenever we shall assemble an army tlie French will consider its 
defeat and destruction their first object, particularly if Buonaparte should 
be at the head of the French troops himself j and if the operations of our 
army sliould be near the French frontier, he will have the means of raul- 
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tiplying, and will multiply, the numbers upon our army in such a degree 
as must get the better of them. For the British array, therefore, we must 
have a retreat open, and that retreat must he the sea. 

Our operations carried on from Portugal and the north of Spain would, 
as you truly observe, involve us in a line of operations much too long. 
The retreat would be difficult, if not impossible. This objection, you 
will say, would apply equally to the corps of 15,000 men proposed to he 
employed with Castanos. 1st, I conceive that there is a great deal of dif- 
ference between the rislc of tlie loss of such a corps as this, and that of the 
loss of the whole of the disposable force of Great Britain. 2dly, it does 
not follow that, because the whole British army could not make its retreat 
into Portugal, a corps of 15,000 could not. 3dly, it does not follow that 
this corps of 15,000 men would necessarily retreat upon Portugal ; being 
a part of Castanos’ army, it might retire with his troops into Andalusia, 
leaving the frontiers of Portugal to be defended by the Portuguese and 
the British corps of 5000 men, till those, or a part of them, would again 
he brought round to the Tagus, or could enter Portugal by Algarve. I 
conclude, then, that although this corps might be risked, and its retreat to 
the sea should be considered in some degree en Voir, that of the whole dis- 
posable force of Great Britain ought to be, and must he, saved. 

Tlie only efficient plan of operations in which the British troops can be 
employed, consistently with this view, is upon the flank and rear of the 
enemy’s advance towards Madrid, by an issue from the Asturias. If it be 
true, as is stated by the Asturian deputies in London, that their country is 
remarkably strong, and that it is secure from French invasion ; if it be 
true that the ports of Santander and Gijon, the former particularly, are 
secure harbours in the winter ; and if the walls can give to both, or either, 
the means of making an embarkation, even if the enemy should be able 
to retreat through the mountains ; the Asturias is the country we should 
secure immediately, in which we should assemble our disposable force as 
soon as possible, and issue forth into the plains, either by Leon or the pass 
of Reynosa. The army could then have a short, although probably a diffi- 
cult communication with the sea, which must bo carried on by mules, of 
which there are plenty in the country ; it could co-operate with Blake’s 
Galician army, and could press upon the enemy’s right flank and rear, 
and turn his position upon the Ebro, which it is evident he intends to 
make his first line. To secure the Asturias as soon as possible, you may 
depend upon it, is your first object in Spain, and afterwards to assemble 
within that country your whole disposable force, after marching the de- 
tachment to Castanos. 

There are some points of detail which must be attended to in these 
arrangements. The army now in this country might either be marched 
into Leon, or it might be embarked and transported to Qijon or Santander. 
The latter would be the quickest operation; by the adoption of the former, 
its artillery, in its present form, might accompany it ; but it must be re- 
collected, that if the artillery should be kept in its present form, in case 
of retreat it must be left behind in the plains ; as I understand there is no 
carriage-road across the mountains of Asturias. 

The troops, then, now in this country ought to be embarked in tiie 



110 


PORTUGAL. 


Tagus, and sent to the Asturias ; and ordnance carriages ouglit to be sent 
from England without loss of time, which can he taken to pieces, and 
carried by hand, or when put together can be drawn by horses. The re- 
ports, which will be made by the ofBcers sent to those countries, will state 
whether cavalry can pass through them : I should think they might ; as I 
see that wherever a mule can go a horse can likewise. If so, the cavalry 
from England should likewise be landed in Asturias; if not, the cavalry 
should be landed at Coruna or Ferrol, and join the army in tlm plains, 
through the passes of Galicia, whidi we know are practicable for cavalry. 

There remains now to be considered only the operations of the Sicilian 
corps, consisting of 10,000 men. In the present state of affairs tlie govern- 
ment will probably not deem it expedient to remove this corps from the 
Mediterranean. If the Spaniards should be able to make any head against 
the French on the left of their line in Cahdonia, and on the Lower Ebro, 
this corps might reinforce that part of the Spanish insurrection, keeping 
its retreat always open to the sea. This, however, would be very difficult, 
the French being in possession of Barcelona ; and probably the siege of 
that place, aided by the insurgents of Catalonia, would be the most this 
corps would perform. And whether the operation should be successfully 
included, or the corps should be forced to re-embark in consequence of 
the approach of the stronger French force, it would materially aid the 
operations of the troops in the centre of Spain. 

The result of all these operations, which must for the present be distinct, 
would be to confine the French to their line of the Ebro for the present, 
and eventually to oblige them to retire upon their own frontier. Time 
would be gained for the further organization of the Spanish government 
and force ; by the judicious and effectual employment of which tlie British 
goveiTiment would be enabled to withdraw its troops from Spain, to employ 
them in other parts of Europe. As for preventing the retreat of the 
French from Spain, it is quite out of the question. They have possession 
of all the fortresses on this side of the Pyrenees, through which mountains 
there are not less than 40 passes by which troops could march. Besides, 
if it were possible under these circumstances to place an army in their 
rear, with the object of cutting them off from France, you might depend 
upon it that all France would rise as one man for their relief, and the 
result would be the loss of the army which should be so employed. 

In respect to your wish, that I should go into the Asturias to examine 
the country, and form a judgment of its strength, I have to mention to 
you that I am not a draftsman, and but a bad hand at description. I 
should have no difficulty in forming an opinion, and a plan for the defence 
of that country, provided I was certain that it would be executed. But it 
would be an idle waste of my time, and an imposition upon you, if I were 
to go into that country with the pretence of giving you, or any General 
officer you should employ there, an idea of tlie country ; and it would bo 
vain and fruitless to form a plan for the defence of the country which 
would depend upon the execution of another. Indeed, this last would 
only bring disgrace upon me, and would disappoint you. Under these 
circumstances, I have told Sir H. Dalrymple that I was not able to per- 
form the duty in which you had desired I should be employed ; that I was 
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not a topographical engineer, and could not pretend to describe in writing 
such a country as the Asturias ; and he appeared to think that some of the 
gentlemen of the Q. M. G.’s department might he more usefully employed 
on this service. I hope you will not believe that I feel any disinclination 
to performing any service in which you may think I can be of use to you ; 
and that I have discouraged the idea of employing me on that proposed, 
solely from my incapacity of performing it as it ought to he performed, 
and from a certainty that you were not aware of the nature of tlie service 
which you required from me when you wrote to Sir H. Dalrymple. 

To Vise. Casllereagh. Zambujal, flth Sept 180S. 

You will receive from me by this opportunity a long letter upon our 
future operations. This relates solely to my private views. It is quite 
impossible for me to continue any longer with this army ; and I wish, 
therefore, that you would allow me to return home and resume the duties 
of my office, if I should still he in office, and it is convenient to the go- 
vernment that I should retain it j or if not, that I should remain upon the 
Staff in England ; or, if that should not be practicable, that I should re- 
main without employment. You will hear from others of the various 
causes which I must have for being dissatisfied, not only with the military 
and other public measures of the Commander in Chief, but with his treat- 
ment of myself. I am convinced it is better for him, for the army, and 
for me, that I should go away ; and the sooner I go the better. 

Since I wrote to you on the 30th, the Convention has been returned, 
ratified by Junot, but materially altered. I understand that wo have not 
a sufficiency of the Tagus to give us a secure harbour ; we have not got 
the navigation of the river ; and as we did not insist upon having Belem 
castle, which was asked for by tlie alteration of the 29th, the transports 
cannot be watered without going into that part of the river occupied by 
the Russians and the French troops, to which I understand the Admiral 
will not consent. I have not seen the Convention, and I do not know 
what it contains. 

To Lieut. Gien. Sir H. Dalrymple. Zambujal, 6lb Sept. 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have received from Major 
Gen. Ferguson, in which he excuses himself for having omitted to march 
from hence with troops yesterday morning, owing to indisposition ; and he 
has desired me to request you would give him leave to go to England for 
a short time on urgent private affairs. It has come to my knowledge that 
Major Gen. Ferguson was ordered from England at a very short notice, 
and he has made me acquainted with the nature of the business which 
induces him to wish to return there for a short time, which appears to he 
of great importance to his family, and of a nature to require his presence. 
I therefore take the liberty of requesting that he may have the leave of 
absence which he requires. 

To the Bishop of Oporto. Zambujal, 6th Sept. 1 808. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the , 

and I have not failed to lay before the Commander in Chief, Sir H. Dal- 
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rymple, the paper containing a memorandum of those points which your 
Lordship wished him to consider in the negotiation of any Convention 
with the French army. I conclude that his Excellency will address your 
Lordship upon those subjects. 

I must inform your Lordship, that the battle of the 21st Aug. was the 
conclusion of my command of the British forces in Portugal. Indeed a 
senior ofScer, Sir H. Burrard, was in the field towards the close of the 
action, and directed the operations which were carried on after that battle 
was concluded. Sir H. Dalrymple, the present Commander in Chief, 
landed on the morning of the 22d Aug. ; and on that evening he nego- 
tiated in person with the French General Kellermann an agreement for 
the suspension of hostilities. I was present during the negotiation of tliis 
agreement ; and, by the desire of the Commander in Chief, I signed it. 
But, as I have above informed your Lordship, I did not negotiate it ; nor 
can I in any manner be considered responsible for its contents. 

This agreement was followed by a negotiation with the French Com- 
mander in Chief, of a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal by the 
French army, through the medium of Col. Murray, the Q. M. G. of .the 
army, which Convention has been concluded and ratified by the Com- 
manders in Chief of both armies, and is now in the progress of execution. 
I have not seen this Convention, and cannot inform your Lordship of its 
contents ; but I doubt not but that it will be laid before your Lordslup 
by the Commander in Chief. 

I have thought proper to trouble your Lordship with this detailed 
account of the share which I have had in these transactions, in order that 
your Lordship may not attribute to me tlie omission to apprise you of 
their nature, which I am convinced was only accidental. But as I con- 
sider myself, and the army which I commanded, to be particularly obliged 
to your Lordship, such an omission would have been unpardonable in me ; 
and I am happy to take tliis opportunity of relieving myself from the 
imputation of it by apprising your Lordship of the mode in which they 
were carried on, and of the share which I had in them. 

To Lieut. Col. Murray, Q.M.G. Zamliujiil, 6th Sept. 1808. 

I am sorry to he obliged to trouble you again about our money and 
Commissariat concerns. We have not now one shilling here: money is 
due to the ofScers, to the troops, and to tlie people of the country. The 
money belonging to us, and allotted to pay these demands, and landed 
from the Donegal by my order, has been taken by Mr. Kennedy. 

Tlie accounts of the officers and soldiers of the army to the 4tli Aug, 
are unsettled, for the reasons wliich I stated to you in ray last letter upon 
this subject. Tlie corps ore separating, 5 battalions having already 
moi'ched awayj and the Dep. Paymaster, who alone can settle accounts, 
pay balances and outstanding demands, is ordered away, and is now at 
head quarters, under the pretence that his powers are at an end, there 
being a senior officer in the pay department present. 

I am well aware tliat his powers are at an end as to all current and 
futm-e payments} but it is the first time that I have ever heard that a 
pay officer, either dismissed or superseded in his office, was so fai' deprived 
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of his powers as to be disabled from settling accounts and making pay- 
ments, which ought to have been settled and made during the period in 
which bis powers were in full force. Who is to settle these accounts and 

pay these demands, if Mr. is disabled from doing so ? Certainly 

not Mr. Smith, the present Dep. Paymaster Gen, ; for his powers, except- 
ing under a special order from the Commander in Chief, cannot have a 
retrospect. I can assure you that I have no desire to retain these gentle- 
men who belonged to the army I commanded one moment longer than 
may be necessary to enable them to bring their concerns to a conclusion. 

I hope that you will be able to settle this point with the Dep. Paymaster 
Gen. and Mr. Kennedy, and to send us Mr. and the money imme- 

diately ; if not, I must trouble his Excellency upon it. 

We should know where the Commissariat depdt is, in order that I may 
send for bread for the troops for the 10th, 11th, and 12th, otherwise I 
shall not have it in time for the issue on the 10th. 

To Lieut. Gien. Sir H. Dalrymple. Zambujal, 0th Sept. 1808. 

In reference to the order of the 8th inst, relative to the bkt and forage 
allowance to be issued to the troops, of which, for your convenience, I 
enclose a copy, I have the honor to enclose a copy of the orders which I 
received from H.R.H, the Commander in Chief upon the same subject; 
in conformity with which I regulated the issues lately made to the troops 
under my command. 

As the difference of the issue is considerable, particularly to the officers 
of tlie inferior ranks of the army, which I am convinced it cannot be the 
intention of H. R. Highness should prevail, to the prejudice and disadvan- 
tage of those officers who have served during the whole of the campaign 
in this country, I beg to know whether you’ have any objection to my 
ordering fresh r'eturns for bdt and forage to be made out by the regi- 
ments, charging the sums for each rank according to the general orders of 
the 8th inst., and to my directing the late Paymaster Gen. of the army, 
lately under my command, to pay the same, and charge those sums in his 
accounts to the 24th Aug. ? 

To 'Vise. Castlereagli. ' Zambujal, 9th Sqit. 1808. 

Your brother Charles is, I imagine, at Lisbon, and will make you 
acquainted with the state of affairs there. I write to you only in reference 
to the recommendation I made you some days ago to appoint a proper 
person to be the King’s Ambassador here. Since I wrote that letter I 
have heard so much of Lord R. Fitzgerald, from various quarters, that I 
cannot avoid recommending you to turn your thoughts to him. I am but 
little acquainted with him myself ; but I hear an excellent character of 
him. 

I fear that Sir Hew will make a misfake respecting the appointment of 
a Regency at Lisbon. My intention was to have issued a proclamation, 
and to have called the Regency appointed by the Prince to re-assume their 
functions, with the exception of the members ’(by name) who had been 
confidentially employed by the French; and in the same proclamation, I 
should have desired the remaining true members of the Regency to fill 
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up the vacancies by election, according to tlie powers given to them O’f 
electing successors to vacancies by the very act which appoints them, I 
should then have exerted the influence, which I should have undoubtedly 
had at this moment over them, to induce them to elect the Bishop of 
Oporto and others, who it is important should belong to the government ; 
and thus the government would have been legally constituted, without 
the unnecessary interference of a foreign power. I have discussed the 
whole plan more than once with Sir Hew, and I have pointed out the 
mode of execution, &c. ; but, instead of adopting it, I now hear that he is 
going to appoint a Eegency, by his own authority; which measure will 
only add tenfold to the difficulties with which the new government will 
have to contend at its outset I wrote to your brother, however, on this 
subject, to beg him to make one more effort to keep Sir Hew right ; and, 
if I can, I will see your brother to-morrow. 

I send you two letters which I wrote to Sir H. Burrard, besides the first 
which I sent you, which are important to show you my view of the cam- 
paign in tWs country. 

To the Duke of Bicbmaml. Zambajal, StJi Sejit. IROS, 

Nothing particular has occurred since I wrote to yon last : the French 
are about to evacuate Lisbon, under the Convention, as soon as the trans- 
ports shall be ready; and the Bussians have concluded a convention with 
the Admiral from their fleet, under which they are to he taken to a British 
port. I have neither seen one nor the other of diese conventions, and I 
cannot tell you their contents ; but I am convinced that neither are what they 
ought to be, considering the success of the army. The country has, how- 
ever, acquired the honour of reconquering the country, and of restoring 
the rightful ruler to this government ; and with these advantages I hope 
they will be satisfied. 

I have only to regret that I signed the agreement for the suspension of 
hostilities without having negotiated. I have abeady told you the reasons 
why I did so, but I doubt whether good nature, and a deference to the 
opinion of an officer appointed Commander in Chief on the day of his 
taking the command, and to his orders, and a desire to avoid being con- 
sidered the head of a party against his authority, will be deemed sufficient 
excuses for an act which, on other grounds, I cannot justify. I have had 
nothing to do, however, witli any subsequent transaction, excepting to- 
advise stronger measures, and that the Commander in Chief should insist 
on better terms. 

I am sick of all that is going on here, and I heartily wish I had never 
come away from Ireland, and that I was back again with you. Remember 
me kindly to the Duchess. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Daltjmple. Zambujal, KWh Sept. 1808. 

I had the honor of receiving, in the night, the letter which you wroto 
to me yesterday. My wish is, at all times, to render myself as useful as 
may he in my power to the officer under whose command I may ha 
serving; and this desire is limited only hy the doubt which I may enter- 
tain of my fitness for the employment held out to my acceptance. The' 
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view which I have taken of the state of affairs in Spain has long ago sug- 
gested to me the propriety of placing in that kingdom a person of the 
description stated hy yourself, possessing full powers, the means of exert- 
ing them on all parts of Spain, and of communicating and treating with 
all the local juntas of government. 

In order to be able to perform the important part allotted to him, this 
person' should possess the confidence of those who employ him; and, 
above all, in order that he may recommend, with authority, a plan to the 
Spaniards, he should he acquainted with those of his employers, the means 
by which they propose to carry them into execution, and those hy which 
they intend to enable the Spanish nation to execute that which will be 
proposed to them. 

I certainly cannot consider myself as possessing those advantages, per- 
sonally, which would qualify me for the situation you have proposed for 
me j and you must be the best judge whether you have made up your 
own mind, and are enabled to instruct me, and ai’c inclined to confide in 
me, to the extent which in my opinion will he necessary, in order to 
derive any general advantage from such a mission. It is true that one 
might he undertaken with more limited views and objects than those 
above adverted to, and which are discussed in the letter which I have 
the honor to receive from you ; and it might be confined to the mere 
arrangement with Gen. Castanos, or the military committee at Madrid, 
of a plan for the remaining part of the campaign. This mission, how- 
ever, would require a full and clear explanation of views and means ; 
and the person who undertakes it must have the confidence of his em- 
ployer, and must be certain that the plan, which he would arrange under 
these circumstances, would be carried into execution. 

I beg that you will consider me ready to he employed in any manner 
you may think proper ; and I have above pointed out the powers and in- 
structions which can alone, in my opinion, render the employment of any 
person, in the situation which you have held out to me, at all useful to tlie 
army or to the country. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Zambujal, 12th Sept. 1808. 

Nothing particular has occurred since I last ■wrote to you. I have been 
in Lisbon, and the French appear much dissatisfied -with the mode in 
which the Convention is executed; hut I con give no opinion whatever 
whether their complaints are well or iH founded, as I have not seen the 
Convention, and am not accurately acquainted with its contents, 

I enclose copies of letters wWoh have passed between Sir H. Da,lrymple 
and mo, respecting an offer which he made to send me to Madrid, upon 
which r think it probable that he will write to you, and, in my opinion, 
you will be a better judge on the subject by reding the letters. The 
object of my letter was to show Sir Hew that a mission to Madrid was at 
present no light matter, in whatever view it were taken ; and that the offi- 
cer who was to be sent there, if he were to do anything, must be instructed, 
and must be trusted. I would not trouble you with this comparatively 
trifling subject, only fhat I am convinced that Sir Hew will tell you that 
I declined the mission to Madrid. 
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You ivill observe what lie says of Castanos’ demand for cavalry, from 
which I should judge that he does not propose for, or to accept of 
infantry. 

To Ueut. Col. Murray, Q.M.G. St. Antonio de Tojal, Ifitli Sept. 1808. 

I have received your note respecting Mr. Walsh and Mr. Kennedy. I 
do not know what influence my opinion respecting the former gentleman 
can have upon the measures of the latter respecting him, for it appears to 
me tliat the question between them is entirely one of justice and law, as 
far as I have acquired any knowledge of it. But as my opinion in favor 
of Mr. Walsh may be of use to him on other grounds, it is but fair 
towards him that I should make you acquainted with it. 

When the army under my command landed in Portugal, a contract was 
made with a Mr. Archer, a merchant of Figueira, for the supply of beef 
for the troops, and it was soon found tliat Mr. Archer could not perform 
the contract at the rate at which he agreed to take it ; and, in point of 
fact, he gave notice of its discontinuance, at the specified time of one 
fortnight, before the army inarched from Lavos. 

A contract was then made with Mr. Walsh, at a higher rate and upon 
different terms ; and I understand that Mr. Walsh placed himself, for the 
remainder of Mr. Archer’s period of the contract, in the situation of Mr. 
A roher. I believe it is notorious throughout the array that they were 
well supplied with beef from that time forward. The consumption was 
greater than 15,000 rations j and it is unnecessary tliat I should detail our 
marches to point out the difficulty of supplying it. 

I believe the amiy which was under my command afforded a rare in- 
stance of a British ai-ray on its march, shortly after its landing in a foreign 
country, which did not experience any want At the same time I must 
do Mr. Walsh the justice to add, that the bullocks which were consumed 
as beef were of the best kind, and were all brought from the north of 
Portugal, in order that the army might not be disappointed in its demand 
upon the country for draught cattle. 

In this situation things stood, when, on the 20th, 5000 additional troops 
landed under Gens. Anstruther and Acland, and I believe twice as many 
more, and many General officers, staff, servants, &c., before the end of 
the month ; and I have no doubt that the consumption of the army, which 
under my command was estimated at 16,000 rations, now amounts to 
nearly 40,000. I cannot say at what period the contract was enlai-ged, 
hut certainly not during the period that I had any thing to say to the 
operations or means of the array ; and at all events, supposing it were 
made commensurate to the increased demand on the 20tli, would it liave 
been unreasonable in Mr. Walsh to have asked for some indulgence in 
point of time for his supplies, considering that they must come from tlie 
counti'ies to the northward, the French being still in possession of 
Lisbon, Alentejo,'and every thing about Lisbon? But, in point of fact, 
has Mr. Walsh failed ? I do not know how he stands with the army ; but 
I know that the troops here have always had fresh beef, excepting a part 
of them on one day. I know also, that many bullocks were lost in the 
confusion, amongst the Commissariat, of the battle of the 21st j I boliovo 
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some on the 17th; and I know that nearly a day’s consumption for the 
whole corps was lost by one Assist. Commissary on the night of the -rain 
and thunder-storm, on the ground at Ramalhal. If all these circumstances 
are taken into consideration, I think it will be found that Mr. Walsh has 
great merit in having supplied us as he has done. I know I never saw 
any British contractor who did his duty so well ; and that, at all events, 
Mr. Kennedy has no right, and no man has a right, to discontinue a con- 
tract legally made with him, without giving him the notice required by 
the terms of the contract itself. If Mr. Walsh has not performed his 
contract, nor given satisfaction to Mr. Kennedy, let him pay the penalty 
of non-performance ; but do not let Mr. Kennedy do that which is illegal, 
and certainly unjust. 

Having written thus much in favour of Mr. Walsh, I must add, in 
justice to myself, that I was entirely unacquainted with that gentleman 
till I arrived in Portugal. I first saw him at Oporto, where he was intro- 
duced to me by Col. Brown ; and he interested himself in a supply of 
mules which the Bishop engaged to give for the army. His zeal for the 
success of our operations brought him to Figueira, where he found Mr. 
Archer unequal to the performance of the task which he had undertaken ; 
and he undertook it, and has performed it, at all events, to the satisfaction 
of those persons who conducted the operations at that period. 

P. S. In mentioning the difficulties with which Mr. Walsh had to con- 
tend, I have omitted to advert to those which occurred on the march and 
arrival of the bullocks with the army, by duties levied by the Bishop of 
Oporto, and other impediments incidental to their advance by the Portu- 
guese army, upon which I had a correspondence with Gen. Freire. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sit J. Moore, K.B. Lumiar, 17th Sept. 1S08. 

I write to you on the subject to which this letter relates with the same 
freedom with which I hope you would write to me on any point in which 
you might think the public interests concerned. 

It appears to me to be quite impossible that we can go on as we are now 
constituted ; the Commander in Chief must be changed, and the country 
and the army naturally turn their eyes to you as their commander. I un- 
derstand, however, that you have lately had some unpleasant discussions 
with the King’s ministers, the effect of which might be to prevent the 
adoption of an arrangement for the command of this anny, which, in my 
opinion, would be the best, and would enable you to render those ser- 
vices at this moment for which you are peculiarly qualified. I wish you 
would allow me to talk to you respecting the discussions to which I have 
adverted, in order that I may endeavor to remove any trace which they 
may have left on the minds of the King’s ministers, having the effect 
which I have supposed. 

Although I hold a high office under government, I am no party man, 
but have long been connected in friendship with many of those persons 
who are now at the head of affairs in England; and I think I have 
sufficient iuffuence over them, that they may listen to me upon a point of 
this description, more particularly as I am convinced that they must be 
as desirous as I can be to adopt tbe arrangement for the command of this 
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army which all are agreed is the best. In these times, my clear General, 
a man like you should not preclude himself from rendering the services 
of which ho is capable by an idle point of form. Circumstances may 
have occurred, and might have justified the discussions to which I have 
referred ; hut none can justify the continuance of the temper in which 
they are carried on : and yet, till there is evidence that it is changed, it 
appears to he impossible for the King’s ministers to employ you in the high 
situation for which you are the most fit, because during the continuance 
of this temper of mind there can he no cordial or confidential intercourse. 

In writing thus much I have perhaps gone too far, and have taken the 
permission for which it was tlie intention of tliis letter to ask ; but I shall 
send it, as it may be convenient for you to he apprised of the view which 
I have already taken of these discussions, as far as I have any knowledge 
of them, in deciding whether you will allow me to talk to you any further 
about them. If you should do so, it would probably be most convenient 
to us both to meet at Lisbon, or I can go over to you, if that should suit 
you better. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Bnnard, Bart. ' Liiminr, ]7tb Sept 1808. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 15th, enclosing that which yon 
had received from the Sec. of State respecting' the action of tlie 2 1st Aug. 

I beg that you will accept my acknowledgments for the handsome 
terms in which you have expressed yourself upon this occasion ; and with 
your permission I shall communicate that letter to the General officers 
and troops which were under my command. At the same time I cannot 
avoid taking tliis opportunity of expressing how very sensible I was of 
the mark you gave me of your confidence during the action of the 21 st, 
in allowing me to bring the operations of that battle to a close, and of 
your kindness to roy friend Capt. Campbell in making him the bearer of 
your dispatches. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple. Lumlor, l?tli Sept 1808. 

The embarkation of the French troops having brought to a final close 
the operations of the army in Portugal, and as in the present state of the 
season some time must elapse before the troops can enter upon any other 
active operation ; and as I understand you have sent Lord 'W. Beutinck 
on the service for which you had thought me qualified, and it is not 
probable that there will be an opportunity for active service, or tliat yon 
will require my assistance at this particular moment, or for some time to 
come, I am induced to request your permission to go to England. 

The situation of my office of Chief Sec. in Ireland, of which the duties 
have been done lately by a gentleman who is now dead, renders it desirable, 
under these circumstances, that I should be in England as soon as possible, 
to ascertain whether it is His Majesty’s pleasure that I should continue to 
hold it, or that I should relinquish it. I have therefore to request that 
you will give me leave to go to England by the first ship that shall sail. 

To Lieut. Col. Murray, Q.H.G. Lisbon, lOlh Sept. IfiOR. 

I am going to-morrow, and I regret tliat it was so late when I reached 
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head quarters yesterday that I could not endeavor to find you before I 
came away. 

I do not conceal from you that I am not quite satisfied with our situa- 
tion ; but nothing should have induced me to go away if I had thought 
there was the smallest prospect of early active employment for the army ; 
and I should not go now if my poor friend Mr. Trail were not dead, and 
if it were not necessary that I should be in England, if possible, to know 
whether 1 am to retain my office or to resign it, and if there were a pro- 
bability of another early opportunity of going home. I intend to return 
as soon as I can. I request you to command me if I can do anything for 
you. I shall not embark, I believe, before 12 to-morrow, and, at all 
events, you can write to me to tlje Irish office, London. 

In regard to matters personal to myself, I shall not enter into them ; I 
wish that Sir Hew had given me credit for a sincere desire to forward his 
views, whatever they might be ; and I think I could have been of as much 
use to him as I believe I have been to other officers under whose orders I 
have served. He is the only one of whom I have not been the right hand 
for some years past ; and at the same time I must say that I felt ^e same 
inclination to serve him that I had to serve the others. 

I have heard from Anstruther that tlie Bishop of Oporto will accept the 
office of President of the Regency. 

To Major Gen. Beresfurd. Lisbon, lOtb Sept. 180a. 

I enclose to you a letter which I have received from Senhor Fernandez 
Thomas, a gentleman belonging to this country, from whom I have 
received more real assistance and service than I have from all the others 
of the subjects of Her Most Faithful Majesty, with the exception only of 
the Bishop of Oporto. 

It is extraordinary that after I have been the instrument of the British 
government, which has had the principal share in restoring the Portuguese 
monarchy, I should be obliged to apply to you to exert the influence 
which I am convinced you will have over the government that may be 
established in Portugal, to obtain for this gentleman the objects for which 
he is solicitous. But I am satisfied yon will believe me when I assure 
you that he deserves them, and much more, from his government, for his 
faithful and efficient services ; and that your friendship for me will induce 
you to intercede for him with the persons who may exercise the powers 
of government, which I ought to have been in the situation to do for him 
myself. I shall desire him to wait upon you. 


To SenboT Fernandez Thomas. A Lisbonne, co 19 Sept. 1808. 

Je viens de recevoir la lettre que vous m’avez fait I’honneur de m’dcrire, 
et je puis vous assurer que je preudrai toutes les occasions qui me seront 
offertes, pour faire savoir, au gouvernement qui sera dtabli dans cepays-ci, 
les grands services que vous avez rendus it I’arrade Anglaise, 

II est malheureux que je ne suis pas moi-mfeme dans une situation dans 
laquelle je pourrai vous 6tre aussi utile que je voudrais ; mais je viens 
de recommauder vos services au Gdndral Beresford, qui commands k Lis- 
bonne, dans une lettre dont je vous envoie la copie ; et je vous prie de 
passer chez lui aussitfit que vous le pouvez. 
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Je vous prometa aussi ’de ne pas oublier de vous reconimander a M. de 
Sousa, I’Ambassadour Portugais en Angleterre, auquel j’esp&re que je 
pourrala demander la grace de vous recommander au gouvernement. 

To Lieut. Col. Murray, Q.M.G. Lisbon, 20tli Sept. 1808. 

I wish that you would speak to Sir H, Dalrymple upon the temper in 
which the Spanish oiEcers who have come from tJie army of Estremadurn 
are, and upon the language of dissatisfaction wliich I understand tliey hold 
in every house in Lisbon. As it is no business of mine, I have not 
inquired much into the causes of their complaints ; but if I were in Sir 
Hew’s situation I would not only arm and equip completely the Spanish 
soldiers set free in Lisbon, hut also the army in Estremadura. 

The way, depend upon it, that is most agreeable to, as well as most for 
the interest of, the people of England, is to conciliate the Spanish nation, 
and to bring the largest possible number of Spaniards into the field in the 
shape of an army; and I know from experience that the government will 
sanction any expense incurred with these views. 

I enclose a letter which I received some time ago from Lord Castle- 
reagh, in which he conveys the King’s approbation of an order which I 
had given to Gen. Spencer to make an advance of £100,000 to the Junta 
of Seville ; and I understand that the King likewise approved of an 
advance of £10,000 made by Gen. Spencer. Under the circumstances 
I conceive that Sir Hew will act upon sure grounds in incurring any 
expense for these people ; and as they are already formed in regiments, 
and actually assembled under officers, and went only arms to become 
efficient soldiers, they are just the people to whom arms ought to be given. 

I hope that the opinions which I have above given upon this occasion 
will be received as they ought to be j and that it will not be believed that 
I give them from any desire to interfere in what is no particular concern 
of mine. 

To the Duke of Richmond. Flymoudi, 4th Oct. 1808. 

As soon as I heard of the death of Mr. Trail, I determined to return 
home without loss of time ; and whether I am to continue to hold my 
office or to relinquish it, it will bo a convenience to you that I should be 
in the way when his successor in the firat case, or mine in the second, 
shall he appointed. Accordingly I sailed from Lisbon on the 20th Sept., 
and arrived here this day; and I shall go to Ireland as soon os possible. 
Pray write to mo to London. 

The French troops were nearly all embarked, and 2 divisions had sailed 
when I came away, and our troops were in possession of Lisbon ; and as 
the equinoctial rains were expected at every moment, it is impossible to 
commence any further operation by land. 

I have not heard from England since the end of August, and the only 
letter I have received from you since I left Ireland is dated the 8th Aug. 

To Vise. Casdcrengli. Lonili n, OMi Oct, 1808. 

I have the honor to inform your Lordship that I arrived in London 
this day, by leave of the Commander of the Forces in Portugal ; and 
having seen a copy of his Excellency’s letter to your Lordship, dated at 
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Cintra, the 3d Sept., in which it would appear, from an inaccuracy of 
expression, that I had agreed upon and signed certain articles ‘ for the 
suspension of hostilities on tlie 22d Aug. I beg leave to inform your 
Lordship that I did not negotiate that agreement; that it was negotiated 
and settled by his Excellency in person, with Gen. Kellermann, in the 
presence of Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard and myself, and that I signed it 
by his Excellency’s desire. But I could not consider myself responsible 
in any degree for the terms in which it was framed, or for any of its pro- 
visions. 

At the same time, adverting to the situation which I had held in Por- 
tugal previously to his Excellency’s arrival, I think it but just to inform 
your Lordship, that I concurred with the Commander of the Forces in 
thinking it expedient, on the 22d Aug., that the French army in Por- 
tugal should be allowed to evacuate that kingdom, with their arms 
and baggage, and that every facility for this purpose should be afforded 
to them. 

I deemed this to be expedient, in the relative state of the two armies 
on the evening of the 22d, considering that the French army had then 
resumed a formidable position between us and Lisbon; that they had 
the means of retiring from that position to others in front of that city ; 
and, finally, of crossing the Tagus into Alentejo, with a view to the 
occupation, in strength, of the forts of Elvas, La Lippe, an4 eventually 
Almeida. 

As Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Moore’s corps had been diverted from the occu- 
pation of the position at Santarem, which had been proposed for them, 
there were no means to prevent, and no increase of numbers could have 
prevented, the French army from effecting these objects. 

The British ai-my, after waiting for and receiving its reinforcements, 
would thus have been precluded from the use of the Tagus for some time 
longer ; and as it depended for its supplies of provisions and ammunition 
upon its communication with the fleet, which, in the end of August, would 
have become most precarious by the coast, it would have been involved in 
difficulties for the want of necessaries, which would have been aggravated 
by the increase of its numbers. 

To these circumstances, which affected the immediate situation of the 
army and its existence in Portugal, there were other considerations to be 
added respecting its future operations. I considered it most important 
that the British army in Portugal should be at liberty at an early period 
to march into Spain. Not only no arrangements for the march into Spain 
could be made till the French should have evacuated Elvas and Almeida, 
and we should have possession of the Tagus and the Douro, but tlie army 
must have attacked and taken these places by regular sieges before His 
Majesty could have restored the government of his ally, or could have 
moved his troops to the assistance of the Spaniards. I need not point out 
to your Lordship tlie difficulties of these operations, their increase in the 
season in which they would have been undertaken, or the time which they 
would have lasted. 

These circumstances, affecting the situation, the objects, and the future 
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operations of the anny, were to be attributed to the fact, that die enemy 
occupied, in a military point of view, die whole of Portugal, having every 
stronghold in their hands; diat their situadon on the evening of the 22d 
Aug. enabled them still to avail themselves of these possessions, and to 
strengthen them as they might think proper; and I conceived that an 
army, whose retreat was open, and which possessed such advantages, had 
a fair claim to be allowed to have the facility of withdrawing from the 
countiy entirely. On these grounds, therefore, I concurred with the 
Commander of the Forces in the opinion that the French might be 
allowed to evacuate Portugal. 

To the Duke of Riclimond. London, 10th Oct. 1808. 

You will readily believe that I was much surprised when I arrived in 
England to hear of the torrents of abuse with which I had been assailed ; 
and that I had been accused of every crime of which a man can be guilty, 
excepting cowardice. I have not read one word that has been written on 
either side, and I have refused to publish, and don’t mean to authorise the 
publication of a single line in my defence. 

I think, however, that the King and his ministers, and my friends, have 
a right to an explanation of the cause for which my name appeared to the 
armistice of the 22d Aug., as I have already told you in a former letter, 
written from Portugal, in which I entered into the details of what passed 
on that occasion, and stated generally my motives for signing that in- 
strument. 

I think that Sir H. Dalrymple’s letter of the 3d Sept, has, by fixing 
upon me, by a purposed inaccuracy of expression, the odium of nego- 
tiating that instrument, enabled me to explain the sliare I had in it to tlie 
King’s ministers and to the King. 

I enclose a copy of the letter which I have written to the Sec. of State 
upon this subject, in which you will see that not only I have explained 
this point, but I have thought it but just and fair to Sir H. Dalrymple to 
avow that I was of opinion that the French ought to be allowed to evacu- 
ate Portugal, and my reasons for entertaining that opinion on the evening 
of the 22d Aug. This is the whole amoimt of what I shall do in my de- 
fence at present ; the rest I shall leave to chance, and to tlie result of the 
inquiry into Sh H. Dalrymple’s conduct. 

I propose, however, if I should have time, to write you a narrative of 
the whole campaign, stating the measures which I had adopted, and the 
principles on which I had adopted them, how far they were carried into 
execution, and! the consequences which resulted from a departure from 
them on the arriyal'bf the oiScers who relieved me. 

I shall be, obliged to you if you will show the enclosed paper, in confi- 
dence, and not on .any account to be copied or printed, to the Chancellor, 
Attorney and Solicitor General, Lord Edward, and any friends of mine in 
Ireland. ‘ . 

I hope to,^e ^file to go to you in a few days. 

P.S. Pray remember' me most kindly to the Duchess and Lady Mary, 
and giv'o'my love to Lbuisa and Charlotte. 
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Vise. Castlcreagh to Lieut. Gen. tlie Hon. Sir A. 'Wellesley, K.B. 

Downing Street, 13th Oct. ISOS. 

Your letter of the Gth inst. has been received, and laid before the King; and 
having also been brought under the consideration of His Majesty’s confidential 
servants, I am to acquaint you that a copy thereof will be communicated to Lieut. 
Gen. Sir H. Dalryniple on his arrival in England. 

To Lieut. Col. Gordon. London, 15th Oct. ISOS. 

I am about to set out for Ireland, os some time must elapse before the 
nature of the inquiry to be instituted on Portuguese affairs will be decided 
on, and I am wanted in that country. If the inquiry should be delayed till 
the officers shall return, I shall go to Spain immediately ; if it should be com- 
menced at an early period, I shall go to Spain as soon as I shall be dismissed ; 
and, in either case, I should think that my stay in Ireland will be short. 

I promised my brother in law, Capt. Pakenham, of tlie 95th, that I would 
speak to you in his favor. He is anxious to get a majority, and his time is 
about out. He tvas with me in Zealand : he was wounded on the lath Aug., 
and served in both the actions of the nth and 21st afterwards; and he is 
really one of the best officers of riflemen tliat I have seen. I shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will keep his promotion in your mind. 

Having said so much of his military character, it is scarcely fair to him, 
or to you, to mention that he is the member for the county of Westmeath, 
and a steady friend ; but the Secretary in Ireland must take care of a claim 
even on this ground. 

To Lieut. Col. Gordon. Dublin Castle, 21st Oot. 1808. 

I am afraid that I did not explain myself sufficiently about Capt. Paken- 
ham’s wish to bo promoted. His object is to purchase, which will possibly 
facilitate his advancement. 

I agree with you in thinking that I cannot leave these countries till the 
mode and period of the inquiry into tlie late transactions in Portugal will 
have been determined upon. If the inquiry is to be made immediately, I 
can give my evidence and go : if, as I think it most probable, it cannot be 
made till other officers, besides myself, are in the way to be examined, I 
can go, and return, when they will, to attend the inquiry. This is my 
notion at present ; but, of course, the decision must rest with tliose who 
are at the head of affairs, 

I am obliged to you for your Spanish news. The Spaniards must either 
accelerate their operations upon the French corps now in Spain, or take 
up their position to oppose the French reinforcements marching into that 
country. If the reinforcements should catch those engaged in the opera- 
tions, they will make a woeful example of them. 

To Six J, Sinclair, Bart. Dublin Caside, 21st Oct. 1808, 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your two letters, and I am much 
concerned that I was not at home when Lieut. Col. Shrapnell did me the 
favor to call upon me in London. I shall have great pleasm'e in testifying 
at any time the great benefit which the army, lately under my command, 
derived from the spherical case shot in two actions with the enemy, a benefit 
which I am convinced will he enjoyed whenever they shall be judiciously 
and skilfully used. 

VOL, III, 
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I consider it, however, to be very desirable that this invention, and the 
use which the British army have made of it, should not be made public. 
Our enemies are not aware of the cause of the effect of our artillery, of 
which they have complained ; and we may depend upon it that any public 
mention, or notice, of the benefit which we have derived from this descrip- 
tion of shot, would induce them immediately to adopt it. 

At die same time I consider Col. Shrapnell to bo entitled to a reward for 
his ingentiity and the science ho has proved he possesses by tljo perfection 
to which he has brought this invention, and, more particularly so, because 
I am of opinion that the public interests require that the advantages which 
we have derived from the use of the shot should not be made public, and 
he is thus deprived of the fame and honor which he would have enjoyed. 

I am ready to give this opinion whenever it may be wished, and to assist 
by every means in ray power to produce a reward for Lieut. Col. Shrapnell. 

I have thought proper to trouble you so far on this subject, as you have 
expressed a great interest in it. 

To Major Gten. Spencer. Dublin Castle, 22nd Oct. 1808. 

I received your very kind letter yesterday upon my arrival here, and I 
am very much obliged to you for it. I had intended to write to you from 
London, but I was much hurried while I was there, and I found that there was 
no ship going to Coruna, where I think a letter is most likely to reach you. 

You will have seen in the newspapers the attacks which have been 
made upon me, as well as upon Sir H. Dalrymple and Sir H. Burrard ; 
and that I have my full share, at least, of tlie blame witli which the public 
have received the Convention in Portugal. I never approved of but one 
point in that Convention, viz., the allowing the French to withdraw with 
their arms and baggage. This 1 thought expedient, viewing the relative 
state of the two armies on the evening of the 22d Aug. ; that the French 
had their retreat open, and that we had at that time no means of prevent- 
ing it ; and considering that we should, in all probability, be glad, in the 
month of December, to give them the same terms which wo had given in 
August : so far I approved ; but I disapproved of the whole of the detail 
of both the Armistice and the Convention. 

However, notwithstanding the calumny and abuse of which I am the 
object, for measures not my own, and against which I gave my opinion, 
I have neither lost ray temper nor my spirits ; and I look with pride and 
satisfaction at the confidence and kindness of yourself and the olEcers of 
the army, who, after all, are the beat judges of my conduct, and at the affec- 
tion of ray friends. The King, the Prince of Wales, and the Duke of York, 
received me most graciously ; and I think I may defy Uie mob of London. 

The transactions in Portugal must be inquired into ; and my intention is 
to wait with patience for the result of the inquiry, for my justification with 
the public. I shall adopt no illegitimate means of setting them right, and 
shall neither publish any thing myself, nor authorise a publication by any 
body else j nor shall I, in order to raise myself in the public opinion, state 
circumstances respecting the difference of opinion between Sir H. Burrard 
and myself, on the 20th and 21st Aug., allliough those circumstances led 
to tire expediency of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal. As the 
truth, however, must be told upon the inquiry, it is very possible that those 
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circumstances may come out ; but they shall not be brought forward by 
me, unless I should be questioned upon them. 

The worst of lliis inquiry is, that I fear it may keep me for some time 
from the army. I must wait, until it is decided in England what course 
shall he taken in respect to Sir H. Dalrymple. If his conduct is to be 
inquired into immediately, I shall go over and give my evidence, and then 
join the army, and shall possibly see you before much time will elapse. If 
it should not be inquired into, till more ofiScers than me are in the way to 
be examined, I shall then join the array also immediately. In short, in 
either case I hope to see you soon j and I have come over here only to 
arrange the business of my office till Sir Hew shall arrive, and the mode 
and period of the inquiry shall be settled. I enclose you a letter which I 

have received from Mrs. . I wish that I could have done sometliing 

more substantial for her. 

Pray remember me kindly to Hill, and all friends with the army. 

P.S. I conclude that Nightingall is on his way home. Ferguson is 
better, and is gone to Scotland, but will soon be back, and will join the 
army. I shall be much obliged to you to desire somebody to buy 2 or 3 
mules for me, and leave them for me at Coruna. The American Consul, 
Dos Santosj will take care of them for me. 

To J. W. Cniker, Dublin Castle, 23d Oct. 1808. 

I have just received your letter of the llfh inst., and I am very much 
obliged to you for the kindness towards me which dictated it. 

I acknowledge that I have not read even one, much less all, the calum- 
nies which have been circulated against me during my absence in Portugal ; 
but, upon a full consideration of the case, I have determined that I will 
not publish myself, or authorise others the publication of any thing in my 
defence. The late transactions in Portugal must be inquired into ; and 
the result of that inquiry will show what share I had in them, and how far 
I deserve what has been said against me. 

I am, however, as much obliged to you for your kind offer of assistance 
as if I had accepted your services. 

P.S. I wish that you would call upon me at the Castle about 2 o’clock, 
as I want to speak to you. 

To . Dublin Castle, 23th Oct. 1808. 

I have had tlie honor to receive your letter of tlie 23rd inst. I am highly 
flattered by your favorable opinion, and much obliged by your intention 
to enlighten the public mind in respect to the late transactions in Portu- 
gal. But, as I have determined that I will neither publish, nor authorise 
the publication of, any thing upon that subject, I must decline to answer 
the queries which your letter contains relating to it. 

To Major Barclay. Dublin Castle^ 28th Oct. 1808. 

I have received your letter of the 25th Feb,, and my Marhatta prize 
money, and my bazaar money to the period of my departure, for which I 
return you my thanks. I rejoice to find that you are employed by Sir G. 
Barlow, and I have no doubt but that you will make yourself useful to him. 

k2 
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You will have heard that I commanded the army in Portugal for some 
time, and I was equally, if not more fortunate against tlie French, tlian 1 
was against the Marhattas. I never saw such desperate fighting as we 
had ou the 11th Aug., or troops receive such a beating as the French did 
on the 21st; and it is unfortunate that I was not allowed to carry my own 
measures into execution after the action of that day. If T had, we should 
have destroyed them entirely. As usual, I had an unanimous army, who 
would have undertaken any thing for me ; and I took care that the troops 
should be well provided with every thing they wanted. 

You will also have seen that the public are not satisfied with the result 
of the transactions in Portugal ; and I think they have attributed to me 
more than my share of the blame for them. When the action of the 21st Aug. 
was not followed up, when the principle of all my measures was altered, 
and tlie corps which I had proposed should cut tlie French off from their 
strongholds south of the Tagus was diverted from its destination, it was 
very clear to me that we should never get the French out of Portugal 
excepting by an agreement ; and that we should bo very glad to make an 
agreement with them in December, after we should have lost half our army, 
if we had refused to make it in August. You will see my reasoning upon 
this subject detailed more fully in a letter to tlie Secretary of State, of which 
I enclose a copy. So far I agreed with the arrangements of tliat period. 
As to every thing else, I ohjected to it not in the form of protest, ns is 
stated by my zealous defenders in the newspapers, but in reasoning with 
the Commander in Chief ; and I signed tlie armistice, not because he or- 
dered me, for I certainly might have declined it, but because ho desired 
me, and I did not choose, and did not think it proper for me, to set myself 
up as the head of a party against him on the day of his arrival. 

I have no objection to your showing the enclosed to any friend of mine 
in the East Indies, for I consider that all my friends have a right to an 
explanation of the reasons which induced me to sign my name to the 
armistice; but it must not be printed on any account, and no copy must 
be taken of it, as I am determined that I will not publish, or authorise Hie 
publication by others, of a single line upon this subject. 

Pray remember me moat kindly to all my friends. I don’t write 
by this opportunity to Malcolm, because I think it possible that ho may be 
in Persia, and my letter might fall into hands which ought not to possess 
it. But I beg you to show him this letter, if he should be in India ; and 
tell him that his brother Pultenoy was our Commodore on tlie expedition 
to Portugal, that I lived with him in the Donegal for some time, and that 
he is in great style. His ship appears to have been made head-quarters 
by most of the Generals who came successively from England after I had 
marched. If Malcolm should ho in Persia, and you should think the com- 
munication with him secure, write him the purport of this letter and of 
the enclosed, 

I received a letter from Col. Close while I was in Portugal ; and I 
win write to him as soon os I can get a moment’s leisure. In the mean 
time I heg you to communicate to him and to Wilks the enclosed 
letter, and this if you like it. 

Present my best respects to Sir G. Barlow. 
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Dublin Castle, 9th Jan. 1P09. 

P.S. I have had no opportunity of sending this letter till now. 

You will have seen that 1 have been in London since I wrote it, to 
attend the Court of Inquiry, of which you will see the ridiculous report 
in the newspapers. I enclose a printed copy of the narratives and state- 
ments which I put on the minutes of the Court ; which you may show as 
well as this letter to my friends. 

Vise. Castlereagh to H.ll.H. the Commander in Chief. Doirning Street, 29th Oct. ISOS. 

I am to signify to your Royal Highness, His Majesty’s pleasure, that a full in- 
vestigation by a Court of Inquiry should be made as soon as possible into the late 
Armistice and Convention concluded in Portugal, and into all the circumstances 
connected therewith. 

It is considered, from the nature of the transaction, that the proceeding by a 
Court of Inquiry, in tlie first instance, will best bring before His Majesty a full 
explanation of all the considerations and causes which may have influenced the 
conclusion of the said Armistice and Convention, and ultimately lead to a just 
ju^ment thereupon. 

I am further to state to your Royal Highness the importance of giving to this 
inquiry every degree of solemnity and publicity which usage and precedent have 
in like cases admitted of ; and that the court be specially instructed, not only to 
i-raort an opinion upon tlie matter referred to them, but also to s\ibmjt to His 
Majesty what it may be, in their judgment, fit to he done thereupon. 

Your Royal Higlmess will be pleased to receive His Majesty’s pleasure, with 
respect to the proper measures fur carrying these His Majesty’s commands into 
execution. 

To ■. Dublin Castle, 3rd Nov. 1808. 

I have received your letter of the 28th Oct., and 1 am very sensible of 
your kindness towards me ; but I have determined that 1 will not publish, 
and I will not authorise the publication of a single word on the subject to 
which you refer. The inquiry which must be made into the late transac- 
tions in Portugal must show the public (hat they have done me great 
injustice. 

I am happy to hear of your hopes of the amendment of the state of the 
county of Keriy. With every desire on the part of the Lord Lieutenant 
to appoint you to a situation which you will like better than that which 
you now fill, I apprehend that it will he found most difficult to appoint 
you to one, of which the duties will not take up a great part of your time. 
The oflicc which you now hold allows of your residence in the county of 
Kerry, which is a great benefit to the public, and I should think must be 
a convenience to you. 

To Capt. P. Malcolm, R.N. London, I'Jtli Nov. 1808. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of tlie 11th, and parti- 
cularly so for the kindness towards me which has induced you to stay at 
home to he examined before the Court of Inquiry. It will meet on Mon- 
day, but, I imagine, will not proceed to the examination of evidence for a 
day or two. 

When you come to town, I can give you a bed here, and you will be as 
heartily welcome as I have often been in your ships. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. London, 14fli Nov. 1808. 

After I saw you on Saturday I spoke to Col. Gordon, and he agreed 
entirely in opinion with me, that it was expedient to recommend Gen. 
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Spencer to tihe King, at an early period, for some mark of His Majesty’s 
favor; but he promised to speak to the Duke of York upon the subject. 

I have always been of opinion that I should not be able to convince the 
public of the goodness of my motives for signing the armistice ; and the 
late discussions in Middlesex and elsewhere, and the paragraphs in the 
newspapers, which, after all, rule every thing in this country, tend to con- 
vince me that it is determined that I shall not have the benefit of an 
acquittal ; and that the news-writers and the orators of the day are deter- 
mined to listen to nothing in iny justification. I am therefore quite cer- 
tain that the government will not be able to recommend me for any mark 
of the King’s favor, to which tliey might otherwise think me entitled. If 
this turns out to be true, the ministers will be obliged to recommend that 
a mark of the King’s favor should be conferred on Gen, Spencer, and not 
on me, although both were employed on the same service, and this after an 
inquiry will have been held in which my conduct will have been investigated. 
They will be obliged to adopt this line, notwithstanding that I hope they 
will be convinced of the propriety of my conduct, and the goodness of 
my motives in every instance ; or they must determine not to confer upon 
Gen. Silencer those marks of tlie King’s favor which his services un- 
doubtedly merit. 

I have no doubt of the alternative which the ministers will be inclined 
to adopt. I am convinced that Spencer himself will urge them not to 
think of him, if the King’s favor cannot be extended to mo, and thus he 
will lose what he so well deserves. I am convinced that this will bo the 
result of any further delay. 

I wish, therefore, that you would immediately recommend S])enc!er for 
what you think ho ought to have. Tlicre can he no doubt of his merit on 
every ground ; and nobody can with reason complain that an injustice is 
done to me, because even my most sanguine friends cannot think that I 
am in a situation to receive any mark of His Majesty’s favor. 

I wish you would turn this subject over in your mind, and you will 
discover that great difficulties will be avoided by adopting immediately the 
measure which I most earnestly recommend. 

P.S. It is said that Spencer would not like to accept any mark of the 
King’s favor at present; but I am convinced that I shall be able to prevail 
with him. 

To tUo Dulto of Riohmond. London, 181h Nov. 1808. 

I attended the Court of Inquiry yesterday, and the whole day was 
employed in reading the dispatches to and from mo. Afterwards Sir H. 
Dalrymple read something from a paper, complaining of the misrepre- 
sentations in the newspapers, which he attributed to mo and my friends ; 
this gave me an opportunity, which I wished for, of explaining that I acted 
by his desire, and not by his order, in signing the armistice. The news- 
papers have, as usual, misrepresented what both of us said; but I have 
made a note of what I said from tho short hand writer’s notes, which I 
propose to put on the minutes to-morrow, of which note I enclose a copy. 

I think that the Court of Inquiry will he over in about a week if they 
stick to their business as they ought. 
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To the Rt Hon. . Dublin Castle, 25th Oct. 1808. 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst., and I should he very 
happy to have an opportunity of forwarding your views for the promo- 
tion of your step-son, Mr. * * * and I will accordingly make appli- 
cation for his promotion to the Commander in Chief. I must inform 
you, however, that an oflScer is rarely, if ever, promoted from an Ensigncy 
to a Lieutenancy in a regiment to which he does not belong ; and this 
injustice to Ensigns in the regiment to which it may he desired to pro- 
mote him is never done when such regiment is employed on active ser- 
vice. I must also inform you that the promotion of Mr. * * * * to a 
Lieutenancy in a regiment now employed in Portugal or Spain would not, 
of course, place him in either of tliose countries, as each of these regi- 
ments has a 2d battalion, now in England or Ireland, and he would he in 
the first instance the junior Lieutenant of the 2d hatt. Under these 
circumstances the application which I shall make for Mr. * • » * 
promotion will probably not be successful; and if successful, will not 
accomplish the object which you have in view in making it ; but still I 
shall make it to H.R.H. the Commander in Chief, in order to show my 
respect for you, and my desire to gratify you. 


To Lieut. Col. Gordon, Military Secretary. Dublin Castle, 29th Oct. 1808. 

I enclose a letter to me, and a memorial to H. R. H., which I have re- 
ceived from Major Travers, of the 95th regt. ; and I can assure you with 
great truth that no troops could behave better on all occasions than those 
of the detachment of the 95th regt. ; and there was no officer of his rank 
with whom I had more reason to he satisfied than Major Travers, during 
the period that I commanded the army. From the nature of the country, 
and the description of troops, such os the 95th are, they were probably 
more exposed and more frequently engaged than the others ; and as I 
have had many opportunities of testifying, they always conducted them- 
selves well. 

To Lieut. Gen. — % Dublin Castle, 30th Oct. 1808, 

Your letter of the 26th Aug. was sent to Portugal, and did not arrive 
there till after I had quitted that country, and I only received it two days 
ago. I should not have recommended you in any case to serve with the 
Portuguese troops, because their conduct was not likely to do you credit ; 
and I doubt the expediency of your sawing with the Spaniards, for, to 
tell you the truth, I don’t give credit to the histories we see in the papers 
of their successes. The public opinion and hope must be kept up in 
Spain, as in other countries, hy success ; and it is a venial offence to con- 
ceal disasters and exaggerate successes, of which I know the Spanish pro- 
vincial governments are guilty. Our foolish editors of newspapers copy 
from the Spanish newspapers all they see, and the gulls of England be- 
lieve all that the English newspapers tell them. 

In point of fact the Spaniards have bad no great success excepting 
against Dupont, and in the defence of Zaragoza. From the manner in 
which the story of the first was told, and supported by evidence, and 
comparing that with the histories of other successes, I am convinced that. 
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if there is any foundation for them, it is hut very small ; and that the 
corps of French troops said to have been cut off in Catalonia, Valencia, 
Murcia, and Estremadura were at most straggling battalions, or probably 
even individuals. With regard to the last, I believe that the Spaniards 
have a good intrenched position at Zaragoza, which the citizens have 
defended manfully; but on the other Iiand, the French have never been 
able to attack it with heavy cannon. 

Under tliese circumstances, and adverting to the temper of the public, 
I should doubt the expediency of your serving with the Spaniards. They 
must meet with severe reverses ; and with their usual liberality, the good 
people of England will be disposed to attribute to an English general the 
reverses of their friends the Spaniards, which they do not at present 
expect, and will not believe can happen under any otlier circumstances 
whatever. I therefore recommend to you not to go to the Spaniards at 
present ; hut if you should still wish it. I’ll bear your wishes in mind, and 
try what I can do for you when I shall return to the army, which I hope 
will be in a short time, 

To Aim. Whitaheil. Dublin Castle, 31st Oct. 1808. 

I am very much obliged to you for your kind letter of the 2i)th, which 
I have just received. I think that if I had been allowed to bring the 
operations in Portugal to a conclusion, the public would not have been so 
much displeased with them as they appear to be with the late transactions 
in that country. However, that is a misfortune to be lamented, and can- 
not now be avoided ; but I hope it will be a lesson to our ministers, 
in future, not to incur the risk of altering the principle on which an 
operation is conducted in the middle of it. Pray make my best respects 
to Mrs. Whitshed. 

To the Duke of Foitland, IC.6. Oubliu Castle, Ist Nov. 1808. 

1 have the honor to enclose a letter which has been transmitted to me 
for your Grace from Capt. Baker, of H.M.S. Kangaroo. In forwarding 
this letter to your Grace, I cannot avoid to mention to you tliat Capt. 
Baker waited upon the coast of Portugal for some days for my dispatches, 
with great politeness to me ; that I believe it is usual to give promotion to 
an ofScer who brings home dispatches upon important events, such as those 
to which the dispatches in question referred ; and that I have recommended 
Capt. Baker in consequence. 

To Mr. . London, 19th Nov. 1808. 

I have received your letter, and am much obliged to you. I must 
always consider it a gross injustice to those who are obliged to appear 
before the Court of Inquiry to publish any part of tlie proceedings till 
the whole will be concluded, and that such publication must tend to mis- 
lead the public. The Court of Inquiry has desired that its proceedings 
should not be published ; and, therefore, although I should be happy to 
assist you in any way, I must decline either to furnish you with materials, 
or to correct any thing for you, till the whole shall be brought to a con- 
clusion, and it should be -understood that there is no objection to publica- 
tion in any quarter. 
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COURT OF INQUIRY. 


HOC R. 

iiEiiEAS We were pleaeed, in the month of July, 1808, to constitute and 
lit Lieut Gen. Sir H. Ualrymple, Kt, to the command of a body of our 
employed to act on the coasts of Spain and Portugal, or in such other part 
i Continent of Europe as he might afterwards be directed to ; and the said 
mant General did, pursuant to our instructions ti-ansmitted to him, proceed 
rtugal, and did, on the 22d Aug. 1808, land in that country, and take 
himself the command of the said body of our forces accordingly; and 
las it appears that on the same day (22d Aug.), and suksegueiitlv to his 
g assumed the command, an armistice was concluded,* 
e think it necessary that an inquiry should be made, by the General ofRcers 
named, into the conditions of the said Armistice and Convention, f and into 
! causes and eircumstanocs (whether arising from the previous operations of 
ritish army, or otherwise) whicli led to them, and into the conduct, beliariour, 
roceediugs of the said Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple, and of any otlier officer 
cors wlio may liave held the command of our troops in Portugal, and of 
itlier person or jiersons, as far ns the same were connected With the said 
.tice and Convention, in order that tlie said General officers may leport to 
leliing the matters aforesaid, for our better information. 

Ill* will and pleasure (liercfoi'e is, and we do horchy nominate and appoint ilie 
■al officers of our army whose names are respectively mentioned in the list t 
:ed, to he a Board, of which we do hereby appoint Gen. SirD. Dimdos, K.B., 
President, who arc to meet accordingly for the pui-poses above mentioned, 
i'ou are hereby required to give notice to the said General officers, when and 
1 they arc to meet for the said examination and inquiiy ; and you are hereby 
cd to summon such persons as may be judged necessary by the said General 
■a (whether the General officers employed in the expedition or otliers) to 
nformation touching the said matters, or whose examination shall be desired 
3se employed in me said expedition. And the said General oiiicers are 
y directed to hear such persons as shall offer to give information touching 
me ; and tlicy are hereby authorised, empowered, and required, strictly to 
ne into the matters before mentioned, and to report a state thereof as it shall 
r to them, together with their opinion thereupon; and alsowitli tlicir opinion 
ler any and what further proceedings should be bad tbercupon. All winch 
re to transmit to our Comiiumder in Cliief, to be by him laid before us for 


ee tile Armistice and Convention alrcoily prmtcrl, pp. 104, 105, lOG. 
lie Inquiry into tlie Convention (commonly called the Convcolion of Ciiilia, nlfhongl) 
1 and signed at Lisbon) was held at the Royal College at Chelsea, from llie I'lth 
0 the 27th Deo. 1808. 

proceedings are of ton great length to insert in detail in tliis work : the compiler has, 
ire, extracted those passages only in which Sir A. Wellesley, in his several addivesses, 
Ives, questions, and answers, appeared before tlie Court; in addition to which a 
ary of the proceedings is added. As is usual on Courts of Inquiry and Courts 
tl, the questions are put to those who are examinrd, in the second persiai, through 
dge Advocate. They are answered sometimes in the second, and at other times in 
rd person, and are thus inserted in the proceedings. This will account fur the want 
ipicuity in the answers in this respect : but they are copied wrbatim from the pro- 
gs published ‘by authority.’ 

[ens. the Earl of Moira, Peter Craig, and Lord Heaflilleld ; and Lieut. Gens, flio 
f Pembroke, Sir G. Nugent, and O. Nicliolls. 
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our consideration. And for so doing this shall be, as well to you as to onr said 
General officers and all others concerned, a sufficient warrant. 

‘Given at our Court at St. James’s, this first day of Nov. 1808, in the 49tli year 
of our reign, 

‘By His Majesty’s command, 

‘J. POLTEUEV. 

‘ To Onr right tnisty and well beloved Councilloi', 

the Iloii. R. Ryder, Judge Advocate Gen. of our Forces, or Ills Deputy.’ 

At a meeting of the Board of General officers appointed to inquire into the 

Convention, See. in Portugal, by His Majesty’s Warrant bearing date the 1st 

Nov. 1808, at the Great Hall in Chelsea College, on Monday the l-Jth day of 

the same month ; 

President ; Gen. Sir D. Dundas, K.B. 

Members : Gen. F. Earl of Moira, Gen. P. Craig, Gen. P. Lord Hcathfield, 
Lieut. Gen. G. Earl of Pembroke, K.G., Lieut. Gen. Sir G. Nugent, Bart,, Lieut. 
Gen. O. Nicholls. 

Sir A. W ellesley addressed the Board as follows : 

‘ I hope that in delivering this my narrative to the Court I shall he permitted to 
make a few observationa upon the paper which has been rend by Sir H. 
Dalvymple. 

‘ I have as nnicb reason to complain as he has that the writers in the newspapers 
should for some weeks past have amused the public with sujrposed accoimts and 
comments on the late transactions in Portugal, and most particularly that they 
should have ventured to state some of them from wliat they call authority from 
me or my friends. 

' I never said, nor ever antlioriscd any body to say, and more I cmi venture to 
say, that no person connected with me, as my relations, friends, or aides de camp, 
or otherwise in tlio service, ever gave any anlhority to any publisher of a news- 
paper, or anybody else, to declare that I was compelled, or oven ordered, to sign 
the paper to which my name appears. It is true that I was present when the 
Arnii.s"nco was negotiated by the Commander in Chief, and 1 did assist in his 
negotiations, and I signed it by desire of the Cummnniler in Cl)ief: but 1 never 
said, and never will say, tliat tlie expression of tiie desire of the Commander in 
Cliief was in tlie shape of an order whicii it was not in my power to disobey, much 
less of coniptilsian. I thnnght it niy duty to comply with this desire of the Com- 
mander in Chief from the wish wliicli I luive always felt, according to wliich I 
have always acted, to caiTy into effect the ordera and objects of those placed in 
command over me, however I miglit differ in upinioa with tliem. I certainly did 
differ in opinion with the Commander hi Chief upon more tlinn one point in the 
detail of what I was thus called upon to sign, as I shall show liereaftor; hut as I 
concurred in and advised the adoption of the principle of the measure, viz., that 
tile French should he allowed to evacuate Portugal, for reasons which I shall state 
at a future period, I did not think proper to refuse to sign the paper on ncoount of 
my disagreement on the details. 

‘ I have thought it necessary to say thus much upon this subject ; and 1 now beg 
leave to deliver in a narrative of my proceedings from the time I took upon me 
the command of tlie army at Cork to tlie moment at which I delivered over the 
command to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrnrd, on the afternoon of the 20th.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley accordingly delivered in his narrative ; whioli was laid upon 
tlie table, together with the narrative delivered in by Sir 11. Dalrymple. 

Sir A. Wellesley, on a subsequent day, read the narrative, whicli he had before 
doliveied in, as follows: 

‘Gen. Sill D. Ddmuas, 

‘ Mv Loans and Gentlemen, 

‘Having received the directions of the Judge Advocate General to attend you 
here this day, witli as nnieh detailed information in writing os I may Uiink proper 
to offer, of my proceedings from the time I sailed witli the troops from Ireland to 
the time I gave up the command to Lieut. Geo. Sir H. Burrard, I have now the 
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lionor to submit to llic Court of Inquiry copies of my dispntclies to the See. of 
Stiite, detailing my proceedings. 

'Aatliese proceedings are fully detailed in the dispatciies which contain an 
account of my motives for my nctionn at the moment I carried tlicm into execution 
I aliould 1)0 s.-itialied if the Court were to form an opinion upon a consideration of 
their contents ; but ns the Court have expresaod a desire, at the same time, to 
have a nai'rativo of niy proceedings, I have drawn one out principally from the 
diapnlchea, 

‘I sailed from Cork in the Donegal iva the 12lh July; I went on hoard tho 
Crocodile on tlio IStli, and aailed to Coruna, where I nvrivod on the 20th July. 
1 there found tiiat the French had, on Hie Idtli, defeated the armies of Ciislille uiid 
Galiein, under Gens. Cnc.sta and Jilake; but, having snnndcd the Jniila respecting 
their wi.sh to have tlie assistance of the army under my command, in tlic existing 
crisis of their att'airs, tlicy declared explicitly that they did not want the assistance 
of troop; hut, eventually, arms and ammimition, and money immediately. A 
sum ot £200,000 for their use had arrived oii the 20th, and their retpiisitiou for 
amis and amniunitioii was sent home iinmcdintcly. The Junta of Galicia at the 
same time expressed the greatest anxiety that the troops under my conimand 
should be employed in driving the French out of I’nrtugiil, ns they were per- 
suaded that the Spaniards of the north and south of the Peninsula could never 
have any decided success indcpeudontly of each other, and could never make any 
great simultaneous effort to remove the French from Spain till they sliould be 
driven from Portugal, and the British troops in that Kingdom should connect the 
operations of the northern and the southern Spanish amtiies. The Junta of Galicia, 
at the same time, strongly recommended to me to land in the north of Portugal, in 
order that 1 might bring forward and avail myself of the Povtiigiiese ti'oops which 
tho govormnent of 02)orto were collecting in the iieighhoiiihood of that city. I 
have to observe to the Court, that they will not see, in my diapiitches to the Sec. 
of State fl'om Cururut, llio detail of llie wishes imd seiitimeuls of the Junta on my 
])l.iii of operntious, bccaiiHe they did not conic regularly within the scope of a 
inilitiu'y dispatcli ; liut the sulijoct is mciUioucd in my dispatch to Gen. Spencer 
of llie 2(iCh July. 

‘ I sailed IVom Corufiaou llie 22d, mid joined llie lleet oif Capo Fhlislcrro next 
day, and quitted it again at niglit, mut went to Oporto, in order to hold a con- 
fovence with the llisluijiaud the (ieiieriil olileersin the eommimd of tlio Portuguese 
troops. On my arrival at Oporto, on the 21lh, I received a letter from the Ad- 
miral, Sir C. Cotton, ill wliich he recoiiimciided to me to leave tho troops either at 
Oporto or at the mouth of the Moiidego river, and to proceed to Lisbon in a 
frigate, to communicate with him before I should delcnmne upon the jihm of 
operations and the landing placo. The result of the.' confemicc which I had on 
the niglit of the 24th with the Bishop and tlie General oificeis of tho Poituguoso 
army was an ngvooiueut, that about OOOO PortugucsB troops should be sent forward 
to eo-opernte with me against tlie enemy; that the reiiminclcr of the Porlngiicse 
truo]i.s, amoimliiig to about ISOO, and a Sjianish corps of aliout 1501) men, then on 
its march finiii Galicia, and another small Sjianisli eoiqis of about 1300 men, mid 
all tlie Portuguc.se armed peasantry, should remain in the iieighhourhood of 
Ojiorto, and in tlio province of Titts os Montes; apart to he ciiiplo 3 'cd in the 
hhickude of Almeida, and a part in the defence of tho province of Trns us Montes, 
which province was supposed to ho threatened by an attack from the French corps 
under Marshal Bossidres, since the defeat of the Spanish armies under Blake and 
Cuosta at llio Seco, on the 14tii July. The Bisluqi of Oporto likewise promised 
to supply the army under my command with mules and other moans of carriage, 
and witli shmghter cattle, 

‘ I sailed from Oporto on the morning of tlio 25th, and joined the lleet, and 
settled with Cupt. Malcolm that it should go to Mundego hay ; and I left it again 
that night, and went to tlie numlh of the Tagus to confer with the Admiral. I 
joined him on the evening of the 2f)th ; and I there received letters from Gen. 
Sjioncer, at Puerto tie S'a Maria, in which ho informed me tliat lie had landed his 
coiqis 111 Aiuhihisia, at the request of the Junta of Seville, mid he did not tliiiik it 
proper to embark it iigniii till lie should receive fnrtlier orders from me ; and he 
uiipearod to think tliat my jirescnec in Audalusia, and the at.sisUiiico of the troops 
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under my command, were necessary to enable Gen. Castauos to defeat Gen. 
Dupont. 

‘As I was of opinion that the most essential object for the S])aniardB, ns well as 
for ns, was to drive the Frejicb from Portugal, and that neither his corps nor niiuo 
was sufficiently strong, when separate, to be of much service anywhere, and that 
when joined they miglit effect the object which had been deemed of most impor- 
tance lu Ruglan^ and in Galicia, 1 immediately dispatclied orders to Gen. Spencer 
to embark bis troops), unle.ss he Hhoiild be actimlly engaged in an operation wliicli 
bo could not relinquish without loss to the Sjjnuiwds, and to join mo off the cosist 
Ilf Portugal. 

‘The result of the infonnation which I received from Gen. Spencer, of the 
elrength of the Fi'ench army in Portugal, was, that they consisted of more tlian 
20,000 men. The accounts of their numbera which I received from liic .Admiral, 
and iiad received from the Portuguese, did not make their force so large ; hut, 
upon the whole, I was induced to believe that they had not less than from 10,000 
to 18,000 men. Of this number they had from 600 to 800 in the fort of Almeida, 
000 or 800 in Elvas, 800 in Peuicbe, 1000 or 1800 in Setiival, and tlie rcniaindcr 
were considered about 14,000, disposable for the defence of Lisbon, and the forts 
on the Tagus. The whole of this disposable force was sit this time in the neigli- 
bonrliood of Lisbon, excepting about 2400 men at Alcobaqa, under Gen. 
Tliomidre. 

‘ I considered with the Admiral the propriety of carrying into execution ony of 
the proposed plans of attack upon tlio Tagus, or upon the coast in the neiglibonr- 
hood of the ilock at Lisbon; and it .appeared to us both that ail the attacks upon 
tlie river, wiiicli had been proposed to govermnont, avci’e impracticable ; that tlie 
attack upon Cascaes hay was likewise so ; tli.at a lauding in any of the smnil bays 
in the neigbbouvliood of the Hock was a matter of considcrahle difficulty at any 
time, and that there was a risk that if a part of the army, or even the whole army 
were landed, tho state of tlio suif which prevails upon the whole coast of Portugal 
might prevent the disembarkation of the rear in tlio oiio case, and of Iho stores 
and provisians which wore necessary in tho other. At all events, the disembark- 
ation would he made in the neighbourhood of the whole disposable force of tho 
French army ; and the British troops would be exposed to their attack on their 
bitiding, probably in a crippled state, and certainly not in a very efficient state. 
By malcing our disembarkation in one of the bays near the Rock of Lisbon, it was 
certain that wo should not have the advantage wbiob, at llmt time, we expected to 
derive from the co-npei’ation of llie Portuguese troops. It appeared to us that Ibo 
fort of Feniclie, wliich was garrisoned by the enemy, would prevent tlie disem- 
barkation under the .shelter of that peninsnia; and tliorefoio it appeared to tlie 
Admiral and to mo, that it would be most advisable to disembark the troops in 
the Mondego river. 

‘ I quitted the Admiral off the Tagus on the 27tb, and joined the fleet of trans- 
ports oif the Mondego on the SOtb. i there received information from govern- 
ment, dated tlie Iflth July, that they intended to reinforce tlie army under my 
command with 5000 men, under the command of Brig. Gen. Aeland, in the first 
instance, and eventually with tiie corps, consisting of 10,000 men, which liad been 
under the command of Sir J. Alooro in Sweden; and that Sir H. Dairyinple was 
appointed to command the army. I was likewise directed to cai-ry into e.xccniion 
the instructions which I had received, if I conceived that my force was sufflcientlv 
sti'ong. 

‘ Besides these dispatches from government, I received information, on iny arrival 
at the Mondego, of the defeat of tlio French corps under Dupont by the Spanisli 
army under Caslanos, on tlie 20th July ; and I was convinced that Gen, Spencer, 
if he did not embark immediately upon receiving mtclligonce of that event, would 
do so as soon as ho slionld receive my orders of the 2(itli July : I llicvefViro con- 
sidered liis arrival ns oortnin, and I liad reason to o.vpect tiro arrival of Gen. 
Acland’s corps every moment, as I had been iulbrnicd that it was to sail from 
Havwich and the Downs on tlie lOtli July, I also received accounts, at tlui sanic 
time, that Gon, Loison had been detaclicd from Lisbon across llic Tagus into 
Alentejo on tlie 27tli July, in order (o siihdiio the in.sniTection in that province, 
and open the commnuication witli Elvas. 'J’lic insiirgenls had lately lieeii joined 
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by about 1000 men from tlie Spanish army of Estremadura, and the insiuTeetion 
had made considerable progress, and was become formidable in Alentejo. 

‘ I therefore considered that 1 might commence the disembarkation of the troops, 
•without risk of their being attacked by superior numbers before one or both the 
reinforcements should an-ive ; and I was induced to disembark immediate!}', not 
only because the troops were likely to be better equipped, and more able to march 
ill proportion as they should have been longer on shore, hut because I had reason 
to believe tliat the Portuguese had been much discouraged by seeing the troops 
BO long in the ships alter the fleet had arrived in Mondego bay ; and I was cer- 
tain tliey would suspect oiir inclination or onr ability to contend with the Frencli, 
if tliey bad not been disembarked as soon as 1 retnrned from the Tagus. I there- 
fore determined to disembark as soon as the weather and the state of the surf 
would permit us, and we commenced the disembai'katiou on the 1st Aug. 

‘ The difficulties of landing, occasioned by the surf, were so great, that the wliole 
of the corps were not disembarked till the 5th, on which day Gen. Spencer 
arrived, and his corps on the 0th. He had embarked at Puerto de Sta Maria on 
the 2Ist July, when he had heard of the defeat of Dupont by Castunos, and bad 
not received the dispatclies addressed to him by me on the 20th J uiy. Gen. 
Spencer disembarked on the 7th and 8th, on wliich night the whole army was in 
readiness to march forward. 

‘ Prom the 1st Aug. to that day the time had been usefully spent in procuring 
the means for moving with the army the necessarystorcs, provisions, and oaggage, 
and in an-aiiging tliose means in the most advantageous manner to the diflerriit 
departments : the cavalry and the artillery received a large remount of horses, 
means were procured of moving with the army a sufficient simply of am- 
miiiiitioii and military stores, and a seasoualile supply of hospital stores ; but 
I detennined to march towards Lisbon by that road wliicb passes nearest to 
the sea coast, in order that 1 inigbt communicate with Cupt. Bligh, of tlie J//i eil, 
who attended tlio movements of the army with a fleet of \ ictiuillers and store 
ships. The coiiiraunioatioii with this fleet, however, it was obvious, would be very 
precarious, as well on nccoimt of the state of the surf on the co.ist, in the different 
points of rendezvous which had been settled, ns because it might Imppeii that it 
would he more advantageous to the aimy to take another line of march, passing 
fartiicr iiilimd. 1 therefore made arvaiigeinents for cairying with the army such 
n siipplv of the articles of first necessity as should render it independent of the 
fleet till it should reach the Tagus, if circumstances should prevent the coinmuni- 
cation with the fleet, or should render it advantageous to reunqiiish it. 

‘In the same period of time I also armed the Portuguese troops, and ascertained, 
as far as lay in ray power, the degree of their discipline and eiiicieucy, and recom- 
mended and superintended their organisation. I offered such a sum of money as 
the funds of tlie nnny could afford, to defray any expense which it might be 
deemed necessary to incur in their eqiiipinciit for the field, which was declined by 
the Portuguese General ofilccit ; and I met these gentlemen at Monte Mor o 
Velho on the 7th, and arranged with them the plan of our operations and march, 
which was delayed for the main body of the army till the lOtli, at their desire, fur 
tlie coiiveiiienoe of the Portuguese troops. 

‘ On the 8tli I wrote a letter to Sir H. IJtUTmd, wliicli I loft with Capt. Malcolm, 
of tlie Donegal, to be delivered to lihii upon his arrival at tlic Mondi-go, detailing 
all the circumstances of our situation, and recoiiiracndiiig for bis cousidcvntioii a 
plan of operations for the corps under the command of Sir J. Moore. The Court 
will find the copy of this letter enclosed in iiiy dispatch to Lord Castlerengh of the 
8th Aug, 

‘ The advanced guard inarched on the 0th, supported by the brigades under Gen. 
Hill and Gen. Ferguson, as 1 bad beard that Gen. Laborde had collected his own 
corps and Gen. Thoinidie’s, consisting of from .1000 to 0000 men, in the iieigii- 
boiirhood of Leiria, which place he threatened, as it contained a magazine formed 
for the use of the Portuguese army. On the lOtli the main body followed, and 
the advanced guard arrived at Leiria on the lOtb, and the main body on the lltli. 

' I received a letter from Mr. Stuart and Col. Doyle at Coruna, on tlie 10th, 
detailing the inefficient state of the Gidiciaii antiy under Gen. Blake ; that that 
General had sejmrated Ills troo^is, which consisted of infantry, from the cavalry 
under Gen. Ciiesta; and that neUlicr were in a condition to act offensively against 
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Bessiurea, ov oveu to follow that General if he ahould march into Fortngnl, or to 
attack him if he .sliould make any considerable detachment to tliat quarter. At 
the same time I received the intelligence of the retreat of Joseph Buonaparte 
from Madrid on the 20tli July j and 1 concluded tlint Bessidrea, instead of moving 
out, or detaching towards Portugal, would cover the retreat of Joseph Buonaparte 
towards the French frontier. 'VVliether he did so or not, it was obvious to me that 
I should have time for my operations against Jnnot before Besaibies could arrive 
in Portugal to interrupt them ; and it was probable that Gen. Acland’s corps, or 
Sir J. Moore's, would arrive and land in Portugal before Besaidros could come 
from the north of Spain. 

‘Adverting, therefore, to the advanced state of the season, the necc.ssity of com- 
municating with the sea coast, and the certainty that that communication would 
be nearly impracticable after the month of August, and to the still dispersed stale 
of the French forces in Portugal, I considered it to be important to endeavor to 
perform those operations to which tlie aiiny was equal, and for which it was fully 
equipped and prepared, without loss of time. I eommunicatud, however, the 
intelligence which I had received from Mr. Stuart, and my opinion upon it, to Sir 
H. Biirrard, in a letter which I addressed to him on the 10th Ang. ; a copy of 
which, and of a private letter to Sir li. Biirrard, the Court will find in my dispatch 
to tlic Sec. of State of the ISth Ang. 

‘The Portuguese army, consisting of about 6000 men, including SOO cavalry, 
arrived at Leiria on tlie 12th, where the whole force was then assembled. 

‘ Tile French General Luison, who, I have informed the Court, had been detacliod 
across tlie Tagus into Alentcjo, on the 26th or 27th July, with between 5000 and 
0000 men, had withdrawn the greatest part of the gan'isoii of Setuval, consisting 
of 1600 men, by wliicli lie liad been joined, and ho liiid iinmcdiiitely marclieil 
towards Evova, where lie defeated and dispersed a Spimisli detaclmiont, consisting 
of 1000 men, and the force of the iiismrcction of Alenlejo collected in that town j 
he thou marched to lilvas, rc-vietualled that place, suppressed the insiirrcctiou, 
and re-established the French authority in Alenlejo, and made rn'rangoments J'or 
the ptnoliaso and oollection of the grain of dial province. lie crossed the Tngus 
again at Abraiitos, and marching down that river, he arrived at Thomur, about 
16 miles to the south east from Leiria, on the evening of tlie 11th, on which day 
the British army arrived at Leiria. 

‘Tlie corps under Lahordc was at the samo time at Alcuhaqa, about 16 miles 
from Leiria to tlie soutli west, and the object of the French officers had evidently 
been to join at Loivin before the British troops could arrive there. Tliis town is 
on the high road from Lisbon to the nortli of Portugal, to tlie eastward of wliich, 
and neaily parallel to tlic road, tlicre is a chain of Iiigli inomitaiiis wliicii runs 
from Leiria nearly to the Tagus, over which cliain there is no good pas- 
sage for carriages. In consequence of the early arrival, tlierefore, of tlie Britisli 
troops at Leiria, Gun. Loiseu was uhliged to return te tlic seulliwiird hefuro he 
coiilu effect his junction with Gen. Lahordc, who was tlius exposed to be attacked 
when alone, and was attacked on the 17th A\ig. The Court will find in my dis- 
patch to the Sec. of State of the 16lh Aug., from Cnldas, an outline of the operations 
of Loison's corps, of whicli what I have here stated is a more detailed account. 

‘ All the arrangements for the march having been made, and communicated to 
the Portuguese oflicers, the army marched on the 13th, in 2 columns, to Calviirio, 
and on the 14th, in 2 coluiims, to Alcobuqn, from whence Gen. Laborde had re- 
treated in the course of the preceding night, llie Portuguese troops had not 
marched from Leiria, as had been arranged and n.s I liad expected, under tlie 
pretence that tlieyiiad no provisions; and I received on tlie IStii, in the evening, 
a letter from Col. Tvnnt, wlio was employed by me to communicate with tlio 
Portngneso General, in which he informed me of tlie General’s intention to 
halt at Leiria, unless I should coiiscut to supply the Portuguese troops with pro- 
visions from llio British Commissariat, on the ninrcli to Lisbon. lie also 
explained a plan of operations, whicli Gen. Frciie proposed to carry into exeeu- 
tion, by which ho would have been loft- without any cuninnmiciiliim with the 
British army, exposed to ho attacked by tlic French army, if they siiuiild choose 
to ahandoii the defence of Lisbon and llio Tagus, and proceed to the ilorlliward 
and eastward, or even if they should bo compelled to retire after an action witli 
the British troops. 
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‘ In my reply to this comrauincatinn I pointed out the impossihility of nly com- 
plying with the demand for provisions, and the danger wliich would result from 
the adoption of the plan of operations proposed for the Portuguese corps. I urged 
the Portuguese General, in the most earnest terms, to co-operate with me in the 
deliverance of his country from the French, if he had any regard to his own honor, 
to the honor of his country, or of his Prince; and I pointed out to him the re- 
sources of which he could avail himself to feed the army. I then proposed to him 
that, if he should not march with his whole corps, he should send to join me 
1000 regular infantiy, all his light troo^is and his cavtdry, wliich troops 1 engaged 
to feed, as the utmost I could undertake to perform in that way. ° 

' Tliese troops, in numher, 1000 regular infantry, 400 light troops, and 250 
cavalry, joined me at Alcoha^a, on the evening of the 14th, with Col. Trant, and 
remained with me during the remainder of Sie operations. The main body of 
tlie Portuguese corps, instead of carrying into execution tlie plan of operations 
whicli I iiud originally proposed, or that wliich Gen. Freire Imd suirstitiited, 
adopted the measure of safety wliich I had recommended in the event of his de- 
termination not to join me, and remained at Leiria, and afterwards at Caklas 
and Obidos, till the 22d Aug. 

‘ On the arrival of the army at Alcobaija, I immediiitely opened a communica- 
tion with Capt. Bligli, of the Alfred, who had been for 2 days waiting witli the 
fleet of victuallers and store ships off Nazareth. A supply of bread and oats was 
immediately landed; and I appointed Peniche, which place I intended to recoii- 
iiaitre, as our next point of communication. 

' 'I'he army marched on the 13th, in tiro cohunns, to Caldas, where it halted the 
16tli, to allow the Commissariat to come up, and to receive the supplies which 
had been landed at Nazareth. On the loth, in the evening, there was a .skh'mi.sh 
between the troops of the advanced guard of Laborde's coips and our riflemen, 
in whicli the latter sustained some loss. But we kept posse.s3ion of the post at 
Obidos, which commands the valley of Caldas. The details of this affair are puh- 
lisiicd in the Gazette, as are those of the action of the 17tli. 

‘ Throughout that day we iiad reason to believe that Gen. Loison, who had 
moved from llio Maior ou the evening of the lOtli, would be found on Laborde’s 
right, and the disposition for the attack was made accordingly. During the 
action a French officer, who was dying of his wounds, informed me that they had 
expected Loison to join them that day at 1 o'clock by tlieir right, wliich was tlie 
reason for whioli they stood our attack ; that their numbers were 6000 ; and that 
their loss hafl been severe. Intelligence to the same purport was received from 
other prisoners ; and as a small patrole of French infantry appeared at no great 
distance from the left of onr position on the 17th at dui.k, and I heard that 
Loison's corps was at that moment arriving at Bomlinrrol, wlticli was about 5 
miles from tlie field of battle, I concluded that the junction liad been intended, 
and was prevented only by our early attack. At all events great cautimi was 
necessary in all the movements of that day ; and, indeed, the nature of the ground 
over which the troops were obliged to move rendered a very rapid attack im- 
possible, 

‘The two French corps joined on that night, and retired beyond Torres Vedras, 
which was 10 miles from the field of battle towards Cabet;a de Montiicliique. 
My intention was to march to Torres Vedras on the moniiiig of the liitli; and 
the troops were under arms, and the orders for the march had been issued, wlteii 
1 received from Gen. Aiisti'uther an account of his arrival on the cotist, and of 
his junction with Capt. Bligh. My original intention had been to employ the 
corps under Gen. Acland and Gen. Aiistruther in the siege of Peniche, if 1 should 
find it necessary to undertake it ; or if I should not, to send them down tlie 
coast to effect a landing in some of the bays in the neighbourhood of tlie Bock of 
Lisbon, in the rear of the enemy, while I shoidd press upon their front. But the 
disappointment which I experienced in the hope of co-nperation of the Portuguese 
troops, which were with me in the action of the 17th, and above all, tlie deter- 
mined and gallant resistance of the enemy in that action, induced me to he of 
opinion that I ought to land Gen. Austruther's brigade, and Gen. Aclaiid’s when 
it should arrive, and to join those troops to the army. I therefore marched on tlie 
18th to Lourinha, from whence I comrauiiioated again with Gen. Aiistruther, mid, 
on the 19th, to Viineiro, wliich appeared on the whole to be the position best 
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oalouldtod to secure the junction of Gen. Anstruther, nt the same lime that it was 
a march in advance on onr route. On accomtt of the eahns, the fleet ■wliicli was 
ancliorcd off tlie Berlings could not stand in till late on the 19th, and Ot>n. 
Anstruther did not laud till that evening, and he formed a junction with 2 bri- 
gades detached from our left on the morning of tho 20th, and took his position in 
the advanced guard. 

‘ Between the 18th and 20th tho French corps had assemhled at and about 
Torres Vedras, tho troops last arrived under Junot forming the advanced guard, 
in a strong position in front of tlic town; and tlic divisions of Lahordo and 
lioison, the main body, in another strong position behind it. Their cavalry was very 
active throughout tlie days of the 19th and 20th; tlioy covered the whole country, 
patrolled frequently up to our position, and on tlie 20th one patrole was pushed 
into the rear of our right, as far as tlie lauding place at Maccira. Ifnder these 
circumstances we could gain no detailed information of the enemy’s position 
excepting that it was very strong, and occupied ly their whole force. 

‘ My intention was to march on the morning of the 21sl, and orders were issued 
nccortnugly, I should have pushed the advanced guard os fiir as tho heights of 
Miifra, and .should have halted the main body about 4 or ii miles from that place. 
By this movement the enemy’s position at Torres Vedras would have been turned, 
and I should have brought tho army into a country of which I had an excellent 
map .and topographical accounts, which had been drawn up for the use of the 
late .Sir C. Stuart and the battle, which it was evident would be fought in a 
few days, would have had for its field a country of which we had a knowledge, 
and not very distant from Lisbon, into which town, if we hud been successful, we 
might have entered with the retreating enemy. 

‘ 1 was informed in the middle of the day of the 20th, that Gen. Aeland’s brigade 
was in the oiEng, and 1 made arrangements for their disembarkation as soon ns 
they should anive ; and in tlie evening of this day Sir II. Burr.ard arrived in 
Maceira roads in the Brasen. Ho immedialely nssumed the command of tho 
army. 

' 'riie Court will observe that the last of my dispatches to the Sec. of State is 
dated the 18tli, and the account of my proceedings on tho lOlh and 20th, the last 
2 days of my command, is made from memory, assisted by n reference to private 
letters written nt the time ; and if the Court slioidd wish it, it con lie suhstautiated 
by evidence.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley delivered in copies of several dispatches, but wliich wore not 
read, other copies having been already laid before the Board and read. 

Tho Beard desiring that Sir A. Wellesley's naiTative should be again road, the 
Judge Advocate General accordingly read the .same. 

A paper containing questions prepared by tho Board having been delivered to 
Sir A. Wellesley at their Inst meeting. Sir A. Wellesley now returned the same 
with his answers in writing. The questions, with the answers, were then read, 
viz. : 

‘ Q. When did you receive orders to take the command of a considerable body 
of troops assembled at Cork? 

‘A. I received the orders ofH. R. H. tho Commander in Chief on the 15 th 
June. I received tho mstructions of the Sec. of Slate, of the 30th Juno, in 
Dublin, on the 3d July, and I set out from thence on the 6th, and arrived at 
Cork on the 0th July. 

‘ Q. When did you sail from Cork, and with what numbers f 

‘A. I sailed from Cork on the 12th July, with about 9004 men, including the 
4lh Royal Veteran Battalion, 275 artillery and drivers, and about 300 cavalry, of 
which ISO were mounted. 

‘ Q. Wliat were the orders and instructions under which you sailed, and the 
principal objects of your expedition ? 

‘ A. Tho orders and instructions which I received arc In fore the Court ; from 
the Commander in Chief, of tho 14lh June, and from the See. of State, of tho 

*■ Lieut. Gen. tlio Hon. .Sir C. Sluarl, IC.B., brotlier of (ho first Harqnis of Bute, and 
father of Lord Stuart de Rothesay. lie hud communded a Britisli force for some time in 
Portugal. 
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SOtli June. I have not copies of the instractions from the Sec. of State : I gave 
the originals to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrartl, and he returned me copies, which I 
have, hy some accident, mislaid. The general object of the expedition was to 
aid the Spanish and Portuguese nations ; the principal object was to attack the 
Frencli in the Tagus. But I considered myself authorised by my instructions to 
pursue any otlier object, if I tlioiight it more likely to conduce to the benefit of 
tile Spanish and Portuguese nations. 

‘ Q. AVhat nere the particulars of your progress until you arrived in Mondego 
bay ? 

‘A. The particulars of my progress are detailed in my dispatches of the 21st 
and 20th July, and 1st Aug., to the See. of State, and in my narrative. 

‘Q. AVhat reasons determined your arrival in M ondego bay, your subsequent 
landing on the Ist .\ug., your remaining there until the 9th, and your proceeding 
on that day towards Lisbon ? 

‘ A. The reasons whicb determined my arrival and subsequent landing in Moii- 
dego bay, on the 1st .Aug., are detailed in ray dispatches to the Sec. of State of 
that date, in my letter to Sir H. Biirrard of the Sth Aug., and in my narrative. 
The reasons which occasioned my remaining there till tlie 9th Aug., and my pro- 
ceeding on that day towards Lisbon, are detailed in my dispatches to the Sec. of 
State of the 1st and Stii Aug., in my letters to Sir H. Burrard of the Sth and 10th 
Aug., and in my narrative. 

‘ Q. On your arrival at Mondego bay, what knowledge had you of expected rein- 
forcements from England, and uhnt orders respecting them: did troops join you 
at Mondego bay, and in what numbers i 

‘A. On my arrival at Mondego hay on the 30th July, from the Tagus, I received 
a letter from the Sec. of State, dated the 15th July, announcing that Brig. Gen. 
Acland was ordered to sail witli 5000 men to join mej and that Sir H. Bnmird 
was ordered to sail with 10,000 men, which had been in Sweden imder Sir J. 
Monre, for the same pmpose j also that transports had been sent to convey to 
Porlugid one regiment (the Buffs) from Madeira; and 1 received orders, in a 
letter dated the 2lst July, from tlie Sec. of State, to give notice, by ships of war 
stationed off the coast, wliere I shoidd be found ; and other orders to carry into 
execution the.object of my instructions, if I should think my force sufficient : these 
are, I think, tlie lieads of’ my instructions ; but I am not certain, as I liove no 
copy of them. I was joined at the Mondego on the 6th Aiig. by Gen. Spencer, 
u’ith ‘1314 rank imd file, and 71 artillery and drivers. 

‘ Q. On your march of the 9th Aug. what knowledge had you of reinforcements 
from England, and what orders respecting them? 

‘A. TTie knowledge ond orders as above detmled. There svere reports by ships 
aiTis'ed from England, but nothing official on which I could rely. 

‘ Q. AA'hat svas the object of your march forward on the 9tb, before the arrival 
of reinforcements from England; what were your numbers; and were any Portu- 
guese corps on your left assisting, and with which you were in communication ? 

'A. The objects of ray march are stated in ray dispatch to Sir H. Binrard, of 
the Sth .Aug., and in my narrative. My numbers were upon the whole (having 
left the 4tli Royal Veteran battalion on board sliip) about 12,300 rank and file. 
There was besides a Portuguese corps in communication with me on my left, con- 
sisting of about 6000 men, under Geii. Freire ; exclusive of this Portuguese corps, 
there was a corps consisting of 1500 Spanish infantry, under the Marques de 
Valladares, and about the same numlier of Portuguese troops belonging to tlie 
defence of Oporto, and tiic blockade of Almeida, collected near Guarda, which 
moved towards Abrantes, in consequence of Loison’s inarch across the Tagus : it 
was thought he intended to go to Almeida. 

‘ Q. AA'hat was your progress until you reached Caldas, in the neighbourhood of 
the enemy? 

' A. My progress is detailed in my narrative-: I was -with the army between 
Laves and Leiria on the lOtb, at Leiria on the 11th and 12tli, atCalvario on the 
13tli, at Alcobaqa on the 14tb, and at Caldas on the 15tb Aug. 

‘ Q. In what manner was your army supplied with provisions during your march, 
and what resources did you draw from the covmt^ ? 

‘ A. The army received biscuit, fresh meat, and wine ; the two latter drawn from 
the country. I had arranged with the Bishop when I was at Oporto, on the night 
of the 24th July, that the government should take measures to supply us with 
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slftugliter cattle ; tut In case of failuve from this quarter, I had authorised a con- 
tract for slaughter cattle for the army with Mr. Archer, of Figneira, which was 
afterwards renewed with Mr. Walsh, of Oporto. 

' Q. On your arrival at Caldas, whnt was the munher lind state of your horse.s, 
artillery, carriages, of your ammunition, provisions, and of your dependence for 
future supplies ? 

‘ A. On the arrival of the army at Caldas, we had a sufficient nnmher of horses 
to draw one brigade of 9 pounders, and 2 brigades of 0 pounder^, with the car- 
riages attaclied to them. I must inform the Court, that the expedition which 
sailed from Cork under my command was origitiiillv dosfiiiod to go to tiro const of 
Spain, to be prepared to act as circumstances' mig^it require j and as it was very 
uncertain that the troops would ever land in Spain, and it was thought that the 
horses of tlie artillery would sufrer and might be lust to the service by being kept 
so lung in the transports, as it was probable we might be on the const of Spain 
unemploved, it was expedient to equip the ordnance seut on the expedition with 
horses taken from the Irish Commisanrint. These are generally horses cast from 
the cavalry or bought at low prices', such ns £12 or £13 each; and although 
not bad horses, they arc not so good and efficient as those belonging to tlie artil- 
lery : about 298 were originally embarked in Ireland, and I believe all arrived 
safe at the mouth of the Mondego river ; we lost 4 or 5 in the disembarkalinn, 
and there were 8 or 10 unfit for service; so that wo had originally 282 Irish 
horses : besides this number, I gave 20 mares to the artillery, out of a number 
sent from Oporto by the llishop ; but of this the Court will see an accurate rutuni 
in a letter from Sir II. Dalrymjile to the See. of State, read to the Court on Satur- 
day. These mares answered wefi Co carry the officers and non-commissioned 
officers attached to the brigades, who arc usually mounted, and the Irish horses 
were in the draught | wo put 2 in addition to the usual numbers in each carringe, 
on account of the heaviness and badness of the roads, the heat of tho weather, and 
their low condition. In this maimer wo got on very well, and had a snliicient 
number for all our purposes ou our arrival at Caldas, not loss, 1 should think, tlian 
300. The ordnance consisted of 18 pieces of cannon, of which there were ono 

9 pounder brigade, and 2 (3 pounder brigades, all complete in every respect, with 
the usual proportion of ammunition | besides which there was a quantity of spare 
ammunition mr the 0 pounders carried upon tho carta of tho coitnfry; tho exact 
amount I cannot now toll, but more than sufilcieut for a battle in tho field. 

‘ The soldiers had, each of them, GO rounds of musket anunuiiition ; besides this 
quantity there were 90 nudes attached to tho reserve of tho artillery to carry 
musket ammunition, each mule with 2000 rounds ; and tliorc were 500,000 
rounds on die cai-ts. 'J'he army marched from Lavos on die lOtb Aug., with 17 
days' bread, viz., 4 dnyi’ bread on tho men’s backs, 3 days’ bread on mules, and 

10 on carts j there were, besides, 5 days’ salt meat, and 10 days’ spirits, t)f this 

quantity of course 7 days’ bread was consumed on the Ifith ; but nearly 3 days’ 
bread was' received at Nazareth on the 14di, so that on tho 16th Aug. tho army 
had 14 days’ bread. Resides the salt meat, the contract provided that there 
ehonld always be 3 days! fresh meat in camp. I do not believe that, upon our 
arrival at Caldas, the contractor had fulfilled his contract to that extent ; but 
the supply was regular, and it was cei-tain that his bullocks were coming up 
rcgnlariy.* * 

* Sir D. Duncins: ‘The Court will observe in my letter to the Sec. of State, written 
from Caldas on the Iflth Aug., that a comiilaiiit is made of the inefficiency of the Com- 
missariat. 

• ‘ As conclusions may be drawn from tins letter whitili it was never my intention should 
be drawn from it, I beg leave, in justice to the individuals oumposiiig the Commissaviat 
attaolied to the army lately under ray command, to state, tlmt I did not intend to eoniplaia 
of tlieir want of zeal in the servioo, or of any ileficieiicy of oxovlion on tlieir part. 

^Tlie fact is, tliat I wislied to draw the attention of tlie government to line imporhint 
branch of the service, which is but little undenitond in this cmiutry. 'I’lio evils of which 
I ooinplained are prolMibly to bo attributed to the naluie of our political situation, which 
prevents us from midci'takiiig great military operalUms, in which the Bubsislcnco of armies 
Mcoraes a subjeet of serious consideration and difficulty j anil Ibuse evils ci)ii8i.st<.sl in th,, 
mezperietico of almost every individual belonging to the Commissariat, of tlie mode of 
proouring, oonveying, and distributing tlio supplies wliioli wore to be got for tlio use of tho 
troops. 

‘I hope that tire Court will allow this explanation to stand upon tlieir minutes.’ 
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‘ 1 do not recollect that at this time we had used either salt meat or spirits. We 
procured wine in nearly every village in the country ; our dependence upon 
future supplies of bread was upon our communication with the shipping ; and I 
had appointed Capt. Bligh,' of the Alfred, to communicate with the army off 
Feniche on the 16th or 17th. Our dependence of meat was upon the contractor 
(who, I must say, never foiled us until the numbers of the army were increased) 
and upon the shipping ; and for ammunition upon the same. 

‘Q. Why didyoti £rect your march to Lisbon by a road near the coast, in pre- 
ference to another line near the Tagus ? 

‘ A. 1 directed my march by tlte road of the coast for the reasons in my letter to 
Sir H. Burrard, ’of the 8th Aug., and in my narrative, and in mj' answer to the 
la.st question. 

‘Q. At Caldas, what information had you of the strength and . position of the 
enemy, and what of your expected reiiifurceinents? 

‘ A. The information 1 had of the enemy at Caldas was, that Gen. Laborde was 
in my front at Roii^o, with Gen. Thomiere’s corps, which had been reported to 
me 2400 men, and his own,'which hud been reported 2600 ; in the whole 5000. 
Besides these troops, they were joined in the battle of the 17th by 400 men of the 
garrison of Peniche. I judged the .strength of tlie French coips in that action to 
have been 6000 men, from the view I had of tliem, and that was the number 
reported to me during the action, as I have stated in my naiTative : Laborde Iiim- 
self, however, says that they had not nearly that number. Gen. Loison's corps 
was at lUo Maior during the whole of the 16tli; this corps was reported to be 
from 5000 to 7000 men ; they took 9000 rations from the country ; Loison’s 
corps marched ffom Rio Afaior about 7 o'clock in the evening of tiie 26fh, and I 
heard of Jils mai'ch at 11 o’clock. Besides these corps of Loison’s, I heard at 
Caldas that Junot was on his march ii-om Lisbon with 3000 or 4000 men ; I had 
no intelligence at Caldas of my expected reinforcements. 

‘ Q. VViiere did you first meet with considerable opposition from the enemy ? 

‘A. I first met with considerable opposition from the enemy on the 17th Aug. 
near Rolica, 

‘ Q. What were your' proceedings from Caldas to Vimeiro I 

‘A. My proceedings from my departure from Caldas until my arrival at Vimeiro 
are detailed in my dispatch of the 17th Aug. to the Sec. of State, aud in my nar- 
rative. 

‘ Q. What knowledge on the 20th had you of the enemy’s strength and position ? 

‘A. I know on the 20th that oil the enemy's disposable force was collected at 
Torres Vedras ; that the advanced guard was on the heights in front of tlie town, 
the main body to Uie southward of it. 1 had no particular details of their posi- 
tion; but I do not believe that they extended at all to their left towards tlie road 
to Mafra. 

*Q. What were your intentions and proceedings with respect to moving forward 
next day 7 

‘ A. I had ordered the army to march on the morning of the 21st, and I intended 
to march, and should have niai'ched, as 1 have stated in my narrative. 

‘ Q. How was the army circumstanced on the 20th witli respect to provisions 
and ammunition, and wlmt was your prospect as to future supplies and diiiiculties ? 

‘ A. On the 20tli the army had consumed 5' days’ of 14 days’ bread it had on 
the 16th ; hut the fleet had arrived at Maceira, and tlie communication was open 
with it, and we received a supply of 3 days’ bread on that day, making 12 days' 
bread for the original numbers. 2 days’ sitU meat and spirits bad at tills time 
been consumed, aud tlie supply of fresh meat was complete, It must be observed, 
however, that the consumption of the army had been increased by above 4000' 
men, or one tlurd of the original numbers who drew rstions. This reinforcement 
landed with 4 days’ bread : therefore it maybe calculated that tlie army, including 
these reinforcements, had in camp and Uie means of moving, on the 21st Aug., 
above 9 days’ bread. 

‘The Fortnguese troops (1650 in number}, whom I had engaged to supply with 
bread, were supplied, in the first instance, by some wbicb tlie Frencb had left 
behind at Alcoba^a, and another quantity found at Caldas. 

‘ The ammunition expended in the action of the 17th was replaced on the 20th 
Aug. ; and all the equipments of the army were as complete as when we were at 
Caldas on the 16th. 
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‘ Q. What rGinfoTcemeiits,_ and at what places and days, joined you on your 
march from Caldas, and previous to your victory at Vimeiro on tlie 21st ? 

‘ A. Brig. Gen. Anstruther joined with his brigade, consisting of 2400 men, at 
Vimeiro, on the morning of the 20tli, and Brig. Gen, Acland, with his brigade, 
consisting of about 2750 men, at Vimeiro, on tiie night of the 20th, 

‘ Q. What orders atid instructions relative to your proceeding did you receive 
from England, from the 9tli Aug. to the 21st V 

‘ A, I did not receive any orders or instructions from England relativo to my 
proceeding between the dth and the 21st Aug. 

‘ Q. When did yon give up the coimnand of the army to Lieut. Gen. Sir H, 
Burrard ? 

‘A. Sir H. Burrard assumed the commmid of the army on board H. M. S. 
Brazen, when 1 went on board that vessel on the evening of the 20th Aug. to 
report to him. 

‘ Q. As you expected Sir H. Burrard to arrive early in August, what steps did 
you take to give him previous information, and to acquaint him of your proceedings 
from time to time 1 

‘A. I wrote to Sir H. Burrard on the 8th, 10th, and 12th Aug. ; and copies of 
my letters are before the Court. I sent him a copy of my diqmtch of the I7lh 
Aug., addressed to the Sec. of State, to Capt. Malcolm, of the Donegal, to bo de- 
livered to him i besides this, I wrote to Capt. Malcolm, of the Donegal, nearly 
every day. 

‘ Q. What position do you understand did the enemy take on the evening of 
the 21at Aug. ? 

‘ _A. I understand that the enemy spent the evening of the 21st Aug. in endea- 
voring to form the different corps of their army again, and to regain Torres Vedras ; 
'some of their corps arrived at Tm-res Vedras at about 12 o'clock at night of the 
2l8t i others not until late in the day of the 22d Aug. When the French re- 
tired from the field at Vimeiro, they drew off to the northward towards Loitriiiha j 
and from thence they got into the road to Torres Vcifrus. 

‘ Cl. What were the numbers of the enemy's cavalry at the battle of Vimeiro? 

‘ A. As far as I could judge and learn, they had ftW 1200 to 1400. ohvalry. 

‘ Q, What wore the numbers of British and Portuguese cavalry itt the said 
battle ? 

‘ A. We had about 210 mounted men of the 20th dragoons, and 200 of Portu- 
guese cavalry.’ 

The Board now proceeded further to examine Sir A. Welle.slcy. 

‘ Q, Had Sir A. Wellesley any coramimication with Santander, or other means 
of knowing what was the wish of the inhabitants of Biscay, relative to assistance 
from the British army? 

‘ A, When I was at Corafia I received a letter from Sir T. Dyer, who was em- 
ployed by His Majesty 's government in communication with the Junta of Asturias, 
m which Sir Thomas informed me that, as I nndorstood him, he had held out n 
prospect to the Juiita of Oviedo that the troops under my command would land 
111 Asturias; and he informed me that this communication had boon received witli 
satisfaction by the Junta at Oviedo, and he rather urged me to disembark at Sant- 
ander, in order that I might attack the French corps which at that time had got 
possession of that city, I communicated wiUi the Junta of Galicia upon this sub- 
ject among others, wlio I conceived were interested in the position of the French 
corps at Santander, and I was informed by them that measures had been adopted 
wliich they thought likely to he effectual to drive tliis French corps from Smit- 
ander, which measures afterwards proved to he successful. I had no comnumica- 
tiou whatever with any of the peo^e of Biscay, which province was not, us 1 un- 
derstood at that time, m insurrection against the French. 

‘ Q. Had you any correspondence with the Spanish Generals, or did yon make 
any suggestion to tliem on the importance of gaining the passes of tiie Pyrenees 
and thereby preventing the entrance of Preneh reinforcements into Spain ? ’’ 

‘ A. I had no correspondence with the Spanish Generals. 

* Q. Is the inference aoenrate that yon thought tire army uudur your immodialfe 
command adequate to the expulsion of Jnnol’s force from the po-sitions at Lisbon 
triien you, m a letter dated the lOlh Aug., advised Sir II. Burrard to march with 
tne expected reinforcements to Santarem to cut off the enemy's retreat? 
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A. I did consider the force which marched from Lavos under my command 
to be sufficient to deprive the Frencli of Lisbon and of the forts upon the Tagus. 

‘ Q. What alteration, if any, took place in that opinion in eonsequeuce of the 
actual arrival of Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Moore svitii tlie division under his orders? 

‘ A. No alteration whatever in respect to the actual capacity of the army, from 
its strength, to obtain possession of Lisbon and of the forts upon the Tagus. 

‘ Q. y ou have stated that you would liave undertaken the supply of the Por- 
tuguese troops had it not been for the insufficient construction of the British Com- 
missariat. Is this conclusion from that statement just, that tlie country afforded 
considerable supplies of provisions, if due means could be applied to collect them? 

‘ A. The country afforded us no provisions excepting beef and wine, and I 
believe that from the time 1 landed in Portugal to the time I quitted the army on 
the 20th Sept., the troops only received biscuit li-um the ships. As 1 hare stated 
in my narrative, a small quantity of bread was left behind bj' the French at 
Alcobaqa, and a small quantity at Caldas ; and besides this, after 1 had given up 
the command when the army arrived in the neiglibouihood of Torres Vedras, a 
small quantity of flour was got, which had likewise been left behind by the Frencli. 
While I commanded the army this bread supplied the consumption of the Portu- 
guese troops, 1650 ill number, who were with me, and afterwards I believe that 
the officers of the army received some baked bread from the Commissariat. But 
I am of o|>iiiioii that no exertion would have drawn from Portugal a supply of 
bread suiheient for that army. My opinion, as stated in my letter, and m my 
explanation of my letter, went to the arrangement and distribution of supplies as 
Well as to the collection of them. 

‘ Q. The answer to the former question having nearly restricted itself to bread 
and flour, to what extent could beef or other articles of sustenance have been fur- 
nished by the country ? 

‘ A. Wine could he procured in the villages occupied by the army, in nhunst 
every one of its positions, in sufficient quantities for one day’s or prohahly two 
days' eoiisiiniptioM j but I have seen the wine c.vhauslcd, in more than one iiistaiice, 
when the army has halted moi'e than one or two days in the same place, and I 
believe that latterly the Coinmissury General was not able to supply the troops 
with wine. As long as I coinmiuided the army there was no want of fresh beef ; and 
,as the carts of the country were drawn by bullocks, the draught cattle might have 
been killed for food for the troops ; but svithout resorting to this resource, it was 
very soon fouiid that the supplies of cattle for slaughter were not suiHcieut in 
Portugal for a large array. And in point of fact, before I quitted the army, a very 
huge proportion, Ihelieve more than Half, was fed upon salt provisions, and 1 believe 
the whole army has since received nothing else. The cattle on which the arniy 
under ray command was fed, supplied under the contracts with Mr. Archer and 
Mr. Watsh, ail came from tlie north of Portugal, and, excepting 10 or 12 head 
received at Leyria, and the same nuraher at Caldas, 1 do not recollect that the 
country which was the immediate seat of our operations ever supplied us with 
any. 

‘ Q. Tlie Portuguese General, Freire, in his letter of the 2d Sept, to Sir H. Dal- 
rymple, states that the fort of Peniche had been on the point of surrendering to 
him. How was tlie fact? 

‘ A. I never heard of it : it could not have occurred during the time I com- 
manded the army, as neither that General nor his corps were near that fort. 

‘ Q. Did you understand that the Juntas in Spiun were in general at first averse 
to a British force landing in Spain ? 

‘ A. I did understand that the Junta of Galicia were not desirous of having the 
co-operation of a British army with their own troops under the command of Gen. 
Blake. They were not averse to our landing in Spain, as they consented to my 
landing in Vigo, if I should find it convenient, and indeed recommended that 
measure, as Vigo was ihe only port which could aflbrd protection to our transports 
on the west coast of the Peninsula, excepting the Tagus. I also understood Chat 
the Junta of Seville, and the persons in authority in Andalusia, had no very great 
desire that Gen. Spencer's corps should co-operate with General CastaSos, although 
they were desirous that Gen. Spencer’s corps should land at Puerto de Sta. Maria, 
and eventually cover Gen. Castanos’ retreat, in cose he should have been defeated 
by Dupont, I wish to explain to the Court, that this opinion is formed from my 
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communicdtions with the Junta of Galicia as far as respects them : and in those 
communications they expressed a most anxious desire that we should carry on our 
operations in Portugal, and drive the French out of that Kingdom, and that after- 
wards tlie British army should be die point of connexion between the northern 
and Bonthei'ii armies of Spain. 

‘ Q. Did you receive communications of similar wishes from any of the chief 
Juntas or persons in authority in Spain? 

' A. None. 

‘ Q. "Was the expulsion of the French from Portugal, in your opinion, of essen- 
tial service to the Spaniards ; and had the British force, in the first instance, 
landed in Spain, might not the French force under Juuot have been employed 
against Spain ? 

‘ A. I consider the expulsion of die French from Portugal ns an object of the 
greatest consequence to the Spanish nation. There is no doubt whatever, that if 
tlie apprelieiision of the employment of the disposable force of Great Britain in 
Portugal had been removed from the mind of the French General, in Portugal, he 
might have moved a large proportion of his army into Spain.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley, on being asked by die Board, said he had no persons whom 
be wished to call as witnesses. 

Capt. P. Malcolm, of H. M. S. Dmicgel, was examined by the Board. 

‘ Q. Were you employed on the coast of Portugal in assisting and forwarding 
the movemeiita of die army during any and what period of Lieut. Gen. Sir A. 
Wellesley’s comniniid on that const? 

* A. The whole of the time that Sir A. Wellesley commanded. 

‘ Q, State in general die difKculdes or facilities that present themselves in 
landing troops, or horses, or artillery, or provisions, on the const of Portugal from 
the Tiigns to Oporto, in the months of August and Septcmiicr, and whether you 
actually experienced any and wluit difflcultics on the above occasion. 

* A. There is always a very great dililoulty in landing on the const of Portugal 
ill those months, owing to the swell, which causes a consiaerahle surf upon the beach. 
At Moiidege hay tlioru is a river, hut at the mouth of the river there is a hiir on 
wliich generally there is a very considerable stirf. During the time that I was tliere, 
there were only 4 or i5 days that wo could pass it without danger in common boats ; 
but at the Mondego we got a large supply of boats of tlie country, aoliooners, and 
larger boats, wliioh facilitated the landing very niucli. I know of no otlicr place 
between Oporto and the Book of Lisbon wlioro boats of die country could have 
been procured, except at Uriceira ; I was not tbere, but I iiiidcrstaiid tbiit boats 
could liavc been procured there. I believe, also, that boats could have heeii pro- 
cured, mid that the landing is toleriihie, at Peniche, hut I have not sccii it ; the 
latter place was in possession of the enemy. During the whole tinio we were 
employed landing the troops, we constantly experienced very great diificulty and 
danger in landing the troops, both at the Moiulcgo and Muceira. 

‘ Q. Could the boats of the country obtained at the Mondego bo carried to the 
southward ? 

‘ A. Tliey would have bean of no use at any other part, because they could not 
land on the open beach. 

‘ Q. Between the Mondego and the Tagus are there any hays, or protecting 
promontories, where a fleet of transports can anclior in safety in those muiidis and 
111 boisterous weather ? 

‘A. No, none. The whole coast is exposed to westerly winds, and the anchorage 
very had. 'J’hs prevalent winds are from the north, but about the end of August 
they frequently blow from the south-west, ns wo experienced. I believe that 
under tlie Berlmgs off Peniche there is a shelter fur a few ships, but the anchorage 
is not good. The river Mondego will admit ships not drawing more than 11 feet 
of water, ibr about 20 or 25 vessels. 

‘ Q. (By dpflire of Sir A. Wellesley.) Do you mcollect that on one night in 
August you were obliged to put to sea in the Donegal from the roads of Miiceira, 
that you made the signal to the transports to nut to sea, that many anchors wore 
lost j and how many, to the best of your recollection ? 

‘ A. On the ‘JOtli Aug. the wind came from the south-west. I weighed, and 
made the signal for tlie convoy so to do : the convoy then consisted of 230 or 240 
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vessels. About one half of tbe convoy succeeded in getting under veigti, the 
others were obliged to remain at anchor. Next day tbe wind shifted, and on my 
return to Maceira roads I found about 60 of tbe convoy had lost tlieir anchors 
in attempting to weigh, and I have no doubt, bad tbe breeze increased to a com- 
mon gale, that many of the vessels would have been lost; they were tlien mostly 
reduced to their last anchor, and the bottom is very rocky. The transports, on 
board which Sir J. Moore’s troops were, were very badly found, and not calculated 
to beat off a lee shore. 

' Q. Do you recollect that many boats were swamped in the surf at Maceira, and 
particularly some flat-bottomed boats, and how many were lost entirely? 

' A. The boats in landing at Maceira were almost constantly filled in going in 
by tbe surf. I suppose we lost about 20 entirelv, and several man : 6 or 7 belong- 
ing to tbe artillery and German Legion were drowned. The day before (tbe SOtli 
Aug.) I left Maceira I could only mid 20 or 40 boats from all the fleet that were 
fit for service, although carpenters had been constantly employed all the night 
in repairing them.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley observed, that he wished to make some observations upon Sir 
H. Dalryinple's narrative, which he would reduce to writing, and, by permission 
of tlie Board, read to them at some future period of tbe inquiry. 

Sir A. Wellesley now read the following address : 

‘ Gen. Sir D. Dundas, My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The Court will permit me, I hope, to begin the address with which I have to 
trouble them with some few observations upon that part of Lieut. Gen. Sir H. 
Dalrymple’s narrative which refers to the operations of the army while under my 
command in Portugal, in which, of course, 1 feel much interested. It appears 
that the General had at a very early period conceived an opinion that 1 had 
undertaken an operation of extreme difficulty and hazard ; and yet he entertained 
the intention of leaving me to conclude it as I could, and of joining at the Mun- 
dego the reinforcements expected from England. Indeed, he states that he acted 
upon this intention, and that he communicated it to me by his aide de camp ; but 
1 can assure tlie Court that yesterday was the first time I heard of it, 

' I do not mean now to extenuate the difficulty and the hazard of the enterprise 
which I undei-took when I commenced my march from the Moiidego; I am 
addressing myself to persons too well acqiuiinted witli the operations of war not 
to appreciate them ; but I contend for it, notwithstanding tbe opinion, as at pre- 
sent stated, of an officer of so much more experience than myself, that tlie means 
which I had in my power, those which I expected, and the measures wliicli I 
adopted and recommended, were more than adequate to overcome tlie difficulties, 
and remove the risks of the operations which 1 conducted, excepting those 
inseparable from all military operations. Tlie Court have already before them, 
in my dispatches to tbe Sec. of State, to Sir H. Burrard, and my narrative, the 
reasons wliicb induced me to land, and to march without waiting for further 
reinforcements ; upon which I would wish to rely. But what has fiillen from Sir 
H. Dalrymple renders it necessary for me to trouble them with something further 
upon this part of the subject. 

‘ The questions, as arising out of his statement, are, whether I was in the first 
instance sufficiently strong to get the better of the enemy in the field ; and if I 
were, whether I adopted the best means of getting the better of liim. In respect 
to my strength, in comparison of the army of the enemy, I do not desire to be 
judged by the residt of the campaign, as far as it was conducted by me, but by 
the commencement, at which time me measures were adopted, from whicli, as it 
was truly stated, it would not have been easy, and I certainly had no inclination 
to withdraw. 

' My strength then consisted of nearly 13,000 British troops, and 1 had the 
assistance of 6000 Portuguese troops, from whose co-operation 1 expected to derive 
advantages; in which expectation, I admit, I was subsequently disappointed. 
But I will ask this Court, what would have been said, and deservedly said, and 
felt of me, tliroughout the army and the country, and by the government by which 
I was intrusted, if, with such a force, I had hesitated to advance upon the enemy ? 
I have already told the Court, in my narrative, that I did not believe his force 
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vrtia more thnn 16,000 to 18,000 men, only 14,000 of which number could he 
disposable in the Aeld. The largest account we received, whicli was deemed an 
exaggerated one, of the strength of the enemy, made them 20,500 ; and oven ad- 
mitting those numhci's to ho correct, the troops disposable for the Aeld covdd not 
have er[ualled iii numbers those which I hod under my command and co-operating 
with me. 

‘ It appears that I was not mistaken upon tlii.s subject, for, in point of fact, 
the largest number at which I have over heard the French force estimated in the 
battle of the 2l3t Aug. was 10,000 men ; and I, who saw them, did not think 
they had more than 1 4,000 ; every mau of which, excepting the cavalry, who 
remained untouched, were actually engaged, and particularly Gen. Kcllermann’s 
reserve. Now if all this be true, 1 may fairly conclude, that if the enterprise was 
hazardous and diAicult, 1 was not without means of bringing it to a fortmnitc con- 
clubion. 

‘ The next question is, whether, having adequate means in my power, I adopted 
proper measures to effect my ohjoot. Sir H. Dalryraplo saj's, that, by the lino of 
march I adopted, all the strong positions were in the hands of the enemy ; but I 
can assure him that he will nnd it vesy dilAcult to adopt any line of march in 
Portugal which will not afford strong positions to an enemy acting on the defen- 
sive. But there was one advantage attending the line which I adopted, which 
was, that it rendered tlie enemy’s superior cavalry useless, in the way in which 
he ought nnd would have employed it, if I had adopted any other line. 

‘ If 1 had adopted the line by the high road from Lisbon to the north, by Snn- 
tarein, I must have kept up my commimication with tlic Mondego ; which would 
have weakened my force fur operations in the Aeld, imd after all, tlie enemy with his 
cavalry must have broken in upon it. By adopting tlie line by the sea coast, and de- 
pending for iny supplies upon the sliipping, my communication was so short tliat it 
defended itself; 1 was enabled to keep my force collected in one body; and I 
had my arsenals and magazines close to me whenever I required to communicate 
with them. Having taken this line myself, I proposed that by Santarem to Sir 
H. Burrard, fur Sk J. Moore's corps ; by winch it might have been adopted with 
safety, as I was upon the sea line. 

‘ The Lieut. General has stated, that by the line I adopted 1 left all the strong 
positions in the enemy’s hands. I do not know wliat positions were in tlic 
enemy’s hands of which I could have deprived him, or lie could have lieon 
deprived by the adoption of any other line of march. If tiie march liad hecn 
made, as I had ordered it on the 21st Ang. in the morning, the position at Toi'Ves 
Vedras would have been turned; and tliere was no position in the enemy’s pos- 
session excepting that in our front at Caheqa de Montacliiqiiu and those in the rear 
of it; and 1 must observe to the Court, ftint if Sir J. Moore's corps had gone to 
Santarem as proposed, as soon as it disembarked in the Mondego, there would 
have been no great safety io these positions, if it was, as it turned out to be, in 
our power to heat the French in the AchL 

' I will not follow the example of Sir H. Dalryinple in entering into a discussion 
on the probable effects of the battle of the 21st Aug., if a certain line of action 
had been adopted, because an ufAcer supposed to he concerned in tliat question is 
not present ; and I dare say that opportnnitics will not he wanting of entering 
into that part of the subject. It has been my misfortune to have been accused of 
temerity and imprudence, as well as of excess of caution, in the late transactions 
in Portugal ; but without appealing to the result of what happened at the moment 
I gave over the command of the army, I may safely assert, that whatever might 
be die difflciilty of the operation I had undertaken, means existed to bring it to n 
fortunate conclusion; that there was no ground for tlic apprehension for my 
safety, which Sir H. Dalrymplc seems to have entertained ; and that under the 
instructions which I had received, I should have been blamed deservedly if I had 
not commenced my operations as soon as I thought I hud a suiliciont fiirce. 

' The next point to wliich 1 sluill tako the liberty of drawing (ho attention of 
the Court is tlio share wliieli I am supposed to liave had in the negotiation of the 
Armistice and the Coiivoiition. In that part of the question wliich I have dis- 
cussed hitherto I am wholly and solely responsible ; in tliat part wliich follows, I am 
held responsible for die advice I am supposed to have given in charocter, at least, 
if not in person and in my profession. It is important for me, therefore, to show 
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■wliat advice I really did give, in wliat view I gave it, and what would have been 
the result if the measures which I recommended had been pursued. 1 did recom- 
mend and concur in the measure of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal 
with their arms and baggage; and here I must observe, that it was particularly 
understood in the negotiation of the Armistice, that in the words “ property of all 
descriptions,” was to be included only military baggage and equipment ; that this 
understanding was carried into execution by a separate article of the Convention ; 
and tliat the commissioners for executing the Convention acted upon this principle. 

‘ When tile measure of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal was to be taken 
into consideration, viz., on the evening of the 22d Aug., it was necessary to 
review tlie situation, the means, and the resources of the two armies, and our own 
objects. The enemy had collected their forces after the defeat of the 21st, and 
were about to resume the position of Cabeqa de Montachique, from whence their 
retreat was open to other positions in front of Lisbon, and from thence across the 
Tagus into Aientejo. They had all the facilities in their power to make these 
movements, and when they should liave reached Lisbon, the possession of that 
river by the forts and by the Russian fleet, and the great number of boats of which 
they would have had the use, would have enabled them to cross in one body, 
covered by the citadel and the high grounds; and they would scarcely have lost 
Uieir rear guard. In Aientejo they had provided ample supplies. As 1 have 
stated in my narrative of my proceedings from tlie 12th July to the 20th Aug., 
Loison had re-established the French autliority in that province, during his expe- 
dition towards Rivas in the month of July, and the grain which it had produced 
was purchased for the use of tlie French army. 1 know this circumstance, not 
only from the reports of the country, but from intercepted letters written to Loison 
by the French agents in Aientejo, which were shown to me. On their arrival in 
that province, the French would have hud to march, unmolested, by the finest 
road m Portugal, to Elvas, which is a fortress at least of the second order among 
the fortresses in Europe ; where they would have placed a part of their corps in 
garrison, and they would have sent the remainder across tiic upper Tagus to 
Almeida. This place was already provisioned in some degree ; and that part of 
their force, which tlie French would have detached to Almeida, would have ex- 
perienced no difficulty in relieving the distant blockade kept up by the Portuguese 
peasantry, and in throwing in such quantities of provisions as they would have 
required. 

‘ Sit J. Moore's corps had been ordered, on the evening of the 20th, to join 
the army ; for which corps a disposition had been proposed for the purpose of 
preventing the French from carrying into execution the plan of operations which 
I have supposed, and which it is certain they would have adopted after their defeat 
in the field. Sir J. Moore's corps could have supported itself at Santarem, as 
proposed, only by keeping up its coromiiiiicatiou with the Mondego ; because the 
victuallers and ti-ansporis could lie in safety in that river only ; and the country 
on the hanks of the Mondego, and under the anthority of the government of 
Oporto, could alone furnish the means of keeping up that communication to any 
efficient purpose. When Sir J. Moore's corps, tlierefore, was called down to join 
the army, it could operate only as it was intended by Sir H. Burrard that it should 
operate, in immediate aid and communication with that under my command, 
depending fur its subsistence upon the means which had been provided for the 
army, and the whole beating upon the enemy’s front. Our operations, when we 
should have joined, would have been those of a superior army pressing upon an 
inferior on its retreat ; but notliing which we could have done would have cut off 
this retreat ; the enemy muet have been in Lisbon before us ; tlie Tagus would 
have been the enemy’s to the last moment of their passage ; and, after they should 
have crossed, the necessity of possessiug ourselves of the forts on the river, and 
tlie Russian fleet in the first instance, and the want of boats, which the enemy 
would have carried off, would have given them ample time to make all their 
arrangements in Aientejo before our troops could reach them. But in caiTying on 
these operations we should have been involved in many difficulties and distresses, 
wliich might have again placed in a state of risk all the objects of the campaign. 

‘ The communication with the shipping on the coast uf Portugal is at all times 
precarious ; and becomes more so towards the end of August, and is at length 
quite impracticable. In fact, many boats were swamped in the last week in 
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August, vessels lost llieir anchors, and more than once the deet was obliged to go 
to sea in danger. On the 22d Aug. there were 11 days’ bread in cauip fur tlie 
original force which marched from Lavos on tlie 0th and lOtli Airg. ; the troops 
which had landed on the 20th had hroirght 4 days’ broad for themselves, and 
the supply for the whole might have been fur 8 or 9 days, and no means could be 
procured of moving a larger quantity ; no bread wliatover could he procured in 
the country ; and, in point of fact, 1 helicve that, excepting a few thousand rations 
of bread left behind by the rrench at Alcohaja, Caldas, and Torres Vedros, and 
which were given to the Portuguese troops, the country supplied not a single ration 
from the time the troops landed till I came away on the 20th Sept. 

‘ It was obvious, then, that when Sir .1. Moore’s corps should land at Maceira, 
and should nearly double the consumption of the army, without increasing the 
means of procuring and conveying its supply, there was a risk of its being in want. 
Sir J. Moore’s corps could not he expected to be on shore and in a situation to 
commence its operations till the end of August, during which period the enemy 
would have fortified his position at Cabeqa de Montachique, and in the rear 
towards Lisbon ; and it would have been tmreasonable to expect to be able to 
force or turn them in leas than ten days. Dnrinff the whole of tliis period, ns well 
as during the time that would bo employed in landing Sir J. Moore's corps, the 
whole army would have subsisted, and would have depended, upon the means 
which had been collected and provided for the subsistence of half of it ; and it 
would have been certain of a supply only at tlie time it should reach and he in 
possession of tlie river 'Tagus so as to admit the transports. 

‘ After we should have obliged the enemy to cross the Tagus, and we should 
have possessed ourselves of the forts on that river, and of the Russian fleet, and 
we should have crossed that river with the British army, we must have placed 
ourselves in a situation to invest ELvas for a blockade or a regular siege. In either 
case, the army would have been exposed to the cfiTects of a bad ciimate in the 
worst season of the year; and in the latter case, they would have had to move the 
means for the siege from Ahrantes, beyond which place the Tagus would not havb 
carried them, to tlie scone of action, a distance of not loss tlian 60 miles. After 
having performed this operation, the army would have been obliged to wnew it in 
order to obtain possession of Almeida. I am convinced that we should not liave 
had possession of Elvas till late in December; and I think it more than probable 
that We should have been glad to allow the French to evacuate Fortugal in that 
mouth instead of August, if we had persevered, after having sustained the loss of 
a great part of our army by sickness, and of 3 months of most valuable time with 
reference to further operations. 

‘ 1 conceived that the objects of His Majesty and of the Spanish nation wore, 
that the British army should co-operate with the Spanish armies. I believed that 
the only mode in which the operations of the Spanish corps could be brought to 
bear upon the same object, was by tlie influence wliicli the co-operation of a British 
army would give to the government ; and I believed that it was important to the 
Spanish nation to have the co-operation of 30,000 British soldiers in Spain, to 
receive the assistance of 4000 Spaiiisli soldiers, who were prisoners to the French, 
and of about 2000 who were employed in Portugal. 

‘ 1 considered these objects to be so important us to counterbalance the disad- 
vantage of throwing 20,000 additional French troops, at no very remote period, 
upon the Pyrenees ; that the Spanish nation would gain, oven upon a comparison 
of immbei's, not less tliaii 16,000 good troops ; but, if I were not mistaken in my 
political speculations upon this subject, they would likewise acquire strength in 
their own union, the amount of which could not be estimated ; which strength, I 
well knew, they could acquire from no other source excepting Fortugal, if a British 
army were to give it to them, ns I knew that this country could not afford to send 
out another army of sufficient strength. I may have been mistaken in my specu- 
lations upon this subject ; hut, in point of fne^ the Spanish nation do now enjoy 
the very advantages from the Convention to which 1 have above referred, and 
which 1 had in contemplation at the time tlie Armistice was negotiated; and 
besides these advantages they have acquired another, vi/., the service of the army 
of Estvcmadiira, consisting of between 14,000 and 16,000 man, a part of them 
cavalry, which had been employed on the frontiers of Portugal, and have been 
equipp^ from the stoi-es of Elvas, and are on their march towards the ffoiitiers of 



POE.TU&AL, 


1S3 


Prance ; and not a man of the French army which evacuated Portugal under the 
Convention has yet been brought, or can be brought for some time, upon the 
frontiers of Spain. 

‘ In reference to political and military objects, then, at least in my view of them 
the measure of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal was an advantage. If f 
was mistaken in my view of this advantage, it was a mistake into which I fell with 
the Spaniards themselves ; for the army of Dupont, which was really in a situation 
to be obliged to surrender, was allowed to evacuate Andalusia by sea, and to serve 
again, under the Convention made by the Spanish General Castanos. If, liowevcr, 
it was an advantage, there is another question attending it, whicli is, was it dis- 
graceful per se? I am not now discussing the detail of the Convention ; but tiie 
mere measure of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal. 

‘ Tliose wlio argue upon this part of the subject contend, that the French ought 
to have been forced to lay down their arms. It is certainly a very desirable object, 
at all times, to oblige the army of an enemy to lay down its arms ; but the question 
here was one of means. I wish that those who tliink that the French ought to 
have been obliged to lay down their arms had reviewed tlie history of all or of any 
of tlie armies wliich have lieeii farced to adopt that extremity, and had compared 
their situation witli tiiat of the French army in Portugal, lliose armies have 
invariably been surrounded by bodies superior in numbers, in equi]nnents, or in 
efBciency ; and have been distressed, or in the utmost danger of immediate dish'css, 
for the want of provisions, and without hope of relief. X need not point out to 
this Board, that the French army in Portugal were not in that situation, and were 
not likely to he in such a situation. In fact, they had the military possession of 
Portugal ; they had their magazines in the country, the fortresses, and tlie har- 
bours ; and they incuired no risk of distress from tlie want of provisions j but we, 
who were to oblige them to lay down their arms, did incur that risk, till we should 
obtain possession of the Tagus. But this is not all. Let the measure of allowing 
the French to evacuate Portugal he compared with other measures of the same 
description which have been not only approved, but deservedly, in my opinion, 
extolled in this country. Let the situations of llie garrisons of Cairo and Alexan- 
dria be compared with the situation of the French army in Portugal ; and 1 believe 
it will be admitted tliat the latter possessed advantages which the former did not ; 
at the same time that those who had to decide upon this measure in Portugal 
knew that there must have been other objects for the British troops in that country, 
which tile situation of Europe, at the time of the Conveiitiou in Egypt, did not bold 
out to the British troops employed there. 

‘ But altliougii I concurred in the general principle of the measure of evacuation, 
and advised it, I did not agree in idl the details either of the Armisticp or of the 
Convention. In the first place I must inform this Board that in the first interview I 
had with Sir H. Dalrymple, after his arrival in Portugal, on the morning of the 22d 
Aug., 1, who am supposed to have been his adviser, and am here now for no 
crime excepting my supposed advice, had reason to believe that 1 did not possess 
his confidence ; nay, more, that lie was prejudiced against the opinions which I 
should give liiin. 1 had an opportunity of talking to him upon business tliat 
murning, as 1 can prove ; in consequence of which I formed this belief; of wliich, 
if it is desired, 1 will state the grounds. I may have been mistaken in it ; but I 
certainly entertained it, as I can prove, if the Board wish it, by an examination 
of those to whom I confided it. But I think the Board will he inclined to admit 
that I might have had grounds for believing that Sir H. Dalrymple was prriudiced 
against the opinions which I should give hira, when they Bliall recollect his own 
accomit of the opinions he entertained of the operations 1 had conducted even 
before he landed. 

‘ Gen. Kellermann arrived at the advanced sentries of the British army between 
1 and 2 o’clock of the 22d, and sent in a flag of truce to annoance that lie wished 
to speak to me, who, of course, he supposed commanded the army. It is true, as 
stated by Sir H. Dalrymple, that there was an alarm in the camp when he arrived, 
which was occasioned by a Portuguese afiScer who had come from Gen. Frcire, 
at Lourinha, and who represented Gen. Kellennaiin’s escort, wliicli he had seen, 
as the whole French army. The Commander of the Forces was to do me the 
honor of dining with me on that day, and as he was then tiding into the village 
of Vimeiro, I asked him whether I should go up to the out-posts and speak 'to 
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Qen. Kellermaim ? His answer was “ No ; tliat the General had desired to speak 
to him, the Commander of the army, and that he would receive him at my quarters. 
Gen. Kellermann was brought there, and he arrived at about half past 2. 

' Shortly after his arrival, Sir Hew sent for me into the room in which they 
were, and oomraunionted to me the object of Gen. Kellcrmuun’s mission, which 
was repeated fay Kuliermaim in my presence, and he afterwards read from a paper 
a memorandum of the wishes of the French Commander in Chief. Sir H. Dul- 
rymplc, Sir H. Burrard, and I withdrew into an inner room to deliberate upon 
Kellermanii'a propositions; but we had not the paper, us I had refused to take it, 
conceiving that the negotiation then going on ought to he coniined to a mere sus- 
pension of hostilities. When wo liad gone into the inner room, 1 told Sir li. 
Dalryinple that I considered that it was advisable to allow the French to cvaciuilc 
Portugal, for reasons upon which I am afraid I have already delayed the Court 
too long; and I said that I did not conceive tliat there existed any objections at 
that moment to granting the French a suspension of hostilities for 48 hours, for 
the purpose of negotiating a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal. WJiether 
Sir Hew acquiesced in my opinion upon this subject, or I in his, I do not reoul- 
Icct, nor is it material ; but 1 know that we all agreed that there was no ohjeotion 
to allow the French to evacuate Portugal hy sea. I tlien told Sir Hew that I 
thought there was an objection, in point of form, to allow the negotiation then 
going on to extend to other objects than the mere suspension of hostilities ; and 
that for that reason I had declined to take from Kellermann the paper which he 
had read to us ; hut of which I told him that 1 accurately remenmered all the 
}>ai'ticii]ar8. He was of opinion, however, that as long as we agreed upon the 
material point, viz., that the French should be allowed to evacuate Portugal by 
sea, it was useless ■' to drive them to the wall upon a point of form;” and in tliia 
manner this objection was overruled. 

‘ After dinner the negotiation with Kellermann was continued. The first point 
which was discussed was the moperty which llte French were to carry olF with 
them, which was explained hy him to mean only the “ miUtary baggage and 
equipments,” 

' The next point of difficulty was that respecting the Eussiaus, which at lirsl 
stood in a form different from that in which it stands in the Armistice ; and upon 
this point I stated to Sir U. Halrymple my opinion, that the French ought not to 
be allowed to stipulate for the llnssimis at all. He would not allow the article in 
respect to the Russians to stand ns at ftrst proposed hy Kellermaim, iiiidor which they 
would have returned to the Onltic uiiuiulested ; and, in point of fact, the French 
General at first consented, ns I iiiiderslood, to leave out the stipulation in respect 
to the Russians, on the gi'ound that it was n point refcmhlo to tlie Admiral. Ho 
brought it forward again, however, in the slinpc in wliich it now staiids, and the 
Commander of the Forces consented to allow it to remain in the tronly, with the 
condition, that, if the Admiral did not agree to it, it must he struck out. 

‘'When Gen. Kellermann first proposed the arraiigomciit in respect to the 
Russians, os it now stands in the Armistice, tiie Commander of tho Forces, Sir l-I. 
Burrard, and I, withdrew into the inner room ; and I told his Kxcclleiicy what 
had passed between Admiral Sir C. Cotton and me, upon this siih|eet, in a con- 
ference which I had with the Admiral, when I was at the mouth of tlic Tagus, on 
the 26th and 27th July. The Admiral had then told me, tliat he had heard that 
the Russian Admu'ol intended to remain neutral in tiie contest between the 
British and the French troops ; and would claim tiie neutrality of the port of Lisbon ; 
and Sir C. Cotton asked me what 1 tiuiiight upon lliat claim ? 1 told him that 1 
thought the only way of getting rid of it was, to he so quick in yur operations, 
that tlicre would he no time fur the Fortuguese to make it before he womd attack 
the Russian fleet ; and tliat it was a subject upon which it would be necessary 
to make reference to England. I pointed out to Sir Hew, however, that this was 
a claim which migiit be made by tlic Russiana on their own acpouat, or by the 
Portuguese in favor of tlio Russians, hut not by tlie Frenoli. The Commander of 
the Forces appeared to be of opinion that iis tlio question was, in fact, understood 
by Kellermaim to be referable to the Admh'al, it was not important whether this 
agreement was in the arrangement or not. 

_ ' It is true, as stated hy Sir H. Dalrjmiple, that tliere was a long, and the longest, 
dis'cnsslon, upon the point relating to tlie Kussiiins ; hut it related to a claim made 
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by Gen. Kellermann, that the Russian fleet should be allowed to depart from Lis- 
bon, and that the British fleet should not be allowed to pursue them for a limited 
time. The Commander of the Forces, however, insisted that they should have 
no more in the port of Lisbon than the rights of a neutral nation ; and this point 
was yielded by Gen. Kellermann. 

‘The next point of importance was that relating to the length of time during 
which the suspension of hostilities shotdd last ; and Sir H. Dalrymple admits that 
I proposed to limit the duration of the suspension of hostilities to 48 hours only, 
whereas that he preferred the proposal of Gen. Kellermann, that the suspension 
should he unlimited in the first instance, and followed by a limited suspension of 
48 hours when either party should wish to put an end to it. 

‘ I shall consider presently the advantage which I conceived the limited term 
of suspension had over the unlimited term, in the then situation of the two armies. 
But I shall now consider tliis circumstance in another point of view. First, 1 am 
called the negotiator of this instrument, and in this important point the plan of the 
French General is adopted instead of mine, by the Commander of the Forces. 
But, secondly, 1 am called the adviser of these measures, and for this crime of 
advice I am here. Now although I must submit to incur disgrace and punish- 
ment, where I shall be found to deserve those misfortunes, I must say thatl think 
it is a new measure of punishment which appem's invented for me ; tliat 1, a sub- 
ordinate ofiicer, am to he punished for advising measures which were not con- 
ducted according to my advice. I say that tins point was most important in a 
view to the state of our resources, to the state of the eeason, and to the tone in 
which the Convention should be negotiated ; and above all, it was important in a 
view to the threats of the French in respect to the Russians. If there was any 
foundation for those threats, which I acknowledge I imagined there was, and that 
tliey would have received assistance from the Russians ; if the Admiral refused 
his consent to the article respecting the Russian fleet, which I was sure he would 
do ; it was most important that if the negotiations should then be broken off, and 
notice given of tlic conclusion of tlie suspension of hostilities, a period of 48 
lioiira aliould not ho allowed to the French to eejuip and prepare the Russians 
before no should begin our operations. If we denved any advantoge, which I 
contend wo did not, from prolonging the suspension of hostilities, 1 was sure that 
we could always prolong it. But whatever may have been tlie opinion of the 
Cummuiider of the Forces on the 22d, and whatever may be Sir H. Dalryinple’s 
opinion now, he was of a diflTerent opinion on the 25th Aug. ; and, in point of 
fact, when he began to negotiate, he did at my suggestion give notice of the con- 
clusion of the suspension of hostilities in 48 hours nom noon of the 26th Aug., as 
nppcai-s by hia instmetiona of the 25 th Aug. to Lieut. Col. Hurray. 

‘ After the articles were settled. Sir H.TJalrymple says, that Gen. Kellermann 
asked him who should sign the Armistice, and he said himself, and he was about 
to sign it, when Gen. KeUerraann informed him that my name was in tlie title, 
and that it was not usual for an offleer of the rank of Commander in Chief to sign 
an instrument with one of inferior rank. I am afraid that Sir H. Dalryniple’s 
memory has not served him very well upon this occasion : if my name had been 
at that time inserted in tlie title of the instrument, as tlie negotiator of it, Gen. 
Kellermann could have no reason to ask who was to sign it ; and if this question 
was asked by Gen. Kellermann after the instrument was drawn up, and Sir H. 
Dalrymple was about to sign it, he was about to sign it without reading the instru- 
ment ; for if he had read it, he would have seen that my name was used in it. 
The fact is, that when the terms had been generally settled, Gen. Kellermann was 
dictating the fair copy of the instrument to the ofiicers who were writing it, and 
before he wrote or dictated the title, lie asked Sir H. Dalrymple who was to sign 
it? and Sir Hew said Iiimself. Gen. Kellermann then represented that lie (Sir 
Hew), being Commander in Chief, ought nut to sign an agreement with an inferior 
ofiicer, and proposed that I shoiild sign it. Sir H. Dalrymple then came into 
another room, where I was, and told me that Gen. Kellermaiui had proposed that 
I should sign the instrument, and he asked me whether I had any objections to 
doing so. My answer was, that 1 would sign any paper he wished me to sign. 

‘ It may not he very important at what period Sir H. Dalrymple had intended 
to sign the instrument; but this is very obvious, that he had intended to sign it, 
which he would not have done if I had negotiated it; and, indeed, the very ques- 
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tion asked by Gen. Kellertnann showed who was the negotiator ; for if it Imd been 
me, or if it had been Sir H. Burrard, there would have been no doubt, and the 
question would have been useless j but ns Sir H. Dulrjrinple was the negotiator 
himself, and it was not regular for nnoiliucr coinmaudiiig in chief to sign an agree- 
ment with an officer of inferior rank, Gen. Kellermaim was obliged to inquire who 
should sign ; and in point of fact proposed me. T repeat that I was not in tlie 
room at tlie time this conver.'iBtion between Gen. Keilerinaiin and Sir H. Dalryinplo 
took place ; but ns 1 went into tlie room more than once while tlie oificers were 
writing the instrument, which was afltcr I had been asked and Iiad consented 
to sign it, I know it must have been when the title was making out, and not when 
the whole was drawn up. M'lien it was drawn up I rend it over, iind nt the table 
gave it to .Sir H. Oalrytnplc to rend, with nn observation, that it wtis an .extra- 
ordinary paper. He answered that it did not contain anything that had not been 
settled, and I then signed it. This is the mode in whicli this agreement was 
negotiated j and I repeat that I never co.isidered myself in any maim er rpsjjonsihlo 
for its contents, or for the manner in which it was drawn np. It is perfectly true 
tliat I advised tlie principle of the arrangement, that I assisted the Commander in 
Chief in discussing tlie different points witli Gen. Kellcrmann, and that 1 gave 
him my opinion when he asked it, and when I tliought it desirahle to give it him. 
But I was not the negotiator, and could not be, and was not so considered, the 
Commander of the Forces being present in the room deciding upon nil points, and 
taking part in all discussions. If, indeed, the Commander of the Forces had ^iven 
me iiistrnclions to negotiate this instiiiment, imd 1 had then negotiated and signed 
it, I miglit have been responsible for its contents, or at all events for the manner 
in which it was drawn up ; but as it is, my signature is a mere form. But this 
instmincnt, about which so much has been said, and vespocting wlilcli I liavo 
troubled the Court so much at length, is in point of fact a dead letter ; it was never 
ratified by any of the parties in whoso name it was concluded, and no one article 
in it was over carried into execution, excepting that by which hostiUtics were 
snsponded. From the beginning, my object had been to keep the Ilussians clear 
from the French. 1 have shown that I endeavored to cifect that object in tliu 
negotiation of the Armistice ; and 1 will now show tbo subsequent measures which 
I adopted with a view to effect the same object in tlie subsequent negotiations. 

‘ At 3 o'clock on the morning of the 23d, the array mni-ched under my ciim- 
mnnd to Ramulhal. Lieut, Col. Murray had been sent off from Vimoiro at an 
early hour, to ciniimniiicate to tile Admiral the contents of the ngreeiiient fur 
suspending hostilities ; and upon my arrival at the ground nt Ramnliiul, I gave to 
the Commander of the Forces a paper, of which what fullows is a copy,'* 

' The object of the paper was to got the Ilussians out of the hands of the French ; 
and I did think that it was a matter of indifference what arrnngeineiit was made 
with them, or what became of the Russian fleet, provided it was not allowed to 
return to the Baltic. I was, and am still of imimnn, that the best arrangement 
would have been to leave them in the port of Lisbon, on the ground of its neu- 
trality. Two events inip;ht have occurred, either of whieh would have placed 
them in our hands ; and m the mean time the officers and seamen would not have 
been sent hack to Russia to co-operate in the war against the Swedes, 

* One of the events is the declaration of Russia against the Spaniards and Por- 
tuguese, the other the re-entry of the French into Portugal. But whatever may 
have been the nature of the terms to he granted to the Russians, it appeared to 
me most important that the French should have nothing to do with the negotia- 
tions affecting their fleet. I beg to observe to tbo Court that it always occurred 
to me, that one of tlie practical effects of the Convention with the French for the 
evacuation of Portugal jmi.st have hocii to give to llie Russians the benefit of tho 
neutrality of the port of Lisbon. Tbo Convention must have provided for the 
occupation of the forts of the Tagus by the British troops, and at this time tlie 
Portuguese flags would he hoisted. It would ho inqiossible for tho British Admiral 
to go in and attack the Russians while the arrangement under the Conveutiou 
should ba in the course of execution; and while they would have contimicd in 
this state the Russians would have time to claim, and the Portuguese to grant, the 

• Sc6 p. 98. 
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neutrality of the port. The question then must have been referred to the British 
government, and would have been discussed between them and the Portuguese. 

‘ I do not know whether Sir H. Dalrymple sent instructions to Lieut. Col. 
Murray according to the recommendation contained in the paper which I have 
just read ; but I ratlier believe lie did not, as he appeared to he convinced tliat the 
Admiral would not agree to the terms proposed for them under tlie 7th article of 
the agreement for suspending hostilities. Lieut. Col. Murray returned to llanialhal 
from the Admiral in tlie night of the 24tl), and having culled upon me to inform 
me that the Admiral would not consent to die terms proposed for the lliissians, 
I desired him to tell the General that, in my opinion, he ought to inform the 
French Commander in Chief, as soon as possible, that he should consider the 
suspension of hostilities at an end in 48 horn's. 

‘ I waited upon Sir H. Dalrymple at daylight on the morning of the 25th, in 
company with Capt. Malcolm of the Navy; and, in his presence, 1 told him that 
I thought that he ought immediately to put an end to tlie suspension of hostilities, 
on the ground of the Admiral's dissent from the articles, without specifying whicli 
of them ; and to leave it to the French Commander in Chief to renew the nego- 
tiation for the evacuation of Portugal, if he should think proper, but tliat we ought 
to lose no further time in advancing. I then pointed out to Sir H. Dalrymple the 
practical inconvenience which resulted at that moment from his having allowed 
the French a suspension of hostilities for an unlimited period of time, followed by 
a limited period of 48 hours. 

‘ Sir H. Dalrymple told me that as soon as Lieut. Col. Murray should have 
rested himself he would draw up a report of what had passed between him and the 
Admiral, on which he should he better able to form his opinion. In tlie course 
of that morning he sent for me again, and he .showed me the report which Lieut. 
Col. Murray had made. I again recommended to him to put an end to the sus- 
pension of hostilities, on the ground of the Admiral's dissent, without entering into 
details, and to leave it to tlie French Commander in Chief to recommence the 
negotiation for the evacuation, if he should think proper. Sir II. Dalrymple was, 
however, of a diiferetit opinion, and determined to communicate, through Lieut. 
Col. Murray, to the French Commander in Chief the Admiral’s sentiments on the 
agreement for suspending hostilities ; because Lieut. Coi. Murray informed us that, 
when lie was leaving the I/ibernia, with lunot’s aide de camp, the latter had asked 
him whether anything had passed with the Admiral likely to break off the nego- 
tiation, and had urged the propriety of informing Junot if tliat was the case. Tiie 
Lieut. Colonel had replied, that he did not think that any thing had occurred 
wliich ought to preclude further negotiation. 

‘ Tile Commander of tlie Forces having thus determined that he wculd com- 
municate to tile French Commander in Chief, in detail, the Admiral's sentiments 
on the Armistice, Lieut. Col. Murray’s instructions were drawn, by which he was 
ordered to give notice of the end of the suspension of hostilities in 48 hours; and 
he was authorised to negotiate a Convention with the French for the evacuation 
of Poi-tiigal, on the terms contained in the paper which I had delivered to the 
General on the 23d Aug., and which I have just read tu the Court. 

‘ Tliiis, then, between the 23d and 2dth, I took two opportunities of endeavor- 
ing to effect the object I had in view, viz., to separate the Russians from the 
French ; and I really believe that, if tlie Commander of the Forces had not been 
influenced by his desire to perform with good faith tliat to which he tiiought Lieut. 
Col. Murray had bound him by his conversation with Juuot's aide de camp, and 
had not stated to Junot the detail of the Admiral’s sentiments respecting the 
Russians, the negotiation would have been continued with tiie French only, and 
the Russians would have been left to their fate. But the Court will see that 1 
made another effort to effect this same object on the 27th, and that, in point of 
fact, it was effected ; and that the General gave orders that the negotiation should 
he broken off entirely, if it was not so understood. 

‘ Lieut. Col, Murray went to Lisbon on the 2Stii ; and on the 27th, in the morn- 
ing, Sir H. Dalrymple sent for me and Sir J. Moore, and not Sir H. Burrard, as 
stated by Sir H. Dalrymple, to communicate to os a letter received from Lieut. 
Col. Murrays, and another from Junot. Lient. Col. Murray reported that Junot 
had agreed to continue the negotiation witiiout reference to the article of the 
Armistice relative to the Hussions ; and that the suspension of hostilities would 
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terminate at a partio.ular hone named, unless the negotiation, in which ho was 
engaged with Gen. Kellermami, should he brought to a conclusion. 

‘ Gen. Junot appeared, hy his letter, to tliink that the suspension of hostilities 
was still indefinite, and to consider the negotiation of tlie Military Convention 
as depending upon the negotiation of the Naval Convention hetween the British 
and the Russian Admirals. 

‘ I recommended to the General to instruct, mid I drew for him instructions to 
Lieut. Col. Munny, which are in the collection of papers dated tlie 27tli Aug., 
which 1 will now read, by which lie was directed to call upon Gen. Kcllermanu 
to explain and reconcile the difteronce hetween his (Lieut. Col. Murray’s) state- 
ment and the General's intention, and that contained in Jimot's letter to Sir II. 
Didrymplo ; and to lireak otf the nef'otiation, and to come away witliin the period 
limited for the suspension of liostiTitios, if this explanation shoiiid not he satis- 
factory i hut that if the explanation shonld he satisfnctoi-y, he was to continuo the 
negotiations; and if further time was necessary to euahle him to bring them to a 
conclusion, he was permitted to suspend hostilities for a further period of 21 hours. 
Lieut, Col. Murray was also directed to inform Gen. ICcllermanu that it was 
expected that, in mturc, Junot should confine to tlie channel of Lieut. Col. Mur- 
ray any communication he had to make to Sir H. Diilrymple. 

‘ Sir H. Diilrymple says, in his nairative, that there was hut little dilTerence 
between Junot’s letter and Lieut, Col. Murray's. I have not got Lieut. Col. 
Murray’s letter, but, as well as I recollect, the difference was very material. At 
nil events, it appears from the letter of the 27th, that Jimot's notion was incon- 
sistent with the intention of the Commander of the Forces, which intention was to 
allow the French to have nothing to say to tlie Itussinn negotiation ; and that was 
what Lieut. Col. Murray was ordered to set right in this letter written hy mo. I 
never saw the answer to tliis letter, nor do I know any thing fiirthor of the nego- 
tiation till the 2dtli ; hut I believe the Coni't will he of opinion, tliiit if the plan 
detailed in that letter had been carried into execution, tlierc would have been no 
occasion for treating with the llussiiins and the French at the same time. 

' On the 28th, that part of the army which had been originally under my com- 
mand mm-clicd to the neighbourhood of Torres Vodrna, leaving Gen. Anstriitlicr's 
and Gen. Acland's brigades, and a part of Sir J. Moore’s corps, which had been 
landed, in the camp at RamaUial. On tiie 2yth, in the morning, Sir II. Dal- 
ryinple sent for me to Ilnintillinl, where I went to lake into consideration a Coii- 
vciitiun w’hich had been agreed upon between Gen. Kellermann and Lieut. Col. 
Murray, and had been ratified by Gen. Junot, dated the 28th Aug. There wuro 
present at head quarters. Sir II. Buvrard, Sir J. Moore, Lieut. Gen. Hope, Lieut. 
Gen. Mackenzie Fraser, and myself; and the Convention was taken into coii.'.i- 
deration article by article. It was altered in many important particulars. 

‘1st. The article respecting property was placed on a proper footing; the 
French were to be allowed to carry off only their military equipments ; and were 
to restore property of all descriptions which bad been taken from Iho churches or 
the inhabitants of Portugal. 

‘ 2dly. The security ^iven to the purchasors of property from the French was not 
afforded by the alteration made. 

‘3dly. The French were to find the transports for their own cavalry. 

‘ 4thly. The Commander of the Forces engaged to use his good offices, instead 
of stipulating for indemnity, for the iiilmhitants of Portugal in the French Interest, 
during the time they should remain in Portugal. 

‘Stilly. The French were required to evacuate all the Forts on the right of the 
Tagus immediately, as far up as Belem ; and Lisbon itself, when the second divi- 
sion should embark. 

‘ I was most anxious, and pressed upon Sir H. Dahyinplc that they should bo 
required to evacuate Lisbon, and to cross Uie Tagus tortliwitli, according to liic 
plan recommended in the pniicr which I had given him on the 23d, in order to 
give us possession of the harboin', and the use of the nuvigntion of tlie river ; 
because, ns I told liim, he would not he able to conduct the service, and do nil 
that would he necessary to refit the. army, unless ho should have a freo and oiisy 
communication between every corps of the army and the transports ; that this 
would he impossible even with the possession of Belem ; if the French were to 
continue in Liabon with a circuit of 3 leagues ; and lliiit the luivignlioii of the 
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Tagus, at an early period, was necessary in a riew to the future operations of the 
army, Sir H. iSalryinple overruled this proposition of mine, and directed that 
the article might stand as I have above stated, via., girung to the Prench a cir- 
cuit of 2 leagues round Lisbon, \rith a league of distance between their posts and 
ours ; and to us the possession of all the forts on the right hank of the Tagus, 
including Belem. 

' I beg that the Court w'ill not understand, tiiat this meeting of the Lieutenant 
Generals of the army, at Sir H. Dalrymple’s quarters, or that any of the meetings 
which I had with him during the course of tliese negotiations, were at all of the 
nature of councih of war. They were merely meetings of General officers 
with whom the Commander of the Forces chose to converse on the subjects then 
under his consideration ; hiit, whatever might be the opinion of any, or the whole 
of those officers, he decided for himself; and, in this last meeting of the 29th 
Aug., he decided for himself upon every proposition. I never knew for what 
reason the unprovements made in the Convention in this meeting of the 20th 
Aug. were not carried into execution. I returned to Torres Vedi-as after the 
meeting was concluded ; head quarters were moved there on the following day, 
the 30th ; hut I did not see the Commander in Chief, and I marched to Sobral 
witii my division on the morning of the 31st. When I was near Sohral, 1 leceived 
a message from the Commander in Chief, acquainting me that the Convention bad 
arrived, signed by Gen. Kellermann and Lieut. Col. Murray, and desiring to see 
me ; but I was so far from Torres Vedras, that 1 conceived 1 should nut be able 
to arrive there in time, and I did not go; and the Court will sec that my name is 
not in the list of those officers who were present at this meeting, as read by Sir 
H. Dalrymple. I understand, however, that the Commander in Cliief ratified 
the Convention on that day, without any of the alterations made by the meeting 
of General officers on the 2flth Aug. ; and, in point of fact, I never saw the Con- 
vention till 1 arrived in Fngland. 

‘ I liave now stated to the Court all that I had to do with the treaties, and the 
opinions I gave to the Commander of the Forces at different periods while they 
were negotiating ; and I really believe tliat if a Convention for the evacuation of 
Portugal had been concluded according to the terms which Sir H. Dalrymple 
admits 1 recommended to him on the 2.3d Aug., and with which he actuully 
instructed Lient. Col. Murray on the 2Sth Aug., the country would have been 
satisfied. But there is one article in the Convention piu-ticnlarly disapproved of 
in this country, of which I approved, notwithstanding that it is not contained in 
that pi^er which I gave to the Cominaiidcr of the Forces on the 23d. It relates 
to the Spanish prisoners, who were certainly at the time of the Convention com- 
pletely and entirely in the power of the French. The Court will observe that the 
principle upon which I thought that any Convenlion ought to he made with the 
French was, that they had the military possession of the country ; and that their 
retreat was open to Elvas and Almeida ; they had in their power to do as they 
pleased with their Spanish prisoner's ; and I conceived that they had a fair claim 
to he allowed for them in the negotiation. The exchange of the Frenchmen 
taken in Spain, nut in military operations, for these Spaniards, appeared to me to 
be not an nnreasoiiahle ariangernent; and it ivas one to which 1 had reason to 
believe the Junta of Galicia, at least, would not object. The only objection which 
I saw to the article was, that the Commander of the Forces engaged Co obtain the 
release of the Frenchmen, instead of engaging to use his good offices to obtain 
their release ; and lie appears to have directed that an alteration might be made 
in this article, by his letter to Lieut. Col. Murray of the 29th Aug., which 1 heard 
read to the Court. 

‘ It will be necessary that I should call evidence to support part of tliis state- 
ment; hut I will trouble the Court as little as possible. 1 nave called no evidence 
yet; and I beg leave now to declare, that the ofidcei-s at home from the army are 
here on leave of absence, either on account of their health or their private afihirs ; 
and have not been called, and are not detained by me.’ 

Lieut. Col, Torrens was examined by Sir A. Wellesley’s desire. 

‘Q. Do you recollect my having had a conversation with you on the night of 
the 22d Aug,, or the morning of tlie 23d, respecting my having signed the Ar- 
mistice? 
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* A, At daylight on tho morning of the 23d, Sir A. Wellesley mentioned to me 
tho occurrences which had taken place tho evening before ; and mentioned that 
he had signed the Armistice hy the desire of Sir H. Diilryinple, altliougli he 
totally disapproved of many points in it, and of the tone of tho language in whicii 
it was drawn up. 

' Q, Did I state to you wliat parts of it I disapproved of? 

‘ A. You principally stated that you disapproved of the article that provided 
for tlie neutrality of the Russians, and of tlie 48 lumrs wliich hud been given to 
the enemy, from the termination of the Ariuisticc, before hostilities should again 
coninicnco. 

‘Q. Do you recollect my having expressed to you great uncasiuess on the 22d, 
upon finding that 1 did not possess the confidence of the Commander in Cliief ? 

‘A. I do recollect that Sir A. Wellesley did e.vpress, after he had had a moot- 
ing with the Commander of the Forces upon his landing at Maooira, that ho had 
to regret that it was apparent that he had not the conhdence of the Commander 
of the Farces; or words to that effect. 

‘ Q. Did 1 state to you ray reasons? 

‘A. You did. 

' Q. State them. 

‘A. Sir A. Wellesley told me, that upon the landing of Sir H, Dalrymple, lie 
had gone to him to represent to him the necessity of an advance, and that lie 
stated his reasons for thinking it necessary. Sir H. Dnlrymnlc replied, that 
he had just arrived, and was consequently unable to form any jungineiit upon tlio 
matter; upon wliicli, an officer of the St^ spoke apart to Sir H. Dalrymple, and 
then followed Sir A. Wellesley, and told him, it was the desire of the Cominiiiidcr 
of the Forces that he should make preparations for the march of the army, and 
give what orders he thought iiecesatiry for it. 

‘ Q. Was that officer of the staff, Lieut. Col. Murray? 

*A. Yes. 

‘Q. Do you recollect that I told you that Lieut. Col. Miirrayhad spoken to the 
Commander of the Forces upon the necessity of marching, in consequouce of my 
having urged that necessity upon him (Lieut. Col. Murray) after tho Commander 
of the Forces had declined to attend to my recommendation ? 

‘A. I certainly did understand from Sir A. Wellesley that Lieiil. Col. Murray 
had urged tlie necessity of nn advance to the Commander of liie Forces, in con- 
sequence of having had ii conference with him, Lieut. Col. Murray, on the siihiect ; 
but I cannot recall to my recollection whether, or not. Sir A. Wellesley told ma 
that ho Jiad had this conf'ci'ciicc with Lieut. Coh Murray after he had urged the 
matter himself to the Commander of the Forces.' 

Capt. Malcolm waa again examined hy Sir A. Wellesley’s desire. 

' Q, Do you recollect to have waited tipon tlie Commander in Chief, Sir H. 
Dalrymple, in company with me on the mornmg of tho 25th Aug. ? 

‘ A. I do. 

‘Q. Do you recollect Sir A. Wellesley having recommended to the Commander 
in Chief, to annuimce to Gan. Jimot ll'ic termination of the suspension of hos- 
tilities in 48 hours, without reference to the detail which had heen received of tlie 
sentiments of tlie Admiral, respecting the article of the Armislico regarding the 
Russians, and to leave to Gen. Junotto renew the negotiation if ho tliought proper ? 

‘ A. Yes, I do. 

‘ Q. Will you state what passed ? 

• A. On my going into the room. Sir H. Dalrymple informed Sir Arthur, that 
the Admiral would not agree to that part of tlie Armistice tliat regarded tlie Rus- 
sian fleet; Sir Arthur replied that he thought so. Sir Hew asked Sir Arthur for 
his opinion as to what stmis ought to he taken; Sir Arthur said, he tliought it 
most advisable to inform Gen. Jimot in general terms that tho Admiral disap- 
proved of the Armistice ; that he saw no necessity for pointing out tlie particular 
article which he disapproved, and proposed that Gen. Jimot should ho told tiiat 
tho suspension was to bo at an end in 48 hours, as had hocii agreed upon hy the 
Armistice, and to leave it to Gen. Jnnot to propose terns again if lie thought 
proper.' 
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Sir A. Wellesley now read an extract of a G. 0., which was admitted by Sir 
H. Dalrymple, viz. 

‘ G. O., Parole, Portugal. Head Quarters, Ramalhal, 27th Aug. 1808. 

‘ The rapid and skilful march, performed by the army commanded by Lieut. 
Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, marked in its progress by the talent of the General and the 
gallantry of the troops, and terminated by a victory greatlpr glorious to both, 
seemed to have accomplished the immediate object in view, without further opera- 
tion in the field. 

‘ Should that eiqiectalion be disappointed, the army will again advance, greatly 
augmented by the arrival of troops much more valuable from their composition 
than their numbers ; and if by this means there will remain less opportunity for 
the army at large to acquire renown by the encoimter of an army so greatly in- 
ferior in force, there will be greater occasion to display patience and cheerfulness 
under such privations as the exhausted state of the country and other circum- 
stances must necessarily produce. 

‘ H. Clinton, Adj. Gen.’ 

The Board now proceeded to question Major Gen. Spencer, by desire of Sir A. 
Wellesley; 

‘ Q. Were you aware that it had been arranged ivith Capt. Malcolm, that the 
Alfred should attend the movements of the army along the coast from the Mon- 
dego, in charge of the victuallers and store ships, as that ship was armed with 24 
pounders, and the ammunition for sieges expected from England was for 24 
pounders ? 

‘ A. The Alfred, 74 gun ship, was ordered, by Sir A. Wellesley's wish, for the 
express purpose of supplying the army with whatever heavy ordnance the Com- 
mander in Chief might require. 

‘ Q. Were you aware that, before the army was in a situation to attack Peniche, 
or any other fortified place, the ordnance store ship, loaded with ammunition for 
24 pounders and heavy mortars and stores for them, had joined the fleet, in charge 
of the Alfred ? 

* A. It joined the fleet a long time before they could have been required.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley was questioned by the Board; 

* Q. Had you heavy artUleiy on travelling carriages in the ordnance storo 
ship? 

' A. There were mortars, but no guns in the ordnance store ship.’ 

Lieut. Col. Torrens was asked, by Sir A. Wellesley’s desire, 

‘ Q. Do you recollect, that on the day the army marched from Vimeiro to 
Ramalhal, 1 wrote a paper as soon os the army had taken up its ground, for the 
use of Sir H. Dalrymple, which I gave you to copy, to the following purport : 

‘ “ 1st. It would be very desirable, &c. to Ramalhal, 23d Aug. 1808? ” * 

' A. When the army took up its ground at Ramalhal on the 23d Aug., Sir A. 
Wellesley wrote die memoranda which he has just read to the Court, and I 
copied it. 

‘ Q. Did I then take the original to Sir H. Dalrymple ? 

‘ A. Immediately after 1 copied it. Sir A. Wellesley himself carried die origmal 
to Sir H. Dalrymple.’ 

The Dep. Judge Advocate Gen. to the Rt. Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, E.B. 10th Dec. 1808. 

I have the honor to inform you, by the desire of Gen. Sic D. Dundas, that the 
Board of Inquiry^ will on Tuesday next request of you to state all your proceed- 
ings from the time when you met Sir H. Burrard on board ship, on the 20th 
Aug., till the morning of the 22d, when Sir H. Dalrymple arrived and took the 
command; and to specify the several interviews which yon had with Sir H. 
Burrard during that period, die nature of the reports you made to him, the pro- 
positions (if any) which you laid before liim, and the orders or directions which 
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jrou received in consequence, with such explanatory reasons as occurred at the 
time in support of such propositions, 

I am desired to add, tlial tlio Board may linve some oUicr quesidons to propose 
to you, hut they would he glad to have the amoimt of tho above set forth in tho 
shape of a narrative, in order to save time. 

Sir A. Wellesley now read a paper in answer to tho above letter, as fellows : 

‘ Gen. Sir D. Dundas; My Lords and Gsnti.smsn, 

‘ Having been out of town at Brighton, I did not receive, till my return yester- 
day afternoon, the letter of tlie Judge Advocate General, of the 10th Deo., in which 
the Court have called upon me for a narrative of all niy proceedings from tho time 
I saw Lieut. Gen, Sit H. Burrard, on the 20th Aug., till the morning of the 22d, 
when Lieut. Gen. Sir I-I. Dalrymple arrived, and an account of the several inter- 
views I had with, and the reports I made to, Lieut. Gen, Sir H, Burrard in that 
interval. I beg leave to inform the Court, that even if the time which by acci- 
dent has been allowed mo to draw up this nan-ative had been longer, I should 
have ashed their permission to decline to make it in the present stage of their 
proceedings, I am perfectly ready to answer verbally, or in writing, any questions 
which the Court may put to me, and to give them every information in my power ; 
but Lieut. Gen. Sir 11. Burrard was my commanding ofHccr, and it rests with him 
to give such a narrative as he may think proper of all tlie circumstances which 
occurred during the period before referred to ; and I have no doubt whatever that 
it will be perfectly correct. 

‘ I may possibly feel it necessary afterwards to address observations to the 
Court, and to call certain witnesses before them, for wliich 1 shall hope for their 
indulgence.' 

Sir H. Burrard now read a narrative of his proceedings, from wliich the follow- 
ing is extracted : 

* About the close of the action, when it was evident that the enemy must he 
everywhere repulsed. Sir Arthur came up to me and proposed to advance : I un- 
dnstood he meant tho movement to be ffomour right and towards Torres Vedrns, 
with some circumstances 1 cannot now relate, ns they are imperfect in my 
memory, it not having struck me at die time, or till very lately, that It would ho 
necessary for me to account for every thing that passed on this subject : I an- 
swered that I saw no reason for altering my former resolution of not advancing, 
and, ns far as my recollection goes, I added that the same reasoning which before 
determined mo to wait for the reinforcements had still its full force in my judg- 
ment and opinion. I am certain Brig. Gen. Clinton and Lieut. Col. Murray were 
with me at the time, (with others of my Staff,) for they both immediately after- 
wards assui'cd lUG that in their opinion I had well decided. 

‘ Q. (By desire of Sir A. Wellesley to Sir H. Burrard.) Did you ever hear that 
it was a sftmding order of the army when under my command, that the troops, 
when ordered to march, shoidd cook a day’s provision ? 

' A. I think I have. 

' Q. The troops having on tho 20th had orders to march on the 21st, would tliey 
not have in their havresacks, during tlie action of tlic 21st, the provision for that 
day? 

• A. Certainly, if they had received orders to march. 

' Q. Did I not inform you on the evening of the 20tli that I had ordered the 
army to march on the following morning ? 

‘ A. I understood from Sir Arthur that he intended to march, and very probably 
he told me that he had ordered it. 

‘ Q. Having stated to the Board that I proposed to you on tlie field of battle to 
pursue the enemy upon one occasion, do yon recollect my having proposed it to 
you a second time, in consequence of a message which 1 had received from Gen. 
Ferguson ? 

‘ A. I do remember that Sir Arthur did mention something of the kind to mo, 
and, if I understood him right, it was to pursue on the left where there was open 
ground, and where the enemy's cavalry might have acted i Gen. Ferguson's bri- 
gade was then mucli in advance. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect that the ground in front of the position of Gen. Fane’s 
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and Gen. Anstrulber's brigades was bounded by a hill covered -with pine, to vhicli 
the right flank of those brigades would have been exposed, if they had pursued 
that part of the enemy’s army engaged with and defeated by them? 

‘ A. I know there was a hill in their ftont, and some pine wood on it. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect that in describing to you the disposition I had made of 
the army, and the orders which I had given to the different corps, I informed you 
that I had ordered Gen. Fane and Gen. Anstruther not to be induced to quit their 
position on any account, without receiving orders from me ? 

‘ A. I was informed that Gen. Fane's and Gen. Anstmther’s brigades were not 
to advance to follow the enemy ; but I did not understand that it was an order 
that had been given to them before they were engaged. Whether Sir Arthur told 
me, or somebody else, I do not recollect. 

‘ Q. Do yon recollect tliat the plan, according to wliich I proposed to you to 
follow up our advantages, was to move the brigade upon the right wing, Gen. 
Hill’s, Gen. Fane’s, and Gen. Anstruther’s upon Torres Vedrnaby the high road, 
and to follow the beaten enemy with the other 5 brigades and the Portuguese 
troops ? 

‘ A. I did not understand it in that detail : I understood that Sir A. Wellesley 
intended to march the brigades from his right upon Torres Vedras. Tho rest 1 
do not recollect as part of the plan mentioned to me. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect the first time I proposed to you to pursue the enemy, I 
mentioned the plan of the march to 'Forres Vedras, and the second time the pur- 
suit of the left to what you consider open ground? 

‘ A. I did not consider them as one and the some ]>lan ; I thought that Gen. 
Ferguson’s brigade was getting loo far, and I wished it to be stopped ; but I do 
not know that Sir A. Wwlesley mentioned it as the plan of the pursuit of the 
enemy by the right to Torres Vedras, and in front, with the other brigades. 

' Q. Was tbe period, at which you stale that you saw one of the corps of Gen. 
Ferguson’s brigade in advance, and in a run, before or after you had decided tliat 
the enenw should not be pursued, and before or after the last attack made by a 
corps of French infantry upon the 71at and 82d regts. ? 

' A. I think the attack made upon the two corps last mentioned was the very 
last of the action. What I have before said of tlie Tlst must have happened prior 
to that. 

' Q. Were not the 36th and 40th regts. in the seme brigade with the Tlst, and 
oil the same ground, and this brigade supported by the 29th regt, and in the rear 
by the brigades of Gen. Bowes and Gen. Acland, in column ofbvigades, through- 
out the action ; and, at its close, by that of Gen. C. Craufurd and the Portuguese 
detachment close on the left? 

‘ A. 1 believe they were. The exact situation of the Portuguese, and the bri- 
gade witli them, I cannot speak to so well.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley, by the Board : 

‘ Q. Was the high road which our right must have taken to Torres Vedras nearer 
to it than that which the enemy, who was engaged on our left, must have taken, 
to have reached that place 1 

‘ A. I should think it was ; the enemy must have gone by the road which fadls 
into the high road from Lourinlia to 'Forres Vedras. Our right would have marched 
by the direct road from Vimeiro to Torres Vedras.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley was further questioned by the Board: 

‘ Q. Had our troops followed promptly their first success, was there in your 
opinion a probability of our being able to have intercepted a great part of the 
French army that had been repulsed by our left wing, and who were retiring and 
in confusion? 

A. The enemy’s left,_which was engaged with onr right, retired by a road 
which leads along the heights towards Lourinho, on a diflerent side of the valley 
from that on which our left stood, and it began to retire at much about the same 
time that the attack began upon the left, consequently the left could not have been 
immediately employed in pursuit of those troops which had been engaged on our 
right. Those troops I believe continued in confusion in the woods which were 
on that side of the valley during a considerable part of the day, and this confusion 
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waa considcralily incroased, and its duration lengthened, by the attack made by 
onr cavalry. I certainly think that if the left wing of the army had followed up 
its advantages as I proposed, not only many prisoners would have been taken be- 
longing to the left wing of the French army, but likewise belonging to the right, 
ami that the whole of them were in such confusion, that, giving them full credit 
for great facility suul discipline in funning after having been broken, it would have 
been very diilicult, if not impossible, to form again. 

‘ Q. From the suggestion mentioned by you ns having come from Major Gen, 
Ferguson, for fallowing the French on the left, it should appear that some pause, 
if nut a close of the action hiid then taken place: whence did that cessation 
occur? 

‘ A. When the enemy were beaten on tlie left, I went to Sir I-I. Burrard, who 
was on the field of battle, and praposed to him the pursuit of the enemy. I did 
it in the way of a continuance or a renewal of the discirssion 1 had had with him 
in the Bratnen on the preceding evening, and 1 told him that that was his time to 
advance; that he ought to move the right wing to Toi-res Vedraa, and pursue the 
beaten enemy with the left. I also stated to him that we had 12 days’ provi- 
sions in camp, and plenty of ammunition for another battle. Sir H. Burrard was 
of opinion tliat our advantages ought not to be followed up, much for tiie same 
reasons as ho had stated the night before, and he desired that I would halt the 
troops on the ground which drey then occupied; at this time the Vlst and 82d 
were in a valley, the 40th and 36th immediately in their rear on the side of the 
valley, and the othor troops formed in succession for their support. Nearly about 
the same time the last attack was made by a body of the enemy’s infantry upon the 
71at and 82d, and was repulsed, as is stated in my report to Sir I-I. Burrard; and 
it was after that, as well as I can recollect, that Gen. Ferguson sent his aide do 
camp, Capt. Mcllish, to inform me that great advantages might he derived from 
the coutinuauco of our advance ; and I took Capt. Mellish to Sir H. Burrard to 
endeavor again to prevail upon liini to allow us to continue in the piimiit of our 
advantages. 

‘ Q. ’rhen it was not exactly the pursuit of fugitives, but a movement after a 
repulsed enemy, which you recommended to Sir H. Burrard? 

‘ A. Certainly ; the second proposition did not go to the pursuit of the French 
army in the shape of fugitives, although they were still in gi-eat confusion, 

‘ Q. At tlie close of die action on our left, was any considerable part of the 
enemy that had engaged our rigiit then in sight? 

‘ A. No. 

‘ Q. [By desire of Sir H. Burrard to Sir A, Wellesley.] If our army had pre- 
served their order in pursuing, must not the French have gained ground of tliem 
ill retiring in very loose order ; and if our infantry broke in their pursuit, would 
not the enemy have had a good opportunity of acting with their cavalry ? 

‘ A. In order to answer that question, 1 must state to the Court wlmtl conceive 
would have been the operadons of the two armies, if the plan proposed hud been 
adopted. By the march of the right to Torres V edros, the enemy would have been 
cut off from Lisbon by the nearest road to that place ; if they had retired upon 
Torres Vedrns in the state of confusion supposed by the question, they would have 
been between two bodies of our troops. If they had chosen to go round by the 
other road to Lisbon, by Villa Franca and Aleinquer, it is perfectly true tliat in- 
fantry not formed would have got faster over the country than infantry wliich 
would have been under the necessity of preserving its order ; but I conceive that 
an army in tliat situation, followed even at a slower rate by a victorious enemy, is 
absolutely incapable of forming, or of appearing again in the shape of an army. 
There is no doubt hut that our infiinti-y inustlmve kept its order and the comicctioii 
between otic cmps and another in tliia proposed pursuit ; hut by its order I do not 
moan at all times a formation in line. 

‘ Q. Do you know what nnnibor of ginis the enemy retreated with ? 

‘ A. According to their order of battle, they had 21 guns in the action ; wc took 
13 and a great number of ammunition waggons ; and if the stateniciit of the order 
Ofhattle is correct, which I believe it is, they had 8 left. 

‘ Q. How do you know that the reserve infantry of the enemy were engaged ? 

'A. I ^ow It ftom several oircumstanoes : 1st; I saw them engaged: 2dly; 
several prisoners belonging to tlie reserve were taken, and are now in England : 
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3dly ; Gen. KellemanTi, who conunanded the reserve, told me they were en- 
gaged, and Gen. Junot, who commanded the army, told me that lie attributed the 
of the battle to the impetuosity of the reserve, whom be could not restrain ; and, 
lastly ; 1 heard from many French officers that every corps in the army, excepting 
the cavalry, was engaged. 

‘ Q. Having said you saw the reserve engaged, how did you know that it was 
the reserve engaged at the time? 

‘ A. I knew it from the period at which they were introduced into the action ; 
I knew it also from the circumstances of the line of march by which they ap- 
proaclied to the attack of our troops ; and by comparing what I saw witli the 
accounts given to me by the French officers, of the line of attack adopted by that 
corps of the French army. 

' Q. Might not there Iiave been a second line of infantry, as well as a reserve, 
in ail attack of that sort? 

‘ A. Such was the nature of the country, that any number of troops might have 
been concealed in it, and might have been destined to co-operate m the attack, 
and it would have been difficult, if not impossible, for ns to see them ; hut I had 
seen nearly the whole, if not the whole, of the French troops on their march in 
columns in the morning ; and, judging from the numbers 1 saw, and comparing 
those numbers with those which I conceived to he the nmnhers of their disposable 
troops for action in the held, 1 did not conceive that they had any second line 
heindes the reserve, although it might have been possible to conceal such a body 
of troops in the hills. 1 must also mention that I saw the tails of their cjoliimns. 

‘ Q. What was the distance uf the right of Gen. Hill's brigade from the left of 
Gen. Ferguson’s at the close of the action? 

‘ A. I should diink nearly 3 miles. I must however observe that, from the 
nature of this action, the right and left wings of both armies were disconnected ; 
that there was a valley which ran from the point near where the action finished to 
Vimoiro, wliioli separated the left wing of the British army from the right wing, 
and also disconnected the two wings of the French army. At the same time, such 
wus the nature of tlie ground, and it was so coroplelely occupied by the troops 
which were on it, which troops were so completely supported by those in their rear, 
that we could feel no inconvenience from this circumstance.' 

Major Gen. Spencer was further questioned, by desire of Sir A, Wellesley: 

‘ Q. Whether the line of infantry, which you saw, was seen by you after the 
attack had been repulsed by our left, or do you mean after the attack had been 
repulsed by Gen. Fane and Gen. Anstruther’s brigades? 

' A. After the attack of the whole. 

‘ Q. Was tlnat line of French infantry formed near the road to Torres Vedras, 
or is that part of the scene of action which was to the northward, and lay towai'ds 
Iiourinha ? 

‘ A. It was towards the northward, and near the Torres Vedras road. 

‘ Q. Having mentioned that you heard of the arrival of a body of French 
infantry of 3000 or 4000 men on the evening of the 21st, did you hear this 
report from any authority excepting the general report in the country ? 

‘ A. I did not hear of it from any authority, hut it was the report in the camp. 

‘ Q. Wei'e )’ou present when I recommended to Sir H. Burrard to continue the 
pursuit of oiu advantages on the field of battle on the 21st Aug. ? 

‘ A. I was not. 

‘ Q. Did you, as second in command to Sir A. Wellesley in that action, consider 
the defeat of the enemy to be so decided as to warrant his pursuit ? 

‘ A. I considered the enemy ns beaten in the centre and left, and should have 
stipported Sir A. Wellesley in that opinion.’ 

Major Gen. Ferguson was further questioned, by desire of Sir A. Wellesley: 

* Q. Were you present when 1 proposed to Sir H. Burrard, on the field of 
battle, on the 21st Aug., to continue the pursuit of our advantages ? 

‘ A. I was not : I was with my brigade. • 

‘ Q. Do yon recollect, that after you had received an order to halt, you sent Sir 
A. Wellesley a message by Capt. Mellisli, to inform him that, if allowed to con- 
tinue to advance, you could gain important advantages ? 

‘A. I did send such a message. 
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‘ Q. Desctibe to the Court what diose advantages were. 

* A. A column of the enemy completely broken, and consisting, in my opinion, 
of from 1,500 to 2,000 men, had, in their concision, ^one into a hollow, and were 
tiiercby placed in a situation to have been cut oft from their main body, by a 
movement in advance by the corps under my command. 

‘ Q. Did you consider that part of the enemy with which the troops under your 
command were engaged on the 21at Aug. to be so beaten as to render it expedient 
to continue the pursuit of our advantages? 

‘ A. As they had lost nil their artillery, and were retiring in the utmost conftision, 
it certainly was my opinion that our army should have continued to advance. 

‘ Q. Did you see any hoops formed at the end of the action, excepting cavalry ? 

‘A. None regularly formed; some battalions of their infantry occaaioiiully 
bhlted, in my opinion, for the purpose of carrying off their wounded. 

‘ Q. (By the Board.) From whom did you receive the order to halt which has 
been alluded to by Sir A. Wellesley? 

‘ A. I understood from Sir H. Burraid. 

‘ Q. Under Avhat circumstances did that order find you ? 

‘ A. With one battalion in front of the village of Fereganza, and another bat- 
talion in the rear of it to support the advance. The village of Fereganza was the 
last hollow where the enemy made a stand, and were driven out of it by the 7lst 
regt, which is the battalion alluded to in the advance of the village : the enemy 
were then retiring in die greatest confusion. 

‘ Q. (By the Board.) Had you had heavy artillery on travelling carriages, 
with proper horses, would the nature of the roads have allowed you to carry them 
forward with the army by Torres Vedras to Lisbon ; or could such guns have 
been transported by the draught oxen of the country ? 

‘A. In my opinion, certainly not.’ 

Lord Burghersh, Capt., 3d regt. of dragoon guards, was examined by desire of 
Sir A. Wellesley. 

' Q. Was your Lordship present when I recommended to Sir H. Bnrrard, on 
the field of battle, on the 21st Aug., to continue the pm-suit of our advantages ? 

‘A. I was. 

‘ Q. Was your Lordship also present during tlie conversation I had with Sir 
H. Buirard in the Brasten, on tlie evening of the 20th Aug. ? 

‘A. I was. 

‘ Q. Does your Lordship recollect Sir A. Wellesley having on that occasion 
recommended to Sir H. Burtnrd to continue our operations, according to tiie plan 
on which they had been conducted hy Sir A. Wellesley till that moment, and his 
having pointed out to Sir H: Burrard, particularly, the inconveniences and dis- 
advantages which would result from his briuging Sir J. Moore’s coi'ps from tlic 
Mondego to join the army? 

‘ A. 1 remember Sir A. Wellericy having recommended to Sir H. Bimrard to 
allow the army to move forwards on the morning of the 2lBt, as it had been 
ordered ; as a reason for that, that the army was so near the French army as to 
make it no longer doubtful that one of the two must attack ; and that hy 
advancing, the British army would act on the offensive, and, in Sir A. Wellesley’s 
opinion, reach Mafra before he should, be forced to a general engagement ; and, 
by reaching that position, he should have turned the French positions, and oomo 
more immediately in front of Lisbon, with which ground he was so acquainted as 
to make him anxious to meet the enem^ upon it. As an objection to waiting 
for Gen. Sir J. Moore’s corps, he thought it must be at least 10 days before they 
could he landed and become serviceable at Yhneiro. 

‘ Q. Does your Lordship recollect, that, when I urged Sir II. Burrard, on the 
field of battle, on the 21st Aug., to continue the pursuit of our advantages, I 
began the conversation by a reference to our discussion of tbo preceding ovenhig 1 

‘A. I do not perfectly remember the manner in which Sir A. Wellesley 
pressed it to Sir H. Burrard. I romemher his urging him to advance, giving ns 
a reason that his right was some miles nearer to Torres Vedras than tlio enemy ; 
that he had 4 brigades tiiat had not been engaged ; and that Torres Vedras was 
the pass hy which the enemy must retire to Lisbon. 

‘Q. Does your Lordship recollect that Sir A. Wellesley urged Sir H. Bm’rard 
to march tlie right wing of the army upon Torres Vedras and to continue the 
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pursuit of the enemy ■with the troops -wliich had been just then engaged with the 
left wing? 

‘A. I do ; saying at the same time that, in his opinion, by that movement no 
part of the French army could reach Lisbon.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley was examined by desire of Sir H. Burrard. 

‘ Q. Did the French cavalry patrols on the night of the 19th Aug., how near 
the British camp, and where ? 

‘A. I do not recollect that the French cavalry patrolled very near the British 
camp on tlie night of tlie 19th Aug.; tliey certainly did so very early on the 
morning of the 20th. A division of the British army had been detached at an 
early hour on that morning, under Gen. Spencer, towards Louiinha, to facilitate 
the junction of Gen. Anstruther's brigade, which had landed in a bay to the 
southward of Feniclie. This division was posted upon a height between Lou- 
rinha and Vimeiro, and the French cavalry patrolled very close to it. 

'Q. Do you tliink it passible for 16,000 or 17,000 men to commence a march 
within 9 miles of a French army that has cavalry far out-numbering your own, 
without its being known to the Frencii in an hour’s time? 

‘ A. 1 think, that under certain circumstances of country and of position, it is 
possible for an army to march, and that the march should not be known to the 
enemy at the distance of 9 miles in leas than 2, if not 3 hoius, 

‘Q. Was not Torres Vedras 9 miles from Vimeiro; and is it not the general 
practice of all armies to be under arms before daylight; and was it hot the practice 
in the English army ? 

‘ A. Torres Vedras is about 8 or 9 miles from Vimeiro ; the British army was 
always under arms an hour before daylight 

‘ Q. Are there no cross roads, or other means by which the French could approach 
your march in your way to Mafra? 

■A. Yes. 

‘ Q. Is there not a road from Torres Vedras, that, by coming by Ponte do Rol, 
would bring the enemy within reach of you, near the creek, by Fort Porto Novo ? 

‘ A. There is a road, I believe, from Torres Vedras to Ponte do Rol. 

' Q. Are not the creeks formed by mountain torrents, with a bar that is dry in 
summer? 

•A. Yes. 

‘ Q. Do not those mountain torrents generally form difScult passes, with steep 
hills or mountains on their sides? 

‘A. Yes. 

‘ Q. Is not Ton'es Vedras much nearer to Mafra than Vimeiro, and how much? 

‘A. I should imagine that Torres Vedras must be about 12 miles from Mafra; 
Vimeiro cannot be less than from 17 to 19 miles. 

‘ Q. If the French had fallen hack upon Mafra from Torres Vedras, when you 
quitted Vimeiro, could they not have been reinforced by all the men that could 
possibly he spared for a short time from Cascaes aud the other forts ; and did you 
know that there was no good position near Cintra and Colares ? 

' A. I conceive that the enemy could not have been at Mafra before us, if we 
marched as we always did, before day in the morning. If we could have got to 
Mafra before them, their line of retreat must have been by Cabega dc Monta- 
chique. I always estimated the force which the French had in Lisbon, St Jidian, 
and Cascaes, and the batteries, to be 3000 men ; they were troops in whom much 
confidence was not placed for operations in the field, being principally Hanove- 
rians, Italians, and people from Dalmatia ; and os the Admiral was anchored off 
Cascaes with the fleet, and had with him the Royal Veteran batt. for the pmpose 
of alarming the enemy upon those points, and it was settled with him that, as we 
should advance, he should make a disembarkation with the Veteran batt. and the 
marines of the fleet, in some of the hays in the neighbourhood of the Rock of 
Lisbon, I conceived tliat the Frencli would not have ventured to weaken the 
garrisons of the forts on the Tagus aud on the sea coast. 

‘ Q. Did you mean to attack Cascaes or St. Jolisn, and how did you propose to 
procure heavy cannon, if necessary ? 

‘ A. I did mean to attack both Cascaes and St. Julian ; and I always considered 
that those operations would have followed the battle which, it was evident^ we 
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shonld have in tlie field mill tlie enemy. It had been settled in Kngland, that 1 
should have the use of the heavy cannon I wanted from the ships of the fleet, mid 
ammunition for 21 pounders, and mortars with ammunition were sent from Eng.' 
land in a store ship, and joined the fleet before we were in a situation to under- 
take any siege. I conceive that when the enemy should have been defeated in 
the field, and I should have been in possessiou of the right bank of the Tagus, 
and of the sea coast, as far as the Rock of Lisbon, I should have been able to 
land the artillery I should have required for die siege of those places, _ if not in 
Cascaes Bay, where the horses of the ISth dragoons landed in the beginning of 
September, or in Pa^o d’Arqos, in some of the bays between Cascaes and Capo 
Roca, 

‘ Q. Are you sure you could have landed heavy cannon from the ships, and in 
any weather ; and had you proper carts, or other conveyance, for moving tho 
cannon to tlie points where they might be wanted ? 

‘ A. 1 cannot be certain that 1 could have landed heavy cannon from the ships, 
because this must have depended upon the state of die weather, which is very 
precarious ; hut I thought it very probable that the weather would have allowed 
me to land heavy cannon in one of those bays ; and it is now certain that it would, 
as the horses of the 18th dragoons were landed in Cascaes bay. 

‘ Q. How many days did you think it would have taken you to get possession 
of Cascaes or St. Julian ; or would you have attacked them both together ; and 
how long would it have taken you to take both by siege i 

‘ A. I never made my mind up to that point : fliey are neither of them very strong, 
although it would have been necessary to break ground before both | and I do 
not conceive that the army would have been sufficiendy strong to undertake both 
sieges at die same time. 

‘ Q. Is not Lisbon nearer Santarem than Santarem is to Lavos, on the Mon- 
dego t 

‘ A. Santarem is about 5Q miles from Lisbon, and it is about the same distance 
from Lavos. 

' Q. Could not the French have seized all the mules of Lisbon, and with them 
tho horses and mules of the Royal stables, and would it not have assisted them 
very much in going to Santarem? 

‘ A. Certaiiuy ; they had great resources of every description, which could 
have been of use to diem in any expedition of that description. 

‘ Q. Could not their cavalry have marched to Santarem in a short time, had 
they been pressed, and their infantry crossed over to Aldea Galega ; and is not 
that the high road to Elvas? 

‘A. Their cnvtdry could have moved with great celerity to any point; and 
there were boats in suificient numbers in the Tagus, and at tlieir command, to 
pass the French army to Aldea Galega at once. 

‘ Q. Could you not from Caldas or Obidos (after the action of the 17th) have 
reached Santarem before the force under Sir J. Moore could equip and inarch 
from die Mondego for that place ; and had not you as good means of equipment 
as that army could find after you left the Mondego ; and could you not have re- 
ceived biscuit from S. Marthilio or Nazareth, from the victuallers, had you so 
wished? 

* A. After the action of the 17th I was nearer Santarem than Sir ,1. Moore’s 
coims was when it was in the Mondego, and could certainly have ai'rived there 
before Sir J. Moore could have arrived in a state of equipment from the Mondego. 
I conceive tliat there were two distinct lines of operations in Portugal, and two 
modes of supporting those operations ; one by the sea coast, and depending upon 
the communication with the coast for supplies of all kinds; the other by Santarem, 
and depending for its support upon its communication with the Mondego. There 
was shelter in that river for the small victuallers and transports, which then in 
fact would have become a depdt, and the country on the banks of the Mondego, 
which was settled and organised under the government of Oporto, would hare 
afforded means, even after the army under my ooiniiiaiid was equipped, of keeping 
up the communication between the Mondego and Leiria, which place would have 
ftu'nislied the means of communicaliiig with the army at Saiitarciii. As there was 
no shelter for the transports at S. Mai'tinlio and Nozarcth, and those places had 
not been settled under the govcrniiient of Oporto, and Nazoretli had been burnt 
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by tile Frencb, the depot could not have been formed at those places ; and if it 
had been possible to have formed it, there would have been no means of comnui' 
nicating; therefore, I conceive that after the action of tire 17th Aug., it was not 
expedient that I should change my line of operations in a view to mose reasons 
only, and that it was best that the corps which should take the line of Santarem 
should communieate witli the Mondego. 

‘ Q. Do you not think that the victuallers that would have provisioned Sir J, 
Moore’s corps at Santarem would also have victualled you had you been there? 

'A. If I had been at Santarem, and all the previous arrangements had been 
made for supporting the corps under my command at that place, as detailed in my 
letters of the 8th, 10th, and 12th Aug., to Sir H. Burrard, I conceive that the corps 
under my command might have been victualled. 

‘ Q. Is it not double the distance from Santarem to Lavos, on the Mondego, as 
it is from Caldas to Santarem ; and do you suppose it was impossible to land 6eu. 
Anstruther’s brigade anywhere, so as to join you at Caldas? 

‘ A. I should think it about 40 miles, if not more, from Caldas to Santarem. 
1 was not informed of the arrival of Gen. Anstruther’s brigade till the morning of 
tile 18th Aug. ; they were then off the Berlings, to tlie southward of Caldas, and 
1 could not have landed them nearer to Caldas fhan where they did land, without 
sending them back to tlie northward against the wind, and eitlicr halting in my 
position, or falling hack to Caldas again, after the action of the 17th Aug., to fa- 
cilitate a junction. 

‘ Q. How far was it from where Gen. Anstruther landed to Obidos? 

‘ A. From 15 to 20 miles. 

‘ Q. How far is it from Santarem to Monte M6r o Novo, on the high road from 
Aides Galega to Elvas and Fort La Lippe? 

‘ A. Monte M6r o Novo is about 60 miles. 

‘ Q. Did not the event prove that it was possible for the cavalry of Sir S. 
Moore's army, with his artillery horses and his light regiments, to land at Maceira 
and to follow the anny ? 

• A. Yea. 

‘ Q. Might not the rest of the force have landed at Maceira, formed a dep6t of 
provisions, and taken a position there, at the same time that the reinforcements 
moat wanted would have joined your division? 

‘ A. I conceive that the formation of a depdt of provisions and stores at any 
point on the coast was very precarious, and, in the end of August and beginning 
of September, became dwly more so. It might have been effected in a long course 
of fair weather, but it was on operation which could not be calculated upon. 

‘ Q. Had the artillery horses landed, could not those with your army have been 
given over to the Commissariat, or a proportion of the worst from each corps? 

‘ A. They might have been disposed of in that or any other manner ; but it 
would have been useless to give them to the Commissariat, as there were no carts 
with the Commissariat, or in the country, which could be drawn by horses. 

‘ Q. If the horses of the artillery had been landed, could not the waggons hare 
also been landed, and have been made useful for the Commissariat? 

‘ A. I conceive that there were not more waggons with the artillery than were 
required to carry the stores of the artillery ; but those waggons might he employed 
to cairy provisions, if the Commander in Chief of the anny should think proper. 

‘ Q. Was there no ground at or near Mafra or Lisbon fit for cavalry to act 
on? 

' A. In my opinion cavalry can be used with advantage in nearly all parts of 
Portugal, not in large bodies any where, but every where in small ; and thei'e was 
ground between Mafta and Lisbon on which cavalry could have acted with ad- 
vantage. 

‘ Q. Did you notimderstond that the 18th light dragoons embarked in the river 
Thames on the 25th and 26th July, and had you not just cause to expect them off 
Maceira by the 21st or 22d Aug., or was it intended that they should proceed 
further, without running down the coast for intelligence ? 

‘ A. I do not recollect tliat I ever heard at what time the 18th light dragoons 
embarked ; as well as I can recollect, 1 imagined that they were to come from 
England with Sir J. Moore’s corps.’ 
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Sir A. 'Wellesley was also asked by the Board ; 

‘ Q. The possibility of the French army’s crossing the Tagus, had the terms 
proposed by Gen. Junot been rejected, and thereby engaging the British army in 
a tedious and dliiicult campaign, has been stated by you : could not Gen. Junot 
have so transported his forces across the Tagus immediately after the 22d Aug. ? 

‘A. I do think he might. 

‘Q. How is this conclusion to be resisted; that Gen. Junot thought the con- 
ditions of the Conyention more advantageous to tho French interest, than the 
protracting the campaign in the manner which is represented to have been in his 
power? 

‘ A. When I considered the expediency of allowing tho French to evacuate 
Portugal by sea, I took into consideration the British interests and British objects 
only, and the objects of their allies, as connected with those of Great Britain. I 
considered that the French army, from the relative sitnation of the 2 annics in 
Portugal, and from its having die military possession of tho counti'y, had a fair 
military right to withdraw by sea with their arms and baggage ; and 1 do not 
think it necessary for me to account for the motives of Gen. Junot in preferring 
the evacuation by sea to another line of operation ; which, without wishing to say 
anything personally disrespectful of him, might have been bad or unworUiy mo. 
tives, as well as views for the interests of his country.’ 

Lieut. Col. Torrens was again examined hy Sir A. Wellesley ; 

‘ Q. Were you present in the Sraxen when I had a conversation with Sir H. 
Buvrard, on the evening of the 20th Aug. last? 

‘ A. I was. 

‘ Q. State what you recollect. 

‘ A. I wna present in tho Braiten when Sir A. Wellesley made his report to Sir 
I-l, Burrard, upon die arrival of that officer in Maceira roads. Sir A. Wellesley 
represented to him the state of the army under his command, and the situation of 
that of the enemy, and the principio on wliich he had conducted ilic operations 
from the landing at Mondego ; and further stated, that he hod issued orders fur 
the march of the army the next morning. Sir H. Burrard replied that he did not 
consider it advisshle to advance from that position till the oi'my should be rein- 
forced by the iUviaion under the command of Sir J. Moore. Sir A. Wellesley 
observed, that he thought it of the utmost importance to push forward hy the way 
of Mafra, with a view of turiiiiiB the enemy's left flank, and to endeavor to bring 
the French army to the issue of a battle in the field, as near to Ijlsbon as possible, 
that we might avail ourselves of a short distance from the Tagus, hy following up 
the victory, so as to prevent the French crossing that river. And he further 
stated, that he was desirous of this contest taking place near to Lisbon, having an 
actual survey of all the country in the vicinity of that town. Sir A. Wellesley 
further added, that if Sir J. Moore’s corps should be brought down to Maceira, 
Sir H. Burrard must relinquish all the advantage which might have been ex- 
pected from his marching that body upon Santarem, with the view of cutting off 
the retreat of the French army by the northward. Sir H. Burrard again repeated, 
tliat lie thought it advisable to bring down Sir J. Moore's corps, to render certain 
those operations which appeared to him to be doubtful. Sir Arthur then a.sked 
Sir H. Biirroi'd whether he had received his letters of the 8th and 10th Ang., 
wliich recommended the march of this reinforcement upon Santarem. Sir Hiiri-y 
replied that ho had received those letters ; but he did not in my presence make 
any comment or ohservatiou upon that proposed operation. Sir H. Burrard then 
wrote a letter to Sir J. Moore, which I did not see ; but I understood it to be an 
order for him to come down the coast with his division. I heg leave to state, that 
to the best of my recollection tins is the substance of the conversation tliat passed, 
though 1 cannot pledge inyaelf to the exact words. 

_ ‘ Q. Do you recollect my stating to Sir H. Burrard the probability that if wo 
did not move to attack the French, they would attack ns? 

‘A. I do remember Sir A. Wellosloy making that observation to Sir II. Bur- 
rard, and adding at the same time, that a great expondituro of provisions would 
be ocoasioued by waiting on that ground for Sir J. Moore, who could not bo ex- 
pected for some days. 
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‘ Q. Do you recollect my stating to Sir H. Burrard the probable increased diffi- 
culties of supplying the army with provisions when its numbers shordd be In 
creased, without any proportional increase of means? 

‘A. I do perfectly recollect your making that observation. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect my stating to Sir H. Bnrrard the probability that, if the 
enemy did not attack us, they would fortify their positions between our army and 
Lisbon, during the delay of our march ; and my stating to him the diffictdty of 
turning fortified positions with cannon in that country, on account of the narrow- 
ness ot the roads 7 

‘ A. I do, perfectly ; adding at the same time that the badness of the roads, as 
well as the narrowness of them, would render the tm-ning of the enemy’s flank in 
any position he might take up extremely difficult 

‘Q. Do you recollect my sending you with orders to Gen. Fane’s and Gen. 
Anstruther’s brigades before or immediately at the commencement of the battle 
of the 21st Aug. 7 

‘A. I do recollect Sir A. Wellesley sending me with orders, both to Gen. Fane 
and Gen. Anstruther, at the commencement of the battle of the 2lBt Aug. 

‘ Q. What were tiiey 7 

‘ A. Sir A. Wellesley desired me to ride as fast as I could to Gen. Anstruther 
and to Gen. Fane, and to convey to them his orders that they should not move 
from the position which they occupied in front of the village of Vimeiro, without 
further directions from Sir Arthur. On my arrival at that position, I found that 
Gen. Fane had advanced a little way in front, and was engaged with some French 
light troops. 1 followed him, and delivered those orders, and he consequently 
retired: Uiis was about half-past nine in the morning; but 1 cannot speak with 
any degree of accuracy. 

‘ Q. Did I state to you the reason for giving those orders, and what was it 7 

‘A. Yes, partly : I understood from Sir A, W ellesley that those orders originated 
from the nature of the gi'ound in front of that position, which would render it 
ineligible to remove from it, particularly as he observed a large French column 
forming in the wood in front, and evidently preparing to make a vigorous attack 
upon the centre. 

‘ Q. Were you present when I recommended to Sir H. Burrard, on the field of 
battle, on the 21st Aug., to continue the pursuit of our advantages? 

‘A. I was, 

‘ Q. State what passed . 

' A. Immediately after we had defeated the right column of the French army, 
which had made its attack upon our left, and were then retreating in a precipitate 
manner. Sir A. Wellesley rode to Sir H. Burrard, and said, “ Sir Han-y, now is 
your time to advance : the enemy are completely beaten, and we shall be in 
Lisbon in 3 days. We have a large body of troops, which have not been in 
action ; let us move them from the right on the road to Torres Vedrns, and I will 
follow them with the left.” Sir H. Burrard replied, that he thought a great deal 
had been done, very much to the credit of the troops ; but that he did not think it 
advisable to move off the groimd in pursuit of the enemy. Sir A. Wellesley 
remarked at the time that the troops were perfectly ready to advance, having 
provisions ready cooked in their havresacks, according to the orders of the day 
before. 

’ Q. Do yon recollect my mentioning that the troops had plenty of ammunition ; 
that there was 12 days’ bread in camp for die original number of the army, and a 
sufficiency of every kind of store in the reserve for the artillery? 

‘ A. 1 recollect Sh A. Wellesley mentioning that there was plenty of ammuni- 
tion ; that the mules with the reserve musket ammunition were in the rear of 
the brigades ; that we had abundance of ordnance stores and plenty of provisions ; 
but I cannot call to my recollection whedier he specified at that time the number 
of days’ provisions we had in comp. 

‘ Q. Did I order the army on the 20th to march on the morning of the 21st? 

‘A, You did. 

‘ Q. Did I countennand those orders when I returned from the Brazen on the 
evening of the 20th? 

‘A. Sir A. Wellesley countermanded those orders immediately on his arrival 
in camp, on the evening of the 20di, in consequence of directions he had received 
from Sir H, Burrard to that effect. 
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' Q. (By desire of Sir 11. Biirrnrd.) How long a time elapsed fi-om the Frcneh 
Leins defeated in the centre till the end of the action 1 

' A. The right column of the French arrived at the point of attack on our loft 
in ahoiU 10 minutes or a quarter of an hour after his leit column was defeated by 
our centre : I cannot speak with any accuracy ns to the length of the action on 
the left i it might probably be an hour, move or less. 

‘ Q. When Sir A. Wellesley asked me whether I Imd received his dispatches of 
the 8th, loth, and 11th Aug., did I tell him that I Imd sent them to Sir S. Moore 
by Col. Donkin from S. Mavtinho? 

‘ A. T do not recollect that Sir H. Burrard made that communication in my 
presence.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley then addressed the Board ns follows : 

‘ Gsn. Sia D. Dundas j My Loans and GENinisMBN, 

‘Two or 3 points have been adverted to in the narrative of Sir H. Burrard, and 
some circumstances Inave been stated in evidence, upon which I wish to troiiblo 
the Court with some observations. The first and principal of these is the ren.son 
stated by Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard for not deeming it expedient to place Lieut. 
Gen. Sir J. Moore’s corps at Saiitarcm, as proposed by me in mylettcraof the 8th, 
loth, and 12th Aug., which are before the Court, because, as Lieut. Gen, Sir H. 
Biirmrd states, it would not, in his opinion, have been suificiently strong to oppose 
the enemy, if he had retreated by tliat road. 

‘ I hog to refer the Court to my dispatches of that period, which I consider the 
fairest documotits to which I can refer, as when they were written I had certainly 
no notion tliat the subjects to which they related would ever have become the 
topic of discussion here. The Court will see, that in these dispatches I always 
considered the poseession of Lisbon and of the Tagus to be the great object of the 
campaign both to us and the French ; that for Uiis object a battle would bo fought 
in the neld, in which 1 thotight I h.ad reason to expect success ; and that the 
enemy would, after this hattlc, endeavor to retire across the Tagus to Elvas, nr 
along the right hank of the Tagus hy Snntarem towards Almeida. 

' If the Court will refer to the paper drawn by the French engineer, laid before 
them by Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dnlrymple, tliey will see that these are the lines of 
retreat recommended by the oflicers of the engineers to the French Commander in 
Chief. Now the occupation of the position at Santarem by Sir J. Moore's corps 
was calculated to cut oif these lines of retreat; in theiirst supposed case, hy the 
facility and celerity with which the Tagus would have been crossed ; in the second, 
as it was upon the road which the enemy must have taken. But as 1 set out with 
the certainty, that the French would no^ nay, could not, abandon Lisbon and the 
Tagus, without fighting a battle fur those pussossions, I may conclude tliat, after 
that battle, tlicy would have been so much weakened ns that Sir J. Moore’s corps 
would have been a match for tiicm; and, at all events, it is not to he supposed 
tliat, if this battle had been fought, they would not have been followed hy a port, 
if not the whole of the army, which, in this supposition, would have defeated them. 
Indeed, the Court will have observed, hy my correspondence with Sir H. Burrard, 
that 1 considered this position at Saiitarcm to be so littlo dangerous, and, at the 
same time, so advanbigeous, that if the brigades of Brig. Gens. Aclaiul and 
Anstnither had been etmipped to act independently of any otlier body of troops, 
I should have ordered those brigades to occupy it. 

‘ The next point on which 1 wish to observe is the mode in which I proposed 
and intended that this corjis should he supplied at Santarem. The Cmirt will see 
this mode, and all the difiiculties which attended it, discussed in my letters to Sir 
H. Burrard ; and I have no doubt whatever tliat ho would have been able to 
procure carts in tlio country, on the Mondego, to enable him to form at Lnyria 
tlie proposed depdt, and at tliat place the means of moving what should he 
required to Santarem. I also wish to say a few words upon the sti’ciigth of the 
corps under my command, in comparison with that of the enemy. 

marched'from Lavos on the 10th Aug. with 13,000 men, and I was joined 
by and expected thS^co^operation of 6000 Portuguese troops : I was diaappoiiil.ed 
in this BXpeotation'on tlie 13th Aug., when I was engaged in an operation against 
a •detachment of the enemy, which promised the utmost success, from which I could 
not with- propriety withdraw, and which ended in the battle of the 17th Ang. On 
the 18th I heard of the arrival of Gen. Anslrulhcr’s brigade, and on the 20th, in 
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the evening, when Lient. Gen. Sir H. Burrurd decided that he would alter the 
principle on which we had before carried on our operations, Gen. Acland was 
arrived in Maceira roads with his brigade, and he was landed on that night. The 
force then consisted of between 16,000 and 17,000 men, British troops, and 1650 
Portuguese troops, actually in camp. We had been successful in the action of the 
17th, and the army was in the highest order and the highest spirits ; well equipped, 
supplied with 12 days' provisions for the original number, and everything it 
required for its future operations. 

‘ In discussing and considering the propriety of die decision of Lieut. Gen. Sir 
H. Burrard, or of my previous operations, it would not be fair to estimate the 
enemy’s force at larger numbers than 20,000 meu, of which they were reported to 
consist, by Gen. Spencer, in his report to government from the mouth of the 
Tagus. Prom this number the garrisons of Elvas, Almeida, and Pcniche were to 
be deducted, which I always reckoned at 2000 men ; then there were the forts of 
St. Julian, Cascaes, the citadel of Lisbon, Bugio, Belem, and the batteries on the 
Tagus and the coast, as far as the Rock of Li^on, which woidd have required at 
least 3000 more. This would have left the enemy with only 15,000 men for 
operations in the field, wliile we had above IS, 000 men. 

‘ If it is contended that the estimate of the enemy's strength ought to be made 
according to their embarkation returns, instead of according to Gen. Spencer's 
return of their force, a deduction ought to be made, from the amount of 24,000, 
of the real numbers of the garrisons of Almeida, Elvas, and Peniche, and of 3000 
men for the garrisons upon the Tagus and upon the coast ; and, if but a small 
allowance is made for non-combatants, it will stfll turn out that the force to be 
met in the field did not exceed 15,000 or 16,000 men. From this statement it 
will appear that the force of 3000 or 4000 men, which it was reported had aixived 
at Torres Vedras after the action, could not have existed ; and, in point of fact, it 
was a report circidated by Gen. Junot, and indeed the fact was published in the 
newspapers of Lisbon, with other false accounts of the circumstances of the action. 

‘ In respect to other points I shall not obsen'e upon them, as the evidence 
is before the Court, who will judge of it. 1 consider it proved and admitted 
that I recommended on the evening of the 20th Aug. that the army should not 
halt, and that the proposed disposition for Sir J. ^Moore's corps should not be 
altered ; that the enemy were completely defeated in the action of the 21st Aug., 
on all points of attack, and that 1 proposed to Sir H. Burrard the pursuit of them. 

‘The Court have before them my reasons for advancing on the 10th Aug., and 
for thinking that I was strong enough for the enemy ; and for recommending to 
Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard a perseverance in the plan of operation which 1 com- 
menced ; and, in my evidence of yesterday, my reason for thinking that most 
beneficid consequences would have resulted if the enemy had been pursued. 
Upon all these points of difference of opinion between Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Burrard 
and me, the Court will form their judgment upon the evidence. I think it neces- 
sary, however, to detain the Court for a short time upon another part of the sub- 
ject which has been under their consideration. 

' Although I am decidedly of opinion that the most decisive consequences would 
have resulted from tlie march as proposed, and the pursuit of the enemy on the 
21st Aug. after the battle, yet it does not follow diat the measure of allowing the 
French to evacuate Portugal was not right on the evening of the 22d. On the 
21st Aug. the enemy were defeated and in confusion; and 1 have explained the 
grounds which I have for thinking that the most advantageous consequences 
would have resulted firom a pursuit. On the 22d, in the evening, when the ques- 
tion of the evacuation was considered and decided, the enemy was no longer in 
confusion, and they had resumed the position of Cabe^a de Montaebique, between 
us and Lisbon. The relative situation of tbe two armies was then to be taken into 
consideration, as well as in the other case ; but that of the French army had heeit 
materially improved by our omission to pursue our advantages ; and we were then 
to look to our relative means of annoying each other, and onr own objects. I 
have already detailed to the Court, in a former statement, the relative situation 
and means of the two armies at that period of time ; aud I conceive that the battle 
of the 21st Av^. could he taken into consideration in the discussion of the question, 
whether the French should be allowed to evacuate Portugal 
way, viz., that it was a trial of strength between the twq^nfe[tdipgHfi^ieti.^M i 
it proved the superiority of that of His Majesty. It 'n;a^ii<^sh..ldleaf"tojug.that.lhe- 
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' French would not risk another action ; that thoir object was to secure a retreat 
across the Tngns ; and that they would use their positions in front of Lisbon to 
facilitate and secure tliat object. As I have already explained to the Coiurt, we 
had no means on the 22d of preventing- titem from effecting that object, from 
which I did, and do still think, it was important to us to preclude them, excepting 
by a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley was asked by Sir H. Burrard: 

‘ Q. Had not the British army the same means of advancing by Mafra on the 
morning of the 23cl, when Sir H. Dalryinple ordered it to march, iia it had on the 
20tli, when Sir A. Wellesley intended it stionld march ; and does Sir A. Wellesley 
know that the French would not hove risked another battle, nor attemiited his 
flank upon his march, or been at Mafra before him? 

‘A. I do tliink the army might have marched to Mafra with as much facility 
on the 23d as I thought it might on the 2l8t There was this difference, how- 
ever, that on the 23d 1 believe Mafra was occupied by a French corps, mid tliero 
was none there on the 21st. I must also state to the Board, that die object of the 
march to Mafra would on tlie 23d have been defeated, because, as I have just in- 
formed them, there was no chmice of bringing the French into another action. 
They would have acted, according to my opinion, in Portugal as they did in 
Egypt; they tried their strength once in the field, and, having foiled, they would 
in Portugal have continued to retreat till tliey could have got into safet 5 f. I do 
not believe that any corps could have fallen on the flank of the march on the 23d, 
because no Frenchman remained in Torres Vedras, or nearer than Cabefa de 
Montachique, on tlie evening of the 22d. 

'Q. Did liiat French corps duit was at Mafra retreat from Torres Vedras, and 
was tliat the nearest way to Lisbon, or to go up the country? 

‘ A. That French corps must have been in the nclion, and must have retreated 
through Torres Vedras. The shortest road from Torres Vedras to Lisbon, and of 
course up the country, is not through Mafra, but it is, in my opinion, entirely 
consistent with an intention to cross the Tagus, mid retreat up the counti-y, to occupy 
all the forts which were likely to impede or delay the advance of the British troops. 

‘ Q. (By the Board to Sir A. Wellesley.) Would your occupation of Torres 
Vedras on the evening of the 2l8l have prevented the Proncli from gaining the 
Cabc 9 ade Montachique? 

‘A. Our occupation of Torres Vedras on the evening of the 21st would have 
placed ns on the shortest road from the position of the two armies to Cabe 9 a de 
Montacluqne, as we should have been in a sitnatiou, by a subsequent movement, 
to occupy not only Cabeca do Montacluqne, but tiic other positions in front of 
Lisbon, before the French could have reached them. 

‘ Q. Would not the French, in the course of tlie retreat from the field of battle, 
have passed through Torres Vedras previous to the time that the British army 
could arrive there f 

‘ A. The French, as I explained in my evidence yesterday, retreated from all 
points of attack to the northward, apparently wiUi an intention of falling in witli 
the road from Torres Vedras to Lourinba, by which they hod advmiccd to the 
attack. I conceive that, after the action was over, the right of our army in par- 
ticular was nearer to Torres Vedras than the enemy, andtlierefore I should think 
that the right of our army would have been at Torres Vedras before any part of 
the enemy could have reached that town in their retreat. 

‘ Q. Gen. Spencer yesterday described a line of the enemy at the distance of .3 
miles : was that corps fiu-ther from Torres Vedras than the right of the British 
army? 

‘ A. I cannot say that I recollect to have seen that corps. According to Gen. 
Spencer's description, he saw it formed about an hour after the eiicmy liad hueu 
defeated upon our loft, and, as he said, to the northward and upon the road to 
Torres Vedras. If that is an accurate description of Ihe position of that corps, it 
must have been much about the same distance from Torres Vedras as our right 
was. 

_ * Q. Had the army advanced at the time you recommended it, would not onr 
•ri^ht have boen nearer to Torres Vedras by pnsliiug on tlinn that corps wliich was 
said to have been formed an hour after the action iiad taken place ? 

‘ A, I should conceive that tliat corps must have been on tlie ground on wliicii 
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Gen, Spencer states saw it, or.at no great distance from it, about tlie time that 
I proposed to Sir H. Burrard to pursue the enemy, although probably not 
formed. 

' Q. Do you think that the French corps wliich attacked your right retired upon 
Torres Vedras, or took another route ? 

‘ A. The right of the army, properly so called, was not attacked. The attack 
was made upon the right of the centre, and all the French troops which attacked 
Gen. Fane's and Gen. Anstruthec's brigades retired to the northward, as 1 have 
before explained, with the exception possibly of some small detachments, of which, 
however, I saw none.’ 

Sir A. Wellesley addressed the Board as follows : 

‘ Gen. Sia D. Dunoas ; AIy Lords and Gentlemen, 

‘ At a former meeting of the Court, Lieut Gen. Sir H. Dah-jonple expressed a 
wish that the Court should have before it a copy of the letter which I was supposed 
to have addressed to the Bishop of Oporto on the 24th Aug. ; and I then told the 
Court that I would lay before them all the letters I had written to the Bishop of 
Oporto, of which I had copies among my papers. 

‘ 1 find that 1 have the copies of only 2 letters, although I have written many, 
which I now lay before the Court [these letters were not deemed necessary, and 
were therefore withdratmt] ; and 1 should have taken an earlier opportunity of 
laying those letters before the Court, only that one of them relates to transactions 
in which Sir H. Burrard was a party ; and I was unwilling to make it public 
during his absence. 

' In respect to the letter supposed to have been written by me on the 24th Aug. 
I repeat that I have no recolleciion of having written it; and I have no copy of 
it : and I think it probable, from an inaccuracy of the date, from the address, and 
some of the expressions, that I did not write it ; but I adopt as my own all the 
sentiments which it contains. It congratulates the Bishop upon the prospect of 
the evacuation of Portugal by the French, which the Court will have observed I 
always considered a subject of congratulation ; end it states that the agreement 
for the suspension of hostilities contains nothing else that is remarkable, excepting 
a stipulation that the port of Lisbon should be considered a neutral port in respect 
to the Russians. 

‘ It is well known and admitted, that there was another part of that agreement 
to which I entertained objections ; but in respect to the Portuguese, it did contain, 
nothing remarkable, excepting this stipulation ; and this remark, if I wrote the 
letter, rather tends to confirm that whiw I have always stated were my sentiments 
in respect to this stipulation. 

‘This mode of laying a private letter before a Court is not rcMlar, anymore 
than the mode of calling for a letter of this description ; but if the Court should 
be desirous of seeing tills, or any other letters of mine to the Bishop of Oporto in 
an official shape, they may call for them at the office of the Sec. of State for 
Foreign Affairs, through which channel, I doubt not, they can be procured.’ 

Sir H. Burrard now addi-essed the Board as follows : 

‘ I trust the Board of Inq^uiry will not think it improper to grant me the liberty 
to offer a few observations upon what happened on the 21st Aug., when it was 
my opinion (unswayed, I trust, by any unwortby motives) that it was not expedient 
to follow the enemy towards Torres Vedras. In the first place, I did not believe 
that the enemy’s whole force was engaged in that action ; neither do I think that 
it is proved it was known to have been so in fact, when it was proposed to me to 
advance from the right. 

‘ I very freely acknowledge that I did not understand that a corps of such con- 
siderable numbers as is stated was cut off from the main body of the enemy on the 
left of OUT position ; but it was impressed upon my mind that they were towards 
Major Gen. Ferguson’s front, inclining towards their own force ; and I considered 
it improper to attack them in that situation. Tins appeared so much the more 
necessary to me, as I had determined, from the situation our right appeared to me 
to be in, not to advance to Torres Vedras, and I still think that I determined pro- 
perly. 

‘ The extensive line the British army occupied was not in favor of our advanoingt 
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Tlie distance from right to left was, I still think, 4 miles, ^ The centre of the 
enemy had heen necessarily disengaged an hour and a half time enough for them 
to linve formed a lino near 3 miles distant in our front, with 8 pieces of cannon, 
and a large body of cavalry, of which we hod none. 

‘ At the time Sir A. Wellesley came uj> to me, and publicly proposed to me to 
advance, I felt the situation it placed mo in, and that it was not likc^ my deter- 
mination should please a British army, who had so much signalised itself ; that 
will, I believe, be sufficient proof that I acted to the best of my judgment, and 
those who know me will he convinced, very much against my feelings. 

‘ My sentiments on the nneommen sitnation in which I then stood were woll 
known to those of my stuff about me. The want, at this jnonient, of every one of 
those gentlemen who were with me on the 21st Ang., I sincerely feel and regret, 
and am convinced the Board will also feel for the person who stands .in so nnusual 
a predicament; at the same time, if there has been any error in judgment, it is 
all my own ; I decided for myself, from what I saw and heard, and take most 
decidedly the whole responsibility upon myself. But I trust that the_ Board, upon 
a review of the whole case, will have sufficient reason to be convinced that it 
would have been unwise to have risked much, when so superior a force was at 
hand to reinforce tlie British army, which must have rendered vain the future 
eflbrts of the enemy, and have decided the contest with less loss to tho public 
service than by what I conceive a precarious operation.’ 

Sir A, Wellesley again addressed the Board, viz. 

‘ I trust that the Court will permit me to address a few words to them upon this 
occasion. 

‘ Altliough I did differ, and do still differ, in opinion with Lieut. Gen. Sir H. 
Butrard, respecting the measures adopted immediately after the battle of the 21 at 
Aug,, I liope it will not he deemed presumptuous in me as an inferior officer to 
declare to tho Court and to the public the opinion wliich I Imve always enter- 
tained, that Sir H. Burraid decided upon that occasion mmn fair military grounds, 
in the manner which appeared to him to bo most oondncivo to tho interests of the 
country ; and that he had no motive for his decision which could ho supposed per- 
sonal to me, or which os an officer he could not avow.’ 

Sir H. Burrard was further examined by Sir H. Dalrymplo. 

* Q. Was not Sir H. Burrard present at the conference with Gen, Kcllcrmann at 
Viineiro, on the subject of the Armistice on the 22d Aug.? 

‘A, I was called in by Sir H. Dalryinple. 

* Q. Had I not, in your opinion, luason to presume, from what passed on that 
occasion, that both Sir A. Wellesley and yourself cordially a])provcd tlie Conven- 
tion for the evacuation of Portugal by the French troops, as a goiioral moasure, 
and that yon both seemed to acquiesce in tho several arrangements ultimalcly 
settled for the Armistice ? 

‘ A. I did, and 1 thought Sir A. Wellesley did so generally ; there were a groat 
many oMections stated at times, whicli upon conversation were given up. 

‘Q. Did I not send for yon and Sir A. Wellesley on the morning of tho 
23tli Ang., after the arrival of Lieut. Col. Murray from on hoard tho British 
Admiral's ship, to consider upon the racosm-cs next to be pursued, and again on 
the morning of the 27th, for a similar purpose ? 

‘ A, I was sent for, 1 believe, on both those occasions ; but 1 made no memo- 
randa of the dates. 

‘ Q. Was not a treaty signed by Lieut Col. Murray, but which I refused to 
ratify, read article by article, in presence of yourself. Sir J. Moore, Lieut. Gens. 
Hope, Mackenzie Fraser, and Sir A. Wellesley; and were not the ohscrvatimiB 
and proposed alterations on each article written down by Sir A. Wellesloy f 

‘ A. The whole of that is true, to the beat of my knowledge and rceoUoetion. 

‘ ft. Was not the definitive Convention ratified in your quarters at Torres 
VedrBs,iii presence of yourself. Sir J. Moore, Lieut. Gen. Hope, and Liont. Gen. 
Mackenzie Fraser ; and have I not just grounds to believe that none of those 
Lieut. Generals disapproved of the moasurea of ratifying that treaty? 

_ ‘ A_. They were present at the time, called in by Sir H. Dalrymplo, and I saw 
him sign it ; and from tlie characters of such men, 1 do not suppose that they would 



PORTUGAL. 


177 


have allowed him to do so, without stating their objections, if they had any. Of 
their sentiments I know no further. 

‘ Q. (By desire of Sir A. Wellesley.) Do you recollect that, when the Armis- 
tice was negotiated, Gen. Kellermann read from a paper a statement of the wishes 
of the French Commander in Chief? 

‘A. I do recollect that after some conversation he took a paper out and read it. 

‘Q. Do you recollect my refusing to take tliat paper, and telling tlie Commander 
of the Forces, when we went into the inner room, that I had done so, because I 
thought that the agreement tlien to be negotiated ought to be eonfined to a sus- 
pension of hostilities ? 

' A. I think I recollect Sir Arthur’s refusing a paper, but I do not recollect the 
precise conversation that passed on that occasion. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect the use of these words by the Commander of the Forces, 
“that as there was no diftereiice of opinion upon the substance of the negotiation, 
it was not worth while to push the French to tlte wall upon the form ?" 

' A. I think tliose sentiments were expressed ; but I cannot at this time recollect 
who it was that said them. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect that the demand of the French in favor of the Russians 
would, in the first instance, have gone to allow the Russians to return to the Baltic 
with their fleet? 

'A. I must say that I was ve^ often in and out of the room; that I had dis- 
patches to send to England ; and I cannot exactly recollect that circumstance. 

‘ Q. Do you recollect iny having said to the Commander of the Forces, that 
you and I having been employed last year to bring one fleet out of the Baltic, 
could not hut advise him not to allow another to return there, mid tiial the Com- 
mander of the Forces, in consequence, determined that he would not idlow the 
article to stand as it was at first proposed ? 

' A. I recollect Sir A. Wellesley having made use of those expressious.’ 

REPORT. 


‘ May it please your Majesty, 

‘ We, the underwritten General ofRcers of the army, in obedience to your 
Majesty's warrant, which bears date tlie 1st day Nov. 1808, commanding ns 
strictly to examine and inquire into the conditions of a suspension of arms, con- 
cluded on tlie 22d Aug. 1808, between your Majes^’s army in Portugal and the 
French force in that country; and also into a dennitire Convention, concluded 
with the French General commanding, on the 31st Aug. following, &c., &c. ; 
most humbly report to your Majesty, that it appears tliat the operations of the army 
under Sir A. Wellesley, from his landing in Mondego bay, the Ist Aug., until the 
conclusion of the action at Vimeiro, the 21st Aug., were highly honorable and 
successful, aud such as might he expected from a dislinguimied General at the 
head of a British army of 13,000 men, augmented on the 20tli and 2l8t to 17,000, 
deriving only some small aid from a Portuguese corps (ICOO men), and against 
whom an enemy not exceeding 14,000 men in tlie field was opposed ; and this 
before the arrival of a very considerable reinforcement from England under Lieut. 
Gen. Sir J. Moore, which, however, did arrive, and join the army from the 25th 
to the 30th Aug. 

* It appears a point on which no evidence adduced can enable the Board to pro- 
nounce with confidence, whether or not a pursuit, after the battle of the 21st, 
could have been efficacious ; nor can the Board feel confident to determine on the 
expedience of a forward movement to Torres Vedras, when Sir H. Bnrrard has 
stated weighty considerations against such a measure. Further it is to be 
observed, that so many collateral circumstances could not be known in the moment 
of the enemy’s repulse as afterwards became clear to the army, and liave been 
represented to the Board. And considering the extraordinary circumstances 
under which two new Commanding Generals arrived from the ocean and joined 
the army, (the one during, .and the other immediately after, a battle, and those 
successively superseduig each other, and both tlie original Connnmider, witliin tlie 
space of twenty-four liour-s,) it is not surprising that the army was not carried 
forward until the second day after the action, ftom the necessity of the Generals 
vot. m. N 
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lioing acquainted with the actual atate of things and of their army, and proceed- 
ing accordingly. 

‘ It appears that the Convention of Cintra, in its progress and conclusion, or at 
least all the principal articles of it, were not ohiectod to hy the 5 distinguished 
Lieut. Generals of tliat army ; and other General ofllccvs who were on that ser- 
vice, whom we have had an opportunity to examine, have also concurred in the 
great advantages that were immediately gained to the country of Portugal, to llie 
army and navy, and to the geuend service, hy the conclusion of the Convention 
at that time. 

‘ On a consideration of all circumslimces, as set forth in this Ueport, wo most 
humbly submit our opinion that no further military proceeding is necessary mi the 
subject ; because, howsoever soinc of us may dill'er in onv sentiments respecting 
the fitness of the Convention in the relative situation of the two armies, it is our 
unanimous declaration, that imquestiunahlo zeal and lirmnoss appear throughout 
to have been exhibited hy Lieut. Gena. Sir H. Dalrymple, Sir H. Uurvard, and 
Sir A. IV ellesley, as well as that the ardor and gallantry of the rest of the officers 
and soldiers on every eccasiou during this expedition have done honor to tlie 
troops, and reflected lustre on your Majesty’s arms. 

‘ All wliich is most dutifully submitted. 

‘ David Dondas, Gen, * Pembroke, Lieut. Gen. 

•Moika, Gen. ‘G. Nooext, Lieut. Gen. 

‘ Peter Chaio, Gen. ‘ Oe. Nicolls, Lieut. Gen. 

‘ HEATiiriELB, Gen. 

‘a2dX)cfl. 1808.’ 

H.U.H. tliQ Commander in Chief to Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dalrymplo. 

Horse Guards, 20th Jim. ISO!). 

In obedience to Ilia Majesty’s comnumds to nic, received through the Sec. of 
State, I transmit to you the ouclosod copy of a paper containing the decision 
which His Majesty has taken upon the review of the proceedings of the Board of 
Inquiry, together with the copy of Lord CastlevoagVs dispatch, which accom- 
panied it. 

Vise. Castleteagh to H.R.H. the Commander in Chief. Downing Street, IBtli Jiui. 1800. 

The proceedings of the Board of General officers, appointed by His Majesty to 
inquire into, and to report upon, the Armistice and Convention, lately concluded 
in Portugal, which were comnumicated to me hy the Judge Advoonto-Geij., at 
the desire of your Royal Highness, for the infbrmation of His Mnjo.sty’a ministers, 
having been fully considered, and tlicir opinion thcrenpon humbly submitted for 
His Majesty’s consideration : 1 have received the King’s commands to tvansmit 
to your Royal Highness the decision Uis Majesty has taken upon the revinw of 
these proceedings, a copy of which your Royal Highness will receive enclosed ; 
and to desire that yonr Royal Highness will he pleased to cause tho necessary 
communication to be made to Lieut, Gen. Sir H. Dalrymple accordingly. 

Visol Costlereagh to H.R.H, tlie Commander in Cliief. Downing Street, IRth Jan. 1809. 

The King has taken into his consideration the report of tho Board of Inquiry, 
together with the dooiunents and opinions thereunto amiexod. 

While His Majesty adopts the unanimous opinion of the Board, timt no further 
military proceeduig is necessary to be had upon the transactions referred to their 
investigation, Ilis^ Majesty does not intend, thereby, to convey any expression of 
His Majesty’s satisfaction at the terms and conditions of tho Armistioo or Con- 
vention. 

When those instruments ware first laid before His Majesty, the King, reserving 
fev invcsligation those parts of the definitive Convention in which Uis Majesty’s 
immediate interests wove conourned, caused it to ho signified to Sir H. Dalrymple, 
hy His Miycsty's Sec. of State, that His Majesty, nevertlieless, fell himself ooni- 
pelled at once to express his disapprobation of those articles in which stipulations 
were made directly aifecting tho iuteresta or feelings of tho Spanish and l^ortu^nese 
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At the close of the inquiry, the King (abstaining from any observations upon 
other parts of tho Convention) repeats his disapprobation of those articles, His 
Majesty deeming it necessary that his sentiments should he clearly understood, as 
to the impropriety and danger of the unauthorised admission into Military Con- 
ventions of articles of such a description, which, especially when incautiously 
framed, may lead to the must injurious consequences. 

His Majesty cannot forbear further to observe, that Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Dal- 
ryrnple's delaying to transmit, for his information, tlie Armistice concluded on the 
22d Aug., until the 4th Sept., when he, at the same time, transmitted tlie 
ratiiicd Convention, was calculated to produce great public inconvenience, and 
that such public inconvenience did, in fact, result therefrom. 


To the Duke of Richmond. London, 23rd Nov. ISOS. 

#«««««* 

Tlie Court of Inquiry is going on as well as I could wish. I made my 
statement respecting the Armistice and the Convention yesterday ; and I 
was obliged to go further into the subject tlian I intended, owing to the 
attacks which Sir H. Dalrymple had made upon me, not only on the 
opening of the Court, but in his uan-ative of his proceedings. The con- 
sequence is, that he cannot escape censure. If he Lad done what a gentle- 
man ought to have done, and what he has done before the Court of Inquiry, 
viz. relieve me from the responsibility of negotiating the Armistice in his 
answer to tho letter of the Sec. of State, by which my letter of Gth Oct. 
was communicated to him ; and if he had not attacked me when he first 
addressed the Court of Inquiry, and in his narrative, I should have defended 
for him the measure of allowing the French to evacuate Portugal, and 
should not have said one word about the details of the Convention. I 
only hope that Burrard will he a little more fair, or a little more candid, 
than Sir Hew has been. You see that the papers have already changed 
their tone about the evacuation j and, excepting personal abuse of me and 
misrepresentation of what I have said, tliey do what one would wish. 

I will send you copies of my narrative of my own proceedings, and of 
my statement on the negotiations in reply to Sir H. Dalrymple. 

To the Duke of Richmond. London, 25th Nov. 1R08. 

# « « «> * 

I have received your two letters of the 21st. I will do what I can for 

, but, of course, just at present I have hut little communication 

with the Horse Guards, and that little is by letter. 

The Court of Inquiry is going on as well as I could wish. 

The news from Spain is very bad. Blake is certainly defeated, and his 
army dispersed. The French are at Valladolid, and the head of Moore’s 
column at Salamanca, and Baird at Lugo, in Galicia. Baird says that 
his communication with Moore will be cut off. It is obvious that these 
British corps cannot form a junction in Sjiain, and Moore must retire into 
Portugal, and Baird to the sea, and embark, in order to join at all. I 
don’t think the British corps in any danger. Moore is certainly a most 
unlucky fellow ! 

K 2 
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To the Duke of Riclimond. London, SOfli Nov. 1S08. 

Tliere is nothing new. I don’t believe the stories in the newspapers of 
Blake’s victories ; nor do I believe tliat his defeat has been so complete 
as Bail'd has stated it to be : but, from all I have seen and heard of the 
Spanish armies, I am very well convinced that, if they ore not already de- 
feated and dispersed, they will be so before long. It does not appear to 
me that either Moore or Baird is in any danger. 

The Court of Inquiry have adjourned till next Tuesday, to give time to ' 

to come over. We expect him every moment ; and I imagine 

that what remains to be investigated will not take more than 2 or 3 days. 

I hope, therefore, to be able to leave town for Ireland by the end of the 
week. 

To Lord Burghoish. Dublin Castle, 11th Jon. 1809. 

I have received your letter of the Bth, and I have put the memorial of 
your friend in a train of examination, and tliat which can be done will be 
done for him. 

The report of the Court of Inquiry is indeed an extraordinary pro- 
duction. Opinions, like colors, ai'e now matters of taste, and may in this 
view of them be inconsistent with each other. But a Court of this de- 
scription ought, if it touches facta, to state Uiem correctly; and a prin- 
cipal member, if ,he observes upon the subject, ought not to pass unnoticed 
or to contradict the principal fact hearing upon the question on which he 
observes. 

To the Duke of Richmond. London, 22d Jmi. 1800. 

I arrived here on Saturday evening, and found that tlio government had 
been in much greater strength on the first day of the session than they had 
expected, and the opposition very weak ; and I understand that the spirit 
of both houses is fhvorable to us, and that tlie attendance is likely to bo 
good. 

I have seen Lord Liverpool, and he has desired me to tell you that, if 
you should find any of the counties determined to assemble in the manner 
pointed out by the Act of Parliament, to petition the Lord Lieutenant to 
proclaim any districts under the Insurrection Act, it is desirable that you 
should consult the Chancellor and tlie Chief Justices, and that you should 
transmit your own and their opinion, and the grounds upon which it is 
formed, in a dispatch to him ; in order that he may take tho opinion of the 
Cabinet upon the measure of proclaiming any district, before you should 
adopt it. Ho says, however, that if you should be of opinion that it would 
he advisable to proclaim any district us soon as possible after the gentle- 
men of llio county will have petitioned that it should be procdiilincd, ho 
begs that you will consider the dispatch written to you last year as con- 
taining the icing’s authority to do so ; and that in this case you need not 
wait to receive the opinion of tlio Cabinet. 

Charles Stewart arrived in town on Saturday morning, bringing dismal 
accounts of the state of the army which liod arrived at Coruna on tho 11th, 
closely followed by Soult’s corps, which arrived there on tho 13th. The 
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transports were at Vigo, and did not arrive till the 14th. Paget arrived 
this evening, and brings an account of an action fought on Monday, in 
which the French were defeated and repulsed with considerable loss ; but 
Moore was killed; and Baird badly wounded, his arm had been carried 
off by a cannon ball at the socket. The amy had embarked in the night, 
Monday, and on the morning of Tuesday ; and it is believed the whole 
were on hoard, and the wind was fair to take them out of Conula, Con- 
sidering the situation of the army, I think this action a fortunate event, 
noUvithstanding the loss of these two men; for I doubt whether they could 
have come off at all, and I am convinced they could not have come off with 
honor, if the French had not attacked them. 

I believe the whole are coming home ; hut this is secret. 

To Major Gens. Spencer and Hill, to Brig. Gens. Acland, Nightingall, Bowes, and 
Crauiiurd ; and also to Major Gen. Ferguson and Brig. Gen. Fane, to whom, being mem- 
bers of the House of Commons, die wo^ in italics are not to be addressed. 

London, 2Stb Jan. 1S09. ^ 

I have the honor to communicate to you, by order of the House of 
Lords, the unanimous resolution of their Lordships, and, by order of the 
House of Commons, the resolution of the Commons, declaring the appro- 
bation of those bodies respectively of your conduct while serving with the 
army under my command in Portugal. 

I beg leave to congratulate you upon receiving this distinguished reward 
of your distinguished conduct in Portugal. 

P.S. I request you to communicate the resolutions of the Houses of 
Lords and Commons to the staff ofiScers who served under your directions 
in Portugal. 

To the Commanding officers of regiments and corps. London, 28th Jon. 1809. 

I enclose, by order of the House of Lords, the unanimous resolutions of 
their Lordships, and, by order of the House of Commons, the resolutions of 
the Commons, declaring the approbation of those bodies respectively of 
the conduct of the General and other officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and soldiers composing the army lately under my command in Portugal, 
while serving in that country. 

I beg you will communicate to the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and soldiers under your command, these honorable marks of the approba- 
tion of the houses of Parliament of their exemplary conduct. 

Memorandum on the defence of Portugal. London, 7th March, 1809. ' 

I have always been of opinion that Portugal might he defended, what- 
ever might be the result of the contest in Spain ; and that in the mean 
time the measures adopted for the defence of Portugal would he highly 
useful to the Spaniards in their contest with the French. 

My notion was, that the Portuguese military establishments, upon the 
footing of 40,000 militia and 30,000 regular troops, ought to be revived ; 
and that, in addition to these troops. His Majesty ought to employ an army 
in Portugal amounting to about 20,000 British troops, including about 
4000 cavalry. My opinion was, that even if Spain shoffld have been con- 
quered, the French would not have been able to overrun Portugal with a 
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smaller force than 100,000 men ; and that, as Jong as tlie contest should 
contimie in Spain, this force, if it could he put in a state of activity, 
would bo highly useful to the Spaniards, and might eventually have 
decided the contest. 

It is obvious, however, that the military establishments of Portugal 
could not be revived without very extensive pecuniary assistance and poli- 
tical support from this comitry ; imd the only mode in which it appeared 
to he safe, or even practicable, to give tliis assistance and support, or to 
interfere at all in a military way iu the concerns of Portugal, was to trust 
tlio King’s Ambassador at Lisbon to give or withhold such sums as ho 
might think necessary for the support of military estahlishmoiits only, 
and to instruct him to see that the revenues of Portugal, whatever they 
might be, were in the first instance applied to the same objects. By the 
operation of these powers and instractions, it is probable that ho would 
have had a complete control over the measures of the Portuguese govern- 
ment ; and we might have expected by this time to have in the field an 
efficient Portuguese army. 

As it was not possible, however, to adopt these measures at that time, 
and as tlie attention of the government has necessai'ily been drawn to other 
objects, it is probable that Um military estahlisliments of Portugal have 
miide but Utile progress ; and in considering the extent of the British 
force required for the defence of that country, and the other measures to 
be adopted, the small extent of the Portuguese force, and the probability 
of an early attack by the enemy, must be considered on the one hand j 
and, on the other, the oontinuanco of the contest in Spain, and the proba- 
bility that a very large French force will not be disposable in a very short 
period of time for the attack upon Portugal. 

I would still rocommend the adoption of the political measures above 
suggested, with a view to Uie revival of the military establishments in 
Portugal. It is probable that the expense of these measures will not in 
this year exceed a million sterling. But if they sliould succeed, and the 
contest should continue in Spain and in Portugal, Die benefit which will 
accrue from them will he more Umn adequate to the expense incurred. 

The British force employed in Portugal should, in this view of the 
question, not he less than 30,000 men, of which number 4000 or 6000 
should bo cavalry ; and. there should he a largo body of artillery. 

The extent of force in cavalry and artillery, above required, is because 
the Portuguese military establishments must necessarily bo deficient in 
these two branches; and British or Gorman cavalry and artillery must he 
employed with the Portuguese infantry. 

The whole of the army in Portugal, Portuguese as well as British, 
should he placed under tlie command of British officers. The Staff of Hie 
army, the Commissariat in particular, must he British ; and those depart- 
ments must be extensive iu proportion to the strength of the whole army 
which will act in Portugal, to the number of detached posts which it will 
he necessary to occuiiy, and in n view to Hie difficulHcs of providing and 
distributing supplies in Hint country. In regard to the detail of Hieso 
measures, I recommend that the British army in Portugal should be 
reinforced as soon as possible with some companies of British riflemen, 
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with 3000 British or German cavalry j that the complement of ordnance 
with that army should be made 30 pieces of cannon, of which 2 brigades 
of 9 pounders; tliat these pieces of ordnance should be completely 
horsed; that 20 pieces of brass (12 pounders) ordnance upon travelling- 
carriages should be sent to Portugal, with a view to the occupation of 
certain positions in the country ; that a corps of engineers for an army of 
60,000 men should be sent there, and a corps of artillery for 60 pieces 
of cannon. 

I understand that the British army now in Portugal consists of 20,000 
men, including cavalry. It should be made up 20,000 infantry at least, as 
soon as possible, by additions of riflemen and other good infantry, which 
by this time may have been refitted after the campaign in Spain. The re- 
inforcements may follow, as the troops shall recover from their fatigues. 

The first measures to be adopted are to complete the army in Portugal 
with its cavalry and artillery, and to horse the ordnance as it ought to be. 
As soon as this shall be done the General and Staff ofiScers should go out ; 
as it may be depended upon that os soon as the newspapers shall have 
announced the departure of ofilcers for Portugal, the French armies in 
Spain will receive orders to make their movements towards Portugal, so 
as to anticipate our measures for its defence. We ought therefore to have 
every thing on the spot, or nearly so, before any alarm is created at home 
respecting our intentions. 

Besides the articles above enumerated, 30,000 stands of arras, clothing, 
and shoes, for the Portuguese army, should be sent to Lisbon as soon as 
possible. 

To the Rt Hon. Roht. Dundoa. London, 17tli March, 1808. 

I return your paper, which I have perused with great attention. Tlie 
object of Munro’s alteration appears to be nothing more than to appoint a 
Commissary General, whose particular business shall be to superintend the 
execution of their duties by the different jiaymasters of districts, acting m 
the capacities of garrison storekeepers and commissaries of provisions. 
This alteration of the system may be desirable, as it is quite impossible 
for the military board to superintend immediately the execution of the 
duties. But the alteration of the system should be limited to the appoint- 
ment of a Coramissaiy General : the arrangements ought to be left as 
they now are ; and it is possible that the improvements which the Com- 
missary General may introduce into the department may occasion savings 
which may compensate for the expense of the salary and establishments. 
As an additional saving, I should recommend that the Commissary General 
might be the garrison storekeeper at the Presidency. But I doubt whether 
the saving on this head will prove groat ; there are several causes which 
lead to die expense and abuse of this department which no regulation can 
remedy. One of ‘them is the want of good granaries in all the newly con- 
quered countricE, and another is the large quantities of vermin in the 
granaries, which destroy grain ; another the climate, which destroys much 
of the rice when beat out of the husk, and which will not keep in the husk 
more than one or two seasons in those countries in which heavy rains fall. 
To these evils, for which there is no remedy, may be added the dishonesty 
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of tlie Native servants, who cannot even under tlie best rogulatioms be 
charged with the care of the stores : and it must bo obvious that they have 
more scope for their rogueiy in the care of grain than they have in any 
otirer article. 

This circumstance would afford good reasons for not involving the 
Company in the ruinous sale and purchase of stores, for it may be certain 
that the Native servants, and not improbably the European slorclceeper, 
derive a profit from both the sale and repurchase. But this is a point of 
the department which might bo better settled by the Commissary General 
upon the spot, and, indeed, the use of such an officer would be to super- 
intend the execution of the detail of the duties of the department. 

What I have above stated refers to a state of peace. Munro is much 
mistaken if he supposes that the Commander in Chief at Fort St. George 
can ever relieve himself in war, from this responsible part of his duty, by 
the appointment of a Commissary General. A Commissary General may 
often, upon the expectation of war and in the preparation for military 
operations, be useful in pointing out to the Commandei- in Chief the sup- 
plies ho would require, and where they were to be stored ; but the Com- 
mander in Chief of an army in India, as well as in every other country, 
must be his own Commissary General if he means that his army is to be fed. 

I enclose to you the copy of a memorandum, which I gave to Lord Wed- 
lesley when I was in India, at the moment Lord Lake’s army was in such 
distress for provisions, pointing out the detful of the mode in which I had 
conducted this branch of the service.* You will observe the extent and 
variety of the details which it embraces, and how impossible it would be 
for any man, excepting the Commander in Chief himself, to superintend 
them and to combine them for the public service. 

In discussing these questions I observe tliat neither Munro nor Gen. 
Macdonell, nor Mr. Petrie, have adverted to the supplies or tlie operations 
of the army under ray command. In feet, tlie business was then carzied 
on chiefly in conformity with the regulations; and I was never stopped for 
one moment for want of supplies. It is true, however, that we paid more 
tlian ordinary attention to this branch of the service. 

To tlio Duko of Richmond. London, 2Sth March, 1809. 

I intended to write to you yesterday, but was prevented, to inform you 
that Lord Castlereagh had offered me the command of tlie troops in Poi*- 
tugal, which I have, of course, accepted. This will separate me from you, 
at which I feel much concern ; but I will take care to leave all your busi- 
ness in good order, and to infoi’in the person who will be appointed to 
succeed me, whoever he may be, of all your plans, and of the mode in 
wbieh I intended to have carried through the measures of government in 
this session of Parliament. 

Sir E. Littlehales has written to me respecting leave of absence for him- 
self ; but I rather think that, as I am to leave yon, you will find it more 
convenient that he should not quit Ireland, at least till ray successor shall 
have token possession of his office, which I suppose he will not do till 
after the session of Parliament in Juno. 

* See vo]. i., p. 1354. * 
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To Dom Domingos (le Souza Coudniio.* Portsmouth, 13 th April, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th inst., and I 
am much flattered by the regret you express that it was not in my power 
to wait upon you on Saturday last. I considered it important, however, 
not to delay my departure for one moment after I had received my in- 
structions from His Majesty’s ministers, and I had made all the arrange- 
ments to which it was necessary that I should attend previous to my 
departure from England. If I had suspected that I should have been 
detained here by contrary winds till this time, I should have had great 
pleasure in waiting upon you. 1 am likewise much flattered by your 
expressions of satisfaction upon my appointment to command in Portugal. 

1 only hope that I may arrive there in time to he of any service, and you 
may depend upon my making every exertion which zeal for the Portu- 
guese nation and for the honor of His Majesty’s arms can induce me to 
make. 

I shall pay attention to the different subjects to which you have re- 
ferred in your letter; and I shall do every Aing in my power to satisfy 
the government and people of Portugal in respect to them, and to con- 
ciliate their good will upon all others. 

I recommend to you to mention to M^. Canning your wishes, that a 
part of the ammunition and arms intended for the kingdom of Portugal 
should be sent to Oporto ; and that the ammunition should be sent out 
made up, rather than that the materials should be sent; as he will be 
more able than I am to effect the alterations which you desire. 

I am apprehensive, however, that to send a part of the arms and am- 
munition intended for Portugal to Oporto may interfere with another 
arrangement which Mr. Canning had in contemplation, to make Lisbon 
the dep6t of all the stores intended by Great Britain for the service of 
His Majesty’s allies in the Peninsula. 

To the Duke of Richmond. Portsmouth, 14th April, 1800. 

I am still detained here by contrary winds, wbich have blown for these 

2 days past with considerable violence, f 

In the mean time affairs are in a critical state in Portugal. We have 
accounts from thence of as late a date as the 3rd April. Soult, who had 
advanced from Galicia, and had defeated some small Portuguese corps at 
Chaves and Braga, had advanced to Oporto, which town he took on the 
29th March. His corps consisted of about 15,000 men. There was 
another French corps, of about 10,000 men, advancing from Salamanca, 
and had arrived at San Felices, on the road to Almeida. 

Marshal Victor, at the head of another, consisting of about 35,000, had 
lately driven the Spanish army, under Cuesta, from the bridge at Almaraz, 
upon the Tagus; and had since destroyed Cuesta’s army, in an action 
fought upon the Guadiana; and had afterwards arrived about the 1st 
April at Badajoz, 

* Portuguese minister at the Court of London, aflei^rards Conde de Funchal. 

f The frigate, in which Sir A. Wellesley sailed, was very nearly lost in 

very bad weatlier, at the back of the Ide of Wight, in the night after quitting Spithead. 
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Hill’s corps entered the Tagus on the 4tli or 5th, having been seen by 
the vessel which brought the last accounts ; so that by the 5th or 'Jth we 
shall have about 22,000 British troops in the neighbourhood of Lisbon, 
and wlmtover Portuguese troops they may have. 

The plan of operations for the French will be to move Victor’s corps 
from Badajoi? to Abrantes ; then cross the Tagus ; and as soon ns that 
corps is ready to move on towards Lisbon, to bring on the other two 
weaker corps from Oporto and Salamanca; and the wliolo to join in the 
neighbourhood of Santarem ; unless, indeed, they should bo certain that 
Cradock cannot move, in which cose tliey will move down according as 
they may find it convenient. 

As soon as tire junction and co-operation of the three French corps 
shall he secure, they will detach from 5000 to 10,000 across the Tagus to 
the southern bank, where we have not a man, either British or Portuguese. 
They will post this corps upon the heights of Almada, which, you will 
recollect, are opposite Lisbon, and in their continuation command the 
harbour. As soon as they will have possession of this ground, the Admi- 
ral will find out that he cannot remain there with his ships of war ; and 
the General, tliat he cannot embark Ms troops ; and by this manceuvro 
alone the French will obtain possession of Lisbon, most probably before I 
shall arrive there. If tlicy should not make this detachment, I have no 
doubt that Lisbon may be, and will bo, defended ; and I have long deter- 
mined to fortify the heights of Almada, so os to bo able to hold them with 
a small body of men, os the first atop I should take upon my arrival. 

You shall hear from mo constantly. 


To tlio Rt. Hon. J. Villiors.* Lisbon, SSid April, 1809. 

I shall attend to your suggestion in respect to tlie Commanding officer 
of the artillery and chief engineer. 

Upon considering the subject well, I tliink it boat that Boresford should 
come here, unless he should apprehend any inconvenience to the public 
service from his absence from his corps, principally on the score of its 
discipline. I write to him on this subject ; and shall be obliged to you if 
you will order a boat for him to Santarem. 

To Marshal Beroaford. Lisbon, 23(1 April, 1809. 

I arrived here yesterday, having had a passage of one week from Ports- 
mouth. The fieet, having on board my horses, the 2 regiments of heavy 
dragoons, and some horses for the artillery, sailed, I believe, on tlie day 
after I did, and may be expected in a day or two. The 24th foot may 
likewise be expected from Jersey, and likewise a brigade of light infantry 
from England, and a regiment of hussars. 

The expectation of the immediate arrival of some of these troops, and 
tlie consideration of tlie vnidous difterent arnuigenuiiits to ho made, and 
which can be made only hero, in respect to tmnsport, commisstuiat, staff, 
the defence of Lisbon and the Tagus, and eventually the defence of the 
Eastern frontier, during the absence of the army to the northward, siip- 


^ Aftertvonls Burl of Clorcuilun. 
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posing it shoulcl be decided to undertake the expedition against Soult, 
will, I fear, detain me here for a few days ; and it occurs to me tliat time 
will be saved, and much advantage will result from your being here. 
Accordingly, I wish that you could make it convenient to yourself to 
come here as soon as possible. 

If, however, you should be of opinion that it would be inconvenient to 
the public service, on account of the state of discipline of the Portuguese 
troops, or for any other reason, that you should absent yourself from them ; 
or if the journey should be inconvenient to yom'self, f request you not to 
come ; and I must only delay decidmg upon tliose points of the subject on 
which it is advisable that I should have your opinion till we meet. 

P. S. Pray let Cradock know if you should determine to come down. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Cradock, K.B. Lisbon, 23rd April, 1S09. 

Mr. Villiers will have informed you of my arrival here yesterday, and 
of the concurrence of my opinion with that which you appear to entertain 
in respect to the further movement to the northward. 

I conclude you will have determined to halt the army at Leiria. I 
think that before any further steps are taken in respect to Soult, it would 
be desirable to consider the situation of Victor, how far he is enabled to 
make an attack upon Portugal, and the means of defence of the Eastern 
frontier, while the British army shall be to the northward ; and eventually 
the means of the defence of Lisbon and the Tagus, in case this attack 
should be made upon this country. 

All these subjects must have been considered by you, and I fear in no 
very satisfactory point of view, as you appear to have moved to the north- 
ward unwillingly ; and I should be glad to talk them over with you, in 
order to be able to consider some of them, and make various arrangements 
which can be made only here. I have asked Beresford also to come, if he 
should not deem his absence from the Portuguese troops in their present 
state likely to be disadvantageous to the Portuguese service, and I have 
desired him to let you know M'hether he will come or not. 

It might possibly also be more agi'eeable and convenient to you to see 
me here than with the army, and if this should be the cose, it would be a 
most desirable arrangement to meet you here : I beg, however, that you 
will consider this proposition only in a view to your own convenience and 
wishes. If you should come down, I should be much obliged to you if 
you would bring with you the Adjutant and Quarter Master Generals, the 
Chief Engineei', the Commanding officer of Artillery, and the Commissary 
General. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Fieie,* Lisbon, 24th April, 1800. 

I arrived here the day before yesterday, and I propose to take the com- 
mand of the army in this country, as soon tis 1 shall have communicated 
with Sir J. Cradock. 

I conclude that Sir John has kept you informed of the movements of 


Mr. Frere wns Ambassailor to the Conit of Spain, and os such accompanied the Central 
Junta wiieiiiver it went. It was at this time at Seville. 
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tlie French, in the nortli of Portugal. I do not find that there has been 
any material alteration lately in their position. They have not passed 
tlie Vouga, to the southward, nor have tliey extended themselves into 
Tras 08 Montes since the loss of Chaves. But they have made some 
movements towards the Taraaga, which divides Tras os Montes from 
Minlio; and it is supposed tlioy intend to acquire for themselves the 
option of retreating into Spain through Tras os Montes, if they should be 
pressed by the British troops. 

I intend to move towards Soult, and attack him, if I should bo able to 
make any arrangement in the neighbourhood of Abrantes, which can give 
me any security for the safety of this place during my absence to the 
northwai-d. I am not quite certain, however, that I should not do more 
good to the general cause by combining with Gen. Cuesta in an operation 
against Victor ; and I believe I should prefer tliis last, if Soult were not 
in possession of a part of this country which is very fertile in resources 
and of the town of Oporto, and if to concert the operations with Gen. 
Cuesta would not take time which might be profitably employed in ope- 
rations against Soult. 

I think it probable, however, that Soult will not remain in Portugal 
when I shall pass the Mondego : if he docs, I shall attack him. If he 
should retire, I am convinced that it would be most advantageous for the 
common cause, that wc should remain on the defensive in the north of 
Portugal, and act vigorously in co-oporation with Cuesta against Victor. 

In the first place, I do not know that, singly, I should bo equal to tlie 
French force in Galicia; and I am convinced that a movement of the 
British force into that province, inasmuch as it would oblige the French 
to collect their force, would put an end for tlie moment to the war of the 
peasantry, which has hitherto been so successful, has been so distressing 
to the enemy, and, in fact, prevents them from doing all tlie mischief 
which their position would enable them to do. 

An operation against Victor is attended by those advantages. If suc- 
cessful, it effectually relieves Seville and Lisbon, and in case affairs should 
take such a turn as to enable the King’s ministers to make another great 
effort for the relief of Spain, the corps under my command in Portugal 
will not he removed to such a distance from tlie scene of operations as to 
render its co-operation impossible, and we may hope to see tlie effect of a 
great effort made by a combined and concentrated force. 

It is true, that Galicia and otlier parts, which might be relieved by a 
different and a more dispersed application of our force, will continue for 
some time longer in tlie possession of the enemy ; but tliis must be recol- 
lected, that the relief of Galicia is certain, if this great effort, which I 
have supposed may be made, should be successful ; and it is probable that 
relief proemnd by these means would bo permanent. 

I am convinced that the French will be in serious danger in Spain 
only when a great force shall be assembled which will oblige them to 
collect their troops ; and this combined operation of tho force in this 
country, wMithat under Gen. Cuesta, may be the groundwork of furtlier 
measures of the same and a more extended description. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will communicate to me 
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any information you may have ofthe strength and position of the different 
French corps now in Spain. 

To the Rt. Hon. 3. ViUiera. Lisbon, 21th April, 1809, 

I enclose my letter to Mr. Frere, which, you will observe, is important; 
and it is very desirable that it should not fall into the hands of die enemy, 
or that, if it does, he should not at an early period discover its contents. 
If you should think that the messenger is in any danger of being taken, it 
will be necessary, I should think, either to caution him particularly to 
destroy this letter, or to put it into cipher. 

To Visch Casdeieagh. Lisbon, 24th April, 1809. 

Having heard from the Admiral that he intends to send the Statira to 
England at an early hour to-morrow morning, I shall not suffer that 
opportunity to pass by without writing to you, although I have b«t little 
to tell you. 

I arrived here on Saturday, and found that Sir J. Cradock and Beres- 
ford had moved up the country to the northward with the troops under 
their command respectively, the former to Leiria, and the latter to 
Thomar. Sir J. Cradock does not, however, appear to have entertained 
any decided intention of moving forward; on the contrary, indeed, ha 
appears, by his letters to Mr. Villiers, to have intended to go no farther, 
till he should hear that Victor’s movements were decided ; and, therefore, 

I consider affairs in this country to be exactly in the state in which, if I 
found them, it was the intention of the King’s ministers that I should 
assume the command ; and accordingly I propose to assume it as soon as 
I shall communicate with Sir J. Cradock. I have written to him and to 
Gen. Beresford, to apprise them that I conceive advantages will result 
from our meeting here, and I expect them both here as soon as possible. 

In respect to the enemy, Soult is still at Oporto, and he has not pushed 
his posts to the southward farther than the river Vouga. He has nothing 
in Tras os Montes, since the loss of Chaves, of which you have been most 
probably apprised ; but he has some posts on the river Tamaga, which 
divides that province from Minho ; and it is supposed tliat he wishes to 
secure for himself the option of retreating through Tras os Montes into 
Spain, if he should find it necessary. 

Gen. Silveira, with a Portuguese corps, is in Tras os Montes; but I am 
not acquainted with its strength or its composition. 

Gen. Lapisse, who commands the corps which it was supposed, when I 
left England, was marching from Salamanca into Portugal, has turned off 
to his left, and has marched along the Portuguese frontier to Alcantara, 
where he crossed the Tagus, and thence he went to Merida, on the 
Guadiona, where he is in communication with, indeed I may say part of^ 
the army of Victor. He has an advanced post at Montijo, nearer to the 
Portuguese frontier than Merida. Victor has continued at Medellin 
since the action witli Cuesta. He is either fortifying himself at that post, 
or making an entrenched camp there. Cuesta is at Llerena, collecting a 
force again, which it is said will soon be 25,000 infantry, and 6000 
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cavalry, a part of them good troops. I know nothing of the Marques de 
la Koinana, or of anything to the northward of Portugal. 

I intend to move upon SouU ns soon as I can make some arrangement 
on which I can depend for the defence of the Tagus, cither to impede or 
delay Victor’s progress, in case lie should come in while I am absent. I 
should prefer an attack upon Victor in concert with Cuesta, if Soult was 
not in possession of a fertile province of this kingdom 'and of the 
favorite town of Oporto, of which it is most dcsirahlo to deprive him ; 
and if any operation upon Victor, connected with Cucsta’s movements, 
would not require time to concert it, which may as well be employed in 
dislodging Soult from the north of Portugal, and to bring the British army 
to the Eastern frontier. 

If the light brigade should not have left England when you receive 
this letter, I trust that you will send them off without loss of time j and I 
request of you to desire the officer commanding them to endeavor to get 
intelligence as he shall go along the coast, particularly at Avoiro, and the 
mouth of the Mondego ; and I wish tliat he should stop at the latter place 
for orders, if ho should find that the British army is engaged in opera- 
tions to the northward, and that he should not have alroiuly received 
orders at Avciro. The 23d light dragoons miglit also receive orders to a 
similar purport. The hussars, I conclude, will have sailed before this time. 

Wo arc much in want of craft hero, now that we are going to carry on 
an operation to the northward. Constant convoys will ho necessary, and 
the Admiral docs not appear to have the means in his power of su])plying 
all that is required of him. The 24tli regt. arrived this day. 

To Visot. CaBtloreagli. Lisbon, 21tli Ainil, 1809., 

I have arranged to send the transports to Cork to bring here 1100 horses, 
of which 800 are supposed to belong to the 23rd light dragoons, and 300 
to tlie Commissariat j hut I have not boon able to carry into effect that 
part of the arrangement which was settled in England in respect to those 
Commissariat horaes, for their cai’e on Uieir passage ; as the men of the 
English Commissai'iat, who were to liave been sent to Ireland in the empty 
transports for this purpose, are with the army at Loiria, and the transports 
would he delayed for some days, if I were to detain them till tliey should 
return from the army. 

I therefore heg leave to suggest to you to have directions given to 
Lieut. Col. Seymour,* of the 23rd light dragoons, to have 100 men with 
officers and non-commissioned officers of the 23rd, attached to the horses 
of the Commissariat, to take care of them on the passage from Cork to 
Lisbon. 


To Vice AJin. tlio IIuii. G. Berkeley. LiBbon, 2f)lb April, 1809. 

I have the honor to inform you, that I received directions from the 
Secretary of State, to request you to send tonnage to Cork of the horse 
ships now in the Tagus, to convey to Lisbon 1100 horses under such 
convoy as you may think necessary. 

* Aftcnvunls Serjeunt al Anns. 
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I shall be very much obliged to you if you would give dircctious upon 
this subject, in order to carry into execution the wishes of His Majesty’s 
government. 

To Visct. Castlereagh. Lisbon, 27th April, 1809. 

I arrived here on the 22nd inst., and having communicated with Lieut. 
Gen. Sir J. Cradock to put me in orders on the 25th, I have assumed the 
command of the army. 

The whole of the British array in Portugal are assembled at Leiria and 
Alcobaqa, with the exception of the 2nd batt. 30th regt., in garrison at 
Lisbon ; of the 16th light dragoons, on its march to join the army ; and of 
the 2nd batt. 24th regt., the 3rd dragoon guards, and the 4th dragoons, 
just landed. 

The corps of Marshal Soult is still in the north of Portugal, occupying 
the city of Oporto, with its advanced posts at Ovar. It is engaged witli 
its left in an attack upon Gen. Silveira on the Tamaga, with a view to 
open the province of Tras os Montes, for its communication with Spain. 
The corps of Gen. Lapisse, which had advanced from Salamanca, and had 
threatened an attack upon tlie province of Beira, hsa marched along the 
frontiers of Portugal to Alcantara, where it crossed the Tagus ; and it is 
now joined with that under the command of Marshal Victor, at Merida, 
upon the Guadiana. The corps of Marshal Victor has been upon the 
Guadiana, since the defeat of the Spanish army under Gen. Cuesta, with 
its advanced posts south of that river. 

Gen. Cuesta is at Llerena ; and I understand, by a communication from 
Mr. Frere to the Sec. of State, a copy of which has been sent here, that 
the Spanish government are taking measures to reinforce that General j 
and that he will move into Portugal, if Victor should take advantage of 
the absence of the British army engaged in operations to the northward 
of Portugal. 

Under these circumstances, I have determined forthwith to move to the 
northward. I purpose to take with me 6000 Portuguese troops, and die 
whole of the British troops now in Portugal, with the exception of the 
2nd hatt. 30th regt., the2ndhatt. 24th regt., die brigade of infantry under 
the command of Major Gen. Mackenzie, and the 3rd dragoon guards, and 
4th dragoons. These troops, with about 7000 Portuguese infantry and 
cavalry, will he left upon the Tagus to watch the movements of the enemy 
upon the frontier, and to guard the passages over the river, between 
Abrantes and Santarem. 

As soon as the enemy shall have evacuated the north of Portugal, it is 
my intention to return to the Eastern frontier of the Kingdom, and to co- 
operate with the Spanish General, Cuesta, against the army of Marshal 
Victor. 


G. O. Alt). Gen.'s UiTu-e, Lisbon, aiOi April, isiis. 

1. His Majesty has been pleased to appoint Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, K..B., to be 
Commander of bis Forces in Portugal, and his Excellency having arrived in this country 
to assume the command, all reports, apiilications, &o., am henceforward to be addressed to 
him through the usual chaimels. 
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To Visol. Cnstleiengli. Lisbon, 27l:b April, IROi). 

Upon the arrival of Gen. Berosford at Lisbon on the 25th inst., he in- 
formed me that he had had some communication with a French officer, 
through the means of M. — — , at Oporto, which announced a disposition in 
the officers of Soult’s corps to revolt, and to seize Soult and oUior prin- 
cipal officers of the army. 

On the night before last, a French officer, by the name of , arrived 

here, accompanied by Major Douglas,* who had been sent by Gen. Bercs- 
fordto the French advanced posts to confer with him; and I had yesterday 
an interview with tliis officer. He informed me that great discontent and 
dissatisfaction with die measures of Buonaparte prevailed throughout the 
French army, and particularly in the corps of Marshal Soult, which had 
Buffered, and was still suffering, extreme distress ; that dissatisfaction had 
long prevailed on various accounts, particularly the conscription, hut had 
been greatly increased by a sense of the injustice of the measures adopted 
in respect to Spain, and die seizure of the king ; and that a large propor- 
tion of the officers of the army of Soult were determined to revolt, and to 
seize the General and other principal officers of the army, supposed to ho 
particularly attached to the interests of Buonaparte, if that army should he 
pressed hy the troops under my command, so as to oblige Soult to concen- 
trate in situations chosen with a view to their defence rather than widi a 
view to their subsistence. 

having met Major Douglas between the advanced posts of the two 

armies, and his communications having there appeared to tlic Major to bo 
so important, diat he thought it desirable that — ■ should see Gen. 
Beresford, he proposed that — — — shoidd come to Lisbon. I draw your 
Lordship’s attention to this fact, as it removes a suspicion which might 
otherwise attach to the whole subject. The objects of these communica- 
tions appear to be — first, to prevail upon us to press upon Soult’s corps ; 

and, secondly, to give to and two other captains of the French army 

passports to go to France. 

In respect to the first of these .objects, your Lordship is awaro that I 
had adopted a plan of operations which would have effected it ; and I must 
add, that in the different conversations with Major Douglas, Gen. Bores- 

ford, and me, , in pressing that plan upon us, advised us to watch the 

movements of the enemy on the left of the Tagus, while we should be 
engaged in operations to the northward. He was, at die same time, en- 
tirely ignorant of the situation of Victor, and of all the other French corps 
in Spain, excepting that of Ney. 

In respect to the second object, I asked particularly the reason 

he had for wishing to go to France at all, and those he had for 
wishing to go before any blow should bo struck. His answer was, that 

he wished to go in order to communicate to Generals , 

, and others dissatisfied with the existing order of things, the 

measures which the officers of Soult’s army had in contemplation, and 
which would certainly bo adopted if the army should bo at all pressed by 
us ; and that he wished to go at an early period, because it was certain 
that as soon as Buonaparte should receive intelligence of the event, he 
* Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Douglas, K.C.G., tlioii Lieut. Colimel in Hio Portuguese army. 
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would seize all suspected of being adverse to him, and would put an end 
to the hopes which were entertained that the same measures would become 
general throughout the French army. 

In the existing situation of affairs in Portugal I have considered it pro- 
per to refuse to attend to these communications. I have therefore asked 

the Admiral to give to passports for himself and two other Captains 

of the French army to go to France by sea ; in which says tljey will 

experience no difficulty, as Soult allows vessels of all nations to quit 
Oporto ; and the Commanding officers of the regiments to which they 
belong, being parties to the plan of revolt, are desirous and have the power 
to permit them to go. I have pledged myself no further ; and I have 

particularly desired Gen. Bercsford, in delivering his jjassports to , 

to request that he will inform his friends in the French army, that he 
asked from me, and only obtained, passports to go to France ; that I wish 
them success in the accomplishment of their objects ; hut that the line 
which I shall take upon them must depend upon the circumstances in 
which the French army shall stand at the moment tlie officers may seize 
their General. 

I acknowledge that I do not entertain any hopes that I shall be enabled 
to effect more to the northward than oblige Soult to retreat from Por- 
tugal. If circumstances should enable me to do more, the question 
whether the operations against the French army ought to be carried to 
extremities, or they should he allowed to seize their General and place 
themselves under our protection, becomes one of greater difficmlty ; 
upon which I am desirous, if possible, of having the opinion of His 
Majesty’s government. 

Your Lordship will observe, that I have not thought it proper to dis- 
courage the disposition which appears to prevail among the French 
officers ; at the same time that I have taken care not only not to pledge 
myself to any particular line of conduct, hut that those concerned .should 
understand that I do not consider myself pledged by anything that has 
passed. The successful revolt of a French army might he attended by 
the moat extensive and important consequences j whereas their defeat, or 
what is a more improbable event, their surrender, would affect only local 
interests and objects, excepting that either of these events would add to 
the reputation of His Majesty’s arms. 

In the consideration and decision of this question much must depend 
upon tlie minute circumstances attending the situation in which .each of 
the armies shall he placed at the moment ; but I consider it my duty to 
give the earliest intelligence to His Majesty’s ministers, in order, if pos- 
sible, that I may have the advantage of their opinion, and His Majesty’s 
commands, before I shall have to decide upon the line which I shall 
adopt. 

To Viset. Costlereagh. Lisbon, 2?th April, IS09. 

I have but little to add to my public dispatches of this date, I fully 
believe in the intentions of the French officers to revolt. The existence 
of this intention is confirmed by the recollection of what dropped from 
nearly every individual of the French army with whom I conversed when 
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I was in this country last year, and it is highly probable on other grounds. 
I doubt, however, whether it will be quite so eifey to carry their intentions 
successfully into execution ns their emUsnry appears to imagine ; and I 
also doubt whether it follows of course, ns is generally imagined by those 
with whom I have conversed hero upon this subject, that the successful 
revolt of this corps would be followed immediately by that of others ; and 

I am convinced that tlie mode proposed by , which will bo explained 

to you by Col. Baylcy, to accomplish that object, would not answer that 
purpose. It is, howevoi’, very certain, that the successful revolt of one 
French army would have a great effect, particularly in tliis part of tlio 
world ; and would probably do more for Spain than Spain would ever do 
for itself. In case there should he an opportunity, I should not wait for a 
revolt, but shall tiy my own means of subduing Soull. If this army 
should revolt, or, indeed, at all events, I an.viously renommend to you to 
set all your emissaries to work in Franco. I have no doubt of the detest- 
ation of Buonaparte by the people of tliat country. There is a very hlever 
follow in communication with Mr, , who ought to be useful to you. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will get all the ofllcnrs gazetted, 
who have been recommended for promotion, as serving in the Portuguese 
army. 1 shall set out for the army to-morrow morning. 

To Lieut. Qcn. Shcrlirodku. Lislion, !J7lh April, 1800. 

I have received your letter of the 25th, and I assure you that I derive 
great satisfaction from the renewal of our old connection and friondship; 
and that I am convinced I shall derive the greatest advantage from your 
advice and assistance. 

It is my intention to advance fortliwitli ui)on Soiiltj accoi'dingly, I 
request you, as soon ns you shall receive this letter, to send an olBeei' of 
the Q. M. G.’s department to Coimbra, to arrange the quarters there for 
the whole of tho Brilisli army with yon, including the Ifith light dra- 
goons, which are ordered forward, excepting Major Gim. Mackenzie’s 
brigade, which you will find otherwise disposed of in this letter. Tho 
officer will arrange at Coimbra for the reception not only of the British 
troops, but of about 6000 Portuguese troops, including 0.50 Portuguese 
cavalry. 

You will then commence your march on the 29th as follows ; * Gen. 
Hill’s corps, with the cavalry under Gen. Cotton, to Condeixa; Guards, 
and Stewart’s brigade, German light dragoons, and one brigade of artil- 
lery, from Leiria to Porabalj the troops at Alcolm^a to Leiriaj and the 
troops at Caldas to Alcoba<;a, 

On the 30th, Gen. Hill’s corps, and Gen. Cotton’s cavalry to Coimbra j 
Guards, Stewart’s brigade, cavalry, and artillery, to Condeixa; Tilson’s 
, and Campbell’s brigades of infantry, and one brigade of artillery, to 
Pombal ; Gen. Murray’s and Gon. Sonlag’s brigades to halt at Leiria ; 
Gen. Cameron’s brigade from Alcobocja to Leiria. 

Sir A. Wolleslcy, on joining llie army, issiieil liis iiwfrnctiiais to llio Q. M. fi. for fiift 
movement of the troupe tvlhch the Q. M. (i. oirciilateil tijrungb llio oflieere of liis ilcpiirt- 
mmt to the uSBceta commanding divisions, brigades, &c. Some of these iiietruotioiis 
previous to important affensive movements and liattles will be given. 
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On the 1st May, Guards, &c., cavalry and artillery, to Coimbra ; Til- 
son’s and Campbell’s brigades and artillery from Pombal to Condeixa ; 
Gen. Murray’s and Gen. Sontag’s brigades and artillery from Leiida to 
Pombal ; Gen. Cameron’s halt at Leiria. 

On the 2nd May, Tilson’s and Campbell’s brigade and artillei'y to 
Coimbra ; Gen. Murray’s and Sontag’s brigades and artillery from Pom- 
bal to Condeixa ; Gen. Cameron’s brigade from Leiria to Pombal. 

On the 3rd May, Gen. Murray’s and Sontag’s brigades and artillery to 
Coimbra ; Gen. Cameron’s from Pombal to Condeixa. 

On the 4th May, Gen. Cameron’s brigade to Coimbra. 

Gen. Mackenzie’s brigade, and a brigade of 6 pounders, to march on 
the 29th to Ourem, where he will halt till be shall find that the Portu- 
guese troops have passed on their march from Thomar to Coimbra. He 
will then mai'ch to Thomar. He shall receive further instructions from 
me for his guidance. 

Since writing the above, 1 have received your letter of the 26th. I 
have ordered the 16th light dragoons to move to Leiria, having taken 
measures for supplying them with forage at Rio Mai or, and having 
directed the Commanding officer to carry on 3 days’ forage upon the 
backs of his horses. When they shall arrive at Leiria, I request you to 
order tliera on with any one of the divisions of infantry, and you will then 
reduce that division by one brigade, and add that brigade to Gen. Came- 
ron’s, which will move up the last. Gen. Cameron, having arrived at 
Alcoba<;a, need not make any alteration in this arYiingeineiit. He may 
march on the 29th from Alcobaga to Leiria, Ijalt there on the 30th and 
1 St May, and move on the 2nd according to the arrangement. 

I propose to leave this place to-moirow, and shall be at Leiria by the 
29th, if possible, or at latest on the 30th, and I shall then go on to 
Coimbra. An Assistant Commissary must attend Gen. Mackenzie to 
Ourem, and he should take with him, if possible, 3 days’ provisions. 
The troops marching forwards should also take with them 3 days’ pro- 
visions, if possible; and, if that cannot be done, measures should be 
adopted, either to send that quantity after them, or to receive it on the 
road from Coimbra. A Commissary should likewise be sent to Coimbra, 
to prepare for the reception of the troops. 

I 

To the Junta of Spanish Rstremadura. Lisbon, 2Sth April, 1809. 

I have had the honor to receive the representation which you addressed 
to me yesterday, and I assure you that I am not insensible to the dangers 
which tlireaten the southern provinces of Spain and the Kingdom of Por- 
tugal. With every disposition to meet and avert those dangers, I am 
concerned that I have it not in ray power to do all that I wish ; and, par- 
ticularly as the security of the Kingdom of Portugal being the principal 
object entrusted to me, I cannot divert from it the forces which are neces- 
sary for the accomplishment of all the other objects which you have 
recommended to my attention. 

You must be awai’e that the forces of this Kingdom are but in their 
infancy in respect to organisation, discipline, and equipment ; and it is not 
with troops in this state that any reasonable expectation can be formed of 
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success against the veteran and disciplined troops of France, notwithstand- 
ing that I have every confidence in the valor, the zeal, and tho loyalty of 
the troops of Portugal. The safety of Portugal must therefore depend 
upon tlie exertions of the troops of His Majesty ; and I cannot venture to 
employ their services out of this Kingdom, although ultimately for its 
advantage and safety as well as for the general advantage, till the enemy 
who has invaded Portugal shall have been removed. 

There are some points, however, of your paper to which it is in my 
power to give immediate attention. 

1st. A corps has been ordered to take the field from the gamson of 
Elvas, and to act, as an army of observation, in co-operation with a similar 
corps from the garrison of Badajoz. 

2nd. The corps under the command of Sir R. Wilson is no longer in 
the neighbourhood of Alcantara, but has crossed the Mondego, and has 
approached the Douro. I doubt whether the corps .under the command 
of Col. Le Cor is sufficiently strong to occupy Alcantara, but I shall 
inquire if it should be so ; and I shall be happy to have it in my power to 
comply with your wishes in this respect. 

3rd. Upon this last point I must refer you to the commencement of this 
letter. I wish, and I liopc soon to have, an opportunity of concerting 
operations with Gen. Cuesta, and it will give me pleasure if they should 
be satisfactory to the Junta of Estremadura. 

To J. P. Boys, Esq., Dep. Paymaster Gon. Lisbon, 2Rtli April, IBOO. 

In order to obviate every inconvenience that might arise from the want 
of proper authority for granting warrants, for the regular payment of the 
subsistence for the troops who are, or may be hereafter stationed, at Lisbon, 
I have judged it expedient to authorise Lieut. Col. Walsh, of the 9th foot 
and Town Major of Lisbon, to grant warrants on Mr. Hunter, who will 
remain as Dep. Paymaster Gen. at Lisbon. You will therefore be pleased 
to direct him to pay all such warrants os may be regulaidy transmitted 
from Lieut. Col. Walsh, with the estimate which will accompany them, 
for the subsistence only of such corps or detachments as may require it. 
You will be pleased to take especM care that His Majesty’s regulations 
are in all respects strictly observed. 

To Lieut Col. Walsh, Toum Major of Lisbon, Lisbon, SSth April, 1809. 

As great inconvenience and delay to the service would arise to the 
troop stationed at Lisbon, and such as may hereafter arrive, unless some 
officer on the spot is duly authorised to issue warrants to the Dep. Pay- 
master Gen., who will be stationed at Lisbon, for the purpose of providing 
for their subsistence, I do hereby empower and authorise you to grant 
warrants for the subsistence of the troops, only upon the proper estimates 
being laid before you, sti-ictly conforming to His Majesty’s regulations 
upon this subject ; and you will be pleased to cause the same to be duly 
examined, and keep a regular account of the number of warrants so issued, 
together with tlie amounts of each, in order that the same may be submitted 
to me from time to time, as opportunities may offer. 
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To Visot. Castlei-eagh. Villa Frajica, 29th April, 1809. 

I write in the chance that this letter may still find the packet at Lisbon, 
to inform you that I have received a very bad report indeed of the state of 
the artillery horses lately arrived from England with the heavy dragoons, 
being very old, diseased, and out of condition. I shall receive it officially 
probably in a day or two, when I shall transmit it to England. In the 
mean time, I think it proper to acquaint you with the state of these horses, 
and to recommend that for that reason, as well as because it would he very 
desirable to attach a troop of horse artillery to so very large a body of 
cavalry as we shall have, that a troop of horse artillery should be sent out. 

To the Ht. Hoii. 3 . H. Frere. Villa Franca, 29fh April, 1809. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 21st inst., together with one 
from Gen. Cuesta, and one from Don Martin de Garay. I send you a 
copy of the answer which I have written to the former, and my answer to 
the latter. According to my instructions, I think that I ought not to have 
any communication with the Spanish government excepting through you ; 
and if you should he of the same opinion, I request you to tell Don Mar- 
tin that I can communicate with him only through you, and acquaint him 
with my sentiments as contained in the enclosed letter. 

I hope that the Spaniards will adliere to their determination of acting 
upon the defensive, till I shall return to the eastward. They should rein- 
force Cuesta as much as possible. -He has only 19,000 infantry and 1,1500 
cavalry, as he tells me in his letter of the 23d. 

It will also bo very desirable that Cuesta should observe the motions of 
the French if they should enter Alentejo, and follow them, if their object 
should he to invade Portugal, which, however, is very improbable. At all 
events, if they should invade Portugal, we shall not be without a force 
upon the Tagus, and in the passes in tlie mountams between Alcantai’u 
and Ahrantes. 

I recommend that Cuesta should observe Victor’s movements in Alen- 
tejo, because it is not impossible that he might enter that province with a 
view to an invasion of Andalusia. It is very improbable, however, that in 
the present state of the French force in Spain, he will move at all, till he 
shall have heard of Soult. 

P.S. In respect to the 40th regt., I certainly must have it; but in the 
state in which affairs are at present I think it best that it should remain at 
Seville till I sliall be able to fix upon a safe route for it. 

To Don Gfregorio Cuesta. Villa Franca, 29th April, 1809. 

I had the honor of receiving yesterday your Excellency’s letter of the 
23rd April, and I assure your Excellency that it will give me great satis- 
facti(m to co-operate with your Excellency, as far as it may be in my 
power, to defeat those forces of the enemy which threaten the cities of 
Seville and Lisbon. 

Your Excellency must bo aware of the state of the Portuguese army ; 
a commencement has only lately been made to organise and discipline it : 
and although I have the utmost reliance on the valor, the zeal, and the 
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loyalty of the troops of Portugal, I cannot at this moment consider them 
in such a state of discipline as to confide to their exertions the safety of 
Portugal, especially committed to my care, against the further attempts 
which may be made upon it by the disciplined troops of Prance, which 
have already invaded, and are in possession of, an important port of this 
kingdom. Under these circumstances, my attention has necessarily been 
directed, in tlie first instance, to remove from Portugal the further evils 
with which both Spain and Portugal are threatened by Marsha] Soult ; and 
the greatest part of the army under my command is now on its march for 
that purpose. A small detachment of British troops, with one of Portu- 
guese troops, will remain upon the Tagus, to watch the movements of the 
enemy, and to guard the passages of that river, in case the enemy diould 
dii’ect his attack upon this country. 

If I should succeed in removing Marshal Soult from the north of Por- 
tugal, I intend to go forthwith with all the troops under my command 
(consisting of about 25,000, of which nearly 4000 will at that time be 
cavalry), to the Eastern frontier of Portugal, in the neighbourhood of 
Elvas ; and I shall be happy to co-operate with you in any plan which 
may be agreed upon for the attack of Marahal Victor. In the mean time, 
a detachment of the garrison of Elvas has been directed to take the field, 
in co-operation with a similar detacliraont of the garrison of Badajoz, to 
act as a corps of observation in that quai-ter ; hut I cannot avoid taking 
this opportunity of recommending that this corps should not be e.xposed 
to the attack of the enemy, or to be out off from the garrisons to whicli 
the parts of it respectively belong. 

In the present situation of affairs, all that we can require is time ; and 
that we should not lose our men, or any of the valuable positions which 
we still possess. In a short time we shall all be enabled to co-operate in 
a vigorous attack upon the enemy j and till that period shall arrive, it is 
not very material whether he acquires a little more of the open country, 
provided we do not lose any of the men who are destined to defend the 
VEiluahle points and positions which remain in our hands. 

Your Excellency is mistaken respecting the position of Sir R. Wilson’s 
corps. He has been removed to the neighbourhood of the Douro, to con- 
fine himself to that quarter. I consider the position of Alcantara, however, 
to be so important at this moment, in respect both to the defence of Por- 
tugal and to our future designs upon Marshal Victor, that I shall give 
directions that it should be occupied by a Portuguese corps, if it should 
be possible to form one fit for that purpose. I shall ho obliged to your 
Excellency, if you will give directions that any Portuguese or British 
corps, which may go to Alcantara, may he received there. 

I have written to your Excellency a long letter in English, understand- 
ing that you have under your command officers in your confidence who 
can explain it to you, in which I have taken tlie lihci-ty of giving my 
opinions with great freedom. I hope that your Excellency will receive 
them, as they are intended, ns a mark of my sincere desire to be of use to 
you, as far as is in my power at present ; which I hope and believe, from 
the situation of the enemy, I shall have still better opportunities of proving 
to you before much time shall elapse. 
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Tu Don Miirlin clc Gariiy. Villa Franca, aoili April, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving yoi^r Excellency’s letter of the 21st 
inst., and I am happy to find that the plan of operations which I had adopted 
for the troops under my command, immediately upon my ai-rival in this 
country, and upon which they have already marched, viz., to remove 
Marshal Soult from the north of Portugal, is aijproved of by the Supreme 
Junta. As soon as that operation shall ho performed, it is my intention 
to collect the whole of the army under my command on the Eastern 
frontier of Portugal, and to co-operate by every means in my power with 
Gen. Cuesta in an attack upon Marshal Victor. In the mean time, I cannot 
suiEciently recommend a strict defensive position in all quarters. In the 
present situation of affairs, we have every reason to hope that in a short 
time we shall all bo able to co-operate in a vigorous attack upon the only 
remaining force of the enemy ; in which attack we have every reasonable 
prospect of success, if we do not lose any of the valuable positions which 
we still possess, or the men who defend them, in fruitless attacks of tlie 
enemy in the plains. 

It cannot be a matter of much imx)ortance whether they possess, for a 
short time longer, more or less of the plains of La Mancha, provided the 
Spanish troops do not incur the risk of sustaining a fresh defeat by the 
superior cavalry of the enemy, and, by diminishing the strength and effi- 
ciency of the corps destined to defend the passes of the Sierra Morena, 
risk the loss of those important positions, and of all that remains that is 
valuable. I do not conceive dmt the enomy are now in a situation to 
undertake anything of importance, particularly till they hear of Marshal 
Soult ; and if this bo true, there is every prospect of ultimate success, if 
we should wait till all can join in the attack of Marshal Victor. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Villa Fiauca, 29th April, 1809. 

I was in hopes that I should have seen you yesterday, but I was so 
much occupied, that I could not go to you, and I was not able to leave 
town till 3 o’clock : I shall be at Rio Major tliis day. 

I received yesterday a letter from Mr. Frere, of which I wished to 
communicate to you tlie enclosures, but I now send you copies of them. 
It is evident to me that the French, without the co-operation of Soult, are 
unequal to any attempt, so that I shall have time for everytliing ; and it 
is likewise obvious that, for once, we are all agreed upon the general plan 
of our operations. 

I likewise enclose to you letters from Cuesta, and from the Spanish 
minister, Don M. de Garay, to me, which I beg of you to return to me, 
and my answers, which I request of you to have copied, and send me the 
copies. I have sent my answer to Mr. Frere, because I think I ought not 
to have any communication witli the Spanish minister, excepting 
through him. I likewise send you a letter from Edward Paget, who is 
expected. 

In my hurry yesterday I forgot to speak to Bandeira respecting Mrs. 
Canning’s orange trees; and I shall be much obliged to you if you will 
get them and send them to her. 
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To Lieut. Gen. Slierbioote. Leiria, 30tli April, 1809. 

I hiive just received your letter of the 30th : that by the returning 
dragoon on the mule did not reach me. 

I am afraid I shall he obliged to stop here to-morrow, in order to give 
a little rest to my horses, which are not very well able to get on after 
being so long at sea : however, I shall get on if I can. 

I wish the troops, &c. to live, while at Coimbra, on what that place can 
afford; as I wish to collect there all that the Commissai’y can bring 
forward. 

I enclose a memorandum for an officer of the Q. M. G.’s department, 
whom I beg you will send as soon as possible to Figueira, at the mouth 
of the Mondego. 

To Major Gen. Macltenaie.* Leiria, 30tli April, 1809. 

I wish you to remain at Ourem till the 3rd May, as 2 squadrons of the 
16th light dragoons will march into that town on the 2d ; and I am afraid 
that you will experience inconvenience if you go there before they shall 
have passed through. Your corps is destined to watch the movements of 
Marshal Victor, and to guard the passes into Portugal, while I shall be 
employed to the northward. 

I have not yet had time to write your instructions, but I hope to be 
able to send Ihem to you to-morrow or tlie day following. 

To Major Gen. Mackenzie. Leiria, let May, 1809. 

The corps of troops placed under your command is destined to watch 
the movements of the enemy on the Eastern frontier of Portugal, and to 
guard the psses into tliis country on the right of the Tagus, during the 
period that the main body of the British army under my command will be 
employed on the Douro. It will consist, besides the brigade of infantry 
and the artillery which marched from hence witli you, of the 2d. batt. 
24th regt., now on its march from Lisbon to Santarem ; and of the 3d 
dragoon guards and 4th dragoons, lately arrived from England; and 
which corps will begin their mai’ch to Santarem and GolegSo to-worrow. 

Besides tliese troops, those enumerated hereafter have been placed 
under your oi-ders by Field Marshal Beresford : 

One batt. let legt. 

One . ■ 3(1 • • 

Tito . . 4tli • . 

Tiro • • 13th • . 

One • • 15th • . 

3 squadrons of cavalry at GolegSo. 

2 squadrons of cavalry at Abroiites. 

3 regts. of Militia at Abraiites. 

3 regts. of Ca;adores f at Abrantes and Villa Vellia, under Col. Le Cor, 

SOO Vttgers. 

3SU men collouted from the late ganison of Oporto. 

The enemy are collected on the Gumliana, with their head quarters at 
Merida, and their numbnrs are stated to he about 30,000 men. They 
have in theii' front a Spanish army, with Gen. Cuesta, at Llcrena, whioli 


* Afterwards killed at Talavcra. 


f Light troops, ‘ chasseurs.' 
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army was defeated in the month of March, and has since been reinforced 
to the amount of 20,000 men. As the enemy did not pursue their advan- 
tage upon that occasion, and, from the contents of several intercepted 
letters, I judge that they do not consider themselves sufficiently strong 
to venture to penetrate into the province of Andalusia, till they can have 
the co-operation of Marshal Soult ; on the otlier hand, I doubt whether 
they are sufficiently strong to make a detachment into Portugal, in order 
to try to communicate with Soult. By this measure they will expose 
themselves to he attacked, and will he attacked by Cuesta, who is receiv- 
ing reinforcements. However, the object of the corps placed under 
your command is to guard against this possible, though not very probable, 
attempt ; and I now proceed to communicate to you my notions of the 
probable line of attack of the enemy, and to suggest to you the different 
points of your defensive line. 

If the enemy should invade Portugal, it will be either between the 
Tagus and the Gfuadiana, or north of the Tagus by Alcantara, or by both 
lines of attack. If he should make his attack between the Tagus and the 
Guadiano, he may endeavor to cross the Tagus at Villa Velha, at Abrantes, 
at Santarem, or even lower down, at Salvaterra. I understand that the 
river will not he fordable anywhere for a month, and therefore the enemy 
must intend to seize the boats in tlie river, if he should now make his 
attack by this supposed line. The givil government will be required to 
give directions, that, upon the first alarm, its officers may exert them- 
selves to collect the boats, particularly on that part of the river below 
Abrantes ; and you will do every thing in your power to assist them. 

If they should succeed in crossing the river above Punhete, you will 
defend, as long as may bo in your power, the positions on the Zezere. If 
you should find that they attempt the passage lower down, and are likely 
to succeed in effecting it, particularly in the neighbourhood of Salvaterra, 
you will leave the upper parts of the Tagus, and tlie iDositions on the 
Zezere, to be defended by the Portuguese light troops and militia ; and 
you will take care to keep yourself, with the British troops, in such a 
position, in respect to the enemy, as that you shall have your communi- 
cation open with Lisbon. If you should be under the necessity of retiring, 
you will do it gradually, defending every position that can he defended, 
particularly Villa Franca and Buccllas, Lumiar and Sacavem, &c. &c. ; 
and you will adopt every measure in your power to gain time for me to 
come to your assistance. 

If the enemy should direct his attack solely by the line of Alcantara, 
it will he necessary that you should carry your whole force into the moun- 
tains between Gastello Branco and Abrantes, where I understand Col. Le 
Cor now is with his ca^adores and yagers. You will find the positions in 
those mountains very strong ; but they are turned by the new road from 
Capinbo, near Covilhao, to Cardigos ; and, if the enemy should take that 
road, you must defend the Zezere, as before pointed out. 

In the view of rendering it more difficult for the enemy to make his 
attack north of the Tagus, I have requested Marshal Beresford to make 
arrangements for occupying Alcantara with a garrison ; by which measure, 
as long as the river shall continue full, the enemy will be obliged to go 
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round by the bridge of Almaraz, and give you more time for your de- 
fensive arrangements. As Alcantara is not a very good post, you will 
take care that the garrison is withdrawn, as soon os it shall have answered 
the purpose of obliging the enemy to look for another passage. 

From the circumstances which I have above mentioned respecting the 
state of the enemy’s force, it is not probable that they will attack by both 
of the lines which are open to them. If they should, you will oppose them 
in the mountains by the ca^adores, yagers, and the militia, and keep your 
regular troops on the right for the defence of the Tagus, in the first 
instance, of the Zezere, and eventually to cover Lisbon. 

I understand from Marshal Beresford that an officer of engineers is 
employed in the construction of works to defend the passage of the Tagus 
at Abrantes. • Y ou will urge the completion of those works ; and you will 
be so kind as to have the Tagus examined, with a view to discover in what 
places it is likely to be fordable in the dry season, particularly between 
Punhete and Salvaterra; and you will have works constructed for the 
defence of the passage, in the first instance, at those places to which any 
principal road leads on the other side. You will direct your Commissary 
to correspond with the Dep. Commissary Gen. at Lisbon respecting sup- 
plies of provisions, if the country should not be able to afford you supplies 
in sufficient quantities. As you will have your communication open by the 
river, you cannot be in want. There is a depot of military stores at San- 
tai-em, from which you will draw such supplies of that description as you 
may require. 

The persons employed at Badajoz and Elvas, and elsewhere on the 
frontier, to give intelligence of the enemy’s movements, will be directed 
to correspond mth you j and I shall have persons placed on the road 
between your head quarters and me, for the purpose of keeping up a con- 
stant communication between us. 

Besides tlie defence of the points referred to, it is very desirable that, 
till their service should be otherwise called for, the assistance of our troops 
should he given to discipline the Portuguese regular regiments. I re- 
quest you to quarter tlie Portuguese regiments and the British regiments 
as much as possible together ; and urge the Commanding officers of tlie 
latter to aid the former, as much as may he in their power, in training 
and disciplining their soldiers. 1 need not point out the advantage which 
must result from this mode of employing the leisure which it is probable 
the troops will have, particularly to your corps, if the army should be 
employed to the northward till the Tagus may become fordable. 

P. S. In the enumeration of Portuguese troops which will bo placed 
under your command, I have omitted to mention 3 brigades of artillery at 
Santarem. In case you should want any heavy ordnance for the batteries 
on the Tagus, you will write to Mr. Villiers for it, and it will he sent up 
the Tagus. 

To the Rt. Hail. J. Villiccs. l-'mnlial, Isi. May, 1809. 

I arrived here tliis day, and shall bo at Coimbra to-morrow. I have 
written Gen. Mackenzie’s instructions, of which I shall send you a copy. 
In the mean lime it is very desirable tli.at some arrangements should be 
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made to secure the boats upon the Tagus, as far down as Salvaterra, upon 
the first alarm of invasion. This can be effected only by means of the 
civil authorities of the country, and I shall be much obliged to you if you 
will concert measures witli the government for that purpose. 

Gen. Mackenzie may require heavy ordnance for the batteries which he 
will have constructed upon the Tagus ; and I have deshed him to write to 
you if he should require any, and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
apply to the government for what he may require. There is a report in 
the country that the French had forced the passage of the Tamaga on the 
21^1. I know Silveira still held his ground on the 26th. 

To Major Gen. Mackenzie. Coimbra, 2il May, 1800. 

In explanation of that part of my instructions relative to the collecting 
of the boats on the Tagus, on the approach of the enemy, I beg it may be 
understood that the boats must be either destroyed or carried down the 
river below Salvaterra, where the river is broad enough to place them out 
of the reach of musketry from the opposite bank ; and also to take the 
precaution of placing a guard over them. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Vllliers. Coimbra, 2(1 May, 1800. 

I received your letter of the 30th April last night; and I now enclose 
you the copy of ray instructions to Major Gen. Mackenzie, in which you 
will see that tlie point of attack by Salvaterra has been considered and 
means of defence suggested, and that all the measures ordered in those 
instructions have in view the ultimate defence of Lisbon itself, if Portugal 
should he invaded by a part of Victor’s corps, during my absence to the 
northward. I should not be at all surprised if a small corps were pushed 
in ; but nothing but a large one will answer to oblige Gen. Mackenzie to 
retire. If the government look well after tlie boats, the whole of Victor’s 
army would not he able, at present, or I believe for a month to come, to 
cross the Tagus. 

A garrison has been ordered into Alcantara. I agree with you about 
the 40tli ; and I enclose a letter for Mr. Frere, which I beg yon to peruse 
and forward. I shall write to the Admiral respecting transports for this 
corps. 

1 understand that the corps which came from the neighbourhood of 
Caceres consisted of cavalry only, and returaed to Merida. It is not 
impossible, however, that Victor, if obliged to remain on the defensive 
till he shall hear of Soult, will send a corps into Portugal to get intelli- 
gence of him ; but no corps will make any impression by tlie Tagus at 
this season of the year, if the government will look well after the boats on 
that river ; and a small corps will make no impression in an attack by 
Alcantara, supposing that they should anticipate us in the possession of 
tliat place. We mean to fortify all the fords on the river at and above 
Salvaterra ; and yon will observe the dii’ections which I have given to 
Mackenzie on the subject ; but we must have a little time. 

I am obliged to you for your offer to jirocure me assistance to copy my 
dispatches; but I have plenty of that description. Tlie fact is, that, 
excepting upon very imjiortant occasions, 1 write my dispatches without 
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malting a draft, and those which I sent to you were so written before I set 
out in the morning, and I had not time to get them copied before they 
were sent, which is the reason why I asked you to return me copies of 
them. 

To Vico Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Coimbra, 2d May, 1800. 

I received your letter of the 30th last night, and accept with pleasure 
your offer to send to Puerto de 8*“ Maria transports to convey the 40th 
regt. to Lisbon. I have written to Col. Kemmis orders to march to Puerto 
de S‘“ Maria; and I shall be very much obliged to you if, with the infantry 
transports, you will send also transports to convey round 100 horses and 
mules, in order that tlie regiment may be enabled to march immediately 
upon its arrival at Lisbon. 

I am much obliged to you for the information which you send me of our 
convoy. I hope it will soon arrive, as it is much wanted. We have had 
very bad weather, yet I ai'rived here this day, and the troops will all be 
here by the 4th. 

I give no credit to the report of die defeat of the French : they may 
have been ill treated in a skirmish of the advanced guards, but I doubt 
whether the main body on either side is inclined to fight. I understand 
that the French corps which had appeared at Caceres has returned to 
Merida. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Frete. Coimbra, 2d May, 1800. 

I arrived here this day, and the army will be collected in tliis town and 
neighbourhood on the day after to-morrow. 

In making my arrangements for the defence of the Tagus, and of the 
frontiers on the north bank of that river, to be occupied by my detach- 
ments during my absence, I find that I shall bo reij bare of troops with- 
out the 40th regt. ; and I shall feel still greater inconvenience from the 
want of them, when I shall return from the expedition to the northward, 
and shall move to the frontiers of Spain ; as at that time I shall be obliged 
to send 2 battalions to Gibraltar, and detachments equal in strength to 2 
m8re to England, according to the instructions which I have received, 
which must be obeyed as soon as the enemy shall have retired from Por- 
tugal. I am anxious, therefore, that the 40th regt, should be sent to me 
as soon as possible, more particularly as they can be of no use at Seville ; 
and I avail myself of the offer of the Admiral to send transports to Puerto 
de S*^ Mai'ia to bring them to Lisbon. I shall be obliged to you to send 
to Col. Kemmis the enclosed orders to march to Puerto de S*" Maria, there 
to embark for Lisbon, and if you will ask the Spanish government to 
afford every facility for the march of the regiment under his command. 

I have no news from this quarter. 1 understand that Soull has moved 
the greatest part of his force towards the Tamaga, I suppose witli an inten- 
tion of retreating through Tras os Montes into Spain. 

To Col. Kemmis, 40th regt. Coimbra, 2il May, 1809. 

I beg that, as soon as it may be convenient after you shall have received 
this order, you will march with the regiment under your command, from 
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Seville to Puerto de S‘'‘ Maria, by such route as niay be settled for you 
by the government of Spain j and you will there embai'k in transports 
which will have been sent round for the regiment, and will proceed to 
Lisbon, where you will receive further orders. 

As it might be inconvenient to the officers of the regiment to part with 
the horses and mules which they may have, and as they would be unable to 
take the field immediately upon their arrival at Lisbon, if they should part 
with them, I have requested the Admiral to send to Puerto de S*“ Maria 
transports to convey the horses and mules, as well as the regiment. 

Memorandum of an arrangement for the Commissariat. Coimbra, 2d May, 1809. 

1. There shall he attached to each brigade of infantry, to each regiment 
of cavalry, to the artillery, and to head quarters, an Assist. Commissary, 
with a sufficient number of clerks, interpreters, &c. 

2. The troops shall march from Coimbra, with 3 days’ bread on their 
backs : die cavalry and artillery with 3 days’ forage. 

3. The Assist. Commissaries with brigades, regiments, &c., to have cattle 
tor their brigades and regiments for three days. 

4. The Assist. Commissaries with brigades and regiments should like- 
wise have with them bread for their brigades and regiments for 3 days. 

5. This bread must eventually be carried on mules j but till mules can 
be provided to carry the whole, the mules now with the Commissariat 
should be divided among the brigades and Commissaries to cany a portion 
of the bread, and waggons to carry the remainder. 

6. The Assist. Commissaries and others attached to brigades will, on 
their route through the country, do everything in their power to procure 
supplies. If they cannot procure them in time for the use of the brigades 
or regiments, to which they will be attached, they will order tliem to be 
prepared for the succeeding troops on the march, or they will order tliem 
to the next depdt to be formed ; and they will invariably report to the 
succeeding Commissary, and as soon as possible to the Commissary Gen., 
the success which they have had in procuring supplies, 

1 . All requisitions on the country must be made by the officers of the 
troops on the Assist. Commissaries, who will report these requisitions to 
the Commissary Gen. as soon as made. 

Memorandum for the Commissary General on the expedition into the North of Portugal. 

Coimbra, 2d May, 1809. 

1. The troops will march in two principal columns, the right composed 
of about 6000 infantry and 1000 cavalry, by the route of Vizeu to Lamego ; 
the left of about 20,000 infantry and 1400 cavalry, by the route of Vouga 
towards Oporto. 

2. A depdt for 6 days for 30,000 men, and 5000 horses, should be 
formed at Coimbra. This should be carried forward by tlie waggons of 
Coimbra, in its due proportions, to Vizeu and Vouga respectively ; which 
waggons should commence their march 2 days after the troops shall have 
set out. These waggons should return as soon as they shall have per- 
formed tills service, and fresh waggons procured at Vizeu and Vouga to 
carry on the supplies. 
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3. A Commissary to be sent to Viaeu to collect supplies for the column 
proceeding by that route. This column should set out from Vizou witli 
the same quantity of provisions as it has on setting out from Coimbra. 

4. On the arrival of the troops at Vizeu, a Commissary to be sent for- 
ward to make arrangements for su 2 iplying the troops at Lamego oil their 
arrival there. 

5. On the — , a Commissary to be sent to Aveiro to prepare siqiplies of 
bread, forage, &c., for the troops at that place. This bread, &c., will bo 
embarked at Aveiro, and carried by boats to Ovar, from whence the troops 
and brigade Commissaries should start witli the same supply as from 
Coimbra. A depdt should be formed at Ovar, and kept up for tlie troops 
advancing on that line for 5 days, by which the troops should be supplied 
by carts hired at Ovar and in the neighbourhood, in their advance to and 
till their arrival at Oporto. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Coimbrii, 3d May, 1809. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 1st. 

I shall send in a flag of truce to Soult, on the subject of the exchange 
of the British officers who are his prisoners, as soon as I shall be jircpared 
to let him know in another manner that we are here. 

I know nothing more that bears upon Die subject on whidi Bayley is 
gone to England, cxcciiting the greatest civility from the French officer 
at the outposts to Col. Trant, lately, when he had a communication with 
them by a flag of truce, One of the officers whom he saw was mentioned 
by my friend as being of his party. I do not understand from any intel- 
ligence that I have seen that any corps is coming to Alcantara. The 
movement from Truxillo, mentioned by Capt. Mayne, is of heavy cannon. 


G. O. Oniuibrn, 3il May, 1800, 

1. Rehimo to be sent, by the Gonoml ofKccrs, and oilier individuals, entitled to btt 
men, and by tbe Commanding ollicei's of corps, stating the number of natives of Portugal 
that have been hired, to serve in lieu of bile men, given by woli corps, and of the names of 
the several officers in whoso service they are employed. 

2. Upon all occasions, when the army will march, it will be in one or mure columns, on 
one or different roods, with a view to take up a position, or by separate hallalions, brigades, 
or larger divisions, with a view to occupy cerlain canlonmcuts. In the Qrst cose, tlie 
reserve artillery and stores, drawn, or carried by horses or mules, are to follow tiia troo^is ; 
then the baggage of regiments, and individuals of each column, is to follow, arranged in 
tbe order in which the corps or individual will stand in the column ; and lastly, tire artil- 
lery and eommissoi'iat stores nn carts, dmwn by bullocks. 

3. In the other cases, when battalions or larger divisions ore to take up cantonments, 
the baggage ofeouh division, going to a separate caiitoiimoiit, is to follow that division, and 
is to be arranged in the order in which each corps or individual will stand in the order of 
march of tbe division to which he may belong. 

4. On all occasions, tiie leaders of columns, whether composed of the wliole army, or of 
smaller divisions, will halt, once in every lionr and a half, for 9 minutes, to allow flic men 
to fall out ; and Commanding offiuers of cuinpaiiics will he held rcsponsihle if any man 
foils out of the ranks at any time during the march, excepting during these lialfs, or is 
absent from his company, at the end of if, upon any occasion, excepting sick and conse- 
quent inability to keep up. 

9, If any nmn should he taken ill on .a march, measures are to bo tnkoii for tiic care of 
him, according to the mode Iierctiiforc pointed out in the G. U., particularly juirngraph 
No. 11, of the G. O. 2Itli Ajiril ; and the Cummimding ofliucr of his comiuiny will send 
a non-commissioned officer with him to the nearest imogistrate as therein pointed out. 

C. When ciicnmstnucos will oblige liattalions, in rear of any culunin, to halt, the hcaa 
of snch oolomn must not he bolted witliout the siieciul orders of the officer commatiding 
the column, who will judge of the necessity of halting, according to the length of tlio 

interval 




PORTUGAL. 


207 


to Merida, which, whatever may be the enemy’s intention, cannot be 
destined for the invasion of Portugal by Alcantara. If, indeed, we occupied 
Alcantara, the heavy cannon might be intended to deprive us of that point ; 
but the French are well aware that we do not occupy Alcantara, as Lapisse 
passed through that place very lately with his division. 

I have not heard of any movement on the frontier, excepting that of the 
cavalry to Caceres, adverted to in my letter of yesterday. 

You will have seen that I had alluded to the necessity of intelligence of 
the enemy’s movements for Gen. Mackenzie, upon which subject, as well 
as others, I propose to make arrangements with Beresford as soon as he 
shall arrive. It would be well, however, if you could correspond with 
Gon. Mackenzie, and find out where he will have his head quarters from 
time to time, and ask Forjaz to desire liis friends upon the frontier to 
write to Mackenzie. The latter, however, should receive tliis intelligence, 
and provide for his own security. Beresford will be here to-night. 

To Lieut. Col. Trent. Coimbra, 8(1 May, IS09, 

I received in the night your letter of 8 p.m., and this morning that of 
P.M. In respect to the first, I have only to request that you will keep 
yoiu- position till I shall be in readiness, not only to move to you, but to 
push on to Oporto. In respect to the second, I beg you to convey the 
enclosed letter in any way you can to the Captain of the N'autilus, 

As we shall have some troops at Mealhada, on the road to Vouga, 
to-morrow, on their march towards Vizeu; and as it is desirable your 
friends should not see more of our troops than is absolutely necessary, and 
should know nothing of our operations, I request you to bring or send 


interval which will thereby be occasioned in his column, tiie necessity there is tliat tho 
column should he well closed up, and the probability that from the nature of the impedi- 
ments of the toad, the head of me column will soon be halted, and give time to the rear 
to close up. 

7. Two Assistant Provosts, in addition to (hose already appointed, are tn be appointed ; 
and Commanding officers of regiments and Iwigades will recommend such nou-commis- 
.sioiied officers os they may diink trust-worthy and capable of perfoiming the duties which 
will be required from them j they will receive Ensign’s pay ond allowances. 

8. Depots are to be established at the following places, upon which subject the Commis- 
sary Gen. will receive directions, viz. : 

Rio Maior, Leiria, Coimbra. An officer and 20 men of the ROth regt. are to he sta- 
lioiied at llio Maior, and conduct the details of the duties there ; the senior officer, in 
charge of the sick and convalescents at Leiria, is to conduct them at Leiria ; and an officer 
will bo established at Coimbra, for the same purpose. 

9. These officers will correspond cunstaudy with each other, and with the Q. H. G. of 
the army aud Town Major at Lisbon. 

10. IVhenever stores or provisions are dispatched from Lisbon, the Q. M. G. is to be 
informed thereof, of the number of waggons or other means of conveyance on which they 
are laden, and of the route which they ore directed to take, specifyiug by what stages. The 
Town Major is likewise to give notice of this dispatch to the officer at Rio Maior ; this 
officer is to relieve the escort, and send it liack to Lisbon, and is to report the arrivid and 
the probable dejmrture of the convoy to the Q. M. G. and the officer commanding at tiie 
next station ; the officers stationed at Leiria and Coimbra are to do the same respectively. 

11. Non-commissioned officers in charge of convoys will be held responsible for the con- 
duct of the soldier's nnder their command on the march with convoys, and tetumiiig to 
their cantonments. 

18. General Orders will he issued, at the Adj. Gen.’s office, at 10 o'clock precisely, 
every morning. The officers in the deportment and Majors of Brigade to be responsible 
that ftie Adjutants have them by 12. 
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them word to Martedc, 3 leagues from hence on the road to Avciro, and 
let me know at what hour they will bo there. 

To Ueut. Col. Trant. Coirabi'o, 3(1 May, 1809. 

I have just now received your letter of this day. Lieut. Col. Douglas 
is gone to Avciro to reconnaitre the road for me ; and I have sont the 
party of dragoons to join him, and I have desired him to take them into 
the town of Aveiro to-morrow night, for the purpose meutiuned by you. 
If the dragoons should fall in with Col. Douglas, I have desired liim to 
send to you at Agucda, and you need not go over to Avciro ; but if the 
dragoons should not find Col. Douglas, and you should not hear from him, 
it will be necessary that you should go over to Avciro to-morrow niglit, 
to meet tliom, and to receive the persons expected. I have accordingly 
given inshmetions to the officer of the Staff, who will go with the dra- 
goons to find Col, Douglas or you, and os soon as he shall find either, ho 
will rotiu'n. 

I will meet you and your friends at Fomos, 1 league from hence on the 
road to Vouga, at the hour you shall name on the .5th. 

P. S. Col. Douglas is not yet gone, and he shall take the dragoons ; 
and you may do as you please, either go to Aveiro or not — only send him 
woxxl. You will do well to send away tlie dragoons as soon os you get 
out at Aveiro. 

To Lieut. Gcii. tlie Hon. E. Pag(il:. Coimbra, 4l:h May, 1809. 

I have assembled the main body of the army at this place, with a view 
to an operation against Soult, for reasons into wliich it is unnecessary that 
I sliQuld enter at present, hut which I shall detail to you when we meet ; 
and we have a detachment of British and Portuguese troops on the Tagus, 
to watch Victor’s movements, and to guard the passes into Poi’tugal north 
of that river. I should wish you to join this corps, and I recommend you 
to come up hy Villa Franca, Rio Maior, Leiria, Pombal, and Coimbra. 
You will find forage at all these places, but at no others on the road. 

If Gen. Fane should bo wiUi you, I wish him to join the hi-igade of 
heavy dragoons, which I have been obliged to leave with the corps upon 
the Tagus, on account of the want of forage upon the road to this place ; 
and let Gen. Erskine come up to command the 1st hnssars and 23d dra- 
goons, which corps have been ordered into the Mondego, where they will 
he landed. 

I shall put all this in orders as soon as I shall know who is arrived : in 
the mean time it will be convenient to all parties to know their destination. 
I hope to march on tlie 7th. 


To tlio Rt. Hon. J. Villicrs, Coimbm, 4tli May, 1809. 

In the letter which I wrote to Gen. Paget, and sent to yon from Villa 
Franca, I told him that I wished Gen. Erskine to join the brigade of heavy 
dragoons on the Tagus, if Gen. Fane was not come out; and I have every 
reason to he apprehensive that Gen. Fane will have been detained in Eng- 
land to attend Porlianicnl, mid I did not advert to Gen. Erskinc’s seniority 
to Gen. Mackenzie, over whom it would be inconvenient to place him at 
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the present moment. In case that Paget should not have arrived, I enclose 
another letter for him, in •which I have rectified this mistake ; and in that 
case, I beg you to deliver the enclosed letter, instead of that transmitted 
to you from Villa Franca, which I will thank you to return to me. 

Of course you will not say any thing upon this subject to any body. If 
Paget should have arrived without Fane, the inconvenience cannot be 
avoided, and we must make the best of it ; and I really believe that I 
should have every reason to place confidence in Gen. Brskine, if he had 
been a little longer in Portugal. If you should have given the other 
letter to Paget, I request you to return the enclosed. 

To tbe Rt, Hon, J. Villiers. Coimbra, 4th May, 1809, 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, we have heard that the French had forced 
the bridge of the Tamaga on the 2d, and that Silveira had retired across 
the Douro to Lamego. The French also appear to have pushed a detach- 
ment across the Bouro at Ambos dos Bios. On the other hand, we heard 


Q, O. CSoimbrfti 4th May, 1809. 

1. The army will ha brigaded, and stand in line, as follows, until further orders : 


OAVAtay. 
14th Light dragoons . • 

20th 

3d Lt. dragns. K. 6. L. . 
16th 


1st brigade 

3d brigade 
3th brigade 

7di brigade 
6th brigade 
4th brigade 
2d brigade 


lau. ouui regi. j 

]alt, 60th regt. i 


Coldstream Guards, 1st batt. 

3d do. 1st do. 

1 company 6th batt. 60th regt, 

3d or Buifs 
66lh . . 

48th . . 

1 comp. Sth batt, 60th regt. 

5 comps. 6tb batt. 60th regt. 1 

88th I 

lat batt. Portuguese grenade. | 
87th ...... i 

7th 

1st batt. 10th Portuguese regt. ( 

63d f 

1 company 6 th batt. 60 th regt. J 

9th •V 

2d batt. 10 th Portuguese regt. I 
83d . ... a . I 

1 company 3th batt. 60th regt. J 
lat batt. detachments . . 

1st do. IGth Portuguese regt. 
29tb .... 

2d batt. detEmhments 
2d do. 16th Portuguese regt. 
97tb « ..... 

1 company 0th batt. OOtliiegt, 

27th regt 

43th a ..... 

31st 


Paw ^ 


„ „ . ( Brig. Gen. Langweitb . . 

\ Drieberg . . 


Major Gen. Cotton. 

Brig. Gen. F. Campbell. 
Major Gen. Hill. 

Major Gen. Tilson. 

Brig. Gen. A. Campbell. 

Brig. Gen. Cameron. 

Brig. Gen. R. Stewart, 

Brig. Gen. Sontog. 

Major Gen. Mackenzie. 
Major Gen. J. Murray. 


2. Although this is to be tbe order of tbe line of battle, circumstances of ground and 
situation may render a deviation from it necessary. 

.2. Tbe light infantry companies belons^g to, and the riflemen attached to each brigaile 
of infantry, arc to be formed together, on the left of the brigade, under the command of a Field 

officer 
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from Oporto, that they are blowing up magazines of gunpowder, which 
looks like an immediate evacuation. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have received intimation that I am 
to see two persons to-morrow on the business on which Bayley went to 
England. 

I had a conversation with Beresford last night, on a subject on 
which you spoke to me before I left Lisbon, viz., the settling the 
person who should have powers to sign for and bind the Portuguese 
government by his acts, if such a meEsuro should be necessary j and I 
agree entirely with Beresford, tliat whether it be he or me, Ihe Portu- 
guese government must be the persons who shall decide. I wish, there- 
fore, that you would arrange this matter with Forjaz ; and I acknowledge 
that I shall not be sorry if they should decide either that I shall not hind 
them by any act of mine without Beresford’s concurrence, or that Beres- 
ford alone shall bind them. Lest Forjaz should think that we have any 


officer or Captain of light infantry of the brigade, to be fixed upon by the officer who cora- 
mande it. Upon all ccoaeions, in which the brigade may be formed in line, or in column, 
when tlie brigade will be formed, for the porpoee of opposing an enemy, the light infantry 
companies and riflemen will be of course in the front, flanks, or rear, according to the cir- 
cumstances of the ground, and the nature of the operation to be performed. On nil other 
occasions, the light infantry companies ore to be considered ns attached to their battalions, 
with whioh they are to be quartered or encampetl, and solely under the commaml of the 
Commanding officer of the battalion to which they belong. 

4. An Aoristant Commisaai'y, with the necessary number of clerks, will be nltncbod to 
en^ brigade of infantry, to each regiment of cavalry, to the artillery, nnd to head-quarters, 
to whom application must be made for provisions aud supplies of all hinds_ required for 
the brigade, corps, or department, to which lie will ho attaclied. No requisitions must bo 
made upon the country, excepting by tbo Commissary Gen., or his deputy or assistants, 
excepting in coses of neceseity, in which small bodies of troops may be in upon tboir 
maro\ unattended by a Commiesary, which cose of necessity must always bo clearly 
made out to the satielhction of the Commander of the Forces. 

9. All requisitions made contrary to this order, will be paid for by the Commissary, and 
the amount charged to the account of the officer who will have signed it, 

6. The officers of the army must buve observed the scareity of all supplies, which 
our army requires in Portugal ; at the same time that tlie discipline and efficiency of 
the troops d^nd upon their rog:ular delivery. Tlie Commander of the Forces trusts, 
therefore, the General offieere of the army, and the Conimanding officers of regiments, 
particularly those who may be detached, will communicate constantly with the oflicer 
of the Commissariat department attached to their brigades and regiments, and will 
advise aud assist them as far os may be in their power in tlieir endeavoring to procure 
supplies for the troops. 

8. The pay of the officers who have been transferred to Uio Portuguese service, must 
be pid by the Paymaster of the regiment to which they belong, till it will have been 
nolifled in the Gazette, or in General Orders, tliat His Majesty lias approved of dieir pro- 
motion. 


9. Major Campbell, A. A. G., is amointed to act ns Commandant of bead quarters 
until furtlicr orders. Major Campbell will regulate all matters concerning the quar- 
tering, marches, and police of head, quartets. Whenever the head ^natters are to move, 
all prsons concerned ora to send an officer to the Commandant, fur instructions relative 
to the moving of tlieir baggage, &o., and for wUeb a proper guard will be alluttcd by the 
Adj. Gen. 

Officers belonging to head (porters will give strict injunctions to their servants in 
charge of their baggage, to have it ready at the place and time that shall be lixed by the 
Commandant ; and they must be warned that all orders issued by him are to be implicitly 
obeyed, as he is answerable to the Commander of the Farces for the regular march of the 
banage p{ head quarters, and conduct of those who acoompaiiy it. 

.13. Rngade's sick returns to be sent weekly, on Sunday morning, and monthly, on the 
pth'of every month, to the head of die Medical department of the army, by the staff 
'ihugeons attached, to brigades; and in the absence of the staff surgeon, all his duties, as 
directed p <^. O., are to be performed by the senior medical officer, of wliatever rank. 
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notion of another Convention, I do not know whether it would not be 
advisable that you should state to him the object of our conferences with 
the person who came to Lisbon, However, that is a point on which your 
better knowledge of his discretion will enable you to form a more correct 
judgment than 1 can. 

Beresford’s corps marches to-morrow, and mine will move on the Ith, 
if we should find that Silveira has really retired, of which we have as yet 
no official accounts. 

P, S. We are very much in want of money, and till we can bring our 
resources to bear, it will be a great convenience if you would give us 
back half of the sum of money which the Commissary lately advanced to 
you, and send it up to us as soon as possible. 

To Capt, Cenob, H.M.S. Nautilut. Coimbra, 4th Hay, 1809. 

Col. Trant has communicated to me the intelligence you have trans- 
mitted to him, for which I am much obliged to you. You will much 
oblige me also if you will direct all convoys coming down the coast with 
troops or stores, to put into the Mondego, as I wish to land the troops in 
that river, with a view to the operations which I am about to carry on to 
the northward. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir L Cradock, R.B. Coimbra, 5th May, 1809. 

I enclose copies of letters which I brought from England with me, 
relative to the relief of 2 regts, at Gibraltar, by 2 battalions from this 
army, which you will observe it appears to have been intended by the 
Sec. of State should have been made by sending, in the first instance, from 
hence the 2 regts. to relieve those coming from Gibraltar. These letters 
werjg written before the Sec. of State was aware of the situation of affairs 
in this country, and knew of the demand smd pressure for troops ; other- 
wild, I am convinced that he would have desired that the relief might be 
commenced by sending to this country from Gibraltar, at least one of the 
2 regts. 

Wliat I have to request is that, if you should view this matter in tlie 


G. O. Coiittbia, 50i May, 1809. 

2. Whenever an order is given for tbe troops to mareb on the folloiving day, the Com- 
missaries attached to those troops are to issue to them one day’s meat, which is to be cooked 
on that night, for the following day, so that the troops on their arrivm at their new ground, 
having carried their provisions for the day, will be eure to have them. 

12. Those horses of the dragoons and artillery, which will eat the corn and forage of 
the country, are to feed with that description of forage only ; the Commanding officers of 
dragoons and artillery will give directions that all their horses may be accustomed to the 
corn and forage of the country, by being fed at drsh in tbe proportions of half Rnglisb and 
half Portuguese corn and forage ; then of two-thirds Portuguese and one-third Rnglish ; and 
lastly of the whole Portuguese; the Commissary Gen. will moke his issues accoi^gly, to 
cavslry and artillery. 

13, The Commander of the Forces colls the attention of the General, field, and staff 
officer^ to the foregoing order: it is very desirable that all horses should feed upon the 
forage of tbe country ; and it is certain, that none will, unless they ehould by degrees be 
accustomed to it ; he therefore recommends, ffiot all tbe horses of the army should be fed 
in the proportions above directed for those of the dragoons and artillery. The Coinmissaty 
Gen, will be ^ileosed to attend to the requisition of any General, field, or^af^^^ffi^yrd 
-who may require a larger proportion of English forage for any paitiedu 

his stores will allow. 
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same light I do, you would consent to send to Portugal, on your arrival 
at Gibraltar, one of the regts., in the room of which a regt. shall be sent 
from hence on its arrival. If you should consent to this arrdngoment, I 
would further request you to ask the Admiral to send forthwith to Gibral- 
tar 1,500 tons of shipping to convey tlie regt. to Portugal. 

To Dom Miguel Pereii-a Foquz.* Coimbra, 6th May, 1809. 

I have received the letter which your Excellency has addressed to me, 
conveying to me the commission of Marshal General of the armies of 
Portugal, which the Regency, acting in the name of the Prince Regent, 
have conferred upon me. 

1 beg that you will do me the favor to present to the Regency my best 
acknowledgments for the great honor which they have conferred upon me, 
which I hope I shall merit by the zeal with which I shall endeavor to 
promote the interests and to provide for the security of the kingdom of 
Portugal; and I also request that you. Sir, will accept my thanks for tlie 
handsome e.Tpres8ions in which you have conveyed to me the pleasure of 
the Regency. 

To W. Huskitsoii, Esq., Sec. to the Treasury. Coimbra, 6tli May, 1809. 

I promised to let you know the state of our money concerns upon my 
arrival in this country, and I am concerned to have to give you so bad an 
account of them. 

Instead of ifi400,000, which you and I expected from the accounts that 
I should have found in Portugal, I have found not quite £100,000, and 
this sum was in Spanish coins, which could not have been circulated 'in 
Portugal, excepting at a considerable loss, and without revealing to tire 
dealers in money at Lisbon the fact of our want of money, which would 
have raised the expense of drawing bills excessively. I have therefore 
sent the Sipanish gold to Cadiz to be exchanged for dollars; and I am now 
here with the whole army, about to proceed to the attack of Soult, with 
only £l0,000, and with monstrous demands upon us. 

The estimate of the expenses in Portugal amounts to about £200,000 
per mensem upon a rough estimate. Of this sum, however, a large pro- 
portion, £50,000 per mensem, is paid by the Dep. Paymaster General, and 
ought to he drawn for by him on the Paymaster General. Anotlier large 
proportion, the amount of which I do not know, is paid by the Ambas- 
sador, and ought to he drawn for by him; and the remainder of the 
expenae properly defrayed by the Commiaaary Gen. I have desired tliis 
ofScer to send to the Treasury an accurate estimate of his demands under 
these three heads, that you may not conceive that, after having provided 
for the pay of the army, in the Army estimates, and for the subsidy to 
Portugal, you have besides to provide a sum for the military operations in 
this country, amounting to £2,500,000 per annum. 

* One of the miniaters of Portugal, flirougb whom the communiontions and correspond- 
ence passed to the Goveniment of the Regency of Portugal. Altimugh in suhsequent 
commuaications with Mr. Stuart, there are some remarks not complimentary to Dum M. 
Fotioz, ample justice followed a more intimate acquaintance with his merits, and the Duke 
of WellingtoH afterwards found Dom M. Forjoi! to be the ablest man in the Feniiisnla (ssa 
n Oof. 1813), 
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You may depend upon it that I shall keep the expenses as low as pos- 
sible. I have already made arrangements for sending home a quantity 
of transport and victualling tonnage ; and as soon as I can look a little 
more about me, and if I should have some good fortune, I intend to send 
home the whole. I think, however, from all that I have heard of the 
possibility of procuring money for bills at Lisbon, at Cadiz, and at Gib- 
raltar, to which last places we have sent, that it will be necessary that you 
should occasionally send specie here. I recommend that you should send 
i£l00,000 in silver to Portugal, as soon as possible after you shall receive 
this letter j and I will apprise you from time to time of the necessity 
which may exist for sending more. This advantage will certainly result 
from sending us money occasionally from England ; viz., that of enabling 
us to command and keep down the expense of drawing bills in all the 
money markets, which advantage is no small one. 

To Marshal Beresford. Coimbra, 6lh May, 1809, 1^- p.m. 

I enclose a letter from Douglas ; I have besides received a letter from 
him, stating that he will be this day in the neighbourhood of Mealhada 
with our friends. I have appointed him to be near Fornos, at half past 6 
this evening. I likewise send you some letters from Trant. You have 
omitted to leave me a statement of the rations of your troops, or an ac- 
count of tlie period to which they are victualled. You have also omitted 
to tell me where the interpreters attached to the brigades are to get horses 
and mules. I wish much to see Arentschildt."' 

Your troops made but a bad figure this morning at the review. The 
battalions very weak, not more than 300 men ; the body of men, particu- 
larly of the — regt., very bad; and the officers worse than any thing I 
have seen. 

P.S. Mr. Rawlings has informed me that you have taken away 40 
mules which he had got from the magistrates here. We must keep clear 
of each other in our requisitions, otherwise all will sink. If our Com- 

• An officer of the Artillery K. G. L. in the Portuguese army. 


G. O. Coimbra, 0th May, 1BD9. 

0. The Portuguese trobps attached to the British brigades are to be victualled by (he 
Assist. Commissary of brigades to which tiiey ate attached, and are to receive each man, 
l^lb. of bread, or 1 lb. of biscuit, and ^ lb. of meat per diem. Cavalry the same as the 
British cavalry. 

11. The Commander of the Forces recommends the companies of the 9th battalion of 
the 90th regiment, to the particular care and attention of the General officers commanding 
the brigades of infantry, to wliich they are attached ; they will find them to be most useful, 
active, and brave troops in the field, and that they will add essentially to the strength of 
their brigades. 

Major Davy will oontinue to superintend the economy and discipline of the whole bat- 
talion, and for this purpose will remain with that part of the army which will be most 
convenient to him, with a view to that object. 

The regimental surgeons of the brigades, about to march, will immediately report the 
number of sick they intend to leave behind to stall surgeon Moirdl, charged with the 
duty of superintending them. An assistant surgeon from each regiment will remain with 
the sick, till they are properly given over, and one or more assistant surgeons per brigade, 
according to the numbers, will remain in Coimbra to take care of them. 

Subsistence to the 24th inst. at the rate of lOd. per day, for every man, must also be 
left in the hands of the Brigade assistant surgeon. 
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missary is to supply the Portuguese troops when engaged in an operation 
of this kind, we must have all the supplies the country can afford. 

To Major Gen. Mackenzie. Coimbra, 6th May, 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 3d. 

You will receive with this letter a copy of all the orders issued to the 
army ; and you will consider as applicable to yourself that order which 
allows one interpreter to every officer commanding a brigade, to winch 
Portuguese troops are attached, and you will take an interpreter. 

Gen. Beresford and the government at Lisbon have Spanish and Portu- 
guese correspondents on the frontier, and there are officers employed to 
give intelligence to the Commander in Chief, respecting whom the 
Q. M. G. wOl write to you, and they are all directed to correspond with 
you. 

I have written to Lisbon to request that there may be a daily post be- 
tween Abrantes and this place, during the time that I am to the northward, 
and between this place and the army. In case you should have any thing 
very important to communicate, send off an officer, posi, and his expenses 
shall be paid. 

Gen. Beresford informed me that he had settled your relative situation 
with Gen. Miranda, and, as I understood him, had apprised you of the 
arrangement he had made. 

In case of the approach of an enemy, you are to move the troops as you 
may think proper, without reference to him; but reporting to him for 
his information. Before the enemy shall approach, you are to suggest to 
him to make any movement of which you maybe desiTOUs. If he should 
make any difficulty about moving troops as you may wish, toll him tliat 
you make it in compliance with directions from me. 

To the Rt. Hod. 3 . Villiers. Coimbra, 6fh May, 1800. 

I enclose for your information a letter which 1 have received from 
Lisbon, relating to our communications. What appears to be the best is 
this : 1st, that there should be a daily post from Coimbra to Lisbon, and, 
vice versa, through Thomar. 2dly, that there should be a daily post from 
Abrantes to Thomar, and vice versd; by which means we shall be enabled 
to correspond, not only with Lisbon, but with Abrantes, Gen. Mackenzie’s 
head quarters, daily. Pray arrange this matter with the government at 
an early period. My troops move to-morrow. 

To Vise. Casflereagb. Coimbra, 7th May, 1809, 

I think it proper to draw your Lordship’s attention at this early period 
to the state of the cavalry horses in Portugal ; and I enclose a paper, con- 
taining an account of the number deficient at the present moment, and of 
the number unserviceable in each regiment. The deficiencies in the 3d 


G. o, Ooimbta, 7th May, ISOS. 

4. The Commanding oiBcors of regiments will make reports to tho oflioers commanding 
brigades, at the moment they find any ammunition, of any man in the regiment they 
command, damaged or deficient; in order that requisition may lie forthwith made to rmJaoe 
rt, and that the requisitions may not be made out at a moment a corps is to march. 
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dragoon guards are stated to have been occasioned by the want of 40 
horses to complete it, when that corps was sent from England, and by 
the loss of a transport, containing 26 horses, run down by one of H.M.’s 
ships on the passage ; those in the 14th light dragoons, by the ordinary 
casualties of the service, and by glanders caught in the transports in 
which they came from England. Your Lordship will olwerve that the 
14th light dragoons have cast no horses for 14 months, and they have now 
64 horses unserviceable. As it is of the utmost importance to keep up 
the cavalry to its full numbers, and as no horses can be procured in 
Portugal, I take the liberty of recommending that a remount for each 
of the regiments, to the amount stated in the enclosed paper, may be sent 
from England at an early period. 

In case your Lordship should think proper to attend to this recom- 
mendation, I further beg leave to recommend that the horses sent may 
not be those collected at the depots of the regiments respectively, which 
I understand are generally too young for immediate service ; but horses 
either drafted or purchased for the purpose, and of the description and in 
the condition to perform the services which will be immediatdy required 
of them. 


To Vito. Castlereagh. Coimbra, 7di Alay, 1800. 

Before I left Lisbon I made arrangements for sending to England all 
the tonnage, containing provisions of every description, and 5000 tons of 
infantry transports, which quantity I intended, and do still intend, further 
to increase by the whole amount of the transports in Portugal, if I can 
either beat or cripple Soult. 

I do not know whether this arrangement has been carried into execu- 
tion, as the Agent of transports is the worst hand I have seen of that 
description, and you are aware that the transports are not solely under my 
directions. I write to inform you, however, what I intended ; and to tell 
you that if you wish that I should arrange this branch of the service on 
the most economical plan for the public, you will send out Lieut, Fleet- 
'wood, whom I had with me last year in Portugal, to be Agent of trans- 
ports in charge of the whole fleet. Commissioner George is well ac- 
quainted with him. 


To Vice Adm. the Hon, G. Berkeley. Coimbra, 7tli May, 180B. 

I have received your letters of the 4th and 5th, and I am very much 
obliged to you for the plans which you propose to adopt in aid of Gen. 
Mackenzie’s measures for fortifying the Tagns, and for removing the 
boats from the river in the event of invasion by the enemy. The vic- 
tuallers and other store ships ore not yet arrived at Flgueira; but the 
hussars are arrived there, under convoy of Capt. Mudge, and I have 
written to him to beg that he will land them. 

I am much obliged to you for sending the horse transports for the use 
of the 40th regt. I do not know whether there are any transports for 
them at Cadiz ; hnt as you will probably think it necessary to send convoy 
for them, you might probably send transports, if it is not certain that 
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there are some at Cadiz. I am certain that Mr. Frere will consent to their 
departure from Seville. 

I am much obliged to you for the orders which you have given to 
Capt. Grainger of the Semiramis. I had already sent out a schooner with 
a letter addressed to any officer going down the coast with a convoy having 
troops on board, to request him to put into tlie Mondego ; and I expect 
the arrival of a brigade of light troops, as well as the 23d light dragoons 
and the hussars. 

Gen. Beresford’s corps moved the day before yesterday. My advanced 
guard marched this morning ; and I hope that in a few days we shall be in 
possession of Oporto. I am afraid that the loss of the bridge of Amarante 
will prevent us from doing more than hurry the enemy out of Portugal. 


To Capt. Mndge, R.N. Coimbra, 7tU May, 1809. 

I have received your letter of yesterday evening, and I am much obliged 
to you for the newspapers you have transmitted. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if yon will be so kind as to land at 
Figueira the troops which have come from England under your convoy, 
with the exception of the men of the 2d batt. 24th regt., whom I should 
wish to have sent to Lisbon, that battalion being stationed upon the Tagus. 

As I have before had cavalry landed in the Mondego, I have reason to 
apprehend that you will experience difficulty in landing those which you 
have brought ; the best mode of effecting our object we found to be to- 
send into the river all the vessels whose draught of water would permit 
their passing the bar, where we experienced no difficulty in disembarking 
them. In respect to those vessels whose draught of water would not per- 
mit them to pass the bar, we disembarked the horses from them with the 
boats of the country, of which large numbers are to be found at Buarcos 
and Figueira, and thus took the horses across the bai‘ in tliese boats, and 
landed them with ease. 


To Maishol Betesford. Coimbra, 7tli May, 1809. 

Our friend came to Aveiro yesterday ; and I saw him last night at a fire 
on the road between Fomos and Martede. 

He says there are two parties now in the army : one, to seize at all 
events ; the other, who wish to seize only in case the person persists in 
declaring himself King. He had two plans to propose : one, that we 
should endeavor to draw Soult into a snare, by persuading some of the 
people in this part of the country to address him to declare himself King, 
and even that I should write to recommend the same measure to him, ns 
one most likely to pacify Portugal and Spain ; the other, tliat wo should 
make our dispositions, and attack forthwith, taking care to out off their 
retreat by a strong corp upon the Douro, and even at Villa Real. 

In respect to the measures proposed for my adoption, I declared that I 
could have nothing to do with them, as the inevitable result would be to 
deprive me of tlie confidence of the Portuguese. In respect to the attack, 
I told OUT friend that I would make it as soon as I could, but that the time 
must depend upon circumstances. He said that if Soult could bo induced 
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to declare liimself King, the whole army of Lahorde and Loison would 
declare against him, and lead the aitny back into France. 

I could not exactly understand hy what road the French were to inarch 
after having made good their retreat to Villa Real : he said, towards 
Benavente in Spain. However, it is not impossible that they might 
endeavor to pass the Douro and to go by Lamego, which place, indeed, 
our friend mentioned at one time, though he did not say where they were 
to go from Lamego. He showed me a paper very ably drawn up, as he 
said, by an ofScer of rank, pointing out their different fines of retreat, 
which states a decided preference for that of Villa Real, but to what point 
from Villa Real is not stated ; and I observe that there are several roads 
which lead through Villa Real, to Braganza, to Chaves, &c. Our friend 
particularly cautioned me against the employment of too small a corps to 
cut them off at Villa Real. Now upon all this the question is, what we 
shall do ? My opinion is, that we are not sufficiently strong in British 
troops to make such an attack upon Oporto as will oblige them to evacuate, 
that town, and to post such a corps at Villa Real as will effectually cut 
them off. We must be content, therefore, with preventing them from 
crossing the Douro ; and this can be done only by your being at Lamego 
as soon as possible, that is to say, by the 10th or 11th at latest. 

I conceive that your corps will be at Vizeu on tlje 8th, and may he at 
Lamego on the 10th : if I make my attack on the outposts on the Vouga 
at Ovar and Oliveira on the 9th, as I intended, it will be known at Ama- 
rante on tire morning of the 10th ; the French are in strength at that point ; 
and on the same day they may seize Lamego, supposing that to be their 
object. I propose, therefore, to delay my attack on the outposts till the 
10th, in hopes to give you time to occupy Lamego and the banks of the 
Douro before the enemy at Amarante shall know of it. 

In respect to your occupation of Villa Real, it would be a most im- 
portant and decisive step if you could venture upon it, supposing the 
enemy not to have anticipated you ; but I acknowledge that I should not 
like to see a British brigade, supported by 6000 or 8000 Portuguese troops, 
in any but a very good post, exposed to be attacked by tlie French army ; 
and I must observe that they would have every facility, and probably time, 
to attack you at Villa Real before I could arrive in a situation to assist you, 
by breaking the bridges at Oporto and Amarante ; and by defending the 
passages of the Douro and the Tamaga by rear guards. I therefore re- 
commend to you not to occupy VUla Real, even if you should find the 
French have not anticipated you, unless you should know that the post is 
of such a description as that you will certainly be able to hold it for 2 
or 3 or more days. In all tliis view of the case, the loss of the bridge of 
Amarante is a great misfortune, and is the greater from tlie manner in 
which it was lost. Our friend says it was carried by the French making 
two false attacks on the right, under cover of which they mined the barri- 
cade on the bridge, which was very strong, and blew it up in the morning 
at daylight j threw a column over it, which surprised the Portuguese asleep ; 
and they were unable to blow it up as they had intended; and the French 
carried everything before them. He says that the French courent sur let 
Portugais comme sHls ilaient des litres. He says that the French have 
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not lost above 200 or 300 men in all their attacks in Portugal, and advised 
me strongly not to put any trast in the Portuguese troops. 

Some of the Colonels of your regiments liave just been here to say that 
they cannot march, having no money to pay for the mules and muleteers 
attached to their corps to carry certain baggage. I have desired that 
money may be advanced to tliem, on the account of tlie Portuguese go- 
vernment, by our Paymaster Gen., which must be repaid ; but we ought 
to have had an account of all these wants before we took them. 


To Vise. Caaflereagh. Coimbra, 7tli May, 1809. 

I met last night , for the first time since I had seen him at Lisbon. 

He told me that the French army was at this time divided into two parties : 
one, which intended to seize Soult at all events, and to carry into execu- 
tion the plan he had before communicated to me ; the other, consisting of 

, and even those connected with Buonaparte, who were deter. 

mined to seize Soult, if he should declare himself King of Portugal, of 
which he has manifested an intention. This latter party would then lead 
the army into France, where it is underetood that Buonaparte wishes to 

have it. But thinks that if Soult was once seized, every thing would 

go on as his friends wished. He tlien made two propositions to inc : one, 
tliat I should make my arrangements to attack them immediately, taking 
care to cut off their retreat into Spain ; the other, Unit, if I would not 
make my attack immediately, I should endeavor to prevail upon the inha- 
bitants of some of the towns in Portugal with which 1 was in commuiilca- 
tion, to petition Soult to take upon himself the government of Portugal as 
King j and that I should even go so far as to advise him mysolf to take 
that step as the most likely to secure the peace of Portugal and Spain, and 
to lead to the overtiwow of Buonaparte. 

In answer to these propositions, I told , as to the first, that I should 

certainly operate upon Soult os soon as I should be ready. In regard to 
the second, I told him that I could not take any measures to induce the 
people of Portugal to act as he proposed, without incurring the risk of 
leading them to believe that I was unworthy of tlmir oonfidonce. He 
then gave me a good deal of information respecting the strengtli, the 
position, and the plans of the enemy, and of the detestation of Soult gene- 
rally prevailing in the army; all of which was confirmed by M. , 

who came with him ; and I sent him back without his having seen any of 
our troops, or knowing that we had such numbers collected here. 

I firmly believe what he says respecting the prevailing discontent, and 

I think it not improbable that , and others attached to Buonaparte, 

aware of it, and apprehensive of its effects, would turn it so far to account 
of Buonaparte, as to induce the army to seize their General, for being 
guilty of an ambitious abuse of his authority, and disobedionco of tlw 
orders of the Emperor. And if they are really in a scrape, which I ac- 
knowledge I doubt, they would make use of this act, if possible, to induce 

us to allow them to go away. This is certainly the caso if , , 

and others of that party knew of — — ’e communications with us, which I 
cannot find out. 
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To the Rt. Hon. J. Villictg. Coimbra, 7th May, 1809. 

I enclose a copy of a letter which I wrote this day to Beresford, and a 

letter to Lord Castlereagh, in respect to Capt, , which is open for 

your perusal. Forward the latter to England, and return the former. 

I have received your letter of die 5th. The measures proposed respect- 
ing the boats are very judicious. I shall he happy to receive any rein- 
forcements sent to me ; but I do not thinh I ought to ask for any. I have 
sent to Lisbon two ofiScera of engineers with orders respecting the defence 
of Lisbon, the Tagus, Palmella, and Setuval. Elvas has, I understand, a 
garrison of 10,000 men, which ought to be sufficient ; but I shall inquire 
upon that subject. 

I have written a very fine letter on my appointment as Marshal. 

I send, by this opportunity, a packet of army letters, and my dispatches 
for England, which I request you to forward by the first opportunity. I 
enclose a letter from Gen. Sherbrooke, which I beg you to peruse, and 
to act upon it as you may think proper. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Coimbra, 7th May, 1809. 

I have the’ honor to inform you, that, in conformity with the intention 
which I announced to your Lordship on the 27th April, I have assembled 
the army at this place, with the exception of the 2d batt. 30th regt., em- 
ployed to garrison Lisbon, and the detachment on the Tagus, under the 
command of Major Gen. Mackenzie. 

The whole were assembled here on the 5th inst., and, on the same day, 
a detachment consisting of one brigade of British infantry, and one 
squadron of British cavalry, and a corps of about 6000 Portuguese troops, 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery, moved towards Vizeu, under Gen. Beres- 
ford, in order to operate upon the enemy’s left ; while I shall move upon 
his right at Oporto, with the main body of the British army, and 2 bat- 
talions of Portuguese infantry. The British advanced guard commenced 
its march this morning. 

The enemy remains neai'ly in the same positions, as well on the Eastern 
frontier, and in the northern provinces of this Kingdom, as he did when I 
wrote last. No alteration whatever, that I know of, has been made in the 
positions of the French army on the Guadiana ; and the only difference in 
this quarter is, that the Portuguese General, Silveira, has been defeated 
upon the Tamaga, and the French have obtained the possession of the 
bridge of Amarante on the 2d inst. This acquisition is important, inas- 
much as it affords them the facility of retreating through the province of 
Tras os Montes. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Coimbra, 7th Hay, 1809. 

My dispatch of Ihis date will give you a notion of the state of affairs 
here, I think that I shall soon settle this port of the country in some way 
or other; and I shall then turn my attention entirely to Victor. I think 
it probable that Cuesta and I shall be more than a match for the French 
array on the Guadiana, and that we shall force them to retreat The tenor 
of my instructions will then become important ; and, unless they are 
altered, I shall he obliged to halt at the moment I shall have removed 
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from tlie Portuguese frontier the danger by which it is threatened ; pos- 
sibly, at that time at which tlie continuance of my advance might be most 
important to the cause of the Spaniards. I wish the King’s ministers to 
consider this point, and to give me a latitude to continue my operations 
in Spain, if I should consider them important to the Spanish cause and 
consistent with the safety of Portugal. 

To the Ht. Hon. 6. Canning. Coinibm, 7lh May, 1809. 

My dispatches and letters to Lord Castlereagh will inform you of the 
state of affairs here. I tliink we are getting on, and that we may make 
something of the Portuguese army. We want arms, however, and caps 
for the men ; and the pay of the officers must be increased. 

"Villiers informed me that he had written to you for permission to use 
the King’s name in the grant of this increase of pay, which he appeared 
to think so important, as to induce him to delay tlie execution of the 
orders he had received to recommend the increase of pay to the govern- 
ment till that authority should reach him, 

I acknowledge that, provided the increase of pay is granted, it is not of 
material importance whether the King’s name is used, or not, in the grant. 
On principle, I should say it ought not, as the King can have no right to 
claim an interference in a domestic concern of this description in any 
mode excepting by advice, with which advice the officers of the array 
might not be made acquainted ; but such is the state of the government of 
this country at present, that I conceive that they would feel such an inter- 
ference but little, if at all ; and it is better that Mr. Villiers should be 
gratified, even in this irregular wish, than that the measure should be 
delayed by any further consideration and discussion of it. 

I therefore beg of you either to grant or refuse, os soon os possible, the 
authority for which Mr. Villiers has asked to use the King’s name, in tlie 
grant of the increase of pay to the officers of the Portuguese ainny, which 
is really necessary on all grounds, but particularly in reference to tlie 
rkgme which has lately been adopted in respect to tliem. 

To Capt. Mudge, U. N. Coimbra, 8th May, 1809. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have heard that some men and horses 
for the 20th light dragoons are come out in the fleet under your convoy, 
which men and horses should go to Lisbon, as well as the detachment of 
the 24th foot, mentioned to you yesterday. Till I shall receive from the 
officer of the army a return of the troops in the convoy, I request that you 
will have disembarked only the horses and men in the 1st hussars, the 
men of tlie staff corps, and tliose of the Slth regt. 

G. O. Cuimbrn, Stii May, IBOB. 

3. The troops which will march are this day to receive meat for tn-raorrow, whicli must 
bo cooked, ami three diiys’ bread and foroge, for the 9tli, 10th, and 11th Inst, inclusive. 

i. The Commissary General will take measures tiint the assistant commissaries, with 
brigades, may besides be provided witli three days' bread and meat, according to tho direc- 
tions he has ivceived. 

5. The head quarters will be Ibiod to-morrow, at the Quinta do Graciosu, on the right 
of the road beyond Pio. 

6. The baggage of head quarters will move in rear of the troops; oflicers helonging to It 
will receive instructions from the Commandant. 
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To Major don. Hill. Coimbra, Stli May, 1S09. 

We halted yesterday to give Gen. Beresford time to get forward, and 
we shall proceed with our operations to-morrow. 

You will receive from the Q. M. G. a paper, fully explanatory to you 
of all that it is intended you should perform ; to which I have only to 
add, 1st, that you will find the boats ready for you at Aveiro, and will 
have to get boatmen only, in which Douglas, whom I send to you, will 
assist you : 2dly, that I mean you should bring up to-morrow night in 
such a place as tlmt the enemy cannot discover you, in that part of the 
river or lake of which the banka are swampy : 3dly, that you should land 
your light infantry below the town, where it is certain the enemy never 
is, in order to secure the unmolested disembarkation of tlie remainder of 
your corps at Ovar, where it is possible the enemy may have a small 
patrole. 

I recommend to you to cook a day’s provisions at Aveiro for your men 
for the 10th, and to refresh your men at Ovai-, while you are waiting 
there to learn the progress of Gen. Cotton with his cavalry. Having 
communicated with that General, you will then move from Ovai- by the 
road which leads from Ovar to Feira, till that road meets the great road 
from Coimbra to Oporto. You will halt there till you shall be joined by 
the cavalry. My intention is to push the enemy as far as 1 can on the 
lOtli, even into Oporto if possible. 

To Vico Adm. tlio Hon. G. neikoloy. Coimbra, 8th May, 1809. 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th, 
and I have given directions for the issue of hkt and forage to the naval 
and marine officers employed to garrison the forts on the Tagus. 

To the Senior OlBcei of H. M.'e Navy at Figueira. Coimbra, Bth May, 1809. 

I am in daily expectation of the arrival of a convoy of provisions and 
stores from Lisbon at Figueira, and as I purpose to move forward the 
army to-morrow, I shall be obliged, to you, when the convoy shall arrive, 
to send them to Aveiro, where I shall transmit further directions for 
them. 


G. A. O, Coimbra, stii May, Isog, 

1 . Lieut. Gen. Paget being arrived to-day, llie army is to be divided os follows, till the 
otlior Lieutenant Generals attached to it will join. 

Guards 1 

Major Gen. Hill's I t,. 

Brig. Gen. A. Campbell's ..... | ^ 

Brig. Gen. Cameron's J 

with a brigade of heavy 6 pounders, and a brigade of light 6 pounders. 

2. Tile King's German Legion . ■ 

Brig. Gen. Soiitag's , . • . . 

Brig. Gen. R. Stewart's .... 

with one brigade of 6 pounders, and one brigade of S pounders. 

3. These wings will be formed into two or more lines, as circumstances may regnirc, 
and brigades will be detached iVom them according to circumstances, to form advanced 
guards and reserves : there is to he no alteration in the orders of march to-monow. 

Mmwrandim. Orders will always be given out immediately on the arrival of head 
quarters at a new station ; brigade majors will come provided with the addresses of their 
General officers. 


[lib U 


Left wing. 




PORTUGAl 


322 

The A.O. to Capt, de Sousa, J.D.C. to Marshal Beresfonl. flth May, 1809. 

The return of the Portuguese ai-my, which is requhod hy Lieut._Gon. Sir A. 
Wellesley, is to include the whole; specifying that part of it which is advancing 
under the immetUote orders of Marslml Beresford. 


Tlie memomiidiimsfor the movements of (he army were given liy tlie Cmnmantler of the 
Forces to the Q.M.G., and circulated by him, as the General Ordcra were by the Adj. (tWi., 
to the dilTereiit corns uiid divisions of the army< The detailed inslmctions, liowever, ol 
eacli day’s marcli have not been introduced, but only those mlating to strategical move- 
ments preparatory to active operations and battles. 

Extracts from the instructions communicated by tiioQ. M. O. relative to the advance of 
the ermy towards Oporto. 

* Ooiml)ra» 8tli May» 1800. 

‘ Tlie brigade commanded by Major Gen. Hill, which has been already ordered to bo at 
Aveiro early on the 0th inst., will embark there the same day, on board the boats wliich 
will he prepared for it; so that the embarkation may be completed a little before the time 
of low watw, which will be about 4 o’clock p.si. The brigade will then jirocced towards 
Over; but orders arc to be previously given for the boats to bring-to obout 2 leagues short 
of Ovor, and there remain till slack water on the morning of the 10th, which will be about 
4 A.M., when the whole will again proceed. The object of this delay is to jireveiil the 
enemy becoming aware of Gen. Hill’s approacli until tlie advanced guard of the column 
under Major Gen. Cotton, which is to match by the great road from Coimbra, shall have 
arrived near the French outposts. 

* Gen. Hill will cause 3 companies of light infantry to be disembarked at a landing place 
which is on the western side of the Lake of Aveiro, about lialf a league from Ovar, with 
instnictions to advance rapidly and possess tliemselvos of the town and harbour, in order to 
thoilitate the landing of the rest of the brigade. 

• As Brig. Gen. Cameron's brigade, witli a brigade of 8 pounders, is to bo at Aveiro on 
the 10th inst., to follow Gen. Hill, the boats am to bo sent back to Avoim with llio least 
possible delay, for the conveyance of these troops ; and precautions mmt he taken t o prevent 
the escape of the boatmen, and to cause them to proceed direct to their desliiiatioii. 

‘ Gen. Hill will inform himself at Over respecting the roads which lead fiora liiat place 
towards the rivet Vouga, lest any event should occur to render it necessary to use them ; 
a small detachment of Portuguese cavalry will be sent by the road leading from Angeja to 
Ovar, very early on the morning of the 10th, to join Gen. Hill, and he will he so good os 
not to move forward from Ovar, until he lias certain intelligence of Gen. Cotton’s troops 
having reached Oliveira on the Oporto road. 

‘ Major Gen. Cotton will cause the cavalry to begin their march during the night of the 
9th inst., or very early on the monilng of the 10th, so that the head of the colninn may 
arrive by daybreak at the outposts of the Portuguese troops under the command of Col. 
Traut. The brigade of 3 pounder guns may eidier accompany the cavalry, or move witii 
the nearest brigade of infantry, os Gen. Cotton may think proper. Brig, Gen. R. Stewart’s 
brigade of infantry, with half a brigade of 6 pounders, will follow the cavalry. The King's 
^rmsn Iiegion, with half a brigade of 8 pounders, will follow Gen. R. Stewart’s brigade ; 
and Major Gen. Murray will regulate tbe match of &e legion, so os to bo at hand to give 
efficient support to the troops in front, 

' Major Gen. Cotton’s flrst object will he to endeavor to surprise the enemy’s advanced 
guard near Albergaria Nova. And when a junction shall have been efl'ected with Gen, 
Hill, where the ro^ from Coimbra and Ovar meet, he will press the enemy ; and if nn 
opportunity should offer for doing so, he will attempt to pass the bridge at Oporto witii 
the French rear guard, or at all events endeavor to prevent, if possible, the destruction of 
the bridge. He will secure whatever boats may be found on tbe loft bonk of the river. 

‘ Brig. Gen. Cameron's brigade, with a brigade of 6 pounders, will form on the Oporto 
road, 3 miles in advance of Coimbra, early on the moroiiig of tbe 9th inst., and will march 
at 6 A.II. to cantonments at Murtede and adjacents. These troops will proceed on the lOlh 
to Aveiri^ there to embark and join Gen. Hill at Ovar. 

‘ The brigade of Guards, with 1 brigade of 6 pounders, Brig. Gen. Alex. CampiiolVs 
brigade, and Brig. Gen. Soiitag’s brigade, will form, under the orders of Lieut. Gen. 
Sherbrooke, on the momins of the 9th inst., in roar of Gen. Cameron’s brigado j and will 
proceed at a.m. by the Oporto road, to Mealliada and adjacent villages. Tlicse brigades 
will continue their march on the morning of the 10th inst. at the same hour. 

‘Ail the troops are to be marched off by their right. The baggage of head quarters will 
precede the troops under Lieut. Gen, Sherbrooke.' 
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To tbe Rt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Quinta de la Gracioso, 9th May, 1809. 

I have just received your letter of the 4th, and I am very much obliged 
to you for having given me such immediate intelligence of the march of 
a French corps from Aragon, prohahly directed to the relief of Marshal 
Ney, or of Marshal Soult. I have not yet heard from any other quarter 
of the approach of tliis corps to the frontiers of Portugal, and yet we 
have garrisons in Chaves, Braganza, Ciudad Bodrigo, and Almeida. It is 
possible, therefore, it may have been stopped, or its destination altered. 
The troops under my command have commenced their operations against 
Marshal Soult, one column having marched by Vizeu towards Laraego, 
and another under my own command being on its march towards Oporto. 
Tliis last will cross the Vouga, on which are the enemy’s outposts, to- 
morrow morning. 

I do not think Hiat the intelligence which you have communicated to 
me, even if it were confirmed, should induce me to alter my plan, till the 
enemy’s force from Aragon should be nearer to us. 

In respect to Soult, I shall omit nothing that I can do to destroy him ; 
but as he has lately forced the important point of the bridge of Amarante, 
and has since taken possession of Villa Real, I am afraid that it is not in 
my power, with the force which I have at my disposal, to prevent him 
retreating into Spain. The question will tlien remain for consideration, 
whether it is best for Portugal and the general cause that I should turn 
my attention to Victor’s corps, and remain upon the defensive in the 
north of Portugal ; or that I should follow Soult, or attack Ney in 
Galicia, and leave the east of Portugal on the defensive. The solution of 
this question will depend very much upon the extent of the enemy’s 
force in Galicia and the Spanish provinces bordering upon the north of 
Portugal. 

If tlie safety of Portugal should he seriously threatened in that quarter, 
you will see by my instructions I must consider that my principal object, 
and I must therefore remain in the north. If, on the other hand, nothing 
should remain in the Spanish provinces bordering on the north of Por- 
tugal, excepting the corps of Ney and Soult, I conceive I should act in 
the best manner for Portugal, and for the whole of the Peninsula, by co- 
operating in a plan to oblige Victor to retreat, or, if possible, in his defeat. 

I fear that the letters which I have already written to Gen. Cuesto, and 
for Don M. de Garay, will have prevented you from making use of my 
name to induce the Junta MUitar to adopt the plan of ofiensive operations 
in La Mancha ; in the same manner as my promise to return to co-operate 
with Gen. Cuesta, after I should have obliged Soult to withdraw from the 
north of Portugal, has prevented you from promising that co-operation 
as a condition in case the Spaniards should carry on those proposed opera- 
tions. My reason for recommending that defensive measures should he 


O. O. Stk May, 1809. 

3. Tlie Comraander of the Forces requests that attention may be ^id to the order rela- 
tive to soldiers marching ont of the ranks, and he desires ttiat the files may be counted, 
and if men are absent the roll shall be called of each company, when the men will reach 
their ground after a march, and absentees are to be reported to the officer commanding 
brigades. 
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adopted every vrliere was, that the troops not absolutely necessary for 
defence in any point might be sent to reinforce Gen. Cuesta, who, by his 
^own account, did not appear to me to be sufficiently strong to defend the 
important point which he occupies, and upon which all seems to me to 
depend. 

An offensive operation in La Mancha might be of use to me and to the 
north of Spain, ly diverting the French corps said to be destined for this 
quarter, and on its march from Aragon, if there should bo no reservo in 
Ihe neighbourhood of Madrid. Whetlier there should be such a corps or 
not, it might be fatal to Cuesta, to the seat of government, and to all the 
important interests in the south of Spain; and as the French would 
always have it in their power to draw towards Madrid the corps supposed 
to he on its march from Aragon, this offensive operation would give them 
but little uneasiness for the safety of that city. In this consideration of 
the subject I have supposed that this operation would he successful, which 
is by no means certain. However, upon all these points, the decision 
must turn upon an acemute knowledge of relative numbers, and of the 
position of corps, which I acknowledge I do not possess ; and I ought to 
have refrained from giving Gen. Cuesta, or Don M. de Garay, through 
you, my opinion upon this subject. But I don’t think I could, with 
propriety, have avoided infoiming Gen. Cuesta of my intentions, in case 
I should succeed in removing Soult from Portugal, or in defeating him. 

I have just heard that tlie Marques de la Romana is in tho neighbour- 
hood of Monterey, and I shall endeavor to communicate witli him there. 
If he should be at Monterey, it is possible tliat he has heard of the move- 
ment of die French corps from Aragon, and that he has drawn back to- 
wards the frontiers of Portugal. 

To the Marquee de la Romana. Quinta de la Gracioso, ce 6 Mai, 1809. 

Le Chevalier Wilson ay ant fait savoir au Mardchal Beresford que vous 
dtiez aupres de Monterey, je vous dcris pour vous faire savoir que je suis 
en marche pour attaquer le corps du Mardchal Soult k Oporto ; et que je 
passerai le Vouga demain. Le Mardchal Beresford est & present tl Vizeu, 
et sera demain, ou le jour suivant, h Lamego. L’ennemi, ayant ddfait le 
coips du Gdndral Silveira, a occupd le pont d’Amarante et la ville de Villa 
Real ; e’est done probable qu’il compte faire sa retraite, ou le long du 
Douro vers Zamora, ou par Braganza, ou par Chaves en Galice. 

J’ai reiju aujourd’hui des nouvelles de Seville, du 4 de ce mois. Les 
armdes des deux cdtes sont postdes comme elles I’ont dtd depuis un mois. 
M. Frere me mande qu’un corps, censd 6tre de 16,000 hommes, a quittfe 
1’ Aragon le 14 du mois passd, et doit passer par Tudela le 16 ; son but est, it 
ce qu’on dit, de donner la main au Mardchal Ney. Je n’ai pas eu de nouvelles 
de ce corps ; et je vous serai bien obligd de me faire savoir si vous en 
avez reQUes. 

To Moishal Beresford. Quinta de la Graciosa, 9 th May, 1809, 

I enclose an extract of a letter wliich I have just received from Mr, 
Frere, announcing the march of a French corps from Aragon towards tliis 
part of the Peninsula. 
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Before I had received your letter of the Ith, I thought it possible that 
Soult might have heard of this corps, as Trant sent me a report this morn- 
ing that the enemy had his whole force in Villa Nova and south of the 
Douro, where he was intrenching himself; but since the receipt of your 
letter, stating tliat Romana is at Monterey, I think it most probable that 
he has heard of the movement of this corps to reinforce Ney, and that he 
has withdrawn in consequence towards tlie frontiers of Portugal. Whether 
tins corps is coming here, or wherever it may be going, I see no reason 
for altering our plan of operations, at least till we shall hear that they are 
nearer us ; and therefore I shall cross the Vouga to-morrow morning, and 
lose no time in proceeding to Oporto. 

The British troops who marched with you went away provided with 
bread for 6 days, and with meat and forage for 3 days, as did the Portu- 
guese battalions in the British brigade, I believe. I have ordered the 
Commissary General to send for 6 days’ of every thing from Coimbra for 
10,000 men ; besides that a Commissary is sent to Vizeu to xuepare pro- 
visions for you. 

I enclose a letter for Romans, which I beg of you to forward. I consider 
the letter I wrote to you the other day as entirely applicable to the present 
situation of affairs, unless indeed the enemy should really have crossed the 
Douro, and should intend to fight us on this side of the river. In that case 
you might cross and attack him at Villa Real, without risk of great loss ; 
and therefore, and for every reason, I recommend to you to collect as 
many boats, high up, as you can lay your hands upon. .If I can spare 
them, you shall have the cavalry after to-morrow. Send people to Bra- 
ganza, Chaves, Ciudad Rodrigo, and even to Zamora, if you can, to trans- 
mit intelligence of this corps from Aragon, 

To Marshal Betesrord. Conveiito do Grijo, 11th May, 1809 , 

If the French should weaken their corps about Amarante and Villa 
Real, so as to give you any reeison to hope that you can do anything 
against them, then I wish you to attack them, and take any opportunity of 
getting possession of either of these points. But remember that you are 
a Commander in Chief of an army, and must not be beaten ; therefore do 
not undertake anytliing with your troops, if you have not some strong hopes 
of success. I have a plan to reinforce that point also, if the French should 
cross the Douro, and pretend to defend tlicmselves at Oporto by so doing. 

To the Rt. Hou. J. ViHierfi. 6 a.M. Iltli May, 1809. 

I have just time to tell you, that we drove in the enemy’s cavalry, and 
other posts, north of the Vouga, yesterday, and gained ground as far as 
Oliveira. We attempted to surprise the cavalry, which attempt failed, 
for causes into which it is not necessary to enter ; and afterwards we did 
not do as much as we ought against the cavalry. With the infantry we 
gained a good deal of ground. 

G. O. Cunvento do Gnjo. lUh Muy, 1809. 

4. The Commander of the Forces calls the attention of officers commanding regiments and 
companies relative to the orders respecting the regularity of march, keeping their com- 

i rallies collected, not ijermitting their men to straggle. Lieut. Col. Doyle, of tlic IGth 
Portuguese, is referred particularly to this order. 

VOL. MI. 
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I hope that we shall have finished with Soult hcfiirc tlie reinforcejiients 
can arrive of which Frere has given intelligence. They tell mo that tlie 
Portuguese riflemen, the students I believe, behaved remarkably well. 

P. S. We took one piece of cannon. 

To tlio Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. 0 r-M., lUli May, 1800. 

I wrote to you tliis morning to apprise you of our operations of yesterday ; 
I have now the pleasure to inform you, that we have been still mor(! suc- 
cessful this day. We have completely beaten a covjh of about 4000 
infantry tliat was opposed to us in two affairs, first with its outposts, and 
afterwards itself. The corps engaged were the Ist battalion of detaeli- 
ments, 2 battalions K.G.L., and Col. Doyle’s battalion of the Kith Porbi- 
guese regt. This last regiment behaved remarkably well. Kecollect that 
in talking upon this subject, you do not forget to mention the name of the 
Colonel of the regiment, who was in the field I know, for I had given him a 
piece of my mind in the morning. Two squadrons of cavalry, one of the 
16th and one of the 20th, under Charles Stewart, also did great execution. 

The enemy showed but little cavalry, and made no great stand. Indeed 
Gen. Murray’s movement with the German Legion upon their left flank, 
and tliat of the Portuguese battalion upon tlioir right, would have made 
any troops quit their position. 

I do not know whether they propose to give us another Gold day on this 
side of Oporto, but I should think not, as they did not show their cavalry 
this day. If they should do so, I shall have my whole corps upon them. 
This day 1 had only the advanced guard. 

P.S. We have lost some few men killed and wounded, and have taken some. 

To Visa. Costlereagli. Oporto, I2t1i May, 1800. 

I had the honor to apprise your Lordship on the Tth inst., that I 
intended that tlie army should march on the 9th from Coimbra, to dis- 
possess the enemy of Oporto. 

The advanced guard and the cavalry had marched on the 'Ith, and the 
whole hod halted on the 8th, to afford time fur Marshal Beresford with 
his corps to arrive upon the Upper Douro. 

The infantry of the army was formed into 3 divisions for this expedition, 
of which 2, the advanced guard, consisting of the King’s German Legion, 
and Brig. Gen. R. Stewart’s brigade, with a brigade of 6 pounders, and a 
brigade of 3 pounders, under Lieut. Gen. Paget ; and the cavalry under 
Lieut. Gen. Payne ; and the brigade of Guards, Brig. Gen. Campbell’s 
and Brig. Gen. Sontag’s brigades of infantry, with a brigade of 6 pounders, 
under Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke, moved by the high road from Coimbra to 
Oporto ; and one. Composed of Major Gen. Hill’s and Brig. Gen. Came- 
ron’s brigades of infantry, and a brigade of 6 pounders, under the com- 
mand of Major Gen. Hill, by the road from Coimbra to Aveiro. 

On the 10th in the moming, before daylight, the cavalry and advanced 
guard crossed the Vouga, with the intention to surprise and cut off 4 
regiments of French cavalry, and a battalion of infantry and artillery, 
cantoned in Alhergaria Nova and the neighbouring villages, about 8 miles 
ftom that river, in tlie last of which we foiled ; but the superiority of the 



PORTUGAL. 


227 


British cavalry was evident throughout the day. We took some jirisoners 
and their cannon from them ; and the advanced guard took up the position 
of Oliveira. On the same day Major Gen. Hill, who had embarked at 
Aveiro on the evening of the 9th, arrived at Ovar, in die rear of the 
enemy’s right j and the head of Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke’s division passed 
the Vouga on the same evening. 

On tlie 1 1th, the advanced guard and cavalry continued to move on the 
high road towards Oporto, with Major Gen. Hill’s division in a parallel 
road which leads to Oporto from Ovar. On the arrival of the advanced 
guard at Vefidas Novas, between Souto Redondo and Grijo, they fell in 
with the outposts of the enemy’s advanced guard, which were immediately 
driven inj and shortly afterwards we discovered the enemy’s 'advanced 
guard, consisting of about 4000 infantry and some squadrons of cavalry, 
strongly posted on tlie heights above Grijo, their front being covered by 
woods and broken ground. The enemy’s left flank was turned by a move- 
ment well executed by Major Gen. Murray, with Brig. Gen.,Langwerth ’3 
brigade K.G.L. ; while the 16th Portuguese regt. of Brig. Gen. R. 
Stewart’s brigade attacked their right, and the riflemen of the 95th, and 
the flank companies of the 29th, 43d, and 52d of the same brigade, under 
Major Way, attacked the infantry in the woods and village in their centre. 
These attacks soon obliged the enemy to give way ; and Brig. Gen. the 
Hon. C. Stewart led 2 squadrons of the 16lh and 20th dragoons, under 
the command of Major Blake, in pursuit of the enemy, and destroyed 
many and took several prisoners. 


G O. Oporto, util May, 1809. 

Thu Commander of the Farces congratulates tlie troops upon the success which has 
attended their operations for the last four days, upon whicli they have traversed above 80 
miles of most difBcult country, in which they have carried some formidable positions, 
hare beat the enemy repeatedly, and have ended by forcing the pass.ige of the Rouro, and 
defending the position they bad so baldly taken up, with numliers far inferior to those with 
which they viae attacked. In the course of this short expedition the Commander of the 
Forces has had repeated opportunities of witnessing and applauding the gallantry of 
the officers and troops, the activity and conduct of the 0.?th, and of the light infantry 
of the 29th, 43d, and S2d. The liravery of the llith Portuguese regiment, the able 
movement made by Major Gen. Murray with tlie Ist and 2d batt. Hanoverian Legion, 
under Brig. Gen. Langwerth, and the gallant attack made by Brig. Gen, the Hon. 
C. Stewart, with a squadron of tlie 16th, and a squadron of the 2Ulh light dragoons, under 
the cnmmojid of Major Blake of tlie 2Uth, cemtributed essentially to the success of the 
attack on tlie enemy’s advanced guard on the lltb, and tlie steady gallantry of the Buffs, 
48th and 1 6lh regts. under the command of Major Gen. Hill. The timely passage of the 
Doiiro and subsequent movement on the enemy’s flank by Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke, with the 
brigade of Guards and 29tb regt, and the bravery of the 3 squadrons of the 1 4 th light 
dragoons, under the command of Major Hervey, and led by Brig, Gen. the Hon. C. 
Stewart, obtained the victory, which bos coiitribated so much to the honor of the troops 
on this day. 'J'he Commander of the Forces has to express his acknowledgments to Lieut 
Gen. the Hon. £. Paget, for the maimer in which he conducted the advanced guard un 
the lOtb, 11th, and 12tb, and in which he took un the position beyond the Douro, and he 
regrets the misfortune which has deprived him (he hopes only for a time) of bis assistance. 

To Lieut Geii. Sherbrooke, Major Gen. Murray, Major Gen. Hill; to Brig. Gen. the 
Hon. C. Stewart ; to Lieut Col. De Lancey, Q. M. G.’s department, and Cant Mellish, 
Adj. Gen.’e department, in the assistance they tendered Gen. Stewart, in his charge of the 
enemy's defeated infantry, on the 11th and 12th, and to Major C. Campbell, of the Adj. 
Gem's deparhneiit, for the assistance he rendered Gen. Hill, on the defence of his posf^ 
and Brig. Gen. the Hon. C. Stewart in his charge on the enemy's infantry, on the 12th. 

The Commander of the Forces also acknowledges the assistance he hos received from the 
A. G. and Q. M. G., and the officers of these departments respectively, and to Lieut, Col. 
Bathurst and the officers of his personal stnfl'. 

Q 2 




aas poaTUQAL. 

On the night of the 11th the enemy crossed the Douro and destroyed 
the bridge over that river. It was important, with a view to the opera- 
tions of Marshal Beresford, that I should cross the Dotiro immediiilely ; 
and I had sent Major Gen. Murray in the morning with a battalion of the 
King’s Gorman Legion, a squadron of cavalry, and two f) jjoiuidors, to 
endeavor to collect boats, and, if possible, to cross llio river at Avinlas, 
about 4 miles above Oporto j and I had as many boats as could be col- 
lected brought to the ferry, immediately above the towns of Oporto and 
Villa Nova, The ground on the right bank of tlio river at this ferry in 
protected and commanded by tlie fire of cannon, placed on the hciglit of 
the Sorra convent at Villa Nova; and there appeared to be a good position 
for our troops on the opposite side of the river, till they should be ool - 
lected in sutheient numbers. The enemy took no notice of our collection 
of boats, or of the embarkation of the troops, till after the 1st battalion 
(the Buffs) were landed, and had taken up their position, under the com- 
mand of Lieut, Gen. Paget, on the opposite side of the river. They then 
commenced an attack upon them, with a largo body of cavalry, infantry, 
and artillery, under the command of Marshal Sonlt, which that corps 
most gallantly sustained, till supported successively hy the 48tli and (Kith 
regts., belonging to Major Gen. Hill’s brigade, and a Portuguese bat- 
talion, and afterwards hy the first battalion of detachments belonging to 
Brig. Gen. R. Stewart’s brigade. Lieut. Gen. Paget was unfortunately 
wounded soon after the attack oomiunncod, when the command of these 
gallant troops devolved upon Major Gen. Hill. 

Although the French made repeated attacks upon them, they made no 
impression; and at last, Major Gen. Murray having appeared on the 
enemy’s left flank on his march from Avintas, where he had crossed ; and 
Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke, who hy this Ume had availed himself of the 
enemy’s weakness in the town of Oporto, and had crossed the Douro iil. 
the ferry between the towns of Villa Nova and Oporto, having appeared 
upon their right with the brigade of Guards and the 29th regt.,thc whole 
retired in the utmost confusion towards Amarante, leaving behind them .5 
pieces of cannon, 8 ammunition tumbrils, and many prisoners. 

The enemy’s loss in killed and wounded in this action has been very 
large, and tliey have left behind them in Oporto 700 sick and wounded. 
Brig. Gen. the Hon, C. Stewart then directed a charge hy a squadron of 
the 14tli dragoons, under the command of Major Hervey, who made a suc- 
cessful attack on die enemy’s rear guard. 

In the different actions with the enemy, of which I have above given 
your Lordship an account, we have lost some, and tlio immediate services 
of other valuable officers and soldiers. In Lieut. Gen. Paget, among the 
latter, 1 have lost the assistance of a friend, who Imd been most useful to 
me in the few days which hod elapsed siuce he had joined tho army. He 
had rendered a most important service at the moment ho received his 
wound, in taking up the position which the troops afterwards nminlaini'd, 
and in hearing the first brunt of the enemy’s attack. Major Hervey also 
distinguished himself at tlie moment he received his wound in the charge 
of the cavalry on this day. 

I cannot say too much in favor of tho officers and troops. They have 
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marched in 4 days over 80 miles of most difficult country, have gained 
many important positions, and have engaged and defeated 3 different bo- 
dies of the enemy’s troops. 

I beg particularly to draw your Lordship’s attention to the conduct of 
Lieut. Gen. Paget, Major Gen. Murray, Major Gen. Hill, Lieut. Gen. 
Sherbrooke, Brig. Gen. the Hon. C. Stewart; Lieut. Col. Delancey, 
D. Q. M. G., and Capt. Mellish, A. A. G., for the assistance they respect- 
ively rendered Gen. the Hon. C. Stewart in the charge of the cavalry 
this day and on the 1 1th ; Major C. Campbell, A. A. G., for the assistance 
he rendered Major Gen. Hill in the defence of his post ; and Brig. Gen. 
the Hon. C. Stewart in the charge of the cavalry this day ; and Brigade 
Major Fordyce, Capt. Currie, and Capt. Hill, for the assistance they ren- 
dered Gen. Hill. 

I have also to request your Lordship’s attention to the conduct of the 
riflemen and of the flank companies of the 29th, 43d, and 52d regts., under 
tlie command of Major Way of the 29th ; that of the 16th Portuguese 
regt., commanded by Col. Machado, of which Lieut. Col. Doyle is Lieut. 
Colonel ; that of the brigade of the King’s German Legion, under the 
command of Brig. Gen. Langwerth j and that of the 2 squadrons of the 16th 
and 20th light dragoons, under the command of Major Blake of the 20th, 
in the action of the 11th: and the conduct of the Buffs, commanded by 
Lieut. Col. Drummond ; the 48th, commanded by Col. Duckworth ; and 
66th, commanded by Major Murray, who was wounded; and oJf the 
squadron of the 14th dragoons, under the command of Major Hervey, in 
the action of this day. 

I have received the greatest assistance from the Adj. Gen., and Col. 
Murray, Q. M. G., and from all the officers belonging to those depart- 
ments respectively throughout the service, as well as from Lieut. Col. 
Bathurst and tlie officers of my personal staff ; and I have every reason to 
he satisfied with the artillery and officers of engineers. 

I send this dispatch by Capt. Stanhope, whom I beg to recommend to 
your Lordship’s protection : his brother, the Hon. Major Stanhope, was 
unfortunately wounded by a sabre whilst leading a charge of tlie 16th. 
light dragoons on the 10th inst. 

Return of Ordnance captured on tlie 12th May, 1809. 

Ten 12-ponndeis; twelve 8-pouuders; eighteen 4-pDunderB; sixteen 3-poandeis; two 
howitzers. 

Retain of the killed, wounded, and missing on the 10th, llth, and 12th May, 1809. 
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To Miirshal Bcresfnrd. Oporto, I2lh Bliiy, 1800. 

I wrote to you at 12, to inform you that the enemy had left this town, 
excepting their small guards, and that my troops are passing over. 

As soon as one battalion, the Buffs, had passed, the enemy made a most 
furious attack upon them, which they continued for about 2 hours. We 
threw over reinforcements as fast as we could ; but the most wo could do 
was to send over the remainder of Hill’s brigade and the Portuguese batta- 
lion, which corps defended themselves most gallantly, and wo ended by 
obtaining a complete victory. We have taken some pieces of cannon, 
how many I cannot say, many prisoners, killed vast uumhers ; and the 
infantry went off towards Valongo and Amarante in tlie utmost confusion. 
Some of the cavalry went the same way. I am much afraid that we shall 
not he able to march till the day after to-morrow. 

I have received your letter of the 9th. Keep Villa Real if you can do 
so with safety, and depend upon my being close upon the heels of the 
French. I shall state my movements exactly as soon as I can. 

To Capt. Grainger, R.N., off Oporto. Oporto, 12tli May, 1809. 

I have the honor to communicate to you that the troops under my 
command have gained possession of the town of Oporto, after having de- 
feated the enemy. And I have to request that you will have the goodness 
to allow Capt Dench, of H. M. S. Nautilus, to convey my dispatches to 
England, and to communicate the information to the Lords Commissioners 
of 5ie Admiralty. 

To Murtchnl Soult. Oporto, co 13 Mni, 1800. 

Vous savez que vous avez laissd dans cette ville un grand nombre do 
malodes et de blesstfs, dont vous pouvez fetre sur que je prundrai lo plus 
grand soin, et qu’autant que jc le pourrai, personne ne leur fora du mal. 
Mais vous avez oublid de laisser avec eux des olficiers de santd pour Ics 
soigner. Je ne crois pas qu’on doive se fier aux olOcicrs de santd de la 
viUe d’Oporto ; et je vous previens que jc ii’ai pas un plus grand nombre 
d’officiers de sontd, qu’il ne me faut pour lo service des troupes qui sont 
sous mes ordres. 

Je vous prie done d’en envoyer ici un nombre suf&sant pour le soin do 
tons les malades et blessds de I’armdo Fran<;aise que vous avez laissiis ici, 
et je vous promets que quand ils auront gudri les malades, ils vous seront 
renvoyds. 

Vous avez quelques ofSciers et soldats do I’armde Angloise, prisonniers 
de guerre, et je serai bien aise d’dtablir avec vous un cartel d’dohange 
pour ceux de I’arrado Fran^oise que j’ai en mon pouvoir. 

To the Ht. Hoii. J. Villiers. Oporto, 13lh May, 1809. 

I informed you of our success on the lldi. Wo forced the passage of 
the Dom'o yesterday. Tlte enemy attacked us upon the disembarkation 
of the first of our troops, and we completely defeated them with the loss 
of many men, guns, &c. All our troops were in Oporto last night. 
Paget, I am sorry to say, was wounded in the right arm, which was ampu- 
tated, and he is doing well. Our loss has not otherwise been groat. I 
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shall send you a copy of my dispatch to England which I shall send from 
hence, if I can get the officer of the Navy to go with it. 

P.S. Soult was in the action, and the enemy are off to Amarante. We 
follow them immediately. 


Proclamation. 

Arthur tVellesley, Commander of the British army in Portugal, and Marshal General of 
the armies of H. R. H. the Prince Regent. 

Oporto, 13th May, 1809, 

Inhabitants of Oporto I The French troops having been expelled from 
this town by the superior gallantry and discipline of the army under my 
command, I call upon the inhabitants of Oporto to be merciful to the 
wounded and prisoners. By the laws of war they are entitled to my pro- 
tection, which I am determined to afford them j and it will be worthy of 
tlie generosity and bravery of the Portuguese nation not to revenge the 
injuries which have been done to them on these unfortunate persons, who 
can only be considered as instruments in the hands of the more powerful, 
who are still in arms against us. I therefore call upon the inhabitants of 
this town to remain peaceably in their dwellings. I forbid all persons 
not military to appear in the streets with arms ; and I give notice that 1 
shall consider any person who shall injure any of the wounded or of the 
prisoners as guilty of the breach of my orders. 

I have appointed Col. Trant to command in this town till the pleasure 
of the government shall be known ; and I have ordered him to take care 
that this Proclamation is obeyed. 

To the Hon. B. Paget. Opoito, 13th May, 1809. 

1 am much concerned to have to inform you that poor Edward was 
wounded yesterday in the right arm, and that it has been necessary to 
amputate it. He is, however, doing remarkably well, and is in good 
spirits. He crossed the Douro with the first of the troops, who were 
afterwards attacked ; and he was shot at an early period in the hand, and 
through the great artery of his arm, and was obliged to leave the field. 

I cannot express to you how much I regret the loss of his assistance, or 
how much the joy of the whole army on account of this success has been 
damped by the misfortune of him who has been the principal promoter of 
it. I hope, however, that he will soon recover. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Opoito, 13th May, 1809. 

I now enclose the copy of my dispatch to Lord Castlereagh, of which 
you will communicate such parts as you may tliink proper to ihe govern- 


G. A. O. Opoito, ISOi May, 1809. 

1, Tbe following troops ore this dar, or to-morrow morning early, to receive 3 daya^ 
bread for the Idtb, ISth, and 16th, vfz. tlie brigade of Guards, Brig. Gen. A. Camphell's, 
Brig. Gen. Cameron’s, the cavalry, two brigades of light 6^oundeis : the liorses of the 
cavalry, artillery, staff, &c, are to receive S days' oafs or liidian com for tbe same time. 
The above mentioned corxis are to march to-morrow morning at such hours, and according 
to routes which will be sent to them by the Q. M. G. ; they ore to cook meat this day fox 
to-morrow. 

2. SjKire musket ammunition must bo sent with these cor|». 
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ment. I have written a short letter to Forjaz, containing the outline of 
our proceedings. 

I have appointed Col. Trant to he Commandant of Oporto, and the 
troops under his commai:d to be the garrison, till the orders of the govorn- 
nient shall be given. I have also appointed the former Corregidor to be 
Corregidor till the orders of goveniment should be known. It was neces- 
sary to make this appointment, in order to get the supplies which the 
place could afford. I have also issued a Proclamation, calling upon the 
inhabitants to leave any prisoners, and the sick and wounded, unmolested. 

The government will of course receive copies of all these papers ; and 
I shall be obliged to you if you will ui-ge them to confirm these acts of 
mine, particularly the last. x 

Soul! had arrested Capts. , , and the principal conspirators, on 

the 10th May. I have found the orders for their arrest and their being 

put ‘au secret.’ I have just learnt that Capt. has made his escape, 

and has come in. We took a Portuguese who was Commissary to the 
French. I believe he ought to be tried for treason. I enclose a letter 
found among Soult’s papers. 

To Major Gen. J. Mumiy. Oporto, 13lh May, 1809. 

Information is just arrived that the enemy have burnt their artillery, 
and have retreated precipitately to the left, and are gone towards Valeinja 
and the Minho. I wish you imraodialcly to send a patrole, either of 
cavalry or mounted riflemen, if you can got mules or horses, and endeavor 
to ascertain whether this information is correct, transmitting immediate 
intelligence to me, that I may take my measures aooordingly. I hope to 
hear from you by 12 o’clock this night. I trust you will push your 
patroles, if possible, to Penafiel. Gen. Silveira is said to bo at Amarante. 

To tlie Bishop of Oporto. Oporto, IStli Afny, 1809. 

I cannot avoid taking the liberty of congratulating your Lordship upon 
the late successes of the army, which have had the e fleet of freeing this 
city from the oppression under which it has suffered from French ty- 
ranny. I am happy to have been instrumental in effecting tliis groat 
object. 

To H. R. H. the Duke of York. Oporlo, 13lh May, 1809. 

Although your Royal Highness unfortunately is no longer at the head 
of the army, I am convinced that you cannot but be interested in tlieir 
success ; and I therefore enclose to you the copy of a dispatch which 1 
have written to the Sec. of State, giving an account of the operations of 
the troops under my command, up to yesterday. Wo failed in cutting off 
the enemy’s cavalry on the morning of tlie 10th, principally from the 
badness of the roads leading to and from tlie bridge over the Vougii, 
which delayed the march in advance till so late an hour in the morning 
that we could not turn the position of the enemy unpcrcoived ; and I 
believe that the guide with the cavalry missed his road. The advanced 
guard of the infantry, however, in the course of that day, were in the rear 
of the enemy’s cavalry, and they wore saved from destruction only by 
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going off at a great rate. The infantry were so near to them at Oliveira, 
as to go into the town at one end when they went out at the oUier. 

On tlie 11th, tlie enemy tried their usual manoeuvres with their sharp- 
shooters in the woods, hut our troops and the Portuguese got the better of 
them; and the movement of Major Gen. Murray upon the flank was deci- 
sive of the whole position. 

In the action of yesterday, our position was vulnerable only on tlie 
right. The left was completely defended hy the fire of the artillery from 
the Serra convent, and the troops were posted in a field enclosed hy a high 
stone wall, which defended their front from tlie fire of the enemy’s artil- 
lery from the only height in the neighhourhood of the position ; and this 
height was not sufficiently large to contain any hody of the enemy’s 
infantry. The pressure upon the right of our troops was strong till Major 
Gen. Murray made his appearance from Avintas. It is impossible to say 
what induced Soult to he so cai-eless about the boats on the river, parti- 
culai’ly near Oporto ; or to allow us to land at all at a point so interesting 
to him as tliat which we occupied. I rather believe we were too quick 
for him, and that he had not time to secure the boats on all the points 
necessary to protect the retreat of his corps. 

The troops have behaved remarkably well in every instance ; and I 
cannot conclude this letter without telling your Royal Highness that tlie 
brigade of Guards ai'e in every respect tlie example and the object of 
admiration of the whole army. They have not yet been engaged with 
the enemy ; but I have no doubt but that they will acquit themselves as 
well in that respect as they do in all otliers. 

Tu the JBt. Hon. tlic Commander in Chief. Oporto, 13th Hay, 1809. 

I cannot adopt a better mode of making you acquainted with liie 
operations of the army under my command in this country, than by trans- 
mitting to you tlie copy of my dispatch of yesterday’s date to the Sec. of 
State. 

To Major Gen. J. Murray. Oporto, 12J a.m., I4th May, 1809. 

If I should find it to be decided that they have gone to Braga, I shall 
follow them that way, and move straight upon Braga immediately. 
Loison had, at Amarante and in the neighbourhood, 4500 men. If Sil- 
veira and Beresford united have been able to keep him in check, and to 
induce Soult to think that he could not retreat by the road which lie 
intended to take, Loison must be lost, by leaving liim in the hands of 
Beresford and Silveira. I therefore think the best thing for you, as well 
as for us to do, is to move upon Braga. 

I shall -be able, however, to decide better when I shall receive Mellish’s 
report; in the mean time, I wish you to halt at Valongo till I can write 
to you after having received it ; and inquire whether tliere is a road from 
Valongo to Villa Nova de Fanieligao by which guns or infantry can 
inarch. 

To Major Gen. J. Mun-ay. Oporto, 14tU May, 1809. 

As Mellish reports that he saw fires in the direction of Penafiel, it is 
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evident that there must he somebody still thereabouts ; and I think it not 
impossible that Loison may have waited to cover the retreat of the others 
between Amarante and Pcnafiel. I wish you, therefore, particularly if 
this intelligence be confirmed by the reports ef your aide de camp, to 
move towards Penafiel, and at all events to ascertain what is in Amarante 
this day. You might at the same time communicate with Berosford’s 
corps, either by Amarante itself, or by a ford or ferry at Sorra do Libc- 
ra^ao, over the Tamagn, about a league to Uic southward ; or from Pena- 
fiel by Ambos dos Rios, across the Douro, and thence to ileresford’s quar- 
ters, which are between Amarante, Lamego, and Villa Real. The road, 
to the ferry at tlie Tamaga stretches off at Castro, one league from 
Penafiel, where you will get on to Amarante. If you should find tliera 
gone, it would be most desirable tliat you should push for Chaves. From 
Braga, if tlie enemy have gone there, they must go out of Portugal either 
by Valenqa, or somewhere across the Minho, or by Chaves, as they came 
in. If they go by Chaves, which is not unlikely, when they find that you 
press them, you will intercept them at Chaves. 

If your aide de camp should have sent you word that they are all posi- 
tively gone, Loison and all, towards Braga, move from Valongo towards 
Braga with your corps, and get on as far this day as you can. I send one 
column of the army by Ponte de Limn, and another by Braga. I shall go 
myself by Braga. If your artillery should impede your march on any of 
these roads, leave it, and order it back to Oijorto. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have heard from Boresford, and there 
is every reason to believe he is at this time at Amarante. 

To Jlarslial Bcrcsfonl. Oporto, 14lli May, 1809. 

The enemy are certainly off by Braga. Whether any of tliem still remain 
at or about Amarante is a point about which I am not yet certain. Mcllish 
saw fires last night near Penafiel ■ therefore, it is not impossible but that 
Loison may have remained there last night to cover the retreat of Soult. 

I have desired Gen. Murray, who is on that road, to ascertain that 
point ; and if he finds from the report of his aide de camp, who went on 
when Hellish returned, tliat Loison is still there, he is to move on 
towoi'ds Amarante, to communicate with you, and to proceed to Chaves, 
by which movement that road into Spain will be cut oflf. If Loison is not 
there, Murray is to proceed to Braga, to join the rest of ray corps, and I 
recommend to you to proceed to Chaves. Soult destroyed his guns and 
blew up his ammunition yesterday morning at about half a league on this 
side Penafiel, and then went off towards Braga. My troops are in march 
towai’ds Braga and Ponte de Lima. I diall go towai-ds Braga. I have 
just received yours of the 12th. 

To tlia Rt. Hon. J. Villiow. Ojxirto, 14tli May, 1800. 

I may as well make use of the time I am waiting here for the last re- 
ports from Gen. Murray, to apprise you of the result of the attempts in 
the French army to seize Soult. 

On the 9th inst. Capt. was seized on his return to this place, after 

his last interview with me. His papers were likewise seized, among 
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which were found the English passports, and he could not deny Umt he 
had had communication with mo. I think it appears that he had been 

endeavoring to gain over the French Gen., , who revealed the secret 

to Soult. Capt. had formerly been aide de camp to Gen. , and 

he made Soult promise that he should have his life and liberty. Capt. 

had afterwards the weakness, at the persuasion of the Gendarmerie 

who had the charge of him, to reveal the names of some of his fellow con- 
spirators, who were likewise seized. I have the original orders for their 
seizure and confinement ‘ au secret.’ They were all marched away as 

prisoners after the battle of the 12th; and yesterday morning, Capt. 

having made an attempt to shoot the Captain de Gendarmerie, who, he 
thinks, contributed to deceive and induce him to reveal the names of his 
accomplices, escaped and came into Oporto. He escaped by the advice of 

Col. , of the dragoons, one of die principals of the conspiracy, who 

conceived that when Capt. should be gone, there would bo no 

evidence against himself. Capt. says that he does not think that 

Soult will dare to injure or tlie others. From all this, it is evident 

that there was a conspiracy, and it is probable that it was extensive, and 
it has been put an end to, probably only for the moment, by the weakness, 

or indiscretion, or treachery of , who, Capt. says, mentioned the 

name of Gen. as one of the conspirators. 

To tlia Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Oporto, 14th May, 1800. 

You will have heard from Beresford that the movement upon the 
Douro has answered all the purposes we wished for it. Loison was stopped 
at Amarante. 

Soult, finding this yesterday morning, destroyed his guns, and blew up 
his ammunition, about half a league on this side Penafiel, and went off 
towards Braga. My troops are in march towards Braga and Ponte de 
Lima. 

I have desired Beresford to go to Chaves, at all events, to stop them by 
that road, and Murray to go there with the King’s German Legion, if he 
should find that Loison still hangs about Amarante, and if he is not able 
to defeat him in the first instance. 


Memorandum for Col. Trant. Oporto, 14tli May, 1809. 

1. The 20th dragoons and a brigade of infantry are expected. If they 
should arrive here they must be ordered to Figueira, where they will 
receive orders to disembark. 

2. All the guns left by the French in Oporto, whether French or 
Spanish ; all those left in the neighbourhood of Penafiel, or elsewhere in 
the country, of wliich some will be brought in by Gen. Murray; are to 
be sent on board any of His Majesty’s ships, the Captains of which will 
consent to take charge of them, and Col. Trant will take the receipt of 
the Captains for them. 

3. The English vessels in the harbour of Oporto should be allowed to 
sail with their cargoes as soon os the Captains please, giving security, to 
the full amount of the value of ships and cargo, to answer such demands 
as His Majesty, or the government of Portugal, may have upon them ; 
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the fomer on account of salvage, or prize for his navy or army ; the 
latter on the account of any claims which the laws of nations or the law 
of the country may give them. 

To Vice Adm. the Hun. G. Borltcloy. Villa Nova, I 61 I 1 May, 1800. 

We have taken about 2000 sick, wounded, niid prisoners, nt and near 
Oporto; I should, therefore, be much obliged if you would send trans- 
ports to take them to England. I think tlioy should have 2 tons per man, 
as many of tliem are severely wounded. I don’t wish to uso the trans- 
ports coming with the stores, &e. from Lisbon, ns I shall waut them to 
aid in the arrangement for my own movements. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Dctlteloy. Villa Nova, ISUi May, 1809. 

I have found at Oporto a considerable number of vessels, which I have 
directed Col. Trant, in concert with the senior officer of the Navy off 
Oporto, to take an account of ; and I sliall be glad if you would decide 
what is to be done with them, and let me know as soon as you can. Mr. 
Villiers will, of course, have acquainted you witli our movements. We 
ai-e now in pursuit of the enemy, who appear to be retiring towards 
Cliavcs. 

To Vise. Castlavcagli. Villa Nova, IStli May, 1800. 

In my secret dispatch, of the 2*Ith ult., I apprised your Tjortlship that 
I had had certain communications wiUi an officer of the French army, in 
respect to tlie discontent which prevailed against Marslial Soull. I have 
since had further communications willr the same officer, with the details 

of which I proceed to acquaint your Lordship. Capt. mot me 

within the posts of the British army, between Coimbra and Aveiro, on the 

night of tile Gth hist., accoinpaiiiod by M. , in the presence of Liout. 

Col. Batliurst. He informed mo that the discontent had increased, and 
tliat there were a larger miiuher of officers who wore determined to seize 
tlieir General than when ho had last seen mo. He said, liowever, that 
they were divided into two parties, one discontented with Buonaparte him- 
self, and determined to carry matters to extremities against lum : the 
other, consisting of , , and others whom he had before men- 

tioned, as attached to the cause of tlie Emperor, were dissatisfied with 
Soult’s conduct, particularly with an intention which he was supposed to 
entertain to declare himself King of Portugal; and that they were deter- 
mined, if he should take that step, to seize him and to lead the army hack 
into Franco, where it was understood the Emperor wished to see it. 

Capt. then urged mo again to lose no time in pressing upon Soult, 

as the mode most likely to induce the more violent of the two pai’lies to 
endeavor to accomplish their purpose. But he said that if my attack 
was likely to he delayed, it was desirable tlint I should endeavor to pre- 
vail upon some of the towns over which I was supposed to have influence, 
such as Coimbra, Aveiro, &c., to follow the example of Oporto, and 
petition Soult to take upon himself tlie government of the Kingdom, iis 
King ; and tliat I even should write to him to urge the adoption of this 
meaauie, In answer to this, I told him, that I certainly should make my 
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(ittauk as soon as it was in my power, but that I could not fix any clay, nor 
state to him the plan of my operations j and that in respect to his propo- 
sitions, regarding the measure? to be adopted by me to induce Soult to 
declare himself King of Portugal, they were quite out of the question ; 
that I could not risk the loss of the confidence of the people of Portugal 
by doing what he desired in respect to the people of Coimbra, Aveiro, &c., 
nor my own character by writing the letter which he proposed I should. 
I told him at the same time that I considered that, notwithstanding all Umt 
had passed between him and me, I had a full right to take what steps I 
pleased, even if the officers of die French army should seize tlieir General. 
He then went away, and M. returned with me to Coimbra, and con- 
firmed all die statements which Capt. had made of the discontent of 

die officers of the army. 

I heard no more of Capt. till the 13th, the day after the capture 

of Oporto, on which day die original orders for the arrest and secret 

detention of Capt. , Col. of the dragoons, and Col. 

of the regiment of infantry, were found among some papers sent to 

me by the police of the town j die order for the arrest of the first bearing 
date the 9th, and of the last two the 10th inst. In a few hours afterwards, 

on the same day, Capt. came into Oporto, and informed me that, on 

the night of the day he had returned from his last interview with me, ho had 
been arrested, and his papers had been seized, among which had boon 
found the 3 passports which I had given him. He said that he attributed 
liis arrest to the General of Division — — , a man of weak intellect, to 
whom he had formerly been aide de camp, nud on whom he had endeavored 

to prevail, as he thought successfully, to join the party. Gen. had, 

however, informed Soult of all the circumstances, requiring only his pro- 
mise that should not be injured, and should retain his commission 

and his military pretensions. 

Soult examined him in presence of Gen. , respecting his accom- 

plices, but he declined to name any, and he was sent back to prison in 
charge of a Captain of Gendarmerie. This person prevailed upon him, 
with promises of pardon and indemnity to all concerned, to consent to tell 
Soult the names of his accomplices, which he did on the following night, 
notwithstanding, as ho says himself, similar promises in his own favor 

made to Gen. had not been performed, and that as soon as he 

had named Cols. and , immediate orders were sent for their 

arrest and secret detention. They marched, in confinement, with the 
army from Oporto on the 12th, and on the 13th, at 5 o’clock in the morn- 
ing, Capt. made his escape, at the desire of Col. — — , from tire 

party of Gendarmes in whose charge he was detained. He now declares 
that the conspiracy still exists, and that sooner or later it must burst forth 
and fall heavily upon the head of the usurper ; and he talked of the war 
in Spain as being odious to the army and to the whole nation. 

Capt. expressed a desire to return secretly to France, and to 

bring to England his wife and family, she having, as he says, some pro- 
perty to enable him to live in England till tlie arrival of belter times in 
France. I told him that I would send him to England when an oppor- 
tunity should offer to apply for permission to go to France ; and I shall 
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have the honor of ntldressing him to your Lordship when the 02 )porUuuty 
shall occur of sending him. 


To Vice Adm, tiio Hon. G. Boikeloy. liiiiviu'S, Hlli May, 18(10. 

I enclose a letter and its enclosures, which I have received from 
Mr. Cochrane .lohnstone, and if it should apjiear to yon, as it does to mo, 
that some of the transports, vii!., 8, could be at the present momimt spared 
from the service, it is iny opinion that the cmiiloyment of them, in the 
manner proposed by Mr. C. Johnstone, would he a public henelit; at the 
same time, as I have told him that I should consider liini chargeable for 
the freight from the time the transports sliall leave Lisbon till tlicy may 
arrive in England, the public will be released from the expense. If you 
should agree in opinion with me upon this subject, I would request you 
to write a lino to Sir J. Sinclair, according to Mr. Johnstone’s request, 
and send me back the enclosed letters from Mr. Johnstone to me, that I 
may make you an official aiqilication on the subject. If you sliould not 
deem it inexpedient to allow Mr. Johnstone to have the transports, it is 
certainly desirable that they should ho sent to Cadiz at an early period. 

Mr. Villiers will let you know how we arc going on. If the wc'athor 
had not rendered the roads so very had, I think we sliould have overtaken 
Soult before now j as it is, ho is out of his scrape. 


To tlie Rl. Hun. J. VilUrra. llniviu's, 17tli Stay, 1800. 

Berosford forced in Loison’s posts to the eastward'of Amiiraute on llie 
12th, while I was passing the Douro at Oporto ; and on the morning of 
the 13th, Soult’s advanced guard was surprised to find Loison leaving 
Amarante, when Soult was proceeding there to pass the Tamaga. Soult 
then destroyed all or the greater part of his guns near Penafiol, at 11 that 
morning, and marched towards Guimaraens, where he arrived on the 14th, 
Gen. Murray marched in pursuit of the enemy from Oporto on the 13thj 
and I hoard, at about 5 that evening, of tho destruction of the guns, ami 
the alteration of the direction of the retreat. As soon as I had veri- 
fied the accounts I had received, 1 directed Beresford upon Chaves; 
Murray to communicate with Beresford, if Loison still remained in tho 
neighbourhood of the Tamaga; and with the greater part of my corps I 
moved to die northward, understanding that the enemy intended to direct 
his course towards the Minho. 

I arrived at Villa Nova, about 3 leagues from the enemy, on the 14th, 
and I then was certain, from the movements of his corps about Braga, that 
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his object was Chaves or Montealegrc ; and I marched to Braga on the 
15th; Gen. Murray to Gnimaraens ; Soult to Salamonde; and yesterday 
Gen. Murray joined me on the road to Salamonde, where we arrived in 
the evening, and had a little affair with the enemy’s rear guard, in which 
we killed and wounded some, and took some prisoners. We should have 
had the whole rear guard if we had had half an hour more daylight ; and, 
as it is, I understand that a large part of diem were lost in crossing a nar- 
row bridge over the Cabado, in the dark and in the hurry of their flight. 
The Guards only were engaged. 

Soult is gone to Montealegre, Baptiste is upon one flank, and Silveira 
between him and Chaves, and I shall follow him to-morrow if he does not 
turn towards Chaves. He has lost every thing, cannon, ammunition, bag- 
gage, military chest; and his retreat is, in every respect, even in weather, 
a 'pendant for the retreat to Coruna. If I do not overtake him or inter- 
cept him, I shall at least have forced him into Galicia, in a state so crip- 
pled that he can do no harm, and he may be destroyed by Romana, if he 
has any force at all. We have got a good many prisoners, and more are 
coming in every hour. 

Pray forward the enclosed letters. Our weather is terrible; it has 
rained almost incessantly since the 13th, which has rendered our pursuit 
very laborious and difficult. I only hope tliat the ai'my will not lose their 
health. 

To Visot. Castlcreagh. Montealegrc, IStli May, 1809. 

When I determined upon the expedition to the north of Portugal 
against Marshal Soult, I was in hopes that the Portuguese General, Sil- 
veira, would have been able to hold his post upon the Tamaga till he 
should be reinforced ; by which, and by the possession of Chaves, the ene- 
my’s retreat would have been cut off, excepting across tlie Minho ; and I 
intended, if successful, to press him so hard, that the passage of that river 
would 'have been impracticable. The loss of the bridge of Amarante, 
however, on the 2d inst., altered our prospects. I had then no hopes that 
Marshal Beresford, who marched towards the upper part of tlie Douro on 
the 5th, and arrived at Lamego on the 10th, would be able to effect more 
than confine the enemy on that side, and oblige him to retire by Chaves 
into Galicia, rather than by Villa Real into Castille. General Beresford, 
however, having obliged the enemy’s posts at Villa Real and Mezam Prio 
to fall back with some loss, and having crossed the Douro, drove in Gen. 
Loison’s outposts at the bridge of Amarante, and again acquired possession 
of the left bank of the Tamaga on the 12th, the day on which the corps 
under my command forced the passage of the Douro at Oporto. 

Loison retired from Amai ante on the morning of the 13th, as soon as 
he had heard of the events at Oporto of the preceding day, and met the 
advanced guard of the French army at a shoi't distance from the 
town, which Gen. Beresford immediately occupied. I was unable to com- 
mence the pursuit of the enemy till the morning of the 13th, when the 
Hanoverian legion moved to Valongo, under Major Gen. Murray. On 
that evening I was informed that the enemy had, in the morning, destroyed 
a great proportion of his cannon in the neighbourhood of Penafiel, and 
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had directed his mavcli towards Ih'tiga., This appeared to bo the pi'obable 
restilt of the situation in whicli lie found Iiimsclf, in consequence of Geii. 
Bevosford’s operations upon tlio Taingii; and ns soon as I liud ascertained 
that the fact was true, I marched on the morning of the 14tli, with tire 
army in two columns, towards the river Minho. At the same time I di- 
rected Gen. Beresford upon Chaves, in ease the enemy should turn to 
his right; and Major Gen. Murray to conimunicato with Gen. Beresford, 
if ho should find, as reported, that Loison remained in tlio neiglibourhood 
of Amarante. 

On the evening of the 14th I was certain, from the movements of tiie 
enemy’s detachments in the neighbourhood of Braga, that lie intended to 
direct his retreat upon Chaves or Montealegre ; and directed Gen. Beros- 
ford, iu case of the latter movement, to push on for Monterey, so as to stop 
the enemy if he should pass by Villa de Rey. Geii. Beresford had antici- 
pated my orders to march his own corps upon Chaves, and had already 
sent Gen, Silveira to occupy the passes of Ruivaes and Molga^o, near 
Salamoiide, but he was unfortunately loo late. 

I arrived at Braga on the 15th (Gen. Murray being at Guimamens, 
and the enemy about 15 miles in our front), and at Salamonde on the lOtii. 
We had there an affair witli tlielr rear guard. The Guards, uniler Lieut. 
Gen. Sherbrooke and Brig. Gen. Caniphell, attacked tlieir j)osition, and 
having turned their loft flank by the heights, they abandoned it, lonviiig 
a gun and some prisoners hcliind tliem. This attack was necessarily made 
at a late hotm in the evening. 

On the nth we moved to Ruivaes (waiting to sec whether the enemy 
would turn upon Chaves or continue his retreat upon Montealegre), and 
on the 18th to this place. I here found that lie had taken a road through 
the mountains towards Orense, by which it would be difficult, if not impos- 
sible, for me to overtake him, and on which I had no moans of stopping him. 

Tlie enemy commenced his retreat, ns I have informed your Lurdsliip, 
by destroying a great proportion of his guns and ammunition.- He 
afterwards destroyed the remainder of both and a groat jiroportion of his 
baggage, and kept nothing excepting what tlic soldiors or a few mules 
could carry. He has left behind him his sick and wounded ; and the road 
from Fenafiel to Montealegre is strewed witii the carcases of liorses 
and mules, and of French soldiers, who were put to death by the peasantry 
before our advanced guard could save them. This last circumstance is 
the natural effect of the species of warfare which the enemy liavo carried 
on in this country. Tlieir soldiers have plundered and murdered die 
peasantry at their pleasure ; and I have seen many persons hanging in 
the trees by the sides of the road, executed for no reason tliat I could 
learn, excepting that they have not been friendly to tho French invasion 
and usurpation of the government of their country; and tlio route of 
their column, on their retreat, could be traced by the smoko of the 
villages to which tliey set fire. Wo have taken about 500 prisoners. 
Upon tho whole the enemy has not lost less tlian a fourth of ins army, and 
all his artillery and equipments, since we attacked him on tlio Vouga. 

I hope your Lordship will believe that no measure wliich I could take 
was omitted to intercept the enemy’s retreat. It is obvious, however, 
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that if an army throws away all its camion, equipments, and baggage, and 
everything which can strengthen it, and can enable it to act together as a 
body and abandons all those who are entitled to its protection, but add 
to its weight and impede its progress ; it must be able to march by roads 
through which it cannot be followed, with any prospect of being over- 
taken, by an army which has not made the same sacridces. 

It is impossible to say too much of the exertions of the troops. The 
weather lias been very bad indeed. Since the 13th the rain has been con- 
stant, and the roads in this difScult country almost impracticable. But 
they have persevered in the pursuit to the last, and have been generally 
on their march from day-light in the morning till dark. The brigade of 
Guards were at the head of the column, and set a laudable example 5 and 
in the affair with the enemy’s rear guard, on the evening of the 16th, they 
conducted themselves remarkably well. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Ruiran, IDth May, 1S09. 

I received this morning, from Mackenzie, an account that the French 
had obtained possession of the bridge of Alcantara, to which I acknow- 
ledge that I do not give much credit However, having finished yester- 
day, near Montealegre, my operations against Soult, finding that he had 
taken to the mountains and had gone towards Orense, and that I had no 
chance of impeding his progress or of overtaking him, I determined to 
set out immediately for the Tagus, and I shall not stop one day till I shall 
arrive there, if my horses can go on. The troops also will commence their 
march to the same quarter to-morrow, and some of them will be across the 
Mondego in a week. The weather is terrible : the troops have no shoes 
to their feet, and we have no bread. 

I have just received your letter of the 1 1 th. Let the light brigade and 
23d dragoons land at Lisbon, if they should come there. I have given 
directions to the engineer whose business it is, respecting the defence of 
Lisbon. Gen, Blunt has nothing to do with these directions. 

Notwithstanding the report of the Oporto merchant on board tne 
Nautilus, Loison is alive and merry, and with the army. 

Tlie question of rank between the English and English-Portuguese 
officers is one of a very delicate nature j and it arises entirely out of the 
practice of giving to officers going into the Portuguese service a step of 
Portuguese rank beyond that which they held in the service of tlie King. 
The officers in the two services must rank according to the dates of their 
respective commissions; but English officers taking temporary Portu- 
guese commissions must rank, in respect to British officers, according to 
ffie date of the commission which they hold in the service of His Majesty. 
In future, I recommend that they should serve in the Portuguese army 
with the same rank as they have in that of the King. It is my opinion, 
the situation of these officers having advanced Portuguese rank will be an 
anomaly, but that cannot be helped. 

I wish to God that Beresford would resign his English Lieutenant 
General’s rank. It is inconceivable the embarrassment and ill-blood 
which it occasions. It does him no good ; and if the army was not most 
successful, this very circumstance would probablo bring us to a stand-still. 

VOL. in. a 
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To Major Gen. Mackenzie. Ruivoes, 19th May, 1800. 

I received this morning, near Montealegre, your letters of tlie 15tli, tlie 
one announcing the approach of the French to Alcantara, and the other 
their being in possession of the bridge. I acknowledge tlmt I do not give 
entire credit to the latter report: first, as you do not mention your 
authority ; secondly, because they could not be in possession of the bridge 
without first taking the' fort j and I think you would have heard of that 
misfortune, or the probability of its occurrence, before you heard of its 


G. O. San Vmlro, ISUi May, ISQS. 

2 . The different brigades will leave, at Braga, such men os are unable to march, iii 
charge of an assistant surgeon from each brigade, till an hospital can be rstahlished tlierc. 

Officers must be left at Braga, in charge of the sick of each brigade, in the proportion of 
one subaltern for 30 men, one captain and one subaltern for 1 00. A sorjoont must be 
left in charge of the sick of each brigade, if the number left should bo under 30, and a Ser- 
jeant and corporal, besides tlie officer, for each 30 men above the number. 

4. When bread cannot be delivered to the troops, they must have 2 llis. of beef for their 
ration. 

_ S. It is to be understood by the soldiers, that wine forms no part of their ration ; it is 
given to them at the pleasure, and upon the responsibility, of the Commander of the li'orccs, 
and must be discontinued when circumstances provent its being procured. 

6. The ration of bread is to be increased to 1 j-lb,, by order from the officers commanding 
brigades, os soon os the assistant commissaries of brigades will reiiort that they con make 
issues to that amount. 

7. All horses, mules, bullocks, &c. taken from the enemy, are to bo offered fur sale to the- 
Commissary General, who will buy them, if they should bo found to answer for the cavalry, 
the artillery, or for commissariat purposes. 

8. All purchases of captured horses, mules, &c. conirnry to this order, will, in future, 
be considered null and void, unless they should be jiiirolmscd by officers commiuidiug 
troops or companies, with the knowledge and consent of the General officers comuiauding 
their brigades, for the purtiose of carrying camp kettlcB, &o. 

9. The officers commanding troops and companies will recollect, tiiat nltliougli mules 
are given to them ftom the commissariat, at the commencement of the camiiuign, they 
bare received an allowance from the public to purchase them, mid it was expressly under- 
stood that they were to purchase others, if the mules given to them by the cororaissariat 
should be worn out. 

10. As the Commander of the Forces has reason to believe many horses and mules ate 
kept by oven the soldiers of the army, and maintained by means entirely incDiisistcnt with 
discipline and good order, ho desires the officers commanding regiments and brigades to 
inquire into the number of horses and mules which are iittnohed to the regimonfs under 
theit command, and to enforce the immediate sale of those not allowed to ho kept by tlio 
regulations of the army. 

11. The Commander of the Forces is much concerned to learn, that the nnmllifary nroc- 

tssia nf fivintw nfP mBneiB vn 4liav* 1 <• i s * . 
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not supposed to be so well discipBued as those of His Majesty, is to be attributed equally to 
those from whom he expected a better example, * 

13. The practice of firing off pieces by the soldiers in their quarters, or at all, but by 
order of their officers, is strictly forbid, and any man guilty of it, is to ho punished fur 
disobedience of orders. ‘ 


13. Tlie soldiers are to he accountable for the quantity of ammunition in their possession 
and any inan who shall be found to have made away with it, is to ho fried and puiiishccl. ’ 

14. This is not the only irregularity of which the Commander of (he Forces has to com- 
plain. 

16. Under the pretence of taking horses from the enemy, the soldiers have taken them 
from Portuguese gentlemen, and have even gone so fat as to take two horses bclonirinir to 
the 16th light dragoons, which the Q. M. G. had at Ruivaes, “ ° 

16. The attention of the officers, oommanding rogimenls and brigades, is culled navti- 

euloily to the conduct of the soldiers under their command. ^ 

17. The officers of companies must attend to their men in their quarters, as well ns oil 
ammeh, or fho army will very soon be no better than a banditti i if these nraoUeos are 

CfltltmtlGd. he clefiirPR that nfflfiGFa. nnivimnniliiifw liviiwnsIsiB «.*11 ..1! .1 . .1 ^ 
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consequence. However, my operations against Soult finished yesterday. 
I followed him as long as there was any corps that I thought was likely to 
stop or impede his march j and I discontinued the pursuit yesterday, after 
he had passed the Portuguese frontier on his road to Orense, finding that 
there were no longer any hopes of overtaking him. We beat his rear 
guard on the 6th at Salamonde, and should have cut it off, if we had had 
one hour more daylight. Our loss in this affair was trifling. I have 
come here this day in consequence of your letters, and I shall not stop 
until I reach the Tagus. The troops will to-morrow commence their 
march towards the same point, and before a week shall have elapsed 
some of them will he to the southward of the Mondego. If you should 
he menaced on the side of Alentejo, break up the bridge of Ahrantes, and 
secure the boats upon the Tagus ; and if you have had only half the rain 
that we have had, I defy the French to cross. If you are attacked only on 
the side of Alcantara, you have nothing to fear ; the enemy cannot pene- 
trate by that road, if vigorously opposed. 

To Maiahal Beresford. S. Pedro, lOih May, 1809. 

I enclose to you the information I have received from Major Gen. 
Mackenzie, in consequence of which I propose to leave this place imme- 
diately. It is very desirable that I should meet you as soon as possible. 
I shall he at Ruivaes this day, at Braga to-morrow, and at Oporto on the 
following day. 

P.S. I have just received your letter of the 17th, and I heg you 
will not hurry the British brigade towards Ahrantes, as I do not think the 
enclosed information renders that at all necessary. 

To Vise. Castlereagb. Braga, 30 tb May, 1809. 

After I had determined to discontinue the further pursuit of Marshal 
Soult’s army, and to return with the British troops to the south, I heard 
that Marshal Victor had broken up on the Guadiana, and had made an 
attack and had carried Alcantara on the 14th. A small garrison, consist- 
ing of the 2d batt. of the Lusitanian Legion, and the Idanha a Nova hatt. 
of Portuguese militia, since the army marched to the northward, had 
occupied that place, which it was forced to evacuate, with some loss, in 
consequence of this attack. An attempt was made to blow up the bridge 
over the Tagus, which failed, and the enemy’s cavalry crossed immediately. 

My former dispatches will have apprised your Lordship of the measures 
which I had adopted, with a view to the defence of that part of Portugal, 
in case it should be invaded during the absence of the army to the north- 


G. O. Bttivaaa, SOth May. 1800. 

1. Tbe Commander of tbe Forces calls tbe attention of the officers, commanding brigades 
and regiments, to the follo\ring extract of a letter from the Bishop of Braga ; it points out 
forcibly the necessity which exists, that the officers of companies should attend to the 
conduct of the soldiers under their command, and in what manner want of discipline and 
good order must defeat the best combined operations. 

2. The bread represented to Imve been irregularly seized by the soldiers in the rear, was 
intended for those at the head of the column, who bare, therefore^ been in want : com- 
manding officers of re|[unent8 are held responsible for obedience to the 6. O. of the 4th 
inst. relative to requisitions from the country. 

R 2 




244 


POaTtfGAT* 


ward ; and I have now the honor to inform your Lordship that the army 
is in march to the southward, and the head of it will cross the Mondcgo 
before the end of this week. 

To the Rt, Hon. J. Villicre. Brngn, 2nth May, 1800. 

I send you a letter to Mr. Frere, in which you will sec a copy of my 
dispatch to the Sec. of State, containing an account of our late operations. 

I have received your letters of the 14th and 15lh. Your friend would 
have been very useful, if he had come a little sooner ; as it is, I fear ho 
will be of little use to us ; but I sliall talk to him. 

You shall have the Seminario at Santarem for its original purpose. 

The officers of the regt. must of course be released ; but it would 

be proper to enable mo to report that they have been tried and acquitted. 
What steps did Cradock take on this subject? I find that Alcantara is 
taken ; but I shall soon be in Beira. 

To the nt. Hoii. J. H. Frerc. Braga, 20lh May, 1809. 

Mr. Villiers will have made you acquainted with our first successes 
against Marshal Soult, and I now send you a copy of my dispatch to the 
Sec. of State, containing an account of their result. I am apprehensive, 
however, that these operations will not be satisfactory to our friends at 
Seville j at least if I may judge from Gen. Cuesta’s letter of the 3d May 
to Don Anto. Cornel, which you have tmnsmitted to me. I wish, how- 
ever, to make a few observations upon that letter. In the first place my 
force did not, and does not at present, amount to the numbers stated by 
Gen. Cuesta ; and of that force there were B battalions, with 3 regiments 
of cavalry, left to the southward ; and one battalion, the 40th, at Seville. 
The force of 20,000 men and 4000 cavalry, whicli Gen. Cuesta notices, 
was what I supposed I should have to march into Spain, after the expe- 
dition to die northward should be completed, and included my reinforce- 
ments expected from England and from Gibraltar, which are not yet 
arrived. 

- You will see in the enclosed dispatch an account of the clTorts I have 
made to intercept the enemy’s retreat, and of the causes by which they 
were frustrated; but of this I am certain, tliat Soult will bo very little 
formidable to any body of troops for some time to come. I did all that 
I could, and more than I said I should ; hut no efforts of mine could have 
prevented him from saving the remnants of his army. I shall not remark 
on the General’s observations on former plans of operations, or upon our 
system being that of not exposing our troops, excepting to declare that I 
shall adhere to that system, as I did in the case of the detachments from 
the garrisons of Elvas and Badajoz, whenever I shall not see any clear 
advantage to he derived from exposing the troops. 

Sir K. Wilson was witlidrawn from Alcantara before I arrived in Por- 
tugal, for reasons with which I am unacquainted ; hut thinking the post 
of importance, I sent anotlier detachment to occupy it, which I am sorry 
to say was beaten out of it on the 14tli inst. by a French corps of 12,000 
men. I am now on my return to the southward, and some of the troops 
will cross the Mondego by the end of the week. 
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To Major Gen. Mackenzie. Convent of S. Teiso, Slst May, 1809. 

I have received your letters to the 18th, and I observe that the enemy 
has carried the bridge of Alcantara, willi 10,000 or 1^,000 men, and has 
advanced as far as Castello Branco. 1 do not think it clear, however, 
that a column vrill enter Portugal on the side of Alentejo ; but if one 
should enter, and you have taken up the bridge at Abrantes, and secured 
the boats on the Tagus, I do not see what you have to apprehend from 
it at this season of the year, more particularly after the late heUA^ fall of 
rain. I beg, therefore, that you will not be too ready to give credit to 
the report that a column is invading Alentejo. 2dly, that if one should 
enter Alentejo, you will not be too ready to abandon your posts in the 
mountains towards Castello Branco, if you have taken up your bridge at 
Abrantes and have secured the boats. If no column should enter by 
Alentejo, or if you shotild have no reason to apprehend that it will be 
able to cross the Tagus, I must say that 1 consider your force, constituted 
as it is, fully equal to keep a corps of 12,000 French from entering by 
those passes. 

You are in an error in supposing that the Portuguese troops will not 
fight. One battalion has behaved remarkably well witli me ; and I know 
of no troops that could have behaved better than the Lusitanian Legion 
did at Alcantara the other day ; and I must add that if the Idanha a Nova 
militia had not given way, they would have held their post. 

If the enemy should turn (he passes, and come by the Estrada Nova, 
you are equally able to defend the Zezere, till I shall come up to your 
assistance. The head of the army wUl cross the Mondego by the 26th, 
so that I shall not be long separated from you. My opinion is that Victor 
cannot venture to invade Portugal with his whole force. It is probable 
that the corps which has crossed at Alcantara is a reconnaitreing party, 
sent in for the purpose of ascertaining what has become of Soult, what 
our force is, &c . ; and if this he true, it will go from Castello Branco 
towards Guarda. If it does so, it will run the risk of never getting out of 
Portugal again. 

P.S. The store at Santarem ought to be sent away forthwith, excepting 
a supply for your own corps for 4 days. It should be put in boats and 
kept below Salvaterra, ready to move up the river again if you should 
want it. From these boats you can keep up the store to 4 days for your 
corps. 

I have just received your second letter of the 18th, which pleases me 
much better than the first. Look at your instructions, my dear Mackenzie, 
act boldly upon them, and I will be responsible for all the ai-rangements. 

To the Rk Hon. J. Villiera. Convent ot S. Terso, Slst May, 1809. 

I have received your letter (no date), and I enclose the copy of a letter 
to Mackenzie, which contains my opinion upon all points. 

I have written to desire that the hussars may be halted at Villa Franca, 
where the Commissary must take care to provide them with food and 
forage by water. The 20th light dragoons must return to Lisbon, and 
take care of their horses, and all the officers of the staff must resume 
their duties at the same place. It will not do to allow officers to volun- 
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tear tlieir services for duty in tlie field when they are required in garrison ; 
and I should and shall feel tlie greatest inconvenience from the ahsence 
of those officers from Lisbon, when I slrall have to re-equip and refit the 
army. 

As for Gen. Blunt’s brigade, the Portuguese government must act as 
it pleases with its own troops. But surely when a plan has been well 
considered, it is best to adhere to it, till there shall be some reasonable 
ground for altering it : and I acknowledge that I have not yet seen any 
reason for believing that the force which has entered by Alcantara is too 
strong for Mackenzie, or' that any force will enter by Alentejo; and yet 
I have received intelligence to the 18th, and when you wrote to me you 
had received it only to the 15th. 

Mackenzie has no confidence in the Portuguese troops, and therefore 
fbr what reason increase their numbera under his command I should 
prefer placing them at "Villa Franca as a reserve, and to secure that en- 
trance into Lisbon rather tlian at any otlier place, excepting their quarters 
at Lisbon itself. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiera. Oiiorfo, 22d May, 1809. 

I received this morning your letter of the 19th, and 2 from Mr, Frere, 
one of the 15th, the other of the 19th. 

I wrote to you lliat I wished the 23d light dragoons to land at Lisbon, 
if they should arrive there j but if they should arrive either hero or at 
the mouth of the Mondego, I propose that they should land to the north- 
ward. I am much obliged to you for sending the officer to Almeida. 
•He will bo very useful in that quarter. 

Mr. assured mo, some days ago, that he had left at Lisbon blank 

bills upon the Treasury, to be filled up by the Dep. Com. Gen. I be- 
lieve rather the truth to be, that we have been deceived by Mr. ’s 

reports of the resources of money or bills to be found at Lisbon, and that, 
instead of large sums, they are very small and very difficult to get at. 
If we are to carry on war in this country, money must bo sent from 
England. But, after all, I do not see why Gen. Mackenzie should have 
required a sum of money to have enabled him to move, more than I did 
with the army; and, as I told you, we had not above £10,000. I can 
give you no answer respecting the disposal of the arras at Lisbon. I ex- 
pect Beresford here this day, or to-morrow, to confer with mo upon our 
northei-n frontiers during my absence to ihe soutliwai’d, and I shall prevail 
upon him to settle that point. 

I have 4 brigades here this day, which will be across the Mondego on 
the 26th. Indeed I am not certain that I shall not have the whole army 
to the south of that river on that day. Remember tliat I did not receive 
tlie account of the attack of Alcantara till tlie morning of the lOtli, near 
Montealegre, about 90 miles from hence. I ratlior think, however, from 
the accounts which Frere has sent of Cuesta’s movements, that the French 
- are not coming into Portugal, but are retiring northwards. They were 
not at Castello Branco on the evening of the 19th. 

P.S. I cannot be certain of the subsistence of tliis array, unless the 
Portuguese government will let us have 300 or '400 good mules, with 
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saddles and drivers. It is ridiculous that in Portugal that number cannot 
be found. 

To the Rt. Hon, J. H. Frere. Oporto, 22d Hay, 1809. 

My letter of the 20th will apprise you of all that has occurred in this 
quarter, since I wrote to you on the 9th inst, I have returned here with 
the advance of the army, having done all I could or had to do to the 
northward, and having thought it necessary to move to the southward, in 
consequence of the threatened invasion of Portugal, by the attack and 
capture of Alcantara. Tlie greater part of my troops will pass the Mon- 
dego on the 26th inst. 

I am much obliged to you for your letters of the 15th and 17th. I 
acknowledge that I do not consider Lord Wellesley’s appointment* a 
subject of congratulation to himself or his friends. I suspect that the 
task which will devolve upon him will be a most arduous one ; and that 
some time will elapse before he will be sufficiently au courant des 
affaires to be able even to form a judgment of its extent. I am truly 
concerned, however, that your removal should not be consonant to your 
own wishes. 

To Don Gregorio Cuesia. Oporto, 22d May, 1809. 

I had the honor of writing to you from Villa Franca on the 29th of 
last month, in which letter I informed you that I was on the point of 
setting out with the army to attack Marshal Soult. 

I have now to inform you, that, having collected my troops at Coimbra 
early in this month, I broke up from thence on the 9th, and marched in 
2 columns towards the Vouga. We passed that river on the 10th, and 
surprised and drove in the enemy’s advanced guard of cavalry. On the 
following day, the 11th, we beat the advanced guard of infantry, the 
division of Gen. Merle and other troops, and 4 or 5 squadrons of cavali-y 
at Grijo j and on the 12th we forced the passage of the Douro, beat off 
the attack of the enemy upon our advanced guard which first crossed the 
river, and took possession of the town of Oporto, and a great proportion 
of the enemy’s artillery. The enemy retired towards Amaronte, and my 
advanced guard followed them on the morning of the 13th. 

Gen. Eeresford, who had broken up from Coimbra on the 5th May, 
with a British brigade of infantry, some battalions of Portuguese infantry, 
and 4 squadrons of cavalry, arrived at Lamego on the Douro, on the lOth 
and 11th; to which quarter Gen. Silveira had retired after the defeat of 
his corps, on the 2d inst., at the bridge of Amarante. Gen. Eeresford 
drove in the enemy’s posts from ViUa Real and Mezam Frio on the 11th, 
and on the 12th drove in their outposts beyond the Tamaga, and thus cut 
off their retreat by the best road into Castille. The enemy, upon find- 
ing his retreat cut off, retired from Amarante on the morning of the 13th, 
and Gen. Eeresford took possession of that town. The enemy then de- 
stroyed, near Penafiel, a great part of the artillery and baggage which he 
had carried with him, and marched by a mountain road, by Guimoraens, 


* Seo. of State for Foreign AiTaite. 
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towards Uie road from Braga to Clmves. My advanced guard followed 
him i and Gen. Beresford moved upon Chaves, detaching Gen. Silveira to 
seize the passes of Ruivaes and Melga^o ; and I marched with the army 
direct upon Braga, as soon as I hod ascertained the enemy’s direction. 
I arrived there on the 15th, and folloivcd the enemy to Salamonde on the 
16th, where we beat his rear guard in the evening, and took from him a 
gun and some prisoners. He hod crossed at MelgaQO on that day. 

I went to Ruivaes on the llth, to ascertain whetlier he would retire 
upon Chaves, and I proceeded to Montealcgre on the 18th. Gen. Beres- 
ford, finding that the enemy went upon Montcalogro instead of Chaves, 
marched upon Ginzo, in Galicia, hut tire enemy had taken a mountain 
road towards Orense. I therefore discontinued the pursuit; and, on the 
19th, having heard of the attack on Alcantara, by a corps of Marshal 
Victor’s army, I determined to return to the southward, and I arrived 
here this day witli a part of the Britbh army. 

I did every thing in my power to intercept the enemy ; and although 
I did not succeed, I have the pleasure to inform your Excellency, that 
since I attacked him on the Vouga on the 10th inst., he has lost one 
fourth of his army, and the whole of has artillery and equipments. The 
road between this and Montealegre is strewed witli baggage, and tire 
carcases of men, horses, and mules; and he is gone into Galicia, very 
little able to do misobiof to anybody. I hope to hear soon from your 
Excellency in what manner I can be useful to your operations. A part 
of the army under my command is upon the Tagus, near- Abrantes, and 
■ the remainder which is here and on its march ftom tlie northward will be 
across the Mondego on the 26tli, unless I shall hear that the corps at 
Alcantara is moving to tlie northward. 

To Capt. ChnmbcTS, R.N. Oporto, 22d Hay, 1800, 

If you have not yet sailed with the convoy under your orders, in con- 
sequence of my former request to that eiTect, I shall now be obliged to 
you to remain at Aveiro, as I have driven Marshal Soult beyond tlie fron- 
tiers of Portugal ; and the army is now on its return to the southward, in 
consequence of information respecting the movements of Marshal Victor 
on the side of Alcantara ; the provisions, stores, &o., are tlierefore likely 
to be wanted eidier at Aveiro or at Figueira. 

Tu the Duke of Riclitnond. Oporto, 22(1 Hay, 1809. 

I hare just returned from the most active and severe service. 1 have 
been on die pursuit, or rather chace, of Soult out of Portugal. We 
should have taken him if Silveira had been one or two hours earlier at 
the bridge of Melgaqo, or if the Captain of militia of die province had 
allowed the peasants, as they wished, to destroy it. We should have 
taken his rear guard on the 16th, if we had had a quarter of an hour’s 
more daylight ; but, in the dark, our light infantry pursued by die road 
to Ruivaes instead of by that of Melgai;o. But as it is, I think the chace 
out of Portugal is a pendant for the retreat to Coruna. , It answers com- 
pletely in weather: it has rained in torrents since the 12th, 

1 am now moving the army as fast as possible to the Eastern frontier, 



PORTUGAL. 


349 


by which a corps of Victor’s army has entered. I hope soon to be able 
to force them out also. Remember me most hindly to the Duchess. 

To the Slarques de la Romans. Oporto, ce 23 Mai, 1809. 

Je viens de recevoir la lettre que vous m’avez dcrite le 19 de ce mois; 
et comme on me dit que le brig Attack, qui me I’a apportde, va se mettre 
en mer tout de suite, je vous enroie la copie d’une lettre que j’ai dcrite 
hier & M. le GdnSral Cuesta, qui vous montrera de quelle maniere Tarmfie 
Fran^se, sous les ordres du Mardchal Soult, est rentrde en Gallce. J’ai 
fait tout ce qui dtait en mon pouvorr pour couper totalement sa retraite, 
mais cela n’a pas dtd possible ; et je n’ai discontinue la poursuite, que 
lorsque j’ai vu qu’il n’y avait plus moyen de couper I’ennemi, et qu’il ne 
m’etait pas possible de I’attaquer. Je n’avais aucune nouvelle de I’etat 
des affaires en Galice. Depuis que votre Excellence s’est sepai'Je de 
rarmde Fortugaise k Chaves, au mois de Mars, nous n’avions pas eu de 
VOS nouvelles, et nous ne savions m^me pas oh vous dtiez. 

J’avais promts au Gendral Cuesta, qui depuis un mois se tient sur la 
defensive aupres de Llerena, que j’irais co-operer avec lui, aussitdt que 
les Fran9ai3 auraient quitte le nord du Portugal; mais n’ayant nulle 
esperance de pouvoir detruire I’armee de Soult, en continuant la pour- 
suite, il etait necessaire que je la cessasse pour retourner donner du se- 
cours au General Cuesta. VoUa lea raisons quim’ont determine k cesser 
la poursuite le 18 de ce mois; mais si je ne I’avais pas cessee ce jour-l&, 
je I’amais surement cessee le lendemain; car j’ai requ le 19, les nouvelles 
que les Franqais avaient quitte leurs cantonnemens sur la Guadiana le 12 
et le 13 ; qu’ils avaient attaqud un corps Portugais poste a Alcantara le 
14, et qu’ils etaient en possession du pout d’ Alcantara, Le Portugal etait 
en m6me terns menace par I’attaque d’un autre corps de 10 h 12 mille 
hommes qui avait suivi les premiers ; et la defense du Portugal, qui m’est 
specialement confide, m’aurait oblige de cesser la poursuite du Marechal 
Soult, aussitdt que j’aurais requ ces nouvelles. 

Vous me demandez de I’assistance pour la Galice et les Asturies, les 
deux provinces de I’Espag^e que je reconnais etre les plus interessantes 
comme points militaires de la monarchie ; mais en mfime terns, la Junte 
Supreme me demands des secours pour le Gdndral Cuesta ; et je crois 
que je pourrais combiner la ddfense du Portugal avec les secours qu’il me 
serait possible de lui donner, mieux que je ne le pourrais avec ceux que 
vous me demandez pour la Galice et les Asturies. Je vous envoie par 
cette occasion une lettre h votre adresse, que j’ai reque hier au soir de 
Seville. M. Frere m’a dit, qu’elle contenait les demihres nouvelles 
reques du Gdndral Cuesta. Quand les Franqais se sont retirds de la Gua- 
diana, ce Gdndral s’est avancd du cdtd de Badajoz, et il dtait prhs de cette 
ville quand le courier a passd. 

Je n’ai pas encore bien dclaird les mouvemens des Fronqais. 11s ont 
attaqud Alcantara avec 10,000 h 12,000 hommes, et ils avaient, h ce que 
dit le Gdndral Cuesta, un pareil nombre h Brozas, Ou ils se retireront de 
I’Estreraadure, ou ils attaqueront le Portugal. J’aurai mon armde vers le 
Mondego, at s’ils se retirent, je ferai en sorte de couper toute commimi- 
cation entre les armdes Franqaises du nord, et celles qui se retirent 
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du sud, et je feral mon possible pour vous 6tre utile, et pour leur foire 
du mal. 

To Vuct. CoBtlereagh. Oporto, SSd Hay, 1809. 

The bearer of this letter is M. , respecting whom I have written to 

your Lordship from this country. He is now going to England, in con- 
sequence of the circumstances which I have lately communicated to you, 
and he has desired to he recommended to your Lordship. He wishes to 
be permitted and to have the facilities given to him to return to Franco as 
soon as possible, in order that he may sell a property he has in France, 
before the accounts of tlie ti'ansactions in which he has been conceraed 
shall be known to the government ; and I shall be very much obliged to 


Q, O. Oporto, sad May, ISOS. 

1. The Q. M. G. irill forthwith furniah a corps of mounted guidea, to be under the 
immediate anperintendence of an offlcer of tho Q. H. G.'e department ; this corps will 
receive the pay and ellowancea of cavalry, and the officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
privates, wul be mounted on horses, or mules, found by the public. > The corps to be com- 
posed as follows ; i officers receiving the pay and allowances of lieutenant ; 4 officers 
receiving the pay and allowances of cornet; 6 Serjeants; 6 corporals; 2 farriers; and 
20 privates. 

2. As the officers on the staff of the Adj. and Q. M. Q.’s department are not allowed in 
Portugal to keep the same number of horses, which are allowed to oOicers in the same 
situations in other parls of the world, and ns it is necessary that the communioatiuns 
between the different divisions of the army should be kept up, in a giml degree, through 
their moans, tliey will be allowed to go post, and to ohargo for post mules when sent above 
10 miles from head-quarters. 

The bill for these charges must, however, he vouched by the signature of the head of 
the department, and Outlier by a copy of the order to take tho journey, specifying the 
distance. 

3. As the General staff officers of the army experienced tho greatest difficulty in getting 
tlieir horses shod, whereby they are tVequeutly disabled from tho performance of their duly, 
the Commander of tlie Forces will allow of smiths trom the corps of iufuntiy being attached, 
by permission of tho Commanding officers of the regiments to which they belong, to tho 
officers hereinafter named, to shoe the horses of tho General staff officers under their com- 
mand, or in the neighbourhond of their stations, viz. Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke ; Major Gen. 
Murray ; Major Gen. Hill. These officers will each bo allowed to draw forage for one 
mule to carry the implements and tools of the smitli : tho mule must be provided by those 
who will benefit by the establishment. Two smitlis are also to bo attached in tho some 
manner to the Commandant at head quarters, to slioe tlie horses of all tlie stalV. 

9. On the onival of the army at Avciro, where tlie ship witli medical stores has been 
detained, every surgeon, whether stalVor regimental, is immediately to renew and complete 
all ddlcieiides in any port of the original field equipment, directed in General Orders. 

Tho Commissary Gen. will replace, on np^cation, any of Ihoso public mules that 
have been so iiqurod as to be unserviceable. 

General officers, commanding brigades, are requested to facilitate, os much as possible, 
the conveyance of what has been ordered during tlie improaoliing march, as tho succour of 
the sick, and the preservation of the wounded in the field, must, in a great degree, depend 
npon wW regiments carry with them. 

G. A. O. Oporto, SSd May, 1800 . 

1. The Commander of the Forces has been informed, and, indeed, has observed, not- 
withstanding the orders issued hy the late Commander of the Forces and himself, much of 
the private baggage of ffie army is moved upon bullock cots. The officers must have felt 
the inconvenience which this mode of transporting tlieir baggage must bo to themselves 
personally. It is scarcely possible that the ba^gn^e con keep up with thorn, even at pre- 
sent, and when the armyr will move in larger dwisions, will become quite inipossililo. 

The public inconvenience resulting ftom this mode of transporting privatu baggage is 
still greater. The Commander of the Forces is aware that in forced marches, and in bod 
weather, it may happen that animals provided for oarriogo will knock up, but honos that 
officers of the army will consider it os a determined measure, tliat no baggage is to be 
carried upon bullock oars, excepting tlioso allowed by the lute Commander of tho Forces, 

■ and that those who have, baggage to curry, mast be provided with mules or horses. 
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your Lordship if you will give directions tliat these facilities may he 
given to him. 

Your Lordship is fully acquainted with all that has passed between 

Capt. and me, and will judge how far he has any claim to a provision 

from the British government. Possibly it might be deemed good policy 
not to allow a man to starve who was engaged in a scheme which, if it had 
been successful, would have tended more than any other to the destruction 
of the power of Buonaparte. But exclusive of this general claim upon 

the bounty of the British government, is not without some which 

appear to me sufBciently strong. His plan was his own, and his commu- 
nications with me were voluntary ; but that which occasioned the dis- 
covery of the plan, and ruined him when it was discovered, was his first 
journey to Lisbon to meet me, and his second journey within our posts 
to Coimbra. He undertook the ■ first of these journeys at the positive 
request of Lieut. Col. Douglas, who had been employed by Gen. Beres- 
ford to meet him at Ovar j and who, when he met him, found bis com- 
munications so important, that he thought it desirable that should 

see Gen. Bereaford, and he came the second time by my desire. I trust, 
therefore, that your Lordship will think that he has some claim upon the 
bounty of government, and that you will give him such an allowance as 
may enable him to live decently in England. 

To tlie Rt. Hon. 3 , Villiers. Oporto, 23d May, 1809. 

There is nothing new this day. Bereaford is on his return. I heard 
from him at Chaves on the 20th. 

Upon the capture of Oporto we found here several English, some 
Danish, Swedish, and one or two French vessels, and a considerable quan- 
tity of property, some of which had been loaded in these ships; and 
another part, principally cotton, which the French had bought in different 
parts of the country, and had collected here in charge of the French con- 
sul. I wrote to the Admiral some days ago to recommend that he should 
order the Captain commanding off the port to send an officer on shore to 
take an account of the vessels and their contents, in concert with Col. 
Trant ; and I received an answer yesterday from him, stating that he had 
desired his secretary to correspond with Col. Trant respecting these ves- 
sels. The most valuable part of this property is 3000 tons of wine, 
belonging, I believe, to the English merchants upon which the Admiral, 
on the notion that all the property at Oporto is liable to be considered and 
dealt with by the rules of prize, thinks us entitled to salvage. My 
opinion is, that if we arc entitled to it at all, we are entitled to the whole 
of the property : but the doubt which I entertain is, whether we have a 
right to any part of this property ; and upon this doubt I wish to have 
your, opinion. It appears to me, that Oporto being a Portuguese port, 
and'tlie British army acting in this eoimtry as allies, or even as a sub- 
sidiary army to the government of Portugal, every thing taken in Oporto 
belongs to the government of Portugal ; and must be dealt with as that 
government chooses, and not according to the rules which govern cases in 
which His Majesty’s sea and land forces take a port or town from the 
enemy, which afterwards becomes a part of his own dominions. 
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I wish you. to consider tlie question not only as one of civil law, but 
also in reference to the manner in which the Portuguese government 
would feel, if we were to consider the property which we found here in 
possession of the enemy as prize ; for however glad 1 shall be that the 
success of the army should turn out to their benefit, as well os to their 
honor, and however convenient it might be to me to share in this benefit 
myself, I am very unwilling to be instrumental in forwarding such a 
t.laiTT', if it is to have tlie effect of putting our friends out of lompet 
with us. 

Since I began this letter I have received one from the Marques de la 
Romana ; of which, and of my answer, I shall send you a copy. He was 
at Gijon on the 15th May, having about 9000 men in the Asturias, and 
4000 or 5000 at Vigo. He wants my assistance to defend the Asturias. 

To Capt. Mackinley, H.N. Oporto, 23fl May, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the ISlhinst. ; and 
I send one for the Marques de la Romana, which I beg of you to for- 
ward. 

You have been informed, I believe, of the success which attended the 
operations of the troops under my command to the 12th inst. We pur- 
sued the enemy on the 13th, and every measure that was pracliciiblc was 
adopted to cut off the enemy’s retreat into Galicia ; but it was impossible ; 
and he penetrated through the mountains to Oronsc, on tho 19lh and 20th, 
having lost, since I attacked him on the Vouga on the 10th insl., above 
the fourth of his army, all his cannon, ammunition, and equipments, and 
all his baggage, excepting what the soldiers and a few mules could carry, 
Tlie road was strewed with the carcases of horses, mules, end French 
soldiers. I am now returning to the southward, in consequence of an 
attack tlireatened upon the Eastern frontier of Portugal by a corps of 
12,000 men, which has taken Alcantara. 

To the Rt Hon. J. Villiers. Oporto, 2ilh May, I 9. 

This letter will be delivered to you by M. , whom 1 recom- 

mend to your protection and kindness. He is going to England, with an 
intention of returning to France as soon as possible, with n view to sell 
his estate before the government shall obtain a knowledge of transactions 
here in which he has been engaged. I have recommended him to Lord 
Castlereagh, and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will aid him 
in getting away from Lisbon, either in a ship of war or in tho packet, os 
soon as possible. 


G. O. Oporto, !t4th Mny, IHUU. 

2. The army beiner likely to go into huts at an early period, the Commander of tho 
Farces is disiwsed to supply tho officers with tents from the public stores, in the proportion 
of one tent for each field officer, and one tout for the officurs of each ooin^iiuiy, mid one for 
the staff ; it will ho necessary, however, that the officers, to whom thoso lenis will bo issued, 
shall provide means for the ciuriage, without increasing tho demands for furngo. 

3. The officers^ commanding regiments will scud to tho Q. M. G,, ihrongU tho affieers 
commimding their brigades, returns of the names of tliose officors who are desirous of iiav- 
log tents, stating the numbers required for tho regiments under their oommaud, oocording 

- to the proportions above speoiScef. 
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To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiera. Oporto, 24th May, 1809, 

I enclose you a memorandum which has been put into my hands hy the 
Q. M. G., and I shall he very much obliged to you if you will apply to 
the government for the information which he asks in the first paragraph, 
and for the drawings and sketches required in the second. 

We are sadly in want of shoes ; and the carts upon the road from Lis- 
bon to Coimbra have been so ill used, that I fear we cannot depend upon 
the communication j and if we could, I believe we should receive them 
sooner by sea. It will require 40 carts to bring up 20,000 pairs of shoes, 
which we want ; and I shall he very much obliged to you if you will ask 
the Admiral to allow one of his ships of war to take them on board, and 
bring them as soon as possible to the mouth of the Mondego : we cannot 
depend upon the transports making way against the wind at this season. 
The Commissary at Lisbon will have orders to embark the 20,000 pairs 
of shoes, if you should tell him that the Admiral will send them to ns ; if 
not, he will send them by land. 


To Major Gen. Mackenzie. Oporto, 24tli May, 1809. 

It has occurred to me, that you may be in the neighbourhood of Gen. 
Cuesta, and that he may propose to you to make some movement in aid 
of his operations. You will recollect that your corps is destined to the 
defence of Portugal ; and it must not be risked in any offensive opera- 
tions. Gen. Cuesta’s corps is by no means equal in point of strength to 
that of the French opposed to him ; and it is not impossible that he may 
wish to strengthen himself by a co-operation or a junction with that under 
your command. All that is very well, as long as the defence of Portugal 
is the object; but 1 cannot be responsible for the safety, or for the risk, 
for an inadequate object, of the King’s troops, in an operation with the 
Spanish troops under the command of Gen. Cuesta. If, therefore, Gen. 
Cuesta should press you to undertake any service beyond the line of your 
instructions, you will tell him that your corps is destined to defend a 
particular line of country, beyond which you cannot go without orders, so 
long as the French remain on the Tagus ; and that in case they should 
move northward, you have orders, which I now give you, to join the Bri- 
tish army. 

P. S. The troops will be on the Mondego on the 26th and 27th. 

To Brig. Gen. Alex. Campbell. Oporto, 24th May, 1809. 

The Adj. Gen. has communicated to me your letter of the 23d inst., 

reporting the conduct of Capt. the Marquez , in absenting himself 

from his battalion without leave on the 15th inst., and that you had put 
him in arrest. 

I observe from the date that this oiFence was aggravated by being com- 
mitted at a moment when the troops were in march in pursuit of the 
enemy. I am not disposed, however, to carry matters to extremities with 
the Marquez ; and I beg that you will call him and the officers of die 
regiment to which he belongs before you, and point out to him the ex- 
treme impropriety of his conduct. You will particularly point out to him 
that all the exertions of Great Britain, and that all that the valor and dis- 
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cipline of British soldiers can effect, will not save Portugal and secure her 
independence, unless the people of Portugal exert themselves in their own 
cause ; and that it is particularly incumbent upon the nobility and per- 
sons of great fortune and station to set t3ie example of that devotion to 
the service of their country, and of that strict attention to the rules of 
military discipline and subordination, wbicli can alone render any ex- 
ertions useful, and lead to that success to wliich all must look forward 
with anxiety. 

You will tell the Mai'qucz that I hope that the lenity with whicli his 
fault has been treated upon this occasion will induce him to bo more 
attentive to his duty ; and that I expect from him exertions in the cause 
of his country, patience to bear the hardships of a military life, and sub- 
mission to the rules of military discipline and subordination, in proportion 
as his rank, station, and fortune are superior to those of others of his 
Countrymen in the service. You will then release the Marquez from his 
arrest. 

To Marshal Beresford. Quinta do la Mcnlhodn, 25th May, 1800. 

I was in hopes that I should have seen you at Oporto, and I stayed there 
till tliis morning. I shall be at Aveiro to-morrow. It is absolutely ne- 
cessary that I should see you, I consider the north of Portugal to bo now 
die most exposed part of the country, and we must moke a good arrange- 
ment for its security before wo move to the soutliward. 

To Limit. Gen. Shethtooke. , Aveiro, 27th May, 1800. 

I hope you will have a better passage than I had. My horses aro not 
yet arrived. 

In respect to Mr. G , I am aware of his merits, and 1 shall be happy 

to do BomeUting for him. But it would not nuswor to promote an Assist. 
Commissary to he a Deputy Commissary, when we have already 4 Deputy 
Commissaries with the army j more especially as he was appointed by tlio 
Treasury only in 1801 . Besides, with every sense of Mr. G ’s me- 

rits, I must have a longer experience of them, and a belter opportunity 
of comparing them with the merits of others, than I have liad in the short 
period since the troops took the field. 


To the BtHon. J. VillierB. Aveiio, Wth May, 1809. 

I received yesterday your lettera of the 21st and 23d. In answer to the 
first, I liave to inform you that I conclude Gen. Blunt will not order the 
40th regt. from Lisbon, when tliat corps shall arrive there, till he shall 
receive directions from me. As soon as 1 can get my papers I propose to 
send the 30th regt. to Gibraltar, to relieve a part of that garrison ; and I 
propose that the 40tli shall do die duty at Lisbon, till I can get one of the 


O. O. Oven, sell) May, ISOS. 

1. Tha Commander at the Foroca bogs that tlio o/Hoers commumling: liriga<l«o will’ ascor- 
tain the number of men left behiiid, on flio tnnroli, by each of tlin roijimuiita uiider their 
ooinmand, from the time flio army left Coimbra i and they will make a return of them to 
tlM Adk Gen.’a office, stating the nomea of tlia officers commanding the companies from 
which', those men.have absented themselves. 
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younger corps down from the army to relieve the 40th. I also hope 
that Gen. Blunt will not order the 23d light dragoons from Lisbon, if 
that coi-ps should arrive in the Tagus, without receiving directions 
from me. 

I am concerned that I do not agree in opinion with you respecting the 
propriety of sending one regiment of dragoons to Gastello de Vide ; par- 
ticularly not one which will have heen hut just landed. Neither officers, 
men, nor horses are, in the first days after their disemharkation, fit for any 
duty, and particularly not for that description of duty to be performed by 
one regiment of dragoons opposed to a whole army. 

If mules could he got in the country for any purpose, I should wish to 
apply them to some other purpose besides the draught of two 3 pounders 
to be attached to the 23d dragoons. If such an equipment should be de- 
sirable, I shall have it in my power to supply it with horses. 

I don’t know what Beresford means by negotiation. In an intercepted 
letter from Victor to Marshal Jourdan, I believe, (for the copy sent to 
me was so faulty that I could not make out its contents, or to whom ad- 
dressed,) he says that ‘ he will not make a certain movement,’ (not de- ■ 
scribed, hut probably a retrograde one,) ' till a French negotiation should 
have brought to a close his negotiations with the Junta, of the success of 
which he had some hopes.’ It is probable that the movement to which 
he referred was that lately executed upon Alcantara, so that the negoti- 
ation must have already heen brought to a close. ' But if it were not, I 
should not think it advisable that we, in Portugal, should suggest any 
measures, in regard to negotiations, to die Junta of Seville, especially 
measures founded upon any thing so vague as the contents of an old inter- 
cepted letter. 

In answer to your letter of the 23d, I have to mention that I had in- 
tended to move by Guards, possibly Almeida, if the enemy had remained 
at Alcantara, and had pointed northward. But at present I intend to fol- 
low my original plan, and to assemble the army on the Tagds. From 
thence I shall act upon the north or south side of that river, as I may think 
proper. I hope, however, that the troops will be left in their stations, till 
I shall send them orders to move. 

The foundation of all military plans is compounded of the situations 
of one’s own troops, those of the allies, and those of the enemy; but if I 
cannot be certain even of my own, it is impossible for me to form, much 
less to execute, any military plan. I do not in general leave the troops 
idle, and you may depend upon it they will have enough to do before the 
campaign is over. Besides, you see that the reliefs from Gibraltar and 
England are to he executed, and the troops must not be moved without 
my direction. 

I propose to send all the prisoners to England, excepting the Hano- 
verians, who will be allowed to enter the Legion. 

The French broke a great number of their arms, and the Portuguese 
peasantry took and carried away the remainder. 

I don’t know what to do, or to recommend, in respect to the magis- 
trates of the country. They are so very inefficient or remiss in the perr 
formance of their duty, that we are constantly stopped or thwarted, for 
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\rant of the assistance wliieh we must require from them. I have now to 
complain of the magistrates of tliis place and Ovar, for disappointing us 
in the boat people necessai-y to attend the boats to transport the troops 
across the lake. For want of boats and boatmen the troops arc not so 
forward on their march to Uie southward as I intended they should be. 

To Liout. Gon. Sir J. Craduck, K.B. Arciro, 27tli May, ISO!). 

I have the honor to enclose a letter for you from the Sec. of State, 
containing directions to send to Portugal from Gibraltar tlio 48th and 
Gist regts., as soon as corps could be sent from Portugal to relievo tliera. 
I now send from Portugal the 2d batt. 30tb rogt., and I purpose to send 
round to Gibraltar another battalion, as soon as one can be marched down 
the country. In the mean time, I have requested tlie Admiral to send to 
Gibraltar a sufficiency of tonnage for the conveyance of both the regiments ; 
and I hope that you will have no objection to detach from Gibraltar both 
the regiments, in consideration of the urgency of tlie service in Portugal, 
although only one battalion is now sent from Portugal to relieve tliem ; 
but you may depend upon it that the second battalion shall follow as soon 
as possible. 

To Vioo Adm. tha lion. G. Berkeley. Avciro, 27th May, 1809. 

Before I left England, I received directions from the Sec. of State, of 
which I enclose a copy,' to send to Gibraltar 2 battalions of infantry, to re- 
lieve 2 battalions of that garrison ordered to join the army in Portugal. 
I propose that the 2d batt. 30th regt. shall be one of the battalions to go to 
Gibraltar ; and I Imve written to the commanding officer at Gibraltar to 
request that, as soon as tliat battalion shall arrive there, he will send round 
the 2 battalions destined for service in Portugal. 

I shall therefore be much obliged to you if you will be so kind ns to 
give directions that tonnage for 2000 men may bo prepared, to be sent 
round to Gibraltar, on board of which transports the 2d batt. 30th regt. 
will be ordered to embark, as soon as the 1st batt. 40th regt. sliall relieve 
them nt Lisbon. I shall hereafter request of you to order tonnage for 
another battalion to be sent to Gibraltar, as soon as I shall have been 
enabled to decide which 1 shall send, from a comparison of their relative 
fitness for service in the field. 

To Lieut. Col. Gordon. Coimbra, 27lli May, 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose a list of officers in the British army in 
Portugal, who have been allowed, by the late Commander of the Forces, 
to serve with tlie Portuguese army on the same terms with the officers 
who were sent from England with Gen. Beresford to serve in Portugal. 
I understand tliat all these officers have complied with the conditions on 
which tliey were to be allowed to transfer tlieir temporary services to the 
Portuguese troops ; and I beg you will submit tlieir names to tlte Com- 
mander in Chief, to be promoted one step in rank. It is very desirable 
that officers should bo sent to replace them in tlie regiments to which they 
belong. 

I also enclose a list of the names of officers permitted by the late Com- 
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mandcr of the Forces to serve with the Portuguese army as Brigadier 
Generals. Sir R. Wilson, indeed, has been for a considerable time em- 
ployed in that situation ; and I beg leave to recommend that these officers 
may be allowed to draw the pay and allowances of Brig. Generals on the 
British establishment. 

To Brig. Gen. Cox, Governor of Almeida. Contanhede, 2Sth May, 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 22d inst. I shall be very much 
obliged to you if jou will take measures to obtain a knowledge of the 
movements and strength of the different French corps in the neighbour- 
hood of Almeida, and write to me by every opportunity. The British 
army, having defeated and driven Soult out of Portugal, is now on its 
return to the south; and, if I should find that the object of the late move- 
ments of the French towards Alcantara is to retire northward, I shall turn 
towards Almeida. 

I shall be obliged to you to let me know what quantity of provisions 
and military stores you have at Almeida ; whether those of both descrip- 
tions, left in the place last year by the British ai-my, are still there, and 
in what state of preservation. Direct to me at Coimbra, where my quar- 
ters will be to-morrow. 

To Major Gen. Machenzte. Cantanbede, 28tli May, 1809. 

You probably do not know that the hussars are a few stray ones belong- 
ing to the 1st regt., which landed at Lisbon, instead of Figueira with 
their regiment. The regiment is inefficient without them, as you may 
readily believe. Pray, therefore, let them be halted somewhere, till I can 
lay hands upon them to join them to their corps. 

I have received your letters of the 24th and 26th. All that you have 
done is perfectly correct in every part. I should like to see Alcantara 
occupied again ; but it will not do to contest the point with the French 
army at Brozas. I think it probable that the people who were there on 
the 25th were only a patrole. The mardi of the array has been delayed 
in some measure for the want of shoes ; but our head is at Coimbra, and 
we are all in motion to the southward. 

To Marshal Botesford. Coimbra, 29th May, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter, enclosing one from Major 

Gen. , expressing the desire of that officer to be relieved from the 

command of the brigade placed under his orders, and to be allowed to 
return to England, if it is intended to employ his services, in future, in 
co-operation with the Portuguese troops. As the Commander in Chief of 
the British and Portuguese allied army in this country, it is impossible for 
me to engage to any officer that the troops under his command shall not . 
be employed in concert or co-operation with any particular description of 
troops. In that capacity, I consider myself wholly and solely responsible 
that His Majesty’s troops shall not be employed in improper situations, 
and the Major Generals, or other inferior officers, responsible only that 
they and those under them do their duty in the situation in which they 
may be employed. 

VOL. III. ’ 
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I request you, therefore, to inform Major Gen. that he has my 

leave to resign the command of his brigade, and to go to England when he 
thinks proper j and that I desire ho will deliver over the command to the 
senior officer of tlie brigade present. 

To the Rt. Hon. J, Villierg. Cuiinlim, 30tli May, 1800, 

I am very much afraid that I did not sufficiently c.vplain myself on the 


G. O. Coimlirft, aoih Miiy, IHOO, 

The Cominamlcr of the Fovoea ia much concenied to he ohligcd ngain to coniphtiii ol'die 
conduct of the ttoopa ; not only have outmi;t<e been committed liy whole cur].)s, hut theiv 
ia no deaccintion of property of which the imfuttminte inhuhitiuila of Purtugnl have not been 
plundered by the Britiah aoldicra, whom they have mceivod into their houses, or by strap'- 
glers from the different regiments of the army. The Commander of tlic Forcoa appreheinia 
that the interior discipline of the regiments is materially relaxed, and be therefore desires 
that the soldiers of every company, in each of the regiments, may he farmed into na many 
sounds as there are nnii-commiaaioncd oOicers, each squad having in it one non-commis- 
sioned officer, who must be reapoiisihie fur tlic conduct of the soldiers in his sqiuul. Tlie 
non-commissioned officers must always he quartered with the men of their sqims. 

On halting days an officer of each company must visit the quarters of the men of his 
company, 4 times each day, of which one must bo at 8 o'clock iu the evening. On 
marching days uii officer of each company must visit the quarters, twice after the men have 
got into them, of which once must bo at 8 o’clock in tlie evening. An officer must also 
visit tlie quarters of the com|inny, before the soldiers march in the morning. The object of 
these visitiiigs is to sec that the soldiers conduct thcinsolvca regularly iu tlicir quarters, 
to ascertain whether there are any complaints by tlic landlords, and of whom, and that llio 
men are_ in their quarters, iiisiciul of niurauding in search of iilnndcr. The officeis of Iho 
eompanica, wlio will visit, must report to ihc Commanding officer that tliey liavo visited 
th^uarturs the nnmhcr of times ordered, specifying tlie number. 

The Commanding officer will report daily to tlie officer oominandlng the brigade, lliat 
fliese visillngs have been made. The officers must be quartered in tlie immediate iieigli- 
hourhood of their companies. 

The Commander of the Forces calls llic atlentinu of the officers commanding brigades 
and regiments to Uia orders given out, and reiieated with a view to prevent Iho soldiers 
from straggling from their regiments on a march, which have hitherto been ineffectual. 
He ilesires that a report of abaentecs may be made aflcr every march to the officer onm- 
mondiug the brigade; and the officer commanding the brigade will aeiid thia rejiort, with a 
itatement from what companies the men are absent, to the Commander of the Farces. 

The use of carts to carry tiagi^ge of any descriptiim, is again positively forbid ; and it is 
equally forbid to have guards witli any baggage. 

The hospital bedding and stores heretofore carried under charge of rogimoiitiil surgeons, 
is to be sent into the huspital atCoimbm; there will be only one cart atliiclied to each 
regiment, viz. tliat to carry men who may fall sick on a march ; no guard wliiitever must 
he out of the ranks on a march, excepting tliose ordered by the General Orders. 

No soldjer must be employed to jircsa carts or liullocks, fur drangiit or food, excepting 
accompanied and directed by the assistant commissary of the brigade, or his deputy or iilerk, 
except in coses of evident necessity; when the commanding officer of tlie brigade, in the 
absence of the assistant commissary, may direct tliat carts or liullocks for draught or food 
may he pressed, in which case an officer must command the party ; and llic otliccr cum- 
maridiii^ the brigade mustreport the circumstance as soiiii os possible, to head- quarters. 

The circumstances which have occasiiined these orders linvo given the Cummiuider of the 
Forces die greatest concern ; and ho hopes, with tlie assistuiice of tho officers of die army, to 
put an end to the disgraceful practices whlcli have prevailed. 

The iieople of Portugal deserve well of the army ; they have in every iiislanee treated 
die soldiers well; and dicre never was an army so well siqipliod, or wliichhtul so 
little excuse for plunder, if any excuse can in any cose exist. Hut if tho Cummiuider of 
die Farces should not by these and otlicr measures he oiialiled to get the hotter of these 
practice^ ho is defenniiied to report to His Mitjcsly, and send into garrison those coriM who 
sliall continue them ; os he prefers a small but disciplined mid well ordered buiiy of 
trot^ to a rabble, however iiumcnins ; mid lie is restdved not to bo the hislrnmeiil of 
inflicting upon the people of this country Iho miseries wliicli result from the oporalioiis of 
snob a body. ‘ 

The regulations of these orilers are to bo understood ns applicable to tho dragoons and tlio 
MtiUery, os well as the infantry. 
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subject of the rank of British officers in the Portuguese service. I have 
no pretensions to decide upon the question of difference which arises upon 
it j but when it is referred to me, I must give my opinion upon it, and I 
am concerned if it differs from yours. I have no desire that it should be 
decided by me : decide it yourself, or let it be referred to tlie ministers in 
England, and I shall act cordially upon any decision that may be passed 
upon it. 

The practice has been to take a Captain from the British army to make 
him a British Major, and then to make him a Portuguese Lieutenant 
Colonel. A British Lieutenant is by the same process made a Portuguese 
Major ; and Lieut. Col. Blunt and Lieut. Col. Campbell are made Portu- 
guese Brigadiers over the heads of all the Colonels and all the senior Lieut. 
Colonels of the British army serving in Portugal. The rank thus given 
to these officers is not permanent, for they may return to the King’s ser- 
vice to-morrow. They have not entered permanently into the Portuguese 
service. If they had, I should not have a word to say j but after having, 
during the service in Portugal, commanded their permanent superiors in 
the British service, they are to return to that service to be commanded by 
those superiors. 

I don’t dispute the rank of the Portuguese commission ; on the con- 
trary, I assert it ; but I wish that an arrangement should be made which 
would satisfy the officers of this army respecting the rank they are to 
hold, in relation to their juniors in the British service v»ho hold superior 
military rank in the Portuguese service. 

It may be asked. Why are they to require satisfaction ? to which I only 
answer, that men’s minds are so constituted, that when they conceive they 
are injured, they are not satisfied until the injury is removed. Dissatis- 
faction on one subject begets it on others, and 1 should have (indeed I may 
say I have, for the first time) the pain of commanding a dissatisfied army. 

If military rank and pre-eminence is an object (and it is an object on 
service in the field against the enemy, or it is none at all), these officers 
are injured by the temporary supercession of themselves by their juniors 
in the British service ; and all that I ask is either that British officers 
entering the Portuguese service shall serve in the same rank which they 
hold in that of His Majesty, or, if superior rank should be given to 
them in the Portuguese service, it should be understood tliat, when they 
meet British officers of superior British rank to themselves, tliey are to 
receive their orders. The effect of this last arrangement would be to 
give for that moment Portuguese rank to the British officer who should 
thus exercise the command. 

I mentioned Beresford’s local rank only as an instance of the dissatisfac- 
tion unnecessarily created by such arrangements. It is of no use to Beres- 
ford; for, as Field Marshal and Commander in Chief of the Portuguese 
army, he must command everybody excepting the Commander in Chief 


0> Colnbmy 30th ISay, 1809. 

3, The ration of all the mules and horaea with the army, is hereafter to he as follows; 
14 lbs. of hay or stiawe 

12 lbs. of oats, or 10 lbs. of Indian com or barley. 
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of the British array, and that hy virtue of a special arrangement j and I 
observe that tlie same feeling exists respecting it in England, for it lias 
virtually been done away, respecting all Major Generals senior to him, by 
a late order. The dissatisfaction, however, occasioned by the grant of 
this rank, is undoubted. It is the cause of the resignation of one General 
officer, — who, by the bye, was by no means alTectcd by it; and Major 
Gen. J. Murray, who will bo a loss, is determined to resign, and go away, 
notwithstanding that, as I have above told yon, the rank has now no olTect with 
respect to him. But these two instances will bo snllicient to show you in 
what manner dissatisfaction, once excited, works in a British army ; and 
I must say that, from the highest to the lowest, dissatisfaction docs now 
exist in the British army. 

We are not naturally a military people; the whole business of an army 
upon service is foreign to our habits, and is a constraint upon them, par- 
ticularly in a poor country like this. Tliis constraint naturally excites a 
temper ready to receive any impressions which will create dissatisfaction ; 
and when dissatisfaction exists in an army, the task of the Commander is 
difficult indeed. I am, therefore, most desirous that the reasonable grounds 
for it, which do now exist, should bo removed ; and I have pointed out 
one of two modes in which this object can be effected. 

I cannot go to Lisbon, and cannot move from hence for 2 or 3 days ; 
hut I shall let you know my motions exactly. 

To Don Gregorio Cucsta. Coimliro, 30tli May, IROO, 

I wrote to your Excellency, on tlie 22d inst., an account of tlio opera- 
tions of the army under my command, and I informed your Excellency 
that the army was in march towards tins place. Its progress has been in 
some degree delayed by the badness of the weather and the roads, and the 
want of shoes ; but tlie whole are in full march for tliis place, and will 
proceed, as fast os circumstances will permiVtowards the Tagus, and I 
expect that all the reinforcements will have arrived by the time it reaches 
that river. 

I now send to your Excellency’s head quarters 2 officers in my con- 
fidence, Lieut Col. Bourke,* of the Q. M. G.’s. department, and Lieut. 
Col. the Hon. H. Cadogan, ]- one of my aides de camp, in order to explain 
to your Excellency my intentions, and to ascertain those of your Excel- 
lency, with regard to the co-operation of the two armies under our com- 
mand respectively, in an attack upon Marshal Victor, with the view to the 
destruction of his corps, if possible ; or, if not possible, its removal from 
its threatening position on the frontiers of Portugal and of Andalusia. 

Lieut. Col. Bourke will explain to your Excellency the points on which 
I wish to have information, which I request your Excellency to afford him, 

Memorandum for Lieut. Col. Bourke, A. Q, M. G. 30tli May, 1809. 

If the two armies under Gen. Cuesta and Sir A. Wellosloy are to co- 
operate in an attack upon Marshal Victor, the co-operation must be upon 

* Lieut, Gen. Sir R.Bourke, K.C.B., aflorwards Goromor of New South Wales, 
f Afterwards killed at Vitoria. 
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the principle of a junction ; or of a co-operation with communication ; 
or of a co-operation on separate lines previously combined and arranged. 

If on the principle of a junction, where is it proposed that the armies 
should join ? 

If on the principle of a co-operation, with constant communication, by 
what points is the communication to be kept up P 

If the operations of each army are to be separate and distinct, although 
previously combined, and it is proposed that the British army should act 
upon the right flank and rear of the enemy, what operations does Gen. 
Cuesta propose for his army ? 

What is the position at present occupied by the enemy, and his strength 
in it? 

What are his lines of retreat from it, and what are the* advantages and 
disadvantages attending each ? 

What support has the enemy’s flank, and between him and Madrid? 

What is the position occupied by Gen. Cuesta ? What is his strength 
in infantry, cavalry, and artillery ? 

What number of days would be required for Gen. Cuesta to march 
from his present position to that occupied by the enemy, with a view to a 
combined attack upon him ? 

Is there any fortifled position of which it would be necessary for Gen. 
Cuesta to possess himself and occupy, before he could join in the attack 
with advantage ? 

Are there any natural diflBculties in the road ? 

What French corps, and of what strength, are on the left of Victor, and 
where situated ? 

How do these troops communicate with Victor ? 

Is their junction practicable, and if both were to withdraw, where could 
they join ? 

What is the strength of the corps mider Gen. Venegas ? and where is 
he situated ? 

How does he communicate with Gen. Cuesta? 

Would it be possible to include this corps in the system of operations 
to be adopted against Victor ? 

Are the roads practicable for an army, leading along the Tagus, both 
north and south of that river ? 

What roads lead from the Tagus to the Guadiana, and what communi- 
cation between one of these roads and the other ? 

To W, Huskisson, Esq., Sec. to the Treasuiy. Coimbra, 30th May, 1809. 

The distress, of which I gave you a sketch in my last letter, has been 
aggravated by its continuance, and by an accumulation of debt for all our 
supplies from that period to this. 

I am convinced that £300,000 would not now pay our debts in this coun- 
try. Pay is due to the troops, and we have not a shilling, or the chance of 
getting any. The money sent to Cadiz to be exchanged is not returned, 
and none can be procured at Lisbon for bills. In short, we must have 
money from England, if we are to continue our operations in tliis country. 
You should now send us £300,000 as soon as possible. 
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I believe that we have all been deceived respecting tlie supposed facility 
of procuring money at Lisbon for bills upon England. Where is the 
trade which is likely to supply a demand for bills to the ainoxint of 2 
millions a year P Is it to be believed, on tho other hand, that the merchants 
of Portugal are sending their whole capital to England P And if they 
are, must there not be some limit to the amount of the demand for bills 

for this purpose P In short, Mr. has given you an erroneous view 

of the state of the money moi'ket at Lisbon, os he has to me upon many 
other subjects ; he has availed himself of all that it could supply, and 
nothing now remains, 

I trust that £ 100,000 will have been sent immediately after you received 
my last letter, and that you will send £200,000 more as soon as possible. 
I borrowed from* the merchants of Oporto all that I could get ; but the 
sum was very small indeed, and we are in tlie greatest distress. 

?%e A.G. lo Chi. Ptaeoeke, Litbon, May, 1800. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to acquaint you, in reply to 
your letter of the 3d inst., that Col, Donkui has been appointed by Ilia Majesty 
to the staff of the army in Portugal; with wliich appointment he cannot presume 
to interfere. With regard to your xviahes of being placed on the stall) bis Excel- 
lency sees much difficulty in the arrangement, especially ns there are Colonels 
senior to you in this army, serving with their regiments, whom the Commander 
of the Forces would not fed justiliod in not placing equally on the stall'; and there 
are not hrigados for all tho General oifieers that are oxpeutud to join this army. 
Col. Donkin has recoived the Commander of the Forces' leave to go to Engittiul, 
and prohahly will not return, 

jra« A.O. to LUut, Ojfirmam,* Vllh ngl. May, 1809. 

1 have not failed to lay your letter of psterday’s date before tho Commander of 
the Forces, who bus diruoted me to say that you must remain with your regiment, 
OB none, under the rank of a captain, will be appointed Town Major of Oporto ; 
and from your rank in the army you are ineligible for the situation of D. A. A. G. 
by the late regulatluns. 

The A.O. to Lieut, Col. WaUh, Town Mqjor, IasIoh. May, 1800. 

I have not failed to lay yoiu letter of tho 20th inst. bofuro tho Cuinmandor of 
the Forces relative to the oifieers of tho — regt. who have been tried on suspi- 
cion of murdering n Spaniard, and acquitted thereof by the Ihirtugnese civil 
power ; and have in consequence received Ids Excellency’s commands to signify 
to you his pleasure that the officers alluded to do not repair to their regiment, 
hut that they are to he permitted to stay at Lisbon, whore tlioy will remain until 
further orders shall be received conccrumg them from Englniul, 

To the Rk Hon. J. Vaiiers. Coimbra, Slst May, 1800. 

I have long been of opinion that a Britisli army could bear neither 
success nor failure, and I have had manifest proofs of the truth of this 
opinion in tlie first of its branches in the recent conduct of tho soldiers of 
this army. They have plundered the countiy most terribly, which lias 
given me the greatest concern. The Town Major of Lisbon, if he has 
tho orders, will show yon, if you wish to reiul thorn, those that 1 have 
given out upon this subject. They have plumlorod the people of bulloeks, 
among other property, for what reason I am sure I do not know, except 
• yeo Note respeeliug this oflloer, llUi Ocl. 1810. 
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it be, as I understand is their practice, to sell them to the people again, 
I shall be very much obliged to you if you will mention this practice to 
the ministers of the Regency, and beg them to issue a proclamation for- 
bidding the people, in the most positive terms, to purchase any thing from 
the soldiers of the British army. 

We are terribly distressed for money, I am convinced that £300,000 
would not pay our debts j and two months’ pay is due to the army. I 
suspect the Ministers in England are very indifferent to our operations in 
this country. I rather suspect that Sir J. Cradock has detained the Sur~ 
veillante at Cadiz, and that this is the reason why that ship has not 
returned with the dollars in exchange for our gold. 

To Vice Adm, the Hon. G. Berkeley. Coimbra, Slat May, 1809, 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 29th. I am much 
obliged to yon for the trouble you have taken, and the directions you 
have given, respecting the oats in the ships Beltom, Enterprise, mi Anne, 
I have given directions to the Commissary Gen. to see that the arrange- 
ments which you propose respecting the cargoes of these ships should be 
executed forthwith, not only in respect to these, but in respect to all the 
victuallers, hay and oat ships, now in the port of Lisbon. The hire of 
store houses will be a much less heavy expense upon the public than that 
of victuallers, which may, of course, be sent back to England whenever 
you may think proper. 

I have written to England to request that no more spirits or salt provi- 
sions might be sent out to Portugal. I propose to address you more fully 
hereafter respecting the future movements of the army; in the mean 
time, I have the honor to inform you, that it is now on its march towards 
Abrantes, on the Tagus. 

To Vice Adm. tlie Hon. G. Berkeley. Coimbra, 31st May, 1800, 

I have received your letters of the 29th, to both of which I proceed to 
give you an answer. I proposed to you to limit the number of transports 
to 8 ; because at that time I liad it in contemplation to send home only 

G, O. Coimbra, Slut May, 1609. 

1. There being now 6000 pairs uf shoes, the oiRcers commanding brigades will direct 
the officers commanding regiments in their bripules, to make a requisition to the assistant 
commissary attached to the liiigade, for the number of jiairs of shoes they will require to 
complete the men ; but no regiment is to require more than one pair of shoes for each man. 
These shoes are to lie paid for at tlie rate of 6<. 6d. per pair. 

2. The regimeiifcB are to make a requisition on the Q, M. O. for bill-hooka in the propor- 
tion of 1 fur every 10 men ; these bill-hooks arc to be carried by the soldiers under the 
strajM of the knapsack, outside. The troops very soon experience the use of them, and 
must take the greatest core of diem ; they must be produced by the men at every iiispeotxoa 
of necessaries. A return of them must be made to the Q. M. G. once a mouth i and any 
deticieucies of the numbers not accounted for in a satisfactory niaiiuer, must be made good 
by die companies to which the bill-hooks have been delivered. 

3. Those regiments in want of camp kettles, will make a requisidun for them upon die 
Q, M. G. ; deSciencies must however account^ for in a satisfactory manner: in future 
a return of camp kettles must be sent to the Q. M. 6. on the trrst of every montb ; likewi^ 
returns monthly of haversacks and canteens to him. Tlie regimenfs will make a requisi- 
tion for (he numbers they now want to complete ; a satisfactory account must be givoii of 
the deBcicncies* 
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Mr. C. Jolinatone’s sheep, thinking, from his account, that the govern- 
ment of Spain would find the means of sending home those they intended 
to present to His Majesty. I entirely concur with you, however, that it 
is desirable to increase the number to 25, or more, as they can he spared 
from the service ; and that, in fact, the expense on account of the public 
is discontinued from the time tliat they shall leave the Tagus. 

I think tliat all tJie 3 months’ infantry ships, and the horse ships of which 
you sent me the list the otlier day, may be sent home, or to Cadiz. Or, 
indeed, if you are desired to send home tliose you included in your list, 
you might send otlier horse ships to Cadiz for the sheep. 

I am very much obliged to you for the trouble you have taken respect- 
ing the supply of beef for the Alentejo, as likewise for sending us bur 
shoes, and all the assistance we have received from you. I am now about 
to move the army to the Tagus, and I have requested Capt. Chambers 
to come to the Mondego with his fleet, as soon as he can get out of 
Aveiro. My wish and intention were to send to Lisbon, by sea, the 
troops which are to go home when die relief shall come out ; but from 
the accounts received this day by the Parthian from England, I think it 
not improbable that I shall be in Spain before the reinforcements, in in- 
fantry at least, can arrive. I should wish, however, Capt. Chambers to 
remain in this quarter for a few days longer, till I shall have set every 
thing fairly in motion to the southward, and shall have closed my con- 
cerns in this quarter. 

I have not answered your letter respecting the property captured at 
Oporto, because, just at die time that I received it, a doubt occurred to 
me whether, under the circumstances of die case, we ought to consider the 
property as prize, or the captors entitled to salvage for that part which 
belonged to British merchants. Oporto is a town belonging to tho 
Prince Regent, and we, the army, could be considered only in the light of 
auxiliaries to His Royal Highness. Your ships would be considered in a 
different point of'view ; but I imagine that your right would bo founded 
upon ours, and would arise from our success in a conjoint expedition. So 
that if we have no claim, you have none. The principle upon which all 
claims to prize are founded is, that the property captured from an enemy 
belongs to His Majesty, who gives it either by Act of Parliament, or by 
his Proclamation, in certain shares, to his navy and his armyj but in this 
case, the property captured could not belong to His Majesty, but to the 
Sovereign in whose territory we were carrying on our operations, and 
to whom we were auxiliaries. Under diese circumstances, I should doubt 
whether the King’s Courts would condemn tlie property as prize, and 
whether the Act of Parliament, or the King’s Proclamation, would operate 
upon it. However, I have desired Col. Trant to proceed in every respect, 
notwithstanding those doubts of mine, as your secretary has pointed out ; 
viz., to have an account taken of every Ihing, to have copies taken of all 
papers, to seal them up, and make the Captains of tlie vessels give receipts 
for them, and to send every thing to England. I have also written to 
Villiers upon the subject. 

You will have heard, I conclude, from tho Captain of tho Parthian, 
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from Oporto. He has sent me word hy Col. Elley,* thfit Atlm. Young 
desired him to return immediately from Oporto, if I did not wish to detain 
him ; and I have sent him word that I have no desire to keep him. 

I have letters from England of the 16th, but no news. I hope that the 
defeat of the Austrians has not been so decisive as the French accounts 
would make it. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Coimbra, 3lst May, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 15th 
inst., enclosing the extract of one from the late Commander of the Forces 
in Portugal, and the copy of one from the Master General, relative to the 
deficiency of supplies of ammunition. I believe that Sir J. Cradock did 
not intend to represent to your Lordship that there was any deficiency of 
ammunition in Portugal ; I certainly have not experienced any : but that 
the difficulties of procuring conveyance, and of tlje communications, wore 
such, as that the quantities which he had been enabled to bring forward 
for die use of the army in the field were not what he thought sufficient. 

To Vise. CostleTeagli. Coimbra, Slst May, 1809. 

I request your Lordship will be pleased to give directions tliat a supply 
of 30,000 pairs of shoes for the use of the British troops may be sent to 
Lisbon at an early period. It is desirable that the storekeeper should 
give directions that these shoes should be of the best quality. I shall also 
he much obliged to your Lordship if you will give directions that 
1,500,000 lbs. of biscuit may be sent to Lisbon for the use of the troops, 
and 3,000,000 lbs. of hay, and 3,000,000 Ihs. of oats. 

I have also to inform your Lordship, that from every information I have 
received of the probable supply of money for hills upon England, it is my 
opinion, tlrat a sum amounting to not less than £300,000 ought to be sent 
to Lisbon at an early period. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Coimbra, Slst May, 1809. 

I have the honor to inform your Lordship, that since my letter of the 
20th inst., the enemy has withdrawn the corps which had taken possession 
of Alcantara on the 14th, and his army is concentrated in the neighbour- 
hood of Caceres, between the Tagus and the Guadiana. 

The Spanish army, under Gen. Cuesta, had advanced from its position 
at Llerena, upon receiving accounts of the enemy’s march from the Gua- 
diana, and the advanced guard had attacked a fortified post which the 
enemy still held at Merida, But, by a letter from Gen. Cuesta of the 20th 
inst., I find that he had discontinued the attack, owing to the difficulty of 
supporting it, in consequence of the swelling of the Guadiana. His head 
quarters were, by the last accounts, at Fuente del Maestre. 

Gen. Mackenzie is in the mountains behind Castello Branco, and he has 
been directed again to occupy Alcantara, in such force as to he able to 
secure that passage over the Tagus. The army is in march towards this 
place ; the leading brigades have already arrived here, and I expect the 


* The late Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Elley, K.C.B, 
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whole in the course of a few days. The inarch has, in some degree, been 
delayed in consequence of the badness of the weatlier, and the general 
want of shoes by die troops, it having been impossible to bring up from 
Lisbon a sufScient supply, Tlie arrangements, however, ore all made for 
the early movement of the troops to the Tagus, and they will begin their 
march on the day after to-moi*row. 

To Vise. Coatlcreagli. Coimbra, 3lst May, 1809. 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 13th inst., relative to the 
ofideers of the British army allowed to servo in the army of Portugal, and 
I have the honor to infom your Lordship that I ti-onsmit by tliis oppor- 
tunity, to the office of the Commander in Chief, lists of the names of 
officers, belonging to regiments in Portugal, who have been allowed to 
serve with the Portuguese troops. I hope that tlieir names will be sub- 
mitted to his Majesty for promotion for one step of rank at an early period. 

I have to request your Lordship will give directions that all the officers 
who have been promoted for service with the Portuguese troops, as well 
of the original number of 24 as of the last number of 30, referred to by 
your Lordship in your dispatch of the 13th inst., may bo ordered to Por- 
tugal without loss of time. 

To Visa. Cnstlcrengb. Coimbra, 31 bI May, 1809, 

I have but little to odd to the contonte of my public dispatches. You 
will hear officially from the Admiral respecting the discharge of trans- 
ports. The Agent of transports has kept liimsclf so ninch aloof from us, 
that I am not enabled to write to you accurately on the subject, f can 
only tell you in this way, that I have begged of the Admiral to send home 
all the 3 months’ infantry ships, a great proportion of tho cavalry ships, 
and all tho victuallers, as I have desired that all the provisions and stores 
may be landed and put in store on shore. I shall also make arrangements 
to send home all the ordnance store ships, ns soon as I can see the Com- 
manding officer of artillery, who is not yet come up. 

I shall soon be in Spain, and if Victor docs not move across tho Tagus, 
he will be in as bod a scrape as Soult. I hope to receive from you, before 
long, some orders respecting my conduct, supposing I should drive Victor 
away from the frontiers of Portugal, and should be required by Cuestn or 
tlie Junta to pursue him. We are getting on well, and I hope the govern- 
ment are satisfied with us. The army behave terribly ill. They tme a 
rabble who cannot bear success any more than Sir J. Moore’s army could 
bear failure. I am endeavoring to tame them ; but if 1 should not succeed, 
I must make an official complaint of them, and send one or two corps 
home in disgrace. They plunder in all directions. 

I have sent Col. Bourko and Col. Cadogan to Cuesta, to arrange a plan 
of co-operation in an attack upon Victor. 

To Vice Adm. the lion. G. Borfceloy. Coimbra, lot Juno, 1809. 

,I have the honor to enclose two lettora which have been transmitted to 
me by Col. Trant, relative to the horso transports sent to Oporto to convoy 
to England the French prisoners, many of whom are sick and wounded. 
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I beg leave to recommend that infantry transports, to convey 1000 men, 
may be sent to Oporto, in addition to the horse transports already sent 
there, as many of the prisoners are not yet come in ; and I learn from 
Col. Trant that there will be no room for above 600 of those now at Oporto 
in the horse transports. As it will be necessary to make some alteration 
in the horse transports to render them capable of containing the prisoners 
at all, and as this alteration will occasion expense, and some expense must 
be incurred, and inconvenience and delay occasioned, in order to refit the 
ships as horse transports, you will probably think it proper to order the 
alteration of the horse transports to be discontinued, and to send infantry 
transpoiis for the whole. I beg leave to refer you to my letter of the 
15th May for a statement of the tonnage required. 

To Marshal Beresfarcl. Coimbra, 1st June, 1S09. 

I enclose a dispatch which I received yesterday from England, relative 
to the officers to be appointed to the Portuguese service. I wrote to Lord 
Castlereagh to request that all those already appointed by Sir J. Cradock 
and me might receive their promotion immediately ; and that those ap- 
pointed in England, as well of the first 20 as the last 30, might be ordered 
to join in Portugal without loss of time. 

You have made use of Mr. M'Neal, the Commissary attached to Major 
Gen, Tilson’s brigade, and have made him superintendent of your Com- 
missariat. I cannot spare him to you : he is one of the best of his rank ; 
and I am now obliged to employ him on another service. 

Y illiers will show you the ffispatches from England respecting Capt. . 


G, O. Coimbrs, lit .TiiDe, 1809. 

1. The Commaniler of the Farces has been informed that the ofBcers commanding com- 
panies, and other regimental ofKcers, having been supplied with mules by the commissariat, 
by order of the late Commander of the Forces, for the carriage of camp kettles, of {wy- 
masters’ books, and of the medicine chest, when the army took the fleld, bare applira to 
hare those mules exchanged. 

The officers commanding companies, paymasters, and surgeons, must be aware that they 
receive an allowance from the public to furnish mules or horses for the carriage of camp 
kettles, books, or medicine chests ; they are reminded by the orders of the 1101 Oct., the 
18th Match, and 19th May, that these males were given to them by the Commissariat only 
as an indulgence, and that they were to keep them up at their own charge ; and under 
tlicse circumstances it is impossible for the Commissary Gen. now to exclionge them. 

2. Tlie mule attached to each regiment for tho carriage of the intrenching tools, and 
placed by the orders of the 16th March in charge of the quarter-master, belongs to the 
public, and lie must be exchani^ed by the commissary, if the exchange should be necessary 
(which it ought not to be). It is clearly understood, that although the camp kettle mules, 
and those for the books and medicino chests, ate to be kept up by the captains, paymaster, 
and surgeons respectively, they must not be used for any purjiose, excepting those for whicli 
they are exclusively allowed, 

G. Although from circumstances it is at*present impossible to supply the paymasters of 
regiments with money to the full amount of their estiniatee, and the captains of companies 
have not yet received the full amount of pay of their several companies for the lost month, 
no reason exists why tho accounts of the soldiers should not be settled to tlie 24di of the 
mouth of May, and the balances struck, which will be paid off as soon as the money shall 
come up. 

8. Au officer from the — , — , — , and — regts. to proceed forthwith by the road of 
Aveiro, Oporto, and Braga, to look for the meu who have been allowed to straggle from 
those regiments, according to tlie return sent in to the Adj. Gem's office, copies of which 
lliey are to be funiished with by the officers commanding the corps. 

Tlie Commander of the Forces trusts that more attention will be paid hy the officers 
commandiiig companies to prevent the soldiers from straggling in future. 
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To the Rt, lion. J. Villiors. Coimbra, 1st June, 1809. 

I enclose you the answer to my first dispatch respccthig Capt. , 

which I received yesterday from England. I think that the ministers have 
taken nearly the same view of the subject which we have. I also enclose 
Lord Castlereagh’s private letter upon tlio subject, in which you will see a 
prospect of another success in the West Indies, Pray return these papers, 

I had written to the Admiral respecting the claim of the navy to share 
in any prize wo should make at Oporto, long before I received your letter. 
In fact, if the frigates had not been stationed off the port, there was nothing 
to prevent the French from sending away any thing they pleased ; and if 
we liad any right, the navy must have it likewise. If I had been so in- 
clined, it would have been impossible afterwards to dispute the claim of 
the navy, and to assert our own j and therefore all that I have done has 
been to apprise the Admiral of the doubts (I ought to say the certainty) 
I entertain, that none of us have any claim whatever. If you are decidedly 
of the same opinion, I think you had better say no more upon the subject, 
excepting to lot the government know that tliore is a large property in 
cotton, &c, at Oporto. 

I have desired that tlie guns belonging to the French should be embarked 
in the frigate, and sent to Lisbon j those belonging to the Portuguese, of 
which there are many fine brass guns, will he left in the arsenal at Oporto. 
The French have lost above 60 pieces of cannon in this o.xpoditiou into 
Portugal. 

To tbe Rt. Hon. J, Villim. Coimbra, Ut Jmie, 1801). 

Since I wrote to you this morning, I have rooeivod yours of the SOtli. 
I shall stay here till tire 5th, when I shall go by Thomar to Abrantes, and 
I shall be glad to see Col. Alava.* I do not mean, however, to allow any 
detachment of the British troops to move until the whole army is ready 
to support it. 

I am concerned tlmt any complaint has been made by the people of 
Oporto, The facts are these : It was represented to me upon my return 
to Oporto, after the pursuit of Soult, tlmt tho merchants and the Senate 
were not unwilling to assist us by a loan of money, we being at that time 
in want of every thing, particularly shoes, and not having one farthing. I 
asked Mr. Murray whether he thought the exposure of our distress at 
Oporto was likely to have a baneful influence on tlm money market at 
Lisbon ; and having been told that it would not, I made known our tem- 
porary distress, first to the Senate, who immediately said they would 
advance us all that was in their power. I tlien applied to tho merchants 
of the Wine Company, some of whom did not appear equally willing to 
assist us; upon which I said to them os I left the room, that I left them to 
consider of the statement I had made, and of my wish that tluiy should 
assist us; and that all I could say was, that if they refused to assist our 

• Don Mignol de Alova was Bulisoquonlly aUoolied In tlio bIoIT of Lord WalliiiKhm, on 
which he ramauied until the oiid of llio war. Ho wa« also with tlio Duho «f Wollingtoii 
at Waterloo. Ho win afterwnids ministsr for the Court of Siiain at tho Court of St. 
Jaracas. He resigned his diplomatic cmploymont on tho rorolutiuu of ta Qroiiia, and 
ttved ui eougratton at Bagntres, in July, 1843. 
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distresses with the money which we wanted, after all that we had done 
for tliem, the world, when Ihe story should be told, would not believe it. 
Tliis is Ihe amount of the durete which has been put upon them. I believe 
I did shame them into lending us a sum of money. After all, the sum 
borrowed at Oporto, for it was not levied, amounted to about £10,000, 
and this is what the government call ‘ severe.’ I really believe that I 
saved for them property for which they will get a hundred times that 
amount ; and if I had waited to attach Soult till I had had money sufficient 
to render this loan unnecessary (for which I may wait the next time my 
assistance is wanted), the expense of the support of bis army would have 
been ten times the amount. 

I am very much obliged for the papers which you have sent to the 
government respecting the conduct of their magistrates. I wait here till 
tile greatest part of the army is gone by, as there are constant difficulties 
and distresses which must immediately be relieved ; and I may as well be 
here as anywhere elsej and my horses require rest. 

To Marshal Beresfotd. Cuimbro, Hi June, 1809. 

I have been endeavoring to form a corps of guides ; that is to say, 
one of officers and non-commissioned officers, who should be interpreters 
between our people and those of the country, who must show them their 
roads. We have got some officers, but we want non-commissioned officers. 
I shall be very much obliged to you if you will allow us to have Jozts 
Bannas, corporal in the 2d company of grenadiers of the 13th regt., and 
■8 or 10 other serjeants, corporals, or steady soldiers, men of good cha- 
racter, who can speak either English or French, to make of them serjeants 
or corporals of guides. They will have with us the pay and allowances of 
British cavalry. 


To J. Murray, Raq,, Coniniissary General. Abranles, 3d June^ 1809. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me know, as soon as 
possible, what progress you make in procuring money. 

You should send up here by water, without loss of time, all that you can 
get. We can do no longer without money. 

I also request you to desire the Commissary at Lisbon to let the Com- 


Q Coimbm, June. 1600. 

8. The Order No. %, of the 30tb May, has not been attended to, no veBiment having yet 
sent to Ac Q. M. 6. any account of articles required from Lisbon. The earliest attention 
must be given to all orders. In this instance, the regiments may fed the greatest incon- 
vonience for want of those articles in store at Xsisbon^ which it was the intention of the 
orders of the 30th May to supply, and which articles they cannot get by any other means. 

4. Whenever sick are left in hospital at any place, the sfrictest attention must he 
that officers and ijonocommissioned officers of each brigade are left in charge of them, 
according to Ae proportion ordered in G. O. of the X9th May, for the hosjatal at Braga. 


Q Q Coimbra, Sd June, 1809. 

% Whenever it is possible for the assistant commissaTies of brigailcs to issue the quan- 
tity, cavalry must receive and carry 3 days* com, tuid the infancy 3 days* bread. 

3. The senior of the officers left in cliarge of tlie sick at the d.tVerent hospitals must take 
the command of the whole, and coiTespond with head quarters ; tjo convalescents must be 
m >vcd from any iiospital station witliout orders from head quarters. 
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missafy at Abrantes know daily what is sent off. Wo much want the 
10,000 pairs of shoes ordered, and the stores and baggage required in the 
Q. M. G.’s department, as well as the stores ordered for your own. 

To Marshal Beresford. Coimbra, 3d June, 1800. 

I enclose a letter which Col. Fletcher has given me, which affords but a 
bad prospect of a defence for die Tagus. I think tliat if Capl. Chapman’s 
facta arc true, his arguments are unanswerable ; and that it is very doubtful 
whether any heavy ordnance ought to be placed in the batteries on the upper 
Tagus. However, there can bo no harm in constructing tho batteries, and 
we can ai'in them with some guns of a small calibre, which would be of no 
use to the enemy, if they should fall into their hands. 

To Brig. Gen. Howorth, E.A. Coimbra, 3d Juno, 1808. 

I have to thank you for die trouble you have taken about the captured 
oi'dnance. I did not trouble you upon this subject, because I was not 
aware that you would be under the necessity of remaining at Oporto. 
The barrels of gunpowder which you mention were sent by Great Britain 
for the service of Portugal, and must therefore be left at Oporto for the 
orders of Gen. Beresford. 


To Major Gen, Cotton. Cuimbm, 3d Juno, 1809. 

I enclose the copy of a letter transmitted to mo by tho JJcp. Commissary 
Gen., and it is absolutely necessary tliat the cavalry should carry 3 days’ 
com for themselves, whenever it can be procured, as no carts can Im 
allowed for diis purpose. 


77u A.G. to Heat. Cal. IValih, Towa Major, lasbaii. Sd Jiuio, 1809. 

In reply to your letter of the ,31at ult., 1 am directed by his Itxcelleiicy the 
Commander of the Farces to acquaint you, tliat he can decide iqion no case of 
any oiiicer having leave of absence, or not, without tlic regular certificate being 
forwarded for Ins inspection ; and this power cannot be delegated to anotlier, 
though it might, in a particular instance, be convenient. 

'I'liB recovered men fit to join their regiments are to remain at Lisbon until fiir- 
ther orders. 

To Capt. Chambers, IbN. Coimbra, 4th June, 1809. 

I am concerned that you are still detained at Aveiro ; and I apprehend 
that you will not get out for seme days till there shall be an easterly wind. 

As soon as you can get out, I should wish you to go to the mouth of the 
Mondego for the following objects : 

1st. To receive into the transports a small detachment of the 3d hussars, 
who will have been dismounted. 

2dly. To receive into the transports a certain quantity of stores not 
required for the use of tlie army. 

3dly. To deliver to a Commissary, who shall be there to receive, 
300,000 lbs, of bread, and 80,000 rations of oats. He will take charge of 
these stores, and embark them in schooners, wliich I have directed him to 
hire for this purpose. 

In case there should not be in tlie victuallers a sufficient quantity of 
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Tii’ead and oats to supply these deliveries, I shall be obliged to you if you 
will order their delivery from the empty transports and horse ships. 

I shall be obliged to you to send the enclosed letter to any fleet of 
transports that may appear off Aveiro. 

To Staff Surgeon — — . Coimbra, 4tb June, 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 3d inst., and its enclosure. It is im- 
possible for me to enter into a discussion with you on the propriety and 
expediency of the orders which you have received from the Dep. Inspector, 
and I have only to desire that you will obey them without loss of time. 

To Lieut. Col. W alah, Town Major, Lisbon. Coimbra, 4tb June, 1809. 

I have just heard that Col. Roche was off Oporto on the 2d inst., in the 
Swallow sloop of war, charged with dispatches for me ; that he was unable 
to land himself, being indisposed, and he was unwilling to send the dispatches 
on shore, and that he is gone with them to Lisbon. 

I request you will get from Col. Roche the dispatches as soon as he 
shall arrive at Lisbon, and forward them to me. I shall be at Thomar 
on the 6th, and at Abrantes the “Ith inst. I request you also to inform 
Col. Roche that I shall always be happy to see him, when he is able to 
come to me ; but that it is desirable, when he has the charge of dispatches 
from government, he should adopt the most expeditious and the safest 
mode of conveying them to the persons to whom they are addressed, 
and not keep them at sea with a contrary wind for a longer period than 
is absolutely necessary. 

To Lieut. Col. Framingham, ILA. Pombal, Sth June, 1809. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have written to the Commanding 
officer of the artillery at Lisbon, and the copy of another which I have 
written to the Dep. Commissary Gen. at Coimbra. In case you should 
think it desirable to add any other articles to those enumerated in my 
letter to be carried in the reserve artillery, or should think any additional 
number of wheels desirable, I beg that you will write for them yourself. 

I hope that your horses on their arrival on the Tagus will not be in the 
unserviceable slate in which you expect they will be. If they should be 
so, I must relinquish that important branch of our equipment, the British 
artillery ; and I have requested Gen, Beresford to have some brigades of 
Portuguese artillery in readiness to join and do duty with the British array 
on its entry into Spain, 

In respect to the reserve ammunition which has not yet come up, ray 
opinion is, that the best thing to do is to embark it from Oporto for Lisbon ; 
or if it should have marched from Oporto, to send it by boats from Coim- 
bra to Figueira at the mouth of the Mondego, and have it in readiness to 
be embarked there in the store ships as soon as they shall arrive there 
from Aveiro. 

I beg of you to communicate this opinion to Gen. Howorth. 

To Lieut. Col. Fialier, R.A., Lisbon. Pombal, 6th June, 1809. 

I beg that, upon the receipt of tliis letter, you will send by water to 
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Santarem, in charge of an olEcer, and of a sufficient number of men, 50 
spare 'wheels for light 6 pounder carriages and cars, and 20 spore wheels 
for heavy 6 pounder carriages and cars j likewise 60 rounds for each gun 
of the three 6 pounder brigades with the army, of round shot, with am- 
munition complete, and 30 rounds for each, gun of spherical cose shot, 
with ammunition complete. You will send a proportionate quantity of 
shells, -with ammunition complete, for the 5,^ inch howitzers in those 
brigades. You will also send 800,000 rounds of musket ammunition, 
200,000 rounds of rifle, and 200,000 of carbine, to the same place, by the 
same conveyance. 

I have written tliese orders in the notion that the depdt which hod been 
formed at Santarem has been removed. If it has not, you will understand 
that tile, ammunition, &e, which I now require is in lieu of that which has 
hitherto been in reserve with the army to the northward, and which I 
apprehend cannot be brought back to tlie Tagus. If the depOt should still 
be at Santarem, you will understand that it need not be replenished, 
excepting to complete the quantities above ordered. 

P. S. 100 horses arrived from England some days ago for the waggon 
train ; and there arc, I believe, about 200 horses at Lisbon of those sent 
out for the artillery about a month ago. I beg you will have all these 
horses examined, and that you will give orders that as many of them as 
are fit for artillery service, and in condition to take tlie field, may bo sent 
in chai'ge of proper officers, and by easy marches, to Santarem. You will 
give die Commissary notice of the march of the horses, that ho may pro- 
vide for them. 

To C. Dalrymple, Pep. Commissary General. Pombnl, 6tU June, 1800. 

I was much concerned to learn, in conversation with Col. Framingham 
this morning, that the horses of the artillery are nearly destroyed, and 
that they will be unable to draw die artillery farther than the Tagus, 
owing to the want and irregularity of the delivery of food to them. As I 
cannot allow this important branch of tho equipments of the army to be 
destroyed, without inquiring how it has occurred, I desire to know ns soon 
as possible, what quantity of forage has been delivered for the use of die 
horses and mules attached to each of the brigades of artillery, and to the 
reserve artillery, on each day since the 5tb May last. 

The complaint of Col. Framingham, however, is not confined solely to 
the want of forage, but to the irregularity and delay, which, he says, pre- 
vails not only in the delivery of forage, but of all descriptions of provi- 
sions to the men under his command. I desire to know in what manner 
this has occurred. Surely where there has been no want cither of pro- 
visions or forage, a very little arrangement in the Commissariat would 
insure their early delivery to the troops. The officers of the Commissariat 
will be responsible in an eminent degree if, owing to their want of capa- 
city and management, 1 should lose the use of the British artillery. 

I desire that most effectual measures may be taken to supply Ujc horses 

the artillery with forage hereafter. You will sec in tlie Q. 0. some 
. djVectiona respecting the time of tho day at which provisions and forage 
'•OTe'to'be issued to the troops. 
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To the Ht. Hon. J. Villiers. ' Pombal, Sth Jimo, 1800. 

I have received your letter of the 2d. If the question respecting the 
rank which the oflScers of the British army are to hold among themselves 
is referred to me, I must decide it as I told you I would. If government 
should decide upon it, I shall act cordially upon their orders. I do not 
see how any military officer could determine upon the question which 
Trant referred to me. If our officers are to decide these questions upon 
British principles, they are British, and not Portuguese officers. 

I have hut one opinion respecting the expenses of the Portuguese army ; 
every thing ought to bo managed by them (that is to say, Beresford and 
their officers) in the best way for them. We ought to ascertain how 
much of the expense they could hear, and we ought to pay the remainder. 
My opinion is, that the militia, excepting those for whom there are arms, 
ought to be sent to their homes, the ordenanza to be dismissed, and the 
regulars kept in garrisons or cantonments, till they are clothed, armed, 
and disciplined : to take them into the field now, only removes the period 
at which they may he really useful ; and we should take advantage of this 
period of peace for Portugal, to discipline the troops as they ought to be. 

I shall he at Ahrantes the day after to-morrow. If the French stay 
where they are, I must move as soon as possible to co-operate in dislodg- 
ing them, hut I doubt that I shall be able to quit the Tagus till the middle 
of the month. 

I certainly recommended the ofilcers you mentioned to Col. Gordon 
and Lord Castlereagh, by desire of Mrs. Villiers, and was informed they 

should be appointed, excepting Capt. , for the reason I stated. I shall 

write, however, to Col. Gordon respecting them. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Tbomar, 7tli June, 1809. 

I have not yet been able to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 2d inst., having been constantly moving. By a note of die 24th May, 
from Sir J. Cradock, I find that he had prevailed upon Adm. Purvis to 
give him 1500 tons of the transports at Cadiz to bring one of the regiments 
from Gibraltar to Portugal, which will be so many taken away from the 
sheep concern ; but I do not think that signifies much. 

I informed you, in my official letter of this morning, of the detention of 
the Pori Mahon and her convoy at Aveiro. I am seriously apprehensive 
that they will not be able to get out till after the next rainy season. If 
they should, however, I have begged Capt. Chambers to go to the mouth 
of the Mondego with his whole fleet, my wish being to form there a depOt 
afloat, in schooners, of 10 days’ provisions, and oats for the whole army, 
as the victuallers with him do not now contain that quantity. I have 
asked him to give from the transports as much bread and oats as the Com- 
missary may require. As soon as he shall have delivered tliese provisions, 
and shall have received on board the transports a few stores which we did 
not want, and which go down by water to Figueira from Coimbra, and 
some men of the 3d hussars, with their appointments, whom I wish to 
send by sea to Lisbon, I have requested Capt. Chambers to return to 
Lisbon. His probable detention, however, at Aveiro deranges these pro- 
jects, and I must be satisfied with my depdt there, instead of at Fieu^l^ 

VOL. III. 
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and I must find some otlier mode of sending down to Lisbon the spare 
stores, and the hussars and their appointments. 

I have arranged to have every thing 1 want for tlio equipment of the 
army brought up the Tagus to Abrantcs; and I am obliged to you for the 
offer of Capt. Shepherd’s assistance. Our Commissariat is very had in- 
deed; but it is new, and will improve, I hope. You will have seen that 
Ney is in the Asturias. It is most desirable, however, to adopt every 
practicable mode of strengthening Vigo. 

I doubt whether Sir W. Scott’s opinion respecting the Danish ships in 
Lisbon would apply to the case of the Danish ships in Oporto. When we 
took Lisbon from the French, that city, and indeed the whole Kingdom 
of Portugal, had, in a manner, been ceded to them by the Prince Regent ; 
at all events, they had established their government in it. We acted as 
principals in the expedition against Lisbon, which was considered as a 
port in the enemy’s possession ; and His Majesty ordered that every thing 
belonging to the French, and to the Russians, found there, should be con- 
sidered os prize. But at Oporto they had had only a momentary pos- 
session ; they had nothing else but that town, and the different points in 
the country occupied by their troops; and wo acted only as auxiliaries to 
tlie Portuguese government. The state of all the parties, you will observe, 
was very different, and I should doubt whether, under these circumstances, 
Sir W. Scott’s former opinion could be considered as applying. 

To Vies Adm. tlie Hon. G. Barkaley. Tliomar, 7(h .Tnno, 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose you the copy of a dispatch, which I received 
in die night from the Sec. of State. It is my opinion, that transports for 
3000 horses may, with safety, bo sent to England as soon ns you think 
proper to dispatch them. 

As government have called for so large a proportion of cavalry ships, 

I conclude that you will think it proper to order some, or all of Uiat 
description ordered to Oporto, to receive the prisoners of war to go to 
England directly, either with the prisoners on hoard, or widiout the pri- 
soners, if they should not have been embarked. I shall write to Col. 
Trent upon this -subject; and desire him to attend to any insti'iictions ho 
may receive from you thereupon. It is necessary to have at Oporto 4000 
tons of shipping, to carry home the prisoners of war ; this is the number 
for which I asked in my letter of the 15th May ; viz., transports for 2000 
men, at 2 tons each man, on account of the number of sick and wounded 
there was among them. 

In answer to a paragraph of your private letter of the 2d, and to your 
ofScial letters of the 5th, upon this subject, which I received yesterday, I 
have to inform you, that the Pori Mahon and her convoy are shut u]) in 
Aveiro. The late galea from the westward have increased the bar of that 
harbour to such an extent, that there is not upon it at present, I under- 
stand, more than 1 feet water ; and I apprehend that some time will elapse 
before the bar will be again cleared. The ships under the convoy of the 
Port Mahon cannot therefore be reckoned as applicable eitlior to the re- 
moval of the French prisoners from Oporto, or to the dispatch to TSnghind, 
in consequence of the orders of the Sec. of State of the 22d May, of 
which I enclose you the copies. 
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To Lieut, Col. Trent, Oporto. Tliomar, 7th June^ 1809. 

I think it probable that the Admiral will immediately require all the 
cavalry ships which he has lately sent to Oporto, to receive the prisoners 
of war to send to England witliout loss of time, in the shape of cavalry 
ships. You will, therefore, immediately discontinue your alteration of 
those ships, if you should have continued them after the receipt of Col. 
Murray’s letter upon this subject. I have requested the Admiral to send 
you directions either to embark the prisoners in the cavalry ships, or not, 
as he may think proper, supposing that he should wish to send to England 
immediately the cavalry ships destined to convey the prisoners. You will 
therefore have the prisoners in readiness to embark in store ships at a 
moment’s notice, if the Admiral should desire it ; and, at all events, the 
ships in readiness to sail. 

You will understand, however, that the prisoners must not be unreason- 
ably crowded in these ships, and you will report to me what number will 
remain at Oporto, after you shall have sent those whom the Admiral may 
require you to send in the cavalry ships. 

To Gen. Sir D, Dundos, E.B., Commander in Chief. Thomar, 7th June, 1809. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of the 
13th May, relative to the appointment of officers in His Majesty’s service, 
to serve with the Portuguese troops, under the command of Gen. Beresford. 

It appears to he His Majesty’s intention that the number of officers 
who should receive one step of British promotion, upon being permitted 
to serve with the Portuguese troops, should not exceed 24 ; and that 30 
officers who were to be sent from England to serve with the Portuguese 
troops, and all who should be appointed from the army in PortugM for 
the same duties, should continue to hold in the Bi'itish army the commis- 
sions which they had hitherto held j and to be allowed to serve with the 
Portuguese troops, with one step of advanced Portuguese rank, and the 
pay of the Portuguese commission in which they should serve with the 
Portuguese army. 

The King’s commands, as thus conveyed, differ, I believe, from what 
were understood to be the intentions of His Majesty’s government by the ■ 
late Commander of the Forces in Portugal, and from his practice, and 
from that which I have followed since the command has devolved upon 
me. He understood that the officers who should be allowed to serve with 
the Portuguese troops from the regiments of the army in tliis country, 
were to stand in the same situation, and were to accept their appointments 
in the Portuguese service upon the same conditions with the officers first 
appointed in England to serve with the Portuguese troops ; and he, and I, 
since the command has devolved upon me, have allowed officers, of whose 
names I lately transmitted you lists, to serve with the Portuguese troops 
on those conditions. As but few officers have applied to serve with the 
Portuguese troops, even with the advantage of receiving one step of 
British promotion, I should have doubted whether any would be wUling 
to serve in this manner, upon the advantage now held out to them, of 
receiving one step of Portuguese rank, which can be but local and tem- 
porary, together with the pay of the Portuguese rank in which they should 
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be employed, if yoa had not transmitted mo a list of the names of 30 
ofScers who are willing to be so employed, upon the terms held out to them. 

Upon tills list, however, I beg to observe that it contains the names of 
some officers now in Portugal, who will refuse to serve with the Portu- 
guese troops on the terms proposed. One of them, indeed, Capt. Fordyce, 
of the 81st, who is Brigade Major to Major Gen. Hill, and who has boon 
recommended as an officer to serve with the Portuguese troops upon the 
more advantageous terms, which it was imagined here that it was intended 
we should hold out, has desired that he may not be employed with the 
Portuguese troops ; and that ho may not be considered as having expressed 
a wish to be so employed, unless he should receive one step of promotion 
in the British army ; and that this promotion should be notified to the 
ai’my in this country. I am convinced that no officers in this country 
will offer their services upon the terms which I now understand are to be 
held out to them. 

There is one branch of these terms to which I wish to draw your parti- 
cular attention and early decision. It is that part which gives to British 
officers one step of Portuguese rank above that which they hold in His 
Majesty’s service. The Portuguese government claim a right which I 
believe cannot bo refused to any independent state, of granting commis- 
sions in their army; and that the officers holding these commissions should 
rank, according to seniority of dates, with die officers holding commissions 
of the same denomination and rank in the service of other powers. Under 
the terms proposed to be hold out to the officers of the British army in 
Portugal, to induce them to serve with the Portuguese troops, they are to 
receive one step of Portuguese rank above that which they hold in the 
British army ; and as, under their Portuguese commission, they are to 
rank with British officers holding His Majesty’s commission of the same 
denomination and rank, according to die seniority of dates, the result of 
this offer will be to give to all who accept of it local and temporary rank 
over the heads of their seniors employed on the same foreign service. 
This effect would not be felt if the British and Portuguese troops were 
not likely to serve together ; but as they do and must servo together, it 
will be felt daily, and will give occasion to dissatisfaction and constant 
complaints. I have to mention upon this part of the subject, that this 
dissatisfaction has already existed ; and I have been called upon to decide 
upon a complaint made in consequence. 

The practice has been hitherto to give an officer, who had already been 
promoted, one step of British rank, to induce him to serve with the Por- 
tuguese army, and another step of Portuguese rank when he entered that 
service ; thus making those promoted to bo British Majors, Portuguese 
Lieut. Colonels, and giving &em temporaiy and local rank over all the 
Majors of the British army. 

In consequence of this dissatisfaction and complaint, I have already hail 
some discussion with the British Ambassador and Marshal Beresford upon 
the subject; and I proposed either that British officers, appointed to serve 
with the Portuguese army, should have Portuguese commissions only of 
the same rank with those which they held from His Majesty ; or that if 
they should hold superior Portuguese commissions, in a view to give them 
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more extended command over the Portuguese troops, they should rank 
with British officers when they should meet them on service, only by the 
dates of their commissions in His Majesty’s service. As, however. His 
Majesty’s commands, as conveyed in your letter of the 13th May, recog- 
nise the principle of a British officer holding advanced Portuguese rank, 
and consequently a local temporary superior commission to those held by 
his seniors in the British service, I think it proper to delay giving any 
decision upon these complaints, and to refer the following points for your 
consideration and that of His Majesty’s servants : 

1st. Are officers in the Portuguese service to rank widi offieers in His 
Majesty’s service, according to the dates of their several commissions? 

2dly. If they are, is it intended that officers of the British army, who 
have been or shall be appointed to serve witli the Portuguese troops, shall 
serve with a Portuguese commission of the same rank with that which 
tlmy hold in the King’s seiwice, or with a Portuguese commission of a 
superior rank ? 

3dly. If with a Portuguese commission of a superior rank, in what 
manner is the relative rank of these officers to he settled with the rank of 
officers senior to them in the British service, although junior in reference 
to their Portuguese commissions ? 

4thly. If officers belonging to the British army in Portugal are not to 
serve with the Portuguese troops with advanced Portuguese commissions, 
what other encouragement is to he held out to them to induce them to 
accept of this employment ? 

To die Rt. Hon. J. Villien. Tliomar, 7lh June, IROD. 

I send you a letter for Lord Castlereagh, containing one which I have 
received from Sir D. Dundas, which will surprise you not a little, and 
the copy of my answer to Sir David. Pray forward this letter, end every 
tiling going up from the army hy this occasion, hy the first opportunity. 
If the French are off, which I hear they are, I shall go down to see Lord 
Wellesley. 

To die Rt. Hon. tlio Secretary at Woi. Tliotnar, 7th June, 1809. 

I had the honor of receiving your letter of the 4th May this morning, 
and I heg to inform you, that it has been the practice hitherto in this army 
to make the soldiers pay lOd. per diem, when in hospital, leaving to them 
a residue of 2d. 'per diem, and to other ranks a proportionate sum. I have 
ordered that, from the 25th inst. inclusive, the hospital stoppage shall he 
for all ranks 9d., leaving for each rank the daily net sum stated in the 
enclosure No. I. of your letter. I shall he obliged to you if you will let 
me know whether it is your intention that the directions contained in 
your letter of the 4th May should have a retrospect ; and if so, from what 
period. The soldiers in Portugal receive a full ration from the Commis- 
sariat, and of course are liable to a daily deduction from their pay each of 6rf. 

To Vise. Gastleroagb. Thomar, 7th June, 1800. 

I did not receive your dispatch of the 22d May, relative to the trans- 
ports for the conveyance of 3000 horses, till this morning, altliough I 
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heard on the 4th that Lieut. Col. Roche was off Oporto on the 2d, charged 
with dispatches for me, that officer having thought it proper to take the 
dispatches to Lisbon, I have now the honor to inform your Lordship 
that I wrote this morning to Adm. Berkeley, to apprise him of ray opinion, 
that horse transports for the conveyance of 3000 horses might he sent to 
England immediately, without any inconvenience, and to request that he 
would dispatch them os soon as posslhle. 

To Vise. Cti8tlcrpag;h. Thoiuiirj 7Ui JuiiOj 1809* 

I have the honor to acknowledge tlie receipt of your Lordship’s dispatcli 
of the 13th May, relative to the appointment of British officers to serve 
with the Portuguese troops. I have likewise tliis day received one of the 
same date from the Commander in Chief, of which I enclose to your 
Lordship a copy, together witli a copy of my answer to that dispatch j and 
I heg your Lordship’s early consideration of, and decision on, tlie several 
points discussed in that dispatch. 

To Morslial Beresford. Thoraor, 7t]i June, 1809. 

You will he very much surprised at reading the enclosed from Sir D. 
Dundas, after seeing that which I before sent you from the Sec. of State ; 
although, by the bye, upon a more attentive perusal of tho letter, I think, 
that though inaccurately expressed, it does not differ from the former. 
I have sent Sir David the answer of which I enclose you tho draft, and a 
copy of liis letter and of my answer to Lord Castloreagh, I dine with 
Miranda to-day, and shall ho at Ahrantes to-morrow. 

To Vise. Cnatlerengh. Thnmat, 7th JuDR, 1809. 

Since I wrote last, Marshal Victor has broken up from tho neighbour- 
hood of Caoeresj has removed his head quarters to Truxillo; and has, I 
understand, passed a division of his army over the Tagus, by tho bridge 
of Almaraz. It is probable that the whole are about to retreat. A part 
of tho army of Gen. Cuesta was, by the last accounts of the 3d inst., on 
the Guadiana, near Medellin, and one division near Merida. The whole 
we, I understand, advancing towards that river. A part of the troops 
under my command have arrived upon the Tagus, at Ahrantes, and the 
remaining 4 brigades are following them. 

To Lieut. Col. Boutlse, A. Q. H. G. Abrantes, 8th June, 1809. 

I write just to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 4th and 
6th ; that of tho 6th, last night, at Thomar ; that of die 4th, this morning, 
at the same place, as it had passed me on the rood as I was coming from 
Coimbra. I shall forthwith take into consideration the different plans of 
operation proposed; and you may assure Gen. Cuosta that I shall co- 
operate in one or other of die modes suggested. I shall enter further 
into detail to-morrow, when I shall have had further time to consider of 
the subject. 

I beg you to tell Gen. Cuesta that I have never received tho plan of 
operations which he proposed for my consideration through Col. Alava. 
The troops have not yet ai-rived from the northward ; and when they shall 
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reach the Tagus, which will not be till the 11th or 12th, they will require 
a day or two’s rest, before I can put them in motion again for a fresh 
operation. But this time will not be thrown away, as it may he very 
usefully employed in collecting supplies at Badajoz. Besides, I hope that 
by that time my reinforcements will have arrived from England ; and it 
is not impossible but that I may be relieved from the restriction in my 
operations, which would prevent me from going to any distance in Spain. 
I heg also that you will inform Geii. Gueata, that I have heard and believe 
that Marshal Ney, joined by Kellermann with 8000 or 9000 men, has 
invaded the Asturias. 

I did not understand that the Marques de la Romana’s troops had aqy 
action with the enemy ; indeed 1 do not believe they were in the Asturias ; 
but the Marques himself was at Gijon, from whence he embarked with 
his money, arms, ammunition, &c., and all the Spanish and English officers 
and the Governor; and he was going round to Vigo. In the mean time, 
if the French have obtained a footing in the Asturias, they have lost that 


G. O. Abrantea. 8th June, 1808. 

1. The regimenti will make a requisition upon the Commissaiy at Ahraiites for a sufficient 
number of pairs of shoes to complete them to two good pairs each man : the period of the 
delivery of those shoes will be notified in 6. O. ; tliey will be paid at tlie rate of 6s. fid. 
per pair. The regiments not already completed with bill hooks, canteens, haversacks, and 
camp kettles, according to the G. 0. of the 31st ult., will make a requisition upon the 
Q. M. G., at Abrontes, for tlie same s the period of the delivery of those articles will like- 
wise be notified in G. _0. 

2. Various complaints having been made to the Commander of the Forces, of the inegu- 
larity of the delivery of articles from the commissariat, the following rules are to be ob- 
served upon that subject in future : 

3. 'When articles are delivered to troops from a general store, the Commissary Gen. 
must, if possible, have two or more stores for the delivery of each article, vis. forage, com, 
wood, meat, bread, and wine. 

4. He must signify to the Assist. Commissaries of brigades and regiments^ at which 
store, and where situated, troops in the brigade or regiment will receive their supplies, and 
in wW order by brigades, and at what hour, tlie supplies will be delivered to the troops of 

' each brigade or regiment at each store. 

5. In general, however, it is better the troops of each brigade or regiment should receive 
their supplies at the brigade or regimental store. 

fi. 'When the army will halq a commenoement must be made to make the deliveries at 
the commissaries' stores at daylight, and the delivery must be continued without interrup- 
tion, till the whole of the troops to receive thrir supplies at such store shall have received 
them. Tlie soldiers of each brigade or regiment wiU attend to receive the supplies at tlie 
hour ^pointed for them precisely, and not before. 

7. 'The meat for the troops must invariably be delivered to them from a brigade or regi- 
mental store, and should be killed on the preceding night, or at daylight in the morning, 
when the army holts. When it marches, the order of the 5th of May comes in force, and 
the meat should he killed, delivered, and cooked, os soon as possible after the orders for 
marching are given out. 

8. When the army marches, the Commissary Gen. should notify es soon as possible to 
the Assist. Commissaries of brigades and regiments of cavalry, where the store of eacli 
article of supply for the troops will be made to each brigade or regiment. The deliveries on 
marching days must commence as soon as passible after the troops reach their ground. 

9. It is obvious, however, that on marching days it is still more importaut than it is on 
halting days, that the delivery sliuuld be made fVom a brigade or regimental, rather than a 
general store. 

10. The Assist. Commissaries witli regiments of cavalry and brigades must not bo 
changed, unless the change is notified in G. O. 

11. The Assist. Commissaries with brigades and regiments of cavalry must take care tu 
obtain copies of all G. O. from the brigade majors or adjutants respectively. The Com- 
missary Gen. is responsible that all otlier officers of the department, not attached to brigades 
or regiments of cavalry, have copies of the G. O. 
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which they had in Galicia, os I understand tlie Spanish troops were in 
possession of Lugo. 

In proportion as the French spread themselves, they certainly do mis- 
chief in the country, which is always to be regretted, but they at the 
same time weaken themselves. I do not consider that the operations of 
Marshal Ney can have any effect upon the conduct of Victor, excepting 
probably to induce him to delay any measures he might have in contoni- 
plation, till Ney should roinfoi’ce him. This was the plan orderotl by the 
Gallo-Spanish government to Victor, in nn intercepted dispatch; but it is 
very obvious that Ney, Soult, and Kellermann will have more work upon 
then.* hands than they will be able to manage in the Asturias and Galicia: 
and if they should venture to detach, they will lose both those kingdoms ; 
or if they do detach one or even two of these corps to the assistance of 
Victor, Gen. Cuesta and I shall still be strong enough for them. 

To Major Gen. Cotton. AbrontcB, 8th June, ISttg. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Mr. , a staff surgeon 

with this army, who had been sent to England during Sir J. Cradoek’s 
command, I conclude, not for his good behaviour, and who was lately sent 
out again. I have ordered him home again with the French prisoners, 
and 7io< to return. In consequence of this, he thinks it proper to attack 
the characters of all his superiors. 

1 hod not an opportunity when I was at Coimbra of visiting tho hos- 
pitals there, although I did visit that at Oporto, and found it in excellent 
order. I shall he very much obliged to you if you will visit those at 
Coimbra, which are placed at the San Benito, Boa Ventura, and Trinidada 
convents, and let me know in what state you find them. I think it not 
improbable that there may he a want of beds, as, notwithstanding all those 
were given in which tho regimental surgeons had with them, and many 
from the town, there were not so many from the latter as there might 
have been. 

To llip Rt. Hoa. J. Villicrs, Abronfps, fitli .Tunc, 1800. 

It is impossible to guess what the French are doing, our accounts are 
so very contradictory. However, I shall certainly move eastward as soon 
as I can. In die mean time, it is most desirable that I shonld see Lord 
Wellesley, if he shall arrive before the troops shall be ready to march. 
He comes in the Donegal, Capt. Malcolm ; and if you will send me off a 
messenger the moment that the ship appears in the offing, I will go down 
to Lisbon, by the Tagus, as soon as I shall receive your letter, and I shall 
he back again in a very short time. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Abmntoe, 9th Juno, 1809. 

Iliave just now received your letter of tho Ith; mid I conclude that 
about this tune you will have received mine of tho 1th, respecting tlie 
horse transports. I see no occasion for retaining tho gun boats in the 
nyev at pi^sent; and I conceive that one armed transport at Villa Nova 
will be sufficient to keep the country boats in that part of the river under 
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To Lieut. Col. Bourke, A. Q. M. 6. Abrantes, 0th June, 1809. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday I have fully considered the different 
plans suggested in your letters to the Q. M. G. of the Ath and 6th, upon 
which I am now about to give you my opinion. It appears to me that it 
will be very difficult, if not impossible, to cut off the enemy’s retreat by 
any movement upon either of his flanks, mad^hy detachments from either 
of the armies. In the event of the junction, as proposed, we must expect 
that Marshal Victor will fall hack and cross the Tagus at Almaraz and 
Alconeta, and probably some of his infantry at Arzobispo. 

Adverting to the difficulties of approaching the Tagus at all, and those 
of the passage after the Tagus should have been reached by the combined 
armies, I tliink it nearly certain that the Marshal would be able to defend 
the passage with a part only of his force, while with another part he would 
heat one or hotli the detachments which would have been sent round his 
flanks. Indeed, that detachment which, according to the proposed 
arrangement, should have been sent from La Serena to Talavera, being 
between the corps of Victor and Sebastian!, could hardly escape. At all 
events, these detachments on the two flanks appear to me to he too weak 
to produce any great effect upon the movements of Victor. That which 
would oblige him to retire would be the collection of force in his front ; 
and he would be under no embarrassments respecting his rear from the 
efforts of these detachments. This objection would appear more forcible 
by entering into a calculation of the marches of these detachments, com- 
pared with those of the British army from hence, 

I conclude that Gen. Cuosta would not wish to detach either of hie 
divisions, till the British ai'my should be well advanced towards the fron- 
tier j and if this should be the case, it will be found that we should be at 
Merida, the enemy possessing a knowledge of our position, before the 
division detached to the left woul^' be at Alcantara, or that detached to 
the right would have made two marches through the mountains. The 
enemy would thus have his retreat open, annoyed only by whatever pres- 
sure we might make on his rear guard. According to this reasoning, it 
would appear that we should effect nothing by the junction, excepting to 
oblige the enemy to retire across the Tagus, with a certain degree of risk 
to two Spanish divisions. But it will also be attended with some incon- 
venience to ourselves. 

I shall now suppose that we should be able to cross the Tagus, and that 
the enemy would not attempt to defend the passage of that river, having 
the knowledge that the great body of our force was collected on the south 
side of the river; the inconvenience which I apprehend in that case is the 
want of provisions and forage in Estremadura, between the Tagus and 
Guadiana. The enemy has been in that country above 2 months, and we 
understand has suffered some distress latterly ; and we know that where 
they suffer distress, we are not likely to find any quantity of provisions 
and forage on our march through tlie country, 

A magazine formed at Badajoz would be little able to supply the troops 
on the rapid march which they would have to make across from the Gua- 
diana to the Tagus. I have no objection to incur the risk of this incon- 
venience, if it is to answer any good purpose ; but as the consequence of 
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this junction will be only to oblige the enemy to retreat across the Tagus, 
it will be better, in my opinion, to produce this effect by another mode 
equally certain of producing it, with this additional advantage, that no 
risk will attend it j that the enemy, after having crossed the Tagus, cannot 
stand to defend the passage of that river, and that there is no rciison to 
believe that any of the troops will suffer from the want of provisions. 

In regard to the plan proposed, that dm British army should cross the 
Tagus at Alcantara, and co-operate from thence in an attack upon Victor, 
it appears to me to be equally inefficient with the other, with this addition 
to it, that as there is no road along the south bank of the Tagus, according 
to your answers to my queries, tlie two armies would be separated, and 
therefore each comparatively weak ; while my appearance at Alcantara 
would not affect the enemy’s line of retreat, as I must go down as far as 
Caceres before I could turn towards the Tagus again. 

Of the 3 propositions made to me, I decidedly prefer that which takes 
die British army to Plasencia. By this movement, if it should be con- 
cealed from the enemy for a sufficient length of time, we must cut off his 
retreat by the bridge of Almaraz, and possibly by Arzobispo and Talavera. 

If it should not be concealed, at all events the enemy cannot protend to 
defend die Tagus. It is unattended by risk, .as both armies arc, I con- 
ceive, sufficiently strong to defend themselves separately against any attack 
which Victor might make upon them; and the probability of want is 
lessened for both armies, as we shall be in a country which has hitherto 
been untouched ; and the Spanish army, having only themselves to supply 
in Estremadura, will incur less risk of want than if wo also wore to bo 
supplied from the same resources. 

Another plan has occurred to mo by which wo should turn the enemy’s 
left flank, and that is, to reinforce Vanegas’s corps from the right of 
Gen. Cuesta to such an extent as to enable him to bent Sebastiani, and 
then to bring Vanegas’s army upon the Tagus about Talavera; or if that 
cannot be done, for Gen. Cuesta to move himself, with his whole army, by 
La Serena, and through the mountains to Talavera, leaving me to occupy, 
with the British army, the ground in the enemy’s front. 

I suggest these last plans only because an operation upon the enemy’s 
left appears to be preferred to an operation upon his right and roar at the 
Spanish head quarters ; but I conceive there are the following objections 
to both plans : to the first, that the detachment could not be made to 
Vanegas, till I should be so near as to give the enemy a knowledge of my 
position ; and to the second, there is tlio same objection, that Gen. Cuesta 
could not move till I should be ready to occupy his ground ; and that he 
would in fact place himself, when wealc in artillery, between the two 
French armies. But I acknowledge that I have this further objection to 
all attempts upon the enemy’s left, viz., that they do not afford a chance 
of cutting off his retreat, as those upon the right do ; as, supposing they 
should be successful and the Spanish army in possession of Talavera, tliore 
will he nothing to prevent the retreat of the French aimiy from the bridge 
of Almaraz, by Plasencia and the Puerto de Banos. 

I am much concerned that it is not in my power, with the instructions 
under which I act, to enter into any great system of co-operation with the 
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Spanish armies, I can never admit, however, that (although, from cir- 
cumstances, it is not in my power to do all I could wish) a great and 
important object will not have been attained by the removal of Marshal 
Victor from the imposing position which he occupies, menacing the seat 
of government of Portugal, as well as of Spain, even though he should be 
able to retire with all his artillery and stores. This, however, I consider 
to be quite impracticable, unless he has already commenced to send a part 
of them to the rear, which you appear to think he has not. 

I request to hear from you as soon as you shall have obtained the 
opinion of Gen. Cuesta upon the different points contained in this letter. 
The first movements will be to be made by me, whatever plan may be 
adopted; and you may assure the General that I shall not lose a moment, 
and shall move as soon as I shall have given my troops a few days* rest, 
and shall have supplied them with shoes and other articles wliich they 
require, after tire marches which they have lately made. 

P.S. I request you to get for me all the information you can of the 
roads in the country north of the Tagus, and of die course of the Tietar, 
the passages of that river, &c. 

To the Rt, Hon, J. H. Frere. Abrantes, 9th June, 1809. 

When I was enabled, by the flight of Soult from Portugal, to retmui 
to die southward, I sent Lieut. Col. Bourke to the head quarters of Gen. 
Cuesta, to converse with him on the different plans of operations which 
we might adopt ; and I gave him coi-tain queries, of which you will find 
copies enclosed, the answers to which would give the information I re- 
quired to make up my own mind on the points under consideration. 

I enclose to you copies of the letters which I have received from Col , 
Bourke, and of my answer of this day, in which you will see the line of 
operations I prefer. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will apply to the Junta for 
order's to the magistrates about Plosencio, or, indeed, in all parts of Spain 
to which I may go, to assist me, as far as may be possible, with supplies 
of provisions and forage ; and with carriages and mules which I may re- 
quire for the movement of the array. 

I understand that when Sir J. Moore was in Spain last year, the Com- 
missaries of his army received the supplies of provisions and forage which 
they required for the British troops from the Officers of the Hacienda ; 
and probably some arrangement of the same kind would facilitate the 
supply of the British troops in this campaign. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. YiUiers. Abrantes, 9th June, 1809. 

It is necessary that some arrangements should be made respecting the 
carriage of our letters by the post, as nothing can be more irregular than 
the communication is at present. My wish was to have a daily commu- 
nication by post between Lisbon and the army, when it was engaged in 
operations to the northward, by Thomar, and one from Abrantes to Thomar, 
by which arrangement we should have been able to communicate with 
you and with Gen. Mackenzie every day. I don’t believe the post has 
ever gone oftener than 3 times n week, and no arrangement was made for 
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the line to Abrahtes. Mackenzie was 13 days before he received a letter 
wi’itten by me on the 13tb May; and very lately letters dispatched from 
Coimbra did not arrive for 6 days, and had been round to Lisbon. I 
imagine that by far the best mode of proceeding in future would be : 

1st. To have a daily post between the army and Lisbon. 

2dly. To have a daily communication from Abrantcs, by Thomar and 
Coimbra, to Oporto. 

3dly. That we should either pay for our letters, as other people do, or 
that we should make up a packet at head quarters daily, which should be 
forwarded by either or both those lines, and pay a certain sum for the 
conveyance of each of those packets. In short, let us adopt any mode to 
insure a speedy and safe communication. 

To Don Gregorio Cucstai Abrantos, 10th June^ 1809* 

I received last night, from Col. Alava, your letter of the 27th May ; 
and I am happy to find, from a perusal of it, that the plan of operations 
for the British troops, which Col. Bourke will have informed you that I 
preferred in consequence of the 'directions which I gave him in a letter of 
yesterday’s date, is that which you at that time recommended, with the 
exception that I shall not send a detachment of British troops to Alcantara. 
This post wilt, however, he occupied by a dclachmont of Portuguese troops, 
who will make the demonstrations upon the enemy’s flank which you are 
desirous should be made by a detachment placed at Alcantara. 

I should with great pleasure comply with your desire, and place at 
Alcantara a British detachment, if it were not desirable, on many accounts, 
to keep the British army as much concentrated and collected as possible. 
Indeed, it is only by keeping them in a collected state that we can hope to 
derive from them that service which they are capable of rendering. 

I beg leave to congratulate your Excellency upon tlie success of Gen. 
Blake in Aragon, and upon that of the Austrian armies in Italy. 

G. O. AbrniitcH. lOlh June, isns. 

1. The baggage of the army ia immediately to he diaemharked from the Iraiis|iarl8 in the 
Tagm, and to be placed in ateres at Liaben ; each regiment will, ns soon iia jHisaihlc, send 
to Lisben on oflicer, or n careful non-commiasiiined officer, to aupcriiitciid tlie removal of 
the baggage belonging to the regiment, to the slorehouae allotted to receive it; tlieae 
officers and non-cammissioned officers will report themselves, on their arrival at Lisbon, to 
the A. Q. M. G. stationed there, and will receive his directions respecting tlie storehouse to 
be allotted for the baggage of the regiment, the means of lemoving it from the transports to 
the storehouse, and those for arranging it there. 

2. Aflec tile baggage shall have been placed in the storcliouscs nt Lisbon, it must be in 
charge of one iion-commissioned officer or steady private soldirr of each regiment, who is 
to be left (Iiei'e, and all tlie other officers nod iwn-commissioiied officers sent to Lisbon 
respecting baggage must return to join tlie army. 

Memafautliim, Should any regiment Iiave oflicors or non-commissioned officers at Lisbon, 
wlio can perform the duty relative to rcgimonlal baggage, ufliuers connnunding regiments 
will send instructions to them, agroealile to the G. O., from hence, uiid there will be no 
occasion for regiments to detach persons for tlie above duty. 

As the oislenis in the town of Ahrantes are all sealed and closed up, with a view to llio 
l>rcservtttion of the water whioli tliey contain, for fho pmpose of tlie fortification which is 
to be erected here, the soldiers must not touch them ; several of tlio cisterns having hoeu 
already broken oiien by tin- soldiers, notwilhsluiiding that tliey were sealed and locked inj. 
Tlie officers commanding regiments are requested to visit the quarters (icciipied by their 
corps, to see tlint all the eislcrns are again locked up ami sealed, and a soiitiy must ba 
placed over each. 

The troops must bring from the river tlio water which they require. 
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To Vice Adm. tiie Hon. G. Berkeley. Abrantes, 10th June, 1809, 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 8th inst. I agree 
entirely in opinion with you that it is expedient that the baggage of the 
army should, be landed, and placed in storehouses at Lisbon ; and I have 
given directions to the Q. M. G. to have a proper store hired for that purpose, 
and orders to the army to send proper persons down to Lisbon to remove 
the baggage from the transports, and arrange it in the storehouses. 

I shall be obliged to you if you will direct the Agent of transports to 
communicate with the A. Q. M. G. at Lisbon upon this subject, and to land 
the baggage, when the latter shall signify to him that the officers sent to 
Lisbon by the different regiments are prepared to receive it. 

To Col. Peacocke, Lisbon. Abrantes, lOtli June, 1809. 

I request you will desire the commanding officer of the 40th regt. to 
make all the arrangements for taking the field with his regiment at a short 
notice, as I shall move them to join the army as soon as other troops 
ordered to Lisbon shall approach that city. 

The officers commanding companies, the Paymaster, and the Surgeon, 
must provide themselves with mules for the carriage of the camp kettles 
of their companies, of their books, and of the medicine chests respectively; 
and a requisition must he made upon the Commissary for one mule to 
carry the intrenching tools. Requisitions must likewise he made upon 
the Q. M. G.’s department for bill hooks, haversacks, canteens, and camp 
kettles, to complete the battalion; and the officers will apply to the 
Q. M. G. for such number of tents as they may require, according to tlie 
orders recently given out upon that subject. 

I expect the 48th and 61st regts. from Gibraltar, to which corps you 
will give the same orders immediately upon their arrival as I have above 
directed you to give to the 40th regt. ; and the same to the 43d, 52d, and 
9&th regts., and the 23d light dragoons, expected from England. The 
officers of the 5 last mentioned regiments of infantry will probably be in 
want of money to equip themselves for the field ; and you will therefore 
inform the officers commanding them to send to head quarters, as soon as 
possible after they shall land, returns for their bS.t and forage, if they 
should not already have received that allowance this year ; and you will 
convey to the Dep. Paymaster Gen. at Lisbon my desire that he will 
advance to the Paymasters of regiments such sums, on account of tliis 
allowance, as they may find it necessary to demand, and that I shall send 
the warrant for its payment without loss of time. 

You will take care that the corps os they aiTive shall receive copies of 
all the G. O. which have been issued to the army. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Abrantes, 10th June, 1809. 

I enclose a memorandum, which I have drawn in concert with Seres- 
ford, for an arrangement of the Portuguese Commissariat. If you should 
approve of it, I shall write to die Treasury to prevail upon them to alter 
the absurd instruction which I enclose, which they have given to Mr. 
Murray, respecting the Portuguese Commissariat. It would appear from 
this, and from the instruction of the Commissary of Accounts, that they 
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intended that the Portuguese Commissary should settle accounts before 
the Board of Auditors, than which no idea could bo more absurd. 

The reason of the 6th clause is that I have received instructions to issue 
to the Portuguese troops no stores of any description, it being intended 
that all they should receive should bo through you, and hy way of subsidy. 
This cannot he easily effected ; at the same time, that to omit or delay to 
issue the stores might be attended by the most serious inconveniences. I 
was, therefore, desired to get your receipt for all stores which I should 
issue to the Portuguese troops, and, of course, your bill for the value. 

77m A.G. to Brig. Qm, H, Camplell, brigade of Guards. 10th .Tuns, 1809. 

The Commander of the Forces having been pleased to accept the resignation of 
tlie Frovost Marshal of the army, has directed me to acquaint you tlmt he is 
desiraus of conferring this appointment upon such serjeant of tho Guards as yon 
may select, who, in your judgment, will discharge tho duties of the situation with 
activity and zeal. Yon will he pleased to acquaint me, without loss of time, of tho 
name of the non-commissioned officer you can recommend, and you will direct 
him to repair to head quarters, reporting himself on his arrival to me, when he 
will receive further orders. 

To Brig. Gen. Haworth, H.A. Abrontes, lltli June, 1809. 

I enclose a letter that I have received from Lieut. Col. Fisher, which I 
beg you to return to me os soon as you shall have taken a copy of it. 

In respect to tho wheels, I conclude that Col. Hobo will improve the 
arrangement made hy Lieut. Col. Fislier by my orders, hy ordoring up to 
Santarem the carriages as well as tho wlicels of the two 6 pounder brigades. 

I request you to make your own arrangements respecting tho 231 
horses and 26 mules, which I believe will be at Santarem to-morrow, or 
next day, for the service of the Royal artillery j and make them known to 
the Q. M. G., tlmt he may direct them to be carried into execution. In 
order to enable you to do this more effectually, I mention to you that I 
have reason to believe that there will he some difficulty in getting higher 
up the river, hy water, than Valada, which place is 3 leagues below San- 
tarem, and that it may expedite the business if you should determine to 
draw up your gun carriages hy land from Valada. The reserve stores 
might come as for as Santarem hy water. 


G. O. A-brnatos, Tltli Juno. 1600. 

2. ' When the army is in cantonments, the fhllowing rules are to be observed in respoct to 
quarters : the allotment of tlie quarters of any cmisidembie corps of the army is to bo made 
by the officer commanding it, llirough the A. Q. M. G. attached tii the coqis, or, in his 
absence, thraugh any otlicr officer of his stuft'; no iiiflividual is tu take quarters fur liimseltj 
or ctiange them without the authority of tlie olHocr commanding in the onutdnmoiils. Tlie 
stall’ and other iinattiiohed officers are to lie quartered by flio A. Q. M. G. of the corps of 
the army to which they belong, or the oificer acting for him. Regimental officers are to 
take Ibeir quMters in tho street or district allotted to their rcspeclivo corps: bill, when a. 
regiment is placed in any public building, which does not ull'ord acoommodutioii for 
oiUcers, such as are not onlered to remain witli the men will have quarters iil lotted to tlieni. 
All regulations _ respecting quarters in the town or yifiage where tlie lieiul quarters of tlie 
aimy are established, are to bo made by the Commandant at bond quarters. 

3. All men able to marcli, wliclher convalescoiita from the hospiUil at I.isbon, or men 
lotoly ari'lred there from Biiglond, wiio have arms and ncuuulreineiits, will bo ordered |o 
join -th«r regiments. 
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To Lieut. Col. Bourke, A. Q. M. G. Abrantej, 11th June, 1809. 

Since I -wrote to you yesterday, I have received from England authority 
‘to extend my operations in Spain, heyond the provinces immediately 
adjacent to the Portuguese frontier,’ and I beg you to discuss with Gen. 
O’Donoju the operations which it may he expedient that the combined 
armies should carry on after we shall have forced Victor across the Tagus. 
My opinion is generally that the 2 armies ought to keep so near each 
other as to afford to each other mutual support, and to he able to foim a 
junction in case the enemy should receive reinforcements ; hut that in 
other respects we ought to keep separate, for the convenience of subsist- 
ence, &c. ; that I should take the left, and endeavor to place myself between 
Victor and the French corps in Galicia ; that neither of the armies ought 
to go to Madrid, but rather to direct their march upon Segovia; thus 
tlireatening the enemy upon liis right, cutting off his communication with 
the French corps in Galicia, and hurrying him back upon the Ebro. 

I only throw out these general notions for consideration. I am not suf- 
ficiently acquainted with the country to be able positively to decide that 
this plan would he the best : of course, that must depend upon the strength 
and position of the Spanish corps, which may and ought to be brought to 
bear upon the French, os well as upon the positions they may take up, and 
upon the natm-al difficulties which may exist in the country, to impede 
the retreat of the enemy, of which we might take advantage. 

To Don Gregorio Cueata. Abrantea, lltb June, 1809. 

I have the honor to inform you that I have just received a report from 
the officer commanding at Alcantara, dated the 10th, stating that a divi- 
sion of the enemy’s troops, with 1 pieces of cannon, had just mode an 
attack upon his post, and that he had, in consequence, blown up the bridge. 
I am induced to believe, from a report which I have received, that ffie 
messenger who carried the letter from your Excellency to the Command- 
ing officer at Alcantara, in which you advised him not to destroy the 
bridge, fell into the hands of the enemy, and was put to death. The officer 
commanding at Alcantara has not, 1 believe, received your letter ; and, if 
it be true that it fell into the hands of the enemy, it is probable that this 
attack has been made to bring about the destruction of the bridge. 

To Uie St. Hon. J. H. Frere. . Abrantes, 11th June, 1809. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received this moraing from 
England, and the copy of one which I have, in consequence, written to 
Col. Bourke. 

I should now be ready to move into Spain in 2 or 3 days if I had any 
money : but the distress in which we are from want of that necessary 
article will, I fear, render it impossible for me to move till I shall receive 
a supply. I have, however, reason to expect money from Cadiz in exchange 
for Spanish gold, which I sent there in the Surveillante about 6 weeks 
ago, and a supply from England. 


To the Ht. Hon. J. Villiera. Abrantes, 11 th June, 1809. 

I received last night your letter of the 9th. Till I learned by Lord 
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Btirghersli’ 8 letter of the 9th, received thia moroing, that Lord Wellesley 
had deferred his departure from England for a few days, I thought it pro- 
hahle that the Admiral and you would have doternuned not to come up, in 
the expectation that I should go down to you: this arrival being now, 
however, more than over uncertain, I think there is a chance that I shall 
see you on Tuesday or Wednesday. 1 need not toll you how happy your 
arrival will make me. 

I regret to learn that you think of quitting us. I rocolleet your men- 
tioning this intention when I was at Lisbon, which gave me great concern, 
which concern has increased from the experience I have had of the good 
you have already done, and from the expectation which 1 had that you 
would have it in your power to do still more good. I do not know under 
what engagement you undertook your present office, but I urn very certain 
tliat government will find nobody who can execute what is still to be done 
BO well as yourself. 

My dispatches from England announce a reinforcement of '1 battalions, 
besides Craufurd’s corps, for which I believe I may thank you; and I 
have besides authority to extend ray operations beyond the provinces im- 
mediately adjacent to the Portuguese frontier, provided ‘I shall be of 
opinion that my doing so is material to the success of iny operations, and 
not inconsistent with the safety of Portugal.’ So that tho hall is now at 
my foot, and I hope I shall have strength enough to give it a good kick. 
I should begin immediately, but I cannot vontvire to stir without money. 
The army is 2 months in arrears; we are over head and oars in dnht every 
where; and I cannot venture into Spain wiCliout paying what wo owe, at 
least in this neighbourhood, and giving a little money to tho troops. 

You might as well keep the corporal and the dragoons. 

To Majvt Gen, Maokenzie. Abrontes, llt1> June, 1809. 

I am very much obliged to you for all your letters, and that of this 
morning. I am sorry that you feci the general distress for want of 
money ; hut we shall get some in a day or two, and all that comes sliall 
he given to your corps. I have desired tlmt Mr. Downic* may draw ujion 
Mr. Dalrymple for 10,000 dollars, to pay the supplies collecting at Gas- 
tello Branco for the army. 

I beg you will let Mr. Downie know that he is a Commissary, and his 
business at Gastello Branco is to collect supplies ; and that 1 am much 
surprised and highly displeased with him for quitting his station and the 
business on which he was employed, to move forward to Alcantara, where 
a few shots were fired, to see what service he could render there; as if he 
could render any so important as tliat upon which he was employed by 
me. I thought he had seen too much service to have been so inconsiderate. 

• As to yourself, I think yon had better stay where you are. Berosford 
is going to Gastello Branco in a day or two, to organize his Portuguese 
troops, and you had better remain at Sohreira. 

*_Thcn in (he Oommisaaziat clppavtinnit. Anoiwarila Sir J. Downio, Lieut. Giui, iu llio 
zervioe of Spain. He wi\s a very gallmit Rohlior. lie died wliou hoidinu tlie diHliuHuidiod 
command of Captain General of Andalusia, and Alcayde of llio Aleazat at Seville. 
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To Vise. Costlereagh. Abrantes, 11th June, 1809. 

I think it proper to draw your Lordship’s attention to the want of 
money in this army. The troops are nearly 2 months in arrear, and the 
army is in debt in Portugal a sum amounting to not less than £200,000. 
I know of no resource to answer these demands, excepting a sum amount- 
ing to less than 00,000 expected from Cadiz in dollars, in exchange 
for Spanish gold, sent to Cadiz about 6 weeks ago, it not being current 
in Portugal. 

There is no reason to expect any large sum for bills of exchange on 
England, negotiated at Lisbon, Cadiz, or Gibraltar : and I conceive that 
the expenses in this country, including those of the ordnance, the ad- 
vances to the Portuguese government, the pay of the army, and the extra- 
ordinaries, will not fall short of £200,000 per mensem. The whole of 
this sum ought, for some months at least, to be sent in specie from Great 
Britain, otherwise the operations of the army will be cramped for want 
of money- 

Tu Visa. Castlereagh. Abraiites, IKh June, 1809. 

Marshal Beresford has represented to me, in urgent terms, the want of 
officers of superior rank to command the Portuguese troops, on whom he 
can rely, of which I am fully aware ; and he has expressed a desire that I 
should request your Lordship would urge the Commander in Chief to 
send out the officers of whose names I enclose a list, to serve in Portugal, 
in the ranks set opposite to their respective names. This arrangement is 
not likely to supersede any officer now serving with the British army 
serving in Portugal. 

Marshal Beresford has also desired to have the assistance of a certain 
number of medical officers, which appears to me to be equally necessary 
with that of officers to command the troops. He has desired that I would 
recommend Dr. Fergusson, who has served in St. Domingo, as the fittest 
person, from his experience and other qualifications, to be the medical 
superintendent, and that he should have the assistance of 10 or 12 staff 
surgeons. 

I forward a list of arms and military equipments, principally for cavalry, 
which Marshal Beresford is desirous of having for the use of the Portu- 
guese troops. 

40,000 knapsacks, 5000 saddles and bridles, 6000 carbines, 6000 swords, 
4000 pairs, of pistols, 2000 rifles, 5000 saddle bags. 

To Lieut. Col. Vfalsh, Town Major, Lisbon. Abrantes, ISth June, 1809. 

300 horses belonging to the Irish Commissariat will have arrived from 
Cork in the fleet which brought out the 23d dragoons ; and I desire that 
these horses may be landed, as well as the 23d dragoons, and given in 
charge to the officem and men of those troops of the Waggon Train which 
are at Lisbon. Care must be taken that none of these horses, or of those 
of the 23d, are put into the infected stables at Lisbon. 

To Lieut. Col, Seymour, 23d light dragoons. Abrantes, 12th Jnnej 1809. 

I have every reason to hope that this letter will find you at Lisbon, and 

\OL. 111. u 
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probably with a great part of your corps disembarked. I am particularly 
anxious that your horses should join the army in a condition for service, 
and in that view I recommend your attention to the following objects : 

1st, to tlieir shoeing : the greater the number of sets of spare shoes and 
nails the better. 

2dly, you should at an early period accustom the horses to eat hiu’ley, 
or Indian corn and straw. We find that by giving them half barley and 
ball oats, and by Hogroes diminishing the proportion of oats, they soon eat 
the former as well as the latter. The same with hay and straw. I shall 
take care that, when you get your route for mai-ching, you shall not be 
mode to go marches of too great length. Some of the stables at Lisbon 
are infected by glanders ; and, indeed, at all events, it is desirable that 
after the first day or two you should have your horses picketed rather than 
placed in stables. 

To Dam Miguel Foijaz. Abmnlce, 12tli June, 1800. 

I am very much obliged to you for the communication of the arrange- 
ment made for the command of tlie troops at Oporto, which I conceive to 
be a Very good one ; and I shall be very much obliged to the Regency, 
if they will allow Col. Trent to command in that town under the orders 
of Marechal de Campo Baccllar, as long ns there may bo any French 
prisoners, or any English sick and wounded there, or any stores belonging 
to die English army. 

To Liont. Col. Trtuil. Almmlos, 12tli June, 1800. 

1 have received your letters of the 9th inst. I have no doubt whatevor 
of your readiness to take the field in an advanced position, if Gen. 
Beresford or I should order you to do so. But I trust tliat without re- 
ceiving those orders you will not tliiuk of stirring from Oporto. The 
Marechal do Campo Bacellar has been appointed by the Regency to com- 
mand in the district of Oporto j you are to continue to command in the town. 

The directions which you have given to the transports to cross the bar 
are perfectly proper. I wish that you had ordered all, whether having on 
board wounded, or prisoners in health. I wish to have a return of the 
number of guns wo have taken belonging to the enemy. You must allow 
the cotton to go to Lisbon according to the directions, taking an account 
pf it, and a receipt of the person to whom you deliver it. 


To Lieut. Col. Bouike, A. Q. M. 6. Abrantea, 13th Juno, 1800. 

I have just received your letter of the 10th inst. I enclose you intel- 
ligence which I have received from the Junta of Plasoncia, which would 
tend to prove that the enemy are retreating ; and the movement upon 
Alcantara of the 10th, whether made witli a design to destroy the bridge 


G. 0. Abmntiia. IStli .Tiinr, 1800. 

1. When bodding' ia required for die sick, whether regimental or gcncml hoapitula, and 
it cannot be aupplied by the general atorea, the aurgeim in charge of the iioapital nuiat make 
a requisition in writing for what he reqiiirea to die cummisaiiry (if (lie lirigado, or the Com. 
miaaary Gen. ; the ollicer of the commiaaariat will make a teqiiiailiini upon the magiatmte 
of the place, for what will tlnia be required by tbe aiirgcon ; tlio aurgeim will give Ida rccoipl 
for the bedding delivered 1o him, and lie will be icaponaihle to return the whole of tiio 
bedding to the magiatrate who procured it. 
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or not, does not look like a settled plan to attack Gen. Cuesta immediately. 
I cannot, however, avoid urging you to repeat my recommendation to 
Gen. Cuesta to avoid a general action with the enemy till I shall be able 
to co-operate with him. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Abrantes, 12th June, 1809. 

I have just received your letter of the 9th. 

I am much flattered by the notion entertained by some of the persons 
in authority at Seville, of appointing me to the command of the Spanish 
armies. I have received no instructions from government upon that sub- 
ject j but I believe that it was considered an object of great importance 
in England, that the Commander in Chief of the British troops should 
have that situation, but one more likely to be attained by refraining from 
pressing it, and by leaving it to the Spanish government themselves to 
discover tlie expediency of the ai-rangement, than by any suggestion 
on our parts. 

I concluded that you had been made acquainted with the wishes of 
government upon this subject, and had seen copies of my instructions. 
But if you had no knowledge of the wishes of government, I do not con- 
ceive that your insinuations upon the subject are likely to have any effect, 
excepting to forward the object of government, even though the opinion 
of ministers be well founded, viz., that that which will prevent the ac- 
complishment of this object is the jealousy of the Spanish government. 

I assure you, that after Soult had passed the bridge of Melgaqo, near 
Ruivaes, there did not exist the smallest chance of surrounding him. 
Indeed, if Silveira had been in time to break that bridge, Soult might 
have turned to his right. When an array is reduced to the state in which 
his was, it is impossible to overtake it ; and surrounding it is out of the 
question. I might have followed them another march or two into Galicia ; 
but since the Marques de la Romana’s departure from Chaves, we had no 
knowledge of the state of affairs in Galicia, excepting that Vigo was in 
possession of the Spaniards ; and I did not see any reason to believe that 
the Spanish peasantry could stop Soult more effectually than the Portu- 
guese peasantry had been able to do. 

I shall be very glad to have with the British army a division of Spanish 
cavalry, and that the Duque de Alburquerque shall command it; but till 
we can remove Victor from his position, I think that I ought not to ask 
for any reinforcement which is to diminish Cuesta’s force. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will not ask for Spanish rank for 

Col. — and Col. . I have great diflSculty in settling the question 

arising from the Portuguese rank granted to British officers, which diffi- 
culties would be increased in cases in which Spanish rank should be granted. 
It is better that the officers of the "two armies should rank according to 
the dates of their commissions respectively, and that Spanish rank should 
not in future be granted to any British officers, excepting by the applica- 
tion of the British Commander in Chief, through the Ambassador. 

To Vise. Castlereagli. Abrantes, 12th Jane, 1809. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s dis- 

u 2 



290 


PORTUGAL. 


probably with a great part of your corps disembarked. I am particularly 
anxious that your horses should join the army in a condition for service, 
and in that view 1 recommend your attention to the following objects : 

' let, to their shoeing : the greater the number of sets of spare shoes and 
nails the better. 

2dly, you should at an early period accustom the horses to eat barley, 
or Indian corn and straw. We find tiiat by giving them half barley and 
half oats, and by degrees diminishing the proportion of oats, they soon eat 
the former as well as the latter. The same with hay and straw. I shall 
take care that, when you get your route for marching, you shall not be 
made to go marches of too great length. Some of tho stables at Lisbon 
are infected by glanders ; and, indeed, at all events, it is desirable that 
after the iirst day or two you should have your horses picketed ratlier than 
placed in stables. 

To Dom Miguel Foijaz. Abrantes, 12tli June, 1800 . 

I am very much obliged to you for the communication of the arrange- 
ment made for the command of the troops at Oporto, which I conceive to 
be a very good one ; and I shall be very much obliged to tlie Regency, 
if they will allow Col, Trent to command in that town under the orders 
of Marechal de Campo Baccllar, as long as there may bo any French 
prisoners, or any English sick and wounded there, or any stores belonging 
to die English army. 

To Liout. Col. Tnmt. AlimiUos, 12tli June, ISOO. 

I have received your letters of the 9th inst. I have no doubt whatever 
of your readiness to take the field in an advanced position, if Gon. 
Beresford or I should order you to do so. But I trust that without re- 
ceiving those orders you will not think of stirring from Oporto. Tho 
Marechal de Campo Baoellar has been appointed by the Regency to com- 
mand in the district of Oporto ; you are to continue to command in the town. 

The directions which you have given to the transports to cross tho bar 
are perfectly proper. I wish that you Imd ordered all, whether having on 
boaM wounded, or prisoners in health. I wish to have a return of the 
number of guns we have taken belonging to the enemy. You must allow 
the cotton to go to Lisbon according to the directions, taking an account 
of it, and a receipt of the person to whom you deliver it. 

To Lieut. Col. Bouike, A. Q. M. G. Abrantes, 13tb Juno, 1809, 

I have just received your letter of the 10th inst. I enclose you intel- 
ligence which I have received from the Junta of Plasencia, which would 
tend to prove that the enemy are retreating ; and the movement upon 
Alcantara of the 10th, whether made with a design to destroy the bridge 


G, O, Almiulos, IStli .Tune, 1800. 

1. When bedding is required for die sidi, whether regimciilol or genoriil liiispihils, mill 
it cannot be aupiilied by the general stores, the surgeon in cliargo of the hoHjiilnl imist uiiiko 
a requisition in writing for what he requires to the commissary of die hrigado, nr tlic Coni- 
missory Gen. ; the ofiicer of the commissariat will make a requisition uixin tho mugislrato 
of the place, for what will thus be required by tiir surgeon ; tho surgeon will givo Ida reeninl 
for the bedding delivered to him, and he will bo responsible to return the whole of the 
bedding to tlie magistrate who prounred it. 
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or not, does not look like a settled plan to attack Gen. Cuesta immediately. 
I cannot, however, avoid urging you to repeat my recommendation to 
Gen. Cuesta to avoid a general action with the enemy till I shall be able 
to co-operate with him. 

To tho Rt. Hon. J. H. Prere. Abrantes, 12th June, 1800. 

I have just received your letter of the 9th. 

I am much flattered by the notion entertained by some of the persons 
in authority at Seville, of appointing me to tlie command of the Spanish 
armies. I have received no instructions from government upon that sub- 
ject ; but I believe that it was considered an object of great importance 
in England, that the Commander in Chief of the British troops should 
have that situation, but one more likely to be attained by refraining from 
pressing it, and by leaving it to the Spanish government themselves to 
discover the expediency of the arrangement, than by any suggestion 
on our parts. 

I concluded that you had been made acquainted with the wishes of 
government upon this subject, and had seen copies of my instructions. 
But if you had no knowledge of the wishes of government, I do not con- 
ceive that your insinuations upon the subject are likely to have any effect, 
excepting to forward the object of government, even though the opinion 
of ministers be well founded, viz., that that which will prevent the ac- 
complishment of this object is the jealousy of the Spanish government. 

I assure you, that after Soult had passed the bridge of Melgaqo, near 
Ruivaes, there did not exist the smallest chance of surrounding him. 
Indeed, if Silveira had been in time to break that bridge, Soult might 
have turned to his right. When an army is reduced to the state in which 
his was, it is impossible to overtake it ; and surrounding it is out of the 
question. I might have followed them another march or two into Galicia; 
but since the Marques de la Romana’s departure from Chaves, we had no 
knowledge of the state of affairs in Galicia, excepting that Vigo was in 
possession of the Spaniards ; and I did not see any reason to believe that 
the Spanish peasantry could stop Soult more effectually than the Portu- 
guese peasantry had been able to do. 

I shall be very glad to have with the British army a division of Spanish 
cavalry, and that the Duque do Alburquerque shall command it ; but till 
we can remove Victor from his position, I think that I ought not to ask 
for any reinforcement which is to diminish Cuesta’s force. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will not ask for Spanish rank for 

Col. — — and Col. . I have great difficulty in settling the question 

arising from the Portuguese rank granted to British officers, which diffi- 
culties would be increased in cases in which Spanish rank should be granted. 
It is better that the officers of the*two armies should rank according to 
the dates of their commissions respectively, and that Spanish rank should 
not in future be granted to any British officers, excepting by the applica- 
tion of the British Commander in Chief, through the Ambassador. 

To Vise. CasUeteagh. Abrantes, 12th Jiuie, 1800. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s dis- 

V 2 
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patch, of the 25th ult., in which your Lordship conveys to me, by His 
Majesty’s commands, an authority to extend my operations in Spain be- 
yond the provinces immediately adjacent to the Portuguese frontier. 

• It does not appear to be quite certain that Marshal Victor has retired, 
or has made any preparatory arrangements with a view to witlidraw from 
tlie province of Estremadura; and the accounts which we receive of his 
movements are so contradictory, that I am not enabled to give your Lord- 
ship any positive opinion upon tlie subject, or any satisfactory statement 
of facta which might enable you to form your own. 

Upon my arrival at Coimbra, in the end of last month, I dispatched 
Lieut. Col. Bourko and Lieut, Col. Cadogan to Gen. Cucsta’s head quar- 
ters, wiUi a view to arrange with him a plan of co-operation for the British 
and Spanish armies; witli a view also to attack Victor, and to oblige him 
to retire from the menacing position which he liad assumed in relation to 
tlie seats of government of Portugal and Spain. I propose now to extend 
the objects of this co-operation, Gen. Cuesta having expressed himself 
but little satisfied with the limits which 1 had assigned to it ; but I fear 
that I must delay making any movements whatever till lire ai-my shall 
receive a supply of money. 

To Lieut. Cul, Bourke, A. Q. Af. G. Abmntes, 13lh June, 1800. 

I have just received your letter of the 11th inst., the contents of whiclt 
have induced me to alter my plan, and to consent to carry on my opera- 
tions between the Tagus and the Guadiana. Notwithstanding that, I am 
convinced that the most effectual mode of destroying the French army 
would be to adopt the line which I at first proposed ; more particularly, 
if Gen. Cuesta could be prevailed upon to place his army in a situation of 
security, till the British army should be so far advanced on its march as 
to render it impossible for the enemy to attack the Spanish army without 
being exposed to certain destruction. But this concession will answer no 
purpose, unless Gen. Cuesta will secure his position, I cannot march till I 
shall get shoes for the troops from Lisbon, and some money. Indeed, the 
troops are not yet all arrived from the northward ; and it is obvious that, 
till 1 shall be upon the Guadiana, the Spanish army will not be in that state 
of security, only because Gen. Cuesta does not choose to make it secure. 

As to the plan of attack mentioned in the General’s letter, it is too 
loose for me to be able to give any opinion upon it ; as far as I can un- 
derstand it, it labors under the disadvantage of separating the combined 
armies, and placing the French array between them, wilhout having Uie 
advantage of cutting off the enemy’s retreat, which is the plan I had pro- 
posed. My opinion was, and is, ftat if I had once gained the bridge of 
Almaraz, (Gen. Cuesta having placed his army in security,) the enemy 
would have been in our power : they could not have attacked him with 
any prospect of success, and they could not have attacked me without the 
certainty of having him upon their backs, Acconling to the proposed 
plan, they will have it in their power to attack either army separately ; 
and their retreat is always open, excepting so for as it may be impeded by 
Marsha] Beresford’s corps. This plan will obviously not answer. 

If I am to go upon the Guadiana, which I certainly will do, if Gen. 
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Cuesta persists in thinking it the best plan, the two armies must co- 
operate more closely ; otherwise, I fear the weaker of the two may be 
defeated. I have no objection to taking any share of the action that may 
be allotted to me ; hut I am convinced, that, if the Spanish army separates 
itself from us, as proposed, at the distance of 10 or 15 leagues, with rivers 
and mountains between us, they will be defeated, and we shall see nothing 
of the enemy. I shall be obliged to you if you will make a suggestion to 
Gen. Cuesta in this view of the case. 

I shall also be much obliged to you if you will obtain for me, as soon 
as possible, an account of the reads lending from Badajoz and Montijo to 
Caceres, how far they pass from the enemy’s position at Montanches, 
Torremocha, and Alcuescar ; an account of the roads from Merida to 
Caceres, from Merida to Truxillo, from Medellin to TruxUlo ; whether 
there are any roads or communication between the roads from Merida 
and Medellin to Truxillo and Caceres, respectively, and the roads from 
Badajoz and Montijo to Caceres. I beg you also to let me know what is 
the nature of the country about Caceres, Montanches, Torremocha, and 
Alcuescar, and also about Truxillo. 


6. 0« Abmrtej, 13th June. 1S09. 

The aenior officer in charge of the aick at Oprto and Coimbra, will once a week send 
by the poat to bead quartera, a return of tbe aick, specifying the number uf recovered men 
able to march. 

The Commanding ofiicera of those regimenta of the army, to the men of which clothing 
it due, will report to the Q. M. 6. whether tbe clothing is arrived at Lisbon, and where. 

1. Whenever 40 men at either hospital are aufficiently recovered to be able to march, on 
order ond a route will be sent fur their march by easy stages, 

2. They are to take with them, at setting out, 3 days' bread in biscuit, which they are to 
keep by them as a reserve. 

3. The Commissary Gen, will arrange that they shall be fed at the different halting places. 

4. An officer must be aeut in command of every detachment of 40 men, and 2 officers 
if the number should amount to 80, and so on ; I officer fur every 40 in addition ; I nun- 
commissioned officer must be sent for every 20 sick ; and tbe commanding officer at the 
hospital must make arrangements that other officers and non-commissioned officers should 
take charge of the remaining sick of the brigade, in charge of which such officer or non- 
commissioned officer has been left at the hospital. 

5. The senior officer at the hospital will report to the Q. M. G. the departure of the 

recovered men ; and officers commanding tbe patty of recovered men must report their 
progress to head quarters by every opportunity. ^ ^ 

7. The Commander of the Forces requests tliat olive and other fruit trees may not be 
used by the troops in hutting, except in case of evideut necessity. 

8. If tbe country in the neighbourhood of the sevrial caiituiimeula should afford mate- 
rials fit for hutting, the Commander of the Forces is desirous that the troops should be 
moved into huts os soon as possible ; the officers commanding brigades will make arrange- 
ments accordingly. The tents will ho delivered to the officers who have made_ requisitions 
for them, under the orders of the 24th May, os soon os they shall arrive from Lisbon. 

8. All Commissariat and other persons who have Portugese dragoons attached to them, 
are to send the dragoons to Ahrautes immediately, reporting to the A4j. Gen. that they 
bare done so. 

10. The Commander of the Forces is concerned to have to announce to the army that 

private , of the 53d regt., has been wounded, and has probably died of the wounds he 

icceired from some peasants in tlie neighbouibood of Coimbra; and that corporal — — 
and private — — have probably met with the same fate : this is one of the consequences of 
the irregularities of which the soldiers have been guilty, which have had the effect of turn- 
ing into enemies a people who were grateful for tiie honefits which they had received ftom 
the British nation, anil manifested their gratitude by affinding to tire soldiers every comfort 
and assistance which was in their rnwer. 

The Commanding officers of bngades and regiments are particularly requested to point 
out to the soldiers the consequences of their irregularities. 
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To Don GRegoiio Cuesta. Abrantes, IStli Juno, 1809, 

I have the honor to inform your Excellency, that I have received ac- 
counts from Gen, Viana at Montjae on the Minho, stating that the enemy 
had made an attack on the 7 th inst., with 2000 men and 5 pieces of cannon, 
on the Spanish troops under the Condc de Norona, and that they had been 
repulsed with loss. I heg to congratulate your Excellency upon this 
fresh instance of the steadiness and bravery of the Spanish array. 

I acquaint your Excellency, in another letter, of my intention to co- 
operate with you in an attack upon tlie enemy between the Guadiana and 
the Tagus ; and I have only to recommend to your Excellency to keep 
your troops in their strong positions till I shall he in a state to give them 
assistance. 

To Don Gregoiio Cuesta. Abrantes, I3th June, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 1 1th 
inst. ; and, as I find that your Excellency prefers that I should co-operate 
with you in an attack upon the enemy between the Tagus and the Gua- 
diana to an endeavor, by the army under my command, to intercept the 
enemy’s retreat across the Tagus, by the march of this array to Plasencia, 
and thence to Almaraz, I shall comply with your Excellency’s desire, and 
shall direct my march upon Eadajoz as soon as I am able to move my 
troops. I request your* Excollonoy will, in the mean time, give directions 
tliat preparations may bo made to supply this army with provisions at 
Badajoz. Notwithstandmg that the groat body of the British troops will 
co-operate with your Excellency between the Tagus and the Guadiimo, a 
body of British and Portuguese troops, under the command of Marshal 
Beresford, will move by Plasencia on the line which I had before pro- 
posed to take with the British army. 

To the Bt. Hon. J. H. Fi-eie. Abmntes, 13th Juno, 1800. 

I send you copies of the letters I have received from the Spanish head 
quarters, and of those which I have written to Gen. Cuesta and Col. Bourke 
this day. Col. Bourke’s letter explains so fully the situation of Cuesta’s 
army, and my letter to him is so explicit upon the dangers of his position ; 
the small chance there is that I shall be able to serve him, utdess he should 
take up a strong position till I can come to his assistance ; and upon the 
advantages of the operation which I had proposed ; that I do not think it 
necessary to trouble you further upon tire subject. I can only say, that 
the obstinacy of this old gentleman is throwing out of our hands the finest 
game that any armies ever had ; and that we shall repent that we did not 
cut off Victor when we shall have to beat the French upon the Ebro. 
With such a letter, however, as Col. Bourke’s before me, I could not but 
yield the point to Gen. Cuesta, which I hope will convince the Spanish 
government of my sincere desire to bo of service to them. 

To flic Rt. Hon. J, Villiora. Abrantes. 13(h June, 1809. 

I have the hortor to enclose to you a letter which I have received from 
Brig. Gen. Langwertli, in which he encloses the proceedings of a Court 
■ of Ipquiry, on tlie circumstances attending the absence of a corporal and 
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2 private soldiers from an escort of Commissariat carts, on their march 
from Aveiro to Coimbra. It is obvious that one of the private soldiers has 
been wounded ; it is probable that all 3 have bepn put to death by the 
peasantry of Murtede. I am sorry to say, tliat, from the conduct of the 
soldiers of the army in general, I apprehend that the peasants may have 
had some provocation for their animosity against the soldiers ; but it must 
be obvious to you and to the government, that these effects of their ani- 
mosity must be discouraged, and even punished ; otherwise it may lead to 
consequences, fatal to the peasantry of the country in general, as well as 
to the army. The government may depend upon my exertions to keep 
the troops in order, and that I shall exert all the power which the law has 
placed in my hands to punish those who may be guilty of any outrages. 
The discovery and proof against the soldiers guilty of them is, however, a 
matter of considerable difficulty, as the law now stands ; and it is rendered 
more difficult by the unwillingness of the inhabitants of the country to 
come forward to give their evidence on oath before a Court Mardal, 
Probably this evil might be remedied, or removed, either by the circula- 
tion of a proclamation or a circular letter to the country magistrates, by 
the government, calling upon the people to come forward with their com- 
plaints against the soldiers, and to prosecute them to conviction before a 
Court Martial. What I have now to request is, that strict inquiry may be 
made respecting the circumstances of the probable death of the 3 soldiers 
of the 53d regt. at Murtede, that those who put them to death may be 
discovered and brought to trial. 

The A.O, la Lieut, Col, ffateh, Town Major, Lisbon. 13th June, 1809. 

The Commander of the Forces has been made acquainted, by me, with the 
commendable reasons that induced you to urp your removal from Lisbon for 
active service in a regiment. But under your Tong experience and your attention 
to the arduous duties of the situations you now fill, I am directed to acquaint you 
tliat, consistent with the good of the public service, his Excellency cannot agree to 
your removal from it. He will bear in mind, 1 am persuaded, your views at a 
proper opportunity, and J shall not fail to call your services to the Commander of 
the Forces’ recollection. 

To Lieut. Col. Bourlce, A. Q. M. G. Abrantes, 14th June, 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 12th, and one from Gen. Cuesta. The 
enclosed, to Mr. Frere, contains a copy of his and my answer, and of the 
enclosure in the letter. 

I acknowledge that I entertain no apprehensions that the French will 
attack Gen. Cuesta: 1 am much more afraid that they are going away, 
and strengthening themselves upon the Tagus. Indeed, I understand that 
they have fortified the Puerto de Mirabete. If this be true, their design 
is obvious i and the only way to defeat it is to adopt the plan I originally 
proposed. 

P.S. I wish you would hint to Gen. O’Donoju, that if the French should 
attack Gen. Cuesta, and he should be beaten, he will be highly responsible 
for omitting to place his army in a good position. 

To Don Gregorio Cuesta. Abrantes, 14tb June, 1809. 

I have had the honor of rsceiving your Excellency’s letter o f-, 1he-1 2th 
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inst. My letter of yesterday’s date will have apprised your Excellency 
that, in compliance with your desire, I intended to march towards Badajoz, 
in order to co-operate with your Excellency in the attack of the enemy in 
the manner which you preferred. Your Excellency may depend upon it 
tliat I shall not delay the march of the troops for one moment after I shall 
have it in my power to move them j and I beg leave to refer your Excel- 
lency to Col. Alava for a detailed account of the circumstances wliich 
must prevent my march at the present moment. 

From the enclosed paper, I should judge that the enemy had not con- 
centrated his force, and that he had no intention of attacking the army 
under the command of your -Excellency. But if your Excellency has 
reason to believe that the enemy has adopted the measures to which you 
refer, and has concentrated his force, your Excellency will, doubtless, have 
deemed it expedient to concentrate the Spanish army, to receive his attack 
in a position which, from its strength, will give your troops every advan- 
tage. We have nothing now to apprehend, excepting that a misfortune 
may happen to one army before the other can join it, or shall be in a posi- 
tion to co-operate with or give it assistance; and I feel confident tliat when 
your Excellency shall have considered the situation in which I stand at 
tliis moment, the absolute necessity which exists that I should delay my 
march till all my troops shall have joined, and till I shall have received all 
tliat I require, you will deem it most for the general benefit to place your 
army in a secure position till I caat move to your assistance, which you 
may depend upon my doing os soon as it shall be in my power. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. R. Frare. Abrantet, 14th Juno, ISOIl, 

1 enclose ths letters received this day from the Spanish head quarters, 
and copies of my answers. 

One of the great difficulties which I have in moving is the want of 
money ; however, I have reason to expect that will be removed at an early 
period, either by the arrival of the Surveiliante, from Cadiz, with £100,000, 
or by that of a vessel from England, witli a similar sum. The arrival of 
either would enable me to march forthwith, as 1 have reason to expect the 
shoes and other necessaries every moment. 

It has occurred, however, to Mr. Yillicrs, who is here, and to me, that 
the Spanish government, which is so much interested in my early advance, 
might be able to lend me £100,000 in specie, to be repaid out of the first 
money that may arrive from England for the army. If they will do so, 
and will send the money to Badajoz, I shall move forthwith. 

To Vise. CasUereaBh. Abranteg, 14th Juno, 1800. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dispatch of the 26th 
May, in which you have notified that His Majesty had ordered 7 battalions 
of infantry therein named to proceed to Portugal, to reinforce the army 
under my command. I request that those battalions may be ordered to 
Lisbon. I propose to send to England the 2 battalions composed of de- 
tabhments, as soon os the other troops shall arrive in Portugal, and a 
detachment of the 3d German hussars immediately. I have drafted from 
these last the few horses they had, and given them to the 14th light drOf 
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goons, which regiment your Lordship will have observed was incomplete 
in horses at the commencement of the campaign, and sustained some loss 
in the actions of the 10th, 11th, and 12th May. 

I have arranged with the Admiral to send to Cork forthwith horse trans- 
ports to convey one regiment of cavalry, 800; one troop of horse artil- 
lery, 200 ; and artillery horses, 300 ; in the whole 1300 horses. I request 
your Lordship will order such of the above mentioned troops and horses 
as may be destined for Portugal to proceed to Lisbon. The 23d light 
dragoons having arrived, the 20th will proceed to Sicily as soon as there 
shall be transports ready for them. 


The A.G. to Brig. Qen. R. Stewart. 14tli June, 1808. 

I herewith enclose an order for the ammunition required by your letter of yes- 
terday for the 1st batt. detachments. At the same time I am desired to direct that 
those men who have lost their ammunition may be regimentally tried and punished, 
and that you will call upon Lieut. Col. Banbury to state if the oiScers of companies 
have remilarly examined their men's ammunition every day, agreeable to G. 0. : 
if no^ that he will report the names of the officers to you, to be transmitted to me 
for his Excellency's information, in order that tliey may be noticed for ncglectmg 
instantly to demand ammunition for the men of their companies, which was ex- 
pended so long ago as it is stated to have been used. 

Tu Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Abrantes, 15th June, 1809. 

I have the honor to inform you that I have received the orders of His 
Majesty’s Sec. of State to send to Gibraltar the 2d batt. 9th regt., to relieve 
one of the regiments, for which transports have been ordered to that gar- 
rison ; and I shall he much obliged to you if you will give directions that 
transports may he prepared to convey the 2d batt. 9th regt to Gibraltar as 
soon as that corps shall arrive at Lisbon. 

1 have also received the directions of the Sec. of State to send to Cork 
horse transports, containing stalls for 1300 horses, to convey to Portugal 
one regiment of dragoons consisting of 800 horses, 300 horses for the 
service of the artillery, and one troop of horse artillery, 200. 

To J. Murray, Esq., Commissary General. Abrantes, 16tb June, 1809, 

I am happy to hear of the arrival of the Survcillante. 

You will do quite right to refer to the Lords of the Treasury the charge 
of Mr. Duff of a per centage upon the exchange of the gold for dollars. 
I have settled with Mr. Villiers that he is not to have any of the money 
which has arrived in the Surveitlante, or that is disposable at the present 
moment. 

The Paymaster at Lisbon and the Paymaster of Artillery must have 
those sums which are absolutely necessary, and no more, as they will be in 
a place where some money can always be procured ; and the bills drawn 
upon Lisbon must be paid. I do not think any demands can be more 

Q, AbmnteS} 18th. Junes 1809» 

6. A board of 8eld officers of King's German Legion will sit at Barquinha without loss 
of time, under ffie dircotdons of Brig. Gen. Langwerth, to report upon the shoes of the bri- 
gade reported unfit for service. 

7. A division of apothecary's stores having arrived at head quarters, sur^ons of regiments 
are immediately to complete their field panniers with whatever has been directed, by requi- 
sitions to the Inspector of hospitals at head quarters. 
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pressing than those of the service of the army ; and I conceive that no 
demands ought to be paid, or no money left for the Paymaster Gen., or 
others, which will reduce the sum to he brought here to a smaller amount 
than £] 10,000 ; you will, therefore, take measures to have that sum sent 
np to the army without loss of time. Tliis will be £50,000 in addition to 
tlie £60,000 which you tell me in your letter of the 15th was coining up. 

To Col. Donliiii,* Abmntcit, Kith .Tune, 1800. 

I received last night your letter of the lltli, upon which I shall take an 
opportunity of writing to you fully in a day or two. 

I trouble you now upon a subject which has given me the greatest pain : 
I mean the accounts which I receive from all quaidiers of tho disorders 
committed by, and the general irregularity of, the — and — regts. I 
have ordered a provost to Gastello Branco to put himself under your orders, 
and I hope you will not fail to make use of him. I beg that, on the re- 
ceipt of this letter, you will call on the Commanding officers of the — 
and — regts., and apprise them of the concern with which I have heard 
these reports of their regiments ; and of my determination, if I should 
hear any more of them, to send their regiments into garrison, and to report 
them to His Majesty as unfit for service in the field, on account of iire- 
gularity of conduct and disorder. I desfre that, upon tlic receijit of this 
letter, the — and — regts. may bo hutted outside of tho town of Gastello 
Branco, if there should bo wood in the neighbourhood, not fruit troos, and 
the rolls to bo called every hour, from sunrise till 8 in tho evening, all 
officers, as well as soldiers, to attond. 

The number of men absent from these regiments in consequence of their 
late marches is scandalous ; and I desire that an oBicor from each of thorn 
may go back immediately the whole road by which the brigade has moved 
since the 5th May, in search of the missing men. Those missing on the 
late march and ground between Guarda and Gastello Branco must be sent 
on immediately to Gastello Branco j and those missing on the former 
march must he collected at Guarda, and afterwards brouglit uji hy llin 
officers to the regiment when they shall return through that town. I laig 
to have reports from you of tho state of tho arms, ammunition, &c. of 
these regiments, and to hear whether the roll calls above ordered are regular, 
and are attended hy all the officers. Non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
absent must be punished. I beg to know whether tho brigade has received 
all the orders. 

To VisB. Custleroagh. Abrantes, IBtli June, 1800. 

I beg you to see a letter which I have written to the Oommandor in 

* Tlio late Lioiit. Gen. Sir RuOuic Uonkin, K.C.B. 


"■ O' AlivmUos, 1(111) Juno, IBO'J. 

1. Two more assistant provosts will bo appointed; commandinB officers of brigados will 
pleaso to send in reoommcndatiojis of men caixibia of filling tho siliuttioii t ono of tlin 
assutant provosts is to repair to tlio oatnp near Abrtuites, and to roimrt liiinsolf to Ibo officer 
raminandiiig the camp. Ho will patrol round tho neiglibonriiooil of it, and will 'fake up 
“I and marauders; two dragoons are to bo alinched to Ibis provost, and to lio 
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Chief, enclosing one from Gen, to Marshal Borcsford, in which that 

officer objects to being employed on service with tho rortiigiicso troops, 
and my letter to Marshal Beresford on that subject, allowing that olliccr 

to go to England. I only hope that Gen. will not bo placed on tho 

staff of the army anywhere else. 


The A.O. to Lieut, Col, ArenUchildt, \at hussars, IC,0,L, Ifilli June, IfiOO. 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I am directed by tho Cominimdor of 
the Forces to acquaint you that you will perceive by the oi'durs and roguhitioim 
that captains of troops, paymasters, and surgeons of regiments nro to make good 
the losses of mules allotted for the carriage of camp kettles, inudicinu chusts, and 
paymasters’ books. The mules given by the Commissariat for these purposes iii 
the first instance, is only an additional favor to tho regiment by tho Commander 
of the Forces. With respect to the carriage of tho spare and broken saddlea, as 
they are a concern belonging to the Colonel, tlie public cannot provide a cnrriiigo 
for them. The mules thererore, above the number, must bo returned to the Com- 
missariat. With regard to the mules, captains of troops, paymasters, and surgeons 
must, out of what is allowed them, defray the expenses of their own shooing. 

To the Junta of Badajnz. Ahrantes, 17th June, 1800. 

I have had the honor of receiving your 2 letters of the 16th inat., and I 
am very sensible of the attention which you have paid to the wants of tho 
army under my command. It is my intention to march hy tho route of 
Gastello Branco and Coria, towards Plasencia and the hanks of the Tictiir, 
and I request you to give directions that provisions may ho prcpiiretl in 
that quarter for 30,000 men and 6000 horses, including those of tho cu- 
vahy, artillery, and military equipages. 

To Lieut. Col. Gordon, Military Secretary. Ahraiilos, 17tli June, IBOit. 

I enclose a memorial which has been given into my hands by Major 
Davy, which I beg you to lay before the Commander in Chief. 

I believe that H. R, H. the late Commander in Chief had intended to 
promote all the Majors commanding battalions in the late service in Por- 
tugal j and certainly, if the services of any battalion conld give to their 
Commanding officer a claim to promotion, the conduct and services of the 
5th batt. 60th foot entitled their Commanding officer to this advantage. 

I have had every reason to he satisfied with their conduct again ujion this 
occasion, and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will recommend 
Major Davy to the favorable consideration of tho Commander in Chief. 

I likewise enclose a memorial from Mr. Thompson, Inspector of Hos- 
ptals to this army, who prays, what appears to be a matter of justice, 
that his appointment of Inspector may be notified in the gazette. 

To Major Gen. Mackenzie. Abrantez, 17tli Juno, 1809. 

I have received your 2 letters of the 16th. I do not think it necessary 
to make any movement in consequence of the intelligence of tho passage of 
the Ta^s by the enemy. There is no doubt, I believe, now, that Victor 
18 retiring j and I conclude that the troops mentioned in the enclosures of 
your letters are some strong parties which have crossed the Tagus in tho 
places referred to. I propose that the whole of the army should move 
forward in a few days, when the money shall have arrived to pay Uiem ; 
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but I do not like to move any part of the force till the whole shall be 
prepared to follow. 

To Vise. Gastlorengh* Abrautss^ ITtli JtinOj 1800. 

I liave received your letter of the Slat May. 

My correspondence with Gen. Ciiesta has been a very curious one, and 
proves him to be as obstinate as any gentleman at the head of any army 
need be. He would not alter his position even to ensure the safety of his 
army, because he supposed tliat this measure might be injurious to him- 


AlirantcWi 17th Jaap, isoo. 

1. Tbe Comniander of the Forces bos been much ooncemedto receive reports of fbc mis- 
conduct of ibe soldiers loft behind, in all tbe bospibils, particularly at Oporto ; and he 
desires that in future, whenever on hospital is estabiisbed, tlie following reguiulions will be 
observed : 

‘ When soldiers are dismiaaed from the hospital as convalescenla, they are, if possible, to 
be quartered in tlio same building ; if tliat should not he possible, they arc to be quartered 
on the inliabifauifs of the liousc in wliich the hospital is established; in either cose tlia 
officers in cliarge of the men left beliind in hospital are to attend, and to put in execution 
tbe Orders of the 29th nil. relative to visiting the soldiers in their quarters. 

‘ 2. No convalescent must ever be permitted to appnr out of Ids quarters in the strceln 
of tile town, excepting with his side arms, ami liresscd aecording to tlie orders of his 
regiment. As Boon os a sufficient iiiiinbcr of convalescents are strong enough, a guard must 
be mimnled daily, of wiiich jiutrols under a uon-conunissioiicd ollie.cr must be sent during 
iho night to take lip all soldiers straggling from their quiutcrs after limirs. Convnloscenls 
must parade witli tlielr anna twice a iliiy, unco in tlie iniirning, ami in tlio nveidiig at siiii- 
sot; all offleera being jircseiit at each ]iariule. After tlie evening ]siriule, Jlie snhlicrs are In 
he matched to tlieir quarters, and iiiiiio iiie to bo penuittod to uppuiu' in llio alruets ufler 
that liour. 

‘ 3. All officers loft in sick quarters, in any (own wlierc ini hospital is eslidilishcd, are 
to be considered as heluuging to the haspitnl until they shall have recovered, ami uro to do 
duty according to their resjiective ranks with the officers left in clinrgo of the sick inun in 
hospital, till tlicy shall he ordered to join the army. 

' 4. The officer commanding at each of the hinqiitnls, inohiding that of Lislion, will 
report to the Adj. Gen. that these orders have liceii carrieil into oxccntiuii, along with tho 
weekly report ordered to he made by tlie G. O. of the 13lh June. Copies of llicsc orilcra 
are to ho sent to all the hiwpibils, and a copy to he left by (lie Adj. Gen. whenivor an hos- 
pital may be left in future. 

‘ 6. When the army, or any portion of it, in future requires green forage, cominiesuries, 
or, if there should he 110 coinmisaary, tlio qioutcmiusler of the regiment, iiiiiler tho orders 
of tho General or comiuandiug officer, will make a requisition upon tho iiiiigistrale for it, 
and will point out to him tlie Held or place from wiienco it can ha proviilad ; tlia magis- 
trate is then to Iiavc it cut ; forage is to lie dolivcreil Ui tlie Iruinis by tlie nmimiissary, in 
rations, according to tlie ordered projNirtiuns. A gnard will lie left; in tho Dehl, in cliargo 
of tho remainder of the forage, after llie commissary liiis miulc his delivery. Iflhero 
should be no magistrate, or if tho magistrate should refuse to ounsenl to deliver or nut the 
green forage, or if it should bo iicoessory on any account tho troujis shimld cut it for tliem- 
selves, the commissary of the brigade or regiment, acnonipanied hy an nllieer of the 
Q. M. G.’s department, or if then! should be nunc with (hat diriaioii of truiqis, by the 
quartermaster of a regiment, and if pussible by tbe nrngistrole of tlio plane, or the occupier 
of tho ground, or by some inhabitant of tbe cuiintry, is to proceed to value tlie Held, and to 
estimate the number of rations of forage it contains. Having dniio this, the cnmmissnry is 
to allot tlie Held in its due pniportious to tlie t^nartermiutera of the dilfurenl regiiiiciits to 
be snmilied with forage from it; parties of tiitigue from tiaise regiments, nniicr tlie noiii- 
maiid of an officer, arc to proceed and cut ami carry away Hie forage tliiis uiluticd to them. 
For all green forage required, the usual receipts innat lie givnii. 

■ 0. Tlio commissary of ciuiii division, brigade, or regiuuint, on liis arrival in any 
place near which he uiideratands tho truu;is lii whioii ho is altnclieil are to halt mure titan 
lino nif;ht, must take immodkto and ctfeclunl measures to ascerlaiii the innniier of ovens in 
the ucighbonthtiod ; and if they sliuuld he insiiffioiciit to supply Hie trmqw to wliioh lie is 
attached with bread, lie will lake cure that a siiffiounit munlior are bnill lurlliwitli. 

‘ 8. No man of tho brigades in huts must bo allowed to quit tlio lines of liia regiment 
witliout being dressed with his side arms, acourdhig to the orders of liis regiment.’ 
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self, notwithstanding that this alteration would have been part of an 
operation which must have ended in the annihilation of Victor’s mrmy if 
he stood our attack, or, in his retreat through tlie mountains to Arzobispo, 
with the loss of all his cannon and baggage if he went away, 

I hope I acted right in giving way, more particularly as the operation 
was to be carried on in Spain, and the argument urged to me was, 
that the safety of Cuesta’s array depended upon my compliance. The 
beat of the whole story is, that Cuesta, in a letter of the 27th May, which 
I did not receive till after I had written to him to propose my plan of 
operations, proposed to me the same plan with very little alteration. I 
hope that notwithstanding Col. Roche’s delay, and the partiality which the 
Admiral has for the employment of the horse transports in all services, 
the horse transports will have arrived in time. It is desirable that all 
the transports for horses, as well as those for infantry, should have a 
thorough cleaning j for I have reason to believe that some of the former 
in particular are infected. 

To Vise. Castlcrcagh. Abranteg, 17th June, 1809. 

I have received information that the French withdrew their post which 
they had at Merida, and their outposts in front of Medellin, and there is 
every reason to believe that their whole army is retiring across the Tagus 
and towards Madrid. The Spanish troops under Gen. Cuesta took posses- 
sion of Merida, and crossed the Guadiana at Medellin. 

I have had a discussion with Gen. Cuesta, respecting the plan of opera- 
tions to be carried on by the British and Spanish armies in the attack of 
Marshal Victor. We had every reason to believe that the French array 
consisted of about 27,000 men, and that the defeat and retreat of Soult 
had deprived Victor of all support; and that the Spanish army consisted 
of 30,000 men, of which 7000 were cavalry ; and the combined British 
and Portuguese force, which I was in hopes I should have been enabled to 
march upon this expedition, would have amounted to about 24,000 men, 
of which nearly 4000 would have been cavalry. 

The only practicable retreat for the French army was by the bridge of 
Almaraz, and my proposition to Gen. Cuesta was, that he should remain 
with the Spanish army, in a position in which, if attacked, he could have 
the advantage, such as that.by which he hud so long kept in check the 
French armies, until I should move by Castello Branco and Plasencia to 
Almaraz, and cut oif the only practicable retreat which the French had to 
Madrid. 

It appears by the correspondence of Lieut. Col. Bourke, that Gen. 
Cuesta had by no means a good position on the Guadiana ; and the Colonel 
expresses in strong terms his apprehensions and those of Gen. O’Donoju, 
that if the Spanish army should be attacked in that position, it would be 
defeated. At the same time Gen. Cuesta could not be prevailed upon to 
draw farther back towards the Sierra Morena, although it was obvious 
that the consequence of any movement which should place the Spanish 
army in security, while I should move round the enemy, would be, most 
probably, to cut oif their retreat ; and he pressed me in the most earnest 
terms to join the British army to that under his command upon the Gua- 



302 


POUTUQAL, 


diana. Fiiiding it impossible to induce Gen. Cuosta to improve liis posi- 
tion, and tliat serious apprehensions were entertained for his safety, I 
consented to forego the execution of the plan which I preferred, and I 
promised to march to Badajoz as soon as I should he enabled to move, by 
the arrival of money from Cadiz or from England, and as the array had 
had a few days’ rest, and had received a supply of shoes. In the mean 
time the French army having retired, probably upon hearing of the arrival 
of this corps upon the Tagus, I proposed to continue on the riglit bunk of 
tliat river, and to move towards Plnsencin. 

The money expected from Cadiz arrived at Lisbon on the day before 
yesterday, and I propose to commence my march as soon as it shall roach 
the army. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have received letters from Gen. Cuesta 
and Lieut. Col. Bourlce, of the 16th. The General was to move his head 
quarters to Merida on this day ; his advanced guard is at Alcuescar and 
Albala. Gen. Cuesta now wishes me to march by Plasencia. 

To Vise. Caatlcn!ag;li. Abrantes, ITtli June, IROO. 

I cannot, witli propriety, omit to 'draw your attention again to the state 
of discipline of the anny, which is a subject of serious concern to me, and 
well deserves the consideration of His Majesty’s ministers. 

It is impossible to desoidbe to you the uTogularilies and outrages com- 
mitted by the troops. Tliey are never out of the siglvt of their ollieers, I 
may almost say never out of the sight of the Commanding ollieers of their 
regiments, and the General officers of tlio army, that outrages are not com- 
mitted ; and notwithstanding the pains which I take, of which there will 
he ample evidence in my orderly books, not a post or a courier comes in, 
not an officer arrives from the roar of the array, that does not bring me 
accounts of outrages committed by the soldiers who have been left behind 
on the march, having been sick, or having straggled from their regiments, 
or who have been left in hospitals. 

"We have a Provost marshal, and no less tlian 4 iissistants. I never 
allow a man to march with the baggage. I never leave an hospital witli- 
out a number of officers and non-coramissioued officers proportionable to 
the number of soldiers ; and never allow a detachment to march, unless 
under the command of an officer j and yet there is not an outrage of any 
description which has not been committed on a people who have uniformly 
received ns as friends, by soldiers who never yet, for one moment, suffered 
the slightest want, or the smallest privation. In the first place, I am con- 
vinced that the law is not strong enough to maintain discipline in an army 
upon service. It is most difficult to convict any prisoner lieforo a regi- 
mental Court Martial, for I am sorry to say that soldiers have little regard 
to the oath administered to them ; and the officers who are sworn ‘ well 
and truly to try and determine, according to Ike evidence, the matter before 
them,’ have too much regard to tlie strict letter of that administered to 
them. This oath, to the momhers of a regimental Court Martial, has 
altered the principle of the prococclings of that tribunal. It is no longer 
a court of honor, at the hands of which a soldier was certain of receiving 
punishment if he deserved it ; but it is n court of law, whoso decisions are 
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to be formed according to the evidence, principally of those on whose 
actions it is constituted as a resti'aint. But, admitting the regimental or 
detachment Court Martial, as now constituted, to be a control upon the 
soldiers equally efficient with that which existed under the old constitution 
of a Court Martial, which my experience tells me it is not, I should wish 
to know whether any British army (this army in particular, which is com- 
posed of 2d battalions, and therefore but ill provided with officers) can 
afford to leave with every hospital, or with every detachment, 2 captains 
and 4 subalterns, in order to be enabled to hold a detachment Court Martial. 
The law in this respect ought to be amended ; and when the army is on 
service in a foreign country, any one, 2, or 3 officers ought to have the 
power of trying criminals, and punishing them inslanter ; taking down all 
proceedings in writing, and reporting them for the information of the 
Commander in Chief on their joining the army. Besides this improve- 
ment of the law, there ought to be in the British army a regular provost 
establishment, of which a proportion should be attached to every army 
sent abroad. All the foreign armies have such an establishment: the 
French gendarmerie natimale, to the. amount of 30 or 40 with each of 
their corps ; the Spaniards their policia ndliiar, to a still larger amount ; 
while we, who require such an aid more, I am sorry to say, than any of 
the other nations of Europe, have nothing of the kind, excepting a few 
Serjeants, who are taken from the Line for tlie occasion, and who are pro- 
bably not very fit for the duties which they are to perform. 

The authority and duties of the Provost ought, in some manner, to be 
recognized by the law. By the custom of British armies, the Provost has 
been in die habit of punishing on the spot (even with death, under the 
orders of the Commander in Chief) soldiers found in the act of disobe- 
dience of orders, of plunder, or of outrage. There is no authority for 
this practice excepting custom, which I conceive would hardly warrant it ; 
and yet I declare that I do not know in what manner the army is to be 
commanded at all, unless the practice is not only continued, but an addi- 
tional number of Provosts appointed. 

There is another branch of this subject which deserves serious consi- 
deration. We all know that the disciplme and regularity of all armies 
must depend upon the diligence of the regimental officers, particularly 
the subalterns. I may order what I pleEise ; but if they do not execute 
what 1 order, or if they execute it with negligence, I cannot expect that 
British soldiers will be orderly or regular. 

There are two incitements to men of this description to do their duty as 
they ought ; the fear of punisliment, and the hope of reward. As for the 
first, it cannot be given individually ; for I believe I should find it very 
difficult to convict any officer of doing this description of duty with negli- 
gence, more particularly as he is to be tried by others probably guilty of 
the same offence. But these evils of which I complain are committed by 
whole corps j and the only way in which they can be punished is by dis- 
gracing them, by sending them into garrison and reporting them to His 
Majesty. I may and shall do this by one or two battalions, but I cannot 
venture to do it by more ; and then there is an end to the fear of this 
punishment, even if those who received it were considered in England as 
disgraced persons rather than martyrs. 



POHTUGAli. 


a04 

As for the other incitement to officers to do tlioir duty zealously, Uiere 
is no such thing. We who command the armies of the country, and who 
are expected to make exertions greater than Uiose made by tlio French 
armies, to march, to fight, and to keep our troops in healtlt and in disci- 
pline, have not the power of rewarding, or promising a reward, for a 
single officer of the army ; and we deceive ourselves, and those who are 
placed under us, if we imagine we liave that power, or if wo hold out to 
tliem that tliey shall derive any advantage from the exertion of it in their 
favor. 

You will say, probably, in answer to all this, that Hritish armies have 
been in the' field before, and tliat these complaints, at least to the same 
extent, have not existed j to whicli I answer : 1st, Umt the armies are now 
larger, their operations more extended, and the exertions required greater 
than they were in former periods ; and that the mode of carrying on war 
is different from what it was ; 2dly, that our law, instead of being strong 
in proportion to the temptation and means for indiscipline ar\d irregularity, 
has been weakened, and that we have not adopted the additional means of 
restraint and punishment practised by other nations, and our enemies, 
although we have imitated them in thoao particuliu-s which have increased 
and aggi’avated our irregularities. And, finally, tliat it is only within late 
years that the Commanders in Chief abroad have been deprived of all 
patronage, and, of course, of all power of incitement to the officers under 
their command. 

It may be supposed tliat I wish for this patronage to gratify my own 
favorites ; but 1 declare most solemnly that, if I hod it to-morrow, there 
is not a soul in the array whom I should wish to promote, excepting for 
services performed. 

I have thought it proper to draw your attention to those subjects, which 
I assure you deserve ,thc serious consideration of the King’s ministers. We 
are an excellent army on parade, an excellent one to fight; but wc are 
worse than an enemy in a country ; and take my word for it, that eitlier 
defeat or success would dissolve us. 

To the Duke of Riohmond. Abraiitee, 17tli Juno, 1809. 

I have been waiting here ever since I wrote to you last, for money, and 
to give the troops some rest after the marches they had hod to the north- 
ward. The money is arrived at Lisbon, but has not yet reached the 
army ; and I shall be ready to march in a day or two. In the meantime 
Victor has retreated, I conclude, upon hearing tiiat we have arrived upon 
the Tagus. 

The Spanish army crosses the Guadiana this day, and when I move I 
shall march upon Plosencia. I rather believe that J oseph must evacuate 
Madrid. 

To Major Gen. Mackenae. Abranlos, lath June, 1809. 

The enemy are retiring across the Tagus ; and it is not by any moans 
probable that tlioy will make any offensive attempt upon our post at 
Alcantara, though not at all unlikely that they might push a patrole timt 
way to ascertain die strength of the corps by which wo hold that point. 
It 18 very desirable, however, dial die greatest part of Col. Mayne's corps 
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should be placed at Zarza la Mayor, with a view to look to the valley of 
Plasencia, and that Alcantara should be held by a small force only j but 
let it be under the command of an officer who will not take fright when 
the enemy look at him from the other side of the river. 

The late movements of the enemy have induced an alteration of our 
plans. 1 propose to move the whole British army into the vale of Pla- 
sencia, as soon as I can get from Lisbon what I want, which is principally 
money ; and the Portuguese troops, with the exception of the legion which 
remains with me, are to go to the northward with Marshal Beresford. I 
do not understand from your letter that the 2 Portuguese battalions have 
moved to Zibreira. If they should not have gone there, they must not be 
moved ; and, indeed, I conceive the position at Zarza la Mayor to be but 
little exposed, and not to require much immediate support. If they have 
been moved, it does not much signify ; they can march to the north from 
thence. 

The 81th and 88th regts. are at Gastello Branco. The hussars were 
halted at Thomar, when it was imagined that we should be obliged to go 
into Spain, between the Tagus and the Guadiana ; but they will now be 
ordered to move on to Gastello Branco. But until the British troops are 
paid, I wish none of them to be moved forward. 

To Lieut. Col. Bourke, A. Q. M. Q. Abrantes, IStli June, 1800. 

I have received your letters of the 14th and 16th, and one from Gen. 
Cuesta of the 16th. I send copies of all these papers, and of my answer 
of this day, to Gen. Cuesta, in the enclosed to Mr. Frere, which I beg you 
to forward. 

The money from Cadiz is arrived at Lisbon, and I expect it here every 
moment. I also expect the shoes and other necessaries for the army, 
which have been an unaccountably long time upon the river. I shall 
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2. The Commander of the Forces is concerned, from reports which have been lately made 
to him of the practice of some of the regiments in the army, to he obliged to desire tlie 
captains of companies to inspect the arms, ammunition, and Hints, in possession uf the 
soldiers of their companies at every parade with arms, and particularly ou the march, which 
takes place ou the morning of a march. 

4. As the weather will now admit of the troops hutting, and they cau therefore move 
together in large bodies, brigades aie to be formed into divisions as follows : 


Guards 

Brig. (jen. Cameroirs brigade 
Hanoverian Lesion , • . . 

Major Gen. HiU's brigade • . 

Brig. Gen. R. Stewart’s do. 

Major Gen, Mackenzie’s brigade 

Col. Donkin’s do 

Brig. Gen. A. Campbell’s brigade 
Col. Peacocke’s do. . . • . 


I 1st Division. 
I 2il Division. 

I i3d Division. 

I 4tli Division.^ 


Lieut Gen, Sherbrooke will take the command of the 1st division ; the senior General 
officers of brigades will respectively take tlie command of the division in which their bri- 
gades arc placed, till the other Lieut Generais will join the army. 

I’he brigades in divisions are to be formed from die right, as placed in this order; 

The divisions will stand in one or move lines, in respect to each other, us will be ordered 
at the time. 

An Assist. Adj. Gen. will be attached to the officer commanding tlie division; an 
Assist Provost will also be attached to each division. 
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wait for none of the reinforcements, although I expect to hear at every 
moment of the arrival of 5000 excellent infantry, and a troop of horse 
artillery ; but I shall march as soon as the money and tlic slioes arrive, 
which cannot be in less than 2 or 3 days. 

In respect to yourself, I wish you to join the army ; but it is very de- 
sirable that I should have an officer at Oen. Cucsta’s head quarters, who 
can talk to him and Gen. O’Donoju confidentially j and I propose to send 
Col. Roche there, who is lately come from England. I should wish you 
to stay till Col. Roche will arrive, unless you arc very anxious to return; 
in which case you will desire Cadogan to stay till he shall bo relieved by 
Col. Roche. I cannot omit taking this opportunity of c.xpressing to you 
how much I am satisfied with all tlie communications I have received 
from you, and with the manner you have performed the service on which 
I sent you. 

To Dom Miguel Forjaz. AbroiitCB, ce 18 Juiii, 1800. 

Comme les nouvelles arrivdes disent que les Franijais devaient entrer h. 
Orense le 14 de co mois, et comme les Gouverneurs du Royaurae von- 
draient savoir les dispositions qui ont dtd faitos pour la defense du Portugal, 
j’ai I’honnenr do vous fairc savoir que toutes les troupes Portugaises sont 
en marche pour arriver sur le Douro, et que le Mardchal Beresford, qui 
va it Lishonno, ira au nord du Royaumo pour se chargor du commaiule- 
ment. 

Quoique lea Franqoia s’avanoent sur Orense, je no crois pas qu’ils aient 
Vintention d’envahir le Portugal par la Galicio. Ils u’ont pas uno force 
suffisante pour cet ohjet, sans abandonner la Galicie et les Asturies eu- 
tiferement ; et s’ils abandonnent la Galicie, la force qu’ils auraient on- 
voyde dans le Portugal serail surement perdue. Le Mardchal Victor 
s’dtant retird pour passer le Tage h Almaraz, je compte mai-cher sur 
Coria a Plaseiicia ; mois je serai toujours en communication avec le Por- 
tugal, et je tournerai it gauche, si je trouve quo I’ennemi envaliit encore 
ce pays-ci. 


To Don Ozogorio Cneata. Abroiitos, 18lb June, 1800. 

I had the honor to receive last night your Excellency’s letter of the 
16th. I agree entirely with your Excellency, tliat the best line for the 
march of the British array is by Plasencia, towards the banks of the 
Tietar, and I propose to put the troops in movement to that quarter as 
soon as it shall be in my power. 

To Marshal Bcrcsfonl. Abrnutea, lOtli June, 1809. 

I enclose a letter for Lord Castlereagh, in respect to the ordnance and 
military stores you require. It appears to me that you have omitted to 
require carriages for tlie carronades; and you might as well alter your 
letter and ask for them. I also think you had better have another copy 
made of the list of intrenching tools required, and leave out the remarks 
at the end. You can get the plank and timber in Portugal. I also think 
that you might get artificers’ tools, iron wedges, coils of rope, junk, iron, 
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steel, tarpaulins, chests of tools, sand bags, ballast baskets, in Portugal, 
and you had better omit them in your list altogether ; as it only swells it, 
and will delay the transmission of other articles more necessary to you. 

P. S. When you shall have made these alterations, forward the letter to 
Lord Castlereagh. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Abrantea, 19th June, 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have received from Marshal 
Beresford, detailing the articles of ordnance and military stores which it 
is necessary should be supplied as soon as possible to this country. I am 
convinced that these articles are necessary, in order to get this country in 
a proper state of defence, and I request your Lordship to have them sent 
at an early period. 


6. O. Abrontes, I9th Juna. 1809. 

2. The Commissary Gen. will take core that all regimental baggage anil stores lodged 
in the stores at Abrantes, for which he will give his receipt, are sent to Lisbon by water, 
and lodged in the regimental stores of the regiment to which it belongs; and his officers 
at Lisbon will take the receipt of the non-commissioned officer in charge of the regimental 
stores at Lisbon, for it. 

5. There are so many cam])laints and references respecting the mules attached to regi- 
ments, that it is necessary again to state in Orders tlie principles on which they are given. 
Rach regiment of iufonliy, consisting of 10 companies, has 1 5 mules, of which one for 
each company is allotted to carry the company's camp kettles, one to carry tlie surgeon’s 
instruments, anil one to carry the paymaster’s books. Captains of companies, paymasters, 
and surgeons, each of whom has received £10 bit money, and is botmd to keep up those 
mules, wliicli were originally given to them by tlie commissariat, as a matter of favor by 
the late Commander of the Forces. One mme is attached to each regiment of infantry to 
carry the intrenching tools, and is, by ditfereut orders, to be in charge of the quarter- 
masters of regiments. 

The Commander of the Forces desires that the commissaries in each brigade will see 
the intrenching tool mules in charge of each brigade tliis afternoon, and that they will 
hereatler see them once a week. 

The mules allotted fur the carriage of intrenching tools are the public property, and 
must be kept up at the public charge. 

Each regiment of cavalry has 14 mules, 8 for carrying camp kettles, 1 for the surgeon, 
1 for the paymaster, respectively, having received bat money fur, and liable to keep up; 
besides these, a regiment of cavalry has 1 mule for the veterinary surgeon, 1 for the Ser- 
jeant armorer, 1 for the seijeaiit saddler, and 1 for the intrenching tools. 

These lost four are the property of the public, and must be kept up at the public expense ; 
they must be taken care of by the persuns for wbuse use they are provided, respectively ; 
and the Commanding officers of regiments will give directions that one of the quaiter- 
mosters may take charge of the mule for the intrenching toiils. The assist, commissaries, 
with regiments of cavalry, will see these public mules attached to regiments of cavalry this 
afternoon ; and in future they will inspect them once a week. 

Commanding officers of regiments of cavalry and infantry are requested to give parti- 
cular directions to the quartermasters, and others in charge uf the public mules, to take the 
greatest care of them, and to see that tliey are applied to no other use than that for which 
they are allowed ; os in many instances the commissary was under the necessity of supply- 
ing the regiments with hired mules to carry camp kettles, surgeons' chests, and paymasters’ 
books, of which the public have been jiayhig the hire ever since. The Commissary Gen. 
is requested, as soon as possible, to supply the officers with purchased instead of hired 
mules. 

6. The captains, BiiTgeons, and paymasters of regiments, which have lately arriveeb or 
may hereafter arrive, in Portugal, from Great Britain or Ireland, or the islands, and which 
have received the allowance colled embarkation money, are to provide themselves with 
mules, for the carriage of camp kettles, paymasters’ books, or surgeons' chests, respectively ; 
and the captains, paymasters, and surgeons of those regiments which arrived from Gibral- 
tar, and have not received the aliowance called embarkation money, will be allowed each 
£31} to purchase a mule for tbeir service. 

x2 
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T/ie A.a. to I'Jtli June, 1800. 

Your sevei'fll Icttcra have been laid before the Commander of the Forces, and I 
am directed to tliaiik you for the accurate information tbo^v contain, wliicli Inis 
been interesting. In expressing bis disapprobation of an othoor going frani one 
line of duty, wbicb 1ms been proscribed, to another, ho did not menu to do it witli 
severity, but only to apprise you, tut well as the army at large, that ho cannot 
countoinuice this being at any tinio done. If permitted, you muatyonraelf perceive 
wliat disorder would arise. Zeal is highly cuinmcndakle, but it may bo carried 
too far. 

To Brig. Gen, Cox, Governor of Almeida. Al)ranlc.i, 20lli June, 1809. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 11th, which I 
received this morning, 

I shall give directions that provisions, bread, flour, and corn, princi- 
pally, and some military stores, for ilic use of the British array, may be 
sent to Almeida, and I shall be obliged to you to have them taken care of 
when they may arrive tliero. They shall go in a regular maimer, and not 
os the barrels of pork, in charge of the serjeant of tlie .'ith K. G. L. 
These appear’ to me to have wandered to Almeida, not knowing where 
they were to go. 

I shall he obliged to you for any intelligence yon may have it in your 
power to send me. Marshal Victor has retired from the Gimdiann, I con- 
clude upon heaving of our arrival upon the Tagus, as part of his ai’iny has 
crossed the Tagus, at Alinaraz. Gen. Gucsta has crossed the Giiadiana, 
and his head quarters wore on the 18th at Majadas. The British army will 
move in a day or two towards Plaseneia, by Gastello Branco and Gorin. 

1 shall be much obliged to you if you will forward Uic enclosed letter 
to the Junta of Citidad Rodrigo, 


To the Junta of Ciutlod Rodrigo. Abrantcg, 30tU June, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving from your Excellencios an account 
of the sums due at Giudad Rodrigo, and in tlie neighbourhood of that city, 
for articles received by the British army, when under the command of 
Sir J. Moore. It is my wish to pay these sums immediately ; hut as it 
will he difficult to transport the money to Ciudad Rodrigo, I should bo 
glad, if equally convenient to your Excellencios, to pay it to any agent 
you might appoint to receive it at Lisbon. If, however, this mode of 
payment should he inconvenient to your Excellencies, 1 shall send a gen- 
tleman to Ciudad Rodrigo to pay the demand. 

To Don Gregorio Cuesta. Abrantes, 20lh Juno, 1809. 

As Lieut. Col. Bourke has concluded the business on which I sent him 
to wait upon your Excellency, and as he fills a station in this army of 


G. O. AhniiiU’s. StUh .Tuiio, IHOO. 

1. 'When the trooi» mareh witli a rmitc, it must be inrnrialJy fi]a'cilicil, in tlm riiiili', 
where they are to got proviBione ; and they are to reoeira iirovifiioiiB aecording to what in 
stated in the runle. The comniissaries attached hi lirigades utid reginieiils of cavalry must 
nut issue provisioiis to traa|is marching with a route, unless it is speuiiled iii the route that 
they are to do so. 

2. As the supply of caltlo is not now plenty, ail the triions in the imls, luid fowiis of 
Ahiantes and Funliete, and tlie neiglibuuring oaiitonmcnts, will he supplied with suit meat 
for a few days. 
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which it is desirable that he should resume the duties, I have written to 
him to request that he will return ; and I send Col. Roche with this letter, 
with whom I understand you are acquainted, and who has received marks 
of your favor. As it may be convenient to your Excellency that a 
British oiScer should attend at your head quarters, in order to communi- 
cate to me your wishes, and to explain to your Excellency such circum- 
stances as I may have to communicate, I wish Col. Roche to remain with 
you to accomplish these objects. 


To Vice Alim, the Hon. G. Berkeley. Abmntea, lUt June, 1S09. 

Having received the orders of the Sec. of .State to send the 20th light 
dragoons with their horses to Sicily, I shall be much obliged to you if you 
will give directions, that transports may be prepared for them, and that a 
convoy may be allotted to take them to Sicily, as soon as they shall be 
embarked. The A. Q. M. G. at Lisbon will acquaint the Agent of trans- 
ports with the number of men and horses to be embarked. I have also 
received the directions of the Sec. of State to send to England by the 
first opportunity a detachment of the 3d hussars, K. G. L., without their 
horses ; and I shall be obliged to you if you will give directions that this 
detachment, of the strength of which the A. Q. M. G. will acquaint the 
Agent of transports, may be embarked in any of the empty transports 
returning to England, 

I have sent orders to Lisbon that the 48th and 61st regts. may join the 
army as soon as they are prepared to march, by being provided with the 
mules, &c. which they require. I have directed that they may proceed 
by water as far as Valada ; and I shall be very much obliged to you if you 
will give directions that such assistance in the way of boats as the Navy 
can afford may be given to them. 


To Vice Adm. the Hon, G. Berkeley. Ahrantes, 2l8t June, 1809. 

I recoived last night your letter of the 19th. I fancy the 27th regt. 
was obliged to march, because the Commissary could not procure boats 
for their conveyance, and that they could not procure boats because they 
have, till lately, had no money to pay the boatmen. I shall be very 
happy to receive any suggestions from you through Major Berkeley, on 
this or any other subject. 

I have written to you about the 20th dragoons, the hussars, 48th and 
61st regts. 

Lord Castlereagh, in a letter to me, expresses some anxiety respecting 
the employment, of the horse ships in the transport of the sheep. I am 
very sensible of the pains you have taken to establish for us a good water 
communication with Lisbon, which is indeed a most desirable object. 

P.S, I enclose a report from the A. Q. M. G. at Lisbon respecting the 


G, 0. Abrantra, Slat June, 1809 

6. The General Hospifal at the Convent of S. Antonio, at Ahrantes, being now ready 
for the recention of sich, the surgeonB of regimenta may send such of their patients there ne 
axe not likely to do well in cantonments ; but they ore previously to be inspected by the 
staff surgeon of the divisions, as none can be received into the general hospital without hm 
approving siginiture. 
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mode of disembarking horses in the Tagus. The ofBcers of the cavalry 
have before mentioned the same subject, which deserves attention and 
requii-es reform. Probably the best thing to do would be to put tlie 
horses into our own flats, or the largo counti-y boats, from the ti-aaisports. 

To Marshal Beresford. Almuites, aisl, .Tunc, 1800. 

I have considered of the means of supplying you immediately with 
intrenching tools, and I find that I can give you what is slated in the 
enclosed paper, marked No. 2 in pencil, if Villicrs will give a receipt for 
them ; and as to the first you received for this place, I enclose the receipt 
of the officer of Engineers here for them, which Villicrs ought to keep. 

P.S. I signed an order similar to the enclosed. No. 3, for the tools 
given to Capt. Patton. 


To Lieut. Col. Bourke, A. Q. M. G. Abrontes, 21st June, 1800. 

I received in the night your letter of the 19th inst. Col. Cadogan has 
informed me of your objects respecting yourself; and although I shall be 
sorry to lose your assistance at this critical moment, when you have 
diown that you are so capable of assisting mo materially, I cun do no 
more than express my regret at your departure. It is im})UBsiblc for any 
man to pretend to give an opinion upon the feelings which induce you to 
take the atop which I so much regret. Before you leave Gen. Cuesta’s 
head quarters, however, I wish you to got information for mo upon some 
points, by which my operations, and indeed those of all the Spanish corps 
which will co-operate with us, must in a great measure bo guided. 

I enclose a paper containing queries, on which 1 wish you to obtain as 
much information as you can from Gen. O’Donoju. If tlie two corps 
under Victor and Sebastiani should join, my opinion is, that they will 
give battle on this side of Madrid; more particularly if there should he 
any position in the country which would afford them any advantage. I 
should rather suspect this to be their intention, as I observe that the 
French corps in Galicia have not yet made any movement, which would 
induce me to believe Uiat they intend to evacuate that country ; and yet, 
if Victor and Sebastiani withdraw beyond Madrid, the French corps in 
Galicia must leave that kingdom, otherwise Victor ami Sebastiani will 
not be able to hold their ground. 

The first queries are directed to the possibility of an action on this side 
of Madrid. If they do not fight on this side of Madrid, where will they 
find a position north of that city ? The next queries are dh'ccted to that 
point. 

Lastly, they will certainly defend the Ebro os long as they con ; and 
the last queries are directed to this point. 

My object in these inquiries, is to be able to make up my own mind, 
and to recommend to tlie Spanish officers such a disposition of onr forces, 
at an eai’ly period, and to combine our march in such a manner, as that, 
whenever wo may have to attack tlie enemy, we shall not have to lialt, 
and alter our disposition immediately in his front, and thus give him a 
knowledge of our intentions. It is time that I have liad no groat en- 
couragement to recommend any thing to the Spanish officei-s, Init still I 
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shall not fail to communicate to them my opinion upon the plan for our 
operations. 

My determination upon the line of march which I shall take from 
Plasencia must depend much upon the answers to these queries. For 
many reasons 1 should think it best to take the line which would lead me 
nearest to the Portuguese frontier, particularly if the enemy are likely to 
retire to the Ebro. If Gen. Cuesta had not determined to pass with his 
corps on the other side of Madrid, my opinion is, that his corps, as well 
as Venegas’, ought to leave that cily on their right; that the pressure of 
the whole army ought to be on the enemy’s right ; and our object to be, 
in hurrying them from Madrid, to cut off their communication with the 
corps in Galicia. However, if Gen. Cuesta and Venegas leave Madrid 
upon their left, I must march by the Escurial, or insulate myself entirely 
from them. 

Memorandum of Queries. Abrantes, Slat June, 1809. 

1. When the French corps under Victor and Sebastian! shall join near 
Toledo, and be reinforced probably by the French garrisons in Toledo 
and Madrid, is there any defensive position they could take up ? Is such 
a position afforded by the Guadarama or the Manzanares, throwing their 
left upon the Tagus ? 

2. What is the nature of the country between the Guadarama and 
Manzanares ? What the nature of the banks of those rivers, particularly 
the upper part of the former ? What the nature of the banks of the 
Tagus between them ? Any fords or other passages ? 

3. Are there any roads leading from Plasencia or Talavera, and of what 
description, to the upper part of the Guadarama? 

4. Supposing the enemy to retire beyond Madrid, upon being threat* 
ened with an attack by the 3 combined corps, under Gens. Cuesta and 
Venegas and myself, could the mountains of Castille afford him any de- 
fensive position ? 

5. What position would be most probably taken up by the French 
army in those mountains ? 

6. Wliat are the commonly used passages through them from the south- 
ward, in the whole extent of their range ? 

I. What the nature of the country on this side? and of the different 
passages through them ? 

8. What the nature of the country after passing them ? 

9. Supposing the enemy to retire at once to the Ebro and take up his 
position upon that river, his object would be most probably to secm-e his 
communication with France. With that view what position would he 
take up P 

10. Is the Ebro fordable in the whole length of its course ? 

II. Where the principal passages? 

12. The nature of the bonks generally ? 

13. The nature of the country on both sides ? 

14. What Spanish corps are there in Valencia, Murcia, Aragon, and 
Catalonia, which might be brought to co-operate in a general movement 
upon the enemy ? 
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To Brig. Gen. CntniiWl. Alminlcs, 21st. June, IROO. 

I have received and perused the proceedings of the General Court 
Martial, of which you are President, on the trial of ''* * * *, private 

soldier of the 29th regt. of foot, ‘ fur mutiny, and for attempting to shoot 

Ensign , of tlio 88th regt.,* and I am concerned that I cannot agree 

in opinion with the Court, that the prisoner ought to ho acquitted. l)if. 
fering as I do in opinion with the Court Martial, it is my duty to state 
the grounds of tiiat diireroncc of opinion, and to request that the Court 
will revise their sentence. 

Tt appears that tl\e detachment of troops to which Ensign , of the 

88th regt., and private ’t' « * belonged, were on their march to- 

wards Leiria ; and that on the 4th May, between Carvalhos and Leiria, 

Ensign , in consequence of orders from his superior officer, Lieut. 

1? j of the 36th regt., endeavored to heep order in the detachment, 

and pushed, and even struck * * * », who, anmng other soldiers, 
was pressing forward to the front, out of liis place in the ranks. That 
the offence having heen repeated, he repeated the chastisement ; and that 

then tlie soldier went to the rear, muttering something whicli Ensign 

could not understand, loaded his firelock, and came again to the front, 
threw his firelock from his right hand into the left, and was in the act of 

firing at Ensign , when he was stopped by ])rivatu L , of the 

88th regt. 

It appears by the evidenec of serj. T , of the 88th regt., that 

• * « repeatedly refused to form in his place in the ranks, whicli 

was the cause of Ensign striking him. 

It appeai-a by the evidence of private P , of the .'iOth regt., that the 

prisoner loaded his piece on the road ; and the prisoner dcchu'cs himself 
that he loaded it (though for a different jiurpoBe) on ‘ that day ’ oi; the 
march, and it appears by the evidence of other witnesses who saw the 
charge drawn that it was loaded witli ball cartridge ; and by that of serj. 

T that the piece was primed ; and that he, the serjeant, as ‘ acting 

Serjeant major of the detachment, had never heard of any order given to 
load, nor did it ever come under his observation that any pieces were 
loaded.’ 

It appears by the evidence of Ensign , that private * * * » 

having loaded his piece, had it on the recover, when he turned round and 

saw him. Serj. T saw him ‘ coming up nearly as fast as he could 

walk, with his firelock nearly in the position of the port. Some person, 

when he came near to Ensign , called out to him (Ensign ) to 

take care, as that man’s piece (meaning the prisoner’s) was loaded. The 
witness then saw the prisoner bring his firelock nearly to the level, when 
it was seized.’ 

It appears by the evidence of private L , of the 88th regt., that he 

saw the prisoner ‘ coming from the rear, with his firelock nearly at the 
position of the charge, with his thumb upon the cock j that the prisoner 
was going at the time faster than tho other men ;’ and it appears that this 

same L , of the 8Sth regt., was the person who, having boon called 

to by the other men, seized his firelock, and prevented tho jirisonor from 
executing his purpose. 
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From this statement of the evidence, I conceive the crime of mutiny, 
refusing to obey the officer’s orders, and that of attempting to shoot 
Ensign , to he clearly made out ; and there is no contradiction what- 

ever of the evidence, no justification and no pretence stated on the part 
of the prisoner, excepting that he heard that day on the march that the 
French were in the neighbourhood. But there is one circumstance stated 
in evidence which tends to confirm the proof of the crime ; and tliat is, 
the fact that tlie soldiers of the detachment, at the time, believed that it 

was the intention of private * * * * to shoot Ensign . From the 

length of time which has elapsed, and the variety of occurrences which 
have taken place since the 4th May, they might have forgotten some of 
the circumstances that occurred, which, by being now related, might have 
thrown light upon the transaction ; but the Ensign, the serjeant, and the 

private L , agree in that fact, that the soldiers of the detachment, who 

saw private * * • * come up, imagined that he was about to endeavor 

to kill Ensign , and they put the Ensign on his guard. This fact 

tends to confirm all the other evidence. 

In respect to the' fact stated to me by your sui-geon, that private 
***** is insane, I have to observe that there is no proof whatever of 
its existence. It might not be necessary to prove it, the prisoner being 
acquitted ; but if the Court should agree in opinion with me, upon the 
revision of their sentence, that the prisoner ought to be convicted of one 
or both of the crimes charged against him, it will be necessary that means 
should be taken to ascertain whether he is insane. 

To the Hi. Hun. it. Villicrs. Ahrantes, SUt June, 1800. 

I received last night your letter of the 20th. ■ I am much concerned to 
hear of the distress of the Portuguese troops ; more particularly as it is 
out of my power to relieve it at present, excepting by the repayment of 
those sums of money which our troops received from their Paymaster 
Gen. j and of any sums (I know of none) that we are said to have re- 
ceived from the provincial treasuries. If I give any of tlie money I now 
command, not only will the British army be unable to move, but it must 
starve where it now is, as J cannot gel either supplies, or boats or carts to 
move supplies from Lisbon, witknvt money. 

The British government appear to me to have undertaken more in this 
country than they can manage ; and I am concerned that I have it not in 
my power to make up for the deficiency of supplies which they have fur- 
nished for the service. 

I have asked for £200,000 every month, in which sum I have included 
the estimate of a sum of £40,000 a month required by you for the Portu- 
guese troops. If you should require more, die supply must be increased 
in proportion ; this in addition to the money which can be got at Lisbon, 
Cadiz, and Gibraltar, for bills. Besides this a sum of money must be 
sent from England to pay the arrear due to the Portuguese government. 

I expect from England £100,000, of which sum you may take £50,000 
for the Portuguese government, when it shall arrive ; but I cannot allow 
any more to be allotted for this service, or any of the money which may 
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be got fov bills at Lisbon or elsewhere, without exposing to want, or oven 
imminent risk, the King’s troops under my commiiml. 

Mr. is arrived, but is so unwell that 1 cannot speak to him. Ho 

has always bad a gentleman at Lisbon charged with the business of nego- 
tiating his bills ; another at Gibraltar, and another at Cadiz. The mis- 
fortune is that this gentleman, like many otliers attached to this army, does 
not appear to me to be very equal to the performance of the duty which 
he has undertaken. 

To W. IIiiBkisson, Eaq., Secretary of the Treasury. Abratitoa, 22il Jniie, 1809. 

Upon referring to tlie instructions of the Treasury to the Commissary 
Gen. with this army, it appears to me to have been understood by their 
Lordships that it was intended that the Commissariat attached to the Por- 
tuguese array was to be conducted under the orders of the Commander in 
Chief of the British army, and its expense to be defrayed by tlie British 
govcniment; and upon iJiia ground I imagine that their Lordships thought 
proper to order tlie Commissary Gen. to furnish the Commissary Gen. 
of the Portuguese army with instructions ; and that the accounts of the 
latter should be examined by tbo Commissary of Accounts attached to the 
British army. I request you, however, to apprise their Lordships, that 
tbo Portuguese army have long had -a Commissariat adapted to the nature 
of Uio country, and managed by persons who have long been employed in 
its management, probably at less expense to tlie govenunent than it would 
be managed under rules established by their Lordships’ authority. All 
that is required is the assistance of some persons belonging to the British 
Commissariat, to conduct the business under tlio Portuguese government 
according to the rules established for that branch of their service ; and to 
make rules to prevent the clashing of the officers of the Commissariat of 
2 armies acting in tlie same countiT-, and for the mutual payment for 
supplies fuinished by the one to the troops of the other nation. 

I have the honor to oncloso an aiTangcmeiit, which 1 propose should be 
adopted on tliis subject, if it should meet their Lordships’ ajiprobation. 
I have submitted it to the Ambassador and to Marshal Beresford, who 
entirely concur in it ; and I have ordered Dcp. Com. llawliiigs to place 
himself under the directions of Marshal Beresford, in order that ho may 
superintend the Portuguese Commissariat under this arrangement. 

There are 2 points which require an explanation in the arrangement ; 
the one, the difference of the price of the ration ; tho other, the mode of 
payment for magazines delivered by tlie British Commissariat for tlie use 
■ of the Portuguese army. 

The cause of the difference of price is that tho Portuguese ration is 
smaller than that delivered to the British soldiers ; and I have arranged 
this mode of paying for magazines, because I have understood it to be the 
wish of HU Majesty’s government, tlint all stores delivered to tho Portu- 
guese government should be in tho way of subsidy, and should read) 
them with the knowledge and through the moans of the Ambassador. 
If their Lordships should approve of tliis arrangement, it will ho neces- 
sary that they should cancel tho 30th article of' tho Instructions to tho 
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Commisaary Gen. and the 35th of the Instructiona to the Commissary 
of Accounts. 

Iiluuioraucluiii of an airangement for tlie Portuguese Commissariat. 

Abiantes, 10th June, 1809. 

1. The Portuguese Commissariat, whether superintended by a British 
Dep. Commissary or by a Portuguese Commissary, must be solely and 
exclusively under the direction of the Portuguese government and the 
Commander in Chief of the Portuguese army. 

2. When the British and Portuguese armies shall be joined, or when 
the troops of the one nation shall pass through the cantonments occupied 
by the other, the Commissary Gen. of the Portuguese army will com- 
municate with the Commissary Gen. of the British army respecting the 
proportion of the supplies of the country to be allotted for the Portuguese 
Commissariat, and the quarters from whence to be drawn. The arrange- 
ments upon these occasions must necessarily be made by the Commissary 
Gen. of tlie British army. 

3. The requisitions upon the country for mules, horses, carriages, and 
boats, are to he regulated in the same manner. 

4. When the detachment of the troops of the one nation shall act with 
the army of the other, the Commissaries are to pay for the rations they 
will receive at the following rates ; that is to say, the Portuguese Com- 
missary Gen., for every ration issued to the Portuguese troops, 9ti. ; and 
die British Commissary Gen., for every ration issued to the British troops, 
Is. Rations to horses and mules to he paid for each at the rate of 2s. 

5. When the British Commissary Gen. shall receive magazines or sup- 
plies of any description from the Portuguese Commissariat, he is to pay 
the Portuguese Commissary for them, at the rate at which the same 
description of supplies can be purchased in the country at the same time. 

6. All magazines and supplies of every description, given by the Bri- 
tish Commissary Gen. to the Portuguese Commissariat, are to he delivered 
under the orders of the British Commander in Chief ; and the receipt of 
the Ambassador must be taken for them, and his bill upon the Lords of 
the Treasury for the amount of the value. 

The value to be settled according to the price of the same articles in 
the country at the time. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Abraiites, 32d June, 1809. 

I judge from your letter to me, from one which I have received from 
the Admiral, and from a letter from Cooke to your brother, that govern- 
ment are not pleased with our having allowed the transports to go to 
Cadiz to take to England the Merino sheep ; and as I was, I believe, the 
first mover in this business, in Portugal at least, I wish to let you know 
what I did, and from what motive. 

Mr. C. Johnstone wrote to me a letter, which I received at Ruivaes, 
about a month ago, to tell me that he had got the sheep in question, but 
that he was afraid that he should lose them, unless we could lend him 
some of our transports to carry them home early in the summer. At this 
time I saw clearly that we should not want the transports in order to 
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evacuate Portugal; aud I sent Mr. Johnstone’s letter to the Admiral at 
Lisbon, and told him that I thought all the 3 months’ transports might 
be sent home ; and that as it was certainly a national ohjoct to get home 
the Spanish sheep, I saw no objection to allow 8 of tlie 3 months’ infantry 
transports to go to Cadiz to convey them home, on condition that Mr. 
Cochrane Johnstone should pay for tlieir liire from the time they should 
sail from tlie port of Jjisl)on for this purpose. 

Mr. Frcre aftorwai'ds made a requisition for transports to carry home 
2000 sheep for His Majesty ; and tlie Admiral having represented this 
circumstance to me, and having stated that 8 trans])orts could carry only 
a small number of sheep, I consented to his sending 2.5 of the 3 months’ 
ships. I fear that the Admiral sent horse ships instead of infantry ships 
on this service, which arrangement might bo inconvenient. But if he 
sent infantry ships, I acknowledge that having received instructions to 
send home 3 montlis’ shijis as soon as I thought they could be spared, 
without risk to the King’s troops, in order to save the expense of their 
hire to the public, I thought I could not better answer that purpose than 
to get rid of the e.xpon8e at JAsbon instead of in England, by consenting 
to an arrangement which would accommodate an individual, and was 
likely to be advantageous to the public. I must add, at the same time, 
tliat I am not even acquainted with Mr. Johnstone. 

To Lieut. Col. Gordon, Military Secretary, 22d .Tmip, 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter (No. 1) which I have received 

lately from Staff surgeon : in consequence of which, not having had 

ttii opportunity of visiting the hospitals at Coimbra, when 1 passed through 
that town, I directed Major Gen. Cotton, who was still there, to visit them, 
and make a report on the state in which he found tliem. I have the honor 
to enclose his report (No. 2). 

I trouble you with these papers, not because I am apprehensive that 
tlie Commander iu Chief, or the head of the Medical de])artmunt in Eng- 
land, should listen to the reports of any inferior olllcer to the ])rcjudice 
of his superior. If we are fit to he trusted with the cdiargo with which 
we are invested, our characters are not to be injured by defamatory re- 
ports of this description. But I am aware that there are not wanting in 
England channels for circulating defamation of this kind ; and I am 
desirous of laying before the Commander in Chief, in the most authentic 
form, the original complaint, and the real state of the case os it was found 
to be upon inquiry. 

I understand that Staff surgeon was sent home some time ago, by 

the late Commander of the Forces in Portugal, in consequence of a com- 
plaint from the head of the Medical department here, and because he is a 
person of that description of temper with which no other person could 
agree. Notwithstanding that ho was sent home by Sir J, Cradock, he was 
sent back by the Medical department in England to this country ; and, 

considering that it was still desirable that Mr. should not servo with 

the army in Portugal, I lately ordered that he should return to England, 
with the sick and wounded prisoners of the French array. This drew from 
him a remonstrance, to which I paid no attention, excepting to desire him 
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to obey the order he had received, and then it appears that he commenced 
his inquiries into the conduct of his superior oflScer, Dep. Inspector Fer- 
gusson. In respect to this gentleman, I must say that I never saw him 
till I met him on my arrival in this country, and that I have had every 

reason to be satisfied with his conduct. In respect to Mr. , I shall 

be obliged to the Commander in Chief if he will prevent his being sent 
back to Portugal. 

To Uie Rt. Him. J. H, Frere. Abronfes, 32d June, 1809. 

I enclose my late letters from Col. Bourke, and my answers, and the 
copy of a letter from Gen. Cuesta. 

I am sorry that Col. Bourke is coming from the Spanish head quarters ; 
and 1 fear that I shall lose his assistance altogether, as he wishes to go to 
England, and even to retire from the service. 

To Marshal Beresford. Abrantes, 22d June, 1800. 

I enclose you a letter from Fletcher. You will probably be able to 
discover the cause of the discontinuance of the works at Lisbon. If you 
have no workmen, however, you cannot want our officers ; and I should 
wish to have them again. 

To tlie Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Abrantes, 23d June, 1609, 

I am concerned to forward to you an account of another British soldier 
put to death by the inhabitants of the country in the neighbourhood of 
Santarem, upon which I beg to refer you to my letter of the 13th inst. I 
am concerned to add that 2 soldiers of the Ith regt. were wounded in this 
neighbourhood a few days ago, by 2 inhabitants of the country ; and that 
I have reason to fear that others, now missing from the camp near this 
place, have been killed by them. 

To Vise. Cnstlereagb. Abrantes, 23d June, 1809. 

I have tlie honor to inform your Lordship that I have ordered the 
detachment of tlie 20th light dragoons, which has been in Portugal, to 
embark for Sicily, with all their horses ; and that I have ordered to Eng- 
land, by the first opportunity, the detachment of the 3d hussars, which 
was left in Portugal when the regiment marched into Spain last year. I 
have drafted the horses from the 3d hussars to the 14th light dragoons. 

The 1st batt. 48th regt., and 1st batt. 61st regt., are arrived at Lisbon; 
and the 2d batt. 30th regt. are gone to Gibraltar. The 2d batt. 9th regt. 
are ordered to Gibraltar to replace the 61st. 

I propose to send to England the 2 battalions of detachments, as soon 
as I shall be joined by Col. Robert Craufurd’s brigade. 

To J.’Murray, Esq., Commissary General. Abrantes, 22d June, 1809. 

I conceive that it is consistent with your instructions, and at all events 
it is desirable, that you should procure as much money at Gibraltar as you 
can for bills upon England, at the rate of exchange of Lisbon, or at any 
other reasonable rate. I conceive that you ought to endeavor to make 
the merchants pay the freight, but not to insist upon this as a sine qu& 
non, as it is most important to get money in any way. 
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To Vise. Coslloreagli. Abrantoa, 32(1 .fune, 1800. 

When I wrote yon Inst I was in hopes that I should have marched before 
this time, but the money is not yet arrived. Things are in their progress 
as they were when I wrote on the l*Jtli. The French are continuing their 
retreat 1 Sobastiani has also fallen back towards Toledo i and Venegas has 
advanced, and Cnesta had his head quarters at Truxillo on the liJtli. 

I am apprehensive that you will think I have delayed my march unne- 
cessarily since my arrival upon the Tagus. But it was and is quite im- 
possible to move without money. Not only wore the officers and soldiers 
in the greatest distress, and the want of money the cause of many of tlie 
disorders of which I have had reason to complain ; but we can no longer 
obtam the supplies of the country, or command its resources for the trans- 
port of our own supplies, either by land or by water. Besides this, the 
army required rest after their expedition to the frontiers of Galicia, and 
shoes, and to be furbished up in different ways ; and I was well aware 
that if necessity had not obliged me to halt at the present moment, T 
should have been compelled to have mode a longer halt some time hence. 
To all this add, that, for some time after I came here, I believed the French 
were retiring (as appears by my letters to yonr Lordship), and that I 
should have had no opportunity of striking a blow against them, oven if I 
could have marched. 

I hope that you will attend to my requisitions for money ; not only am 
I in want, but also the Portuguese government, to wliom, Mr. Villiers 
says, wo owe £125,000. I repeat dial wo must have i,*200,000 per 
month from England, till I write to you that I can do witliout itj in 
which sum I include .£40,000 per month for the Portuguese government 
to pay for 20,000 men. If the Portuguese government are to receive a 
larger sum from Great Britain, the sum to bo sent to Portugal must bo 
proportionably increased. Besides this, money must bo sent to pay the 
Portuguese debts and our debts in Portugal. There are, besides, debts 
of Sir J. Moore’s army still due in Spain, which I am called upon to pay. 
In short, we must have £125,000 ; and i £ 200,000 per montli, reckoning 
from the beginning of May. It is very extraordinary that I have not re- 
ceived a line from Huskisson upon this subject, notwithstanding that I 
wrote to him upon it early in May. 

P.S. I hope you will send the remount horses soon. I have given to 
the 14th and 16th 95 horses from the Irish Commissariat, and I believe I 
shall give some to the other regiments. This arrangement, and the draft 
from the 3d hussars, will keep up the regiments for a short time. But it 
is inconceivable how fast both the horses of the cavalry and artillery fall 
off. When horses, as well as men, are new in war, I believe the former 
are generally the sacrifice of their mutual inexperience. I hope we, shall 
profit by the experience acquired in tlic expedition to the northward, and 
that we shall be able to keep up the regiments rather bettor in future. 

71m A.O, to Mqjor Aylmer, 7Ath regt, 32il June, 1809. 

I have the Commander in Cliicf 's directions to dcsiro that the men of the d.lth, 
87th, 88th, and 31st regts. now in town, or who will join yoti from camp the day 
after to-morrow in the morning, are to proceed under your command, by a route 
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you will receive from the Q. M. G., to join their regiments. They are to receive 
provisions for 3 days here, except wine, and at Cortipada to carry them to 
Castello Branco. 

You are to march the detachment every morning at 4 o’clock. Yon are to go 
at the rate of miles an liour j to halt for 5 or 10 minutes at the end of every 
hour and a half; to keep every man up, and the men regularly formed. You 
will make the officers and non-commissioned officers march with their respective 
divisions on the march, and you will make the officers responsible that no man 
shall fall otit of the ranks. 

You will report to me in detail, on your delivering over the detachments to 
their regiments, that you have obeyed these orders ; likewise any absent men. 

To Marshal Beresford. Abraiites, 23d June, 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 21st. The question respecting Sil- 
veira’s advance is a very delicate one : in the first place, it involves the 
Portuguese troops necessarily in the desultory operations of Romana in 
Galicia; secondly, there is no ground for calculating relative force or 
numbers, on which any solid plan of operation could be founded. In the 
same letter in which Romana asks for these reinforcements, he tells you 
that he wants every thing, arms, ammunition, and provisions ; and yet he 
wants you to unite yourself to this deficiency of means, to carry on an 
operation in Galicia. You can only lose by entering into it. At the 
same time, I think that Spain has some claim upon Portugal, on the 
ground of Cuesta’s operations, when Portugal was threatened by the 
French corps at Alcantara. It may he said that we shall remunerate 
these claims by our advance into Spain at present ; but I think we ought 
to do more than is expected from us. 

I am decidedly adverse to our engaging in the loose, desultory opera- 
tions in which Romana appears to delight. They can answer no purpose 
excepting to disorganise your troops ; they will not answer to us even the 
ends to which he appears to aspire ; for when we come to engage in them, 
it will very soon he found that we are doing nothing. My opinion is, 
that you should call upon Romana to state what his object is, and what 
his means of accomplishing it, and what the force of the enemy opposed 
to him. You might tell him that our intention was to remain on the de- 
fensive in the north of Portugal, and to employ the time in the discipline 
and organization of the troops which should elapse while the British army 
would be engaged in co-operation with Gen. Cuesta, in forcing the enemy 
to evacuate the south of Spain. 

That these objects, from which we shall not depart, may be combined 
with his, and we may consistently he able to give him assistance ; pro- 
vided his objects and means are clearly explained and defined. If you 
get from him a clear explanation upon these points, and that all he in- 
tends is to hold a little of Galicia, I see no objection to your giving him 
the assistance of 2 or 3 battalions and some squadrons under Silveira, 
which would as effectually cover Portugal in Galicia as in Portugal itself. 
But it will he rank madness to enter upon an offensive plan in Galicia at 
present ; and indeed I conceive that we must make up our minds to lose 


Q-. O. AbranteBi 88d Juiie« 1800. 

4. D. A. A. Ga., D A. Q. M. Ga., majora of brigades, and aidea de camp, will be allowed 
forage for 3 horses and I mule from the date hereof. 
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for future operatioiiB the corps which Silveira will, under this arrange- 
ment, have under his command. We certainly derive some advantage 
from Bomana and his operations, but I coneeivo none that would com- 
pensate for the loss of the discipline and organization of our troops. I 
cannot but observe that it is curious that Romana should now call for 
assistance, when he stated to me that he found the Portuguese army so 
undisciplined, and in such a state of disorganization, that he incurred the 
risk of a quarrel between the two nations by slaying with them ; and 
tlierefore he quitted them without furtlier notice, as lie appears to intend 
to do now. 

Do as you please about my aide de camp. The best thing for him 
would be to consider his promotion to the rank of Lieut. Colonel of 
Militia as one step, viz., that of Captain ; and now to give him the rank 
of Major in the Line. However, do as you like, and adhere to your own 
rules. Col. Peacocke is gone to command at Lisbon : I shall send you 
a copy of the instmetions given to him. Our money, which left Lisbon 
on the 1 5th, is not yet arrived 1 

To J. Murray, E>q., Comminsary General. Abruntes, 23(1 June, ISOO. 

I have just received your letter of this day’s date, respecting the sup- 
plies of money to he procured at Gibraltar, 

There is no doubt but that the moat advantageous mode for the public 
will bo to negotiate bills at Gibraltar, as it is probable that those who 
prefer to buy bills at Lisbon will send Uicir money there, so that you 
will have the advantage of both modes. It is true, however, that if the 
merchants at Gibraltar send their money to Lisbon, the exchange at 
Gibraltar will very soon rise to the Lisbon rates. I rccomtncnd to you 
to send to Gibraltar your bills, to be negotiated by your assistants there. 

I do not believe you have authority to give your assistant the power of 
drawing on the Treasury j and if you had, I do not see what would bo 
gained by negotiating his bills instead of yours. 

To Col. Peacocks, Lisbon. Abnuilus, 23il Juno, 180!), 

As there is at Lisbon a Portuguese Lieut. General in command of the 
troops, it is necessary that you should lay before him all orders that 
you will receive from me relating to the British troops and establish- 
ments at that place, and report to him all measures tlmt you may take in 
consequence. 

To Col. Donkin. Abrantes, 23(1 Juno, 1809, 

I have received your letter of the 21st. I am delighted with your ac- 
count of the 5th bntt. 60th regt. Indeed every thing that I have seen and 
known of that excellent corps has home the same stamp. 

I am astonished that it did not occur to tlie Commanding officer of the 

2d batt. regt, that their oi-moror would bo useful to the corps on 

service, and that he could be of no use any where without his tools. I 
am really ashamed of such ignorance in a British officer of what it is 
necessary to attend to, to enable his men to be of any use whatever. Lot 
the armorer be ordered to join the regiment forthwith. I am afraid 1 
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have no arms to give this corps. Lot me have an official report upon 
their accoutrements, that I may send it to England. You must let me 
know the exact quantity of ammunition which the 2d batt. — regt. 
requires, and it shall be supplied. But it is really necessary to impress 
upon the minds of the officers the necessity of looking after the arms, 
accoutrements, and ammunition of their companies and regiments daily, 
otherwise they will do nothing against the enemy. I shall try to borrow 
armorers, but I doubt whether the artillery have any. We have no arms 
or accoutrements. I approve of your discontinuing the hourly roll calls ; 
and you may discontinue them entirely when you think proper. 

I have sent provisions to Castello Branco. The regiments have made 
requisitions for shoes, I presume, in the quantities they want. Those for 
which they have made a requisition will be delivered to the officers, who, 
I conclude, will be here this day, under the G.O. of the 20th. 

P.S. If I had known that the 2d batt. i*egt. had been in so bad a 

state, I should have sent them to Gibraltar instead of the 9th ; and if they 
do not soon improve, I shall still send them there : an unserviceable regi- 
ment is of no use here. 

I see that the hussars are arrived at Castello Branco. If you find that 
you cannot forage them in a body in that town, separate them into half 
squadrons, and put half a squadron in each village in the neighbourhood, 
either forward or backward, or on your flanks. They must eat green 
forage if they cannot get dry, according to ray orders of the nth June. 

Keep the forge carts, and let all the shoeing work go on at Castello 
Branco. 

2d P.S. Since writing the above I have received your letter of the 19th. 
Measures shall be taken to send to your brigade the bill hooks, intrenching 
tools, and the camp stores wanting to complete, according to their requisi- 
tions on the Q. M. G. made under the G. O. of the 8th June. 

Let Lieut. Col. Talbot’s squadron of the 14th be put into the place 
where it is most likely to get forage and corn, reporting to me where it is. 

All the men belonging to your brigade which are here shall march to- 
morrow morning. 

To Major Gen. Cotton. Abrantcs, 23d June, 1809. 

I wish that you and Hill should be made Lieut. Generals in Portugal, 
but as tliis promotion will remove you from your brigade of cavalry, I do 
not like to recommend it without your own consent. I shall be much 
obliged to you, therefore, if you will let me know what you feel upon the 
subject. With you^ objects in the cavalry I should recommend you not 
to move. Payne, has just been here about your forage. We could move 
one regiment to Torres Novels, and get the other upon the river j but this 
would not get you grain : and if you went to GolegSlo, you would be in 
an unhealthy situation. Besides, it would be a move which I conceive it 
desirable, for your shoeing, &c., to avoid just at this moment. 

They have blundered the business of our grain in such a manner that I 
do not know whetlier we shall get it ; but I shall make arrangements this 
day to send you the first which comes. I refer you to the G. 0. of the 
17 til inst. respecting green forage. There is no want of it about Thomar ; 

VOL. III. v 
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in its present state it is neai’ly as good as hay and oats together, and you 
must cut whatever you want. In the mean time I shall send you grain 
as soon as any can he procured. 

To Ilia Hi. lion. J. Villicrs. Abmutes, 23(1 Jnno, 1809. 

I am sorry to have to inform you that Lieut. B , of the (Kith, was 

shot in a duel some days ago, as is sup])n8od, hy Lieut. D , of the 

same regiment. I enclose you the report of persons who viewed the body 
of Lieut. B after he was dead, and the proceedings of a court of in- 
quiry into the circumstances which occasioned the duel, Capt. M , 

Lieut. D , &c., are now in oi-rest; and if the government of the 

country think proper to order that they should be tried by the tribunal of 
the country, tliey shall be given up : if not, I shall give directions that 
they may be tried by a General Court Martial. 

P.S. I beg you will return the enclosed oi-iginal papers. 

To Vise. Cnsilereagh. Abrantes, 23d June, 1800, 

I omitted to inform your Lordship yesterday, that, having received a 
letter from Gen. , in which he has, in my opinion, suiEciontly re- 

tracted his erroneous military notion, as stated in his letter of thelOlh May 
to Gen. Beresford, I have consented to allow him to continue with the 
army, and have re-appointed him to command a brigade. 

r/i« A.Q. to Brig. Qtit. A, CumjiboU, 23d .Tune, ISO!). 

I am divootod hy the Camraandor of the Forces to nccpiaint ytm, in rt'])1y to 
your loiter and cnclosnro from — — , that ho cannot, under present eircmnstom'cs, 

g rant leave of absence to offleovs, under very urgent ailliirs, uiiloss the nature of 
le afitiirs is statod, so as to enable his Excellency to judge of the imperious iicces- 
sity of the case. 

TheA.O. to Col, Doiikhi, 23d June, 1809. 

In reply to your letter enclosing the Court Martial on , of the — th vugt., 

I am diveoted by the Ccnnuittiuler of the Forces to say, that he cannot hut tliinic 
his punishment essentially necessary for the v(!ry reason yon state ns an imlnce- 
ment to remit the same. It is general example that is wanting and desired ; and 
if British soldiers have imbibed such ideas, and have pcriniltcd tlicir morals to be 
so corrupted, as not to know there is harm in absolute robbery, his Excclh'iicy 
thinks it is a most lamentable refrectien for him in the conunnnd of tliis army. 
The Commander of the Forces regrets the sentence was not put in oxcentinn, ns 
awarded, by the drummers of the garrison under your orders ; but, notwillistandiiig, 
he has ordered the same to be carried into cfiect to-morrow at camp. 

Memorandum ibrthe Officer oommaiidiiig the Artillery. Abrantes, 2UIi June, 1800. 

It is desirable, with a view to the future operations of the army, to form 
a depdt at Almeida, consisting of 1,200,000 rounds of musket ammuni- 
tion, 200,000 rounds of rifle, 800,000 rounds of carbine, and 200,000 of 
pistol ammunition, and 100 rounds for each gun of the four brigades of 
6 pounders, and the brigade of 3 pounders, whitsh will move with the 
army ; besides such stores as the ofGcor commanding tho artillery may 
deem necessary in a forward station of tltis description. 

The mode in which tliis depfit must he formed is, that the stores must 
be embarked in a schooner or schooners at Lisbon, willt the necessary 
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number of conductors of stores and artillerymen to take charge of the 
stores and proceed to Oporto. From Oporto they must go in boats by the 
Douro to Lamego, and from Lamego in carts to Almeida, by a route which 
the Q. M. G. will furnish. 

Directions will be sent to Col. Trent to give every assistance to forward 
the stores by boats to Lamego, and to have carts procured at Lamego to 
move the stores from thence to Almeida, and to furnish a guard of Por- 
tuguese troops to accompany them. 

To Marslial Beresford. ALrantcs, 24th June, 1809. 

I have written to you fully about Silveira’s operations j and I have now 
to answer your letter of the 22d inst. in respect to the soldiers of the 
Buffs. I certainly ordered all soldiers absent from the Buffs to join, upon 
a representation from Col. Muter. The form and words of the order 
I know nothing about; but people are not unwilling to detain men 
when they have them ; and I dare say the order was peremptory. I gave 
the order because the men have now been absent from their regiment 
3 months, because that time was full long enough to drill any thing on 
which they could have been employed, and because men of that descrip- 
tion are now wanted by the Buffs to drill their own recruits lately come 


G. O. Abrantev SUhlune, 1S09. 

1. The fVequent iiregularitieg which occur on the march of tlctachmentt of convales- 
cents, or recruits to join their regiments with the army, reuiler it necessary to publish the 
following regulations : 

2. All detachments must march by a route from the Q. M. G.’s department, in which 
they will be named, the places at wtilch such detachments will receive provisions, and 
from wliom. 

3. Tlie Commanding officer of each detachment on its march, must take care to send 
forward notice to the person from whom the provisions ore to be received, of the arrival of 
the det.ichnicnt, and of its strength. 

4. It is to be understood that when 2 or more days’ provisions are issued to the troops, 
they are not to receive at the same time, 2 or more days' wine. It has already been ire* 
quently explained in orders, that wine forms no part of the soldier's ration ; it will be 
delivered to them when it can be procured, and when it cannot they must go witliout it. 

6. When a detachment will move, the soldiers must be formed into divisions, and 
officers and nnn-commissioned officers roust be posted to eocli division. 

The orders of the 29th May must be particularly attended to by the oificerB posted to 
divisions; and they must exert themselves to prevent the repetition of the complaints which 
are so disgraceful to the army. 

6. A detachment must universally march at daylight in the morning ; the officers and 
non-commissioned officers must march with the divisions to which they are pasted, end 
must prevent the soldiers falling out of the ranks and straggling. The detachments must 
march at the rate of 2^ miles on hour ; one halt must be made for 9 or lU minutes at 
die end of every hour and a half. 

7. Officers commanding detachments are to report their progress to head quartets by 
every opportunity. 

8. A communication between head quarters and all jiarts of Portugal is to be carried 
on through Lisbon : all officers, having occasion to write, must send their letters by post, 
under cover, unless specially ordered to do otherwise, to the town major, Lisbon, from 
whose office a courier will be dispatched daily to head quarters. 

9. Whenever an officer ig sent from any of the bospitals, or Liahon, in the command of 
a detachment of convalescents or recruits, he is to be furnished with a copy of these orders, 
and on his arrival at head quarters, he will report specially that die orders in the 3d, Stb, 
and Gtli articles of diis day's orders have been carried into effect. 

10. The number of horses, for which staff officers are allowed to draw forage, having 
been increased by the orders of the 23d inst., it is to be understood that they are to do all 
duties required from them by means of dieir own horses, unless when required to go and 
relum from a place at a greater distance from fheir station than 30 miles. 
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out. I particularly struck out of the list of men, to bo called in, Col. 
lllunt’a seroant i but when the Commanding officer reprcscutud to mo that 
ha had more servants than were allowed by the orders of this army, or by 
the standing orders of his regiment, I could not avoid ordering the over- 
plus to join tlieir corps, 

I propose to give the best drilled of the 7 battalions coming to Portugal, 
in order to assist in your drills, and to cidl oil’ all the other privates and 
Serjeants you have got. 

Col. Campbell, of the , came to me the other day, and wanted to 

join his regiment, saying ho had accepted his command in the Portuguese 
service only at the moment Portugal was threatened by invasion, and that 
he wished now to resign it. I refused to allow him to do so ; but if the 
question of rank should be settled, as I expect it will, it may probably be 
proper to allow him to resign the command of his brigade. 

Notliing detains me now but Uie non arrival of tho money. It will 
hardly be believed, and I am ashamed to toll it, that the money which left 
Lisbon on the 15th of this month is not yet arrived ! 1 

To Major Gon. Mackciiiiic. ‘ Alirimtos, 2.5lli June, 1800. 

I have received your letter of the 2.Sd. I hog that you will let Mr, 
Downie know that I am perfectly satisfied with the activity with which he 
has done his duty, and sensible of the advantage, in a military point of 
view, which I have derived from his late reconnaissance into tlm vale of 
Plasencia. 

My objection to his conduct wiia founded upon his own report, written 
in pencil on the letter from Col. Grant, upon the military principle, that 
the only proper place for any military officer was that to which he was 

G, O. AlmtnIflH. S&th Jmui. ISOS. 

2. Faymnstors of regiments at Abruiilcs oni) in tho Imts, mill all iilltuors iit lliii itriny, iir 
others to whom luiy money is iliic, wliotlicr iiii nccuunt iit claims Tur losses, wliiuh claims 
have been before the Board of Claims, for liorsi's sliot for tlie gliimlors, or on any oilier 
account^ are to cull on the Paymaster Gen. tliia alleriiooii, wliere the former will receive 
payment for the subsistence of their rcsiioctive regiments to llie 2‘llh June, and all tlie latter 
what may be due to them. 

4. The accounts of the soldiers of the army to the 2‘ltli Juno luusi ho settled and signed, 
and balances paid on this day and hr morrow, and tliiise in camp i to lliose at a disluiice 
on the following days. General ofllcers cooimaiiiliug brigades are requested In see this 
order carried into execution. 

7. The troops in tho huts are this day to apply to tlie Q, M. G. for ordors on tlie Com- 
miaaory Gem’s stores, for the camp Uettlcs, oanteeiis, haversacks, and hill liooks, for whicli they 
have made requisitions under tho orders of tho 8th iiist. ; Gen. Sherbrooke’s division will 
receive the same articles os they will pass through Abrantes on the 2711) j tlie same articles 
will be sent to Gai. Cotton’s bri^de, and the inlaiitry' of Major Gen. Mackenzie's division. 

8. The allowance of intreiiohing tools is to be only S siiades, 5 shovels, 6 pickaxes, and 
5 felling axes, for each battalion of infantry } 8 siiades, 8 shovels, 4 pickaxes, and 4 felling 
axes for each regiment of cavalry j and tlie requisitions will he oorrecled accordingly, 

9. The Deputy Inspector of hospitals will give directions for the formation of the hos- 
pitals at Abrantes, upon the prliicipfe that all the men likely to conlimio sick for any length 
of time ate to go to a general hospital, whicli is to bo Ibimed under tlie care of a sniHcient 
number of surgeons of each brigade. 

J'he Commander of the Forces is under tiio iieoi'ssily of again requesting tlie attention 
of all tho officers of the army to the sh iot ohudiciice of tho orders iHsiieil, jiartiouhirly to 
those respeoting supplies of provisions, carta, boats, &o. It is again positively iVithid to 
any ouwt to stop supplies going to any jiai'tof the army, or to iiress lioata, or carriages, 
excepting under the dimctions of a commissary. Tho commissariat drivers attached to 
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ordered. However, I am not irreconcileable upon this or any other sub- 
ject ; and I am quite convinced that Mr. Downie did what he thought best 
for the service, and that a gentleman who feels a censure so sorely will 
take care not to incur the risk of receiving another. 

To Manhal Beregfurd. Abrantes, 25th June, 1809. 

When I wrote to you yesterday I had not referred to Stewart. I find 
now that, notwithstanding I had. observed the irregularity of Col. Blunt 
having 3 servants from the ranks, I specially directed that none of them 
should, and not one of them has been ordered to join. 

Your ammunition that is here will be of use to us, and I propose to take 
it. I shall give you in return 200,000 rounds of musket ammunition, and 
if you choose to have it at Aveiro, I can give you an order upon a trans- 
port in that harbour for that quantity. 


The .d.O. to the Ren, N, S. Seynumr, lAsben, 25ih June, 1800. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to acquaint you, in reply to your 
letter, that it will be necessary to know the dates of the several appointments of 
chaplains before they can he inserted in Orders. When you favor me with tlie.se, 
there shall be no delay on my part. 

With regard to your wish of remaining at Lisbon, the Commander of the Forces 
directs that one chaplain must remain there to do ell duty in the city, and at the 
hospital, and at Belem : all the remaining chaplains must join the araiy. The 
senior chaplain must fix on the chaplain that is to renoain at Lisbon. 

To Brig. Qen. Cox, Governor otAlmeida- Abrantes, 29th June, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2Sd inst. I have 
directed the Commissary Gen. to have prepared and laid in store at Al- 
meida a quantity of biscuit for die British army, and the Commanding 
officer of the artillery to send there a quantity of ammunition and military 
stores. I request you to receive into the fort of Almeida what may be 
lodged there for our use. 

P. S. I have likewise received your letter of the 21st. 

To Lieut. Col. Bourke, A. Q. M. G. ^ Abrantes, 26th June, 1809. 

I have received your letters of the 2lBt and 23d ; and I have the plea- 
sure to inform you the army will march to-morrow morning, the money '■ 
having arrived yesterday ; the advanced guard will be at Zarza la Mayor 
on the 2d July, and the infantry of the army on the 4th and 5th. There 
will be some difficulty in moving the cavalry on account of the want of 
forage; and one regiment has not yet arrived from Lisbon. But the 
whole will move forward to Plasencia as soon as possible : indeed I do not 
propose to make any halt till I shall arrive at that place. I strongly re- 
commend to Gen. Cuesta to risk nothing till I shall be at hand to give 
him assistance. 

To the Bt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Abrantes, 26tb June, 1809. 

I enclose the last two letters I have received from Col. Bourke, and my 
answer of this day. 

I shall not go into Spain as strong ns I could wish, or as I expected, as 
3000 men are not yet arrived. But I think it better to move with the 
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troops I have, having received the money, than to delay my march for one 
moment after I am enabled to commence it. 

I conclude that Col. Bourke has given me the character which ho has 

heard of Seuor ; hut I hcg you will holiovo that if I should find it 

correct, I shall bo convinced you hud no knowledge of tliis <iliaracter 
when he was sent; and, at all events, I shall have no prejudice against 
Scilor . 

I shall be very nnich obliged to you if you will send mo any topogra- 
phical or geographical information respecting Spain which can be pro- 
cured at Seville. I partieularly wish to have 3 coi)ics of Lopez’s maps, 
which I request you to send me by any messonger who may come. 

To ViBO. Caatloreagh. Alivanfes, 2GlIi June, 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Brig. Gen. the Hon. C. 
Stewai't, in wliich he desires that Major Waters • should bo attached to the 
department of the Adj. Gen. of tlio British army. I am etjually aware 
with Brig. Gen. Stewart of the advantages which tho public would derive 
’* The lata Majiit Gen. Sir J. Waters, K.G.R. 


Q, O, Almintus, Uiali June, ISOS. 

1. Tlie Coitimandcr of the Farces desires that the Irriops sliinild always iiiiircli at day- 
liglit, ill order that lliay may reucli the gnnuul nt os early an liimr iw may he pninlicable ; 
he is also desirous that they should hut every ilay j anil it is to ho imderstuud tliiit they arc 
to hut Invut'ialily where there Is wisid cunvcnirully situated^ in rel'ereuee to water. This 
wood, however, must not ho olive trees, or other vnlmihlo fruit trees, 

2. The order (No. 6 of the Sd May) in nMisnl to men liiloin sick on the innrch, refurring 
to tho order (No. U of the 24lh April) by tlie lute (loinmniider of jhn Fore-es, is connter- 
matided ; the Gumniiuidci' of tho Forces loung eoiiviriccd that, from circiinisiniiccs, it is iin- 
isnsible to carry it into cxecvitinn. 

3. In future, the General olllcers onmuinndiiig divisions and hrigndcs will direct, that 
men taken sick uiioii a inarch may be carried on till orders will lie given for forming a 
general or brigade liuspitul. 

4. The lints at present ocenpied by Major Gen. Tilson’s brigade ore to be occupied as 
homtals by the sick of llie dltferent regiments to bo lelT in lirigade hospital. 

o. The staff surgeons attached to dirisiiHis will make tho distribution of the lints to the 
different brigades, and will onler a sufllcient iiiimlier of surgeons fiom euuh lirigiide, to 
remain in the huts to attend tho sick. This order is not to ]ircveiil tho surgeons of those 
brigades which have already got lioapltals in the town of Alirimtes IVom coiitimiing to 
occupy them. Surgeons of regiments are to innfcc reiiuisitiims on the purveyor’s stores fur 
bedding for the sick, in the projiartiun of a blanket for every patient in tliii lints. 

6. A sufficient number of officers and non-cominissiuiicil officers IVuin eanli brigade are 
to be left in charge of tlio sick at Ahrantes, according to tho ordois of the 19lh May and 
2d June. 

7. The officers commanding companies are at all times to leave with (he siirgeiiiis in 
charge of hospitals in which tho men are lelt, the amount of the hospital stupruiges of Od. 
per diem for each man left behind, from the day the men will enter tlie hespital to tlie fol- 
lowing 2dth of the mondi, as soon as passible after the 2'llh uf every niniith. The snrgcuns 
in charge of hospitals arc invaviahly to send In tho jsiymiisters of regiments, by tlie mode 
of conveyance pointed out in the orders of the 24tli iiist., tlie iii'cniiiit of sloptHiges fur 
the men of each regiment who have been in llio hospital under tlieir ehurge since tlie 2‘ll1i 
of the preceding month, accoi’diiig to the printed form. No accumits of stoppages nmst bo 
sent to England in future, 

8. A few tents having arrived, Ihiise officers who have made known their wishes to have 
them under the orders of the 24th May, No. 3, are to apply to the (J. M. G., who will give 
orders upon the Commissary Gen. for tliom. 

0. Complaints linviiig been made by tlie Iiionl, Gononil coniiniuidiiig tlie cavalry, by 
Brig. Geii. Fane, and liy Liuilt. Col. Lord E. Boinorset, ciimmiiudiiig the 4tli driiguims, to 

whioh regiment Assist. Commissory is altuoliiKl, of bis nogleet of duly, of incftpiuiity 

to perform his duty, and of his making false voiiovts to Lieut. Col. I.ord E. Simierset} 

Assist. Commissary is dismissed Item bis office os Assist. Commissary. Mr, — — is 

to bo released from arrest, and is to quit the army. 
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from the employment of the services of Major Waters with the depart- 
ment of the Adj. Gen. ; but as Major Waters has been promoted to the 
rank of Major, in order that he may serve with the Portuguese troops, [ 
have considered myself precluded, by the principle on which British 
officers were allowed to serve in the Portuguese army, from selecting any 
officer so allowed and promoted for that purpose for any staff situation in 
this army. Upon looking over the list of the officers appointed to the 
Portuguese service, particularly the first appointed, your Lordship will 
observe the names of some whom it would he most desirable to employ 
upon the staff of the British army. 

Adverting to your Lordship’s recent directions to me to employ Major 
Roche, of the Portuguese service, with the Spanish armies ; and observing 
that Major Carroll is still employed witli the Marques de la Romana, I 
should wish to know whether I am to understand that I am at liberty to 
employ Major Waters, or other officers appointed and promoted to serve 
in Portugal, in any other manner excepting with Portuguese troops ? 

To Vise. Castlewagh. Abnmtes, 26tb June, 1809. 

As Lord W. Bentinck is employed, I imagine, in Germany, and Gen. 
Spencer’s health is in such a state as to prevent him from joining, and 
Gen. Paget must necessarily be absent for some time, it is desirable that 
I should have some officers appointed to be Lieut, Generals in Portugal, 
to take the command of divisions. 

Gens. Cotton and Hill, two Major Generals of this army, are senior to 
Gen. Beresford; and it would bo desirable that they should be made 
Lieut. Generals in the Peninsula, if only to place them in their proper 
situations in the British army relatively with that officer ; and indeed I 
am obliged already to employ Gen. Hill in the command of a division of 
infantry. If Major Gen. Murray had not quitted the army, because he did 
not choose to serve with it, Gen. Beresford, having been made a Lieut, 
General in Portugal, although junior to him, I should likewise have re- 
quested your Lordship to have him appointed as Lieut. General. 

To Marshal Beresford. Abrantes, 27th June, 1800. 

The money having arrived, the army marches this day. I have re- 
ceived from you 3 letters of the 24th, and one of the 25th. 

1 shall speak to Col. Fletcher respecting the employment of Capt. 


G. O. Abrantes, STth June, 1809i 

3. A guard of 1 seijeant and 0 dragoons from Brig. Gen. Fane's brigade to be attached 
to the Paymaster Gem's mules during the march ; they are to report themselves and receive 
instructions from the Paymaster Gen. ; 1 corporal and 2 private dragoons to be attached to 
the provost guard, which, witli all the prisoiieis, will move with the head quarters of the 
army. 

10. Assist. Commissary having expressed his concern for the neglect of duty of 
which he has been guilty, and Lieut. Gen. Payne having expressed a desire his conduct 
should be looked over upon this occasion, and that he should be reinstated in Iris office ; Uie 
order of yesterday respecting him is countermanded, and he is to return to his duty as 
assist, commissary attached to the 4th dragoons. 

Tlie Commander of the Forces, however, hopes Mr. — — will show by his attention to 
his duty in future, that he merits the indulgence of Lieut. Gen. Payne; and lie hopes that 
the example of the dismissal of Mr, ^ for the neglect of duty, will operate as an example 
to all the ofiicera of the commissariat. 
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Chapman willi the array; but I rather holieve that hia huaiiipss havinff 
been interrupted in conscquonee of the terror oeeasioiied by Viutor’a 
movement to Alcantara, ho has not finisliod what 1 sent him upon. If, 
however, we should not want him at Lisbon, I shall call him to tho army, 
as you do not require his services, and you shall keep at Lisbon tlu' 
Lioulonaut of the Gennaus, 

I should wish you to delay, if possible, all arrangements vespeetiug the 
rank of tho Hnglish officers till 1 shall receive the answ(w to my letter of 
the 1th inst. I think it probable that none of tho officers whose uami'S 
are mentioned in the letter from the Commander in Chief, of the Isl June, 
will come out before that answer shall arrive. But if they should, at 

least if tliey are all of the same stamp with Col. , yoji wouhl he inucli 

better without them, as he is the person who was obliged by Sir J. Moore 
to retire from the — th regt., for incapacity in’ the last campaign. 

If Mr. Rawlings has not been already directed to place himself under 
your orders, ho shall bo so in the G. O. of this day. I shall speak to the 
Commissary Gen. respecting tho 3 clerks to be appointed assistants, and 
you shall have them, if he can spare their services. Mr. Belson shall 
be ordered this day to place himself under your orders. 

I don’t recollect whether I sent home tho return for your saddles. If 
I did, the letter wont to yourself, I believe. 1 think you had bettor send 
to Cooke, in a private letter, the amended return which was sent home 
by mo. Toll Cooke also to take care Uiatyimr saddles are made with 

narrow trees. I shall order Cnpt. , of the Oth, to place himself under 

your orders. 

’s conduct appears, hy your account of it, to ho very had. These 

people are so much accustomed to trick, that they cannot refrain from it ; 
and they have recourse to it now to acquire popularity, in the same man- 
ner as tlioy did formerly to acquire Court favor. There is only one line 
to be adopted in opposition to nil trick ; that is, the steady straight line of 
duty, tempered hy forbearance, lenity, and good nature. 

The goveniment having published ’s letter, you (am have nothing 

to say to him upon that ground. But you ought to call upon Ibn govern- 
ment to furnish you with the original, or with official cup{(!s of the re- 
ports from which they have published. You ought then to call 

to account : 1st ; for having mode any report to the govornraent in- 
stead of to you, his superior officer : 2dly ; for the difference between bis 
report to goveniment and bis reports to you : and 3dly ; for his deviations 
from the truth in his reports to government, in respect to his operations, 
at which you were present. Having received bis answers upon these 
subjects, you ought to publish an order to forbid any officer to make a 
report to any superior authority, e.xcepting through the medium of his 
immediate Commanding officer ; and you ought to point out tho varia- 
tions, the inconsistencies, and the falsehoods in the report made by , 

as tho cause of the order at that moment. I think that hy these' means 
yon will give a cheek to tho propensity of those' gontlemon to niuleavor to 
acquire popularity at your expense, by trick and falsoliootl. I would in- 
sert in this order, or in tbo correspondence, no severity or asperity, only 
a plain and short abstract of the facts. 
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I have not got (but I will got) a return of our medical gentlemen at 
Lisbon ; you shall have all the assistance of tliis kind that I can give you. 
I think that the French ai-e drawing out of Galicia, and it is not imiwa- 
sihlo hut that they may lake a look at Braganza os they pass by. I con- 
clude that that place is dismantled, as all the other Portuguese places are. 

You are acquainted with my opinion respecting the position for your 
coriis, in case tlie enemy should move to his left; that is, that you move 
to your right upon an inner and of course a smaller circle, being con- 
vinced tliat they are moving from Galicia into Castille. You have done 
quite right, therefore, to halt your corps upon the Douro, at Coimbra 
and Guarda. In respect to the place for assembling them, you must re- 
collect that your object is twofold ; first, to organize and discipline your 
troops; next, to observe the motions of the enemy, and to cover and 
secure, by your appearance, your numbers, and your reputation, the en- 
trance into Portugal, which may at the moment be threatened by the 
enemy. In choosing your position, you should take care not to put your- 
self too forward towards the enemy, otherwise you may be interrupted in 
yom- measures for obtaining your first object ; and indeed you may put 
to risk the security which you might give to the country if you were at 
a greater distance from diem. 

In respect to me, I conceive that, at present, whether you march a day 
or two farther one way or another, it can make but little difference to my 
operations. You must depend very much upon the movements of the 
Fi’ench.' If they should hang about the Guadarama in strength, I must 
move that way ; if not, I shall certainly go upon Segovia, and, in doing 
so, I shall try to keep as near the Portuguese frontier as possible. 

I have already told you that you shall have the best of the new batta- 
lions coming out. Would you like the 2d battalion of your own regi- 
ment? I shall likewise try to send you some riflemen. 

To Vise. Castlereagl). Abrirates, 27th June, 1809. 

The money for which I have been waiting arrived here on Sunday, and 
the army has marched forward. Our advanced guard will enter Spain at 
Zarza la Mayor, on the 2d July. 

The French retired from Almaraz on the road towards Madrid on the 
24th ; and Gen. Cuesta was at the bridge of Almaraz on the same day, 
and was making arrangements to cross the Tagus. Sebastiani was retiring 
towards Toledo. He was, on the 22d, at Madridejus, and Venegas at 
Villorta. 

It is unfortunate that I couH not march 10 or 12 days ago ; but just to 
show you the uncertainty of all communicalions in this country, and, 
probably, the deficiencies of our Commissariat, I shall mention that the 
money which arrived on the 1 5th at Lisbon, and was sent off immediately, 
did not arrive here till late on the 25tli. It is the same with every thing 
else. On the day I determined to move into Spain from Abrantes I 
ordered every thing that could be required for the army, and I have not 
had occasion to add to or to alter the original order ; yet the articles ordered 
ai'e not yet arrived, notwithstanding that there is a water communication 
froto Lisbon, and officers and others come up in 5 days. I believe much 
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of this delay and failure is to he attributed to the want of oxjierience of 
our Cominissai'iat; much to the wwit of money, and to our discredit in 
Portugal, on account of our large and long owed debts j and something 
to the uncertainty and natural diilicultiea of all Uio comniuiiications in 
Portugal. 

We shall not go into Spain quite so strong as I could wish ; hut when 
Craufurd’s brigade arrives, I think wo shall have nearly 20,000 U. and I’, 
of infantry, and about 3000 cavalry. I sluill desire that a weekly shite 
may be sent to your Lordship, that you may see how wo really stand j for 
I observe it is frequently imagined in England that armies arc much 
stronger than they really are, and expectations are formed which cannot 
be realised. It is a most difficult task to keep up numbers, particularly 
of cavalry, in this country and climate. The brigade of heavy cavalry, 
which has not yet done a day’s duty, is obliged to leave hero nearly 100 
horses j and tlie brigade which has been to the northward is so much 
reduced, tliat tliey are happy to take 110 horses of the Irish Commissariat. 
I hope, therefore, you will send us the remount as soon as you can. 

Tim A.Q. to Dr, Thiim/mn, hidmn. 27lh Jiiiic, ISO!). 

1 am directed by the Cinnnmiider of the Forces to ncqimint you tliiit iho (ioiieral 
Hospital Stuff and hospital stores of the army are nearly exhaiiati'd hy Iho fonmi- 
tioa of so many hospitals j ami that the army is now marching forward wilhout a 
disnosnhle Medical oflierr, ora hhuiket to cover a sick man. 1 liav<>, therefore, to 
call your constant attention to the wants of this army, both as to Medical Stall' 
and hospital sturcs, as also proper oilluers of the I’nrveyurs’ de])artnienl ; ami it is 
essentially necossary that llie dlifercnt domiuids made by tlio Inspector (ion, 
here, and the supplies he has pointed out, should bo forwarded to their dusliiiutiou 
with the utmost expeditieu. 

To Major Gen. Mackensie. Cui'ti 9 nda, SSSlIi .Tunc, lf)UP. 

The Commanding officer of the 24th regt. has, I am sure, contrary to 
your orders, and certainly contrary to mine, left llie sick of his regiment 
here, without money, without non-commissioned oflicers, and without 
giving them over to tlio officer of the Slst regt., left here in charge of 
tlie sick of the 31st. The 24th regt. have money, I know, in advance, for 
the subsistence of the regiment to the 24th July ; and I desire, as soon as 
possible after the receipt of this, that officers may he sent over hero with 
subsistence for the sick of their companies to the 24Ui July, at Ihl, per 
diem, according to the G. 0. j and that these officers sliould deliver their 
men regularly over to the charge of the officer of the 31st, loft with the 
sick of the brigade ; likewise the proportion of non-eommissioned officers 
ordered to be left with all sick, according to the G. 0. 

I shall he very much obliged to you if you will let mo know any cause 
that may have come to your knowledge for tlio desertion by its inlnihitants, 
and plunder, oven to gutting, of Cardigos. 

To Col. Pcaoooko. Corllfwla, 28lli Jniia, 1809, 

' I have desired that Col. R. Crnufurd’s brigade, consisting of the 43d, 

. 52d, and 95th, may move to join the army as soon os tlicy may bo 
equipped and in readiness to march, as also a troop of horse artillery, ex- 
, jpeet^d at Lisbon from England. In moving these troops, yoii will, of 
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course, use the water communication as far as Valada, if Col. Craufurd 
should approve of it. 

It occurs to me that it might be a convenience to the horses of the horse 
mtillery, particularly just after they are landed, if the artillery, and car- 
riages, and stores belonging to the troop were sent up by water, even as 
far as Abrantes. But, in doing this, great care must be taken to provide 
for the payment of the boatmen the whole way up to Abrantes; and that 
proper measures are adopted at Valada to transship the artillery eai’riages, 
&c., from the large boats used in the lower poi-ts of the Tagus, to the 
smaller ones used in the upper parts. If you will speak to the Admiral 
on this subject, I am convinced that he will give you every assistance • 
and you will allow Col. Craufurd to decide whether diey shall move by 
land or by water, if the artillery should cpme out and are to march with 
him; or the Commanding officer of the troop, if they should come out 
and are to march alone. 

Besides the troops above mentioned, I expect from Ireland and the 
islands 1 battalions of infantry, one regiment of cavalry, one troop of 
horse artillery, and 300 artillery horses. You will direct the battalions 
of infantiy to equip themselves immediately for the field, according to the 
orders of the army. You will send me up the returns for bit and forage, 
if they should not already have received that allowance this year; and you 
will direct the Paymaster Gen. at Lisbon to make such advances upon it 
as the officers of the regiments may require to put themselves in a state 
of equipment fit to take the field. I desire that these regiments may be 
encamped on the high ground immediately above and behind Belem, 
where they are to remain in readiness to move till I shall send tliem fur- 
ther orders. You will inspect each of them on their arrival, and make a 
particular report on their state as soon as possible, in order that I may 
determine whether I shall call them to the army or not. 

The cavalry and horse artillery expected are likewise to send up their 
h&t and forage returns, but I do not at present intend to call these corps 
immediately into the field. I beg that the stables at Belem, Alcantara, 
&o., may be washed, painted, and whitewashed, for the reception of those 
horses and of the 300 horses of the artillery. All these are to remain at 
Lisbon till further orders. 

To W. H«ski83on, Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. Cortiqada, 28th June, 1809. 

The money which had been sent to Cadiz to he changed arrived at Lis- 
bon on the 15tli, and with the army on the 25th; and we marched yes- 
terday, having been obliged to halt nearly 3 weeks for want of money. 
Our distress for every thing has been very great indeed, and has been 
produced by the want of money. After all, the sum which we have received, 
and that which we have lately got for bills upon England, will not do 
more than pay tlie army their arrears to the 24th of this month, and to 
keep in hand a sura of about £30,000 to begin with in Spain, leaving all 
our debts in Portugal unpaid. I trust that you will have attended to 
my first requisition for £100,000, and that that sura will arrive soon, and 
that you will have made arrangements to send to Portugal £200,000 every 
month. 
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It will bo bettor for govra-ninoul, in every view of the Biibject, to re- 
linquish tbeir operations in Portugal ami Spain, if tlie country cannot 
afford to carry them on. The gentlemen of tho Coinmissarint are very 
new ill their business, and I am not without groiiiidsof comjdaint of their 
want of iiitolligence ; but I believe tlicy do their best, and I shall not 
complain of them. I dismissed one assistant, Mr. ‘j -1 days ago j but 
I have cancelled the order for his dismission, upon his iiromise of greater 
exertion in future, and upon the request of the General olllcer who had 
complained of him. 

We shall want some more assistants with the roiiiforconimits coming 
out : tliore are several sick at Lisbon, and as our operations extend, wo 
ai-e obliged to detach tlic Commissaries to a greater distance. 

To Major Gen. Mnckcnzic. Sarzotlas, 20th .Tmic, 18U0. 

I am sorry to tell you that I have passed a broken cart, laden with in- 
trenching tools and other baggage, belonging to the 31st regt., in charge 
of a Serjeant’s guard, in the pass on tliis side of Sobreira Formosa. A 
mule is allowed for die intrenching tools of each regiment, which ought 
to be employed in no other manner. If he is sick, it might be excused 
putting die intrenching tools on a cart; but tho cart ought not to have been 
loaded with three times more baggage than it could carry ; and, above all, 
no guard ought to have been loft with any baggage. The serjeant of tho 
guard is taken sick, and is at the river at the bottom of the pass. 

Whenever an order is disobeyed, lui officer must be sent to set matters 
right again. I therefore request you to send an officer of the 31st, with 
a cart, to bring up the intrenching tools and the sick sorjoniit, and nothing 
else, and then to return to-morrow with Uio party to Ciistollo Jlranco. 
1 shall be obliged to you to tell the Comuiissary, that, having put on dm 
carts S casks of flour instoad of 2, a groat number of the carts have broken 
down between Sobreira Formosa and Uiis place. I roipmst, that iinine- 
diately on the receipt of tliis note he will send off 20 empty earls, with an 
officer of the Commissariat. He will meet at the river at the foot of the 
pass the officer of the Slst, in charge of tho convoy, who will let him 
know where the different carts liave broken down, and where the casks of 
flour ore ; and 1 beg diat only 2 casks may he placed on each cart. 

As you have so many men absent who are not likely to join you till 
to-morrow, I have no objection to your halting to-morrow at Castollo 
Branco, if the Commissary should think that he can give you aiiolhcr day’s 
provisions, without interfering wifli the supply of threo days for the other 
divisions, as they shall come up. If, however, that siqiply should he likely 
to run short, you must march according to your route. Col. Donkin’s 
brigade might as well halt if you do, if it can he done without incon- 
venience, as I observe they have many things behind. 1 sliall bo at Cos- 
tello Branco to-morrow. 

To J. Murray, Esq., CommiBsary Gouornl. Ciistello Hiuiuio, 3(llli June, IfiOl). 

I have received information that the Itamimond lias brought from Eng- 
land about 300,000 dollars (i:c.’),000) ; and the Niohu £00,000 in Spanish 
doubloons, £50,000 in Portuguese gold coin, and £50,000 in dollars, 
inaldng a total of £225,000. 
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I beg that the disposal of tliis money may he made as follows : the 
£(30,000 in Spanish doubloons are to come up to the army in charge of 
Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd’s brigade. I desire that an efficient arrangement 
may he made to supply carts or mules to move this money. The loads 
must not he made too large, not more dian 2001hs. for a mule ; and the 
drivers must receive rations in the same manner as soldiers, deducting 6ii. 
for each ration from their pay. If they should require rations of forage 
for tlieir cattle they must have it j hut a proportionate reduction must be 
mode in the rate of their hire. 

Mr. Villiers must have for the use of the Portuguese government such 
sums as he may require, not exceeding £80,000, which may be paid him 
in the Portuguese gold coin, or in dollars, in their proportion in the 
military chest : and I beg that you will give directions that £50,000 of tlie 
sum which will remain in the chest be employed in the discharge of the 
debts due on the road from Oporto to Coimbra, Leyria, Thomar, and 
Abrantes. The remainder, or £35,000, must remain in the military chest 
at Lisbon till I shall give further directions for its disposal. 

I beg that you will continue to make every exertion in your power to 
procure money for bills upon England, at Lisbon, Cadiz, and Gibraltar ; 
and that you will give me a return every Monday of the sums received 
for those bills, at any of the three places. 

P.S. I enclose a letter from the Junta of Castille, from which it appears 
that they have deputed Don Ant. Palacios and Don Vicencio Ibarra to 
receive the sum of money due to the town of Ciudad Rodrigo by Sir J. 
Moore’s ai-my. I beg that you will give directions that this sum be paid 
to those gentlemen at Lisbon, when they shall ask foi*it. 

To Vice Adm. tlie Hoii. G. Reikelry. Gastello Bnmeo, 3Dth June, 1 609. 

His Majesty’s principal Sec. of State having intimated to me the wish 
of His Majesty’s servants, that I should send home the transports now in 
the Tagus, if I should not require their services, I have the honor to inform 
you that it is my opinion that all the transports now in the Tagus may be 
sent home without inconvenience, vrith ^e exception of 5000 tons of 
transports for infantry, of the coppered ships. 

I some time ago gave directions to die Commanding officer of the artil- 
lery, and to the Commissary General, to have disembarked from the ord- 
nance store ships, victuallers, &c., and to put in store at Lisbon, all the 
ordnance and military stores, provisions, forage, &o. &c., which were in 
those ships, and destined for their departments respectively ; and I have 
called upon these gentlemen this day to let me know what progress has 
been made in the execution of those orders. It is my opinion that all 
those store ships and victuallers, as soon as their contents shall be disem- 
barked, may be sent home, as well as the transports to which I have above 
referred. 

To the Rt. Hon. 3, Villiers. Costello Branco, 30th June, 1800. 

I arrived here this day, and shall go on the day after to-morrow. I find 
that j£225,000 have arrived in the Rosamond and the Niobe. I have de- 
sired that £80,000 of this sum be paid to you in the proportions of gold 
and dollars as they are in the military chest at present. I have allotted 
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£50,000 to pay parlof ouv debts in tbe north; £00,000 to bn soiit to im 
into Spain, in Spanish doubloons ; and £35,000 to remain in llie chest in 
Lisbon. 

To Vise. Casllomgli. CiiBlollo HriHiTO, JIOlli .Tunc, 1800. 

I received your letter of the 11th yestenhiy. 1 am imich obliged to 
you for tlio reinforcements yon have sent, and yon may dc})end n])on it llml 
I shall make the best use of them in my power; but none are yet arrived, 
excepting the 23d light dragoons. It is impossible to say how we shall 
stand in point of numbers when these troops arrive, till I shall see a return 
of their numbers. But nothing is more fallacious than a return such as 
you have sent me. It contains an enumeration of no loss than 1 1 battalions 
not arrived, of 2 gone to Gibraltar, and. of 2 (the detachments) ordered 
home, and of the 20th light dragoons, ordered and gone by this time to 
Sicily; and it omits, on the other hand, 2 battnlions, the 48th and (list, 
arrived from Gibraltar. The mischief of these returns is that they never 
convoy an accurate notion of the strength of the army. According to 
your account I have 35,000 men; according to my own, I have only 
18,000; and the public will not be satisfied cither with you or me, if I 
do not effect all that 35,000 men are expected to do. Including officers, 
who ought to be counted, I make no doubt that I shall have before long 
more than 35,000 men ; but from all those returns a deduction of It) in 
100 ought always to bo made for sick, and tlien you may come nearly to 
the mark. 

I enclose an abstract of the last return I have I’eecivod of Victor’s army, 
which shows the cepnparative numbers of effectives and total. I hope that 
our effectives will never be so much reduced in comparison with our total 
as that is. But surely it must bo admitted that if our army is now only 
18,000, and hereafter to be called 35,000 .11. and 1’’., the French army ought 
to bo calculated in the same manner; and yet neither you nor I sliall lie 
forgiven by those who will see your return, if I do not now perJbrm deeds 
which might with justice bo reijuired from 35,000 men. 

If I am to have the 57th from Gibraltar, you should send an order to 
the Governor to send that corps to Portugal in oxchangc for one wliich I 
shall send to Gibraltar to relievo it. 

I enclose you an abstract of the last return of the Portuguese forces 
which 1 have received. Of this number we pay for 20,000 men £480,000, 
or, I believe, £500,000 per annum. My belief is, that the Portuguoso 
government cannot go on unless Great Britain will assist them with a 
million. 

The Portuguese army is not yet in a state of discipline, or organised as 
it ought to he for service. I have settled with Berosford, that he shall 
.collect all that part of it not required for garrisons in a (Uimj) on the most 
exposed frontier, for the double purpose of waleliiug the eiunuy’s move- 
ments, and disciplining his officers and trooiw. If he nan got them together 
for 2 or 3 mouths they will be a lino army, and probably very useful. But 
in order to effect this objent they nmst he kept cloar of Iho desultory ope- 
rations of Romana, and other Spanish chiefs in Galicia. Besides those 
troops, called regulars, there is an ai-ray of militia, amounting, I belioye, 
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to 30,000 men. Tlioy we divided into battalions of 1000 each. We pro- 
pose to discipline the whole of these by 600 at a time, in reliefs of 200 
each ; and when the whole are disciplined, to call out the whole in camps 
of 8000 or 10,000 men, at a season of the year in which the country can 
spare the labors of the men, and perfect them, and tliensend them to their 
homes till they may be wanted, I conceive that, exclusive of the militia, 
the Portuguese army will be 50,000 men when complete. The question is 
in what way this force ought to be employed. 

There is no doubt but that that part of the Portuguese force which is 
not required for internal purposes ought to be employed against the com- 
mon enemy in Spain, if that addition of force is likely to be of any avail. 
But if circumstances should bring the contest in Spain to that state that, 
notwithstanding all our efforts, tlie enemy should still be superior to us in 
the field, I should then have doubts of the expediency of inarching the 
Portuguese troops beyond their own frontier. 

These doubts turn upon a view of the military operations which it would 
be expedient to adopt in that case throughout the Peninsula, which I think 
should bo founded upon strong reserves in parts of Spain as well as of 
Portugal, and by means of which the contest would be infinitely prolonged, 
even if it should ever be in the enemy’s power to make the conquest. 
They are also founded upon my apprehension that great length of time 
must elapse before we can make the Portuguese sufficiently good troops 
to retire before a superior enemy ; and my opinion is that they, as well 
as we, should be lost before we could enter the frontiers of Portugal, 

I enclose the copy of a letter which 1 have written to the Admiral, by 
which you will observe that you will have home the ships in the Tagus of 
all descriptions, excepting 5000 tons of infantry coppered transports ; and 

1 propose to keep horse transports for 300 horses, when they shall return 
from Ireland, in case I should have occasion to move horses by sea. 

To Bi'ig. Gen. R. Craufiird. Costello Bronco, lot July, 1809. 

I am glad to find, hy a letter which you have addressed to the Adj. Gen. 
on the 28tli, that you arrived on the 28th June. You do not mention the 
troop of horse artillery, and I tlierefore conclude it is not come with you. 
You will find orders at Lisbon upon all points on which you can require 
them. 

I beg Uiat if the troop of horse artillery should not be ready to mai'ch 
when your brigade will be ready, you will not wait for them. 

We have here two battalions composed of detachments from all the 
regiments which composed the army under the command of the late Sir 
J. Moore, and among others, of the 43d, 52d, and 95th; of which three I 
enclose a return. 1 believe that these men belong, generally, to the 2d 
battalions of those regiments. I propose to send ffiese battalions of de- 
tachments down to Lisbon immediately, in order that tliey may emhaxk 
for England, if I should find that the enemy do not make a stand on this 

G. 0. Costello Branco, 1st July, 1808. 

2. Great care must be taken when rye is given to ibe horses tliat tbey are not iratered 

2 hours before, or 2 hours after tbey are fed ; the same rule should be observed when they 
ore fed with Indian com or barley. 
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sido of Miulrlcl, in a position wliiuli I undorHljind thoy (Min ooonpy Hour 
Tiilavomdo la Iloyna. I iwg that ytniwiU imiuivo. IVoin tluvCoinnmndinjv 
olliiicrs of lim d.'id, Sad, and UStli, wlu’tlii'r thoy wish (Imt the olllcors mul 
inou bolonf’inj;; to tlw’so rnfriinonls ros]>(»otivoly sliouhl iio th'lainod in 
I’ortuffal, and of (ioufso, with tlio army U> join tho vcniinoii(H; or wholhor 
I shall solid them down to hishon to {fo lioino with tho olhor dotaohinoiila. 

Til LliMit. Col. Ituolio. CnHlollo llriuion, Ist .Tidy, IMO!). 

I have just roiuiivod your lottov of the 2i)th. 'I'lio liritish army aro in 
Ml maroli towards tho frontior, and no time shall ho lost in oollootiiig 
them at I’lasonoia. 

In tho present situation of alTairs my opinion is, that Gen, Cuosta 
should ostahliah his bridge at some point on the Tagus bolow the junction 
wilJi tho Tietar, to which there would be a roiul on each sido of the Tagus, 
in order to onablo mo to move to his assistance if it should be necessary, 
or he to mine. lie will be the best judge of tho exact situation for the 
bridge. If Gnu. Venegas’ corps oan bo put in a secure position in or 
about its present situation, it ought for the present to he kept where it is, 
because it threatens Toledo and Madrid, and the enemy’s rear, in case he 
should advance again.st (}en. Cuosta and mo. If Gen. Veiu'gas’ corps 
cannot bo pul in security whore it is, it ought either to fall back into the 
mountains, if it is a]i])reiiendod that the enemy cnti'rtain designs to mareh 
towards Cordova and Seville liy the roail of Jsi Carolina j or, if those 
apprehensions are not well fomuled, it ought eventually to ho brought in 
coinraunieatiou with tho corps of Gon. Cuesla. Upon tho whole, 1 prefer 
for Gen. Venegas’ corps, at present, a strong position near the situation 
in which it is, as bring most likoly to keep the enemy in cheek till I shall 
be up ; but if such a position cannot bo found, it ought to bo put in se- 
curity, by being obliged to fall back to its old position in the mountains. 
You will comniunicato those my sentiments to Major Gen. O’Donoju. 

To Major Gon. ,T, Itrskinc. CiiiIrHo limiico, l8t.Tii1y, 18(1!), 

I am much concerned to hear of your continued iiidisjiosition, and I am 
seriously of opinion that you ought to lose no timo iu going to tho coast, 
and even to England, if you should not rccovor. No mim likes to with- 
draw from an army in tho situation in which we stand at present ; but 
you ought to consider that your hcaltli is in sucli a state as to render it 
impossible for you to do a day’s duty, and you must be a burthen to 
yourself and to every body else. 

I have sent a carriage to bring you in to Gastello Branco; but I 
strongly recommend to you to set olT on your return to Jjlsbou as soon as 
you are able. 

I cannot conclude without expressing my concern to lose your assist- 
ance; but I am convinced tliat, if you were to slay, you would be umiblo 
■to afford me any, and that you will become worse instead of belter. 

To tho Military See. to tiic Coininaiulcr in Cliiof. Ciuitullo Brinieo, lot .Tuly, 1808. 

I have the honor to enclose extracts of Uio urdors which I have issued, 
containing appointments of oflSicers to tlie Staff, till the pleasure of His 
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Majesty should be known, and other arrangements which requu-e the 
confirmation of authority. I shall explain such appointments and arrange- 
ments a? appear to me to require explanation. 

1. When I arrived in Portugal, Capt. Cooke was D. A. Q. M. G. ; and 
before I left England, I had recommended that he should be D. A. A. G., 
to which appointment I understood the Commander in Chief had con- 
sented, I found, however, that his name was omitted in the list of the 
ofScers of the department which I received from your office : this omission 
I concluded was a mistake, and I appointed Capt. Cooke to act as D. A. 
A. G., which department he preferred to that of the Q. M. G. I have 
since found, by a letter received from the Commander in Chief, that 
Capt. Cooke is appointed D. A. Q. M. G. ; but I propose to keep him in 
the department of the Adj. Gen., which he prefers, and for which he is 
most fit, till I shall receive your answer to this letter. 

2. I likewise found Capt. Vernon Graham in the department of the 
Adj. Gen., and I continued to employ him in it as a D. A. A. G . ; and I 
appointed Capt. Mellish to be D. A. A. G. 

3. At that time Lieut. Col. Elley, Capt. Cockbum, and Capt. Ompteda, 
of those officers whose names are in the list received from your office, 
were not in Portugal. Lieut. Col. Elley has since arrived ; but Lieut. 
Col. Darroch and Major Tidy have gone home. 

4. I apppointed Capt. Reynett, of the 52d, to be D. A, Q. M. G., be- 
cause I had recommended him to the Commander in Chief, by desire of 
the Q. M. G., and understood that his appointment had been approved of, 
and he had left England before the letter was written which ordered him 
to join his regiment. 

5. The letter from the Commander in Chief, of the 5th June, also 
directs the appointment of Capt. Maw to be D. A. Q. M, G,, which ap- 
pointment I had made on the 6th May, 1809, having found Capt. Maw 
doing duty with the department on my joining the army, and that his 
services were then necessary. Capt. Maw has since returned to England. 

6. The following officers, whose names appear in the list of the de- 
partment as furnished from your office, are not in Portugal, Major 
Blaquiere and Major Northey ; and the following are employed with the 
Portuguese service; Capt. Hardinge,* Capt. Le Mesurier, and Capt. 
Waller. Capt. Gomm was ordered to join his regiment. I have there- 
fore thought it necessary to appoint Capt. Mercer, Capt. Doyle, and Capt. 
Humphries, to be D. A. Q. M. Gs. I found Lieut. Merganthal doing 
duty with the Q. M. G.’s department when I took the command of the 
army, and as he was useful in it, I continued him in his situation. 

1. The appointment of Assist. Provost marshals, I am sorry to say, is 
but too necessary ; and I trust that the allowance granted to them by the 
order of the late Commander of the forces in Portugal, viz.. Ensign’s pay 
and allowances, by his orders of the 14th April, and the allowance to 
purchase a mule, given by me, will be approved of by the Commander of 
the forces. 

8. When the army went upon the expedition to the northward, it was 
deem'ed expedient to attach a battalion of Portuguese infantry to each of 4 
* Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Hai-diuge, K.C.B. 
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British brigades, and an interpreter was attached to each of the Com- 
manding officers of these brigades. Thk expense has been discontinued 
since the Portuguese battalions have been detached from these brigades. 

9. The order of the 7th May, attaching Mr. Cussan and Mr. Andrade 
to the office of the Q. M. G., was issued with a view to the formation of 
the corps of cuides, respecting which the order was finally issued on the 
23d May, 1809. 

This corps is essentially necessary in all operations in Portugal. It is 
most difficult to obtain any information respecting roads, or any of the 
local circumstances which must be considered in the decisions to be 
formed respecting the march of troops ; and this difficulty obliged me last 
year, and all those who have since conducted operations in this country, 
to form a corps of this description. 

The object is not only to have a corps whose particular duty it will be 
to make inquiries, and have a knowledge of roads, but to have a class of 
persons in tlie army who shall march with the heads of columns, and 
interpret between the officers commanding them and the people of the 
countiy guiding them, or others from whom they may wish to make 
inquiries. 

10. The order of £10 bit money to Surgeons and Paymasters of 
regiments of the 10th and 23d June was issued to e’ able them to keep up 
a mule to carry the Surgeon’s medicine chest and Paymaster’s books, 
respectively. 

11. I appointed Col. Peacocko to be a Colonel on the Staff, as he was 
the senior Colonel of the army, with the exception of Col. Anson, who 
declined the appointment ; and there was a brigade of infantry which had 
no Commanding officer. Since the appointment of Gen. Anson to be a 
Brig. General, by His Majesty, Col. Peacocko is gone to command the 
British troops at Lisbon, where it was necessary to station an officer of 
rank. 

12. I appointed Col. Baron Low to be a Brig. General, as he was the 
senior Colonel of the Legion present ; Brig. Gen. Drieberg was gone to 
England for the recovery of his health, and CoL Baron Low was senior as 
a Colonel to many officers who are Brigadiers in this army. 

13. I appointed Mr. Leslie Melville and Mr. Head to he Assist. Com- 
missaries, and to be attached to the Portuguese troops, upon the recom- 
mendation of the Ambassador, and because the appointment was necessary. 

14. Lieut. Carlos de Tamm, appointed a D. A. Q. M. G., is an officer 
of Portuguese Engineers, who had been very useful to the Q. M. G., and 
whose services were still necessary to him. 


To the Ht. Hoii. the Commander iii Chief. Costello Branco, 1st July, 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have received this day from 
Col. Donkin, who commands the brigade of infantry in which the 6th 

batt. 60th regt. is serving, to which Lieut. , to whom tliese papers 

relate, belongs. 

In addition to the complaints contained in these papers of the conduct 

of Lieut. , I have to mention that that officer waited on me last night 

with a letter from the Adj. Gen., authorising him to serve with the Portu- 
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guese troops ; and he desired that I would permit him to join them. I 
declined doing so, as I wished to wait for an answer to the letter which I 
had addressed to you on the 7th June, before I should allow any other 

officer to join and do duty with the Portuguese troops; and Lieut. 

then told me that he was very sorry that he could not do duty with his 
regiment, as he was unwell. 

I beg to recommend that officers, particularly belonging to regiments 
doing duty in Portugal, should not be permitted to serve with the Portu- 
guese troops, unless they should be recommended by the officers com- 
manding the regiment to which they belong. 


To the Bt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Costello Branco, 1st July, 1809. 

Lieut. Col. Bourke has returned to the army, and I shall hereafter 
communicate to you the detailed information which he has brought to 
me, in answer to the queries which I had sent him. In the mean time, I 
enclose the copy of a letter just received from Lieut. Col. Eoche, and my 
answer. I should not be surprised if we were to have a battle on this side 
of Madrid. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Castello Branco, 1st July, 1809. 

The enemy’s corps, commanded by Marshal Victor, have continued 
their retreat from the Guadiana across the Tagus at Almaraz, and along 
that river towards Talavera ; while the corps commanded by Sobastiani 
have likewise retired towards the Tagus. The retreat of both these corps 
has been gradual, and they have sustained no loss ; although the former 
has been followed by the army of Gen. Cuesta, and the latter by that of 
Gen. Venegas. 

Gen. Cuesta’s advanced guard crossed the Tagus at Almaraz, on the 
26th June, and the main body were to follow as soon as the bridge of 
boats should be completed. Gen. Venegas’ corps were, on the 22d, the 
last day on which I heard of them, at Villarta. 

The British array broke up on the 27th June from the camp and 
cantonments on the Tagus, and are on their march into Spain by Zarza la 
Mayor towards Plaaencia. The advanced guard will be at Zarza la Mayor 
on the 3d. 

I have the honor to inform your Lordship that I have heard that Gen. 
R. Craufurd arrived at Lisbon with his brigade on die 28th June. 

To the Bt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Castello Branco, 1st July, 1809. 

I have just received intelligence from Oporto, stating that the Resislance 
had passed by, having been at Coruna, which place and Ferrol were in 
the possession of the Spaniards. I have a letter from the Marques de la 
Romana, from Orense, of the 25th, in which he states that he had heard 
reports that the enemy had evacuated Corufia. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Castello Branco, 1st July, 1809. 

Since I closed my dispatch to your Lordship of this day’s date I have 
heard from Col. Roche, who has relieved Col. Bourke at Gen. Cuesta’s 
headquarters. It appears that Joseph Buonaparte had arrived at Toledo 

z 2 
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on the 22d, with a corps consisting of about 5000 men, and he had crossed 
the Tagus, and had proceeded as far as Mora to join Sebastiani, apparently 
with a view to fall upon tlie corps of Venegas. He had, however, returned 
to Toledo, as I understand Col. Roche, with Sebastiaui’s corps and Uie 
troops he had brought with him, and he was on his .march towai’ds Tala- 
vera, where the French were in considerable strength. 

The whole of the army of Gen. Cuesta had crossed the Tagus at Al- 
maraz, on the 29th, excepting three divisions, amounting to 10,000 men, 
which were higher up the river, at and in the neighbourhood of Arzobispo, 
on the left bank ; and his advanced posts were at Navalmoral, on the right 
hank, and he occupied some villages still nearer to Talavera. The General 
had determined, however, upon hearing of the collection of the French 
troops at Talavera, to recross the Tagus j and Col. Roche expected that 
that operation would be completed by that night. I have recommended to 
Gen. Cuesta to throw his bridge over the Tagus at a place below die 
junction of tlie Tietar with that river, in order that I may join him, or he 
may join me, if the enemy should move against either of the corps, and 
that Venegas’ corps should be kept in a place of security near Villarta, in 
which position he threatens Toledo and Madrid, and the enemy’s rear, 
in the event of his moving to this quarter. 

To Brig. Gen. Cox, Governor of Almeida. Zibreim, 2il .Toly, 1809. 

I enclose a letter which I request you to forward to the Duque del 
Parque. The advanced guard of the British army will enter Spain 
to-morrow morning at Zarza la Mayor. It is understood that the French 
armies are collecting at Talavera, and that King Joseph has joined them 
with 5000 men. Gen. Cuesta therefore repassed the Tagus, I understand, 
at Almaraz, on the 29th June. 

To the Duque del Piuque. Zibreira, 2d .Tuly, 1809. 

I have had tlie honor of receiving the letter whicli your Excellency 
addressed to me, in wliich you have informed me of your intention to de- 
pute two gentlemen whom you have named to receive tlie sum of money 
due on account of the British army to the town of Ciudad Rodrigo, 

I shall be obliged to your Excellency if you will direct those gentlemen 
to proceed to Lisbon, the British Commissary at that city having received 
instructions to pay the money. 

To the Marquee de la Bnmana. A Zibreira, 2 Juillet, 1809, 

J’ai requ hier la lettre qua votre Excellence m’a dcrite d’Orense le 25 
du mois passd, et je vous fdlicite sur Tdvacuation procliaine de la Galicie 
par I’armde ennemie. J’ai re^u hier les nouvelles qu’ils avaient dvacud 
la Corogne ct Ferrol, dont les Espagnols dtaient en possession; mais je ne 
crois pas qu’il y ait des troupes Angloises de oe oo^-lL Je orois plutdt 
que I’ennemi a dtd oliligd d’dvacuer la Galicie par la ndcessitd de ses 
affaires cn general. 

Le Gdndral Cuesta avait passd le Tage it Almaraz it la poursuito de 
rarmde de Victor, qui s’dtait rdplide du cdtd de Talavera de la Reyna. 
Mais, ayant re^u des nouvelles le 29 du mois passd qui lui donnaient liou 
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de croire que I’enneini rassemblait toutes ses forces a Talavera, et que le 
Roi Joseph avait joint I’armde Fran^jaise avec 5000 homines ; le Gdndral 
Cuesta avait I’intention de repasser le Tage ce jonr-la. Je n’ai pas eu de 
ses nouvelles depuis le 29 du mois passd. Le G^ndral Sebastian! avec son 
corps est, je crois, Ji Talavera, avec le corps de Victor et les 5000 hommes 
ci-dessTis nomm^s. 

Le Gdndral Venegas est a Villarta avec son corps. L’armde Anglaise 
est en marche pour entrer en Espagne par Zarza la Mayor, Coria, et Pla- 
sencia ; I’avant-garde sera Zarza demain matin. 

Je ne crois pas que Ney et Soult envahissent le Portugal encore ; mais s’ils 
y entrent, ils y trouveront le Mardchal Beresford avec I’armde Portugaise. 

To Don Martin de Garay. Zarza la Mayor, 3d July, 1 809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 29th 
J une. When I was about to march the British army into the north of 
Portugal, I wrote to Gen. Cuesta and to your Excellency on the 29th 
April, recommending a defensive system for the Spanish armies on the 
frontiei’s of Andalusia. I gave this recommendation, not because the 
continuance of the Spanish armies on the defensive was likely to prevent 
the enemy from interrupting the operations of tlie British army ; for it 
was obvious to me, as it must be to your Excellency, that the best mode 
of preventing the enemy from undertaking such an operation would have 
been for the Spanish armies to act upon the offensive ; but I recommended 
that Gen. Cuesta and Gen. Venegas sliould continue on the defensive till 
I should be able to return to their assistance, from a conviction, that 
although the army under the command of each was more numerous than 
that opposed to it, yet the armies of the enemy were more inured to war ; 
and I promised to return and give that assistance which would render tlie 
contest more advantageous, at least as soon as I should have settled affairs 
to the northward. According to my promise, I did return, as soon as 
Marshal Soult was driven out of Portugal ; and my march into Spain has 
been delayed till this moment, only on account of the want of some neces- 
saries, without which the army could not move ; and it did move, without 
waiting for its reinforcements, on the day after its wants were supplied. 
I have the pleasure to inform your Excellency, that the advanced guai'd 
passed the frontier this day ; the army will follow to-morrow and the fol- 
lowing days ; and no time shall be lost in placing ourselves in communi- 
cation with Gen. Cuesta. 

I shall be much concerned if, in the intermediate time, the enemy 
should fall with his whole concentrated force on Gen. Cuesta or Gen. 
Venegas. But as both these Generals are aware of die superiorily of tlie 
enemy’s strength, and the former, in particular, is awai-e of my near 
approach to him, I conclude that each of them will have placed themselves 
in such a situation as that the misfortune which your Excellency appre- 
hends cannot occur. 

To J. MiuTay, Zaq., Commissaiy General. Zarza la Mayor, 3d July, 1800. 

I have received your letter of the 1st. It is necessary that your mea- 
sures, adopted both at Gibraltar and Cadiz, to procure money for bil Is 
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upon P-Ti g laTnl, should be much more extensive than you have stated them 
to he. Your agents at those places and at Lisbon should have unlimited 
power of drawing upon the Lords of the Treasury; otherwise some money 
may be directed into other channels; and I know that we have no chance 
of receiving supplies of money in future, excepting for orur bills upon 
England. Claims for deliveries of provisions must not be paid, of course, 
unless the receipts for the deliveries should be produced. It may be 
proper to allow those claims, upon a consideration of the particular cir- 
cumstances in which the deliveries were made by the Commander of the 
Forces. But the safe rule for your Commissariat is to reject, in tlie first 
instance, all claims not duly vouched by receipts. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Zarza la Mayor, 3d July, 1809. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from Don M. de 
Garay, and my answer, which I beg of you either to send to that gentleman, 
or to communicate to him its purport. 

I don’t think that Don Martin has made a correct or a fair reference 
to my letter of the 29th April to Gen. Cuesta and himself ; nor does he 
act very fairly in attributing to me the misfoi’tune which may possibly 
befall Gen. Cuesta or Gen, V enegas, I have repeatedly warned Gen. Cuesta 
of the danger to which he was exposed till I should join him. 

To Lieut. Col. Roche. Zarza la Mayor, dtli July, 1809. 

I have just received your letter of the 3d. I shall bo obliged to you to 
send me to Coria, where I shall be on the 6th, the particulars of the intel- 
ligence acquired by the intercepted letters from Victor to King Joseph. 

I am glad that Gen. Venegas has put himself in safety. I shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will endeavor to obtain for mo on accurate ac- 
count of the course of the Alborche, tlie nature of its banks, the depth of 
water, &c., particularly low down towards Talavera ; whether there are 
many bridges over that river besides that which has been broken up, or 
fords, or ferries, the nature of the roads leading to such passages on both 
sides the river, through what towns tliey pass. 

I shall also be obliged to you if you will mention to Gen. O’Donoju, 
that I think it would be very desirable, if possible, to get some intelligent 
person to examine the lower port of the Alberche and the enemy’s posi- 
tion upon that river. Till the post of cavalry, mentioned by you, and the 
infantry which they must have at Talavera, arc driven in, it will be im- 
possible to employ an oflScer in this reconnaissance, unless in disguise. I 
also request you to mention to Gen. O’Donoju, that I conceive it will be 
desirable to occupy the Puerto de Banos with tlie Spaaiish infantiy, which 
I understand are at Plasencia, as soon as I shall arrive at that city with the 
British aimy : they will strengthen our whole position, while we are en>- 
gaged in our operations against Victor. 

To Ilia Rt. Hon. J. Villiefs. Zarza lo Mayor, Ith July, 1800. 

I received this day your letters of the 29th June and Ist inst. I think 
you had better employ the physician you mention with the Portuguese 
troops ; I am afraid that he would not answer for us. 
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I shall appoint Mr. Lees to the Commissariat, and Mr, Melville shall 
go hack to the Pay office, if the Paymaster Gen. requires his services. 

I think that I shall not want either of the gentlemen you recommend 
as my aide de camp, for I have as many as I want ; and I read Spanish, 
and always enter my answers in English. 

I shall have the officers tried by a General Court Martial ; but I should 
wish to have a line from you officially upon the subject. 


G. O. Zurza Tz Mayor. 4tli July. 1809. 

1. The A. A. Gens, and brigade majors of llioae divisions and brigades stationed in 
the neighbourhood of head quarters, must attend at the Adj. Gen.'s office for orders, at 
10 o’clock precisely. 

2. The brigade majors will attend at the A. A. Gs. of divisions to receive the division 
orders, at half past 11 o'clock, and at 1 die brigade majors must give out the orders 
to the adjutants of regiments, which must be given out to troops and companies and 
read to the soldiers at evening parades. 

3. In case circumstances should prevent the brigade majors from issuing the G. O. to 
the adjutants of regiments before 3 o'clock ou any haldug day, they are to receive and 
issue on that day only the orders requiring immediate execution, of which the General 
officers commanding brigades are to make the selection, and on the following day the other 
orders of general regulations. 

4. All orders received by the adjutants of regiments must at the first parade, or earlier if 
necessary, be read to the troops. 

5 . On marching days the A. A. Gs, and brigade majors stationed near head quarters 
will attend at the Ai^. Gen.’s office for orders, as soon as the troops reach their ground, 

0. All orders requiring immediate execution issued on marching days must be given to 
the affiutanfs, and read to tlie Iroops as soon os possible. 

7. 'The G. 0. will be sent from bead quarters to divisions at a distance by tbe first oppor- 
tunity j those requiring immediate execution must be issued and read to tbe Irooin as soon 
as received ; the others, if not received by the General officer of the division before 2 p.m., 
ore not to be issued till tlie following day. 

8. Tho A, A. Gs., or tlie brigade major of the division or brigade at a distance to 
which tho G. O. will have been sent, must send to the Adj. Gen. by tbe first opportu- 
nity, a receipt for the orders received, specifying the numbers of each day, 

9. When pass orders will bo sent, directions will be written on tbe back of tliem, stating 
whether they ate to be circulated by tlie person who will have carried them from head- 
quarters, or to tile officers respectively to whom they will have been addressed. 

10. Eveiy officer to whom they are addressed miut sign his name on the paper on receiv- 
ing them, and insert tlie hour of uie day at which they reached him. 

11. As pass Orders invariably must require immediate execution, they must be issued 
and read to the troops without loss of time. 

13. The numberless mistakes which have occurred, and tbe many instances of neglect 
and disobedience of orders issued referring to the health, subsistence, or tlie coiiveiiieiice of 
tlie troops, render it necessary not only to observe the early circulation of orders, but if 
possible, obedience to them and their early and prompt exocutioii. 

13. 'The obedience to orders of general regularioiis must depend upon tlie attention of 
General officers commanding brigades, and Commanding officers of regiments, and their 
determination to enforce regularity and disoipline, hut obedience to them requiring execu- 
tion can bo secured by other means. 

14, Accordingly the Commander of the Forces desires that officers commanding regi- 
ments shall report to tlie General officer commanding tbe brigade, tliat the G. 0. requiring 
the performance of any duty, or the execution of any arrangement, have been obeyed. 

13. The General officers commanding divisions and brigades will take care to notify to 
the troops, to what day thev have received bread upon every issue. 

17. The Commander of the Forces requests the attention of General officers commanding 
divisions and brigades to the G, O. of me 4th and Sth of March, by tlie late Commander 
of tlie Forces, relative to the use of the mules allowed for carrying camp kettles, in any 
service excepting the carriage of camp kettles. 

18. The consequence of loading tliem witli other baggage is, that they arc unequel to 
carry (be kettles which they are given to convey, and the loads are so ill put on that they 
fall from the mules, and the oamp ketdes do not arrive firom the march till after the hour 
at which they ought to be used by the trooiis. 

20. General, staff, and other officers are requested to put their names on tbe doors of the 
houses in whicli they ore quartered. 
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We are advancing towards Plasencia, where, I think, the army will be 
collected by the 12th. Cuesta is upon the Tagus j but whether on tlie 
right or left bank I cannot say. I heard on the 29th that he intended to 
pass again to the left bank, as he had heard that King Joseph had arrived 
at Toledo witli 5000 men, and that the whole French army was collecting 
at Talavera. Venegas is at Villarta with his array. I should not be sur- 
prised if we had to fight a battle for the possession of Madrid. 

I don’t think it quite certain tliat the Donegal has passed Lisbon, 
Lord Wellesley was not expected at Portsmouth, on the 18th June, till 
the middle of that week, which would have brought us to the 23d or 24th j 
and it is not probable tiiat he would have passed by on the 29th. The 
Resistance passed Oporto on the 2Sth, and most probably Lisbon on the 
29th, on her way to Messina. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkele;. Corio, fith July, 1809. 

It is desirable tliat the transports lately arrived from Ireland and tlie 
islands should be sent back to England, as well os those respecting which 
I wrote to you on tlie 30th June, reserving, of those last arrived, tonnage 
for infantry to carry 2000 men, of the 2 battalions of detachments which 
I propose to send back from the army, and to England, as soon as I shall 
have ascertained exactly the movements and intentions of the enemy. 
This tonnage is in addition to the 5000 tons mentioned in iny letter of tlie 
30th June. I am also of opinion tlmt the transports which brought out 
the horse artillery ought to be sent home as soon as possible. 

To tlie Bt. Hon. J. Villieri. Coria, 6tli July, 1809. 

Since I wrote to you last I find that Ouesta has passed, and is on the loft 
bank of the Tagus. The French have crossed the Alberohe, near Tula- 
vera, where they have a good position. They have detached across tlie 
Tagus ; and I believe King Joseph himself is gone in pursuit of Venegas, 
who has retired towards the passes of the Sierra Morena, so that all is safe 
till we shall arrive. I shall he at Plasencia on the BUi. The whole m-niy 
will be there on the 12th, Craufurd excepted. 

P. S. I believe that the northem French were at Zamora in the begin- 
ning of the month. I have reason to think they are moving from thence 
to Valladolid. Francesolii has been taken with his 2 aides de camp, riding 
post between Toro and Tordesillas, on his road to Valladolid ; and I un- 
derstand that a division of troops was in march at no great distance from 
the place where he was taken, in the same direction. 

To Miirslial Bereaford. Coria, 0th .July, 1809. 

I received your letter of the 2d last night. I have done every thing you 
have recommended respecting our new troops ; that is, I have ordered 
them to encamp near Lisbon for some time. 


G. O. Ziirni la Mayor, Sth July, 1809. 

1. Tlie Cominatider of the Porcoa doairea that it may bo coiiaidered us a sfimiliiig onler, 
that the troopa arc not to quit their lines, unless dressed aoonrdiug to the orders of tlioir 
regiment, with their side aims j excciiting when on Iktigue duty, in which cose they niuat 
lie in charge of an oflicer, or non-oommiaaioned oflicer, according to their numhers. 
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I am ordered positively to give you nothing ; particularly neither ord- 
nance nor military stores, as every thing of that kind viras to he given in 
the way of subsidy. I am willing, however, to assist you, if Mr, Villiers 
will give me a receipt, or will authorise any one else to give me a receipt 
for the articles delivered. If Mr. Villiers should decline to do this, to 
which, by tlie bye, he has consented both in conversation and by letter to 
me, I cannot allow you to have any thing, even though I do not want what 
is essentially necessary to you. If the service should fail in consequence, 
the fault is not mine. 

I have written to the Commandants of Abrantes and Costello Branco, 
to beg them to assist our convoys with escorts of militia. Our battalions 
are so lamentably weak, that this is necessary. , 

I observe, from a letter from Col. Cox, that the Duque del Parque is 
disposed to annex conditions to the permissions you have asked to encamp 
within the Spanish frontiers, a compliance with which will defeat the great 
object of collecting your army. 

To the Junta of Plasencia. Coria, 6tb July, ISOS. 

I. have had the honor of receiving the letter of the Junta of Plasencia, 
dated the 4th inst. ; and I am very sensible of the attention and kindness of 
the Junta in their expressions in their letter to me, as well as in their pro- 
clamation to the people under their government. I shall, on my part, do 
every thing in my power to maintain the discipline of the army; and I 
have no doubt but that the people of Plasencia will have no reason to 
complain of tlie troops ; and, in order that they may put the inhabitants 
of the towns, through which they pass, to as little inconvenience as pos- 
sible, they construct huts for themselves, and lodgings will be required 
only for the General officers and officers of the Staff. 

To Vice Adm. die Hun. G. Berkeley. Coria, 6th July, 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 2d. I believe there is no doubt that 
all tlie French have withdrawn from Galicia, and Kellermonn’s corps from 
the Asturias. They were in some strength at Zamora in the beginning of 
July, and I have some reason to believe were to move towards Valladolid. 
This looks like a general retreat. I am much obliged to you for the 
trouble you have taken about our boating. 

To Dep. Paymnster Gen. Boys. Plasencia, 8th July, 1809. 

The Q. M. G. has communicated to me your letter of the 5th, which 
has astonished and disappointed me not a little. I cannot understand why 
you did not move at an earlier day, after I had quitted Abrantes ; nor for 
what reason you did not make known to me, at an earlier period, the 
difficulties in procuring conveyance for the military chest, if these diffi- 
culties prevented its removal. I beg that, upon your arrival within the 
Spanish frontier, you will take measures for moving at least two stages in 
a day, in order to join head quarters ; from whence you are not in future 
to separate yourself without my orders. 

To the Commissary Geneml. Plasencia, 8th July, 1809. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have receitjed from Mr. Boys, 
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which has surprised and diseppointed me not a iittlo. STou must have 
been aware, indeed Mr. Dalryraple was repeatedly informed, that I waited 
only for money to commence my advance into Spain, as I was determined 
that the army should not he reduced in that country to the difficulties 
under which it had labored in Portugal for want of money. Yet I am 
sorry to observe that Mr. Boys, who, I expected, would have left Abrantes 
a day or two after me, does not come away till the 5th, nine days after I 
had set out ; and then, instead of bringing with him all tlie money in his 
possession, he brings only about £23,000, out of which sum I know that 
he would have to pay £5000 or £6000 to the Paymasters of the regiments 
which had been stationed at Gastello Branco, and who had omitted to send 
in their estimates before I quitted Abrantes, 

Thus, then, the object for which I stayed so long at Abrantes has been 
defeated, and the promise which I have made to the Spanish authorities 
upon the frontier, viz., ‘ that ready money should be paid for the supplies 
furnished to the British troops,’ will be violated ; and the Commissaries 
will experience all the difficulties in procuring supplies, and the troops 
will suffer the distress for the want of them, which we suffered in 
Portugal. All these evils would have been avoided if Mr. Boys had been 
supplied with 30 carts, which is the largest number that would have been 
required to draw £60,000 in silver, which I believe is tlie utmost of the 
sum he had in the military chest at Abrantes. 

It is impossible that any man can pretend that Portugal, or even the 
neighbourhood of Abrantes, could not supply 30 carts for tliis service. I 
cannot and nobody can believe, that, if proper measures had been adopted, 
a sufficient number of carts could not have been procured to remove the 
treasure at an early period ; and I now beg that, immediately upon the 
receipt of this letter, you will wait upon the Commissary at Abrantes, and 
tell him that 1 desire he will employ parties of tire militia at that place to 
bring in carts in sufficient numbers to remove, not only the money, but 
the provisions and stores which you have received directions to remove. 
You will then adopt efficient measures to have tlie drivers of the carls fed 
and paid during their march; and you will send off every thing without 
loss of time. It is necessary that positive orders should be given not to 
put more than 600 lbs. on any cart, and that a certain number of spare 
carts should accompany the convoy. 

I hope that efficient measures have been adopted to secure the arrival 
of the i£60,000 in Spanish gold witli Gen. R. Craufurd, and that I shall 
not be disappointed there also. 

To the Officer of Royal Artillery at Costello Bronco. Flosencia, 8th July, 1809. 

I learn from the Dep. Paymaster Gen. tliat he has been unable to move 
the military chest from Abrantes for want of carls, and I beg that, upon 
the receipt of this letter, you will call upon the magistrate at Gastello 
Branco to supply as many carts as he can got, and you will employ the 
artillerymen under your command to press them. You will then send 
them under escort of the artillerymen under your command to Abrantes 
by the road of Villa Yelha. After talcing the carts to Abrantes the 
artillerymen may, return, as there are escorts at Abrantes for Hie money 
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as well as for the ordnance stores, &c. The number of carts wanted for 
the money is 30; but I doubt not but others are required to move the 
ordnance stores. 

To the Officer commanding the Royal Artillery. Plaeencia, 8th July, 1809. 

It is desirable that all the horses, belonging to the artillery in different 
parts of Portugal, should be ordered to be collected at Lisbon, with the 
exception of those attached to Capt. Baynes’ brigade at Castello Branco. 

It is desirable that a 9 pounder and a 6 pounder brigade should be 
equipped for the field with these horses, and should be encamped upon 
the high ground behind Belem with the seven battalions of infantry now 
there ; and I beg that you will give directions accordingly. 

In case tliis letter should not find you upon the road, I send a duplicate 
of it to the officer commanding the artillery at Lisbon, through the Com- 
missariat at that station, in order that he may take measures to carry these 
orders into effect. 

To Col. Peacocke, Usbon. Plasencio, 8th July, 1809. 

I enclose a letter for the officer commanding the artillery, which I beg 
of you to peruse and deliver to the officer commanding the artillery at 
Lisbon. Although I have thus given directions that the strength of the 
body of troops in die camp at Belem should be augmented, I beg that you 
will understand that they arc to move ; but not till I shall send orders for 
their movement, after I shall have received from you and from the 
General officers commanding them a report of their state, such as I 
directed should be made in my letter to you of the 28th June. 

I beg that you will communicate this letter to Major Gen. Lightburne 
and to Brig. Gen. Catlin Craufurd, who, I conclude, command these troops. 

To ths Rt. Hon. J. H. Frcie. Plospncia, 8tb July, 1809. 

I have arrived here with the advanced guard of the British troops. The 
army which was with me on the Tagus will be here on the 9th and 10th, 
having marched some of tliem from the neighbourhood of Santarem since 
the 2'7th of last month. The distance is not far from 200 miles. The 
cavalry and part of the infantry lately arrived will be up in 2 or 3 days 
afterwards. 

I am going over to see Gen. Cuesta the day after to-morrow, and I 
shall return here on the 12th. I shall write to you from his quarters. 

You will have heard that Gen. Fronceschi is taken, with dispatches 
from Soult to King Joseph, and other interesting papers. I have seen the 
purport of these papers ; but I shall be very much obliged to you if you 
will send me copies of the originals, which have been sent to Seville, as 
well as Gen. Frauceschi and his aides de camp. 

To Lieut. Col. Roelie, Plaeencia, 8th July, 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 6th, I have this day received from 
Almeida the purport of the letters taken from Gen. Franceschi’s posses- 
sion, of which I have given to Lieut. Col. O’Lawlor a copy to forward to 
Gen. Cuesta, who may not have received them. 
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From these it appears that Soult has evacuated Galicia, and come to 
Zamora, solely with a view to give repose and to refit his army, and that 
he intends to plunder Braganza and to threaten Portugal ; and he has 
detached a small corps under Col. Guipd, the precise object of whose 
operations is not stated. Ney remains, and must remain, in Galicia. I 
heg that you will tell Gen. O’Donoju that I have no apprehensions for 
Poi-tugal. Braganza must he plundered, and that we cannot help j but I 
have taken measures to prevent any serious impression being made upon 
Portugal. I think, however, that the corps under Col. Guipe! may be 
destined to pass through the Puerto de Perales or the Puerto de Banos, to 
endeavor to ascertain what is going on in this quarter. The latter will be 
occupied on the 11th inst., but it is very desirable that some measures 
should be taken to occupy the Puerto de Perales, from whence the enemy 
could equally and most effectually annoy my communications with Portugal. 

I propose going over to see Gen. Cuesta on the 10th, to stay with him 
the 11th, and to return on the 12th. 


To die Rt. Hon. I. Villiera. Plosencia, 8th July, 1809. 

Beresford will have communicated to you the accounts which he has 
received from Gen. Cox of the capture of Gen. Francesohi and his aides 
de camp, and of the letters taken on his pemon. From these letters it 
appears to me that Soult has been obliged to come out from Galicia to 
Zamora solely for the purpose of giving repose to and refitting his army ; 
that he intends to plunder Braganza, which I conceive we cannot well 
prevent, and by his position, os well as by his movements, to tlireaten 
Portugal 5 that Ney remains in Galicia, in which kingdom ha is to fortify 
certain points, and to occupy them with his troops. 

You are aware that Beresford is about to collect bis army upon the 
frontier, somewhere south of the Douro ; and I defy Soult to do him or 
Portugal any injury as long ns his array is in its present situation, or by 
any amelioration of its situation which can be produced in n short period 
of time. He may be able to plunder Braganza, or any other village ; but 
I trust that the Portuguese government will have firmness sufficient to 
look at the great objects of the war, and not to disturb our plans or 
operations by calling for detachments to protect trifling objects upon the 
frontier; which detachments, after all, will not be able to effect any of 
the objects which the government would have in view in calling for 
them. Beresford’s army on the frontier of Portugal will protect that 
country, and will add much to the strength of my left flank. Hereafter 
it will be able to accomplish more important objects ; and, in the mean 
time, I do not think it much signifies whether a village more or less is 
plundered. 

I arrived here this day. It is said that King Joseph has crossed the 
Tagus with some of Victor’s cavalry and infantry, and the reinforcement 
he brought with himself, and is gone to join Sebastiani’s corps, which will 
thus amount to 30,000 men ; and that his intention is to beat Venegas, 
who has 20,000 men, and then to penetrate to Seville by Cordova. Victor 
remains near Talavera with the remainder of his array, it is said, in great 
distress for provisions. 
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I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from Mr. Boys, 
and the copy of one which I have in conseqnence written to the Commis- 
sary Gen. I shall be very much obliged to you if you will mention to 
the government the great inconvenience which the army has felt, ever 
since its arrival in Portugal, for the want of the assistance of the Civil 
government to procure the supplies it has required, particularly of carriages 
and mules. For the latter I have written to you, I believe, not less than 
10 letters ; but they have not yet assisted the British army witli one, and 
the magistrates of the country have rather prevented than aided us in 
procuring carts. 

I hope tliat now that we have left the country more attention will be 
paid to our demands, and that I shall not want that which alone I shall 
require from Portugal, the means of moving the money and ordnance 
stores which I shall want from Lisbon. I shall be obliged to you if you 
will send to Beresford the observations contained in the first part of this 
letter. 


To Marslml Bneaforcl. Plasencio, 9th July, 9809. 

I have received your letters of the 4th and 5th. I have not forgotten 
either the Puerto de Banos or the Puerto de Perales, and have called upon 
Cuesta to occupy botli. The former is already, and the latter will be so 
in a day or two. I have no apprehension that Soult will be able to do 
any thing for some time with his whole corps, but I think that that co- 
lumn ought to be watched. Your position in this view of the enemy’s 


G, O. ^ Fliiaencta. 9lh July. 1809. 

1. All the olHoers belonging to regimeiita which are in hula, muatbe encamijod with the 
men, excepting thoae whose health requires that tliey should remain in houses : applica- 
tions tor quarters for those officers must be made through the General officer commanding 
the brigade, to the officer of the Q, M. G.'s department with the division, or with head 
quarters. 

2. The officer of the Q. M. G.’s department with divisions, must quarter die General 
officers and their staff os near to their divisions and brigadss as possible. 

3. All officers, whether of the staff or regiments, requiring quarters at head quarters, 
must apply to Capt. Kelly, of the Q. M. G.’s department j and all officers requiring quar- 
ters at the head quarters of any division must apply to the Q. M. G. of the division. No 
officer, excepting those of the department of the Q. M. G., employed in this branch of the 
service, must apply for quarters to tlie magistrates. 

4. As commissaries have been appointed to supply all and every jiart of the army, to 
whom every individual, entitled to provisions and forage, can apply for what he requires, 
no application excepting by tiie commissaries must be made by any officer or soldier, or 
other persons attached to the army, to the magisbutes of the country for any article 
whatever. 

6. A General Court Martial will assemble to-morrow morning, at 11 o’clock, for the trial 
of such prisoners as will be brought before it. 

Major Gen. Mackenzie, President. 

Field OMccrs. Captains. Subalterns. 


Major Gen. Mackenzie’s brigade . . . • 1 2 1 

Major Gen. Hill’s division 2 1 2 

Brig. Gen. Campbell’s do. . . • . . 1 3 1 

Total . . 4 6 4 


Tile name of the officer appointed to aot as Dep. Judge Advocate will be sent in the 
course of the day to the President. 

All evidences to proceed immediately to head quarters who have been permitted to 
march with their divisions, and to report themselves to the Adj. Gem’s office. 




3S0 


SPAIN. 


operations will materially aid our left. I believe that the enemy do not 
know now where we are. 

In respect to your oflScers, I have no objection to your appointing them 
to regiments, if you think you can do so without inconvenience hereafter. 
All that I say is that the decision of the Commander in Chief and of 
government upon my letter of the Ith June must he final, and must he 
carried into execution. 

1 have not yet been able to obtain a return of our camp stores. As 
soon os I can get a return, I will spare you what can he given without 
inconvenience to the British troops ; hut I must have Mr. 'Villiera’ re- 
ceipt for every thing. 

I should have thought that the arrangements which I had made for 
paying Mr. Villiers £80,000 of the money lately arrived would have 
enabled you to have taken the field. I am going to Cuesta’s camp, and I 
shall write to you again when I return. 

To (he Rt Hon. J. Villiera. Flosencia, 9t1i July, 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 5tli, and I am perfectly satisfied with 
any notice taken by the government of the present acts of enmity com- 
mitted by the people of Portugal on the troops, which I fear that the 
latter deserve but too well. 

We must have some general rule of proceeding in cases of criminal 
outrages by British officers and soldiers, by which the individuals guilty 
of them may be brought to early punishment. As matters aro now con- 
ducted, the government and I stand complimenting each other, while no 
notice is taken of the murderer j and the example of his early trial and 
punishment is lost to the troops. 

The artilleryman who has committed tire murder at Cascaes must be 
tried according to die laws of the country, or for a military offence under 
the Articles of War. My opinion is that he, and all guilty of similar 
offences, ought to be tried (I mean tried in earnest, and not as the 
officers of the — ^th were tried) according to the laws of the country ; 
but if the government prefer that we should take cognizance of these 
offences, as being of a military nature, we will do so at once in every 
case ; but they must assist us in obliging Ihe witnesses to come forward 
and give their testimony on oath, to wliich I find they have great ob- 
jections. 

(}_ o. Plaacncia, Stli July, 1809, 

The Commander of die Forces having orraiigerl with the magistrates of the diflerent dis- 
tricts and towns iii Spaiii, diat tlie officers, soldiers, and others belonging to the army, are 
to be furnished with what they require, at the market prices of each place where they may 
he quartered, makes known to the troops, that the magistrates will cause to be put uji, in the 
square or market place of each town or village, a list of the various articles of jiruvisions, 
&c. &c, with their prices annexed to tliem ; and in cose any of the inhabitants should 
demand a higher price tlian that fixed, the soldiers are to complain to their officers, slating 
what inhabitants attempted to impose upon them, and the commanding officer of the regi- 
ment is to make known the soldier’s complaint to the magistrates of Uio town, who will take 
primer measures on the occasion. 

The soldiers are not, however, to attempt to take things by force, or on their own terms, 
under pretence that largo prices have lieeii demanded from them. Heads of departments 
and persons attached to head quarters, in addition to putting up tlieir names on tlie doors 
of their quarters, will always, on their arrival in a new quarter, immediately send their 
addresses to the Adj. ’Qen., and to the Commandant at head quartors. 
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I have been working ever since I have been in Portugal to effect the 
object proposed by government in respect to the carts; but the army 
commenced ill before I ai-rived, and I have never been able to get it right 
since. I shall most readily come into any measui'e proposed by govern- 
ment to remedy the horrible abuses and hardships now existing, and 
occasioned entirely by the mode in which carts are taken for the service 
of the British army. Let me see the plan of the government before they 
promulgate it, I have directed that the money borrowed from Quintella 
at Oporto be repaid to him at Lisbon. 

7%e ji,G. to Capt, and Lieut. , — r^t. 9tli July, 1809. 

I am to acquaint you that a General Court Martial will be assembled to-morrow 
morning at Flasencia, before which you are to be tried, ‘ For being second in a 
duel fought on the 19th June last, m the camps near Abrantes, between Lieut. 
and Lieut, , of the — regt.’ You will please to inform me of the evi- 
dences you mean to produce, in order that they may be warned by theDep. Judge 
Advocate. 

TTie A.O. to Brig. Qen. lAghtburne and Bng. Oen. C. Craufiird. 9th July, 1809. 

I am directed by his Excellency the Commander of the Forces to acquain^ou 
that he has been induced to order the second battalions lately arrived from Ehig- 
land to remain for a certain period encamped near Lisbon, in order that they may 
be most minutely looked into and attended to, and brought forward into such a 
state of discipline as will render them more capable of taking the field with credit 
and honor to themselves, when they shall be ordered to join the army. I am, 
therefore, to call your earnest and partievdar attention, as well to the exercising 
and forming of the men of these battalions, as to_ their health, diet, and geuer^ 
conduct. And his Excellency desires Uiat you will transmit to me for his in- 
formation regular returns and reports of the progress of the different corps, to- 
gether with such other circumstances as are necessary to remark upon, by every 
courier that leaves Lisbon for the head quarters of the army. 

In order, however, to afford the Commander of tlie Forces the most exact in- 
formation of the actual state of the corps, he has directed me to desire you will 
make immediately a half yearly inspection or review return, conformable to the 
form directed in the G. O. of tire army, of each corps under your command, and 
transmit them to head quarters without loss of time. 

It is his Excellency's further pleasure that the men are exercised at daylight in 
the morning for such time as may be necessary, as also that they have another 
parade at sunset every evening j and he hopes the greatest exertion on the part of 
the officers will be used to render these different battalions in aU respects fit for 
field service, 

P.S. Lieut. Col. Walsh, Town Major, receives Bvery day’s G. O., and you will 
please to ascertain they are correctly taken by the different regiments and made 
known to the men. 

To Major Gen. O'Donoju. Flasencia, ISth July, 1809. 

We arrived here last night, and CoL O’liawlor has this day commu- 
nicated to me your letter of the 12th, with the information from your 
officers sent on a reconnaissance towards the Alberche, for which 1 am 
much obliged to you. 

Q., O. Flasencia, ISth July, 1S09. 

1. Such regiments as have bakers who con bake biscuit, ore immediately to send a list 
of their names to Mr. Dep. Com. Gen. Dalrymple, and to the Adj, Gen.’s office, and the 
bakers are to attend at the Uep. Com. Gen.'s this evening, at 7 o'clock. 

2. The attention of the General officers is called to the orders of the 8th June, respecting 
the delivery of provisions by the Commissaries, and the Commander of the Forces begs to 
have from them a report that those orders have been complied with. 
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I desired Sir R. Wilson to write to you respecting the 2 battalions of 
nfantry ; and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will tell Gen. 
Quests that I have ordered Sir Robert to march on the 15lh, and Uiat it 
is desirable that the battalions should go to-morrow to El Toril, or at all 
svents next day to Majadas, to communicate from tlience wiUi Sir 
Robert, whom I will desire to leave orders for them at El Toril. I have 
desired Sir Robert to move thus early, in order that he may cover and 
assist the Commissaries whom I am about to send into the Vera de 
Plasencia, to endeavor to draw some subsistence from thence. 

Sir Robert telle me that the road by Majadas, Talayuela, and the 
Venta de San Julian, is a good one for artillery. I have sent an ofideer 
to examine it as far as Oropesa, and I expect his report to-morrow. If 
it should turn out to be good, it would probably be most convenient that 
I should march by that road ; and I shall be obliged to you if in the 
mean time, till I shall receive the oflScer’s report, which I shall commu- 
nicate to you, that you will ask Gen. Cuesta whether he thinks that any 
inconvenience will result from my being so far from him when he shall 
sross the Tagus. If he does, I shall go by the road originally fixed. 
We shall have some diificulty in getting all the bread we shall require at 
this place, but I still hope that we shall do. 

Po Marslial Beresfotd. Flascnoia, 13lU July, 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 'Ith. 

Dr. Fergusson writes to Mr. Thompson, to desire that you may have a cer- 
tain proportion of medicines, for which Mr. VRliers must give his receipt. 

I am sorry that I cannot allow any officers to take soldiers as servants 
from tlie British regiments in this army. You will observe that the late 
Commander of the Forces gave orders that officers belonging to regiments 
In this army should have Portuguese bfitmen and servants, for tlie hire of 
n'bicb he gave them an allowance ; and it would be rather an extraor- 
fiinary circumstance if I were to allow soldiers as servants to officers not 
belonging to regiments in Portugal, particularly when the Commander 
in Chief in England, by their own account, consented to their bringing 
servants with them from their regiments. I therefore return their appli- 
cation. 

In respect to the commissions for your officers, the question is exactly 
whether the commission by the local government will give their authority 
equally with that given to others by the Prince. If it will not, they ought 
to have the Prince’s commission. 

I don’t think I should do you much good in giving you any part of 
our Commissariat. Nothing can be worse than it is ; and I should re- 
commend to you to take the Portuguese Commissariat, and do the best 
jrou can with it. 

I wish you would desire your Commissaries, and others employed, not to 
take carts from the neighbourhood of the Tagus for tlie service of the 
Portuguese army, and to give up to the British Commissary at Abrantes 
ibove 200 carts, which are collected at Thomor for the use of the 
Portuguese army. You will recollect that to take carts in our neigh- 
bourhood is inconsistent with our arrangements for the 2 Commissariats 
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In consequence of this seizure of the carts for the Portuguese army, we 
cannot move our ammunition or our money from Abrantes. 

To the Kt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Pleaencia, 13tli Julv, 1809. 

I received your letter of the 8th, at Gen. Cuesta’s head quarters, to which 
I went on the 10th, in order to settle the plan of our future operations. 
I stated to the General my opinion that the principal attack upon the enemy’s 
posts on the Alberche ought to be made by the united force of the British 
army and the Spanish army under his command ; that it would be desirable 
to detach a corps consisting of 10,000 men, on our left, towards Avila, to 
turn the enemy’s right j and that Venegas, after having driven Sebastiani’s 
corps across the Tagus, by w’hich alone he is understood now to be opposed, 
should turn to his right, across the Tagus, eitlier at Aranjuez or at Fuen- 
tiduena, and threaten Madrid by the enemy’s left. 

The General proposed that I should make the projected detachment to 
Avila from the British army, which I declined, on the ground that tlio 
British troops, to act with advantage, must act in a body; and tliat I 
thought that the detachment might with more propriety and advantage be 
made from the Spanish army, which already appeared to me to be more 
numerous than was necessary for the operations on the Alberche, or than 
would be found convenient in reference to its state of discipline. 

I then proposed that this Spanish detachment should march by the 
Puerto de Baiios, that by Arenas and the Puerto del Pico being deemed 
impracticable for artillery. Gen. Cuesta, however, declined making any 
large detachment from his army j but offered to send 2 battalions of 
infantry and a few cavalry, to join Sir R. Wilson’s Portuguese brigade, 
and march upon Arenas, and thence upon Escalona on die Alberche, in 
communication with the left of the British army. He adopted, however, 
the remainder of the plan proposed, which we shall begin to carry into 
execution on the IStli inst. 

Gen. Cuesta having declined to send any large detachment to the quarter 
proposed by me, I of course have no opportunity of requesting that the 
Duque de Alburquerque should have the command, to which I certainly 
should have been disposed, as well on accoimt of your recommendation as 
from his own character. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Flasencio, 13th July, 1809. 

I have received your letters of the 8th ; and you will see in tlie accom- 
panying letters an account of my endeavors to prevail upon Gen. Cuesta 
to make a detachment upon Avila, and eventually upon Segovia. I agree 
with you in thinking that such a detachment would be a great advantage 
in a military point of view, and it might be attended by the political 
advantages to which you refer. 

In order to enable you to endeavor to attain the political advantages, I 
write the accompanying letter ; but I must at the same time inform you 
that I do not consider the movement to be necessary as a military measure ; 
nay, tliat to order it at present, when we have settled our operations, 
might be very inconvenient, and would certainly create delay ; and I con- 
ceive it would excite a jealousy of me in the mind of Cuesta which does 

VOL, III. 2 A 
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not appenj now to exist. The General received me well, and was very 
attentive to me ; but I had no conversation with him, as he declined to 
speak Frencli, and 1 cannot talk Spanish. 

I settled tlte plan of operations with Gen. O’Donoju, who appears to mo 
to he a very able oflicer, and well calculated to fill his station. It is 
impossible for me to say what plana Gen. Cuesta entertains. The general 
sentiment of the army, as far as I can learn it from the British officers, 
appears to be contempt of the Junta and of the present form of the 
government; great confidence in Cuesta, and a belief that he is too 
powerful for the Junta, and that he will overturn that government. 
This sentiment appears to he so general, that I conceive that the Duque 
de Alburquerque must entertain it equally with others ; but I have not 
seen the Duque, as he was at Puente del Arzohispo. 

I acknowledge that I conceive that the Junta would gain but little by 
the change of the person in whose hands the command should be placed; 
that person, in the existing state of the government, must bo formidable 
to them, particularly if he should be successful ; and if this be true, I 
do not know whether there are not some advantages to be derived from 
the employment of Cuesta. By dividing the troops into different aj’mies 
they may certainly diminish the danger ; but this security can only be tem- 
porary, for in proportion as the French concentrate their troops, the Spanish 
armies must do so likewise ; and they must, when together, bo under one 
head, and this head will be an object of fear and danger to the Junta. 

I don’t know what your opinion is of O’Donoju : ho is certainly an 
able man, and I think that if it is your opinion that ho can ho trusted, 

I could talk confidentially to him ; and if I did not guide their measures, 
and prevent all mischief, eitlier by Cuesta or others, I should at least obtain 
a knowledge of their real designs. 

I have no reason to complain ; on the contrary, I have reason to be 

satisfied with Sefior . He only appears to me to be too anxious 

to obtain a knowledge of our plans ; but I don’t know whether I ought 
to attribute this appearance of anxiety in him to my prejudices against 
him or to his desire to make his own employment of more importance, to 
his curiosity, or to his wish to make himself useful. A man in his situa- 
tion must have a foreknowledge of all our intended operations, and if he 

is not honest, he has it in his power to do us much mischief, 

has certainly the mind and manners of an intrigant, and he comes from a 
part of Spain, of which th® people are most likely not to he inimical to 

the French, Besides the anxiety of to obtain a knowledge of 

our plans from me, I have heard him making inquiries respecting the 
strength of corps from others, witli the result of which inquu'ies he cer- 
tainly had no concern. 

Upon the whole I am not quite sure that it would not have been better 
to send me 8 or 10 Spanish Assist. Commissaries to act with mine, and 
that the Junta should have given general orders throughout the country 
that my requisitions should be attended to. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Plascncia, IStli July, 1800. 

I have received your letters of the 6th and Ith. I did not understand, 
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when I desired Mr. Murray to pay you £80,000, that you had already 
received £35,000, otherwise I should certainly have confined the supply 
to you to £45,000 ; hut as I ordered that you might have £80,000 out of 
tlie sum of money arrived from England, which sum I then thought and 
still think can be spared from the demands of the army, I desire Mr. 
Murray to give you the sum of £80,000 besides £35,000 which you have 
received, making a total of £115,000. 

When I reflect that the largest sum you have ever stated to be neces- 
sary for you is £125,000, 1 hope that I may say that the wants of the 
Portuguese army, in money, have been well supplied by us ; and I wish 
I could say, with equal truth, that our wants in mules, carriages, provi- 
sions, &o., for which we are ready to pay, had been equally well supplied 
by them ; or that they had been supplied at all. Seven or 8 regiments of 
infantry are at this moment waiting at Lisbon for want of 12 mules for 
each regiment, to be purchased by the officers, to carry camp kettles, 
medicine chests, &c. &c. ! 

In respect to further supplies of money for the Portuguese troops, I 
must regulate them from time to time, by tlie knowledge I shall have of 
the state of the treasury at Lisbon, Cadiz, and Gibraltar ; end of the wants 
of the British army j that being, in every possible case, the object to be 
attended to in the first instance. As far as I can arrange it you shall feel 
no inconvenience from delay in the issue of money to yoiu' orders, which 
money can be given from the British military chest. Bull must consider 
the British army in the first instance ; and you must attribute any incon- 
venience which may result from the delay, not to me, but to those who 
have evidently undertaken to accomplish objects which they ai-e not able 
to reach, from the want of pecuniary means. I send you a dispatch from 
Mr. Frere, which I beg you to put up in a cover and forward to Mr. 
Canning. 

P.S. I shall answer your letter of the Ith to-morrow morning. 

To the Rt. Hon. the Judge Advocate Gkneml. Plaaenoia, 14th July, 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose the proceedings of a General Court Martial 
on the trial of private ***'*, of the — regt., for mutiny and for at- 
tempting to shoot Ensign , of the — regt., of which crime the Court 

at first acquitted him ; but upon a revisal of its sentence, under my direc- 
tion, the Court found him guilty, and sentenced him to be shot. 

The Court at the same time represented to me that private « * » * 
was insane, and they entered into an inquiry upon this subject, of which 
I likewise enclose the proceedings, as well as the report of Dep. Inspector 
of Hospitals, Fergusson, on private » • « *’s health, and a memorial 
from private * * » * to myself. 

I am desirous of receiving His Majesty’s commands respecting the exe- 
cution of the sentence of the General Court Martial on private * * » *_ 


Q Q Plascuoiai Htli July, 1609. 

’ 4 . When a hrigaile of attillei'y will be detached with a division of infimtry, tiie officer 
commanding must give directions to the Commissary of one of the brigades of infantry to 
provide tiie artillerymen, drivers, and horses, with jirovisious and forage. 
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To Brig. Gen. Cox, Governor of Almeiila. Plaaeiioiii, Mtli July, 1800. 

I have received your letter of the 9th. I request you to have each man 
that you may find belonging to the British army clothed and fed. Send 
me from time to time a list of their names, and of the regiments to wdiicli 
they belong, and I shall send you directions how they arc to he disposed 
of; and an account of the disbursements made for each man, and 1 shall 
have the money reimbursed to you. I am obliged to you for the orders 
you have given to the Assist. Surgeon and party of the 8lth regt, 

I don’t think that Soult is able to attack Ciudad Rodrigo, although it 
is not impossible that he may annoy the frontier. He has no artillery, 
and is not well provided with arms. 

To Marshal Beresford. Plasencia, 14th July, ISOI). 

I have received your letters of the 8th and 9th. I had already received 
from the Duque del Parque the extract from Soult’s letter, of which I 
have since received copies from Seville. The latter are much more full 
and important than the former, particularly as they relate to Portugal ; 
and I send you the extracts of what is written on this subject. 

I don’t believe that Ney has quitted Galicia; at least wo have not 
heard that he has ; and you will see that Soult ordered him to remain 
there. Soult can certainly do notliing against Portugal, for he is in a 
most miserable state, without arms, artillery, ammunition, shoes, &o. But 
if Ney withdraws froroy Galicia, Rornanamiist in some manner he brought 
into play. Your plan for him appears to be a good one, and will, I hope, 
keep all in check till we shall have decided our afljairs with Victor, 

I have given (srders that you may have 1000 camp kettles, including 
the 'JO without orates. Villiers must' give his receipt for them. I shall 
write for your great coats and clotliing. I see no objection to your giving 
your English officers the bfit and forage of tlieir English rank, and 2 
montlis’ advance of their regimental EngUsh pay. 

To Vice Adni. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Plasencia, Mtli July, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 5th, relative to tlio 
disembarkation of the ordnance and stores; and, having conversed on tlie 
subject with the Officer commanding the artillery, it appears to me that 
it would he expedient to retain in the Tagus the ships (11) named in the 
margm, with the ordnance and stores on board ; and that the stores in the 
other ships, of which you enclose me a list, should he disemhaiked, with 
the exception of those on board the Richmond, No. 321, which stores are 
to be left in that sliip ; and that she, with her stores on hoard, and tliose 
ships from which the stores shall he disembarked, should be sent home as 
soon as may be possible. 

To thfi Et. Hon. J. Villiers. Plasencia, Ulli July, 1801). 

I have perused Dom M. Forjaz’s paper respecting carts, &e,, upon 
which I will send liim some observations as soon as I sliall have conversed 
upon the subject , of it with the Q. M. G. and the Commissary Gen. In 
the mean time I beg you will inform Dom M. Forjaz that the greater part 
of what he has recommended has already been carried into execution. 
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the A.G, to Ool. DonMn, I4tli July, ISOO. 

In reply to your memorandum on the return of the sick left nt Gastello Branco, 
1 am desired to observe that the Commander of the Forces’ intention is, that the 
G. O. should he strictly complied with, which have been issued for the superin- 
tendence of the sick. The proportion of otlicers to he left with siek men was fixed 
by the 6. O. of the 10th May, viz. one subaltern fur every 30 men of cacli bri- 
gade ; consequently, by the return, your brigade should leave 2 (jffleers ; and 
indeed you have almost the proportion of 100, which requires a Captain. Gen. 
Mackenzie’s brigade should have left a subaltern ; and I have written to that offleer 
to direct one to he sent. Gen. Cameron’s and Plill's brigade should likewise have 
left a subaltcni, and 2 shall proceed to Costello Branco forth witli ; and the atten- 
tion of the General ofKcers above mentioned shall he called to the neglect of 
former orders. With reference to your application rehitive to Copt. M'Grcgor, 
the Commander of the Forces directs, that, besides him, a subaltern from your 
brigade shall he sent to remain at Gastello Branco until further orders. 

It appears by the enclosed, Gen. Cameron’s brigade did leave an officer ; there- 
fore there must he a mistake in your report of not one officer being left behind. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke. Fksencia, ISth July, 1809. 

I enclose a letter which has been forwarded to me by Dep. Commissary 
Gen. Dalrymple from Mr. Commissary — — , containing an account of 
transactions at Gastello Branco, which does not differ materially &om tliat 
which you gave me of the same transactions. 

I am not astonished that you and the General officers should feel 
indignant at the neglect and incapacity of some of the officers of the 
Commissariat, by which we have suffered and are still suffering so much ; 
but what I have to observe, and wish to impress upon you, is, that they 


G. 0. Flosenciii, lAth July, 1800 . 

1. Ill consequence of the representations of the Lient. General commaiuling the cavalry, 
of tlio insuflicicucy of the allowance of the veterinary surgeons, ami farriers of the regiments 
of dragoons, an additional allowance of 3ii. for each horse per month fo the former, and 
^ per day for each horse to the latter, will be given. 

2. Extract of a letler from the Deputy Inspector of Hospitals to his Excellency the 

Commander of the Forces. 

‘ Many men have lately been sent to tlie hospital, both Iiere and elsewhere, in a state of 
the utmost tilth, some with no shirts at all, and others with only one that had not been 
washed fur any discoverable length of time ; greater attention to'cleunliiiess and the state 
of the men's necessaries seems therefore called fur in some brigades of the army, and bath- 
ing whenever practicable at an early hour in tlie morning, but at no other time, ought to 
tie universally practised during the liot season. The worst species of contagious fever is 
infallibly generated among the trnniis by tlie neglect of personal cleanliness ; new killed 
meat witliout salt is very picjndicial ; and tlie mode of issuing and conducting the rations 
has been productive of much annoyance, exhaustion, and disappointment, and consequently 
of diseases to tlie soldiers.’ 

3. Tlie Commander of the Forces is concerned to state, that he has found those soldiers 
who were sent into hospitals in the shameful state reported by tlie Inspector of hospitals, 
belonged to the 21th, 31st, and 45th legts., and the German Light Dragoons; and he 
desires that more attention may be paid to the men's necessaries by the officers in future. 

4. It is very desirable that the officers commanding companies should endeavor to pro- 
cure salt in sidficient quantities for their men, and that the officers commanding regiments 
should, if possible, moJie some arrangement &r supplying the men with breakfast. 

7. The army will march on the 17th, and all the arrangemeufs must be made in tlie 
course of this day and to-morrow, for leaving in the general hospital such men as it will 
not be possible to move ; subsistence to the 24tli July must be left for such men os may be 
sent to general hospitals, and officers for the sick, in each brigado, according to the pro- 
portion in the G. O. ISth May. Commanding officers of regiments will send diis day to 
the Adj. Geii., before 7 o’clock f.m., a return of carts attached to their regiments. 

8. 'The Commissary Gen. will this day make bis arrangements with the Assist. Commis- 
saries of brigades and regiments, to deliver to the troops at Plasencia, to-morrow, 4 days' 
hi'ead, viz. 17tli, IStli, lOth, and 20tli iiist. 
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are gentlemen, appointed to their oflSce by the King’s authority, although 
not holding his commission ; and that it would he infinitely better, and 
more proper, if all neglects and faults of theirs were reported to me, by 
whom they can be dismissed, raOier than that they should be abused by 
the General officers of the army. Indeed, it cannot he expected that they 
will hear tlje kind of abuse tliey have received, however well deserved we 
may deem it to be ; and they will either resign their situations, and jmt 
the army to still greater inconvenience, or complain to higher authorities, 
and thereby draw tliose who abuse them into discussions, which will take 
up, hereafter, much of their time and attention. 

I don’t enter into the grounds you hod for being displeased with 

Mr. , which I dare say were very sufficient ; but I only desire that, 

in all these cases, punishment may he left to me, who alone can have the 
power of inflicting it. 

To Vise. CaBtlereagb. Ploscncia, 15th July, 1809. 

After I had written to your Lordship, on the 1st inst., King Joseph 
Buonaparte crossed the Tagus again, and joined Sebastiani with the troojts 
he had brought from Madrid, and with a detachment from Marshal 
Victor’s corps, making the corps of Sebastiani about 28,000 men, with 
an intention of attacking Venegas’ corps. Venegas, however, retired into 
the mountains of the Sierra Morena, and Col. Lacy, with his advanced 
guard, attacked a French corps in the night, and destroyed many of them. 
The French troops then again returned to the Tagus, which river King 
Joseph had crossed with the mnforcement which ho had taken to Sehas- 
tiani’s corps ; and this last corps, amounting to 10,000 men only, was on 
the left hank of the Tagus, about Madridejos, in front of Venegas, who 
was again advancing. The last accounts from this quarter were of the 
8th. The French army under Victor, joined by the detachments brought 
by King Joseph from Sebastiani’s corp, and amounting in the whole to 
about 35,000 men, ' are concentrated in tlie neighbourhood of Talavera 
and on the Alherche. 

Gen. Cuesta’s army has been in the same position which I informed 
your Lordship that it hod taken up when I addressed yon on the 1st inst. 

The advanced guard of the British army arrived here on the 8th, and 
the troops which were with me on the Tagus arrived by the 10th. The 
23d light dragoons arrived yesterday, and the 48th and Gist regts. will 
arrive to-morrow. 

I went to Gen. Cuesta’s quarters at Almaraz on the 10th, and stayed 
there till the 12th, and I have arranged witli that General a plan of opera- 
tions upon the French army, which we ore to begin to carry into execu- 
tion on the 18th, if the French should remain so long in their position. 

The Spanish army under Gen. Cueata consists of about 33,000 mon 
(exclusive of Venegas’ corps), of which 1000 arc cavalry. About 14,000 
men are detached to the bridge of Arzobispo, and the remainder are in 
the camp under the Puerto de Mirabote. The troops were ill clothed, 
hut well armed, and the officers appeared to take pains wiUi tlmir disci- 
pline. Some of the corps of infantry were certainly good, and the horses 
of the cavalry were in good condition. 
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I have the pleasure to inform your Lordship that the 1 battalions of 
infantry from Ireland and tho islands, and tlic troops of horse artillery 
from Great Britain, arrived at Lisbon in Ihe beginning of the month. 
Gen. R. Oraufurd’s brigade are on the march to join the army, but will 
not arrive here till the 24tli or 25th. 

Tu Vise. Casllereagli. Plosencia, ISlh July, 1809, 

I have nothing to add to my public letter of this date. I enclose to 
you the last state of the army, with such reniurks upon it os may be useful 
to you. I have but a bad account of the corps arrived from Ireland and 
the islands ; and I have been obliged to leave them still at Lisbon, till 
they can get mules and other means to enable them to move ; and I have 
desired the oiheers to take advantage of tliat time to put them in a state 
fit for service. 

77i« ^,G, to Capl. , Lieut. ■■■■■, Auiat. Stay.——, — regt. 16th July, 1809. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to acquaint you that, agreeable 
to orders received from England, in which is pointed out that, by the ISth section 
of the Mutiny Act, a power is reserved to Courts Martini to proceed against per- 
sons who have been acquitted of any crimes or offences by the civil magistrates 
for militaiT offences committed by them ; it has, therefore, been determined to 
bring you before a Court Martial, to be held at the head quarters of the army, as 
soon ns yon .shall join ib A copy of the ch.arge to bo preferred against you I 
herewith enclose, and it will be necessary for you to send me a list of the evidences 
you mean to produce in your own behalf. If there should be any Portuguese, or 
persons in a civil capacity, at Lisbon, tvhom you may wish to call upon, their 
expenses to tho army and back will be defrayed. You will bo pleased, on re- 
ceipt of this, to sot out for the head quarters of the army accordingly, reporting 
to me your arrival. I have in my possession the autnonticated copy of your 
acquittal by the civil power at Lisbon of the murder, and also that of die Court 
of Inquiry. 

To Major Gen. Mackenzie. Plasencia, IGtli July, 1800. 

I have perused the proceedings and sentence of the General Court 

Martial, of which you are President, on flie trial of , private in the 

— regt., for striking Ensign , of the — regt., and I am concerned 

that I cannot agree in opinion with the General Court Martial in respect 
to their sentence, and that I must request them to revise it. 

There appears to be no doubt of the guilt of the prisoner ; and 

tho question remains for consideration whether any circumstances have 
appeared upon the trial which ought to prevent tlie Court from passing 
upon the sentence of death. 

The only justification that can he alleged is that Ensign ‘ collared 

the prisoner ’ to take him to a place of confinement, for it does not 


Q, O, Plasoncia, Iflth July, 1609. 

3. When the Commissary Gen. is unable to issue wine to the troops, either on account 
of tile scarcity of the article, or of the difficulty of issuing it, he must not interfere in any 
manner wiUi the sale of wine where the troops may be quartered, or in the neiglibonrhooil. 
The Provost Marshal and his assistants will in that cose take care that order is preserved 
in the wine houses. 


G. A. O. Plasencia, 10th July, 1800 . 

The A. A. G. of the divieion in which the brigade is that furnished the guards this day, 
will ho responsible that tliey ioiii their coriH in the morning before they move off, except the 
aininunition guard at tho artillery pork and tlie provost guard, which remains as heretofore. 
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appear in any part of tte evidence tliat waa Btruck by Ensign » 

But supposing he was struck by the officer, as it appears ho was by the 
Serjeant, it is no justification for the crime of the greatest miignitude that 
a soldier can commit, and committed, I observe, in this instance, after 
previous repeated threats. A soldier has modes of redress for violence 
committed upon him by his officer, without threats and blows ; and the 
General Court Martial cannot intend, by their sentence, to give currency 
and sanction to an opinion that a soldier can be justified, by any circum- 
stances, in threatening and striking his officer. 

I am the more anxious that the General Court Martial should revise 
their sentence upon this occasion, because I am concerned to state that 
several instances have occurred lately of soldiers having struck officers 
and non-commissioned officers in the execution of their duty. 

To Majoi' Gen. O’Donoju. Plasmcia, 18th July, IROO. 

The officer who waa sent out to examine tlie road by Majadas and 
Talayuela has reported that it will answer for artillery; so that, in conse- 
quence of your letter, we shall march by it My head quarters will be, 
on tlie 18th, at Majadas; on the 19tb, Centenillo; and on tho 20th at 
Oropesa. I am sorry to say that we shall march but ill provided with 
many articles which we require, owing to tlie deficiency in tho moans of 
transport in our possession ; and this country is either unable or unwilling 
to supply them. I have sent a Commissary to Gata and Ciudad Rodrigo, 
but he has not been able to procure one mule; and I fear that lie will not 
be more successful at Bejar, as there appears a general disinclinntiou to 
give tliat assistance to the army which every army requires, more parti- 
cularly in a country unprovided with magazines or strong places. 

Nothing shall prevent me from carrying into execution the arrange- 
ments which I settled with Gen. Cucsta when 1 had the pleasure of seeing 
him, although to do so will be attended with the greatest inconvenience, 
on account of the deficiency of the means of tmnsport, which I thou hoped 
that this country and Ciudad Rodrigo would have aflbrded; but I think it 
but justice to the army under my command, and to His Majesty, to deter- 
mine that I shall undertake no new operations till I shall liave been sup- 
plied with the means of transport wliich tile army requires ; and hut fair 
and candid towards Gen. Cuesta to announce to him this determination at 
the ewliest moment. The British army does not require much assistance 
of this description none for the baggage of individuals ; and what is 
wanted is to he applied solely to the transport of provisions, ammunition, 
inoney , and medical stores. All countries in which an army is acting arc 
obliged to supply those means; and if tlie people of Spain are unable or 
unwilling to supply what the army requires, I am afraid that they must 
do without its services. 

I shall be obliged to you if yon will lay this letter before Gen. Cuesta 
for his information^ and tell him that I shall send a copy of it to Mr. Frcrc 
for tlie information of the government I beg you at tho same lime to 
mtorm Gen. Cuesta that I am convinced Sefior L. do Torres and Col. 

O Lawlor have done every thing in their power to procure for the army tho 
means of transport which we have required. 
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1V> tile Rt. Hon. J. H. Frcrc. Plasencin, 16tli July, 1809. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have written to Major Gen, 
O’Donojii, which I beg of you to communicate to the government. 

It is impossible for me to express to you the inconvenience and risk 
which we incur from the want of means of conveyance, which I cannot 
believe the country could not furnish if tliere existed any inclination to 
furnish them. 

I cannot but observe, howevei-, tliat although to me, personally, tliere 
has been much civility from all classes of tlie inhabitants since I came 
into Spain, this has not been the case witli the army in general. The 
officers complain, and I believe not without reason, that the counti-y gives 
unwillingly the supplies of provisions we have required, and I have been 
obliged to promise that they shall he replaced from our stores in Portugal ; 
and we have not procured a cart or a mule for the service of the army. 
This does not look promising ; and I shall certainly not persevere if our 
prospect of good treatment does not improve. 

P. S. We really should not be worse off in an enemy’s country ; or, 
indeed, so ill, as we should there take by force what we should require. 

To C. Flint, Esq. Plasencia, 17th July, 1809. 

The Spanifli'ds took Gen. Franceschi and his two aides de camp, 
Capts. Antoine and Bernard, on their way from Zamora towards Torde- 
sillas and Madrid j and I saw tliese gentlemen at Zarza la Mayor, on their 
journey to Seville, about a fortnight ago. Gen. Franceschi was very 
anxious that his wife and family should be informed that he was alive, 
as well as his aides do camp, and not likely to be hurt, altliough a prisoner. 
I shall be much obliged to you, therefore, if you will convey to Madame 
Franceschi de Somme this intelligence through Holland, according to the 
address, ‘ Madame Franceschi de Somme, Rue Ville t’Eveque, d Paris.’ 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Pltiscncia, 17th July, 1800. 

I sent you my last dispatch to Lord Castlereagh, which will have ap- 
prised you of our intended operations. Tire infantry moved this morning, 
and the whole army will be across tlie Tietar to-morrow, in order to 
carry into execution the plan of operations concerted with Cuesta. 

Mr. Murray is not come up ; but as soon as I shall see him, and shall 
get from him an exact account of the states of our supplies of money, I 
propose to desire him to give directions tliat one-sixth of all the money 
which may arrive from England, and which may be procured for bills at 
Lisbon. Cadiz, and Gibraltar, may be paid to you for the use of the 
Portuguese government, your uemand being about one-sixth of the esti- 
mated expenses. 

We do not yet know what the French are doing. The intelligence 
from Gen. Cuesta looks like a retreat; that from other quarters, as if 
they intended to fight us on the Alberche. 

To Marahal Boteaford. Plaaenoia, 17th July, 1809. 

The infantry of the army moved this day, and the whole will cross the 
Tietar to-morrow, to co-operate with Cuesta in an attack upon the French 
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upon the Alberche. It is not (jiiite certain yet whether they intend to 
retire, or to wait for ns, but I am inclined to think they will do the former. 

I have ordered Gen. Lightburne, and the 2d batt. 6th regt., and 2d 
batt. 58tb regt., to be prepared to obey any orders they may receive from 
you. Having been in camp for a fortnight, at Alcantwa (Lisbon), I 
conclude that they are now prepared to move. I have ordered the other 
troops to join me by Abrantes, and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
aiTange that this brigade, which is to join you, should proceed by any 
other road. You must take care of theii- subsistence on the road ; and I 
beg you to recollect tliat they are young troops, unaccustomed to war, 
and I shall be obliged to you if you will not march tliem more than 3 or 
4 leagues in a day. They will be subsisted to the 24tb Aug., before they 
leave Lisbon. 

I asked Cuesta to secure for me the passes of Banos and Perales, and 
he has occupied the former, but has left the latter to be occupied by the 
Duque del Parque. I wish that you would send somebody to see how 
the pass is occupied, and that, at all events, you should have an eye to 
that pass. It will make me quite secure, and will render mo the greatest 
service that, in their present situation, the Portuguese troops could render. 
I don’t think that tlie French would like to venture tlirough that pass in 
the existing situation of their affairs. The bridges of Alcantara .and 
Alraaraz being irreparable, they would be in a cul cle sac, and would have 
no exit, excepting through a desert on the frontier of Portugal. 

P. S. If you don’t like to have — • — , you may leave him at Lisbon. 

To Vice Aclm. the Hon. G. Bcikeley. PliiBoiioia, 17th July, 1809. 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 10th inst. I 
do not understand to what use Dom M. Forjaz could apply the articles 
which he has demanded from the naval stores. I rather believe, however, 
that he would require two good cables to be passed across the river, one 
ahead, the other astern of the boats, to which the boats are fastened head 
and stern by other ropes. Tliis is the more approved mode of fixing a 
bridge, particularly in a river liable as the Tagus is to sudden rises and 
falls. 

I have not yet sent off the 2 battalions of detachments, and shall not 
send them till I shall be more certain of the movements of the enemy. 
It is probable that it will be so late in the season before they could arrive 
at Abrantes, that they would experience much delay and inconvenience in 
embarking in boats before they could reach Valada. 

I am glad to find the accounts confirmed which we had received of dm 
evacuation of Ferrol and Coruna by the French ti'oops. 

To Major Gen. O'Donoju. Majadns, ISIli .Tuly, 1800, 

The British army crossed the Tietar this morning, and I have my head 
quarters at this place. I hear that an officer passed at Bazagona last 
night, with a letter for me from Gen. Cuesta, and through the army tins 
moraing, but he missed me, and I have not yet seen him. I imagine 
from the dust I saw near Almaraz, that the Spanish army crossed the 
Tagus this day. 
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1 shall probahly meet you at Oropesn, hut, if I slumlcl not, I montion 
now, that I think it would be desirable that wo should revise our plan for 
the attack of the enemy, so far as goes to the separation of the two 
armies. When at Esoalona, I shall be 9 leagues from you, iiml the* enemy 
will have been perfectly acquainted with my movements, which will have 
been made along his front, [t appears to me, that we ought to eonccii' 
trate our attack, and botli armies to cross the Albercho at or near tho 
same place. As long as we are together, no accident can happen to 
either ; when separate, wo are both liable to be attacked by the enemy’s 
whole force, and it does not appear to mo that any object will be gained 
by our separation. 

To tho Junta of Plaseiioia. Majadas, ISlli July, 1800. 

I was much concerned that t was not at home when you did tno the 
honor of calling upon me last night ; and I have now tho honor of ac- 
knowledging the receipt of tho letter which you wrote to me. 

I am much gratified to learn that I have given you satisfaction during 
my residence at Plasencia, and that you have no cause for complaint of 
tho conduct of the British troops. A certain degree of inconvenience 
must he felt by the inhabitants of every town near which an army is 
stationed, and I did every thing in my power to alleviate that whiclj you 
would feel from tlio neighbourhood of the British army. 

Upon my eptranco into Spain, 1 certainly cxpcctod to derive that assist- 
ance in provisions and other moans which an army invariably roccivt'S 
from the country in which it is stationed; more parlie.ularly wlion it lias 
been sent to the aid of the people of that cuuni.ry. 1 liavo not boon ilis- 
appointed in tlie expectations I had formed of rtuiolviiig supplios of pro- 
visions, and I am much obliged to the .lunta for the pains they have 
taken upon that subject, and I am convinced that they did every thing in 
thoir power to procure for us the other means we required, althougli I 
am sorry to say we did not receive them. 

To Major Gen. O’Donoju. Coiitciiillo, lOlli July, IROff. 

I have received your paper from Col. O’Lawlor, for wliieh I am much 
obliged to you. We shall bo at Oropesa to-morrow. I agree with nearly 
all that you suggest ; I wish you and Gen, Cuesta, however, to consider 
of tlie suggestions contained in my note of yesterday. 

When the enemy shall retire over tljc bridge of the Alberche, near 
Talavera, it is probable that ho will destroy it. The question will then 
mise, whetlier the river can he crossed tliere with artillery ; if it cannot, 
in my opinion, tlie greatest part, if not tho whole, of hol^i armies, ought 
to attack by San Roman, where I understand the river is fordable for 
artillery; otherwise, while a part of our united army, or tfic British 
troops for instance, may he engaged with the whole of tho enemy’s force 
on the left hank of the Alberche, tho Spanish army may he /tors do mnhat 
on tho right bank, by being unable to ford tho rivor, or to repair tho 
bridge. This would he the case, supposing tho lower part of the rivor 
not to he fordable for artillery; but supposing it is so, I still think that 
the two armies ought to co-oporate with each other, as near as possible, 
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in order to throw our whole concentrated force upon the enemy, and in- 
sure a victory to your new troops. 

When we shall cross the Alherche the engagement will have begun, the 
enemy will have assembled his force, and the distance of .S leagues 
between the Spanish and British armies will he too much, and will expose 
both to some risk. 

I wish you to consider these points, and I will meet you to-morrow at 
Oropesa, or at Montalhan, if that place shall be more convenient to yon, 
if you will name the hour. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. VUlien. Gentenillo, lOtli July, 1809. 

I have only now received your letter of the 13th, and I am glad that I 
have had it in my power to gratify you with the £80,000. As soon as I 
shall see the Commissary Gen., I shall desire him to arrange that you shall 
have one-sixth of all the money we procure for hills, &c., from England, 
and I can do no more. 

It is not my fault if tne British government have undertaken in Spain 
and Portugal a larger concern than they can find means to provide for. 

I must take measures to prevent the British troops from suffering want ; 
and I think I provide very handsomely for the Portuguese subsidy, which 
amounts to one-sixth of our estimated expense, by allotting to it ono-sixth 
of our supply, whatever it may he. 1 cannot do more, and cannot give 
you an unlimited power of taking money from the Commissary at Lisbon. 

Col. is mad : neither he nor we Imve any thing to do with Iho 

expenses of the Vice consul ; and ho knows that the Commissary Gon. 
must pay the expenses of transporting the troops. 

I have nothing new from hence. Tlie Spanish army has crossed the 
Tagus, and I believe that the French are still in the same situation. 
Iting Joseph is certainly gone to Madrid. 


To Don Gi'egorio Cueata. Talavera de la Rcynn, Mil .Tiily, 1809. 

I have the honor to inform your Excellency that 2 divisions of British 
infantry, and one brigade of British cavalry, will cross the Albcrche to- 
morrow morning at 4 o’clock, and will proceed to the attack of the right 
of the enemy’s position on the heights near Cazalegas. Two divisions of 
British infantry, and 2 brigades of British cavalry, will remain in reserve 
on tlie plain on the right of the Alherche, with their left on the wood near 
the Duque de Alva’s palace, to act in support of the otlier British divi- 
sions, or otherwise, as circumstances may require. 


n , j. I T. . Otoiicsa, aotli Itt\y, 1B0». 

i he Cnimnancler of the Forces wishes that the corp should he as struiii; us ixisaililp and 
that no man should be left witli baggage wliom it is not absolutely necessary to leave in 


Tlio men’s arms to be particularly examined this afteniooii by the olllcors s every iiiuii 
must have a good 1 hut, and the dust must be well olcaned from the lodes mid (euohdioles. 
1110 UrminaTiilcr ol the lorccs desires that llie unmilitavy pvadico of ilring in the iiekdi- 
oourliood of the lines may be (iiseonliimod by the trooiw, * ° 

w'latover iliey may rcocivc from the 
deil'hi'h ^ “ coimfty. The time of the Cominmider of tlie Forces yesterday was nceii- 
of commissaries having taken lUifiireiit articles of provisiiniB 
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I understand it to be settled by your Excellency, that a Spanish division 
of infantry and cavalry is to cross the Alberehe in a centrical point, 
between the bridge and the wood in which the Duque de Alva’s palace is 
situated, nearly at the time the British divisions will commenoa their 
attack upon the enemy’s right j and that nearly at the same time another 
Spanish division of infantry and cavalry, and strongly supported by artil- 
lery, is to attack the bridge over the Alberehe. I also understand that 
your Excellency intends that a large division of infantry, and the great 
body of the Spanish cavalry, should be in reserve in the plain behind the 
Alberehe. 

Having been this evening on tlie left bank of the Tagus to examine the 
enemy’s position on that side, I am of opinion that great facility will be 
given, and eventual success will attend, the attack of the bridge over the 
Alberehe, if a battalion with four 6 pounders were this night sent over 
the Tagus, with directions to the Commanding oflBcer to place himself, 
and use his artillery, first on the flank of the enemy’s defences of the 
bridge, and secondly, as the Spanish troops will advance, on the left flank 
of his position on the heights. I am of opinion that if the guns are 
unlimbered, and taken over by hand, there will be no difSculty in getting 
them across the bridge over tlie Tagus, and that they can be at their 
station in the evening. If your Excellency wishes it, I will send an 
English officer with them to show where they ought to he stationed. 

To lileut. Gen. Slierbrooko. Talavera tie la Reyna, allli July, 1809. 

I find that Gen. Stewart is gone forward with 2 squadrons of hussars, 
and he followed the enemy to 8'“ Olalla, where the rear guard was in 
force, and he is retuniing to El Bravo, which is about 2 leagues forward 
from Cazalegas, where 1 understand that he has some tlioughts of leaving 
the 2 squadrons. You will be the best judge whether tliey ought to 
remain there, and will give your own directions upon that subject. I also 


G. o. Oropi'Sa, Slit July, IBOtl. 

The army will march to-morrow morning; the regiments to he in the ranks as strong as 
passible. 

The army will parade this erening, in marching order, at 5 o’clock, on the right of the 
high road from Oropesa towards Talavera de la Reyna, to he seen by Gen. Cuesta ; the 
infantry and artillery formed in cue lino from the left, in the following order : 

T'ho dth division witli its left at the point near Oropesa, pointed out by tlie Commander 
of the Forces. 

Major Gen. Hill's division. 

Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke's division. 

Third division. 

Lieut. Geii. Payne will receive directions from tlie Commander of the Forces where to 
form the cavalry. 

The troops will be at open ranks, and will present arms, and officers salute; drums and 
bands to play a march ; each regiment, by word of command from its own commanding 
officer, when the General will apinoach its left. 

The Commander of the Forces desires that mules, which will bring the previsions, may 
be allowed to go away os soon as the provisions will be delivered, and those who bring them 
will have got their receipts ; the most serious inoonvenieiice has alieady resulted from the 
detention of those mules. 


'ftilavcra du la Ucyna. SSd July, 1609. 

One third of each regiment to remain accoutred in their lines, and tlie whole must he on 
the alert. 

Officers commanding regiments arc to keep their officers with their companies. 
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find that Gen. Cuesta is advancing with his army upon S'* Olalla, and I 
think it more than probable that he will he in a scrape, and will send to 
you to move to his assistance. I beg that you will not move till you 
shall hear from me. 

P.S. The Commissary sends you 5000 rations of bread, which I shall 
be obliged to you if you will divide among the troops of yours and 
Mackenzie’s divisions and Anson’s brigade. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke. Talavcra de la lieyiia, 21th .Tuly, 1809. 

1 have just received your letter of 4 p.m., and I have learnt from Gen. 
Stewart that he has left the 3 squadrons at S‘“- Olalla. As the Spanish 
armies are there, they can he of no use, and 1 am sure will he much better 
with their regiment. You will tlierefore do well to draw tliem in in the 
morning. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Talavera de la Reyna, 2.1th Jidy, 1809. 

I conclude that Gen. Cuesta apprised the government of the success of 
the first operations of the combined armies. We intended to attack tltc 
enemy this morning at daylight in his position on the Alberche, and all 
the arrangements were made and the columns formed for that purpose ; 
hut the enemy retired to S*'^ Olalla in tlie course of last night. Gen. 
Cuesta has since marched to Cevollaj and I do not know whether he 
intends to halt there, or what arc to he his future operations. 

I have been obliged to intimate to him, since my arrival lioro, that I 
should consider that I had performed the engagement which I liad made 
with him as soon as I should have removed the enemy from the Alhorcho, 
and should thereby have given him possession of the course of the Tagus, 
and should have laid open to him tho communication with La Mancha and 
with Gen. Venegas’ corps, and that I could attempt no further operation 
till I should be made certain of my supplies, by being furnished with 
proper means of transport and the rcijuisite provisions from tlie country. 

This intimation has become still more necessary within the last 3 days, 
in which I am concerned to say that, although my troops have been on 
forced marches, engaged in operations with the enemy, tho success of 
which I must say depended upon them, they have had notliing to eat, while 
the Spanish army have had plenty ; notwithstanding tliat I have returns of 
engagements made by the alcaldes of villages in the Vera do Plasencia to 
furnish this army before tlie 24th of this montli with 250,000 rations. 

I certainly lament tlie necessity which obliges me to halt at present, 
and will oblige me to withdraw from Spain, if it should continue. There 
is no man that does not acknowledge, even Gen. Cuesta himself acknow- 
ledges, the justice and propriety of my conduct in halting now, or in 
eventually witlidrawing ; and I can only say, that I have never seen an 
^ray so ill-treated in any country, or, considering that all depends upon 
its operations, one which deserved good trealmont so mucli. 

It is ridiculous to pretend that the country cannot supply our wants. 
The French army is well fed, and tlie soldiers who arc taken in good 
health, and well supplied witli bread, of which indeed they loft a small 
magazine behind them. This is a rich country lii corn, in comparison 
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with Portugal, and yet, during the whole of my operations in that coun- 
try, we never wanted bread but on one day on the frontiers of Galicia. 
In the Vera de Plasencia there are means to supply this army for four 
months, as I am uiformed, and yet tlic alcaldes have not performed their 
engagements with me. The Spanish army has plenty of every thing, .and 
we alone, upon whom every thing depends, are actually starving. 

I am aware of the important consequences which must attend the step 
which I shall take in withdrawing from Spain. It is certain that the 
people of England will never hear of another army entering Spain after 
they shall have received tlie accounts of the treatment we have met with; 
and it is equally certain that without the assistance, the example, and the 
countenance of a British army, the Spanish armies, however brave, will 
never effect their object. But no man can see his army perish by want 
without feeling for them, and most particularly must he feel for them 
when he knows that they have been brought into the country in which 
Bus want is felt by his own act, and on his own responsibility, and not by 
orders from any superior authority. I shall be obliged to you if you will 
make known to the government my sentiments upon tliis subject. 

I have reason to believe that the enemy are in full march towards 
Madrid. They had their rear guard in 8'“ Olalla this day ; and I have 
just heard that Gen. Cuesta was marching to that place instead of to 
Cevolla. I am only afraid that he will get himself into a scrape : any 
movement by me to his assistance is quite out of the question. I advised 
him to secure his communications with Venegas and the course of the 
Tagus, while measures should be taking to supply the British army with 
means of transport. If the enemy should discover that we are not with 
him, he will be beaten, or must retire. In either case he may lose all 
the advantages which might have been derived from our joint operations, 
and much valuable time, by his eager desire to enter Madrid on an early 
day. The enemy will make this discovery to-day, if Cuesta should risk 
any attempt upon their rear guard at S'® Olalla. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Tolavcra de la Reyna, 21th July, 1809. 

I find Gen. Cuesta more and more impracticable every day. It is im- 
possible to do business with him, and very uncertain that any operation 
will succeed in which he has any concern. O’ Donoju expresses himself to 
be heartily tired of him, and has declared that he will quit him at the first 
moment he is unsuccessful. Ho has quarrelled with some of his principal 
officers ; and I understand that all are dissatisfied with him, for the man- 
ner in which he has conducted his operations near this place. He con- 
trived to lose the whole of yesterday, in which, although his troops were 
under arms, and mine in march, we did nothing, owing to the whimsical 
perverseness of his disposition ; but that omission I consider fortunate, as 
we have dislodged the enemy without a battle, in which the chances were 
not much in our favor. His want of communication with his officers of 
the plan settled with me for the 22d, and his absence from the field, were 
the cause that we did the French but little mischief on that day ; and of 
these circumstances his officers are aware. 

Upon the whole, I understand that there is a material change in the 
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sentiments of the army respecting him j and I am told (although I cannot 
say that I know it to be true) that if the government, were now to de- 
prive him of the command, the army would allow that -their order should 
be carried into execution. However, I think that the government, before 
they take this step, ought to have some cause for removing him, the 
justice of which would bo obvious to every body, or they ought to be 
more certain that their order would not be resisted by the army than I 
have it in my power to make them. 

To Vise. Castlcieagh. Talovera dc la Peyiia, 2‘ltli July, 1800. 

According to the arrangement which I had settled with Gen. Cuesta, 
the army broke up from Flasencia on the llth and 18th inst., and reached 
Oropesa on the 20th, where it formed a junction with the Spanish ai’my 
under liis command. 

SirK. Wilson had marched from the Venta de Bazagona on the Tietar, 
with the Lusitanian Legion, a battalion of Portuguese caejadores, and 2 
Spanish battalions, on the 15th. He arrived at Arenas on the 19th, and at 
Escalona on the Alberche on the 23d. 

Gen. Venegas had also been directed to break up from Madridejos on 
the 18th and 19th, and to march by Tembleque and Ocafia to Fuentiduefia 
on the Tagus, where that river is crossed by a ford, and thence to Arganda, 
where he was to arrive on the 22d and 23d. 

The combined armies moved on the 22d from Oropesa, and the ad- 
vanced guards attacked the enemy’s outposts at Talavera. Tlicir loft was 
turned by the Ist hussars and the 23d light dragoons, under Gen. Anson, 
and directed by Lieut. Gen. Payne, and by the division of infantry under 
the command of Major Gen. Mackenzie, and they were driven in by the 
Spanish advanced guard under the command of Gen. Zayas and the Duque 
de Albiuquerque. We lost 11 horses by the cannonade from the enemy’s 
position on the Alberche, and the Spaniards had some men wounded. 

The columns were formed for the attack of this position yesterday, 
but the attack was postponed till this morning, by desire of Gen. Cuesta, 
when tlie different corps destined for the attack were put in motion. But 
the enemy had retired at about one in the morning to Olalla, and 
thence towards Torrijos, I conclude, to form a junction with the corps 
under Gen. Sebastiani. I have not been able to follow tlie enemy as I 
could wish, on account of the great deficiency in the means of transport 
with this army, owing to my having found it impossible to procure even 
one mule or a cart in Spain. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I thought it proper to address nnon 
this subject to Major Gen. O’Donoju, the Adj. Gen. of the Spanish army, 
os soon os I found that this country could furnish no means of this de- 
scription ; and I have since informed Gen. Cuesta, that I should consider 
the removal of the enemy from his position on the Alberche as a complete 
performance on my part of the engagement into which I had entered with 
him in his camp on the 11th inst., as that operation, if advantage was duly 
taken of it, would give him possession of the course of the Tagus, and 
would open his communication with La Mancha and with Venegas, 

Within these 2 days I have Ixad still more reason for adhering to my 
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determination to enter into no new operation, but rather to halt, and even 
to return to Portugal, if I should not bo supplied as I ought, as, notwith- 
standing His Majesty’s troops have been engaged in very active opera- 
tions, the success of which depended no less upon their bravery and 
exertions than upon the example they should hold out and the counte- 
nance they should give to the Spanish troops, they have been in actual 
want of provisions for these last 2 days ; and even if I should have been 
willing, under such circumstances, to continue my co-operation with 
Gen. Cuesta, I am unable to do so with any justice to the troops. Gen. 
Cuesta is, I believe, fully sensible of the propriety of my determination, 
and I understand that he has urged the Central Junta to adopt vigorous 
measures to have our wants supplied. It is certain that at the present 
moment the people of this part of Spain are either unable or unwilling to 
supply them ; and in either ease, and till I am supplied, I do not think it 
proper, and indeed I cannot, continue my operations in Spain. 

I ought probably to have stipulated that I should be supplied with the 
necessary means of transport before the army entered Spain. I did 
require and adopted the measures necessary to procure tliese means, 
which I conceived would have answered, considering the large supplies 
of the same kind which the army under the command of the late Sir 
J. Moore had procured j and os 1 could not engage to enter upon any 
operations in Spain which should not be consistent with the defence of 
Portugal, I did not think it proper to make any stipulation for the advan- 
tage of the troops, which stipulation after all did not appear necessary, in 
order to enable me to procure what I wanted. 

I have great hopes, however, that before long T shall be supplied from 
Andalusia and La Mancha with the means which I require, and I shall then 
resume the active operations which I have been compelled to relinquish. 

To Major Gen. O’Donoju. Talavera de la Reyna, 2StIi July, 1800. 

It is difficult to guess what are the enemy’s ultimate objects. That 
which he has immediately in view is evidently to join with Sebastian!, 
who would have been in a bad scrape if we had beaten Victor yesterday. 
I think also that they must have some troops at Madrid, probably Suchet’s 
corps, to oppose Venegas. He, I conclude, is by this time pretty well 
advanced towards, if not at, Arganda. 

I am doing every thing in my power to procure for the array means of 
transport and provisions. I hope I have got some of the former, which 
may reach me in 3 or 4 days, and in the mean time I may get something 
to eat. We arc still in great distress for provisions, which I don’t see 
any very early prospect of relieving. 

I should recommend to Gen. Cuesta to be very cautious in his move- 
ments, particularly of the main body of his army, and to direct his march 
rather to the right towards Toledo than to the left towards Madrid. 

I have 2 divisions of infantry and 2 regiments of cavalry at Caaalegas 
and Brujel, and Sir R. Wilson at Escalona; the rest of the army here. I 
should not be surprised if the enemy, when joined, were to offer us battle 
again, particularly if they have any thing at Madrid to oppose Venegas. 
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To Major Gen, O’Donoja, Canalegaa, 25th July, 1809. 

I have just returned from Oevolla, where I heard that Gen. Cucsta was 
about to retire across the Alberche. I have ordered Gen. Sherbrooke to 
remain here witli his coi-ps till to-morrow morning, at all events, unless 
he should be hard pressed by the enemy. 

I think that, supposing the Spanish army should cross the Alberche, it 
would be desirable to occupy and fortify the sand hills on the loft bank of 
that river, near the bridge. But it would probably be best not to cross 
the river this evening, but to let the troops halt on this side, holding the 
heights with your advanced guard; and give us tinae till to-morrow 
morning to consider of the position in which it would he most expedient 
to place die combined armies to receive the attack which it is to be hoped 
the enemy will make upon us. No position can be worse dian that which 
we occupied before the French reth-ed ; but I propose to make a further 
reconnaissance this afternoon, and I diink I shall be able to propose one 
to the General which will answer our purpose. 

Pray do not give up tlie sand hills on the left side of the bridge. 


To Licnt. Gen. Sherbrooke. Talavcm cle la Reyna, 2Slh July, 1809. 

I have reason to think that the enemy are drawing together their forces 
between Torrijoa and Puebla do Montalban, by which position they 
threaten the right of our position by Oevolla. I do not know tliat tlrere 
are any Spanish troops at that place, the whole Spanish army being, as I 
believe, at S*“ Olalla. I wish therefore that you would this night send 
2 squads, of hussars to Oevolla, and desire them to report all extraordi- 
naries to you os well as to me. I think also that you should order Mac- 
kenzie to join you at daylight in die morning; for if I should find that 
Oevolla is not occupied by the Spanish army to-morrow morning or this 
night, I shall send either one or both of your divisions to that place. 
Oevolla is about one league and a half from you to the south east towards 
the Tagus. 

To the Duke of Riobmond. Takvera de k Reyim, 23th July, 1800. 

We formed a junction with the Spanish army under Gon. Cuesta, on 
the 20th, at Oropesa; and on the 22d our advanced guards drove in the 
enemy’s outposts at tliis place. We wei*e to have attacked him in his 
position on the Alberche yesterday morning ; but Victor retired in the 
night, and is gone towards Toledo, I believe, to join himself with Sebas- 
tiani. Whether they will offer us battle again when joined, or will retire 
to die northward, I cannot tell. We have certainly closed upon Madrid 
on both sides, with Venegas’ corps of 20,000 men at Arganda, and Sir 
E. Wilson’s Portuguese and Spanish corps of 4000 at Escaloim; and I 
think the question whether diey will offer us battle or not depends upon 
their means of defending Madrid, without the assistance of their main 
army. I think, however, that, with or without a battle, wo shall bo at 
Madrid soon : and 1 think it best for the Spaniards tiiat they should never 
fight any general action. 
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A.G. to Brig. Geti, C. Craufln-d, 25th July, 1809. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the different reports of the 
regiments inspected by you, which nave been laid before the Commander of the 
Forces. I am directed to acquaint you that his Excellency was desirous of having 
not only these, but the regular review returns of each regiment, according to the 
fonn in the regulations of the army. The 1st is the field return ; 2d, that of the 
whole regiment, accounting for every man, showing his age, size, &c. ; 3d, the 
return of clotiiing, arms, and accoutrements. As 1 presume the regiments have 
the forms of these returns, I do not send them, but request they may be made out 
and forwarded immediately. 


The A. G. to Col. Donkin. 25th July, 1809, 

In reply to your letter of the 20th Inst., 1 am directed by the Commander of 
the Forces to acquaint you that he does not know of any instance where Colonels 
on the staff have been allowed aides dc canm. They were not permitted in the last 
campaign in Spain to Cols. Langwerth and Dreiberg, tlien Colonels on the staff; 
a Brigade Major to the brigade being all that was allowed. 

To Major Gen. O'Donoju. Talavera de la Reyna, 26th July, 1809. 

I have just received your letter of last night, I have not heard of the 
biscuit you mention. ; but if I should get that, I am ready to join you 
immediately. I rather believe, however, that you are mistaken respecting 
this business. I am now going to look out for some position near Cevolla, 
in case the enemy should advance, as I tliink that upon tlie Alberche is 
very bad. 

I am of opinion that the best thing which can happen would be that the 
enemy should attack us. I shall support Gen. Cuesta, as far as is in my 
power, whether he moves to Cevolla or retreats here. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke. Talavera de la Reyna, 26th July, 1809. 

In a note which you wrote me yesterday, at half past 4, you mention 
some biscuit taken from the enemy at Maqueda. I know nothing of the 
circumstances attending this capture, which I conclude are referred to in 
the letter from Sir R. Wilson, which ought to have been, but was not, in 
the packet. Pray send it to me as soon as possible, or, if you have mis- 
laid it, let me know its purport. 

To Lieui. Gen. Sherbrooke. Talavera de la Reyna, 27tlv July, 1809, past 9 a.m. 

As soon as you shall receive this, you may withdraw across the river. 
Leave Mackenzie’s division and the cavalry at their old position in the 
wood, and come yourself with the Germans to the town. If you have no 
enemy near you, it does not much signify where you cross the river ; if 
you have an enemy near you, I recommend you to cross at a ford nearer 
the bridge, and at a greater distance from the heights, than the ford is 
at which you first crossed. 

P.S. I desired Murray to look this morning for such a ford as I have 
above described, and to have it shown you. 

To Vise. Castlereiigh. ‘ Tolavera de la Reyna, 29th July, 1800. 

Gen. Cuesta followed the enemy’s march with his army from the ' 
Alberche, on the morning of the 24th, as far as S"’ Olalla, and pushed 
forward his advanced guard as far as Torrijos. For the reasons stated to 
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your Lordship in my dispatch of the 24th, I moved only 2 divisions of 
infantiy and a brigade of cavalry across the Alherche to Cazalegas, under 
the command of Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke, with a view to keep up the 
communication between Gen. Cuesta and me, and with Sir B. Wilson’s 
corps at Escalona. 

It appears that Gen. Venegas had not carried into execution that part of 
the plan of operations which related to his corps, and that he was still at 
Daymiel, in La Mancha; and the enemy, in the course of the 24th, 25tli, 
and 26th, collected all his forces in this part of Spain, between Torrijos 
and Toledo, leaving but a small corps of 2000 men in that place. This 
united army thus consisted of the corps of Marshal Victor, of that of Gen. 
Sebastian!, and of 1000 or 8000 men, the guards of Joseph Buonaparte, 
and the garrison of Madrid ; and it was commanded by Joseph Buona> 
parte, aided by Marshals Jourdan and Victor, and by Gen. Sebastian!. 

On the 26th, Gen. Cuesta’s advanced guard was attacked near Torrijos, 
and obliged to fall back ; and the General retired with his army on that 
day to the left bank of the Alherche, Gen. Sherbrooke continuing at 
Cazalegas, and the enemy at S‘’' Olalla. It was then obvious that the 
enemy intended to try the result of a general action, for which the best 
position appeared to be in the neighbourhood of Talavera; and Gen. 
Cuesta having consented to take up this position on the morning of the 
21th, I ordered Gen. Sherbrooke to retire with his corps to its station in 
the line, leaving Gen. Mackenzie with a division of infantry anti a brigade 
of cavalry as an advanced post in the wood, on the right of the Alherche, 
which covered our left flank. 

The position taken up by the troops at Talavera extended rather more 
than 2 miles : the ground was open upon the left, where the British army 
was stationed, and it was commanded by a height, on which was placed 
en ichelon, as the second line, a division of infantry under the orders of 
Major Gen. Hill. There was a valley between the height and a range of 
mountains still farther upon the left, which valley was not at first occupied, 
as it was commanded by the height before mentioned ; and the range of 
mountains appeared too distant to have any influence on the expected 
action. The right, consisting of Spanish troops, extended immediately in 
front of the town of Talavera, down to the Tagus. This part of the 
ground was covered by olive trees, and much intersected by banks and 
ditches. The high road leading from the bridge over the Alherche was 
defended by a heavy battery in front of a church, which was occupied by 
Spanish infantry. All the avenues of the town wore defended in a similar 
manner. The town was occupied, and the remainder of the Spanish 
infantry was formed in 2 lines behind the banks on the road which led 
from the town, and the right to the left of our position. In the centre, 
between the 2 armies, there was a commanding spot of ground, on which 
we had commenced to construct a redoubt, witli some open ground in its 
rear. Brig. Gen. Alex. Campbell was posted at this spot with a division 
of infantry, supported in his rear by Gen. Cotton’s brigade of dragoons 
and some Spanish cavalry. 

At about 2 o’clock on the 2lth, the enemy appoored in strength on the 
left bank of the Alherche, and manifested an intention to attack Gen. 
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Mackenzie’s division. The attack was made before they could be with- 
drawn; but the troops, consisting of Gen. Mackenzie’s and Col. Donkin’s 
brigades, and Gen. Anson’s brigade of cavalry, and supported by Gen. 
Payne with the other 4 regiments of cavalry in the plain, between Tala- 
vera and the wood, withdrew in good order, but with some loss, particu- 
larly by the 2d batt. Sith regk, and the 2dbatt. 31st regt., in the wood. 
Upon this occasion, the steadiness and discipline of the 45th regt., and the 
5th batt. 60th regt., were conspicuous, and I had particular reason for 
being satisfied with tlie manner in which Major Gen. Mackenzie withdrew 
this advanced guard. As the day advanced, the enemy appeared in larger 
numbers on the right of the Alberche, and it was obvious that he was 
advancing to a general attack upon the combined armies. Gen. Mac- 
kenzie continued to fall back gradually upon the left of the position of 
the combine;! armies, where he was placed in the second line in the rear of 
the Guards, Col. Donkin being placed in the same situation farther upon 
the left, in the rear of the King’s German Legion. 

The enemy immediately commenced his attack, in the dusk of the 
evening, by a cannonade upon the left of our position, and by an attempt 
with his cavalry to overthrow the Spanish infantry, posted, as I have 
before stated, on the right. This attempt entirely failed. Early in the 
night, he pushed a division along the valley on the left of the height 
occupied by Gen. Hill, of which he gained a momentary possession ; but 
Major Gen. Hill attacked it instantly wdth the bayonet, and regained it. 
This attack was repeated in the night, but failed ; and' again, at daylight, 
on the morning of the 28th, by 2 divisions of infantry, and was repulsed 
by Major Gen. Hill. Major Gen. Hill has reported to me, in a particular 
manner, the conduct of the 29th regt., and of the Ist batt. 48th regt., in 
these different affairs, as well as that of Major Gen. Tilson and Brig. Gen. 
K. Stewart. We lost many brave officers and soldiers in the defence of 
this important point in our position ; among others, I cannot avoid men- 
tioning Brigade Major Fordyce and Brigade Major Gardner ; and Major 
Gan. Hill was himself wounded, but I am happy to say but slightly. The 
defeat of this attempt was followed about noon by a general attack with 
the enemy’s whole force upon the whole of that part of the position occu- 
pied by the British army. 

In consequence of the repeated attempts upon the height upon our left, 
by the valley, I had placed 2 brigades of British cavalry in that valley, 
supported in the rear by ihe Duque de Alburquerque’s division of Spanish 
cavalry. The enemy then placed light infantry in the range of mountains 
on the left of the valley, which were opposed by a division of Spanish in- 
fantry, under Lieut. Gen. Bassecourt. 

The general attack began by the march of several columns of infantry 
into the valley, with a view to attack the height occupied by Major Gen. 
Hill. These columns were immediately charged by the 1st hussars, K. G. L„ 
and 23d light dragoons, under Brig. Gen. Anson, directed by Lieut. Geh. 
Payne, and supported by Brig. Gen. Pane’s brigade of heavy cavalrj^lj 
and although the 23d dragoons suffered considerable loss, the charge had;’ 
the effect of preventing the execution of that part of the enemy’s plan. 
At the same time, he directed an attack upon Brig. Gen. Alex. CampbelPf- 
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poaition in the centre of the combined armies, and on the right of the 
British. This attack was most successfully repulsed by Brig. Gen. 
Campbell, supported by the King’s regiment of Spanish cavalry, and 
2 battalions of Spanish infantry, and Brig. Gen. Campbell took the 
enemy’s cannon. Tlie Brig. General mentions particularly the conduct 
of the 97th, the 2d batt. 7th, and of the 2d Imtt. of the 53d regts. ; and 
I was highly satisfied with the manner in wluch this part of the position 
was defended. 

An attack was also made at the same time upon Lieut. Gon. Sherbrooke’s 
division, which was in the left and centre of the first line of the British 
army. This attack was most gallantly repulsed by a charge with bayonets 
by tlie whole division ; but the brigade of Guards, which were on tlie right, 
having advanced too far, were exposed on their left fiank to the fire of the 
enemy’s batteries, and of their retiring columns, and the division was 
obliged to retire towards the original position, under cover of the second 
line of Gen. Cotton’s brigade of cavalry, which I moved from the centre, 
and of the 1st batt. 48th regt. I had moved this last regiment from its 
position on the height as soon as I observed the advance of the Guards, 
and it was formed in the plain, and advanced upon the enemy, and covered 
the formation of Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke’s division. 

Shortly after the repulse of this general attack, in which apparently all 
tlie enemy’s troops wore employed, he commenced his retreat across the 
Alberohe, which was conducted in the most regular order, and was effected 
during the night, leaving in our hands 20 pieces of cannon, ammunition, 
tumbrils, and some prisoners. 

Your Lordship will observe, by the enclosed return, the great loss 
which we' have sustained of valuable officers and soldiers in this long and 
hard fought action with more than double our numbers. That of the 
enemy has been much greater. I have been informed that entire brigades 
of infantry have been destroyed ; and indeed the battalions which retreated 
were much reduced in numbers. I have jxirticularly to lament the loss 
of Major Gen. Mackenzie, who liad distinguished himself on the 27 th, and 
of Brig. Gen. Langwerth, of the King’s German Legion, and of Brigade 
Major Beckett, of the Guards. 

Your Lordship will observe that the attacks of the enemy were prin- 
cipally, if not entirely, directed against tlie British troops. The Spanish 
Commander in Chief, his officers and troops, manifested every disposition 
to render us assistance, and those of them who were engaged did their 
duty ; but tlie ground which they occupied was so important, and its front 
at the same time so difficult, that 1 did not think it proper to urge them 
to make any movement on tlie left of the enemy while he was engaged 
with us. 

I have reason to be satisfied with the conduct of all the officers and 
troops. I am much indebted to Ineut. Gen. Sherbrooke for the assistance 
I received from him, and for the manner in which he led on his division 
to the charge with bayonets ; to Lieut. Gen. Payne and the cavalry, 
particularly Brig. Gen. Anson’s brigade, to Major Gens. Hill and Tilson, 
Brig. Gens, Alex. Campbell, R. Stewart, and Cameron, and to the divi- 
sions and brigades of infantry under their command respectively ; parti- 
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cularly to the 29th regt., commanded by CoL White j to the 1st batt. 48th, 
commanded by Col. Donellan ; afterwards, when that officer was wounded, 
by Major Middlemorej to the 2d batt. "Ith, commanded by Lieut. Col. Sir 
W. Myers ; to the 2d batt. 53d, commanded by Lieut. Col. Bingham ; to 
the 91 th, commanded by Col. Lyon; to the Ist batt. of detachments, com- 
manded by Lieut. Col. Bunbury ; to the 2d batt. 30 th, commanded by 
Major Watson; the 45th, commanded by Lieut. Col. Guard; and to the 
5th batt. 60th, commanded by Major Davy. 

The advance of the brigade of Guards was most gallantly conducted by 
Brig. Gen. H. Campbell ; and, when necessai-y, that brig^e retired and 
formed again in the heat order. The artillery, under Brig. Gen. Howorth, 
was also throughout these days of the greatest service ; and I had every 
reason to be satisfied with the assistance I received from the Chief 
Engineer, Lieut. Col. Fktcher; the Adj. Gen., Brig. Gen. the Hon. C. 
Stewart; the Q. M. G., Col. Murray; and the officers of those depart- 
ments respectively ; and from Lieut. Col. Bathurst, and the officers of my 
personal Staff. 

1 also received much assistance from Col. O’Lawlor, of the Spanish 
service, and from Brig. Gen. Whittingham, who was wounded in bring- 
ing up the 2 Spanish battalions to the assistance of Brig. Gen. Alex. 
Campbell. 

Return of Ordnance captured fivm the enemy at the battle of Talavera. 

15 pieces of caution, of varioas calibre. 

2 bowitzers. 

% tumbrils, with ammuiiitlon complete. 

Return of tbs numbers of killed, wounded, and missing at Talavera do la Reyna on (he 
37th and 28th July, 1809. 



Officers. 

JS 

3 

¥ 

CO 

1 

«■ 

1 

03 

Total loss of ofBcers, 
nou-commisBioned 
officers, and R. 
and F. 

Killed 

40 

28 

789 

211 

867 

Wounded .... 

19S 

105 

3553 

71 

3013 

Missing .... 

9 

IS 

020 

150 

053 


Memorandum upon the battle of Talavera.* 


The position was well calculated for the troops which were to occupy 
it. The ground in front of the British army was open, that in front of 
the Spanish army covered with olive trees, intersected by roads, ditches, &c. 
The Spanish infantry was posted behind the hank of the road leading from 
Talavera to the left of the position. 

The German Legion were on the left of the position in the first line. 
I had intended this part for the Guards ; but I was unfoa1;unately out, 
employed in bringing in Gen. Mackenzie’s advanced guai'd, when the 

• See Appendix to this volume for the French report of the battle of Talavera : Matb- 
chal Joutdan an Mctr5cbal Soult. Bargas, SO Jnillet, 1800 (p. S'llJ). 
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troops took up their ground. The 5th and 'Tth battalions of the Legion 
did not stand their ground on the evening, and in the beginning of the 
night of the 27th, which was tlie cause of the momentary loss of the 
height in the second line. Gen. Sherbrooke moved his division, which 
was the left of the first line, to support Gen. Hill’s attack, in order to 
regain the height ; and it was difficult to resume in the night tlie exact 
3 >osition which had been first marked out ; and in fact, on account of these 
circumstances, we had not that precise position until after tlie enemy’s 
attack upon the height at daylight in the morning had been repulsed. 


G. O. Talavera do la Royna, SOth July. ISOS. 

1. The Commander of the Foicea retama hie thanks to the ofBcers and troops, for their gal- 
lant conduct in the 2 trying days of yesterday and the day before, in which they had been 
engaged with, and lieaten off, the repeated attache of an army infinitely superior in number. 
He has particularly to request that Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke will accept his thanks, for 
the assistance he has received from him, os well as for the manner in which he led on 
tlie infantry under his command to the charge of the bayonet. Major Gen. Hill and Brig. 
Gen. A. Campbell are likewise entitled in a particular manner to the acknowledgments 
of the Commander of the Forces, for the gallantry and ability with which thay maintained 
their posts against the attacks made upon them by the enemy. 

The Commander of the Forces has likewise to acknowledge the ability with whicli the 
late Major Gen. Mackenzie (whose subsequent loss the Commander of the Forces laments) 
withdrew the division under liis command from the out-posts, in front of the enemy's army, on 
the 27th inst. ; es well as to Oul. Donkin for his conduct on that occasion. 

The Commander of tiie Forces likewise considers Lieut. Gen. Payne nnd the oavnlry, 
particularly Brig. Gen. ^son and his brigade, whu was principally engaged witii tho 
enemy, to be entitled to his acknowledgments ; ns well os Brig. Gen. Haworth and Ids artil- 
lery, Major Gen. Tn8un,_Brig. Gen. R. Stewart, Briy. Gen. Cameron, and tlie hrignilcs imrlor 
tlieir commands, respectively. He had oppnrtainitics of noticing the gallantry and disci- 
pline of the Sth batt. 00th, and the 43th, on the 27tb, and of the 20tli and 1st Iiatt. 48th, 
on that night, arid on tlie 26tli, of the 7th and 33d ; and he requests their comintiuding 
officers. Major Davy, Col. Guard, Col. White, Col. Dnnelliui, Licub Col. Sir Win. Myers, 
and Lieut. Col. Bingham, to accept his particular thanks. 

The charge made by the brigade of Guards under tlie command of Brig. Gen. H. Camp- 
bell, on the enemy’s attacking column, was a most gallant one i and tho mode in which it 
was afterwards covered by the Ist halt. 48th, was moat highly creditable to that most ex- 
cellent corps, and to their commanding officer. Major Middlemore. The Commander of 
the Forces requests Col. Fletcher, the chief engineer. Brig. Gen. the Hon. C. Stewart, A. G., 
Col. Murray, Q. M. G., and the officers of those departments respectively ; and Lieut. Col. 
Bathurst and those of his personal atafi', will accept his thanks for the assistance he received 
from them throughout these trying days. 

2. The bakers of the dill’eroiit brigades, who have already been employed by the Com. 
Genera!, will be sent immediately to his stares to receive his directions under a non-com- 
missioned officer of Brig. Gen. Cameron's brigade, to parade at tho Commander of tho Foroee, 
to receive instructions from Major Campbell, A. A. 6. 

3. Two camp kettles to be immediately sent from every regiment, for tho wounded men 
in the geneml hospital at Talavera. 

4. Cominanding officers of re^ments and brigades will direct that oil orms, colleeted in 
the field of battle, may be sent in by a proper escort to such artillery stores os Brig. Gen. 
Heworth shall point out. 

In the return of killed, wounded, and musing, directed to be sent In yesterday, attention 
must be paid to specify the same in two distinct returns, one of the 27tli, and one of tho 
28th i as also to state the names of the officers killed, wounded, and missing, mentioning 
whether sliglitly or severely. “ 

All prisoners and deserters to be sent to the Provost Marshal. 

The names of tlie General and stall' officers, killed, rvouiided, and missing, to he specified 
in the returns called for j these returns must be sent in to the Adj. Gen.’s oflioo before 8 
o'clock to-morrovt morning at the latest. 

o. P. O. Tttlavom do la Heyn.-!, asili July, 1800. 

^le Commander of the Forces colls the attention of officers commanding hrigiides and 
regiments to prevent the practice of the soldiers firing off their muskets in oiimp j such men, 
whose arms cannot be drawn, must be regularly paraded, and tlieir firelocks discharged at 
the same time. 
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The advance of the Guards to the extent to which it was carried was 
nearly fatal to us, and the battle was certainly saved by the advance, posi- 
tion, and steady conduct of the 48th regt, upon which Gen. Sherbrooke’s 
division formed again. 

The ground in front of the Spanish troops would not have been unfa- 
vorable to an attack upon the enemy’s flank, while they were engaged 
with us, as there were broad roads leading from Talavera and different 
points of their position, in a direct line to the front, as well as diagonally 
to the left : but the Spanish troops are not in a state of discipline to 
attempt a manoeuvre in olive grounds, &c,, and if they had got into con- 
fusion, all would have been lost. 


G. O. Hono OuanlB, 18th Aug. 1809. 

Tho Commander in Chief has received the King's commands to notify to the ormy the 
splendid victory obtained by his troops in Sjtain, under the command of Lieut. Gen. the 
nt. Hon. Sir A. Wellesley, on the 27tli and ^th of the last montli, at the battle of Tala- 
vera de la Reyna. 

His Majesty is confident that his army will learn, with becoming exultation, that tta 
enemy, after escaping by a precipitate retreat tVom the well concerted attack with which 
Sir A. Wellesley, in conjunction with the Spanish army, had threatened him on the 24th 
July, concentrated his fttrce, by calling to his aid the corps under the French General 
Sebastiani, and the garrison of Madrid, and thus reinforced, again appmaching the allied 
army on the 27th July; and on this occasion, owing to the_ local circumstances of its 
position, and to tlie deliberate purpose of the enemy to direct his whole elTorts against the 
troops of His Majesty, the British army sustained nearly the wliole weight of uiis great 
contest, and has acquired the glory of having vanquished a French army double its num- 
bers, not in a short and partial struggle, but in a battle plwtinately contested on 2 suc- 
cessive days (not wholly discontinued even throughout the intervening night), and fought 
under circumstances which brought both armies into close and repeated combat. 

Tlie King, in contemplating so glorious a disjilay of the valor and prowess of his troops, 
has been gracioiuly pleased to command that his Royal approbation of the conduct of the 
army serving under the command of Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Wellesley shall be thus publicly 
declared in General Orders. 

The Commander in Chief has received tho King’s commands to signify, in the most 
marked and special manner, the sense His Majesty entertains of Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Welles- 
ley's personal services on this memorablo occasion, not less displayed in the result of the 
battle itself than in the consummate ability, volor, and military resDnrce,_with which the 
many difficulties of this arduous and protracted contest were met and provided for by his 
experience and judgment. . , . , - 

The conduct of Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke, second in conimand,_has entitled him to the 
King's marked approbation : His Majesty has observed, with satisfaction, the manner in 
which he led on the troops to tlie charge with tho bayonet, aspecies of combat which on all 
occasions so well accords with the dauntless character of British soldiers. 

His Majesty has noticed with the same gracious approbation tho conduct of the several 
General and other officers. All have done their duty ; most of them have had occasioiis 
of eminently distinguishing themselves, the instances of which have not escaped His 
Majesty's attention. 

It is His Majesty's command, that His Royal approbation and thanks shall be givw, in 
the most distinct and most particular manner, to the non-commissioned officers and private 
men. In no instance have they displayed, wifli greater lustre, their native valor and cha- 
racteristic energy ; nor have they on any former occasion more decidedly proved tlieir su- 
periority over the inveterate enemy of their country. 

Brilliant, however, os is the victory obtained at Talavera, it is not solely on that occasion 
that Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Welledey and the trooiis under his command are entitled to His 
Majesty's applause. The important service effected in on early part of the camjiaigu by 
tho same army, under the command of the some distinguished General, by the rapid march 
on the Houro, tho passage of that rivei-, the total discomfiture of the enemy, and his expul- 
sion from the territory of one of His Majesty’s ancient and most faithful allies, are circum- 
stances which have made a lasting impression on His Majesty's mind, and have induced 
His Majesty to direct that the operations of this arduous and eventful camiiaign shall be 
thus recanted, as furnishing splendid examples of military skill, fortitude, perseverance, 
and of a spirit of enterprise, calculated to produce emulation in every part of his army, and 
largely to odd to the renown and to the military character of tho Britisli nation. 
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To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers, Talavcro de la Reyna, 29th July, 1800. 

The enemy having collected all the troops he hod in this part of Spain, 
attacked ns here on the Zlth. The battle lasted till yesterday evening, 
when we beat him in all parts of our line ; and he retreated in the even- 
ing and night, leaving in our hands 20 pieces of cannon, aniinunilion, 
waggons, prisoners, &c. The battle was a most desperate one. Our loss 
has been very great, that of the enemy larger. The attack was made 
principally upon the British, who were on the left ; and we hod about two 
to one against us j fearful odds ! but we maintained all our positions, and 
gave the enemy a terrible beating. The Spanish troops tliat were engaged 
behaved well ; but there were very few of them engaged, as the attack 
was made upon us. 

I have received your letters of the 19th and22d July. I sliall send the 
Commissariat an extract of your letter respecting the want of bills ; it is 
strange that there should be any want of ibis kind. I rather believe that 
a Commissary, Mr. Nelson, has been sent to Ciudad Rodrigo, to settle our 
accounts and pay our debts there, notwithstanding that 2 gentlemen have 
been sent to Lisbon for the same purpose. I shall write also to the 
Commissary Gen. upon this subject. 

The demands of the Portuguese upon our funds are so very large, as 
.well on account of debts as of subsidy, that 1 do not know how to answer 
them ; but I will see what can be done in respect to this debt on bills. I 
wish that you would give government a hint privately that they have 
embarked on too wide a scale, and that the fimds which they have provided 
cannot supply us and the Portuguese subsidy, and Sir John Moore’s old 
debts in Portugal and Spain. 

P.S. I shall send you my dispatch, and one to the Regency to-raorrow. 

To Lieut. Col. Ooidon, Mil. Sec. Talareia de la Reyna, 20th July, 1809. 

I beg that you will do me the favor of recommending Major Middle- 
more* to the particular protection of the Commander in Chief. He com- 
manded the 1st batt. 48th regt., after Col. Donellan was wounded, during 
the greater part of the advance of that corps, which tended so much to 
the final success of the action yesterday, by covering and enabling Gen. 
Sherbrooke’s division to form again. He is, besides, an excellent officer, 
and if his conduct then did not, I would almost say, demand promotion, 
his uniform good conduct and attention to his duty would do so. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Talarera de la Reyna, 20th July, 1 809. 

I have to inform you, that the enemy having collected all their forces 
in this part of Spain, made an attack upon the combined armies on the 
day before yesterday, which lasted till a late hour yesterday. Tlioir 
principal efforts wore directed against the British troops, which worn 
upon the left of onr position ; but they were repulsed in all their attocks 
with considerable loss, and they retreated during the night, leaving in 
our hands 20 pieces of cannon, some ammunition, tumbrils, prisoners, 
&c. Our loss has been very large indeed, as may well he imagined, con- 

* Lieut. Clen. Middlemotc, C.B., commanding the troops in tlie West Indies. 
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sidering that, during 2 days and a night, we were attacked hy a body of 
French troops of more than doable our strength. But a reinforcement 
of 3000 men has joined the army this morning, which will, I hope, 
make up in some degree for our loss of men : that of officers is, 1 am 
afraid, irreparable, 

I am well satisfied with the conduct of the Spanish officers and troops 
who hod an opportunity of assisting us. Bassecourt’s division was of 
great use to us in covering our left flank on a mountain. The regiment 
of cavalry, I think called the King’s, made an excellent and well timed 
charge upon our right, and the Duque de Albm-querque, who was in the 
rear of our left, showed throughout the day the utmost readiness to do 
what I wished. Two pieces of cannon, 8 pounders, which I borrowed 
from Gen. Cuesta, were likewise very useful to us. 

I beg that you will apprise government of these circumstances. I shall 
send you a copy of my dispatch to the Sec. of State as soon as I shall have 
time to write it. 

To Maialial Bereafocd. Talaveia de la Be]ms, 29th July, 1609. 

I have received your letters of the 19th, 23d, and 26th July, die last by 
Sewell, who will give you an account of the manner in which we have 
been engaged for the last 2 days. 

I have given directions that the debts of the British army at Ciudad 
Rodrigo may be paid, which, I trust, will re-establish confidence in that 
quarter. A Commissary is gone there, which measure was, I believe, 
necessary ; at the same time that I believe 2 Spaniards are gone to Lisbon 
to settle the account. The debt will, however, be positively paid, if I can 
get any obedience to my orders. I shall communicate with Gen. Tilson, 
respecting the demand upon him at Guarda. 

I shall endeavor to let you have some blankets, and will let you know 
how many. I send you the decision of the Commander in Chief, received 
this day, on my letter of reference of the 7th June. You will now 
appoint your officers as you may think proper. 

Your position now becomes more important to me than ever it was. 
The result of the battles of the 27th and 28th must show the enemy that 
they have nothing to hope from a general action, and they must and will 
endeavor now to act upon my communications with Portugal, by the troops 
which they are re-organizing to the northward. Wliat I should wish to 
see would be a good communication between you and Romana, upon the 
eastern frontier of Portugal, for your mutual security, that of my left, 
and the safety of Portugd, Ciudad Rodrigo, &c. 

If this was once settled, and I shall work with the Junta upon it, while 
you may do the same by Romana, you might place yourself where you 
pleased, the enemy would not like to venture through the passes into 
Estremadura, having me on one side of him, and you and Romana on the 
other, or into the cul de sac, Portugal. You and Romana would be thus 
most useful to the general cause ; and in proportion as your armies should 
become disciplined, you would aid in driving them north, if they should 
not be disposed to go that way after what they received yesterday. Their 
loss was immense, but ours was so likewise. 
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My intention now is to get Cuesta to follow them, poirticulaiiy if they 
should have detached a corps this morning to oppose Venegas, wlio, I 
believe, entered Toledo yesterday,- and I shall follow as soon as my troops 
are a little rested and refreshed, after 2 days of tilie hardest lighting I have 
ever been a party to. We shall certainly move towards Madrid, if not 
interrupted by some accident on our flank. 

If you cannot arrange a good communication and understanding with 
Romans, with a view to these specified objects, you must look to your 
own security and that of Portugal, ratlier than to mine, and to the benefit 
of the common cause ; and if, while I am operating in the common cause, 
I cannot, from any circumstances, be secured as I ought to be, I must 
give up the common cause, and seek for security by turning round and 
attacking the army which may attempt my flank, leaving Ouesta to manage 
his affairs as he can. 

These are my general opinions upon this subject; you must decide 
yourself upon the details. A position which would prevent the enemy 
from attacking the Puerto de Banos with a large force (for there is a small 
Spanish corps now taking care of it) would be most useful to me. If you 
and Romana communicated and understood each other well, you might 
take each a position which, at the same time, would cover Portugal and 
Ciudad Rodrigo. But if you do not understand each other, you are not, I 
believe, sufficiently strong to be of much use to me. 

I shall try and prevail upon the Junta to give you some Spanish cavalry. 

I shall send you a copy of my dispatch to the Sec. of State. Apprise 
the Duque del Parque and the Marques de la Romana of our success of 
yesterday and the day before. 

To the Duho of Richmond. Tnlovera de la Reyna, 29th July, 1809. 

You will see the account of the great battle we fought yesterday. 
Our loss is terribly great. Your nephew is safe. His horse was shot 
under him on the 27^. Almost all my staff are either hit or have lost their 
horses ; and how I have escaped unhurt I cannot tell. I was hit in the 
shoulder at the end of the action, but not hurt, and my coat shot through. 

Tom Burgh’s son* was hit by a cannon shot in the arm, but, what is 
extraordinary, not much hurt. 

I will enclose a plan if I can get one ; but I send you a memorandum 
which will throw some light upon my dispatch. 

Tell Lady Edward that I received her letters, &c., last night, and gave 
ftem to Lord Edward, who is very well. Remember me kindly to the 
Duchess and all the little girls. 


To the Rt Hon. J. H. Frere. Talavera de la Reyna, 30tb July, 1809. 

We have received this morning accounts that the enemy are threatening 
fte pass of the Puerto de Bafios, which lends to Plasenoia, in which object 
if they should succeed, they would cut off my communication witli Portu- 
gal, and may otherwise do us infinite mischief. 

I have long had in view this operation of the enemy, and, upon my 


* Mtijot Gen. Lord Duwnoi, K.C.B. 
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arrival at Flasencia, I prevailed upon Gen. Cuesta to place in the Puerto 
de Banos a small corps, under the command of tlie Marques de la Reyna, 
I had also desired Gen. Beresford long ago to collect the Portuguese 
army on the frontier of Portugal ; hy which measure not only would he 
have protected that country and Ciudad Rodrigo, but he would have saved 
my left flank hy the security which he would have given to the passes 
through the mountains into Estremadura. 

I am afraid, however, that Gen. Beresford is, unfortunately, not strong 
enough for the enemy in that quarter. He will not be able to collect 
more than 10,000 to 15,000 men, of which only 600 are cavalry, and the 
troops none of them of the best description ; whereas the enemy have, on 
the Duero and in the neighbourhood, not less than 20,000 men, being 
the remains of the corps of Soult, Ney, and Kellermann, 

From your knowledge of my instructionB, it must be obvious to you, 
that my first duty is to attend to the safety of Portugal ; and I must do 
nothing which can be deemed inconsistent with that object. At all 
events, if ray fiank and communication with Portugal are not secured for 
me while I am operating in the general cause, I must move to take care 
of myself, and then the general cause must suffer. It appears to me, 
however, that by a better and more combined arrangement of our forces, 
we shall be able to effect all our objects. 

1st. I would recommend that the Marques de la Romans, who has, os 
I understand, 25,000 men in arras somewhere near Fermoselle, at the 
junction of the Tormes and the Duero, and the Duquo del Parque should 
bo ordered by the Central Junta, without loss of time, to communicate 
and come to an understanding with Marshal Beresford, to whom I have 
already given directions on this subject, and that they should direct their 
efforts to the following specific objects : To secure the frontiers of Por- 
tugal ; to secure the city of Ciudad Rodrigo ; to secure the passages into 
Estremadura through the mountains, and, consequently, my left flank. 

2dly. I should recommend that the government should adopt measures 
to reinforce these combined armies with cavalry. The Duque del Parque 
has one regiment, that of La Reyna, but there ought to be 3000 or 4000. 


Q-, 0, TiUavora de lii 30th July* 1809, 

2. The Commissary Gen. is to attend to the requisitions of the Inspector of hiwpitals, for 
provisions and other articles for the sick and wounded. The brig'ades to appoint officers 
and non-commissioned officers to take charge of the sick and wounded in general hospital, 
in prraortion to their numbers, according to the G, O. 

3. These officers and non-commissioned officers are to be selected from those who have 
slight wounds which are likely to detain them at Taiavera, at the same time that they are 
not likely to be confined to their houses for any length of time. 

A field officer to be aiipointed to superintend the military arrangements of the general 
hospital ; be will report to the Adj. Gen. what sentiies will be necessary, and wbat guards 
will be required to furnish them. The Ist division to furnish the field officer. 

4. General officers commanding brigades are desired to attend to tlie early and precise 
execution of all orders relating to the care of the sick and wounded, and to have reports 
mode upon them according to the G. O. 4th July. 

5. General officers commanding divisions and brigades ore desired (his day to see that 
all the soldiers are supplied with ammunition and flints, &c. It is recommended to officers 
commanding regiments to have the accoutrcmenls of the killed and wounded men collected, 
whicli are lying about the ground. They will report to the Q. M. G, the numbers collected, 
in order that arrangements may be mode to procure storehouses for them at Taiavera. 
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If these measures were adopted, tlie enemy would not venture to move 
into Bstremadura, as he would expect to he opposed in front, and attacked 
in his rear, by our combined Spanish and Portuguese force, whose original 
position might, in the first instance, be calculated only to give security to 
the frontiers of Portugal and to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

By degrees, as we should be enabled to get on in this quarter, and as 
the Spanish and Portuguese troops under the Marques de la Romana and 
Beresford would be disciplined, we might look further, and make them 
act on the offensive in the general cause. 

I atiall be obliged to you if you will take these suggestions into con- 
sideration, and convey them to the government, if you should approve of 
them ; but I hope they will lose no time in sending tlieir orders, as tlie 
object is of importance. 

Tie A.G. to Ueut. Col. mite, tStth regt. 30th July, 1809- 

I have presented die French standard, taken by the 29th regt. on the 28th hist., 
to the Commander of the Forces ; and I am directed by his Excellency to return 
it to you, that it may remain in possession of the 29th regt. ns a testimonial of 
their gallant conduct. 

To Major Gen. O'Donoju. Talavera de la Reyna, Slst July, 1800. 

Adverting to the intelligence which has been received of the move- 
ments of a French corps towards the Puerto do Bniios, I cannot avoid 
requesting that you would press his Excellency Qon, Cuesta to dulaoh 
towards that quarter, on this night, a division of his infantry with its guns, 
and a Commanding officer upon whoso exertions and abilities he can rely. 

I certainly never should have advanced so far, if I had not had reason 
to believe that that point was secure j and I still think that the move- 
ments of Gen. Beresford with the Portuguese army on the frontier, or 
that of the Duque del Parque from Ciud^ Rodrigo, combined with the 
natural difficulties of the country, and the defence by the Manjuos de la 
Reyna, may delay the enemy’s advance till the arrival of this division. 
At all events this division will not be missed here, and it will he in a 
situation to observe the enemy, if he should have crossed the mountains 
before the arrival of the division. But if the division should arrive in 
time, it will perform a most important service to the common cause, as 
it will preclude the necessity of my adopting more effectual measures to 
re-establish and secure my communication with Portugal, which measures 
must tend to delay the execution of all our plans against the great body 
of the enemy. 

P.S. I have to observe that his Excellency is equally interested with 
me in preventing this irruption into Plasancia, as the enemy’s first step 
will certainly be to interrupt his Excellency’s communication witli 
Seville by the bridge of Almaraz. 

To Major Gen. O'Donoju. Tolavora do la Roynn, .'list July, 1809. 

I have just received intelligence from a man of the (50lh regt., who 
was taken prisoner on tlie 28th, that the enemy are in the villages on the 
other side of the Alberche ; and I think it would be desirable to adopt, at 
an early period, some mode of ascertaining this point, by the observation 
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of officers or peasants or others, from this side of the Alherche, and from 
the other side the Tagus. 

In addition to the official letter which I have written to you this morn- 
ing, respecting the advance of the enemy through the Puerto de Banos, 
I cannot but observe to you that the situation of both armies will become 
very critical in such an event. There is but one way to avoid it, besides 
stopping the enemy’s advance through the Puerto de Banos, and that is, 
to urge on the advance of Gen. Yenegas towards Madrid, by a line as 
distant and as distinct from that adopted by the combined armies as may 
be possible. The enemy must then detach from his main body to oppose 
him, and the main body will in that case be so much weakened as to 
enable us to attack it without disadvantage, or, if that measure should be 
preferable, to enable the combined armies to detach a sufficient corps to 
beat the army which is supposed to be advancing through the mountains 
of Plasencia. 

I shall be obliged to you if you will explain these my sentiments to 
Gen. Cuesta. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Frece. Talavcra de la Reyna, 31st July, ISOS. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have received 
from Don M. de Garay, upon which I request of you to convey to him the 
following observations. 

I shall be very much obliged to him if he will understand that I have 
no authority, nay, that I have been directed not to correspond with any of 
the Spanish ministers ; and I request tliat he will in future convey to me 
through you the commands which be may have for me. I am convinced 
that I shall then avoid the injurious and uncandid misrepresentations of 
what passes, which Don M. de Garay has more than once sent to me, ap- 
parently with a view of placing on the records of his government state- 
ments of my actions and conduct which are entirely inconsistent with the 
truth, and to which statements I have no regular means of replying. 

As soon as my line of march into Spain was determined upon, which 
you and Don M. de Garay are aware was not till a very late period, T sent 
to procure means of transport and other supplies at the places in which 
I considered it most likely I should get them, namely, Plasencia, Ciudad 
Rodrigo, Gata, Bejar, &c. ; and as soon as I found that I had failed, I wrote 
to Gen. O’Donoju, on the 16th July, a letter, of which you have, and of 
which I know the government have, a copy, in which I told him that, as 
I had not received the assistance I required, I could undertake for no 
more than the first operation, which I had settled with Gen. Cuesta in my 
interview with him on the llth. It is therefore an unfounded assertion 
that the first account that the government received of my intentions not 
to undertake any new operations was when they heard that I had left Gen. 
Cuesta alone to pursue the enemy. 

The statement is not true, for, although I disapproved of Gen. Cuesta’s 
advance of the 24th and 25th, which I knew would end as it did, I did 
support it with two divisions of infantry and a brigade of cavalry, which 
covered his retreat to the Alherche on the 26th, and his passage of that 
river on the 21th : and supposing the assertion to have been true, and that 
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Gen. Cuesta was exposed to Ije attacked by the enemy when alone, it was 
his fault and not mine ; and I had given him fair notice, not only by my 
letter of the 16th July, but frequently afterwords, tliot I could do no more. 

It is not a difiicult matter for a gentleman in the situation of Don M. 
<le Garay to sit down in his cabinet and write his ideas of the glory which 
would result from driving the French through the Pyrenees j and I 
believe there is no man in Spain who has risked so much, or who has 
sacrificed so much, to effect tliat object as I have. But I wish that Don 
M. de Garay, or the gentlemen of the Junta, before they blame me for 
not doing more, or impute to me beforehand the probable consequences of 
the blunders dr the indiscretion of others, would either come or send here 
somebody to satisfy the wants of our half starved army, which, although 
they have been engaged for 2 days, and have defeated twice their num- 
bers, in the service of Spain, have not bread to eat. It is positively a 
fact that, during the last 1 days, the British army have not received 
one third of their provisions j that at Hus moment there are nearly 4000 
wounded soldiers dying in the hospital in this town from want of common 
assistance and necessaries, which any other country in the world would 
have given even to its enemies •, and that I can get no assistance of any 
description from the country. I cannot prevail upon them even to bury 
the dead carcasses in the neighbourhood, the stench of which will destroy 
themselves as well as us. 

1 cannot avoid feeling these circumstances ; and the Junta must see that, 
unless they and the country make a great exertion to support and supply 
the armies, to which the invariable attention and the exertion of every man 
and the labor of every beast in the country ought to be directed, the bravery 
of the soldiers, their losses and their success, will only make matters worse 
and increase our embarrassment and distress. I positively will not move, 
nay, more, I will disperse my army, till I am supplied with provisions and 
means of transport as I ought to be. 

To Lieut. Col. Gordon, Mil. Seo. Talavera de la Re^mo, Slst July, 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose a memorial to the Commander in Chief 
from Capt. Mellish, who is an A. A. G. with this army. I beg leave to 
recommend Capt. Mellish in the moat particular manner to the attention 
of the Commander in Chief, as an officer whose activity, ability, and 
attention to his duty upon all occasions deserve, and have obtained, the 
approbation of all those with whom he has served. 

To W. Huskisson, Esq., Seo. to the Treasury. Talavera de la Reyna, 1st Aug. 1800. 

I have received your letters of the 8th June and 19th July. The sup- 
plies of money have come very opportunely, and I hope that you will con- 
trive to supply us with all you can afford. You are certainly mistaken in 
England respecting the sums of money to be procured at Lisbon, Gibraltar, 
or Cadiz, for bills. They are not near so large as you imagine } and, 
indeed, till the money arrived from England, and that which had been 
sent to be changed arrived from Cadiz, the sum we procured for bills was 
tri^g indeed. If circumstances should prevent government from sup- 
plying us with money, it ought to become a question with them whether 
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tliey should keep us here, for we can do nothing without money; and, 
indeed, our existence in this country, unless supplied with sufficient quan> 
tities, would hecome very precarious. 

I do not know what we can do more than we have done to draw to our 
net all the money which is to be got for hills at Gibraltar, Cadiz, and 
Lisbon, unless, indeed, we were to insist that none of the British autho- 
rities, excepting the Commissary .Gen., should draw bills at the two former 
places, as we have done at Lisbon, and thus leave the market to him alone ; 
and, of course, to him the charge of providing supplies for the expenses at 
Gibraltar and those at Cadiz. We might not get more money by this 
mode of proceeding, as I believe we now get all that there is, but we might 
get it at rather a cheaper rate. 

On the other hand, it must be observed, that as the Commissary Gen. of 
this army would, under this arrangement, he obliged to furnish supplies of 
money for the expenses of Gibraltar and Cadiz, he would he obliged to 
keep the treasuries at those places full to the extent of the regular demands 
upon him, and thus we might not get the resource from those places which 
we may expect under the existing arrangement. We feel very much in 
this manner the inconvenience of the heavy demands on the Commissary 
Gen. at Lisbon, for services not altogether of a military description. But 
we could not get on at all there, if any body but the Commissary Gen, 
were permitted to draw a hill. 

To Major Gen. O'Donoju. Tolavera de la Eeyna, Ut Aiig. 1809. 

We have got 13 pieces of French artillery, which I wish to give over 
to the Spanish array ; the other 1 you have already got. I shall bo obliged 
to you if you will urge Gen. Cuesta to desire the Commanding officer of 
the Spanish artillery to receive charge of them from the Commanding 
officer of the English artillery. 

We want 90 artillery horses to eomplete the number required to draw 
the guns we have in the field. Could you give us any assistance in this 
way, either in draught horses or mules ? During the action of the 28th, 
many of the horses of our dragoons and of the artillery strayed, and were 
taken possession of by the stragglers from the Spanish army who were in 
the rear of the town. I see English horses, with short tails, in possession 
of many of the Spanish troops ; and I shall be very much obliged to you 
if you will urge Gen. Cuesta to give an order tliat all persons having in 
their possession English horses, or horse appointments, such as saddles, 
bridles, &c., should take them to the English cavalry lines forthwith. 

I also understand that, on the morning of the 29th, when out officers 
and soldiers were engaged in collecting the wounded and in burying the 
dead, the arms and accoutrements of both were collected and carried away 
by the Spanish troops. The consequence is, that, as our soldiers recover 
in the hospital, we shall have no arms or accoutrements for them. I shall 
be very much obliged to Gen. Cuesta if he will give orders that all 
English arms and accouixements of infantry may he lodged at the convent 
of San Geronimo. 

We are much in want of medical assistance for the attendance of the 
wounded in the hospital ; and I have been obliged to send there all those 
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who ought properly to do duty with the regiments in the field. This 
cripples our operations much j and I shall he very much obliged to you if 
you will urge Gen, Cuesta to apply to the government for tlio assistance 
of at least 40 or 60 surgeons as soon as possible, who shall be paid at tlie 
same rate as the hospital mates in tire British service. 

To Vise. Caafleicagli. Talavem ilo la Reyna, Isl Ang. 1800. 

Since I last had the honor of addi-essing you on die 29th July, the enemy 
have continued to keep a rear guard of about 10,000 men on the heights 
on the left of the Alberche, and I imagine that the whole army is still in 
the neighbourhood. It is difficult, however, to ascertain the fact, owing 
to the great deficiency of intelligence in the Spanish army. 

On the 30th we received intelligence that provisions hod been ordered 
for a Prenoh corps of 10,000 or 12,000 men, on the road from Alba de 
Tormes towards Bejar, in the Puerto de Banos, which affords the best road 
through the range of mountains which separates Plasencia and Estrema- 
dura from Castille. I had hoped that diis pass had been effectually secured 
by the Spanish troops, otherwise I certainly should not have moved from 
Plasencia; and I had taken the further precaution to secure that point, 
os well as the frontier of Portugal, by directing Marshal Beresford to 
assemble the Portuguese army in die neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
witliin the Spanish frontier. 

I am apprehensive, however, that the Marshal, although he was at 
Ciudad Rodrigo, had not been able to collect his troops in time ; and as I 
cannot prevail upon Gen. Cuesta to detach a sufficient force to secure that 
important point, I am apprehensive that this French corps will pass through 
the mountains into Estremadura in our rear. These circumstances, com- 
bined with the extreme fatigue of the troops, the want of provisions, and 
the number of wounded to be taken ewe of, have prevented me from 
moving from my position. 

Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd arrived with his brigade on the 29th, in the 
morning, having marched 12 Spanish leagues in a little more than 24 
hours. Gen. Venegas’ corps arrived upon the Tagus on the 28th and 2Uth ; 
and he attacked Toledo with a detachment under Brig. Gen. Lacy, and 
moved himself to the bridge of Aranjuez. 

To Vise. Castleieagh. Talaveia de la Reyna, 1st Ang. 1809. 

When I addressed you this morning I had not received the report from 
the outposts. It appears tliat the enemy withdrew the rear guard which 
was posted on the heights on the left of Bie Alberche last night at 1 1 o’clock, 
and the whole army marched towards Olalla, I conclude, with an inten- 
tion of taking up a position in the neighbourhood of the Guadarrama, with 
a view to he able to throw their whole force upon Venegas, or upon this 
army, if either should move towards Madrid. 

To Vise. CasUeteagb. Talarora do la Royno, Ist Ang. 1809. 

My public letters will give you some idea of our situation. It is one 
of some embarrassment, hut of which I think I shall get the hotter, I hope, 
without fighting another desperate bottle, which would really cripple us 
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BO much as to render all our efforts useless. I certainly should get the 
better of every thing, if I could manage Gen. Cuesta ; but his temper and 
disposition are so bad, that that is impossible. 

Venegas’ movement will probably relieve our front. I think it probable 
also that the French will not like to press through the Puerto de Baiios, 
having Beresford’s army on their rear, and a victorious army in their front; 
and, indeed, that point would be quite secure, if I could prevail upon 
Gen. Cuesta to reinforce his troops at Bejar, so as to secure that point as 
I had understood it to be. 

We are miserably supplied with provisions, and I do not know how to 
remedy this evil. The Spanish armies are now so numerous that they 
eat up the whole country. They have no magazines, nor have we, nor can 
we collect any ; and there is a scramble for every thing. 

I think the battle of the 28th is likely to be of great use to the Spaniards ; 
but 1 don’t think them yet in a state of discipline to contend with the 
French j and I prefer infinitely to endeavor to remove the enemy from 
this part of Spain by manoeuvre to the trial of another pitched battle. 
The French, in the last, threw their whole force upon us, and although 
it did not succeed, and will not succeed in future, we shall lose great 
numbers of men, which we can but ill afford. I dare not attempt to 
relieve ourselves from the weight of the attack by bringing forward the 
Spanish troops, owing to their miserable state of discipline, and their want 
of officers properly qualified. These troops are entirely incapable of per- 
forming any manoeuvre, however simple. 'They would get into irretrievable 
confusion, and the result would probably be the loss of every thing. 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 11th July, for which I am 
much obliged to you. I hope that your expedition will succeed. I guessed 
the point to which it was directed. 

To die Rt Hon. J. H. Frere. Talaveia de la Reyna, 2d Aug. 18U0. 

The state in which our men in hospital are from want of sheets and 
shirts induces me to request of you to prevail upon the government to 
have 5000 or 6000 of each sent here from Seville without loss of time : 
200 mules would carry the whole, and I will pay for them. 

I have seen a letter from the government to Gen, Cuesta, stating that 
they had determined to send us a large quantity of salt beef. If, instead 
of salt beef, they would form in this neighbourhood a magazine of 
300,000 or 400,000 lbs. of biscuit, they would enable us to get on and to 
take advantage of our successes. 


Q. O, TUayera de la Ile}na» iid Aug. 1609. 

2. The soldiers plunder tlie inhabitants bringing in provisions, notwithstanding the 
peated orders given upon the subject, and tlie knowledge which they all have, that tliis 
practice must tend to their own distiess. 

3* The Commander of the Forces desires tliat particular attention may be paid to former 
orders, requiring tliat no soldier should quit his lines, excepting on fatigue, in cliarge of an 
officer or non-commissioned officer, unless he is dressed according to the standing orders of 
his regiment with side-arms. 

The rolls must be called in camp every two houia, and commanding officers of brigades 
will give diiections what proportion of officers of each regiment are to be present. The 
Provost and his assislants must patrole the neighbourhood of the camp constantly, and the 
assistants must rdievo each other. 
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To Gen. O’Donoju. ' TiiUrora, 2(1 Aug. IPOO, 

The ofBccr who will have the honor of delivering this letter to you is 
Col. Mackinnon, of the Guards, who is stationed at Talavera in charge of 
the British hospital. I shall be very much obliged to you if, during my 
absence, you will allow him to communicate with you upon the wants of 
the hospital, and if you will apply to Gen. Cuesta for such assistance as 
he may require, particularly of parties of men on fatigue to assist in 
cleaning the hospital. 

I do request you to communicate to Lieut. Col. Mackinnon, in con- 
fidence, any movement that the General naay wish to carry into execution 
the orders which I have given him to remove the hospital, in case the 
General should think it proper to fall back. 

J.Cf. to Lieut. Col. Mackinnon. 2(1 Aug. 1809. 

1 am directed by the Commander of the Forces to acquaint you that you are 
appointed to remain at this place, having the superintendence of the srek and 
wounded in hospital, also the convalescents and troops tliat are left at Talavera. 

A letter is herewith enclosed for Gen. O’Donoju, of the stalf of the Spanish 
army, which contains the Commander of the Forces' request that iic will apprise 
you, from time to time, of Gen. Cuesta's intentions, move particularly if, from any 
unforeseen event, the General should find himself under the neccsisity of with- 
drawing from Talavera. Should this occurrence arise, which can hardly be looked 
forward to, the Commander of the Forces directs that you will use your utmost 
exertions not only to bring off the guard of troops placed over the hospitals, as stated 
in the margin, but also all officers and convalescents or sick men that it is possible, 
by procuring transport or otherwise, to move: and that you will direct your march 
on the bridge of Arzobispo from that to Truxillo and Merida : on your way thither, 
further orders would, in the above case, reach you. Recurring to such an event, 
it would he necessary that the Commissary who remains witli you should be left 
with the sick unable to he moved, as also the necessary medical attendance for 
them ; and you will not fail to write such a letter, which you will leave with tlio 
Commissary, to the officer commanding the enemy’s troop.s, as woidd insure ours 
such treatment as is ever shown by British troops to those who fail into tiieir 
power. The manner in which Sir A. Wellesley has always considered the troops 
of the enemy, may be forcibly urged. 

Gen. O’DonojitwiU he likewise requested to afford you every assistance for your 
interior arrangements of the sick in hospital ; and it is hope(l, through his inter- 
ference, that you will obtain what you rec^uire from the Junta. 

A copy of the 0.0. for the regulation of hospitals is herewith enclosed. 
Officers commanding regiments liare been directed to see that officers of com- 
panies leave pay for their men up to the 24th Aug., in addition to which £fiOO 
has been left witli the Commissary of accounts. I beg to receive an exact return, 
as early as possible, of the sick men, &c., at Talavera. 

To Marshal Beresford. Oropesa, 3d Aug. 1809. 

The movement of Soult through the Puerto de Bonos has deranged all 
our plans, and I am obliged to return to drive him out. I think you 
might be able to assist us materially in efTecting this object, or probably 
even to cut off bis retreat entirely. 

We understand that he arrived at Plasencia on the 1st, and I have not 
yet heard tliat he has moved from thence ; hut I shall dosire the oflicor who 
will take you this to procure for you all the intelligonco hn can up to the 
latest moment. I intend to go to Navalmoral to-morrow, and if I should find 
that Soult is still at Plasencia, J hope to he at that place by the 6th or 7tli. 

We are miserably off, however, for provisions, and it is possible that 1 
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may be obliged to halt a day, to endeavor to procure a day’s bread for 
tlie men. If we should find Soult at Plaseneia, he will endeavor to retreat 
by the Puerto de Bofios, or by that of Perales, or he may make a run for 
Portugal. I think that you may stop him for me either in Perales or Banos. 
You cannot do much if he goes for Portugal, where we must make other 
and more extensive arrangements. I wish you, therefore, if you can, to 
occupy Banos and Perales as soon as possible after you shall have received 
this letter. I rather think that there is a point not far from Plaseneia, 
intermediate between the two passes, which effectually commands the 
road to either from Plaseneia. If this should be the case, which you will 
find out at Ciudad Kodrigo, I recommend you to occupy that point. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. H. Frore. OtopcsB, 3d Aug. 1800. 

Notwithstanding the anxiety which I felt, tlie pains which I took, and 
the assurances which were given to me respecting the security of the Puerto 
de Banos, Gen. Cuesta received intelligence yesterday morning, that the 
French corps which had threatened that point had passed through un- 
opposed, and had entered Plaseneia on the 1st, at about 2 o’clock. I 
had at last prevailed upon the General to detach a sufficient corps to 
defend the Puerto, which marched yesterday morning ; hut after the evil 
was done, he became equally sensible with myself of the important 
advantage which had been gained by the enemy, and he came to me to 
propose that half of the army should march immediately to set the matter 
right again. I told him that if by half of the army he meant half of the 
Spanish and English corps, I could not consent to the proposal, and that 
I would either stay or go with my whole corps. He then desired that I 
would choose, and I offered to go. My reason for this preference is, that 
I think that I shall effect the operation, probably without ^contest, in a 
shorter time than he could, and with much more certainty j and that I 
can bring to hear upon this point, not only all the Spanish troops in the 
neighbourhood, hut the Portuguese army, which are collected not far 
from Ciudad Rodrigo. 

It is possible that the enemy, who by last night’s accounts appeared to 
he occupied by Sir R. Wilson’s appearance again, near Escalona, may not 
hear of my departure before I shall be upon my return ; or, what I think 
more probable, from his movements towards Escalona, and his having 
Victor’s head quarters at Maqueda, that he intends to re-enter Estrema- 
dura that way, despairing of success by the way of Talavera: thus at the 
same time to turn that position, and give a hand to Soult, who, I con- 
clude, will endeavor to advance by the Tietar. If, however, I should he 
mistaken in this conjecture, and the enemy should discover that 1 am 
gone, and should move upon Gen. Cuesta in full force, he must only 
retire until he shall again join me. In die meantime, with all these 
movements, we are horribly distressed for provisions. The soldiers seldom 
get enough to. eat, and what they do get is delivered to them half mouldy, 
and at hours at which they ought to be at rest. 

I enclose to you the copy of an intercepted letter which Sir R. Wilson 
sent to me this morning. I am, induced to suspect that it was put in his 
way purposely. The senator who was at Vitoria on the 2l8t, with such 
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important intelligence, would have been at Madrid long ago, and we 
^ould have heard of his arrival. There are rumours, however, among 
the deserters, of the preliminaries of peace having been signed. 

To Major Gen, O'Oonoju, Oropesa, 3<I Aug. 1809. 

I arrived here a little after 12, but have received no intelligence of the 
enemy. There is no dust forwards ; and I understand that we have a 
Commissary at Navalmoral, who would probably have moved if he had 
heard of the enemy on this side of the Tietar. I have written to Gen. 
Bassecourt to recommend to him to halt to-morrow at Centenillo, and to 
patrole the roads in the Vera de Plasencia, as well as in his front. 

The movements of the enemy which Sir B.. Wilson announced in his 
letter of last night, which I gave you this morning, induce me to think 
that he will not endeavor again to force his way through the valley of 
Talavera; but that he intends to be in readiness to aid Soult by Escalona, 
between theAlberche and the Tietar. If I should be correct in this notion, 
Gen. Cuesta may be induced to give up his position nt Talavera, and then 
my hospital there will be placed in a state of risk. This gives me much 
uneasiness. At all events, in the present state of our operations, it appears 
to me that the hospital is too far advanced at Talavera, and I am very 
desirous of removing it farther back. 

I wish that you would mention this subject to Gen. Cuesta, and request 
him, from me, to make a requisition in the country south of the Tagus, 
for carts to remove the hospital. It is impossible to hope to be able to 
remove it at once. Indeed, to attempt it might destroy the men whom 
we wish to save j but by first fixing upon an intermediate station, at no 
great distance from Talavera, we might soon remove the whole from 
thence, and afterwards by degrees to the place to be ultimately fixed upon 
Tor the hospital. 

I cannot avoid again taking this opportunity 'of recommending tliat 
aen. Venegas should be ordered to keep the enemy in a state of alarm 
Tor the safety of Madrid, by the road of Fuentiduena and Arganda, as the 
inly one by which he can oblige the enemy to keep his forces divided. 
This is really necessary, till we sliall have our rear clear and secure 
again. 

To Major Gen. O'Sonojn. Oropesa, 3d Aug. 1809. 

I have just received your letter of this day and its enclosures. I ac- 
knowledge that I do not conceive the enemy are likely to attack you or 
to harass me, as they say they will, for some time, and I wish that Gen. 
Cuesta had remained a little longer. Sir R. Wilson must give you notice 
if tliey break through at Escalona j and you are in time if you march 
when you find the enemy making that movement, or breaking up for a 
forward movement from S'“ Olalla. You see tliat Joseph, with SebastianPs 
sorps, is, or rather was, at Eargas. At all events, I conceive that it will 
he desirable that you should delay your march till morning, and send off 
irour wounded, commissariat, baggage, &c., before you, and that you 
should halt in tlie wood where the venta is, till the wounded shall have 
irrived at Arzobispo, and your baggage bo here. 
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Depend upon it, you are mistaken in Soult’s strengtli ; and that Victor, 
without Sebastiani and the King, who cannot move while Venegas is 
where he is, can do us no harm. 

F. S. I conclude that you will take care to establish a strong post at 
Arzobispo, and destroy the bridge at Talavera. 

To Oen. Bassecouit. Oropesa, 1e 3 AoOt, 1809. 

Je suis arrivd ici avec I’armde Anglaise, ayant I’intention d’arrfiter les 
progrtis du corps Framjais que I’on dit 6tre entrd k Flasencia par le Puerto 
de Baflos. Je vous serai bien obligd de me faire savoir si vous avez 
quelques nouvelles de ce corps. Comme ce corps Ik est plus fort que 
celui que vous avez sous vos ordres, il me parait que vous fetes trop en 
avant de moi. Je vous conseille done de faire halte demoin k Centenillo; 
j'irai k Navalmoral si je le puis, et vous screz k 2 on 3 lieues de distance. 
Si I’ennemi connait nos mouvemens, il tkehera de passer par la Vera de 
Flasencia k I’autre efetd du Tietar. Il ne pent pas y mener son canon, 
mais je vous prie d’avoir I’osil sur cette route. 

To Major Gen. O'Donoju. Oropesa, 3d Aug. 1809. 

I have just heard that the enemy was coming into Navalmoral this 
afternoon, and I also understand that your ofScer at Almaraz was pre- 
pared to break the bridge upon the first appearance of the enemy. This 
being the case, what does Gen. Cuesta propose to do ? I think it probable 
that he would be able to drive off Soult if he is alone, or even with Ney ; 
but you know much time must elapse before your bridge would be 
repaired, if it could be repaired at all ; and it would not be pleasant to 
fight a general action with the whole French army, with the river at our 
back, and no means of passing it. We caimot fight here without holding 
Calera, which appears to me to he impracticable, and, therefore, what I 
would recommend is, that the whole army should assemble at this side of 
the bridge of Arzobispo. I have written to Gen. Bassecourt to recom- 
mend that, as soon as he shall receive my letter, he should march either 
to this place or to La Calzada. 

To Geii. Baaseconit Oropesa, le 3 Aofit, 1800. 

Je viens de recevoir la nouvelle que I’ennemi est entrfe oet aprfes-midi 
k Navalmoral. 

Je crois que le Gdndral Cueata a marchd cet aprfes-dtncr k 3 heures, et 
il m’informe que I’ennemi est en force des deux cdtds. Je vous conseille 
done de marcher aussitdt que vous aurez re 9 U cette lettre k la Calzada on 
k cette place. Si vous aliez k la Calzada, envoyez un ofiScier pour ptd- 
venir nos patrouilles. 

To Marshal Beresfonl. Oropesa, 3d Aag. 1809. 

Since I wrote you the letter which goes with this 1 have received a 
letter from Gen. Cuesta, which gives me reason to believe that it is possible 
that Ney may be with Soult; and he so far thinks that Victor will be 
of the party, that he breaks up from Talavera, leaving there my hospital, 
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and follows me. Under these circumstances, it is difficult foi' lUo to say 
what I shall do. 

The Spaniards will certainly retire across the bridge of Alinaraz, and 
in that case, with Ney and Soult before me, and Victor, and probably the 
King, behind me, I cannot go to Plasencia. However, if I find ray front 
weak, that is the line I shall take ; and I wish you to be prepared to stand 
behind Soult if he should be alone. If Ney should be with him, you will 
do best to go with your army, as soon as you can, to Gastello Biunco, and 
defend the passes. 


TTle to ihe <^eer eommg. tick at Oinpna. Sd Aug. 1809. 

I am directed by the Commander of the rorces to desire that yon will forthwith 
inarch with all the men you can remove from the hospital, together with the officers 
who have them in charge, to the Puente del Arzohisxio, which you will cross, and 
endeavor to accommodate them on the other side, until you receive further direc- 
tions. You will probably be joined at the bridge by the sick, &c. from Talevera, 
under the command of Col. Mackinnon, of the Guards, whose orders you will 
follow. A Commissary will be ffirectecl to accompany yon, to procure what may 
be necessary fur the men. Such men as cannot be removed will remain here, 
under a proper medical attendant, who will receive fhrtlier instructions. 

7%i! ui.G, to Dr, Franck, Iiupeelor of Iloopitab. 3d Aug. 1809. 

It is the Commander of the Forces' directions, that such of the men in hospital 
here, as are capable of being moved, should march this nigiil, under charge of Iho 
officer commanding the convalescents, and such other officers ns arc appointed to 
the sick, to the Puente del Arzohiapo, which bridge they are to pass, mid roninin 
on the other side in such nccommodatiou as can bo got, until further orders; they 
will he joined there hy Col. Maokinium and the side horn Ttilavera, fi'om whom 
they will receive orders. A Commissary will proceed with them. The rcmnimler 
of the sick that cannot be moved, will remain hero with a proper medical attend- 
ant, who will receive further iustrvictions. 

7ke A.G, to the Dtp. Commiosarg General. 3d Aug, I8U9. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to desire that an officer of your 
department may proceed this night with the convalescents from hence to tlie bridge 
of Arzohispo, where they will meet the sick from Talaverii. The Commissary will 
then remain, to provide in the best manner he can for them, till furtlier orders. 

To Mqor Gen. O'Donoju. Puente del Arzobispo, 1th Aug. 1809. 

I have received the letter containing Gen. Cuesta’s congratulations 
upon the honor conferred upon me by the government, and I beg that 
you will do me the favor to congratulate his Excellency upon the honor 
conferred upon him. 

I beg you, at the same time, to inform him, that not having found any 
good position on the right of the Tagus, and having heat'd that ho had 
ordered his army to pass the river, I have ordered that under my command 
to pass the river likewise. If he should be attacked before we should 
make our ulterior dispositions, it would not make half an hour’s difference ; 

I wish, however, that the General would carry into execution the plan 
agreed upon this morning, and fall back on tlie Tagus. 

To the Et. Hon. J. H. Frctc. Puente del Arzobispo, Itli Ang. 1809. 

I wrote to you yesterday a letter, which I now send to you, since which 
time the appearance of our affairs has changed for the worse. 
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After I had written to you, I learned that the enemy had arrived at 
Navalmoral, by which movement he acquired possession of Almaraz, and 
that the bridge at that place was destroyed by the Marques de la Reyna, 
who had retired thither from Banos, Shortly afterwards I received a letter 
from Gen. O’Donoju, in which he informed me that the French corps 
which had entered by Banos consisted of 30,000 men, being composed of 
all the troops which had been in the north of Spain ; and that Gen. Cuesta, 
being apprehensive that I was not strong enough for them, and moreover, 
having reason, from tlie contents of intercepted letters and the reports of 
Sir R. Wilson from the neighbourhood of Escalona, to apprehend that 
the enemy intended to press upon my rear, while I should be engaged in 
front, and that he should he cut off from me, had determined to march 
from Talavera yesterday evening. Thus my security was gone, and nearly 
1500 of my wounded soldiers were left behind. It then became a subject 
of serious consideration what I should recommend to the General to do. 
We could not regain the ground of the bridge of Almaraz without a battle, 
and, in all probability, we should have had to fight another with 50,000 
men before the bridge could be re-established, supposing we had suc- 
ceeded in the first. We could not stand at Oropesa, where we were, the 
position being but an indifferent one, and liable to be cut off, by Calera, 
from this place, its only point of retreat. I preferred and recommended 
the latter: 1st, from a consideration of the losses which we, the English, 
must have sustained in these successive contests, without the chance of 
being able to take care of our wounded. 2dly, from the consideration 
that if it were true that 30,000 meq had been added to the French forces in 
this part of Spain, it was quite impossible for us to act upon the offensive. 
A diversion must be made in favor of the armies in this quarter, by the 
movement of some other hody towards Madrid, which will draw off a part 
of their forces to oppose it, and then we may resume the offensive. 
3dly, in order that these operations and battles should be successful, it was 
necessary that the marches to be made should be long, and made with 
great celerity. I am sorry to say that, from the want of food, the troops 
are now unequal to either the one or the other ; and it is more than pro- 
bable that Victor would have been upon our backs before the first action 
between Soult and me could have been concluded. 

Upon the whole, therefore, I am convinced that the measure which I 
have advised is tlie wisest, and likely to lead to the best, if not to the most 
brilliant, result. 

As usual, Gen, Cuesta wanted to fight general actions. Now that all 
the troops are removed from Castille, Bomana and the Duque del Parque 
ought to be directed to make some demonstrations towards Madrid, which 
would now relieve this front. I understand that, besides the 50,000 men, 
there will be a corps of 12,000 employed to observe Venegas. 

Tht A,Q. to Dr. Jlf‘Dov)all, 4th Aagf. 1809. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to desire that you will remain 
at Oropesa, taking charge of the sick and wounded that cannot be removed from 
hence. If it shcidd so Imppen, tha^ by the fallingback of Gen. Cuesta’s army, the 
enemy should enter tliis ]dace, it will then be your duty to represent to the officer 
in command the uniform good treatment that prisouers have received from British 



SPAINT. 


soldiers, and you will claim for the sick all timt protection and care their case re- 
quires. Yon will explain how very anxious his Excellency the Conimauder of the 
Forces feels on this subject; and that he places confidence in the humanity and 
liberality of the enemy now, especially os Sir A. Wellesley has ever treated the 
French prisoners with every care. 

A sum of money will be left you, together with the men’s pay to the 24th Aug. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir K. Wilson. Peraleda de Garbin, Stii Aug. 1800. 

It is difficult for me to instruct you when every letter I receive from 
you informs me that you are fortlier from me, and are carrying into ex- 
ecution a plan of your own. The last instructions I gave you were to 
communicate with, and of course follow the motions of, the Spanish 
army. The day before yesterday Gen. Cuesta abandoned Talavera, and 
arrived on the morning of the 4th at Oropesa, on the ground that Soult 
and Ney, joined, had come through Plasencia, that I was not strong 
enough for them, and, moreover, that he was threatened on his left flank and 
in his front. Soult was then at Navalmoral, and the bridge at Almaraz was 
taken up. In my opinion there remained for us but one line to adopt, 
Gen. Cuesta’s intelligence being correct, and that was to withdraw across 
tZie bridge of Arzobispo, and re-establish as soon as possible our commu- 
nication with Seville and with Lisbon. I have done so. The General is, 
I understand, still at Arzobispo, having drawn in his advanced guard from 
Talavera. You will do well to march, directly that you will receive this, 
by Oalera to Arzobispo, and there cross the river and send word to Gen. 
Cuesta that you ore coming tliere, that he may not break tho bridge be- 
fore you arrive. I doubt whether you would find your way through tho 
mountains of the Vera at present. 

P.S. You should have followed the movements of Gen, Cuesta here. 

Fo Marshal Betesford. Mesa de Ibur, Otii Aug. 1809. 

After I had written to you on the 3d, and I had fully considered our 
situation, I lliought it best to retire across the Tagus, by the bridge of 
Arzobispo, to take up the line of that river, and to move the British army 
as soon as possible, to secure tlic passage of Almaraz. Soult arrived that 
day at Navalmoral, and had therefore possession of tho road to the bridge, 
which was either taken up, or, if not taken up, the enemy might have 
destroyed it. I was not certain that Ney was not with Soult; and I was 
certain that, if not with him, he was at no great distance from him : we 
should, therefore, have had a battle to fight to gain the rood to Almaraz, 
for Plasencia was then out of the question ; and if Victor had followed 
Cuesta, as he ought, most probably another battle, before the bridge would 
have been re-established, with the whole French army, and, if unsuccess- 
ful, I should have been obliged to retire over one bridge, supposing that 
I had been able to re-establish the bridge at Almaraz at all. Then it was 
to be considered tliat Cuesta having left Talavera, the bridge of Arzobispo 
was open to the enemy’s enterprise ; and if he had destroyed it, and we 
had failed in forcing Soult at Navalmoral, we were gone. 

To all these considerations, add tliat it was evident to me that wo must 
take up the defensive, if Soult and Ney wore come through the Puerto do 
Banos ; and although you will believe I gave up witli reluctance tlie fruits 
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of our victory, and of all our toils and losses, I did not hesitate, and do 
not repent that I crossed the Tagus at Arzohispo ; and your letter has 
confirmed my opinion of tlie propriety of that proceeding, 

I should have written to you sooner,' only that I considered my second 
letter of the 3d to be likely to keep you in safety, which was all I wished 
for ; and I did not like to trust a second letter to the chance of falling into 
the enemy’s hands. I propose now to lake up the position of Almaraz, to 
give my trocps some rest and some food, both of which they want, and to 
see what the enemy will do. My opinion is, that they will invade Portu- 
gal, in order to draw us away, and you Ti^ll do well to put yourself in a 
situation to defend the passes. 

I am concerned to hear of the desertion of yom.' troops. Is there no 
remedy for it ? I was sure that the Commander in ChiePs decision upon 
my letter would induce all the officers to quit the Portuguese service. 

To Major Gan. O'Donojii. Deleytom, 7lh Aiig. 1800. 

I arrived here this morning. The whole army has passed over the 
worst part of the road. One division is still at Mesa de Ibor ; but all the 
artillery is by this time at Campillos. The advanced guard is upon the 
Tagus, opposite Almaraz. I have sent an Engineer to look at the river, 
to examine and settle what defences it will require, which I shall have 
constructed forthwith ; and I will replace the bridge. I shall want some 
Spanish artillery, of heavy calibre, however, to arm these batteries ; and 
for this, as for other reasons, I would recommend to Gen. Cuesta to take 
early measures for sending the greatest part, if not the whole, of his heavy 
artillery through the mountains, as soon ns he can •, as well as his Valen- 
cian and Catalonian carts, which travel through these mountains witli 
great difficulty, and can be of no use to him where he is. 

I shall this day, if I cah get it copied, or to-morrow, send you a report 
on the Tagus, from the bridge of Talavera to that of Almai-az, from which 
you will see an account of the banks, mill dams, and fords. It would 
appear from this report, that the enemy would not find it difficult to throw 
over the river some light infantry between you and us, which we might 
find inconvenient in the interruption of oiu* communication, if in nothing 
else ; I therefore recommend to you to have a division of infantry at Mesa 
de Ibor, if only with the object of keeping up the communication between 
the two armies ; but I have also observed that this is a very strong post 
indeed, and in case of any accidents upon your right, it would effectually 
secure your retreat. 

To Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd, at Mirabete. Delcytoso, 8th Aug. 1809. 

I intended going to see you this day, but there ore so many points to be 
arranged here, that I must defer my visit till to-morrow. The measures 
to be adopted at your post upon the Tagus depend so much upon our 
general situation, that it is impossible iz) enter upon them at all without 
explaining our whole situation, with which I am about to trouble you.' 

From all that I Icom, the enemy have brought, or are bringing through 
the Puerto de Banos to Plasencia, all the troops they had in Castille. 
Gen. Beresford, in a letter of the 4th, from Almeida, tells me tliat they 
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■ve t>ow none left in Castillo, and that the number sent Uirough amounts 
34,000 men. This would make the French force in this part of Spain 
iout 10,000 men. They will either press us upon our right with this 
idy, and force their way to Cordova ; or they will try again the game 
' diversions, and detach a large corps into Portugal, in order to make 
1 separate from the Spaniards. I do not think it likely that they will 
ideavor to force the passage of the Tagus. Indeed, success at any point 
love Almaraz would not be of much use to them, for they could not 
arch an army by any road excepting that hy which we have come, and 
hich might be easily defended. That which we have to guard against, 
len, is, 1st, a march into Portugal; 2dly, an attempt upon the right of 
le Spaniards to force their way to Cordova. 

It might be hereafter convenient tliat we should re-establish the bridge 
Almaraz, but that is out of the question at present. Even if a tempting 
)portunity of striking a blow were offered to us, we require rest and 
lod for men and horses before we could take advantage of it. 

In a view either to the march into Portugal, or to the defence of the 
issage of the Tagus at Almaraz, my opinion is, that the following ar- 
ngements ought to he adopted : 1st; we ought to break up the bridge 
fer the channel on the right bank, preserving the planks, and bringing 
lem over to the left bank ! 2dly ; we ought to separate the boats of the 
■idge tied to this side ; the boats might bo removed to the dry crook 
st below the passage, and the beams and planks to the hill behind the 
issage; 3dly; we ought to construct works upon those points of the 
round whioli would best enable us to defend the passage. 

By the adoption of these measures, we should be enabled to defend the 
issage, if the enemy should attempt to force it; and, on the other hand, 
we should find that the enemy move towards Portugal, and that we are 
iliged to move that way, the Spanish division, which will be at Mesa de 
)or, will take your place in security, and we shall have it in our power 
I bum the materials of the bridges ; or, if it should turn out to be ex- 
edient to cross the river, we can easily re-establish them. 

I am in hopes that, to-morrow, I shall be able to send you some guns, 
shall, this afternoon, send you an Engineer and tools for the construction 
f such works as may be necessary. I understood that there were Spanish 
rtillery at the batteries of tho bridge ; hut I have been misinformed on 
ais, as well as on other subjects. I have written to Gen. Cuesto, to desire 
bat Spanish artillery of a heavy calibre may be sent to defend the passage 
t Almaraz. I have ordered provisions to be sent to you. I have hopes 
bat after this day wo shall receive our regular rations. 

'uDon M. de Gamy- Delcytoau, 8lli Aug. 180!). 

I have had the honor of receiving the letter which your Excellency did 
le the honor of writing to me on the 31st July, in which you have ox- 
ressed the approbation of the Central Junta of the conduct of the British 
miy under my command, in the acliun of the 29lh July. I am very 
ensible of the value of the approbation of the Central Junta, and I hog 
hat you will convey to them my respectful acknowledgments. 

I am paiticularly flattered by the confidence they have reposed in me, 
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in appointing me one of tlie Captains General of the Spanish armies; and 
I have this day written to His Majesty’s Principal See. of State, to request 
him to lay before His Majesty this testimony of the approbation and con- 
fidence of the Central Junta, and to request His Majesty’s permission for 
me to accept the commission in the Spanish army with which the govern- 
ment are pleased to honor me. Until His Majesty’s answer shall be re- 
ceived, I shall be happy to render the government every service that may 
he in my power. 

To Don M. do Garay. Dcleytoaa, Stii Aug. Ift09. 

I have in a separate letter expressed my acknowledgments to the govern- 
ment for the honor they have done me in appointing me a Captain General 
in the Spanish army, and I have now to return them my thanks for the 
horses which they have been pleased to present to me in the name of His 
Majesty King Ferdinand VII. In respect to the pay attached to the rank 
of Captain General, I hope the government will excuse me if I decline to 
become a burden upon the finances of Spain during this contest for her 
independence. 

To Vise. Costloreagli. Deleytosa, 8th Aug. 1890. 

I apprised your Lordship on the Ist inst of the advance of a French 
corps towards the Puerto de Banos, and of the probable embarrassment of 
the operations of the army, which its arrival at Plasencia would occasion ; 
and these embarrassments having since existed to a degree so considerable 
as to oblige us to fall back, and to take up a defensive position on the 
Tagus, I am induced to trouble you more at length with an account of 
what has passed upon this subject. 

When I entered Spain, I had a communication with Gen. Cuesta, 
through Sir R. Wilson and Col. Roche, respecting the occupation of the 
Puerto de Banos and the Puerto de Perales ; the former of which it was 
at last settled should be held by a corps to be formed under the Marques 
de la Reyna, to consist of 2 battalions from Gen. Cuesta’s army, and 2 
from Bejar ; and that the Puerto de Perales was to be taken care of by 
the Duque del Parque, by detachments from the garrison of Ciudad Ro- 
drigo. I doubted the capacity of the gaiwison of Ciudad Rodrigo to make 
the detachment to the latter, but so little as to the effectual occupation of 
the former, that in writing to Marshal Beresford on the llth July, on this 
subject) I desired him to look to the Puerto de Perales, but that I consi- 
dered Banos secure, as appears by the extract of my letter, which I enclose. 

On the 30th intelligence was received at Talavera tliat 12,000 rations 
had been ordered at Fuente Roble for the 28th, and 24,000 at Los Santos 
for the same day, for a French corps, which it was believed was on its 
march towards the Puerto de Banos. Gen. Cuesta expressed some anxiety 
respecting this post, and sent me a message, to propose that Sir R. Wilson 
should be sent there with his corps. Sir Robert was on that day at Tala- 
vera, but his corps was in the mountains towards Escalona ; and as he 
had already made himself very useful in that quarter, and had been near 
Madrid, with which city he had had a communication which I was desirous 
of keeping up, I proposed that a Spanish corps should be sent to Banos 
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witliout loss of time, I could not prevail with Gen. Cuesta, alUiough he 
certainly admitted the necessity of a reinforcement when he proposed that 
Sir R. Wilson should he sent to Baiios ; and he was equally sensible with 
myself of the benefit to bo derived to the cause from sending Sir Robert 
back to Escalona. At this time we had no further intelligence of the 
enemy's advance, than that the rations were ordered j and I had hopes 
that the enemy might bo deterred from advancing by the intelligence of 
our success on the 28th ; and that the troops in the Puerto might make 
some defence ; and that, under these circumstances, it was not desirable 
to divert Sir Robert from Escalona. 

On the 31st, however, I renewed my application to Gen, Cuesta, to 
send there a Spanish division of sufficient sti-ength, in a letter to Gen. 
O'Donoju, of which I enclose a copy, but witlmut effect ; and he did not 
detach Gen. Bassecourt till the morning of the 2d Aug., after we had 
heard that the enemy had entered Bejar j and it was obvious that the 
troops in the Puerto would make no defence. 

On the 2d, we received accounts that the enemy had entered Flasencia 
in 2 columns. The Marques de la Reyna, whose 2 battalions consisted 
only of 600 men, with only 20 rounds of ammunition each man, retired 
from the Puerto and from Plasencia, without firing a shot ; and went to 
the bridge of Almaraz, which he declared that he intended to rom ovo. The 
battalions of Bejai- dispersed without making any resistance. Gen. Cuesbi 
called upon me on that day, and proposed that half of the army should 
move to the rear to oppose the enemy, while the other half should main- 
tain the post at Talavera. My answer was, that if, by half the ainny, he 
meant half of each army, I could only answer, tlmt 1 was ready either to 
go or to stay with the whole British army, but Uiat I could not divide it. 
He then desired me to choose whether I would go or stayj and I proferrod 
to go, from thinking that the British troops wore most likely to do the busi- 
ness effectually, and without contest ; and from being of opinion, that to 
open the communication through Plasencia was more important to us than 
to the Spanish army, although very importtuit to them. With this deci- 
sion Gen. Cuesta appeared perfectly satisfied. 

The movements of the enemy in our front since the Ist had induced me 
to be of opinion that, despairing of forcing us at Talavera, they intondetl 
to force a passage by Escalona, and thus to open a communication with 
the French corps coming from Flasencia. This suspicion was confirmed 
in the night of the 2d by letters received from Sir R. Wilson, of which I 
enclose copies ; and before I quitted Talavera on tlie 3d, I waited upon 
Gen, O’Donoju, and conversed with him upon the whole of our situation, 
and pointed out to him the possibility that, in the case of the enemy coming 
thi*ough Escalona, Gen. Cuesta might find himself obliged to quit Talavera 
before I should be able to return to him ; and I urged him to collect all 
the carts that could be got, in order to remove our hospital. At his desire, 

I put the purport of this conversation in writing, and sent him a letter to 
be laid before Gen. Cuesta, of which I enclose a copy, 

The British army marched on the 3d to Oropesa, Gen. Bossccourl’s 
Spanish corps being at Centenillo ; where I desired that it might halt the 
next day, in order that I might be nearer it. About 6 o’clock in the 
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evening I heard that the French had arrived from Plasencia at Navalmoral, 
whereby they were between us and the bridge of Almaraz. About an 
hour afterwards, I received from Gen. O’Donoju the letter and its enclo- 
sures, of which I enclose copies, announcing to me the intention of Gen. 
Cuesta to march from Talavera in the evening, and to leave there my 
hospital, excepting such men as could be moved by the means he already 
had, on the grounds of his apprehension that I was not strong enough for 
the corps coming from Plasencia ; and that the enemy was moving upon 
his dank, and had returned to S‘» Olalla, in his front. 

I acknowledge that these reasons did not appear to me suiBcient for 
giving up so important a post as Talavera, for exposing the combined 
armies to an attack in front and rear at the same time, and for abandoning 
my hospital, and I wrote the letter of which I enclose a copy. This un- 
fortunately reached the General after he had marched ; and he arrived at 
Oropesa shortly after daylight on the morning of the 4th. 

The question what was to be done was then to be considered. The 
enemy, stated to be 30,000 strong, but at all events, consisting of tlie 
corps of Soult and Ney, either united, or not very distant from each otlier, 
and supposed by Joseph Buonaparte and Marshal Jourdan to be sufficiently 
strong to attack the British army stated to be 25,000 strong, were, on one 
side, in possession of the high road to the passage of the Tagus at Almaraz, 
the bridge at which place we knew had been removed, although the boats 
still necessarily remained in the river. On the other side, we had reason 
to expect the advance of Victor’s corps to Talavera, as soon as Gen. 
Cuesta’s march should be known j and after leaving 12,000 men to watch 
Venegas, and allowing from 10,000 to 11,000 killed and wounded in the 
late action, this corps would have amounted to 25,000. We could extri- 
cate ourselves from this difficult situation only by great celerity of move- 
ment (to which tire troops were unequal, as they had not had their allow- 
ance of provisions for several days), and by success in 2 battles : if we 
were unsuccessful in either, we should have been without a retreat ; and 
if Soult and Ney, avoiding an action,- had retired before us, and had waited 
the arrival of Victor, we should have been exposed to a general action 
with 50,000 men equally witliout a retreat. We had reason to expect 
that as the Marques de la Reyna could not remove the boats from the 
river at Almaraz, Soult would have destroyed tliem. Our only retreat 
therefore was by the bridge of Arzobispo ; and if we had moved on, the 
enemy, by breaking that bridge while the army should be engaged with 
Soult and Ney, would have deprived us of that only resource. We could 
not take up a position at Oropesa, as we thereby left open the road to the 
bridge of Arzobispo from Talavera by Calera; and after considering die 
whole subject maturely, I was of opinion, that it was advisable to retire to 
the bridge of Arzobispo, and to take up a defensive position upon die Tagus. 

I was induced to adopt this last opinion because the French have now at 
least 50,000 men disposable to oppose to the combined armies, and a corps 
of 12,000 to watch Venegas ; and I was likewise of opinion that the sooner 
die defensive line should be taken up, the more likely were the troops to 
be able to defend it. Accoidingly I marched on the 4th, and crossed the 
Tagus by the bridge of Arzobispo j and have continued my route to tiiis 
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)Iace, in which I am well situated to defend the passage of Alinaraz, and 
he lower parts of die Tagus. Gen. Cuesta crossed the river on the night 
if the 5tli, and he is still at the bridge of Arzobispo. 

About 2000 of the wounded have been brought away from Takvera, 
he remaining 1500 are there; and I doubt whether, under any circura- 
itances, it would have been possible or consistent with humanity to 
Lttempt to remove any more of them. From the treatment some of the 
loldiers wounded on the 27th, and who fell into the hands of the enemy, 
ixperienced from them, and from the manner in which I liavo always 
:aken care of their wounded who have fallen into my hands, I expect that 
hese men will be well treated ; and I have only to lament that a new 
loncurrence of events, over which, from circumstances, I had and could 
lave no control, should have placed the ai‘my in a situation to be obliged 
:o leave any of them behind. 

Po Vise. Casflereagh. Deleytoso, 8th Aug. 1809. 

I have hut little to add to my public dispatch of this date, which I hope 
vill justify me from all blame in the eyes of His Majesty’s ministers, 
ixcepting that of having trusted the Spanish General in any thing. We 
hould have been safe, if I could have prevailed upon him to occupy 
Banos, as it ought to have been ; and we should have avoided the dis- 
frace of the loss of the hospital, if he had sent away Gen. Bassecourt on 
he night of the 30th or on the morning of the 31st, or if he had main- 
ained his post at Takvera. As it is, 1 really believe that I have saved 
he whole of both armies, by determining to retire to Arzobispo, and 
aking up the line of the Tagus, as soon as I found the enemy at Naval- 
noral, and that Gen. Cuesta had irrevocably quitted Takvera. 

We have now in Estremadura the whole host of Marshals, Soult, Ney, 
dorticr, Kcllermann, Victor, and Sebastian!, and the King and 5000 men 
rom Suchet. Beresford writes me on the 4th from Almeida, that 34,000 
aen had gone by Banos to Flasencia, and that none but sick remained in 
Bastille. I have recommended to the Junta to set Romana, the Duque 
lei Parque, and the guerrillas to work towards Madrid. 

What will the French do, now that they have got togetlier their force .i* 
fhey will either attack the right of the Spanish army under Venegas, and 
jush forward by Cordova; or they will try another diversion, and invade 
Portugal by Costello Branco ; or they will try and force the passage of 
he Tagus at Almaraz, where alone the passage can be of any use to them, 
h any of these cases we have our retreat open ; and in case of tlie inva- 
ion of Portugal by Gastello Branco, I have ordered Beresford to move 
lis corps to the right towards Costello Branco, while 1 shall move into 
krtugal, and cross the Tagus at Abrantes, 

I beg you will do what you think best with my dispatch and its en- 
losures : eitlier publish die whole, or a part, keeping back die enclosures ; 
r let a statement be drawn up from die dispatch. At all events I request 
ou to show the whole dispatch and enclosures to my brothers Pole and 
lenry, and send a copy to the Duke of Richmond. 

I wish you to observe the statement of the French operations made by 
Iburdan to Soult; and see how accurately they were informed of all our 
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movements and' intentions. Observe particularly that Victor knew posi- 
tively on the 23d that we were to attack him on the 24th. He could have 
known this only hy intelligence from our camp, because none of the troops 
moved preparatory to the attack till after dark, when Bassecourt’s divi- 
sion moved to Cardiel; and indeed Victor began his retreat that night, 
before Bassecourt commenced his movement from Talavera; and yet it is 
pretended that the French have no intelligence in Spain. Charles will 
tell you how much we are distressed for provisions. 

To the Duke of Riclmiand. Deleytosa, 8th Aug. 1809. 

Since I wrote to you last the enemy have introduced a large corps, 
supposed to he 30,000 men, into our rear by Banos and Flasencia ; in 
consequence of which, and of a train of mismanagement by the Spaniards, 
we have been obliged to withdraw, and to take up the defensive line of 
the Tagus. I have desired Lord Caatlereagh to send you a copy of my 
dispatch and its enclosures, if he should not publish it, which will make 
you acquainted with every thing. We were in a bad scrape, from which 
I tliink I have extricated both armies; and I really believe that, if I hod 
not determined to retire at the moment I did, all retreat would have been 
cut off for both. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiets. Deleytosa, 8th Aug. 1800. 

I enclose my public and private letters to Lord Caatlereagh, which will 
apprise you of the exact situation of affairs in this quarter. All is now 
safe, and I should feel no anxiety on any subject if we had provisions : 
hut we are almost starving. 

1 enclose a memorandum which I gave to Col. Murray some days ago 
for a supply of articles to be brought from Lisbon. I shall be very much 
obliged to you if you will desire the government to arrange with the 
Commissary Gen. for the stages hy which these articles are to he carried 
hy the carts from Lisbon to Badajoz. 

ToMarquis'WellesleyjAmfasssadorattheCoaitof Spain. Deleytosa, 8th Ang. 1809. 

I have received your Excellency’s letter of the 31st, from Cadiz. I 
conclude that Mr. Frere will make your Excellency acquainted with the 
general situation of affairs in Spain. 

I have the honor to enclose a copy of my dispatch of this date to tlje 
Sec. of State, which will make you acquainted with the circumstances 
which have rendered it necessary for the armies to take up a defensive 
position behind the Tagus, I have already apprised Mr. Frere in a 
private letter of my opinion, that it would be necessary to put in motion 
the Marques de la Romana’s or the Duque del Parque’s force, or some 
other in the north of Spain, to induce the enemy to weaken his force in 
Estremadura, before the armies could resume offensive operations. In 
the mean time it is necessary that many arrangements should be adopted 
to enable the troops to take advantage of any success they may have in 
an offensive operation, or even to maintain their defensive positions. I 
shall endeavor to detail these in this dispatch, with my reasons for think- 
ing them absolutely necessary. 
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The first of these is the formation of magazines of provisions and forage, 
principally biscuit, cattle, and barley, at reasonable distances in the rear 
of the armies. 

This part of Spain is but tliinly inhabited, and but ill cultivated in 
proportion to its extent and its fertilily, and it is nearly exhausted. As 
now equipped, the armies, amounting to not less than 60,000 ninutlis, and 
16,000 to 18,000 hoi’ses, depend entirely for their daily supply of provisions 
upon the country, which does not contain a population in' an extent of 
many square miles equal to the numbers of tlie army, and of coiii'so can- 
not produce a sufficiency for its subsistence. It is necessary, therefore, to 
send to great distances for supplies, which are procured with difficulty; 
consequently, the troops are ill fed, and not regularly ; and very frequently 
receive no food at all. 

The next arrangement to be made is, to supply the armies with means 
of transport, not only to move forward the magazines when that may he 
necessary, which means should he specially attached to the magazines ; 
but also means of transpoi’t to enable the army to communicate with tlie 
magazines, or to send to any part of the country for supplies of provisions 
or forage. 3000 or 4000 mules would effectually answer the first object ; 
and I should consider the British army well supplied with what it would 
require, if it had 1500 mules and about 100 of the Valoncian or Cata- 
lonian mule carta. 

These measures are equally noccssaryfor the Spanish and the British 
armies. No troops can serve to any good purpose unless they arc 
regularly fed ; and it is an error to suppose that a Spaniard, or a man or 
animal of any country, can make an exertion without food. In fact, the 
Spanish troops are more clamorous for their food, and more bxliausted if 
they do not receive it regularly, than our own are. 

The other points to which I shall draw your attention are referrible to 
the state of the Spanish troops. My opinion is, that an exertion ought 
to be made immediately to clothe them in the national uniform. By tlie 
adoption of this measure, the practice which prevails, I am sorry to say, 
very generally, of throwing away ilieir arms and accoutrements and run- 
ning away, and pretending to be peasants, would be discontinued. Large 
bodies could not change their clothing or the distinctive marks of dress 
in a soldier; and it is probable that, as they would not only find no 
security, but rather increase their danger, by throwing away their arms 
and accoutrements in their flight, the State would not so frequently sus- 
tain the loss of those valuable articles. 

Another advantage which would result from the more general use of 
the national uniform is, that it would be in the power of the General to 
punish the troops who misbehave before the enemy, in the manner most 
likely to affect the feelings of Spaniai-ds, viz., by disgrace. When a 
number of peasants are collected together with arms in their hands, and 
in the garb of peasants, it is difficult to fix a mark upon those corps or 
individuals who have behaved ill, which shall point them out os objects 
01 execration to Uie whole community : and yet it is acknowledged that » 
pumshment of fliis description would have ten times the effect of that 
which was lately carried into execution in the Spanish tinny on account 



SPAIN. 


403 


of the misbehavior of some corps in the battle of Talavera, viz., the put- 
ting to death every tenth man, of the number who ran away, and a third 
or fourth of the officers ! If the whole army wore the national uniform, 
it would be possible to disgrace those who should misbehave, either by 
depriving them of it, or by affixing some mark to it, which would tend 
more effectually than any thing else to prevent a repetition of these mis- 
fortunes. It is difficult to describe to your Lordship the extent to which 
this practice prevails. Whole corps, officers and men, all run off upon 
the first appearance of danger ; and I doubt not, if the truth could be 
ascertained, that the army of Gen. Cuesta, which crossed the Tagus 
36,000 or 38,000 strong, does not now consist of 30,000, although it has 
not lost .500 men in action witli the enemy. 

The plan of operation which I should recommend for the Spanish nation 
is one generally of defence. They should avoid general actions, but 
should take advantage of the strong points in their country to defend 
themselves and to harass the enemy. Their principal army should be 
collected on tiie Tagus, if they can hold that river; or farther back if they 
cannot : and wherever they can form a body of troops, or the guerrillas 
of the country can bo put in motion, they should be employed upon the 
enemy’s communications, and should be pushed on even to Madrid. 

To Marijuis Wellesley. Deleylosa, Stli Aug. 1800. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter, dated 3d inst., 
from Mr. Frere. I shall be very much obliged to your Lordship if you 
will urge Don M. de Garay to adhere to the rule laid down for the 
government of my communications with the Spanish ministers by His 
Majesty’s commands ; and on all future occasions to make known to me 
the wishes of the Spanish government through the English Ambassador. 
I am aware that it is difficult, if not impossible, to drive the Spaniards 
from a false assertion, or a sophistical or bad argument ; and I consider it 
but of little importance what remains in their own archives, if what they 
write is confined to them. But as those who have the honor of serving 
His Majesty are liable to misrepresentations and unfounded calumnies of 
every description, I am desirous of avoiding to give those who circulate 
these calumnies respecting my actions those grounds for them, which they 
would find in Don M. de Garay’s dispatches to me, by requiring that he 
should adhere to the rule which His Majesty has laid down for my 
government. 

I am happy to find that the Junta have taken measures to supply the 
armies. Your Lordship will receive my sentiments, upon the permanent 
arrangements to be adopted for this purpose, by the courier who will 
deliver this letter. In the mean time I must inform your Excellency, 
that if the government have not already made great exertions to supply 
us, and if we do not experience the immediate effects of these exertions, 
by receiving a plentiful supply of provisions and forage, we must move 
away in as many detachments as there are roads from hence to the fron- 
tiers of Portugal. I assure your Excellency, that, since the 3d, the army 
has had no bread till yesterday, when about 4000 lbs. of biscuit were 
divided among 30,000 mouths. The army will be useless in Spain, and 
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will be entirely lost, if this treatment is to continue; and I must say, that 
if any efiScient measures for our relief had been adopted by the govern- 
ment when they first received the accounts of our distresses from the 
want of provisions, we ought before now to have received the benefit of 
them. There is this day again no bread for the soldiers. I must, at die 
same time, do the late British minister the justice to declare that I do not 
conceive that this deficiency of supplies for the army is at all to bo attri- 
buted to any neglect or omission on his part. It is to be attributed to 
the poverty and exhausted state of the country ; to the inactivity of the 
magistrates and people ; to their disinclination to take any trouble, ex- 
cepting that of packing up their property and running away when they 
hear of the approach of a French patrole ; and to their habits of insub- 
ordination and disobedience of, and to the want of power in, the govern- 
ment and their officers. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Deleytosa, 8th Aug, 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have received from Don 
M. de Garay, conveying to me the. approbation of tho .Junta of the con- 
duct of the British troops in tho actions of tlie 27th and 2Sth July, and 
the information that the Junta had been pleased to appoint me a Captain 
General of the Spanish army. 

I conceive that 1 cannot with propriety accept this commission without 
the consent of His Majesty, and I have accordingly written a letter to 
Don M. de Garay, by which I have made the acceptance of tho com- 
mission conditional upon His Majesty’s pleasure. This, however, may be 
considered offensive to the Junta, or your Excellency may have reasons 
unknown to me, which might induce you to wish that I should not decline 
the acceptance till His Majesty’s pleasure should be known, although 
it is necessary that the offer should bo considered as referrible to His 
Majesty. I have therefore written a second letter ; and I beg your Ex- 
cellency to decide which of thorn you will send to Don M. de Garay. 
I likewise enclose a third letter to Don M. de Garay, in which I have 
accepted the horses presented to me by the Junta in the name of King 
Ferdinand YII., but have declined to accept the pay of a Captain General. 
I shall be obliged to your Excellency if you will send this letter also to 
Don M. de Garay. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Deleytosa, Sth Ang. 1809. 

The public dispatches which I transmit with this letter will give you 
a full and faithful picture of the state of affairs here. You have under- 
taken on Herculean task ; and God knows that the chances of success are 
infinitely against you, particularly since the unfortunate turn which affairs 
have taken in Austria. 

I wisli I could see you, or could send somebody to you ; but wo are in 
such a situation that I cannot go to you myself, and I cannot spare tho 
only one or two people, to converse with whom would bo of any use to 
you. I think, therefore, that the best thing you can do is to send some- 
body to me as soon as you can ; that is to say, if I remain in Spain, which 
1 declare I believe to he almost impossible, notwitlistanding Hint I see.all 
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the consequences of withdrawing. But a starving army is actually worse 
than none. The soldiers lose their discipline and their spirit. They 
plunder even in the presence of their officers. The officers are discon- 
tented, and are almost as bad as tlie men and with the army which a 
fortnight ago beat double their numbers, I should now hesitate to meet a 
French corps of half their strength. Send somebody, however, hy the 
road of Merida and Truxillo, at both of which places he must hear of me. 

Au General en Chef de I’arm^e Fran^aiee. Oeleytosa, 9 Aodt, 1809. 

Le sort de la guerre a mis dans vos mains un nombre d’officiers et de 
soldats Anglais qui sont blessds. Ils sont braves, et ils mdritent les atten- 
tions et les soins de tons ceux qui estiment la bravoure. J’ai I’honneur 
de vous les recommander ; et je vous prie encore de me permettre d’en- 
voyer h. Talavera, pour en avoir soin, des officiers qui ne seront pas censds 
dtre prisonniers, et auxquels il sera permis de retourner quand les officiers 
et soldats blessds seront un peu retablis. Je vous prie aussi de me per- 
mettre d’envoycr aux officiers blessds des petites sommes d’argent, qui 
leur seront sdrement necessaires. 

Je vous fais des reclamations au nom de I’humanitd ; et j’ai encore des 
droits a les faire, ayant toujours bien soignd les soldats IVan^ais que le 
sort de la guerre a mis dans mes mains, et m6me fourni de I’argent aux 
officiers. 

An General Kellennann. ’ Deleytosa, 9 Aoflt, 1809. 

Le sort de la guerre a mis dans les mains du Commandant en Chef de 
I’arrade Franejaise des officiers et des soldats blesses de I’armde Anglaise 
dans la bataille qui s’est donnde derni^rement h Talavera. J’dcris au 
Commandant en Chef de I’armde Fran^aise, pour lui recommander ces 


G. O. Deleytosa, Sth Aug. IBO!). 

1. As the troops composing the army in Spain liave not received their rations regularly 
since the 22d July, it is not just that the full jrrice of the ration should be stopped from tlie 
soldier's pay ; from the 23d July, therefore, the stoppage from the soldier's pay, on account 
of his rations, is to be only 3d., until the supplies are such as it will be possible to make 
regular deliveries of provisions. The Commander of the Forces will hereafter give notice 
of the period at whicli the full price of the latioiis is to be charged to the men : this order 
is applicnhlc to the troops composing Gen. R. Craufurd's brigade, only A’om the 3Dth July 
iircmsive, and to the trumis of Horse Artillery only from lire 3d Aug. 

2. The Commander of the Forces desires that die roll may he called in camp every two 
houis, and the ollicers commanding divisioiu will give directioru what proportion of officers 
are to attend. 

3. The soldiers themselves render the difficulties of the moment greater than tliey would 
otherwise be by their irregularity, as they seize and plunder the mules coming in with pro- 
visions, by which the good and regular soldiers of the army ore deprived of their just share 
of tlrem. 

4. The Provost Mai'shal will ascertain by what roads provisions ore coming in ; he will 
take care that his assistants patrole those roads constantly, and any man caught in the act 
of plundering provisions coming to the army is to be punished on the spot, as such a heinous 
oQ'encc deserves. 

5. Soldiers must not quit their lines unless dressed with their side-arms, excepting when 
on fatigue ; all soldiers on fatigue must be under the command of an officer or non-com- 
missioned officer. 

6. The practice of tak'uig roots and vegetables without paying for them most be entirely 
disconlinued ; if roots or vegetables are roquiied, thev must he taken by regular parties 
formed under the command of an officer, who must take care and is responsible the owner 
of the ground is paid for what is taken. 
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soldats, et pour le prier de me permettre d’envoyer ii Talavera pour en 
avoir soin des oiEciers, qui ne seront paa consiSa 6tre priaonniers do 
guerre j et auxquela il sera permia do a’en retourner ii I’armde quand lea 
blesstis seroiit retablia. .Te le prie aussi do me permettre d’onvoyor dca 
petitea aorames d’argent aux ofliciera. 

Ayant I’honneur de voua connaitre, j’ose rdclamer vos bona oilicos au- 
prfea du Commandant en Chef de I’armde Fran(;nise, et vous recomniandor 
mea blesse'a. Si c’est le Mardchal Soult qui comniande, il me doit tous 
lea soina qu’il peut donner 6, cea bravea soldata, car j’ai saiivd lea aiena, 
quo le aort de la guerre a mia dana mea maina, dea fureura de la populace 
Portugaiac, et lea ai bien soignda. D’ailleura comme lea deux nations 
sent toujours en guerre, nous nous dovons rdcriproqueraent cos aoins que 
je rtiolame pour mes blesads, et que j’ai doniida toujours h ceux que le 
sort a mis dans mes mains. 

To Major Geii. O’Donoju. Delcytosa, Olh Aug. 1809. 

I am desii'ous of sending Lieut. Col. Waters, who will deliver this 
letter to you, with a flag of truce to the head quarters of the French 
army, with letters to the Commander in Chief, respecting the English 
wounded left at Talavera, I shall be very much obliged to you if you 
will apply to Gen. Cuesta, that he may he permitted to pass the Spanish 
outposts and return again. Col. Waters will show you the letters with 
which he is chai'ged. 

To Major Gen. O’Bonoju. Dcleyfosa, 9th Aug. 1800. 

I have heard that the Spanish head quarters were yesterday at Peraledu 
de Garbinj that the enemy’s cavalry passed the river by the ford of 
Azutan, but that Gen. Bassecourt still held possession of the bridge of 
Arzobispo : and that the Spanish head quarters were to be moved last 
night to Mesa de Ibor, 

I shall bo very much obliged to you if you will make mo acquainted 
with Gen. Cuesta’s movements, his present situation, and his future inten- 
tions. As it is impossible for us just at present to make use of the bridge 
of boats at Almaiuz, I have desired Gen. Graufurd to take the boats out 
of the water, and to remove them to a place where they will he protected 
from the effects of the enemy’s fire. The bridge over the little stream is 
left standing, as Gen. Craufurd found the water so shallow, that it was a 
matter of indifference whether the bridge was there or not. The pontoon 
carriages are at the river side, and it would probably he desirable that the 
mules should be sent there also, in order to move them wit]} greater facility, 
if necessary, for the defence of the passage at Almaraz. 

In respect to the bridge of Arzobispo, the only view in which I think it 
would be advisable to destroy it is, that you might i)rovent the enemy from 
bringing his artillei'y against your posts at Mesa deibnr, atidinthcinouu- 
tains, which I conclude you will continue to hold. But upon this point 
the first question is, whetlier the enemy can bring artillery from tl)e bridge 
of Talavera, along the left hank to Arzobispo ? tho next, whether they 
can bring artillery across the ford at Azutan, or any other ford above 
Arzobispo P If they can, it is hardly worth while to dcsti-oy the bridge 
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of Arzolbispo ? If they cannot, it is an object of importance to the de- 
fence of your posts in the mountains that it should be destroyed. 

It is very clear to me that there is no difficulty in moving artillery of 
any dimensions from Arzobispo to the Ibor ; and that being the case, the 
destruction of the bridge would depend upon the possibility of moving 
the artillery on the left bank to Arzobispo. If you should be obliged to 
withdraw j'our posts from Arzobispo, 1 conclude that you will take care 
of your right flank, towards the Puerto de San Vicente. 

1?.S. Gen. Beresford, who is in the Puerto de Perales, informs me tliat 
the Duque del Parque occupies the Puerto de Banos. The enemy have 
no troops in Castille, and have passed 34,000 men from thence through 
the Puerto de Banos. All were through by the 3d inst. ; Soult, Ney, 
Mortier, and Kellermann command these corps ; some of them returned 
yesterday to Plasencia. 

To Moi'quia Wellesley. Oeleytosa, 0th Aug. 1809. 

I have not received any communication from Gen. Cuesta since the 
morning of the 6th (when at Peraleda de Garbin I saw Gen. O’Donoju), 
until I received this morning from Lieut. Col. Roche a letter, of which the 
enclosed is a copy. I did not even know that Gen. Cuesta had moved his 
head quarters from the bridge of Arzobispo, much less that any disaster 
had happened to his troops, even to the limited extent stated by Lieut Col. 
Roche. About 3 o’clock this day, however, the Duque de Alburquerque 
arrived here and informed me, that the French cavalry had surprised the 
Spanish outposts at the bridge of Arzobispo, by crossing the river at a ford 
immediately above the bridge, at half past one ; that the Spanish troops 
had given way, and tiiat the French had possession of tlie bridge, of the 
cannon destined to its defence, and of 5 pieces belonging to the Duque’s 
division which were left behind. 

The Duque de Alburquerque states his belief that the French were in 
Peraleda de Garbin this morning, where your Excellency will have ob- 
served that Gen. Cuesta’s head quarters were yesterday afternoon. Gen. 
Cuesta has since sent me a message by one of his aides de camp and Col, 
Roche, from whom I understand that the General had not, to the moment 
of their departure from Mesa de Ihor at 10 o’clock in the morning, brought 
any of his artillery or of his carriages across the Ibor. 

On this side diat river there is a high mountain, up which it is impos- 
sible to draw artillery, excepting by the assistance of men; and it is 
obvious that, unless the General has saved Peraleda de Garbin, and the 
positions between the Ibor and that village, the Spaniards must lose their 
artillery, although they may hold the position of the Mesa de Ibor, I 
enclose to your Lordship the copy of a letter which I wrote to Gen. 
O’Donoju on the 'Ith, and of anotlier which I have just dispatched to him ; 
but I acknowledge that I am apprehensive that the Spanish army will lose, 
or rather has los^ its artillery before this time. I can do nothing to assist 
them ; and, indeed, in any case, it would have been impossible for me to 
do any thing for their assistance, excepting by persuading Gen. Cuesta to 
adopt early measures to jiass bis heavy artillery over the Ibor. 
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To Brig, Gciii II. Craiifurd, Dcicytosa, Otii Aug. 1809. 

I have just received your letter, and conceive that you have done quite 
right in not destroying the little bridge. I have written to Gon. Cuesta 
respecting mules to draw the pontoon carriages. I have not yet been able 
to send yon guns, as our horses wore so much fatigued by tho passage of 
the defiles. I hope I shall be able to send you some this evening. 

I find that the Spanish head quarters were yesterday at Peraledn de 
Garbin, and I think it probable that they may have moved last night to 
Mesa de Ibor. 

The French cavalry had crossed yesterday at a ford at Asiutan, above 
Arzobispo ; but the Spanish division under Bassccourt still held the bridge. 
I intended going to see you this morning, hut I do not like to be out of 
the way till the Spanish army is landed somewhere. 

To Brig. Gen. H. Ctaufnrd. Deleytom, Otli Aug, 1809. 

The Spanish advanced guard was suiqirised yesterday at the bridge of 
Arzobispo, in the middle of the day, and gave way, leaving in the enemy’s 
hands the cannon for the defence of the bridge, and 5 pieces belonging to 
the Duque de Alburquerquo’s division. Cnesta’s head quarters were then 
at Peraleda de Garbin, and he moved tliem last night to Mesa de Ibor. 
He has now his advanced guard on the high ground on the right bank of 
the Ibor, the main body on the left bank, and the enemy have not this day 
pressed the advanced guard. The artillery and carriages of the Spanish 
army were still at 4 this morning in the low ground on tho Ibor ; ami it is 
not improbable that if the enemy should attack and drive in tho advanced 
guard, they will take the whole of it. In this case 1 am convinced that 
tlie Spanish army will disband. If they would make any exertion to got 
their artillery out of the Ibor this night, they ought to he able to dofend 
themselves on the Mesa do Ibor, and possibly will do so. If, however, I 
should find that they retire from that strong post, either by being beaten 
from it, or from any other cause, it will be very obvious to the whole world 
that they cannot fight for themselves. My intention is, in that case, to 
collect the British array at Jaraicejo ; to send you orders to fall back upon 
that place ; and then to march the whole to Truxillo, and thence by the 
high road to Badajoz and Elvas. 

I think it will he desirable for yon to have an eye upon the road by 
which you marched from Mesa de Ibor to Romangordo ; as, should tlie 
enemy coiTy the Mesa de Ibor, it is not impossible tliat tlmy might push 
something that way, which would lie very awkwardly upon your flank os 
you would draw out of the Puerto. 

I have desired the Spaniards to occupy Val de Casas, as part of their 
position at Mesa de Ibor, but I hardly expect tliey will. The guns will 
go to you in the morning. 


The A.G, to Cal, Maciinnon, 0tli Aiig. 1899. 

I nm directed by the Commander of the Forces to tluairo that you will jn'occi'd 
to move the 1st division of sick and wounded to-morrow, agrueable to route, wliicb 
you will receive from the Q. M. O. ; sncli carts and cars ns you luivu in your 
possession must carry as many of the bad cases as they aiibrd coiivcynuce for ; the 
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remainder must remain until further conveyance arrives, and is sent to the con' 
vent, which, it is hoped, ^Yill be procured in the course of to-morrow. You will 
move os large a proportion of the slight cases as you can with the 1 st division, 1 1 is 
the Commander of the Forces' direction, that no commissaries’ mules are to go with 
the sick and wounded, as they are imperiously wanted for other services. Should 
any be at tlie convent, they are to return to the Commissary Gen. at Deleytosa. 

You will please to inform me of the number of men you march with the 1st 
division, as also the number that remain with the 2d, and under whose command. 

To Don Gregorio Cuesta. Mesa de Ibor, noon, lOtb Aug. 1809. 

Having been down to the Ibor, I observed, that although the whole of 
the artillery, and the carriages of your Excellency’s army, have crossed 
the river, they are not yet brought up the hill. Your Excellency will 
find the mules and horses quite incapable of drawing them up ; and that 
to attempt it by their means will destroy them. 1 should therefore re- 
commend to your Excellency to employ working parties of 300 or 400 
men each, of the troops, who would complete the work in a few hours. 
It will also be necessai'y that your Excellency should send a battalion to 
the river at the bottom of the hill at Campillos, as there is on that hill, 
near the river, a turn in the road, at which all the guns must be unlim- 
hered; and they can be drawn past that turn by hand only by the troops. 

I mention these circumstances, as, having passed through the defiles with 
the British artillery, I am acquainted with the mode in which the passages 
of your Excellency’s carriages will be facilitated. 

1 conclude that your Excellency will occupy the right of the Ibor in 
strength, till your artillery shall have passed through the defiles ; after- 
wards, I should conceive that one division of infantry, with the advanced 
guard at Mesa de Ibor, one division at Campillos, one division at Fresne- 
doso, and the main body with the cavalry at Deleytosa, would secure the 
right flank of the combined armies. By repairing the road from Deley- 
tosa to the river at the bottom of the hill of Campillos, before referred 
to, and particularly by an alteration of the turn near the river, artillery 
may he employed in the defence of all these posts, with the certainty of 
being able to withdraw it, while the enemy can employ none in the attack. 

I propose to move the head quarters of the British army to-morrow 
morning to Jaraicejo, in order to make room for the cavalry of your 
Excellency’s army which has come through the defiles. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Deleytosa, 10th Aug, 1809, 6 p.m. 

I have been this day to Gen. Cuesta’s head quarters, at the Mesa de 
Ibor. Ihe whole of his artillery and wheel carriages had crossed the 
Ibor 1 and about one half of the whole appeared to me to have been 
brought up the mountain on this side of the Ibor at 12 o’clock. 

The enemy’s light troops were in Peraleda do Garhin, those of Gen. 
Cuesta at Bohonal. The enemy has made no movement since yesterday 
morning. The General complained of his distress for provisions, which, 
indeed, is equally felt by all the troops. The horses of the British cavalry 
and artillery sufl'er much from the want of haidey. We have lost many 
hundreds of the former, and above 200 of the latter, by the use of other 
grains, not having been able to procure barley (the only wholesome food for 
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horses in this country) for the horses of the British cavalry and artillery, 
notwitlistanding that the Spanish cavalry have been plentifully supplied. 

I have also to mention to your Excellency, in order to point out tlie 
description of assistance which is given to us in this country, that having 
applied for a remount of cavalry of only 100 mares, (which cannot be 
used by the Spanish cavalry, as they ride stallions,) I have not got one, or 
even an answer from the govenimenl on the subject ; and liaving asked 
Gen. Cuesta, after the battle of Talavera, to assist me with 90 mules, to 
draw the British artillery, in lieu of those lost in the action, he refused 
to give me any, notwithstanding that there were hundreds in his army 
employed in drawing carts containing nothing. The consequence is, 
that I shall now be obliged to send back to Portugal one, if not two, 
brigades of artillery drawn by bullocks, if I should be able to procure 
these animals ; if I should not, I must destroy them. 

P. S. In stating to your Excellency tlie wants of this army of draught 
for the artillery, and the moans adopted to supply it, I bog to observe 
that I have endeavored to purchase both horses and mules i but I cannot 
procure them in sufficient numbers. I also wish to draw your Excel- 
lency’s notice to the fact, that Gen. Cuesta has within these two days lost 
1 1, and, if I am rightly informed, 20 pieces of artillery, the mules and 
horses attached to which were not lost, for the Duquo de Alburqucrquc 
offered to make over to me the mules attadied to 5 pieces which ho had 
lost i but Gen, Cuesta has taken them. 

To Lieut. Gon. Payne. Jumici’jo, lUli Aii|{. IRIIO. 

I have just heard so melancholy a report of the state of the squadron 
which has been with Gen. R. Craufurd, on the Tagus, that I request you 
to relieve the squadron there every day, and to send with them a day’s 
forage. You should recollect the artillery horses in your distrihutions of 
forage. If they are starved, wo shall be knocked up more effectually 
than if the horses of the cavalry were so. Pray let them have n portion 
of your barley. 

To Brig. Gen. B. Cmufaiil. Jiiraiceju, lllli Aug. 180S). 

I have moved my head quarters to this place. The infantry of the 
army are in the wood behind it. The Spanish army, to which 1 paid a 
visit yesterday, were at Mesa de Ibor. All their guns and carriages wore 
on this side of the Ibor, and about half of them up the first hill from the 
river. The Erench troops had not passed Peraleda. The Spanish light 
troops were at Bohonal. 

I have written to Gen. Payne, to desire that he would relieve the 
squadron with you every day ; and I shall desire the Commanding officer 
of artillery to do the same by the horses of the artillery, 'riicy shall take 
forage with them for the day they will stay with you. 

Wo have reports here of oolumns of the enemy’s troojis marcliiiig 
towards Plasencia. Have you seen any thing of tho kind ? 

_ Inrnici'ju, mil Aug. ISUti. 

The Bimy are desired to altend piirticiiliirly to the ordiirs relutivo to llie watering their 
horses, until two hoinrs before or after feeding. 
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To Don Gregorio Cuesta. Deleytosa, lltli Aug. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the lOth 
inst., and I am concerned that you should conceive that you have any 
reason to complain of the conduct of the British troops ; but when troops 
are starving, which those under my command have been, as I have re- 
peatedly told your Excellency since I joined you on the 22d of last month, 
and particularly had no bread whatever from the 3d to the 8tli inst., it is 
not astonishing that they should go to the villages, and even to the moun- 
tains, and look for food where they think they can get it. The complaints 
of the inhabitants, however, should not have been confined to the conduct 
of the British troops : in this very village I have seen the Spanish sol- 
diers, who ought to have been elsewhere, take the doors off the houses 
which were locked up, in order that they might plunder the houses, and 
they afterwards burnt the doors. I absolutely and positively deny the 
assertion, that any thing going to the Spanish army has been stopped by 
the British troops or Commissaries. 

On the 1th, when the British troops were starving in the hills, I met a 
convoy of 350 mules, loaded with proidsions for the Spanish army. I 
would not allow one of them to he touched, and they all passed on. 
Gen. Sherbrooke, on the following day, the 8th, gave a written order to 
another convoy, addressed to all British officers, to allow them to pass 
through the army unmolested. Yesterday I met on the road, and passed, 
not less than 500 mules loaded with pi-oviaions for the Spanish army ; 
and no later than yesterday evening. Major Campbell, my aide do camp, 
gave an order to another large convoy, addressed to all British officers 
and soldiers, not to impede its progress., I also declare to your Excel- 
lency moat positively, on the honor of a gentleman, that the British army 
has received no provisions since it has been at Deleytosa, excepting some 
sent from Truxillo, by Seiior L. de Torres ; and I call upon the gentleman, 
who has informed his friend that biscuit addressed to the Spanish army 
has been taken by my Commissaries, to prove the truth of his assertion. 

But this letter from your Excellency brings the question respecting 
provisions to a fair issue. I call upon your Excellency to state distinctly, 
whether it is understood by you that the Spanish army are to have not only 
all the provisions the country can afford, but all those which are sent from 
Seville, I believe, as much for the service of the one army as of the other. 

I heg you to let me know in reply to this letter, whether any magazines 
of provisions have been formed, and from whence the British troops are 
to draw their provisions. 

I hope that I shall receive satisfactory answers to these two questions 
to-morrow morning. If I should not, I heg that your Excellency will he 
prepared to occupy the post opposite Almaraz, as it will be impossible for 
me to remain any longer in a country in which no arrangement has 
been made for the supply of provisions for the troops ; and in which it is 
understood that all the provisions which are either found in the country, 
or are sent from Seville, as I have been informed, for the use of the 
British army, are to be applied solely and exclusively to the use of the 
Spanish troops. 

In regard to the assertion in your Excellency’s letter that lire British 
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troops sell their bread to the Spanish soldiers, it is beneath the dignity of 
your Excellency’s situation and character to notice such things, or for me 
to reply to them. I must observe, however, that the British troops could 
not sell that which they had not, and that the reverse of the statement of 
your Excellency upon this subject is the fact, at the time the armies were at 
Talavera; as I have myself witnessed frequently in the streets of that town. 

P.S. I send Col. O’Lawlor with this letter, who knows the truth of the 
facts stated in it respecting tlie convoys which have been forwarded, and 
respecting the supplies received here from Truxillo. 

To Don Ghregorio Cuesta. Deleytosa, lltli Aug. ISOO, 8^ a.u. 

I have the honor to inform your Excellency, from the reports which I 
have received from my post on the Tagus opposite Almaraz, that within 
these two days the river has fallen from 1 8 inches to 2 feet, and that it is now 
fordable in two places above that where the bridge of pontoons was fixed. 

To Don Gregorio Cuesfa. Joraicejo, lUli Aug. 1800. 

I have to inform your Excellency that as Mr. Commissary Richardson 
was coming from Truxillo, with bread and barley for the British army, he 
was pursued by a body of Spanish cavnli-y, which contrived to gut from 
him all the barley. Ho secured the bread, asmall part of which, however, 
the Spanish cavalry forced him to give up, but for which ho made the 
non-commissioned officer sign tho receipt which I enclose. Unless it 
should be understood by your Excellency tlmt all the broad baked in tho 
country, and all that is sent from Seville, and all the barley, are to bo 
appropriated exclusively to the use of the Spanish troops, I shoulil hope 
you will take measures to punish this act of outrage, and prevent its re- 
currence in future. 

To Don Gregorio Cuesta. Jaraicejo, 11th Aug. 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency a letter which I liave 
just received from tho Junta at Plasencia, which is now stationed at Tala- 
van, stating tliat the enemy have returned towards Plasencia. 

I have sent to our outposts to ascertain tlie fact. The enclosed letter 
having been addressed to me, as well as to your Excellency, I have taken 
the liberty of opening it. 


Memorandum. 

Plan of 0|)eratian9 to be adopted in case the Enemy's columns now nii their nnarnh 
toryards Plasencia, should enter Portugal, sent to Mr. Villirrs, Marshal Derasforil, uinl 
Brig. Geii. . Jaraicejo, 12tli Aug. IROit. 

1. Afarshal Beresford’s corps is already ordered ti) fall back upon Gas- 
tello Branco when necessary, where, or on Uie road to which ])lace, he 
will probably find the British brigade under the command of Major Gen. 
Lightburne, The Marshal will naturally take the road from Castcllo 
Branco by Sohreira Formosa, throwing a small corps by tlio road of Per- 
digiio ; the enemy probably will take the road by Fundao and by tho to])a 
of the lulls, which comes into the othur rowl at Cardigos. Tlio Marshal 
will in this case have an opportunity of delaying the enemy at tho ravine 
at Cardigos. 



SPAIN. 


413 


2. From Cardigos lihey may move direct upon Abrantes, or they may 
move by Villa de Rey, and across the Zezere upon Thoraar. Here, there- 
fore, we must have a fresh combination for our defence. 

3. Brig. Gen. has been ordered to halt at Abrantes, if his orders 

should find him there ; at Niza, if they should find him south of the 
Tagus ; or at Gastello Branco, if north of the Tagus. He should be or- 
dered to proceed to Abrantes, wherever he may be ; if at Gastello Branco, 
he should proceed by Villa Velha, and should destroy the flying bridge 
and all the boats at that place. This, however, must be done in commu- 
nication with Marshal Beresford. 

4. From Ahrantes he should proceed to S. Domingo, and defend the 
passage of the Cades, in case the enemy should take the direct road to 
Abrantes from Cardigos, instead of that by Villa de Key towards Thomar. 

5. Marshal Beresford will in this case go to Villa de Rey, and defend 
the passage of the Zezere. 

6. If Gen. should find himself obliged to retire, he will throw 

himself into Abrantes, which place he will maintain at all events as long 
as possible ; and with this view he will give immediate directions, and 
will take measures that a large quantity of provisions should be brought 
up the hill into the town. 

7. It is possible that at tliis season of the year the Tagus may be ford- 

able at Villa Velha, and the enemy, instead of turning to his right and 
taking the road by the hills, called the Marquez d’Alonia's, may turn to 
his left, and cross the Tagus at Villa Velha. In that case. Marshal Beres- 
ford and Gen. will join their corps at Abrantes as soon ns possible. 

They will take up the bridge at Abrantes, keeping the boats and the 
materials under the hill below the town. 

8. It is to be observed, that the object of all these operations is only to 
gain a few days of time to enable the British army to return from Spanish 
Estremadura. Every day’s delay would therefore he of importance. 

9. It would be very desirable that Marshal Beresford should reinforce 

Brig. Gen, with a brigade of artillery, and a squadron of dragoons 

for patroles. 


To Marshal Beresford. Joraicejo, 13th Aug. 1809. 

I have put in the form of a memorandum nearly what I stated to 

Hardinge yesterday, of which I send you one copy, and another to : 

of course you will make such alterations in this plan as may appear to you 
most expedient upon a view of the situation of affairs upon the spotj un- 
derstanding always that I wish that Gen. should join me at Abrantes, 

if the enemy should operate upon the north of the Tagus ; and that I wish 
you and to be ready to throw yourselves upon his back, while I shall at- 

tack him in front, if he should cross at Villa Velha, and remain in Alentejo. 

I have not yet heard tlrat they have passed Flasencia ; as soon as I do I 


A. Gl. O. Jarnicejo, ISth Aug. ISOS. 

Commanding officers of regiments are to report immediately to the Adj. G-en. the n.ames 
of oil officers who have absented themselves, without leave, since the 25th of last month, in 
order that their names may be published in the Orders of tlie Army, and that they may be 
ordered to the army in arrest. 
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shall move, and shall not halt till I shall reach Abrantes. I understand 
that the 3 divisions which had passed to Plasencia are not strong, and I 
think are composed of the troops of Soult and Ney’s corps. Mortier is 
certainly still at Arzobispo. 

Meinorandum for the Commissiiry Qcn. Jamlcejo, ]2lh Aug*. 1809. 

1. The store at Abrantes, according to the return of it given to me 
yesterday, is much too large, particularly in biscuit and flour, and it ought 
fortliwith to be reduced to the amount of 300,000 rations of flour. 

2. This should be done by sending down, in boats to Santarem or 
Valada, in the first instance, all the overplus. 

3. Orders should be forthwith sent to Abrantes to commence upon this 
operation without loss of time, care being taken that the boat people are 
paid, to secure tlie return of the boats. 

4. Boats should likewise be sent up from Lisbon, Santarem, and Valada, 
as soon as possible, to aid in the removal of the stores ; and regular passports 
must be made to the boat people, in order to secure their regular service. 

5. After the flour and biscuit shall have been removed, the oats and 
bai-ley should be reduced to a supply of 6 days for the horses, &c., of 
the army by the same means ; and the salt meat to 1)0,000 lbs. 

Tu Don Gregorio Cucsta, Jiiriiioojo, 12tli Aug. ISOO, 

I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter which 1 received last niglit 
from Col. Waters, whom I had sent with a flag of truce on tho ])rocodiiig 
day, the lOtli. Your Excellency will observe that there arc no troojis 
nearer than the bridge of Arzobispo, tuid but few there. 

I have to inform your Excellency that I learnt last night from my posts 
upon the Tagus, that the enemy have been moving in corps of considerable 
strength for the last 3 days towards Plosoncia. I do not know that any 
troops now remain at Navalmoral or at Almaraz. 

To the Ht. Hon. J. Villiera. jamierjo, 12lli Aug. ISOO. 

Since I wrote to Lord Castlereagh, on the 8th inst., letters which 1 sent 
for your perusal, the Spaniards have been surprised at tho bridge of Arzo- 
bispo, which they lost, together with from 10 to 20 pieces of cannon. 

They have since tliat day been employed in getting their army through 
the mountains, which they have not yet accomplished. 

We have occupied the bridge of Almaraz, with the army, first at Dolcy- 
tosa, then at this place, in tlie rear of that point. 

Our wounded are gone to Truxillo, and I propose to move them from 
thence to Elvas, where I shall establish the hospital. 

The French have been moving since the 9th towards Plasencia. They 
have gone in three divisions, none of them of groat strength, the first only 
about 4000 men. I have not yet received intelligence whether they have 
passed Plasencia, and I can therefore form no decided opinion respecting 
their intentions. I think, however, that if they meditated a serious attack 
upon Portugal, they would not have moved olT by daylight in sight of our 
troops j and I therefore suspect that these movnmonts lu'e intended only ns 
a feint to induce us to separate from tho Spaniards, to secure that kingdom. 
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In case, however, the intention to invade Portugal should he serious, I 
have drawn up a memorandum of the plan of defence to bo adopted, of 
which I enclose you a copy. I have sent a copy to Marshal Beresford, 

and anotlier to Gen. , through Gen. Leite, by this messenger; 

but it is desirable that you should also send them copies of this paper, by 
a trusty person, witliout loss of time. I shall know this night whether 
the enemy have passed Plasencia ; if they shall have done so, I shall march 
to-morrow, and I shall not halt until I reach Abrantes. I trust, therefore, 
that the government will be under no alarm for the safety of Portugal. 

Our Commissary has collected at Abrantes an unreasonable quantity of 
provisions and stores. I have given him directions to reduce the maga- 
zines there to a reasonable extent, by sending down the overplus by water. 
I shall be obliged to you to urge the government to give him every assist- 
ance in boats of a light draught, to navigate the upper part of the river ; 
as I propose in the first instance, in order to make shorter work of it, to 
remove the overplus only as far as Santarem or Vallada, from whence we 
can get it, when I please, either up or down the river. I shall be obliged 
to you if you will read the memorandum which is sent to Mr. Dunmore 
and Mr. Murray by the messenger who will go this night. 

In case the enemy should enter Portugal, I should wish the troops at 
Lisbon to remain at that station, till they shall receive orders from Mar- 
shal Beresford or me to move ; and I do not propose to move them, at all 
events, farther than Villa Franca. 

We are starving, and are ill treated by the Spaniards in every way : but 
more of this hereafter. There is not a man in the army who does not wish 
to return to Portugal. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Jajtaicejo, 12th Aug. 1809, 8 a-M. 

I have the honor to enclose to you the copy of a letter which I received 
yesterday morning from Gen. Cuesta, and a copy of my answer. I Imvo 
not since heard from the General, but I transmitted to him yesterday after- 
noon a report which I received from Mr, Commissary Richardson, who 
v/as coming from Truxillo to the British army with bread and barley, and 
was stopped and deprived of all his barley and a small part of his bread, 
by a detachment of Spanish cavalry. 

I understand there was a firing of cannon and musketry in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Mesa de Ibor, yesterday morning about 8 o’clock. But 
I conclude that it was an affair of no consequence, and probably the 
Spanish posts firing at a French patrole, as I learn from Lieut. Col. 
Waters (whom I had sent in to the French Commander in Chief with a 
■flag of truce relating to our sick and wounded), from Val de Casas on the 
10th, that there were no French troops on this side of the bridge of Arzo- 
bispo, excepting those immediately at the bridge. 

The enemy have been in motion for the last 3 days, viz., the 9th, 10th, 
and 11th, in large columns towards Plasencia, from which movement I 
conclude that they are either jealous of the position of the Duque del 
Parque’s troops or of those of Gen. Beresford in the mountains of Banos 
and Perales ; or that they propose to invade Portugal, in order to draw me 
out of Spain. In either case it is obvious tlmt they do not intend to make 
a serious attack at present on tlie south of Spain. I shall know during 
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this day which course they have taken from Flasencia; and if they have 
moved towards the frontiers of Portugal, I must follow tliem. Indeed the 
experience of every day shows the absolute necessity that the British army 
should withdraw from this country. 

It is useless to complain, but we are certainly not treated as friends, 
much less as the only prop on which the cause in Spain can depend. But 
besides this want of good will, which can easily he traced to the temper 
and disposition of the General commanding the Spanish army, and which 
ought to be borne with patience if there was any hope of doing good, 
there is such a want of resource in the country, and so little question of 
bringing forward what is to be found, that if the army were to remain here 
much longer it would become totally useless. The daily and increasing 
loss of horses in the cavalry and the artillery, from a deficiency and badness 
of the food, is really alarming ; and the Spanish cavalry having begun to 
intercept tlie small supply of food for horses which we could procure, this 
evil must increase. 

The A.G. to Cot. 12th Anj. 1809. 

I have laid your letter and enclosure before the Commander of the Forces, who 
has perused them with attention, and has directed me to acquaint yon that ho 

really does not understand what you have to complain of in Biig. Gen. 'a 

orders. Those respecting soldiers on their march appear to his Kxoi'ilency to ho 
directed solely to carry into execution, in a most cfteulnal mimuer, the Ci.O. fre- 
quently recalled to the rocollootion of the ofllcers of the armv, hnt im))orfeotly 
executed. Under those oiroiimstaiiccs, the Commander of the I'orcus does not see 
of what you complain, and begs yon will specify more distinctly, for he caiuiot re- 
move your brigade, without the aiiialle.st reason, from Brig. Gen. — — ’s division, 

With respect to y(jnr wisli of liaving a leave of nhsenco on account of your 
heoltli, the Connnaiidcr of tiie Forcos Inis no objection to your going to tliu rear, 
provided yon send a sick certificate. 

To Don Gregoiio Cuesta. Jamicejn, IStli Aug. 1800. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 11th. 
The plan which your Excellency proposes of placing all the supplies in a 
magazine, to be formed at Truxillo, and to divide them between the two 
armies in proportion to tlie strength of each, would answer perfectly if it 
were practicable. But your Excellency must be aware that many articles 
of provisions ai-e received by your Excellency’s army which do not pass 
through Truxillo, and could not he brought tliere witliout great incon- 
venience and delay, and could never appear in the accounts of the maga- 
zines ; and that other supplies could easily be turned off from Truxillo 
without my having any knowledge of the fact. 

The British army receive no provisions of which Sr. Lozano de Torres 
has not a knowledge ; and your Excellency has it in your power to give 
him such orders as you may think proper, both as to the formation of tlie 
magazine, and the share which the British troops shall have of it. 

When the British army entered Spain I had reason to expect, and I ex- 
pected, tliat a great effort would be made to afford us subsistimcn, at least 
for payment, and those moans of transport, and othor aids, without which 
your Excellency is well aware no army can keep the field. Your Excel- 
lency also knows how those expectations have been fulfilled. Since I 
joined your army the troops have not received, upon an average, half a 
ration, and on some days nothing at all j and the cavalry no forage or 



SPAIN. 


417 


grain, excepting what they could pick up in the fields, of an unwholesome 
description, hy the use of which hundreds of horses have died. I can pro- 
cure no means of transport, and your Excellency knows that I have been 
obliged to leave some ammunition in tlie mountains, of which you have 
possession ; and if I now move, I must leave behind me two thirds of the 
small quantity of ammunition I have got, having been obliged to allot tlie 
Portuguese carts, which have moved it hitherto, to the purpose of remov- 
ing the wounded soldiers. 

The fire of the enemy, and the badness and scarcity of food, have de- 
stroyed many of my artillery horses ; and I have asked, hut in vain, for 
some assistance of this description. The consequence is that I shall he 
obliged to destroy many guns, when I shall move from hence. I have not 
received even an answer to the request I made to have a remount for the 
cavalry of only 100 mares, which would be entirely useless to the Spanish 
cavalry. 

Under all these circumstances, your Excellency cannot he surprised 
tliat I should think that the British army lias been neglected and ill treated ; 
or at the determination which I now communicate to you, that whatever 
may he the consequences to the valuable interests to which you refer in 
your letter, I shall march them hack into Portugal, if they are not more 
regularly and more plentifully supplied with provisions and forage, and 
with the means of transport, and other aids which they require. 1 have 
to observe, that whether I put this determination into execution or not, 
the evil consequences that you apprehend to the valuable interests to which 
you refer, must equally follow j as the army will be unable and unfit to 
perform any operation, if the privations which it has suffered are still to 
continue. 

I request your Excellency to give orders to the troops you have sent to 
Truxillo not to prevent the officers and soldiers of the British army from 
buying what they want there. The troops have had no salt or other 
necessary articles for some time, and it is desirable that they and their 
officers should be allowed to buy at Truxillo what that place can afford. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Jaiaiccjo, 13tli Aug. 1809, 

I have the honor to enclose an answer which I have received from Gen. 
Cuesta, to the letters which I addressed to him on the 1 1th inst., with my 
reply of this date. Tlie plan which he proposes of dividing between the 
two armies, in proportion to their numbers, all the provisions received at 
Truxillo, however specious in appearance, would be fallacious in practice, 
and would probably starve the British army. It would not be difficult to 
forbid the convoys of provisions coming from Seville from going to Trux- 
illo ; and it is probable that the supplies of provisions from Seville do not 
amount to one fourth of the consumption of both armies, the remainder 
being supplied by the country, in which, of course, the Spanish army hoe 
the preference. 

An arrangement of this description is impracticable in execution, even 
if the Commissaries of the two armies would act fairly by each other; but 
this is not to he expected ; every Commissary- will do the best he can for 
the troops to which he is attached, and many articles must be procured in 
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>e country which will not be brought to account in the magazine of 
'ruxillo. In short, my Lord, it comes to this ; either the British army 
lust be fed and supplied with the necessaries which they require, or I 
mil march them back into Portugal, whether that Kingdom is invaded or 
ot by the French corps which has moved within these few days towards 
'lasencia, 

I have received Mr. Frere’s private letter of the 10th, in which he has 
nclosed the copies of a correspondence that he has had with Don M. de 
taray, on the subject of the evacuation of Talavera by Gen. Cuesta. 

I observe from these paperjs that Gen. Cuesta had given tlie Junta rea- 
an to believe, that when I marched from Arzobispo, on the 5th, I intended 
) return to Portugal : and that he prevailed upon me to take up the posi- 
ion of Almaraz, by a message through Gen. O’Donoju and Lord Mac- 
uff*. I beg to inform your Excellency, that although Gen. O’Donoju 
nd Lord Macduff did come to me at Peraleda de Garbin on the 6th, Gen. 
luesta knew, on the 4th, my opinion respecting our future operations, 
nd my determination to secure as soon as possible the important points of 
le Mesa de Ibor and Campillos, which if the enemy had seized on his 
rrival at Almaraz, the combined armies could not have extricated theni- 
ilves from the mountains. 

I have also another observation to make upon this correspondence. My 
jtters to Mr. Frere of the 3d and 4th were given to the General to be 
snt to Arzobispo on the 4th; yet it appears thattliey were not transmitted 
ill after the General had written, on tlie 6th, his account of the supposed 
access of the mission of Gen. O’Donoju and Lord Macduff ; and Mr. 
'rere did not receive them till the 10th. 

P.S. I beg to mention to your Excellency, that the troops have received, 
lis day and yesterday, only half an allowance of bread, and the cavalry no 
jrage excepting what they can pick up in the fields. The troops suffer 
onsiderably from want of salt, and neither officers nor soldiers have had 
ny wine for the last fortnight. 

In cose I should move, I must leave behind me two thirds of the small 
uantity of ammunition I have remaining, having been obliged to give all 
tie Portuguese carts, which bad hitherto carried tlie ammunition, to move 
be wounded, and not having been able to procure in this country means 
f transport for any tiling. Surely, my Lord, the Junta have had time, 
incethe 17th of last month, to supply the wants of the army with which 
bey were then made acquainted. 

[emoiandum. Jaraicejo, 13th Aug. 1809. 

From the orders sent to yesterday, of which a copy is enclosed, he 

dll see how important it is that an officer should strictly obey the orders 
fhich he receives ; and having obeyed them, that be should patiently wait 
ir further orders. He could not suppose that he was forgotten ; or that the 
epdts at Costello Branco, or Abrantes, were forgotten ; or that any of those 
oints respecting which he has taken upon himself to give orders, such as 
be march of the 11th regt., and of the artillery from Lisbon, &c., had not 


* The Earl of Fife, then serving in the Spanish army. 
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been attended to at head quarters ; or that means did not exist for com- 
municating the orders upon them which might be necessary. 

The orders given yesterday contain a detailed plan for the defence of 
Portugal, combined of the operations of different corps, and the whole 
founded upon a supposition that they were in certain situations ordered 
for them ; and that they would find, particularly Marshal Beresford’s corps, 
a depot of provisions at Gastello Branco, which would have supported it 
while at and in the neighbourhood of that place, and while passing through 
the mountains to the rear. 

In consequence of ’s orders and arrangements, all this now becomes 

a matter of doubt ; and the enemy being in force at Plasencia, it is uncer- 
tain, not only whether there will be troops to oppose him in the stations 
supposed, if he should invade Portugal, but whether there will he maga- 
zines of provisions to support those bodies of troops whose commanders 
may have obeyed their orders. If it should be possible, it is still wished 

that the orders of yesterday may he carried into execution ; and will 

understand that his movements and orders have involved him in a very 
serious responsibility. 

To Marshal Bereslbzil. Jaraiccjo, 14th Aug, 1609. 

Arhuthnot arrived last night, and has communicated to me your opinion 
that it is best that I should not move towards Portugal, which agrees so 
far with mine as this, that I do not consider the enemy’s movement 
towards that Kingdom to be so decided, as to render such a movement on 
my part necessary or proper. I think, however, that you are mistaken 
respecting the amount of the force which you suppose to be at, and in the 
neighbourhood of Plasencia. We know that tliey moved to that quarter 
4000 or 5000 men on the 9th ; another column was seen on its march 
towards the same quarter on the 10th, and was supposed by Col. Donkin, 
who saw it, to be 10,000 men. Gen. R. Craufurd, who saw the tail of 
the column, did not think it was more than 5000 ; and another column 
was seen in march in the same direction on the 1 1th, which the officer of 
the German artillery, who saw it, said was three hom-s in passing one 
point, but which Gen. Craufurd also saw, and did not think more than 
5000 men. The number, therefore, at Plasencia must be between 15,000 
and 25,000 men, of which many are cavalry. I believe the whole corps 
of Ney and Soult are in that quarter. Mortier is certainly between Al- 
maraz and Arzobispo. 

The question is, what is their object in going to Plasencia? They may 
not be aware of the inefficiency of all the troops collected and scattered on 
the frontiers of Estrcmadura; and they may apprehend that we slmll play 
them the same trick, on the same ground, that they have played us. 

Sir R. Wilson’s march from the neighbourhood of Talavera, through 
the mountains to Bejar, must have astonished them j and as they have set 
down his troops at 15,000 men, they may wish to guard against his enter- 
prises. Their right would certainly be very insecure, if all those troops 
were efficient; and if the French believe them to be efficient, the occupa- 
tion of Plasencia is easily accounted for. But as I find the French 
perfectly informed of every thing, excepting, indeed, the amount of Sir 

2 z 2 
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. Wilson’s corps, I should be inclined to believe that the occupation of 
Losencia is founded upon some more solid view than one of defence for 
eiv right, against the enterprises of the troops on the different points on 
e frontier of Estremadura, At tlie same time, I do not tlrink it certain 
at the corps assembled at Plascncia is intended to invade Portugal. In 
le first place, alone and unsupported, it is not in suflicient strength : in 
lO next place, if an invasion of Portugal had been determined on os a 
easure of the cajnpaign, they would not have marched in open day, in 
e presence of our troops. 

We know that the great object of the French, and that which has pro- 
ibly induced them to bring this large corps from the north of Spain, is 
separate tlie English from the Spaniards ; and I think it most probable 
at file principal object in the occupation of Plasencia is to distract our 
tention, and probably to induce us to withdraw. The object of keeping 
)en the communication with Castille is not improbably connected with 
e above stated. The forces on both sides in Estremadura are now so 
[ually balanced in point of numbers, being about 70,000 men on each 
le (including V enegas’ and ours, and excluding your corps, &c.), that I 
I not think Jhe French can look to any solid offensive operation in any 
larter. On the otlier hand, if we should undertake any, they will again 
row die corps occupying Plasencia on our hacks, and take their chance 
what might be done by the troops of the allies in different parts of the 
ontier of Estremadura. If they should undertake an offensive operation, 
will probably he on the right upon Venegas, and in that view of their 
an, die corps occupying Plasencia would he very inconveniently situated 
r any operation which we might undertake in this quarter by way of 
version in his favor. Upon the whole, therefore, I am inclined to think 
at Plasencia is occupied os the right of the French army in Estremadura, 
ther than as a point on the march towards Portugal. 

In whatever way it is occupied, I conceive that you cannot be better 
aced than at Zarza la Mayor. At Moraleja you might be turned, and 
it off by the cavalry and light infantry from Zarza, there being a road 
id a ford direct from Coria to Zarza, impracticable for artillery, good for 
ght infantry, and had for cavalry. As a military position, you would he 
, a better one on the odier side of the river, which forms the boundary of 
e two Kingdoms, and you might equally draw your provisions from 
arza la Mayor, which is a fertile country that has not been exhausted. 
Whether Portugal is to he invaded or not, my opinion is, and I wish, 

at Gen. should recross the Tagus, where he was ordered to halt. 

' Portugal is to be invaded, be will then be in his place according to the 
ifensive plan proposed by me, of which one copy went to you by a inos- 
nger yesterday, and another the day before through Gen. Leite ; and as 
that case you will only have to retire, your retreat would be more 
sely to be embarrassed, than aided, by this additional body of infantry. 

’ Portugal is not to be invaded, I shall want Gen. to join me ; and 

he cannot cross the Tagus any where above Vella Velha, it is best tliat, 

I either view of the case, he should bo sent there without loss of time, 
he 11th regiment must join him ; and let him remain at Niza till he 
lall receive orders from me, or from you, supposing Portugal to be 
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invaded. Let him get up the money and the other articles he was bring- 
ing with him to the army, to Niza. 

I haye still to trouble you respecting various detachments of con- 
valescents belonging to this army, who are marching about in different 
directions, and who have already acquired the name, as I doubt not they 
will soon the manners, of battalions of detachments. If any of these are 
at Zarza la Mayor, I beg you to send them across the Tagus at Alcantara, 
in detachments of such a size daily, as that they may get over the river in 
one day. Let them collect at Alcantara, and march from thence by the 
enclosed route to join the army. If you should find the enemy advancing, 
you will of course stop these detachments from passing the river, and will 
send orders to those already passed to commence their march, and I shall 
take care of them afterwards. Those of them which shall not have passed 
must in this case retire into Portugal with you. 

All the detachments of convalescents which have not passed Gastello 

Branco, must join Gen. , and pass the Tagus with him at Villa 

Velha. There is only one small boat at Alcantara ; I understand there 
are 2 at Alconeta, but this last place is nearer to Galisteo than it is to 
Zarza; and the road to it is not absolutely impracticable for artillery. It 
would be desirable, therefore, to endeavor to remove the boats from 
Alconeta to Alcantara ; if only for the purpose of passing over our men. 
Indeed the boats ought to be removed from thence at all events. No car- 
riage can cross at Alcantam, and only one horse at a time. 

To Lieut. C. EUia, 40th legt., at Talaran. Jataicejo, 14th Aug. 1800. 

I have not heard from you since you left this, which I attribute to the 
deficiency of your means of communication. I request you to spare no 
expense either in procuring the earliest and most certain intelligence of 
the enemy’s movements, or in transmitting it to me in the speediest 
manner. Keep the bearer with you till you shall have occasion to send. 
He is a Portuguese messenger. 

To Senor Lozano de Torrez. Jaraiccjo, le 14 Aoht, 1809. 

Le Colonel Waters, qui vous donnera cette lettre, vous montrera le 
precis d’une correspondance que j’ai eue avec les Gendraux Cxiesta et 
Eguia, sur les besoins de I’armde Anglaise, et sur les rooyens que I’on a 
proposds pour y remddier. Je I’ai nommd avec M. Wemyss pour faire un 
arrangement avec des officiers nommds par le Commandant en Chef Es- 
pagnol de concert avec vous ; ils vous montreront les memorandums que 
je leur ai donnds, et je vous prie de les aider de vos conseils et de votre 
assistance. 

To Gen, Eguia. Jaraicejo, 14th Aug. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 13th, 
and I beg leave to congratulate you upon succeeding to the command of 
the Spanish army. I assure your Excellency that I have every desire to 
adopt any arrangement which can tend to facilitate the procuring and dis- 
tribution of supplies to the combined armies ; and I am fully convinced of 
your Excellency’s desire to relieve the wants and remove the inconve- 
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ehce wliicli the British army has already suffered during its operations 
Spain. 

I ihust observe to your Excellency, however, that with every confidence 
the good faith with which an wrangement made by you will be carried 
to effect on your part, I am apprehensive that from the nature of the 
[■oposed arrangement it is impracticable of execution. But at your 
xcellency’s desire, I have sent Lieut. Col. Waters, of the Staff, and Mr. 
^emyss, of the Commissary General’s department, to Truxillo, where 
ley will meet any officers who may be appointed by you, and in concert 
ith Senor L. de Torres, the Intendant employed by government with 
le British army, will settle such an arrangement as may be practicable, 
hese officers will likewise be charged to communicate to those whom 
}u appoint, the particulars of the other wants of the British army. 

lemorandum for Lieut. Cd. Waters. Jaraicejo, 14lh Ang. 1809. 

1. The number of rations required daily by the British army is now 
5,000 for men, and 6000 for horses, &c. 

2. It appears to me that it will be difficult to settle any plan by v/hioh 
le contents of any magazine could be issued to the two armies in propor- 
on to their numbers, because both armies may, and the Spanish army 
3rtainly does, draw provisions and forage from some quarters besides the 
lagnzine which is formed at Truxillo. The British army now get their 
read only from Truxillo; therefore, any arrangement which should 
»row all the bread baked at, or which may be brought to, Truxillo, into 
magazine to be divided in proportions between tlie two armies, would 
B unjust towards the British, and Would probably starve it. 

3. If, however, any arrangement can be adopted by which this difficulty 
m be got over, 1 shall have no objection to it in respect to bread, and 
) objection whatever in respect to Wley. 

4. In respect to meat, as that is to be got in all parts of the country, it 
ould be best to leave the supply as it is, in the hands of the Commissa- 
es of the different nations. 

5. At least 1000 beasts of burthen are required for the British army. 

6. 100 carts, each to carry 600 lbs., are required to carry tlie ammuni-. 
on left at Deleytosa. 

*J. 100 good draught mules or horses are required to draw the British 
rtillery. 

8. 300 mares are required to remount the British cavalry. 

9. Payment will be made on the spot for such of these animals as shall 
e purchased, and the regular and usual hire paid for those which shall be 
[red. 

0 Marquis Wellesley. Jaraicejo, Htli Aug. 1809. 

I received yesterday, from Gen. Cuesta, the letter of which I enclose 
our Excellency a copy, in which he informs me that he has resigned tlie 
ommand of the army, on account of liis increasing infirmities. It appears 
lat he had a paralytic stroke on the night of tlie 12th, wliich deprived 
im of the use of his left leg, and he cannot now walk. 

I likewise enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from, and 
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of my answer to, Gen. Eguia, the present commanding officer of the army. 
The letter to which he refers, as having been written by me, is that ad- 
dressed to Gen. Cuesta, and of which I transmitted a copy to your Excel- 
lency yesterday. I have not yet heard that the enemy have made any 
alteration in their position at Plasencia. It appears that they have thrown 
their posts forward towards Banos hy some accounts, as well as towards 
Coria and Galisteo. 

To Gen. Eguia. Jaraioejo, ISth Aug. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 14th inst., relative 
to our future operations. 

The last accounts which I have received of the enemy state that, on the 
12th, they attacked the Puerto de Banos with a large corps of infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, where they were opposed by Sir R. Wilson’s corps, 
which had retreated from Talavera to the hills, and had arrived at Banos 
on the 11th. The enemy carried the Puerto after a contest which lasted 
the whole day, and Sir Robert writes from Colmenar on the 12th, at night. 
My opinion is, that notwithstanding the strength of his reinforcements, 
the enemy is not strong enough to undertake any offensive operations ; but 
that if he should undertake any against the right of the combined armies, 
I mean the Spanish corps with Gen. Venegas, the French corps at Plasen- 
cia, supposing it to remain there, will he well situated to impede any ope- 
rations which we in this quai-ter might undertake, in order to make a 
diversion in his favor. 

The first object for our attention should be to get provisions for the 
men and horses of the army. The horses of the British army are now so 
much reduced from want of food, that they are scarcely able to march the 
distance which it is necessary they should march to relieve their outposts, 
much less to undertake any hostile or forward movement, while the 
arrangements for procuring food and collecting magazines are making. 

I have already stated to Gen. Cuesta, in a letter of the 10th inst., which 
I understand has been communicated to you, the defensive positions that, 
in my opinion, the armies ought to occupy in this quarter. 

When they may be prepared to carry on more active operations, my opi- 
nion is, that they ought to he directed on the right of the enemy, at Pla- 
sencia ; and it might be possible to bring the corps of Marshal Beresford 
to co-operate in the plan. But I fear that nothing can be expected, either 
from the Duque del Parque, who is too weak, or from the Marques de la 
Romans, who appears to have been still at Coruna on the 3d of this 
month. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Jataicqjo, ISfh Ang. 1809. 

I received from Marshal Beresford this morning a letter, stating that 
the enemy’s corps which had gone to Plasencia had, on the 12th, attacked 
and carried the Puerto de Banos. This point was defended by Sir R. 
Wilson’s corps, and, I believe, by a detachment from the garrison of Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo. Sir R. Wilson had retired from the neighbourhood of Tala- 
vera hy the hills of the Vera de Plasencia, and had arrived at the Puerto 
de Banos on the 1 Itli. He writes from Colmenar on the 12th, at night. 
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I do not understand that the enemy had made any movement from Plasen- 
cia since the 12th, His patroles were yesterday on the Tagus, in the 
neighbourhood of Talavan, and of the Puente del Cardenal. Marshal 
Beresford was yesterday between Moral eja and Zarza la Mayor, 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I received yester- 
day from Gen. Eguia, and the copy of my answer this day. I have just 
received your Excellency's dispatch of the 13th. Your Excellency will 
observe from my letter to Gen. Eguia, that the Marques de la Romana 
was still at Coruna on the 3d August, and probably even at a later period. 
There is no chance, therefore, of a diversion being made by his army in 
favor of the operations of the troops in Estremadura ; and your Excel- 
lency will observe tliat the attempt of the Duque del Parque to hold only 
the Puerto de Banos, although aided by Sir R. 'Wilson’s corps, the assist- 
ance of which he had no reason to expect, has entirely failed. 

I consider the answer of the Junta to the note of your Excellency, in 
respect to the supplies of provisions for the army, and to the means of 
transport required, to be very unsatisfactory. Tlie army cannot exist in 
the shape of an army, unless those supplies and means are provided ; and 
the Junta have been already informed by me, that if Spain, or rather iliat 
part of Spain under their government, which in fact now comprises the 
whole' Kingdom, excepting those parts of Estremadura, Cnstille, and 
A.ragon, occupied by the enemy’s troops, cannot, or is unwilling, to make 
;ha exertion which is necessary in order to secure those supplies and 
neans, Spain must do witliout the services of the British army. 

In i-espect to Marshal Beresford’s corps, which the Junta are so desir- 
)us should be brought forward, I have to observe, that the Marshal has 
squal reason with myself to complain of the deficiency of supplies of pro- 
risions and other assistance, since he has been in Spain. But this army is 
he only disposable force of Portuguese troops which exists, and is all 
hat Portugal has to depend upon for its defence. It is not in a very 
ifiicient state for offensive purposes, as it wants cavalry, is but newly 
aised, and but imperfectly trained and disciplined. The object in col- 
ecting it upon the frontier was to train and discipline it, and at the same 
ime to defend the frontiers of Portugal, and to give an appt/i to my left 
lank j and the government of Portugal willingly concurred in its quitting 
he frontier for these objects. But I doubt whether the government of 
’ortugal would consent, or that I could recommend tliat they should con- 
ent, to the employment of this corps in an operation in Costille, giving 
tp the defence of their own frontier, which is menaced with an attack, at 
he call of the government of Spain, who do not appear willing or capable 
f making any exertion for themselves. Accordingly your Excellency 
rill observe, that in the different letters that I have written in which I 
ave recommended movements towards Madrid, I have never mentioned 
Marshal Beresford's corps, knowing that its services could not be, at pre- 
ent, spared at a distance from the Portuguese frontier ; and that the Por- 
aguese government would not allow it to move to any distance, 

b Marquis Wellesley, Jaraicejo, 15tli Aug. 1800. 

I understand from one of our Commissaries, who was very near the 


SPAIN. 


435 


bridge of Arzobispo on the day the Spaniarda were surprised there, that 
vast numbers fled from thence, tlirowing away, as usual, their arms and 
clothing. I think that it would be desirable to take early measures to 
ascertain what the existing strength is of each of the armies, particularly 
that of Cuesta, for 1 suspect that by these desertions it is much weakened, 
although it has not lost 500 men in action. 

I think that the French have in Estremadura and Toledo about 10,000 
men, and we (including Venegas and excluding Beresford) may have 
about the same number, if Cuesta is not reduced below 30,000 by de- 
sertion. I do not tliink the French are sufficiently strong, with these 
relative numbers, to undertake an offensive operation ; and it is probable 
that things will remain as they are, unless I can strike a blow upon the 
right of their line, until their reinforcements shall arrive from France. 

There are advantages and disadvantages attending the positions of each 
of the armies. The French have the advantage of an early communica- 
tion from their right at Plasencia, to their left in La Mancha, and they 
can collect their whole army without any difficulty at any one point. On 
the other hand, our defensive position is the easiest; and the possession 
of the bridge of Almaraz, and of the mountains between that point and 
the bridge of Arzobispo, protects the country behind the Tagus, from 
Toledo nearly to Abrantes, as the enemy cannot penetrate with cannon at 
any point between Almaraz and Toledo ; and the passage of the river is 
nearly impracticable for an array between Almaraz and Abrantes, except- 
ing, probably, at Villa Velha, in Portugal, and with difficulty at the ferry 
of Alconeta. 

I believe also that Venegas’ position in the mountains of the Sierra is 
so strong, that it cannot be attacked, excepting by a very superior force. 
We should still, however, be in a difficult position in respect to the corps 
at Plasencia, supposing it to remain there, should Venegas be attacked, 
and we were required to make a diversion in his favor in this quarter. 

In tire expectation that we shall receive such a requisition at some time 
or other ; or if by the arrival of food, &c., I should ever be enabled to 
make a forward movement, I am preparing to repair the Puente del 
Gardenal on the Tagus, between this and Plasencia, in order to be able to 
strike a blow there. 

To the Rl. Hon. J. Villiera. Jaraicojo, ISth Aug. 1809. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will give directions to 
somebody to purchase and send us by a courier the medicines, and in 
the quantities enumerated in the enclosed letters. Let the Commissary 
General pay for them. 

There is nothing new. The French at Plasencia appear to have pushed 
towards the Puerto de Banos, where they beat Sir R. Wilson, and I 
believe a corps of the Duque del Parque, on the 12th ; Sir Robert had 
retired tlirough the hills from Talavera, which is the reason that he was 
at Bailos on the 12th. 

77w ji.G. to Mqjor Gm. Hill. ISlh Aug. 1809 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to desire that you will let Capt. 
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I — regt, know that the owner of property has a right to take his property, 
r has been stolen from him, wherever he may find it ; that tliis is a fair and just 
iple which prevails in all civilised countries, and must he applied to the case of 
arse in question. It is certainly true that many horses are stolen, and afterwards 
and the right of property, in many horses of tlie army, may not rest upon 

r grounds than those Capt. has to the horse of Lieut. : hut this is 

iason why a just and fair principle, universally acknowledged and adopted, 
Id not be applied when a case occurs to which it is exactly applicable. The 
mander of the Forces, therefore, directs that Capt. — — shall immediately 

er up tile horse to Lieut. ; and you will be pleased to report to me the 

ntion of this order. 

ren. Sguio, Jaroicejo, IQth Aug. 1809. 

have had tlie honor of receiving your letter of the 15th, and I am 
ih obliged to you for the intelligence contained in it. There is nothing 
in this quarter. 

enclose an extract of a letter from the Lieut. General commanding 
British cavalry, in consequence of which I have been obliged to move 
cavalry farther to the rear, towards Caceres, in order that they may be 
lied to procure forage, no longer to be obtained in the neighbourhood 
bis place. 

had the honor some time ago to beg of Gen. Cuesta that he would 
I some guns of heavy calibre to oocupj' the batteries which have been 
iwn up at the Puente de Almaraz. These guns have not yet arrived, 
1 must heg leave again to renew my application, and to request that 
ins may be sent there as soon os possible. 

.Idea dol Obispo, IMli Aiig. 1800 . We havB only received ono day’s issue of barley since 
irrival here, and that did not exceed <t lb. per bursal’] 

darquis Wellesley. Jaraicejo, 16th Aug. 1800. 

have the honor to enclose a copy of a report which I received last 
bt from the officer commanding the British cavalry, in consequence of 
ch I have ordered him to move towards Caceres, to endeavor to pro- 
e food for the horses, but where he wUl be nearly 30 miles distant 
n the army, 

[Tie enemy have made no movements of any importance in this quarter, 
ey have had their patroles at the Puente del Cardenal, and the people of 
country believed that they intended to attempt to repair tliat bridge, 
lad intended to repair the bridge myself, in case it should have been 
irable to move upon the enemy’s right at Plasencia, and had given 
ections for the collection of materials for that purpose j hut the report 
ich I received last night of the want of forage for the cavalry, and the 
(sequent necessity of moving them to a distance, has put that, operation 
; of the question j and I have now ordered that the Puente del Cardenal 

0* _ _ _ JMalouJo, ISHi Aug. 1800. 

. The soldiers are again positively prohibited to plunder boo-hives j any man found 
1 a bec-hivo hi his possession will be punished. 

-. The rolls to be called in camp every two hours : the oflicors coinmiuiding dirisiona 
I settle what number of officers of caoli regiment are to attend. 

!. The Provost must palrulo in the neighbourhood of the camp, and every man fouud 
of his lines without Ids accoutrements, and not dressed os a solttier ought to be, is to be 
dahed. 

Wen sent on&tigue will be under the command of an officer, or non-oommissioned officer. 
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may be effectually destroyed, so as to render its repair impossible. I 
received this morning from Gen. Eguia, the report of the defeat of Gen. 
Venegas’ corps on the 11th. 

To Gen. Eguia. Jaiaicejo, 18th Aug. 1809. 

I am sorry to have to inform your Excellency that the British army 
under my command have this day no bread, instead of receiving the plen- 
tiful supply of which your Excellency announced the arrival in the con- 
versation which I had with you yesterday. I trust that your Excellency 
will have taken measures to occupy, in this night, the posts in the neigh- 
bourhood of Almaraz. 

To Gen. Eguia. Jaraicejo, 18th Aug. 1809, 0^ f.h. . 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter and its 
enclosures of this day’s date, respecting the provisions in the magazine at 
Truxillo for the use of the British army ; and as the soldiers have not 
received their provisions for this day, and there does not appear to me to. 
be a sufficiency for the consumption of to-morrow, I shall, however un- 
willingly, carry into execution the intention I announced to you yesterday. 
I trust, therefore, that you will have ordered troops to relieve my outposts 
on the Tagus, if you still propose to hold that position. 

To Gen. Eguia. Jamiccjo, 18th Aug. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter in reply to 
mine of this morning. 

I have frequently complained to the government and to the late Com- 
mander in Chief, and, as 1 thought, to you, in conversation yesterday, that 
1 must retire into Portugal to seek for food, if food should not be supplied 
to the British army in Spain j and I particularly specified to your Excel- 
lency the number of rations of each description of food that the British 
army required. 

Your Excellency is much mistaken in supposing that I intended to 
remain in my position, if I should receive a portion of the supplies to be 
collected at Truxillo for the use of the armies, although I might be con- 
vinced that such portion would be allotted honorably and with good faith. 
That which obliges me to move into Portugal is a case of extreme neces- 
sity, viz., that description of necessity wliich an army feels when it has 
been starving for a month, when it wants everything and can get nothing;, 
and as I stated to your Excellency yesterday, this necessity has now 
become so urgent, that I must either move into Portugal, where I know I, 
shall be supplied, or I must make up my mind to lose my army, unless I 
am made certain, not only of a portion of the supplies which may be sent 
to Truxillo, but of a sufficiency of bread and corn for the troops and 
horses daily. I hope, therefore, that your Excellency will occupy the 
posts on the Tagus this night. But if you should not do so, I can only 
say that my troops shall be withdrawn from them to-morrow night, whe- 
ther relieved or not. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Jaraicejo, 18th Aug. 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose different reports, which I received yesterday, 
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)f the measures taken by the Spanish officers and troops to jirevent the 
British army from foraging. 

The foraging parties to which those reports relate were necessarily 
)bliged to go to a distance of 4 and 5 leagues (from 16 to 20 miles) in 
)rder to procure the forage they requiz-ed ; which, with the distance they 
vould have to z-eturn, appeal’s to be sufficient work for the parties and 
heir horses : hut when, having performed this work, they are deprived 
)f the forage by the Spanish cavalry, it must be obvious that the equip- 
nents of the army must he ruined. I understand that similar outrages 
vere committed on the foraging parties yesterday, but I have not yet had 
he official -reports of them. Gen. Eguia did me the honor of calling 
ipon me yesterday, when I communicated to him these reports, and he 
iromised that the evils complained of should be redressed. I desired him, 
lowever, to prepare to occupy, in the course of the night, the posts in 
he neighbourhood of the bridge of Almsiraz, as it was impossible for me 

0 remain any longer in this part of the country, suffering as the army 
!oes, fz-om wants of every desci-iption. 

In my last letter I appi-ised your Excellency of the wants of tlie cavalry, 
nd of my having been obliged to remove them to the neighbourhood of 
laceres to look for food. In my conversation yesterday with Gen. Eguia, 
found that the Spanish cavalry had, every day, received some barley, 
Ithough not an entire ration. The enclosed reports will show to your 
Sxcellency in what manner this same cavalry, which occupies every vil- 
ige in the neighbourhood of this army, supplies itself with sti-aw. The 
Iritish army has no bread for this day, the troops receiving, in lieu of 
liat necessary article, half a pound of dour, or one-third of their ration 
or each man ; notwithstanding Gen. Eguia told me yesterday tlzat on this 
ay, and always in future, arrangements would be made to supply both 
zfantry and cavalry with their full rations of provisions and forage. 

More than a month has now elapsed since I informed Gen. Cuesta that 
F the British army were not supplied with means of transport and with 
revisions, not only I would not co-operate in any forward movement 
eyond the Alberche, but that I could not remain at all in Spain ; and the 
rencral informed me that he had sent a copy of my letter to the Supreme 
lentral Junta j and indeed I sent a copy of it to Mr. Frere. 

In the course of this month, if proper measures, or indeed if any mea- 
ires had been adopted, supplies might have been forwarded to us from 
le most distant parls of Andaluslaj but we have not received a mule or 
cart, or an article of provision of any description, under any order given 
arrangement made by the government : so that when I maz-ch I shall 
5 obliged to leave behind my ammunition, and 6, and probably 12 pieces 
■ cannon ; and I assure your Excellency most solemnly, that since the 
Jd of Inst month the horses of the cavalry and artillery have not received 
regular deliveries of barley, and the infantry have not received 10 days’ 
'ead. Under these circumstances, I can remain no longer in Spain ; 
id I request you to give notice to the government that 1 am about to 
Ithdraw into Portugal. 

1 have no doubt but that the government have given orders that we 
lOuld he provided as we ought to be ; but orders, I have to observe, are 
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not sufScient. To carry on the contest with- France to any good purpose, 
the labor and services of every man and of every beast in the country 
should be employed in the support of the ai-mies ; and these should be so 
classed and arranged as not only to secure obedience to the orders of tlie 
government, but regularity and efficiency in the performance of the ser- 
vices required from them. Magazines might then with ease be formed 
and transported wherever circumstances might require that armies should 
be stationed. But as we are now situated, 50,000 men are collected upon 
a spot which cannot afford subsistence for 10,000 men, and tliere are no 
means of sending to a distance to make good the deficiency. 

The Junta have issued their orders to supply the deficiencies of means 
of transport as well as of provisions j but from want of arrangement there 
are no persons to obey their orders, and this army would perish, if I 
should remain, before the supplies could arrive. 

I hope your Excellency and the government will believe that I have 
not determined to go till it has become absolutely necessary. I assure 
you that there is not a General officer in this army who is not convinced 
of the necessity of my immediate departure. 

To Marshal Beresfard. Jaraicejo, IDtIi Aug. 1809, 

I received last night your letter of the 17th. The principle on which 

I have acted respecting Gen. is this ; neither he nor you, nor both 

joined, could do any thing effectual against the enemy, unless in co- 
operation with me. 

In co-operation with me, your force, without Gen. ’s, was fully 

sufficient to do any thing that might be required from it. There was, 

therefore, no reason whatever why Gen. should not be placed in the 

situation most convenient for the performance of those services that it was 
most probable would be required from him ; which were, either to join 
me, or to be employed in the defence of Portugal, according to the plan 
proposed in my memorandum. But, in fact, it has for some time been 
very obvious to me, that I was unable to undertake any offensive opera- 
tion of any description. The want of provisions and means of transport 
is so great, that I can move neither artillery nor ammunition, and the 
troops and horses having been starved for the last month, neither are 
equal to any exertion ; and no means exist here of refreshing the one, or 
of giving even the necessary food to the other. 

Supposing, then, that Gen. ’s assistance would have been necessary 

to you in any offensive operation which we might have undertaken in 
concert, which I think it would not, it was pretty obvious, from the state 
of this army, that such offensive operation would not be undertaken. 
Your line must have been to retire towards Portugal; and in this opera- 
tion, Gen. — — , having only infantry, would in those plains have done 

you more harm than good. Besides this, Gen. 's disobedience of 

orders, although well intended, was positive, and committed with his eyes 
open ; and as his corps was useless at Zarza la Mayor, and in your retreat 
might have embarrassed you, I was not sorry, by ordering him back to 
the position which he had quitted, to show him and the army that I must 
command and they must obey. 
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I agree with you in thinking that the enemy will not now invade Por- 
igal ; and I also agree with you in thinking that it is desirable that your 
oops should have rest and leisui’e ; and that a serious endeavor should 
5 made to organize, discipline, and clothe them, for which, indeed, there 
18 hardly yet been time. I concur with you also in the choice you have 
lade of the position from Abrantes to Leiria, for your purpose ; I should 
ish you, however, if possible, to leave Abrantes and the course of the 
agus to us, for the reasons which I am about to detail to you. 

After having made an effort to maintain myself here, I find it quite 
npossible. We are starving, our men falling sick, and we have nothing 
( give them in tlie way of comfort for tiieir recovery; and our horses 
re dying by hundreds in the week. We have not had a full ration of 
rovisions ever since the 22d of the last month ; and I am convinced that 
1 that time the men have not received 10 days’ bread, and the horses not 
regular deliveries of barley. We have no means of ti'ansport, and I 
lall be obliged to leave my ammunition on the ground, on quitting this 
lace. We now want 1800 horses to complete the cavalry 1 ! ! and 200 or 
30 for the artillery. Under these circumstances, and seeing no prospect 
' an amelioration of our situation, which gets worse and worse every day, 
have determined to withdraw towards the frontiers of Portugal, and I 
lall begin my inarch to-morrow. My intention is to put myself along 
le frontier, with the right towards Elvas ; there are sonic largo towns 
lere, which will subsist us ; and, at all events, there is a store at Abrantes, 
hich will supply us for a great length of time. In order, however, that 
e may be able to draw our resources from this store, as well us what wo 
ant from Lisbon, it is necessary that we should have the command of all 
le resources in carriages, &c., wliich Alentejo and the banks of tlie Tagus 
in afford. Now if you should occupy Abrantes, we shall interfere with 
loh other ; and for this reason, I request you to put your right at Thomar. 
I have not been well for these 3 or 4 days, which is the reason why I 
ave not written to you. But I now send De Sousa* with this. 

I think that the circumstances in which the world, and tliis Peninsula 
1 particular, will be placed in a short time, call upon you to report, at an 
arly period, the actual progress which has been made, and the prospects 
'hich exist of forming an army in Portugal. Tlie desertion of the troops, 
le prospects of stopping that evil, the means and their efficiency of sup- 
lying the vacancies which it occasions, would be prominent points in 
ich report. I think we owe this to government, at an early period, in 
fdcr to enable them to determine how far Ihey will go in expense, and 
ow much they will risk in an array to maintain Portugal in the existing 
tuation of the world. 

A great deal has been done, and government may be supposed to have 
ited rightly in sending their troops when tliey did, and in saving Por- 
igal when tlie French were involved in tlie Austrian contest. But the 
lestion becomes one of a different description, that contest being finished ; 
id I tliink that government will he assisted in tlicir decision very much 
y the prospect which you may be able to hold out of tlie existence of a 
'ortuguese military force. 


* The Conde de Villa Heal. 
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To Oen. Bguia. Jaraicejo, 19th Aug. 1800. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of this day’s 
date, and I feel much concerned that any thing should have occuiTed to 
induce your Excellency to express a doubt of the truth of what I have 
written to you. As, however, your Excellency entertains that doubt, any 
further correspondence between us appears unnecessary ; and accordingly, 
this is the last letter which I shall have the honor of addressing to you. 
Although your Excellency has expressed a doubt of the truth of what I 
have written to you, I entertain none of what your Excellency has written 
to me; and I am well convinced that your Excellency has given orders, 
and that all the contents of the magazine at Truxillo will be given to the 
British troops, even though the Spanish troops should want food. But 
notwithstanding these orders, and an obedience to them, the British troops 
ai-e still in want. Yesterday they received but one third of a ration, and 
that was in flour ; this day they received only half a ration, likewise in 
flour ; and on neither of these days have the horses of the army received 
any thing. These deficiencies arise not from the want of orders by your 
Excellency, or of your faithful execution of your promises to me, but 
from the want of means in the country, and from the want of arrangement 
by the government in the adoption of timely measures to supply the 
wants which they were informed long ago existed. But to whatever 
cause the deficiency of means of supplying the troops with provisions may 
be attributed, it is obvious that it exists. 

According to the return of the state of the magazine at Truxillo, sent 
to me by your Excellency yesterday, it did not contain a suflSciency to 
feed the British army even for one day. This being the case, the wants 
of the army must continue; I must lose men and horses daily; and there- 
fore, in order to save the army, I must remove to a country in which I 
know that I shall get food, and other assistance which, I require. What- 
ever your Excellency may think of the truth or falsehood of my assertion, 
I repeat, that want, and tlie apprehension of its further consequences, are 
the only reasons for my quitting Spain. 

I have the honor to inform your Excellency, that besides the ammu- 
nition left at Deleytosa, I shall be obliged to leave here another large 
quantity, from tlie want of means of moving it. I shall send an officer to 
Deleytosa to-morrow, to deliver to the officer whom you may appoint to 
receive it, the ammunition which is there ; and if you will send an officer 
here in the course of the day, he shall receive charge of the ammunition 
which will he left here, if your Excellency wishes to have these articles ; 
if you should not wish to have them, I propose to destroy them, as I have 
no means of moving them from hence. 

P.S. I have just received your Excellency’s second letter of this date, 
enclosing one of the 16th from the Minister of War at Seville. The 
Minister has been entirely misinformed of the actual situation of the 
French armies. A large corps has marched to Salamanca ; another is at 
Plasencia; Marshal Mortier, with a part of Victor’s corps, is at Talavera, 
Oropesa, and Arzobispo; and the remainder of Victor’s corps, with 
Sebastiani’s, is in La Mancha. Marshal Beresford is on the frontiers of 
Portugal, near Salvaterra. Under these circumstances tliere might be an 
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pportunity of striking a blow with advantage j although no permanent 
;ood could be produced, till the corps of file Marques de la Romana, or 
ome other corps, could be brought forward. But the Minister of War 
brgets that we have no food; that our cavalry, from want, oi’e scarcely 
■ble to move from their ground ; that our artillery horses arc not able to 
Iraw the guns; that I have no moans of moving ; and that I am actually 
ibliged to leave here my ammunition from the want of means of moving 
t; and, above all, that tie soldiers are worn down by want and privations 
if every description. 

It is extraordinary that the Minister did not advert to those circura- 
tances, which have been frequently laid before him ; or that, adverting 
0 them, he should have proposed to me any operation of any description, 
a which he must have known tliat I was unequal : but his having omitted 
:o advert to them sufficiently accounts for their continued existence. 

rhx A,0. to lAtut, Ben. Slierbnote, 10th Aug. 1809. 

I have laid before the Commander of the Forces the statement herewith returned 
rom the paymaster of the 83d regt., and I am directed to acquaint you that it 
oust be submitted to the consideration of tlic first Board of claims that may be 
irdered to sit. Widi respect to the public money that has been lost, the Com- 
nander of the Forces has been pleased to direct that the same shall bo made good 
inmeditttely, so that the corps atiouhl suffer no inconvenienco j and the paymaster 
if the 83d regt. will apply to the Military Sec. for an order on the Paymaster Gen. 
or the money. 

^ Seder Bon L. de Gulvo. Jaraieejo, 20lb Aug. 1809, 8 a.M. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 19th from Truxillo, 

0 which I write this reply, notwithstanding that I hope to have the plea- 
ure of seeing you at Truxillo in Uie course of this morning. 

I must first heg leave to inform you, that I have no motive for with- 
Irawing the British army from Spain, whether of a political or military 
lature, excepting that which I have slated to you in conversation, viz., 

1 desire to relieve it from the privations of food which it has suffered since 
he 22d of last month; privations which have reduced its strength, have 
lestroyed the health of the soldiers, and have rendered tlie array compa- 
:atively inefficient. 

You gave me assurances yesterday, which you have repeated in your 
etter, that these privations shall not continue ; that in 3 days there 
ihall be plenty of provisions ; and tliat in the mean time we shall have all 
hat the magazine at Truxillo contains. In answer, I have to observe to 
rou, that I have received tlie same assurances from every Spanish Com- 
nissioner who has been employed with the British army ; each in his turn 
las disappointed me ; and although your rank is higher, and your powers 
ire greater than those of tlie other Spanish officers who have been with me, 

! acknowledge, that in a case so critical os that of a starving army, I feel 
10 confidence in your assurances ; and I give no credit to the accounts of 

if. O. Truxillo, 80th Aug, IHOO, 

4. OOlcerg commanding corns will give parlicnhirdirccfians that ilio inon having charge 
if oars an not to load them above 690 pounds wHglit, tlio utmost they can carry ; llie 
loiisequence must he, if tiiis order is not complied witli, tiiat cars must break down, and 
launot now'be replaced. 
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the existence of resources said to be upon the road (in what place not 
known), or of any others in the magazine at Truxillo. In respect to the 
magazine at Truxillo, according to the accounts of its contents yesterday 
evening, which I received last night, it does not contain enough to feed the 
British army one day only ; and the provisions for the Spanish army must 
be likewise drawn from it. 

You tell me that the British troops shall have every thing, and the 
Spanish nothing. To which I reply, that its execution is utterly and 
entirely impracticable, and is certainly very inconsistent with what has 
hitherto taken place. Till lately, the Spanish troops have received their 
rations regularly, while the British troops were starving. I am not so 
well aware of the manner in which the Spanish troops have been lately 
supplied, but I know, from the best authority (the Commander in Chief 
of the Spanish army), that the Spanish cavalry were receiving at least 
half a ration of barley, while the British cavalry had none : and I 
imagine that they have been well supplied with other provisions, as I have 
in my possession a letter from yourself, stating that you had ordered to 
the Mesa de Ibor, for the use of the Spanish army, all the provisions re- 
quired for the British army by Mr. Downie, the British Commissary, and 
provided by the town of Guadalupe and its neighbourhood. I cannot, 
therefore, give credit to the execution of any plan which shall go to give 
provisions to the British army, to the exclusion of the Spanish troops ; 
and I conceive the proposal to have been made to me, only as an extreme 
and desperate measure to induce me to remain in Spain. But supposing 
the plan to be capable of execution, I could not give my sanction to it. 
The Spanish army must be fed as well as the British army, otherwise 
neither will be of much use in the positions which they have hitherto 
occupied. 

If the Spanish army is to be fed, (and it cannot be otherwise,) the ma- 
gazine at Truxillo will be found not to be equal to one third of the demand 
of the British army for one day, according to the official return of its 
contents yesterday, which I received last night. But, besides provisions, 
the army requires other assistance, for which I have called in vain ; and 
for the want of which I am now obliged to leave behind me my ammuni- 
tion, and to deliver it to the Spanish Commander in Chief. 

I am fully aware of the consequences which may follow my departure 
from Spain ; not that I apprehend those to which you have referred ; for, 
in point of fact, there is now no enemy in our front. But I am not re- 
sponsible for these consequences, whatever they may be. Those are re- 
sponsible for them who, having been made acquainted with the wants of 
the British army more than a month ago, have taken no efficient mea- 
sures to relieve them ; who have allowed a brave army, that was rendering 
gratuitous services to Spain, that was able and willing to pay for every 
thing it received, to starve in the centre of their country, and to be reduced 
by want almost to a state of inefficiency ; who refused or omitted to find 
carriages to remove the officers and soldiers who had been wounded in 
their service, and obliged me to give up the equipment of tlie army for the 
performance of this necessary duty of humanity. 

I have one more observation to make, in reply to your letter, in respect 
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to the requisitions! made by the British Commissaries for pi'ovisions in the 
villages. There is hut one Commissary now so employed, and he is at 
Caceres. Indeed, all the villages in this neighbourhood are occupied by 
die Spanish troops, and it would be useless to send a British Commissary 
to endeavor to procure any thing from them. But I shall be obliged to 
you to state where is this Commissary ? Supposing tlie report made to 
you to be founded in fact, surely, while the British army is starving, it 
may be allowed to a Commissary to endeavor to obtain some relief for the 
troops for whom he is bound to provide, paying for what he receives. 

To Senor L. de Tocres. Joraiceji^ le 20 Aofliv 1800. 

Je suis f&chd d’avoir h vous annoncer que je me mettrai cn marche 
demain pour la frontifere de Portugal. Malgrd les efforts que vous avez 
faits, malgrd les reprtSsentations que depuis un mois j’envoie au gouverne- 
ment, mes soldats ne resolvent pas leurs rations. 

Hier ils n’ont eu qu’une demi livre de ferine, aujourd’hui que trois 
quarts d’une livre, et les chevaux absolument rien. J’ai perdu dans la 
derniere semaine 100 chevaux de la cavalerie et beaucoup de I'artillerie. 
On ne me donne point de moyens de transport, et je suis obligd de laisser 
ici et h Deleytosa, et de donner h I’armile Espagnole, mes munitions. Je 
regrette cette ndeessite, je I’ai dvitee aussi longtems que j’ai pu : vous 
avez fait tout ce qui dtoit en votre pouvoir, j'ai fait des reprdsentations au 
gouvemement, et malgrd tout, nous mourons de faim, et je ne peux plus 
tester. Je vous verrai demain h Truxillo. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Truxillo, 2lBt Aug. 1809. 

I have received your letter of tlie 1 5th, and I am very much obliged to 
you for die trouble you have taken respecting the army. I have written 
to Mr. Murray, to desire him to buy the mules and bullocks to be had in 
Barbary, But I should think it desirable that they should be landed at 
the mouth of the Guadiana, or probably at Lisbon, instead of Cadiz, in 
consequence of the change in om.' situation. Mr. Villiers will apprise you 
of the circumstances which oblige me to quit Spain, I am very much 
obliged to you for the trouble you have taken to explore the navigation 
of the Tagus for us. 

To the Kt. Hon. J. Villleis. Truxillo, 2l8t Aug. 1809. 

T have received your letters of the 14th and 16th. 

The principle upon which I founded my calculation of one sixth of the 
supply we should receive, being allotted to the Portuguese government, 
was founded upon a comparison of your demand with the estimates of the 
whole expense of tlie army. 

Your demand was stated to be £40,000 : die estimate of the total ex- 
pense £240,000; of which sum, £40,000 was the sixth part; and I 
thought it fair that you should have the sixth of the supply, whatever that 
might be. You object to the calculation of the estimate ; into which ob- 
jection I cannot enter, as I have not seen the estimate, and only know that 
its total amount is £240,000 yier mensem, calculating your demand at 
£40,000 per mensem. But as the demand of the Portuguese troops is 
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only for their pay, and that for the Britiah troops includes all extraor- 
dinaries, even ordnance, I am not surprised that the estimate for the whole 
expense of 30,000 men of the latter in the field should he .£200,000, and 
the expense of the pay of the former only £40,000. 

It appears by a paper enclosed in your letter of the 14tli, that the 
monthly expense will run nearer £50,000 than i£40,000, taking the ex- 
change iApai\ which is the fair way of calculating. This will increase 
the estimate of the monthly expense in Portugal to ^£230,000, of which 
your demand will be one fifth j and according to what I think the first 
principle on which I decided before, one fifth, instead of one sixth of the 
monthly supply, ought to be allotted to you. It appears, however, that 
you object not only to the calculation of the sixth, but also to that mode 
of supplying the Portuguese government the money they ought to have. 

I have to observe, that government having undertaken upon the Pen- 
insula more than their funds will allow them to perform, we, who are 
to carry the services into execution, must either starve one service to 
feed the other j or we must allot to each service its due proportion of the 
funds in our power, calculated upon the amount of the demands of each. 

I cannot suffer the Britiah army to be starved, in order that the Portu- 
guese army may be paid j nor is it proper that the engagement to the 
Portuguese government should be violated in order that tlie expenses of 
tlie British array should be paid. The measure, therefore, which I have 
adopted, with the amendment of a fifth, instead of a sixth, appears to me, 
on tlie whole, to be the best. But if you should not approve of this mea- 
sure, the only one to which I can give my consent is, that I should decide 
from time to time what suras of money can, with convenience, be allotted 
to the Portuguese government. This, however, leaves that government 
exposed to the inconvenience which must always result from the arbitrary 
decision of any individual. I beg of you, therefore, to decide whether 
you will take a fifth of the supply, or leave the sum to be given at my 
discretion. In either case I shall give directions that you may be ap- 
prised, on the 15th and 30th of every month, of the sum disposable for 
the Portuguese government j and you will give directions that it may be 
drawn in one sum from the military chest at Lisbon, and you will give 
your bills, for the sum you shall have received, upon tlie Sec. of State. 

I mention this, because Mr. Murray has expressed a desire that his ofSce 
may be freed from all accounts between Mr. Bell and individual officers, 
and the Paymaster Gen. of the array. 

I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have taken respecting the 
supplies to be sent to us to Elvas. You will see by the dispatches which 
I send with this, that I am going towards that quarter. Any mules that 
con be got would be of great use to us ; but as we shall run the province 
of Alentejo very hard in carriages for some time, it would be desirable 
not to push it too hard in mules at the same time. 

Tu Marquis Wellesley. Truxillo, 21st Aug. 1809. 

I did not march from Jaroicejo till yesterday, not having been able to 
arrange, till that moment, for the removal of the sick of the army, to 
remove whom has taken every carriage and every mule we had to carry 
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the reinaizider of our resei've ammunition and the stores in the commis- 
sariat, and I have given over the ammunition to the Spanish General. 
W e have not received any assistance of any description from the countiy, 
or from the agents of the Spanish government. 

I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency copies of letters which 
I have received from Gen. Eguia, and copies of my answers. Your Ex- 
cellency will observe in Gen. Eguia’s letter to me of the 19th inst. a 
very injurious, improper, and unfounded assertion, that I made use of tlie 
want of provisions as a pretext for withdrawing from Spain j and tliat it 
was a false one, for tlmt there were plenty of provisions for the army. I 
assure your Excellency, that on that very day the troops in my camp at 
Jaraicejo received only f lb. of flour, and the cavalry and the other 
horses of the army no forage excepting what tliey could pick up. Until 
this insulting assertion was withdrawn, it was impossible for me to con- 
tinue any correspondence witli Gen. Eguia, after I should have replied to 
his letter, which I hope I did with the temper which became my situation 
and character. 

Your Excellency will observe, that in his reply to me he has either 
misunderstood or affected to misunderstand that part of his former letter 
to which I referred ; and he has, in fact, left the charge of making use of 
a false pretext where it stood ; and I have, therefore, not given him any 
reply upon that or any other sixbject on which he has addressed me. Your 
Excellency will likewise find an insinuation of the same kind in a letter 
from Don L. de Calvo, dated the 19th inst, of which and of my answer 
of the 20th I enclose copies. These letters contain nearly the substance 
of a conversation which I had with Don L. de Calvo on the evening of 
the 19th; and I assure your Excellency that at the moment Don L. do 
Calvo was writing his letter from Truxillo, stating tlie contents of the 
magazine at tliat place, on which statement he founded his insinuation 
that I was withdrawing from Spain upon a false pretext, Lieut. Col. 
Waters delivered to me a return of the contents of the magazine, made 
up to the evening of the 19th, from which it appeared that it did not con- 
tain a sufficiency to feed the British troops even for one day ; and if the 
magazine had contained a sufficiency of food, there wore no means of 
transport to remove it to the positions which the troops occupied. 

Your Excellency will recollect, that in my correspondence with Gen. 
Ouesta, and with Gen. Eguia, I stated the difficulty of settling any arrange- 
ment for the division of the magazine to be formed at Truxillo, for the pro- 
portion of the strength of the two armies, because probably both armies, 
hut certainly the Spanish array, would draw provisions from other quarters, 
which provisions would not go through the magazines ; to whioli answers 
were given, calling upon me to rely upon the honor and good faith with 
which the arrangement to be made should be carried into execution, 

I now beg to refer your Excellency to the enclosed copy of a letter, of 
which I have the original in my possession, from the alcalde of Guada- 
lupe to Mr. Commissary Downie, tliat he had received the directions of 
Don L. de Calvo, which he had obeyed, to send to Mesa de Ibor, the head 
quarters of the Spanish army, the pr(yvimns which Mr. Downie had 
ordered, and which had been procured for the use of the British army, to 
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be sent to the magazine at 'Bruxillo I This is the honor and good faith with 
which the arrangement respecting the magazine at Truxillo was to he ' 
carried into execution ! And this Don L. de Calvo is the gentleman in 
whose assurances I was to place confidence (as if I had not already gone 
far enough in confidence in the assurances of the agents of the Spanish 
government !) that all the contents of the magazine at Truxillo should he 
given to the British troops to the exchtsion of the Spanish army, and that 
every tiling which the army required, of every description, was on the 
road from Seville. 

S' I 

I find that it is intended to justify the Spanish government for their 
neglect of us, by circulating a report that my complaints of want of sup- 
plies, of means of transport, and I might have added, of the common 
attention and even of acts of humanity towards the army, and particularly 
towards the wounded, were mere pretexts. 

This plan has been carried into execution so far that Senor L. de 
Torres, the Spanish superintendent attached to this army, declared pub- 
licly, yesterday, that he could prove that the British army, instead of 
wanting food, had received double rations ever since it arrived in Spain ; 
and yet this same gentleman has expressed to me in the most indignant 
terms, more than once, the shame he felt, as a Spaniard, on account of 
the manner in which we had been treated, and the privations which we 
were made to endure ; which expressions he acknowledges this day. 

These reports and insinuations against me may do very well for the 
people of Seville : hut the British army will not soon forget the treat- 
ment it has received j and I know that there is not a General oflScer in it, 
and I believe not an officer or soldier, who does not think that I should 
have neglected its interests, and even should have risked its existence, if 
I had delayed its departure for another day. 

I have the honor to enclose a copy of my dispatch of this date to the 
Sec. of State. 

P. S. By a letter from Marshal Beresford, I learn that he also has been 
distressed for provisions. He informs me that the Marques de la Romana 
was still at Coruna on the 5th inst. 

P. P. S. I beg to draw your Excellency’s attention to a fact which has 
occuiTed here this day. Your Excellency will observe that Don L. de 
Calvo boasted in his letter of the 19th inst., that he had here, at command, 
means of transport to carry provisions to the British army, and its detach- 
ments, not less than 30 miles from hence, and the quantity not loss than 
100,0001bs. in weight daily. Some sick had been sent herefrom Jaraicejo 
who had not been considered in the arrangement mode for the removal of 
the sick, and 6 carts to remove them were wanting, which were required 
last night from Seiior L. de Torres, another deputy from the Junta, and 
living with Don L. de Calvo. These 6 carts have not been given, and I 
have removed these sick in the best manner I could. 

Just to show to your Excellency the difference of the manner in which 
we were treated in Portugal, I mention that Gen. Leite, having heard, by 
accident, that our wounded were going to Elvas, prepared to receive 
them, and the preparations for the hospitals were actually made unso- 
licited, before tlie officer who was charged to make them arrived with my 
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ettcr to Gen. Leite, to cornmnnicate my 'wiali to estaWisli the lioapital at 
Slvns. In the same manner I must mention that stores, for which the 
)rdors did not roach Lisbon till the 12th, will he at Elvas on the 26th; 
ind yet Lisbon is farther from the army than Seville is, and the means of 
iransport in Portugal not half what they are in Spain. 

Fo tlie Duke of Biclimond. XruiLillo, 21st Aug, 1800. 

Starvation has produced such dire effects upon the army, we have suf- 
fered so much, and have received so little assistance from the Spaniards, 
that I am at last compelled to move back into Portugal to look for sub- 
sistence. There is no enemy in our front of any consequence : Ney is 
gone back into Castille ; Soult is at Plasencia; Mortier at Oropesa, Arzo- 
bispo, and Navalmoral; Victor’s corps is divided, being half of it at 
I'alavera, and half in La Mancha with Sebastiani. They cannot say we 
were compelled to go therefore by the enemy, but by a necessity created 
by the neglect of the Spaniards of our wants. 


To Vise. Costloieagh. Truxillo, 2l8t Aug. 1809. 

"When I marched from Talavera on the 3d inst. with a view to oppose 
the French corps, which we had heard had passed through the Puerto de 
Banos, and had arrived at Plasencia, Sir B. Wilson was detached upon the 
left of the army towards Escalona; and before I marched on that moraing 
I put him in communication with the Spanish General Cuesta, who, it had 
been settled, was to remain at Talavera. I understand that Gen. Cuesta 
put Sir Bobert in communication with his advanced guard, which retired 
from Talavera on the night of the 4th. Sir B, Wilson, however, did not 
arrive at Velada till the night of the 4th, having made a long march 
through the mountains ; and as he was then 6 leagues from the bridge of 
Arzobispo, and had to cross the high road from Oropesa to Talavera, of 
which the enemy was in possession, he conceived that he was too late to 
retire to Arzobispo, and he determined to move by the Venta de San 
Julian and CentenUlo, towards the Tietar, and across that river towards 
the mountains which separate Castille from Estremadura. 

Some of Sir B. Wilson’s dispatches having missed me, I am not aware 
by which of the passes he went through the mountains, but I believe by 
Tornavacas : he arrived, however, at Banos on the 11th, and on the 12th 
was attacked and defeated by the French corps of Marshal Ney, which, 
with that of Soult, returned to Plasencia on the 9th, 10th, and 11th; that 
of Ney having since gone on towards Salamanca. 

I enclose Sir E. Wilson’s account of the action; he has been very 
active, intelligent, and useful, in the command of the Portuguese and 
Spanish corps, with which he was detached from this army. Before the 
battle of the 28tlj July he had pushed his parties almost to the gates of 
Madrid, with which city he was in communication, and he would have 
been in Madrid, if I had not thought it proper to call him in, in expecta- 
tion of that general action which took place on the 28th July. He after- 
wards alarmed the enemy on the right of his army ; and throughout the 
service has shown himself to be an active and intelligent partisan, well 
acquainted with the country in which he was acting, and possessing the 
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confidence of the troops which ho commanded. Being persuaded that 
his retreat was not open by Arzobispo, he acted right in taking the road 
he did, with which he was well acquainted; and although unsuccessful in 
the action which he fought, which may he well accounted for by the 
superior numbers and description of the enemy’s troops, the action, in my 
opinion, does him great credit. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Traxillo, Slst Aug. 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I received on the 
4th inst., from Don M. de Garay, the Spanish Minister of State, conveying 
to me the intention of the government to appoint me a Captain General 
in the Spanish service, with the pay of that rank ; and presenting me with 
6 Andalusian horses in the name of King Ferdinand VII. 

My wish was to lay this mark of the approbation of the Spanish govern- 
ment before His Majesty, and to delay to accept it till His Majesty’s 
pleasure should be known ; but it occurred to me that this mode of pro- 
ceeding might not be understood at Seville, and that the Spanish govern- 
ment might be displeased at the temporary refusal of the honor they con- 
ferred upon me, that it might interfere with political objects, which the 
British Ambassador might have in view, at the same time that I make 
the acceptance referriblo to the subsequent pleasure of His Majesty. 

I therefore wrote two answers to this part of Don M. de Gai-ay’s letter 
(of which I enclose copies), leaving it to Lord Wellesley to deliver that 
which he thought proper, in a letter to his Lordship, of which I enclose a 
copy j and I enclose the copy of his Lordsliip’s answer, stating that he 
had delivered the second letter. I accepted the horses which the govern- 
ment intended to present to mo in the name of King Ferdinand VII. ; but 
declined to accept the pay of Captain General in another letter to Don 
M. de Garay, of which I enclose a copy. 

To Vise. Casdereagli. Truxillo, 21st Aug. 1809. 

I wrote, some days ago, a letter to the French Commander in Chief, 
which I sent to him by Lieut. Col. Waters, to request bis core and atten- 
tion to the wounded officers and soldiers of the British army who had 
fallen into his hands, in return for the care and attention which I had 
paid to the French officers and soldiers who had fallen into my hands at 
different times j and that he would allow money to be sent to ihe officers ; 
and that officers, who should not be deemed prisoners of war, might be 
sent to superintend and take care of the soldiers, till they should recover 
from their wounds, when these officers should be sent to join the British 
army. I received a very civil answer from Marshal Mortier, promising 
that every care shduld be taken, and every attention paid to the British 
officers and soldiers who were wounded; but stating that he could not 
answer upon the other demands contained in my letter, having been 
obliged to refer them to the Commander in Chief. 

Since the receipt of this letter, Mr. Dillon, the Assist. Commissary, has 
arrived from Talavera, having been taken prisoner near Cevolla, on the 
27th July, previous to the action, and having been allowed to come away. 
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le reports tliat the British officers and soldiers who were wounded are 
loing remarlcably well; and are well fed and taken care of; indeed, he 
lays, preferable to the French troops, 

I propose to send Lieut. Col. Waters with anotherflag of truce to-morrow 
svoning, and a letter to the Commander in Chief of tlie French army, 
requesting that a sum of money, which I shall send, may be given to the 
officers ; and I shall endeavor to establish a cartel of exchange as soon as 
possible. 

To Yisc. Cssflereagli. Tmxillo, iilst Aug, 1800. 

Gen. Cuosta moved his head quarters from the neighbourhood of the 
bridge of Arzobispo, on the night of the 1th inst., to Peraleda de Garbin, 
leaving an advanced guard consisting of 2 divisions of infantry, and the 
■Duque de Alburquerque’s division of cavalry, for the defence of the 
passage of the Tagus at this point. The French cavalry passed the Tagus 
at a ford immediately above the biddge, at half past one in the afternoon 
of the 8th, and surprised this advanced guard, which retired, leaving 
behind them all their cannon, as well as those in the batteries constructed 
for the defence of the bridge. Gen. Cuesta then moved his head quarters 
to the Mesa de Ibor on the evening of the 8th, having his advanced guard 
at Bohonal. Ho resigned the command of the army on the 12th, on 
account of the had state of his health, and the command has devolved 
upon Gen. Eguia. The head quarters of the Spanish army are now at 
Deleytosa. 

It appears that a detachment of Venegas’ army had some success against 
the enemy in an attack made upon it in the neighbourhood of Aranjuez 
on the 5th inst.: Gen. Venegas was then at Ocaha, and he had deter- 
mined to retire towards the Sierra Morena; and after the 5th, he had 
moved in tliat direction. He returned, however, towards Toledo, with an 
intention of attacking the enemy on the 12th inst. ; but on the 11th, the 
enemy attacked him with Sebastiani’s corps, and 2 divisions of Victor’s, 
in the neighbourhood of Almonacid. The action appeal’s to have lasted 
some hours ; but the French having at last gained an advantage on Gen. 
Venegas’ left, he was obliged to retire, and was about to resume his posi- 
tion in the mountains of the Sierra Morena. 

On the 9th, 10th, and 11th, large detachments of the French troops, 
which had come from Plasencia, returned to that quai'ter ; and on the 
12th, they attacked and defeated Sir R. Wilson in the Puerto de Banos, 
on their return to Salamanca, It appears now, tliat the French force in 
this part of Spain is distributed as follows: Marshal Victor’s corps is 
divided between Talavera and La Mancha ; Sebastiani’s is in La Mancha; 
Marshal Mortier’s at Oropesa, Arzobispo, and Nnvalmoral; Marshal Soult’s 
at Plasencia; and Marshal Ney’s at Salamanca. 

From this distribution of their forces, it is obvious that they do not 
intend, at present, to undertake any oiTonsivo operation : if any, it will be 
upon the right in La Mancha ; at the same time tliat if the combined armies 
were in a situation to be enabled to undertake any thing, they would ex- 
perience groat difficulty in the operation, and might be exposed to the 
same misfortune os tliat which stopped them lately, and deprived them of 
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the fruits of their victory at Talavera. But, from what follows, your 
Lordship will observe, that the British part of the army, at least, is incst- 
pable of undertaking any thing i and that the distress for want of provisions, 
and its effects, have at last obliged me to move towards the frontiers of 
Portugal, in order to refresh my troops. 

In my former dispatches, I have informed your Lordship of our distress 
for the want of provisions and means of transport. These wants, which 
were the first cause of the loss of many advantages after the 22d July, 
which were made known to the government, and were actually known by 
them on the 20th of last month, still exist in an aggravated degree, and 
have produced all the evil effects upon the health and efiSciency of the 
army which might have been expected from them. 

Since the 22d of last month, when the Spanish and British armies 
joined, the troops have not received 10 days’ bread ; on some days they 
have received nothing ; and for many days together only meat, without 
salt : frequently flour instead of bread, and scarcely ever more than one 
third, or at most half, of a ration. The cavalry and the horses of the army 
have not received, in the same time, three regular deliveries of forage, 
particularly of barley, the only wholesome subsistence for a horse in this 
country ; and the horses have been kept alive by what they could pick up 
for themselves, for which they have frequently been obliged to go from 
12 to 20 miles’ distance, pai’ticularly lately. 

During a great part of this time, at least till the 4th or 5th of this 
month, I know that the Spanish army received their regular rations daily : 
after they lost the bridge of Arzobispo, I believe they were in want for 
some days ; but since they have come through the passes of the mountains, 

I know, from the best authority, that of Gen. Eguia, that the Spanish 
cavalry have been supplied daily with at least half a ration of barley, and 
I believe the troops have received their regular allowance of bread. 

The consequence of these privations upon the British army has been the 
loss of many horses of the cavalry and artillery. We lost 100 in the 
cavalry last week ; and we now want 1000 horses to comxjlete the 6 regi- 
ments of dragoons, besides about 700 that are sick, and will probably be 
fit for service only after a considerable period of rest and good food. The 
horses of tlse ai'tillery are also much diminished in numbers, and are 
scarcely able to draw the guns. 

The sickness of the army, from the same cause, has increased consider- 
ably ; particularly among the officers, who have fared no better than the 
soldiers ; and have had nothing but water to drink, and frequently nothing 
but meat without salt to eat, and seldom any bread, for the last month. 
Indeed, there are few, if any, officers or soldiers of the army who, 
although doing their duty, are not more or less affected by dysentery, 
and the whole lie out, and nothing can be got for them in this port of the 
country. 

To these circumstances I must add, that I have not been able to procure 
means of transport of any description since my arrival in l^ain. I was 
obliged to employ the largest proportion of the carts in the army, whether 
they carried money or ammunition, to convey the wounded soldiers to the 
hospital at Elvas ; and the ammunition which was laid down at Mesa de 
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)r and Deleytoaa was delivered to the Spanish General. The few carts 
ich remained in the array were required to move the sick we have at 
isent, aird I have been obliged to leave heliind me the remainder of the 
erve ammunition, which I have also given to the Spimish troops ; and 
[ had waited longer, I should not have been able to move at all without 
ving the sick behind. Under these circumstances, I determined to 
jak up on the 20th from .Taraicojo, where I had had my head quarters 
ce the 1 1th, with the advanced posts on the Tagus, near the bridge of 
maraz, and to fall back upon tlie frontiers of Portugal ; where I hope 
hall he supplied with every tiling I want. 

1 have given your Lordship only an outline of the distresses of the 
ny. You will find the details of them in my correspondence with the 
itish ministers at Seville, copies of which, I conclude, they will send 
me to the Foreign office. 

Your Lordship will observe, that from the dispersed situation of the 
ench array, and the losses the enemy has sustained, the Spanish troops 
! not likely to suffer any inconvenience from our absence ; but I assure 
ur Lordship that if I had been certain that tiie enemy could and would 
ack the Spaniards on the day after my departure, I could not, with 
nice to the army, have remained any longer ; and there is not a General 
icer in the army who has not repeatedly represented the lamentable and 
glected situation in which we were placed, and the absolute necessity 
lich existed that I should withdraw from Spain altogethei-. 

Vise. Castlereagh. Trimllo, 2l8t Aug. 1809. 

My dispatches of this date will give you an unpleasant account of our 
nation in this country, than which nothing indeed can be worse j we 
int every thing and can get nothing ; and we oi'e treated in no respect 
we ought to be ; and I might almost say not even as friends. However, 
icknowledge that I go with regret, and I wish that I had been able to 
y a little longer, not that I think I could have done much good, for I am 
ivinced that we should not have been able to resume the offensive. 

Our own cavalry and artillery are very low indeed ; Cuesta’s army is 
ich weakened. I understand Ihat it has lost 10,000 men since it crossed 
s Tagus, although not 500 in action ; whole corps, officers and all, have 
handed and gone off. If we could have fed, and have got up the con- 
ion of our horses, we might probably, after some time, have struck a 
lliant blow upon Soult at Plasencia; or upon Mortier in the centre; 
t till there should be a force in the centre of Spain capable of keeping 
check Ney’s corps, and probably Soult's, or of alarming Joseph for 
idrid, or till we could put a force in Banos on which we could depend, 
could not hope to make any progress with the offensive in this 
u’ter. 

The Marques de la Romana, who alone has numbers, has neitlior cavalry 
f artillery, and cannot venture to quit the mountains; and ho, I under- 
nd, was still at Coruna on the 5th ; and we could depend upon nothing 
oepting British to keepNey, and eventually, Soult, out of Estremadura, 
;er what I have seen of Spanish troops. 

I shall not now answer your letter respecting the discipline of the 
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army, notwithstanding that I am more than ever convinced that some- 
thing is necessary to be done. 


ne A.O. to Major , Capt. , Lieut. — , — r^tt., LMon. 21at Aug. 1809. 

Having laid your letter of the 16tli inst before his Excellency the Commander 
of the Forces, 1 am directed to acquaint you that it was with no little surprise he 
learned of your having, with other officers, proceeded to Lisbon without applying 
for leave through tlie regular channels. Su<m instances of impropriety on the part 
of officers who happen to he wounded in action cannot fail, in the course of a cam- 
paign, to be in the h^hest degree prejudicial to tlte good discipline, regularity, and 
order of the army. He very much doubts whether the order, as you mention, was 

ever given by Col. ; at all events, it must have been done entirely on his own 

responsibility, and as such, would naturally have been reported by him. His Ex- 
cellency desires you will, together with all officers who have behaved with this 
shameful irregularity, proceed immediately to the general hospital at Elvas, report- 
ing your arrival there to me, for his information, as also yourself to the Inspector 
of hospitals. 


An Quarticr G^nfral de I'sjmfe Anglaise, 
An MatCchal Mortier, Hue de Tcevise. ce 22 Aoftt, 1809. 

J’ai eu I’honneur de recevoir la lettre que vous m’avez dcrite, et je vous 
auis bien obligd de la promesse que vous m’y faites d’avoir soin des blesses 
de I’armde Anglaise, qui vous sont tombds dans les mains. M. le Com- 
missaire Dillon est aussi arrivd il y a quelques jours, et m’a fait grand 
plaisir en m’apprenant les bontds que vous avez pour ces braves officiers 
et soldats. 

Jo vous envoie encore le Col. Waters, a qui j'ai donnd 139 oncos 
d’Espagne ou 500 livres sterling ; et je vous serai bien obligd si vous 
voulez permettre que cette somme soit donnde au plus ancien des officiers 
Anglais, avec ordre de la distribuer parmi les autres officiers et les chi- 
rurgiena qui sont prisonniers. Je vous prie aussi de permettre qu’il 
m’envoie un rndmoire, avec les noms de ceux auxquels il aura donnd 
I’argent, et la somme qu’il a denude & chacun. Je vous serai bien obligd 
si vous voulez laisser partir sur sa parole tout officier qui sera suffisam- 
ment rdtabli j et si vous voulez dtablir un debange, je m’engagerai a faire 
renvoyer en France autant du mdme rang d’officiers et de soldats que vous 
me renverrez, et vous nommerez ceux qui retoumeront en France. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Miajados, 22d Aug. 1809. 

I have this day had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s dispatch 
of the 20th inst. My former letters will have apprised your Excellency 
that I was aware that Marshal Ney’s corps was gone to Salamanca. In 
respect to the intelligence from Gen. Yenegas, it appears to me that the 
enemy have no intention to make any progress in that quarter beyond the 
foot of the mountains. If they entertained any intention of proceeding 
farther, they would have gone in greater strength. 

Whatever may be the enemy’s designs in ffiat quarter, my former dis- 
patches must have convinced your Excellency that I was unable to co- 
operate in any movement in this quarter, which should have for its object 
to draw the enemy from La Mancha, or indeed in any movement of any 
description, excepting that which I am now making ; having no provisions, 
no stores, no means of transport ; being overloaded with sick ; the horses 
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the cavalry being scarcely able to march, or those of the artillery to 
aw the guns ; and the oflScers and soldiers being worn down by want of 
od, and privations of every description. 

The Spanish ministers cannot have adverted to what I have frequently 
peated to them through different channels since the llth of last month, 
s. : that if I were not supplied with what I required, not only I could 
it co-operate in any forward movement, but must withdraw from Spain ; 
they could not give credit to the existence of tlie wants of the British 
my ; or they must believe me to be so exceedingly desirous of serving 
era, that whatever might be the consequences to the army, I should 
ake it march and fight so long as two men should remain together, 
obody feels more disappointed and hurt than I do, tliat so little attention 
IS been paid to the demands which I have frequently made ; and what- 
'er may be the consequence of the steps which I have been compelled 
take, I am in no manner responsible for them. 

I have now proceeded 3 marches to the rear from Jaraicejo since the 
)th, and have not met a supply of any description on its way to the army ; 
that if I had remained at Jaraicejo so long, it would have been the 26th 
sfore the army would have received any of the supplies from Seville ; 
id yet Don L. de Calvo undertook that the army should be fully supplied 
t every day after the 1 9th, and was much surprised tliat I had no confidence 
his promises of the arrival of supplies, respecting the progress of which 
Mn the road, or even of their quitting Seville, he hod no information. 

1 Marquis Wellesley. Merida, 34th Aug. 1809. 

I have not lost a moment in replying to your dispatch which I received 
the night. 1 think you will agree with me in opinion that it is best 
at I should have no more communication with the Spaniards, although 
is by no means necessary, nor do I intend, to hurry into Portugal. 

I have just heard that the Junta have ordered Gen. Eguia to move to 
e rear. I do not understand from his letters to Col. O’Lawlor whether 
at movement is to be made with or without my sanction ; but I have 
isired Col. O’Lawlor to say that I have written to Seville to express my 
sagreement in opinion with the person who proposed the movement, and 
recommend to Gen. Eguia not to move till we hear further. If he 
ould not think of commencing bis movement till to-morrow, I shall be 
time to stop him. 


0. McaoIIIii, SSd Aug. ISOS. 

1. Oflicers commanding divisions and brigades will be pleased to take measures to pre- 
nt tlie women and fallowers of (lie army buying up the bread wbicli is prepared fur the 
diers* rations : this practice, carried on in the inrgular manner os it is at present, must 
limalely prejudice the soldiers, and prevent the regular supply of bread. 

F. o. Medellin, 98d Aug. 1809. 

rhe women of the army must be prevented from purchasing bread in the villages within 
cagnes of the station of any division of the army ; when any woman wants to purcliase 
lad, she must ask the olliccr of the comiiany to wliich she belongs for a passpurl, wliich 
1 st ho countersigned by the Commanding ullicer of the regiment. Any woman found 
til bread in her possession, purchiucd nt any plnco nearer than Sicngues, will be deprived 
tile brood by tbc Frovost, or bis assistants ; os will any woman who goes out of camp to 
itchase bread without a passport. Women who will have'hccii diecovored disulieying this 
4er, will not be allowed to receivo rations. 
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I believe 70U were not aware how we stood with the Spaniards with 
respect to any agreement, when you wrote to me your private letter of 
the 22d. In fact, we are under no agreement to furnish any troops. 

To Marquis "Wellesley. Merida, !Hth Aug. 1800. 

I had the honor of receiving last night, at Medellin, your Excellency’s 
dispatch, marked G, and dated the 22d inst. 

From all that I have heard of the state of the government of Seville, I 
am not surprised that they should have been astonished and alarmed, when 
they heard that I had at last determined to adopt "the measure which I had 
so frequently informed them I should adopt. Although I was desirous to 
avoid, as long as possible, withdrawing into Portugal, and certainly re- 
mained in the position upon the Tagus so long as it was practicable, and 
longer probably than was consistent with the anxiety which I have always 
felt for the welfare and comfort of the troops placed under my command, 
I am of opinion that, having been compelled to withdraw, it becomes a 
question for serious consideration, whether any circumstances should now 
induce me to remain in Spain, and to hold out hopes of further co-opera- 
tion witli the Spanish troops, to be decided on grounds very different from 
those which were to lead to a decision whether, being joined in co-opera- 
tion with the Spanish army, I ought or ought not to separate from them. 

I beg to lay my ideas upon that point before your Excellency, and to 
request the aid of your superior judgment to enable me to decide upon it, 
in the manner which will be most beneficial to the national interests. 
When the two armies were joined, this implied engagement existed be- 
tween them, that so long as the operations were conducted by mutual 
consent, they were to continue in co-operation ; and I should not have 
considered myself justified in separating from the Spanish army, unless 
Portugal should evidently have required the protection of the British 
armyj or unless the Spanish army should have been under the necessity 
of adopting a line of operation, to follow which would separate me from 
Portugal ; or, unless driven, as I was, to separate by necessity ; or, unless 
the Spanish army had again behaved so ill, as a military body, as it did in 
its shameful flight from the bridge of Arzobispo. I conceived this last 
case would have made it so notorious that it was necessary for me to 
separate, that I had determined that it should induce a separation equally 
with the occurrence of any of the other three ; and I should have stated 
it broadly and fairly, as my reason for withdrawing the British army 
from all communication with a body endowed with qualities as soldiers 
in a degree so far inferior to themselves. 

Your Excellency "will observe that my conduct in continuing with the 
Spanish army would have been guided by a fair view of our reciprocal 
situation, and by a consideration of what they might understand to be an 
engagement to act with them, so long as it was consistent with the order- 
I had received, ‘ to consider my army applicable to the defence of Por- 
tugal,’ with which orders the Spanish government are fully acquainted. 
At the present moment, however, I have been compelled to sepai-ate from 
the Spanish army ; and the question now is, whether I shall place myself 
in co-operation with them again. 
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rhe first point wliicli 1 should wish your Excellency to consider is the 
erenoe of tlie reasoning by which the decision of this question must be 
ded, from that which I have above stated would have guided, and did 
fact guide me in the decision of the other. In that cose I considered 
I armies to be under an implied engagement to each other, not to sepa- 
e excepting on certain defined or easily definable grounds ; hut in this 
le there is positively no engagement of any description. There is none 
tlie treaty between His Majesty and the Spanish government : there is 
ae expressed or implied by me. Indeed, the argument would lead the 
ler way ; for His Majesty, having offered the Spanish government the 
vices of his army upon certain conditions, the conditions were refused ; 
i it must have been understood that His Majesty would not give the 
L of his army ; and accordingly His Majesty has never ordered, but has 
ly permitted me to carry on such operations in Spain as I might think 
jper, upon my own responsibility, and as were consistent with the safety 
Portugal. 

rile question then comes before me to be decided as a new one, whether 
hall again join in co-operation with the Spanish army. I must here 
:c into consideration, as I did upon the first occasion, tlie objects of such 
-operation, the means which exist of attaining those objects, and the risks 
hall incur of loss to ray army, and of losing sight of Portugal ; for 
i defence of which country the British army has been sent to the 
ninsula. 

The object held out in your Excellency’s dispatch, and which I consider 
only the first and immediate object (for I am convinced your Excel- 
icy must look to offensive operations as soon as the means shall be pre* 
red for them), is the defence of the Guadiana. Upon this point I must 
brm your Excellency that, in my opinion, the Guadiana is not to be 
fended by a weaker army against a stronger. It is fordable in very 
my places, and it affords no position that I know of ; and the result of 
thdrawing the Spanish army from its present position to that which has 
sn proposed to your Excellency for them, would be to expose them to 
defeated before I could assist them. 

The Spanish army is at this moment in die best position in this part 
the country, which they ought to hold against any force that can be 
lught against them, if they can hold any thing. As long as they con- 
ue in it, they cover effectually the passages of the Guadiana, which they 
uld not cover by the adoption of any other position j and their retreat 
m it, ill case of accident, must always be secure. There is no chance 
their being attacked by superior numbers. I have reason to believe 
t Soult, as well as Ney, has passed through the mountains into Costille ; 

L there remain only Mortier’s corps, and 2 divisions of Victor’s in 
iremadura; the total of which force cannot amount to 2J),000 men. 
fhe subsistence of the Spanish army in their prcsoiit position, par- 
alarly now that wo have withdrawn, cannot bo very difficult, Upon 
whole, then, I recommend that they should continue in their present 
lition as long as possible, sending away to BadajoK the bridge of boats, 
icli is still opposite to Alraaraz. 

/Vooording to this reasoning, it does not appear to be necessary, and 
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it is not very desirable, that the British army should be involved in the 
defence of the Guadiona, 

But it might be asked, Is there no chance of resuming the oSensive ? 
In answer, I have to observe, that at present I see none, and hereafter cer- 
tainly none. Your Excellency is informed of the history of the causes 
which led to the late change in our operations, from the offensive, after 
a victory, to defensive. The same causes would certainly exist if we 
were to recommence our operations. The French have as many troops as 
we have ; indeed I am not certain that they are not now superior to us in 
numbers, as they are certainly, at least to the Spanish army, in discipline 
and every military quality. Unless we could depend upon the troops 
employed to keep the passes of tlie mountains, vve could not prevent the 
French corps in Gastille from coming upon our rear, while those in 
Estremadura and La Mancha would be in our front. But I certainly can 
never place any reliance upon the Spanish troops to defend a pass ; and I 
could not venture to detach from the British army, British troops in 
sufficient numbers to defend the passes of Banos and Perales. Even if we 
could, however, by the defence of those passes, prevent the enemy from 
attacking us in the rear, we could not prevent him from penetrating by the 
passes of Guadarrama or Avila, and adding to the numbers in our front. 

To this add, that there are no troops in the north of Spain which could 
be employed to make a diversion. Blake has lost bis army ; the Marques 
de la Eomana is still in Galicia j and he cannot venture to quit the moun- 
tains, having neither cavalry nor artillery; the Duque del Parque has 
very few troops ; and, as he has shown lately, he does not like to risk 
them at a distance from Ciudad Rodrigo. 

But I come now to another topic, which is one of serious consideration, 
and has considerable weight in ray judgment upon this whole subject, and 
that is the frequent, I ought to say constant, and shameful misbehavior 
of the Spanish troops before the enemy. We in England never hear of 
their defeats and flights ; but I have heard of Spanish ofScers telling of 
19 and 20 actions of the description of that at the bridge of Arzobispo, an 
account of which has, I believe, never been published. 

In the battle of Talavera, in which the Spanish army, with very trifling 
exceptions, was not engaged, whole corps threw away their arms, and ran 
oflF in my presence, when they were neither attacked nor threatened with 
an attack, but frightened, I believe, by their own fire. I refer your 
Excellency for evidence upon this subject to Gen. Cuesta’s orders, in 
which, after extolling the gallantry of liis army in general, he declares his 
intention to decimate the runaways, an intention which he afterwards car- 
ried into execution. 

When these dastardly soldiers run away, they plunder every thing they 
meet ; and in their flight from Talavera, they plundered the baggage of the 
British army, which was at the moment bravely engaged in their cause. 

I can easily conceive the unwillingness of officers in command, or acting 
witli troops, to report their misbehavior in presence of the enemy, for 
where the troops misbehave no honor can be acquired ; and in this way I 
account for the numerous histories we have of the bravery of the Spanish 
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troops. I have found, upon inquiry and from experience, the instances of 
the misbehavior of the Spanish troops to bo so numerous, and those of 
their good behavior so few, that I must conclude that they arc troops by 
no means to be depended upon ; and tlien the question again arises, 
whether, being at liberty to join in co-operation with those troops or not, 
I ought again to risk tlie King’s army i‘ 

There is no doubt whatever, but that every thing that is to bo done 
must be done by us ; and certainly the British army cannot be deemed 
sufficiently strong to be the only acting efficient military body to be 
opposed to a French array consisting of not less than 10,000 men. 

Upon every ground, therefore, of objects, means, and risks, it is my 
opinion that I ought to avoid entering into any further co-operation with 
the Spanish armies ; and that, at all events, your Excellency should avoid 
holding out to the government any hope that I would consent to remain 
within the Spanish frontier, witli any intention of co-operating in futui'c 
with the Spanish troops. 

At the same time I see the difficulty in which the government may be 
placed. Their army may be seized ■with one of those panic terrors to 
which they are liable, and may run off and leave every thing exposed to 
instant loss. To which I answer, tlmt I am in no hurry to withdraw from 
Spain. I want to give my troops food and refreshment, and I shall not 
withdraw into Portugal, at all events, till I shall have received your Ex- 
cellency’s sentiments upon what I have submitted to your judgment. If 
1 should withdraw into Portugal, I shall go no farther than the frontier 
(but to this I should not wish to engage) ; and I shall bo so near, that the 
enemy will not like to venture across the Guadiana, unless ho comes in 
very large force indeed, having me upon his flank and his rear. I shall 
in effect, therefore, be as useful to the Spanish government within the 
Portuguese frontier as I should be in the position which bos been pro- 
posed to your Excellency ; and indeed more useful, as I expect that the 
nearer I shall move to Portugal, the more efficient I shall become j at the 
same time that by going within the Portuguese frontier, I clear myself 
entirely of the Spanish army ; and shall have an opportunity hereafter of 
deciding whether I shall co-operate with them at all, in what manner, and 
to what extent, and under what conditions, according to the circumstances 
of the moment. 

P. S. Since writing the above, Lieut. Col. O’Lawlor has received a 
letter from Gen. Eguia, stating that he has received orders from the 
government to retire upon Villa Nueva de In Serena, in consequence of 
the movement made by the troops under my command. If ho should 
retire so far, it will be necessary that he should fall back still farther to 
Monasterio, having no position upon the Guadiana, 

I have also to observe to your Excellency, tliat oven if I should j-omain 
in Spain, it will be impossible for mo to toko up tlio position wliicb it has 
been proposed to your Excellency that I should take up ,* as, in case of 
the furthei’ retreat of tlie Spanisli army, I should find it difficult to got 
back into Portugal, Indeed, at all events, the best way for me to cover 
the Guadiana and Seville is by a position on tho enemy's flank. 
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Ti> ViiC. Castlereagh, Merida, 29tli Aug, 1809. 

I received by Mr. Hay, on the day before yesterday, your letter of the 
4tb Aug,, and having for some time past turned my mind very seriously 
to the consideration of the points to which it relates, I am not unprepared 
to give you an opinion upon them. 

The information which I have acquired in the last two months has 
opened my eyes respecting the state of the war in the Peninsula ; and I 
shall just state a few facts which will enable the King’s ministers to form 
their own opinions upon it. 

I calculate the French force in the Peninsula now to consist of about 
125,000 men : of this number, about *70,000 are in this part of Spain ; 
St, Cyr’s corps, about 20,000 men, are engaged in the siege of Gerona ; 
Suchet’s, about 14,000, in Aragon ; and the remainder are employed in 
different garrisons, such as Avila, &c., and in keeping up the communica- 
tion with France : all of which, if necessary, are disposable for the field. 
These 125,000 men are exclusive of the garrisons of Pamplona, Barce- 
lona, &c. &c. These troops, you will observe, are all in Spain ; and 
against this force the Spaniards have, under Venegas and Eguia, late 
Cuesta’s army, about 50,000 men j Romans, the Duque del Piu-que, end 
every thing to the northward, about 25,000 ; Blake may have gotten to- 
gether again about 5000 or 6000 ; and I believe there is nothing in Aragon 
and Catalonia, excepting an armed population. 

Thus, the Spaniards have not, at the end of 18 months nearly, after the 
commencement of the revolution, above 80,000 men, of which the com- 
position and quality will be found still more defective than the numbers 
are deficient to carry on the contest with the French even in their present 
strength. To these numbers add all the troops we can bring into the field 
at present, which are about 25,000 men, and about 10,000 Portuguese, 
and you will see that tbe allies are, at this moment, inferior in point of 
numbers only to the enemy in the Peninsula. However, in this account 
of the troops of the allies, 1 do not reckon many garrisons and towns, 
occupied by both Spaniards and Portuguese ; nor do I reckon the French 
garrisons. I count only those men on both sides who can be brought into 
the field to fight. 

In respect to the composition of these armies, we find the French well 
supplied with troops of the difierent descriptions and arms required ; viz., 
infantry, artillery, and cavalry, heavy and light. Cuesta’s army had about 
*7000 cavalry, Venegas’ about 3000, and there may be about 2000 more 
cavalry distributed throughout Spain. The English have about 2500 
cavalry left, and the Portuguese army may have 500 or 600. Probably, 
if all this cavalry were efiicient, and could be divided as it ought to be, it 
might be sufficient, and might be found more numerous than that of the 
French in the Peninsula : but you will observe that all the cavalry is now 
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3. The army must not take focage for themselves, but must get it from the Commissary 
according to the usual mode, by sending in returns of the number of animals for which 
forage is required, and receiving from him the regular rations $ or if forage cannot be pro- 
vided in that modei and it is necessary it should be taken tl’om the fields, it must be takeu 
according to tlie G. O. of the I7th June, 1809. 
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in the south, and Romana’s army (which it is most important to bring 
forward, as unless it is brought forward the allies can never make any 
impression on the French to the southward) lias neither cavalry nor artil- 
lery, and cannot quit the mountains j neidier has the Duque del I’arque 
more than one regiment, or Blake more than the same number. 

I come now to the description of the trotips, and hern I am sorry to say 
that our allies fail ns still more than they do in numbers and composition. 
The Spanish cavalry are, I believe, nearly entirely without disciiiline. 
They are in general well clothed, lunncd, and accoutred, and remarkably 
well mounted, and their horses arc in good condition ; 1 mean those of 
Eguia’s army, which I have seen. But I have never heard any body pro- 
tend that in any one instance they have behaved as soldiers ought to do 
in presence of an enemy. They make no scruple of running off, and after 
an action are to bo found in every village and every shady bottom within 
50 miles of the field of battle. The Spanish artillery are, as far as I 
have seen of tlrem, entirely unexceptionable, and the Portuguese artillery 
excellent. 

In respect to the great body of all armies, I mean the infantry, it is 
lamentable to see how bad that of the Spaniards is, and how unequal to a 
contest with the French. They are armed, I believe, well ; they arc badly 
accoutred, not having the moans of saving their ammunition from the 
rain j not clothed in some instances at nil, in others clothed in such a 
manner ns to make them look like peasants, which ought of all things to 
be avoided; and their discipline appears to me to bo confined to placing 
them in the ranks, three deep at very close order, and to the manual 
nxcrcise. 

It is impossible to calculate upon any operation with these ti'oops. It 
is said that sometimes they behave well ; though I acknowledge that I 
have never seen them behave otherwise tlinn ill. Bassecourt’s corps, 
which was supposed to bo the best in Guesta’s army, and was engaged on 
our left in the mountains, at the battle of Talavera, was kept in check 
throughout the day by one French battalion : this corps has since run 
away from the bridge of Arzobispo, leaving its guns ; and many of the 
men, according to the usual Spanish custom, throwing away tlioir arms, 
accouti’ements, and clothing. It is a curious circumstance respecting this 
affair at Arzobispo (in which Soult writes that the French took 30 pieces 
of cannon), that the Spaniards ran off in such a hurry, that they loft their 
cannon loaded and unspiked; and that the French, although they drove 
the Spaniards from the bridge, did not think themselves strong enough to 
push after them; and Col. Waters, whom I sent in with a flag of truce on 
tlie 10th, relating to our wounded, found the cannon on the road, aban- 
doned by the one party, and not taken j)ossession of, and probably not 
known of, by the other. 

This practice of running away, and tlirowing off arms, accoutrements, 
and clothing, is fatal to every tiling, excepting a ro-nsscinbly of the men 
in a slate of nature, who as regularly perform the same manoiuvre the 
next time an occasion offers. Nearly 2000 ran off on thn evening of the 
27^1 from the battle of Talavera (not 100 yards from the place wboro I 
was standmg), who were neitlier attacked, nor threatened with an attack. 
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and who were frightened only by the noise of their own fire ; they left their 
arms and accoutrements on the ground, their officers went with them ; and 
they, and the fugitive cavalry, plundered the baggage of the British 
ai-my which had been sent to the rear. Many others went whom I did 
not see. 

Nothing can be worse than the officers of the Spanish army ; and it is 
extraordinary that when a nation has devoted itself to war, as this nation 
has, by the measures it has adopted in the last 2 years, so little progress 
has been made in any one branch of the military profession by any in- 
dividual, and that the business of an army should be so little understood. 
They are really children in the art of war, and I cannot say that they do 
any thing as it ought to be done, with the exception of running away 
and assembling again in a state of nature. 

I really believe that much of this deficiency of numbers, composition, 
discipline, and efficiency, is to be attributed to the existing government of 
Spain. They have attempted to govern the Kingdom in a state of revolu- 
tion, by an adherence to old rules and systems, and with the aid of what is 
called enthusiasm ; and this last is, in fact, no aid to accomplish any thing, 
and is only an excuse for the irregularity with which every thing is done, 
and for the want of discipline and subordination of the armies. People are 
very apt to believe that enthusiasm carried the French through their revo- 
lution, and was the parent of those exertions which have nearly conquered 
the world ; but if the subject is nicely examined, it will be found that 
enthusiasm was the name only, but that force was the instrument which 
brought forward those great resources under the system of terror which 
first stopped the allies ; and that a perseverance in the same system of 
applying every individual and every description of property to the service 
of the army, by force, has since conquered Europe. 

After this statement, you will judge for yourselves, whether you will 
employ any, and what strength of army, in support of the cause in Spain. 
Circumstances with which you are acquainted have obliged me to separate 
myself from the Spanish army, and I can only tell you that I feel no in- 
clination to join in co-operation with them again, upon my own responsi- 
bility ; and that I shall see my way very clearly before me indeed, before 
I do so ; and I do not recommend you to have any thing to do with them 
in their present state. 

Before I quit this part of the subject, it may be satisfactory to you to 
know that I do not think matters would have been much better if you had 
sent your large expedition to Spain, instead of to the Scheldt. You could 
not have equipped it in Galicia, or any where in the north of Spain. If 
we had had 60,000 men, instead of 20,000, in all probability we should 
not have got to Talavera to fight the battle, for want of means and provi- 
sions. But if we had got to Talavera, we could not have gone farther, 
and the armies would probably have separated for want of means of sub- 
sistence, probably without a battle ; but certainly afterwards. Besides, 
you will observe that your 40,000 men, supposing them to be equipped 
and means to exist of feeding them, would not compensate for the defi- 
ciency of numbers, of composition, and of efficiency in the Spanish armies; 
and that supposing they h^ been able to remove the French from Madrid, 
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they could not have removed them from the Peninsula, even in the exist- 
ing state of the French force. 

I now come to anotlier branch of the subject, which is Portugal itself. 
I have not got from J3eresford his report upon the present, and the pro- 
bable future, state of the Portuguese army ; and therefore I should wish to 
be understood as writing, upon this part of tlie subject, liable to correc- 
tions from him. 

My opinion is, and always has been, that the mode of applying the 
services of the English oflicers to the Portuguese army has been erroneous. 
I think that Beresford ought to have had the temporary assistance of the 
ablest officers the British service could atford ; that those olliccra ought 
not to have been posted to regiments in the Portuguese army, but under 
the title of ‘ Adjutants ’ to the Field Marshal, or any other, tiioy ought to 
have superintended discipline, military movements, and arrangements of 
all descriptions, wherever they might be ; fewer officers would then have 
answered his purpose, and every one given to him wo\ild have been useful ; 
wliereas many (all in the inferior ranks) we, under existing arrange- 
ments, useless. Besides this, the selection of officers sent out to Portugal 
for this service has been unlucky, and the decision on the questions which 
I sent to England on the Ith June has been made without reference to 
circmnstanccs, or to the feelings or opinions of the individuals on whom it 
was to operate ; and just like every other decision I have ever seen from 
the same quarter, as if men wore stocks and stones. To this, add that rank 
(Portuguese rank, I moan) has been given In the most capricious manner. 
In some instances, a man not in the army at all is made a Brigadier Gene- 
ral ; in others, another who was tlie senior of the Brigadier General when 
both were in the array, is a Lieutenant Colonel,- then a junior Lieutenant 
Colonel is made a Brigadier General, his senior a Colonel, and his senior 
a junior Colonel ; and there are instances of juniors being preferred to 
seniors in every rank ; in short, the Prince Kegeiit of Portugal is a des- 
potic prince, and his commissions have been given to British officers and 
subjects in the most arbitrary manner at the H orso Guards ; and tlie answer 
to all these complaints at the Horse Guards must be uniform, nobody has 
any right to complain ; the Prince Regent has a right to give to any body 
any commission he pleases, hearing any date ho chooses to assign to it. 
Tiie officers of this army have to a man quitted the Portuguese service, as 
I said they would, and there is not an officer who has joined it from 
England who would not quit it if we would allow him ; but here wo keep 
them : so much for that arrangement. 

The subject upon which particularly I wished Beresford to report, was 
the state of the Portuguese army in respect to its numbers. The troops 
have lately dcserled to an alarming degree j and, in fact, none of the regi- 
ments are complete. The Portuguese array is recruited by conscription 
constitutionally, very much in the same manner with the French army ; 
but tlien it must be recollected, that, for tlie last 50 years nearly, the troops 
have never left their province, and scarcely ever their native town ; 
and their discipline, and the labors and c.’tcrtion required from them, 
were nothing. Things are much altered lately, and notwithstanding 
that the pay has been increased, I fear that the animal is nut of the de- 
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scription to bear up against what is required of him ; and he deserts most 
terribly. 

The military forces stationed in the provinces enabled the civil govern- 
ment to carry into execution the conscription ; but, under present circum- 
stances, the military force is, upon principle, as well as necessity, removed 
to a distance. The civil government has been so frequently overthrown 
in all parts of Portugal that it can hardly be said to exist ; and there is 
another circumstance which I am afraid cramps its operations, particularly 
those operations which are to put a restraint upon the people, and that is, 
that they ai'e all armed, and they defy the civil magistrate and the govern- 
ment who order them to march as conscripts, whose authority is unsup- 
ported by a sufficient military force. I am, therefore, very apprehensive 
that Beresford will find it impossible to fill his ranks : however, as I said 
before, I should wish government to delay making their minds up on this 
part of the subject till I shall be enabled to send them Beresford’s report, 
for which I have called. 

The next point in tins subject is, supposing the Portuguese army to be 
rendered efficient, what can be done with it and Portugal, if the French 
should obtain possession of the remainder of the Peninsula ? My opinion 
is, that we ought to be able to hold Portugal, if the Portuguese army and 
militia are complete. The difficulty upon tliis sole question lies in the 
embarkation of the British army. There are so many entrances into Por- 
tugal, the whole country being frontier, that it would be very difficult to 
prevent the enemy from penetrating ; and it is probable that we should 
be obliged to confine ourselves to the preservation of that which is most 
important, the capital. 

It is difficult, if not impossible, to bring the contest for the capital to 
extremities, and afterwards to embark tlie British army. You will see 
what I mean, by a reference to die map. Lisbon is so high up the Tagus 
that no army that we could collect would be able at the same time to 
secure the navigation of the river by the occupation of both banks, and 
the possession of the capital. One of the objects must, I fear, be given 
up, and that which the Portuguese would give up would be the navigation 
of the Tagus ; and, of course, our means of embarkation. However, I 
have not entirely made up ray mind upon this interesting point. I have a 
great deal of information upon it, but I should wish to have more before 
I can decide upon it. 

In the mean time, I think that government should look to sending back 
at least the coppered transports, as soon as the grand expedition shall have 
done with them j and as they receive positive intelligence that Napoleon 
is reinforcing his armies in Spain : for you may depend upon it, that he 
and his Marshals must be desirous of revenging upon us the different 
blows we have given them ; and that when they come into the Peninsula, 
their first and great object will be to get the English out. 

I think the first part of my letter will give you my opinion respecting 
one notion you entertained, viz., that the Spaniards might be induced 
to give the command of their ai-mies to a British Commander in Chief. 
If such offer should be made to me, I shall decline to accept it till I 
shall receive His Majesty’s pleasure ; and I strongly recommend to you, 
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unless you mean to incur the risk of the loss of your army, not to have 
any thing to do with Spanish warfare on any ground whatever in tlie 
existing state of tilings. In respect to Cadiz, the fact is this, that the 
jealousy of all the Spaniards, even of those most attached to us, respecting 
Cadiz, is so rooted, that even if the government should cede that point 
(and in their present difficulties I should not ho surprised if they wore to 
cede it) to induce me to remain in Spain, I should not think any garrison 
which this army could spare to bo safe in the place. 

If you should talce Cadiz, you must lay down Portugal, and take up 
Spain ; you must occupy Cadiz with a garrison of from 15,000 to 20,000 
men, and you must send from Engltmd an army to be employed in tlie 
field with the Spaniards, and make Cadiz your retreat instead of Lisbon. 
You ought, along witli Cadiz, to insist upon the command of the armies 
of Spain. I think you would certainly be able in tliat case to get away 
your troops, secure the Spanish ships, &c. 

But you see from the facta in the commencement of this letter, how 
little prospect yoh. have of bringing tlie contest' to the conclusion for 
which wo all wish. 

I shall be very glad if you will send us the remount horses, and any 
regiment of dragoons that is to come, as soon as possible ; the best thing 
to do then, probably, would be to draft the horses of one of tlie regiments to 
complete the others, and send that regiment home dismounted. It would 
be very desirable also to send us 600 or 100 sets of horse appointments. 

To Marelml Beiesforil. Merida, 26tli Aug. 1809. 

I am very much obliged to you for the orders which you have given 
respecting the convalescents of tlie British army, and the stores belonging 
to the flying artillery, which you found at Gastello Branco. In respect 
to Gen. Lightbume’s brigade, if you do not want it, order him to go to 
Abrantes to occupy the huts in frant of that town, and to report to head 
quarters. 

I have been for some time very anxious respecting the description of 
officers who have been sent to you from England. I have always been 
of opinion that the most advantageous mode of using the English officers, 
who should be sent to Portugal, would have been not as regimental officers, 
but as a description of staff, unknown, I believe, to all armies excepting 
the French. They should liave been called ‘ Adjutants,’ or ‘ Adjutants 
General to the Field Mai'shal,’ and he should have placed them where he 
pleased, to superintend tlie discipline of individual corjis, the movements 
or operations of ai-niies, or any otlier operation, and their power should 
have been supreme, wherever he should think proper to employ them. 

The officers to be employed in this manner must have boon the bust the 
British service could afford, probably so like black swans, that tlie service 
could afford very few of them ; but fewer would have been required, and 
the service of all would have been efficient j whereas I suspect that the 
service of many of those you have got is not worth the expense, and that 
as the Portuguese will have become acquainbsd witli their ignorance and 
inefficiency, their respect for them will diminish. I recommend to you 
to turn tins notion of mine in your mind, and see whether you could not 
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engraft upon the present system, a system such as that which I have sug- 
gested to you. For instance, supposing that from among your officers of 
all ranks you were to select from 12 to 20 of the best to be employed, 
with any title you pleased, in the manner which I have proposed. Almost 
upon recollection, I could name 12 who might be so employed with ad- 
vantage ; some of whom are now of no use in the subordinate situa- 
tions in which they are placed, and the use of the others is extremely 
limited. 

The great objection to this plan is, the jealousy it would create among 
the Portuguese military. I should doubt, however, whether that jealousy 
would be greater than it is under the existing arrangement ; and I think 
in reason it ought not to be so great : at all events, this system would 
have the advantage of being efficient, your eye and directions being 
everywhere j whereas the other, with the instruments you have to work 
with, cannot he so. 


neA.G. to Col. Peacockt, LiAon. 26th Avg. 1800. 

I herewith enclose certificates of leave of absence for Capt. — , — ■ light dra- 
goons, and Lieut. , — dragoons, as also for Major , — regt. ; but yon will ac- 

quaint the latter officer his application for leave should have been made through you. 

With regard to yotur having the permission, on certified emergencies, to allow 
officers to proceed to England, the Commander of tho Forces by no means 
approves of it. 

To J. Murray, Esq., Commissary General. Merida, 27th Aug. 1809. 

As the army is about to return into Portugal, I wish you very much to 
turn your mind to tho state of its conveyances, upon which I am about to 
give you my opinion. The lines with which it is most important it should 
communicate are the direct line from Elvas to Lisbon, and that from 
Elvas to Ahrantes, I request you, therefore, as soon as possible to com- 
municate with the officers of the Portuguese government, respecting 
conveyances upon these roads, to be established upon the following prin- 
ciples : 

1st. That every carriage required should carry 600 lbs., and shall go a 
certain number of days’ journey, at a certain price, when it shall be in- 
variably relieved, and be allowed to go home. 

2dly. That these stages shall be fixed in reference to the conveniences 
of the country in assembling the number of waggons required, and that 

whenever days' notice is given to the proper office at Lisbon or 

Abrantes respectively, that any number of waggons axe wanted, they shall 


G. O. Merida, STtIt Aug. ISOS. 

i, Tlie Commander of the Farces begs to call the attention of the officers of the army to 
the orders of the 29th May, 1809. Gcueml officers commanding divisions and brigwes 
are requested to have the orderly books of tliose regiments examined which arrived in Por- 
tugal since the 1st May last, and they will have inserted in them, and read to the soldiers, 
all orders of regulations, if any there be, which iiave not been issued to them. 

8. Commanding officers of regiments are refened to ttie G. O. (No. 3, of die 31st May), 
requiring them to send in returns of hill-hooks, camp kettles, &o. 

9. As shirts and shoes for the army are on the rood from Lisbon, Commanding officers 
of regiments ore requested, as soon ns pussilile, to send in returns to the Q. M. G. of the 
nuinhet of shirts and paii-s of shoes they will letjuiie to comjilete eacii man witli two good 
siiirts anil two good pairs of shoes. 
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be ordered to be prepared, and shall be ready at the different stages upon 
the road. 

But besides these conveyances, which will be required to keep up the 
communication between the army (uid Abrantes and Lisbon, respectively, 
it will bo necessary to have witli and attached to the army from 300 to 
400 waggons with bullocks. 

It ajipcars to me that the host mode of procuring those last will be to 
contract for them with one of the great Portuguese contractors at Lisbon. 
The terms of this contract may either bo to supply the drivers with pro- 
visions, and the cattle with forage, or not. But I should prefer the first ; 
and you may engage to pay for those carts once a fortnight, keeping tlicm 
a fortnight in arrear. ' The contractor to keep a person with the army to 
manage these carts, and no cart to be paid for which is not fmaiishecl with 
a native driver. 

I wish you to communicate with Mr. Villiers on these points, and re- 
quest his assistance in both objects. 


To Marquis Wellesley. Merida, SStli Aug. 1800. 

I am anxious to receive your Excellency’s sentiments on the points 
discussed in my dispatch bf the 24th inst.. No. 14, as it will be necessary 
that I should make early arrangements to di'aw out of Portugal the sup- 
plies of ammunition, stores, and neceasmdes for the troops, which I have 
reason to believe are already collected at Elvas. Having been able to 
separate tlie array, the troops have received their regular rations since the 
25th inst., with the exception of the horses of die cavalry. 

I have to inform your Excellency, however, that none of the supplies, 
either of provisions or means of transport, which Don L. de Calvo in- 
formed me, and the Spanish ministers informed your Excellency, were so 
near the army, have yet reached Merida, which is at least four marches 
from Jaraicejo ; and I entertain doubts whetlier any of them wore even 
ordered, till your Excellency presented your first note to the ministers. 

The officers and troops are still very unhealthy, and I fear that I shall 
find it difficidt to remove them from hence to Elves, where the British 
hospital is established, for want of carriages, and I can get none hero. 
The loss of horses also continues to bo very great, on account of the ne- 
cessity of giving them wheat instead of barley. 

Thej^.G, to Idiul, CoL Macitnmn, 28th Aug. 1809. 

1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th from Elvas, together 
with its enclosures ; and I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to desire 
you will make me a particular report whether the mmiher of men retunied ‘ lit 
for duty,’ arc actuidly in a stale to join their regiments. This numher seems to 
exceed 1290; and it appears most cxtvuunliuary that so large a proportion of 
soldiers should have gone to the rear on such very slight cnse.s, and some proba- 
bly without being at nil ill, as to be so ivipidly lit for duty. You will call upon 

Capt. , — regt., to explain the ren.sun of his proceeding to Lisbon, wilhotit 

leave; and you will please to direct him immediately to join his batlidion, unless a 
medical ecrtillcate is sent, stating his inability. 


ThoA.G. to Brig, Gcii. Baroit Low, K.O.L. 29th Ang. 1800. 

1 have the honor to acknowledge die receipt of your letter of the 28th inst,, and 
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beg to infom you tliat it was not intended tliat the men in question sbould be 
received by the officer commanding the Legion against his consent. You will be 
pleased, therefore, to give directions that these men are sent to the Provost, who 
will take them in charge until an opportunity offers of sending them to Lisbon, 
and from thence to the Isle of Wight. 

To Marshal Bereaford. Merida, 30tli Aug. 1809. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 21^. I know of no change of 
circumstances which ought to occasion an alteration of the plan you had 
fixed upon for your troops ; and having once concurred in that plan, and 
having nothing to communicate to- you from this quarter, I have not 
written to you for some days. 

I should like to have Sir E. Wilson on this side the Tagus in our front. 
We must have somebody within the Spanish frontier ; and we ought to 
have with this army some troops belonging to the country. Sir Robert is 
much liked here, and I should prefer him to anybody else : I should wish 
you, therefore, if you can spore him, to send somebody else in front of 
the Portuguese army to Castello Branco and Penamacor ; but if you wish 
to keep Sir Robert, I shall not ask for him. Upon trial, I rather think 
the Portuguese are better than the Spaniards j at all events, with tlieir 
English officers. My plan now is to remain on the defensive, and not to 
enter into any plan of co-operation with the Spanish army of any descrip- 
tion (unless ordered from England) till I shall see defined objects and 
corresponding means to effect them. 

As affairs are now settled, the French have more troops that they can 
bring into the field than we have, including Bomana, who, from the want 
of artillery and cavalry, cannot quit the mountains. To this add, that the 
Spaiiish troops have no discipline, that tiiey are not efficient, that they 
are defective even in the spirit of troops : that they cannot be depended 
upon for any operation of any description, and that they want means 
of all kinds; and I believe it will he admitted, that unless I under- . 
take, with 25,000 British troops, to conquer Spain, I must either be 
satisfied with maintaining myself in Portugal as long as I can, or I 
must make up my mind to take upon my own shoulders the disgrace 
of the certain failure which must attend the military operations in 
Spain. 

You and I might make a very pretty little expedition into Castille, 
which we might concert with the military section of the Junto, and we 
should have the promise of all the Generals for their hearty co-operation. 
The French would then put 10,000 men at Almaraz, 5000 at Arzobispo, 
and 5000 at Toledo, which would effectually keep in check the Spanish 
army, and they would collect about 50,000 men in Castille to oppose us. 
There would thus he an end to this expedition. 

You shall have Mr. Rawlings whenever you please, and any otlier as- 
sistance that I can give you in that line : but we have lost some commis- 
saries, and others are sick ; and we are much less efficient in that branch 
than we were when I gave you this assistance before, although the dcniand 
for the service of commissaries is greater on account of the increased 
numbers of troops. 

In respect to the officers of cavalry, I can only say tliat when an officer 
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l)plieB to mo to go into tho Portuguese service, I must in such case in- 
uire -whether he can be spared from his regiment. We liave lost many 
lEcers, and a very great proportion are sick, and if 1 wore now calhsd 
ipon to answer, I should say that this array can spare none of any descrip- 
Lon j but I should wish to delay giving any answer till the request shall 
10 mode by any individual, when his particular case and tho demands of 
lis regiment will be considered. 

I think the complaints of B and C exceedingly unreasonable, 

idiculous, and improper. I do not see any greater objijction to making 
.n officer of an English gentleman than to making an officer of a Portu- 
[uese gentleman. They could not object to the latter, and yet they do to 

he former. I am not quite certain whether is not the best appoint- 

nent tliat has been made by the Horse Guards] and he is one of those I 
hould recommend to you to use, as I pointed out in my last letter. As 

or , his conduct is more extraordinary and improper than that of the 

ithors, and whatever may be done respecting them, he cannot bo allowed 
0 quit the service, for he got a step of promotion in the King’s service to 
nduce him to go into the Portuguese service. It would be a curious oir- 
mmstauce if he wore to say, ‘ Now that I am on English Lieut. Colonel 
md a Portuguese Colonel, tho Portuguese government shall not exercise 
he prerogative it has always exercised over the army, of making any 
jentlemon they pleased officers of any rank.’ 

I think that we ought to have at Villa Velha a bridge instead of a flying 
bridge. The only operation that the French can undertake, which can 
do Portugal any permanent mischief, is tho siege of Ciudad Kodrigo, and 
we must all move to prevent its success. The movement would bo mucli 
accelerated by having a bridge there instead of a flying one. I should not 
be surprised if they undertook this operation, for they can really do no- 
thing else. 


To Marshal Beresford. Merida, SOMi Aiig. 1809, 

I received yesterday your letter of tho 24th, and last night that of the 
28th. All your couriers have either gone, or will go to you this day. I 
dispatch one whenever I have any thing material to say to you ; but when 
there is no alteration on my aide the country, and none wished for on 
your’s, I do not think it necessary or proper to put the public to the ex- 
pense (no small one) of sending a courier. When you do not hear from 
me, you may depend upon it tliere is no alteration since tho last letter. 

I omitted in my letter of yesterday to recommend to keep your cavalry 
at Lisbon, or, at all events, somewhere upon the Tagus, or the Mondego, 
where they could draw their supplies from tho sea, or from a distance. We 
must look to tlie operations which wo may liave to carry on in the advanced 
season of the year, to the necessity which may exist of assembling large 
bodies of troops between the Mondego and the Tagus ; and we should take 
cai'e of tlie resources in that part of tlie country, particularly the straw. 
I beg you, therefore, to keep your cavalry out of it ; and if you have 
occasion to move tlmm through it, let it be in small bodies, mid by diirorenl 
routes. 

P.S. I wish that you would make out for govermneut a report on tho 
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present state of the Portuguese army and militia, stating particularly the 
prospect which exists of keeping the former complete in numbers. 

To W. Huskisson, Esq., Secretary to the Treasury. Merida, 30th Aug. 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 6th inst. You will have learned with 
great satisfaction that the market for bills has been much more productive 
of money lately at Lisbon, as well as at Cadiz and Gibraltar, than we had 
found it, or had reason to expect it would be on my first arrival in Portu- 
gal ; and I am convinced that we shall he able to go on without drawing 
any more specie from England, at least till you shall know the result of 
Mr. C. Johnstone’s speculation. 

I shall take care that you shall have from Mr. Murray all the informa- 
tion you require respecting our demands. 

I believe the greater part of the world will lament that I was not de- 
tained a little longer at Abrantes, and they will not quarrel with me for 
waiting for money, which I knew would alone procure the supplies which 
I have since found could not be procured even for ready money. 

I wish that the eyes of the people of England were open to the real state 
of affairs in Spain, as mine are •, and I only hope, if they should not be so 
now, that they will not purchase the experience by the loss of an army. 
We have gained a great and glorious victory over more than double our 
numbers, which has proved to the French that they ai’e not the first mili- 
tary nation in the world. But the want of common management in the 
Spaniards, and of the common assistance which every country gives to any 
army, and which this country gives most plentifully to the French, have 
deprived us of all the fruits of it. The Spaniards have neither numbers, 
eificienoy, discipline, bravery, nor arrangement, to carry on the contest j 
and if 1 could consent to remain in Spain, its burthen and the disgrace of 
Its failure would fall upon me. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. ViUieis. Merida, 30th Aug. 1809. 

I received last night your letter of the 26th, containing that which you 
forwarded from Pole*. 

I had hoped that I had at last settled the share which the Portuguese 
government were to have of all the supplies which we should receive ; but 
the government at home having interfered, as appears by the enclosed let- 
ters, we are as far from a settlement as ever. 

The object of this interference is certainly to prevail upon the Portu- 
guese government to take this silver in bars for more than it is worth in 
flie market of Lisbon ; for, with all our grandeur, we are not above turn- 
ing a penny in an honest way when we can. I shall write to Mr. Murray, 
to desire that the silver in bai's may be disposed of according to your 
orders ; and I conclude that it will defray all the demands on account of 
the Portuguese troops till the end of September, and of course that you 
will not have occasion to make any demands upon us till the beginning of 
November. However, you will let me know if I am mistaken on the 
subject. 


* The Hull. W. Wi'llcalcy Pule, Earl at Muriiiiiglou. 
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I had ordered the £15,000 to bn paid immediately, but I shall now of 
ourse countermand that order. 

I do not know what can bo done to Oporto. It appears to me that it can- 
lol he dcJendcd, excepting by an army in the field ; and whctlicr the army 
hould be assembled for the defence of that place only, or for the defence of 
iny other part of Portugal which may at tlic same time bo threat, nned, must 
)e a question to be dotcrniinod by those who are to consider of the general 
Lofcnce of the country at the moment it is menaced. It is very obvious, 
lowover, that the lines at Oporto did more harm than good, and would do 
nore harm than good again, if they were not to be defended by a good 
irmy. Those who are attached to Oporto, or to any otlier situation, may 
liink that an array cannot be better employed than in the defence of that 
raportant city, or in that of the situation to which they are attached ; and 
nay he of opinion that a portion of the army ought to be allotted to de- 
'end the lines which ought to be immediately constructed. But I cannot 
igree in these opinions ; and at all events Beresford, being in the com- 
nand of the Portuguese army, must be consulted, and give his opinion 
ipon this subject. 

A partisan like Baptiste may do a great deal of good ; but, if my me- 
nory does not fail me, Baptiste is the most useless of that description of 
)ersons. He was upon the frontiers of Portugal when I was in pursuit 
)f Soult ; and ho certainly uot only did notliing, but kept out of the way, 
ilthough he might have done much. At all events, there is now no enemy 
ipon tlio Poi’tuguose frontier, particularly north of tlie Douro, the scene 
vith which Baptiste is best acquainted. 

ro .T. Murray, K»q., Commissary General. Merida, 30tli Aug. 1900. 

I have received from England a copy of the orders from the Treasury 
;o you of the 5th inst, relative to the disposal of 209,909 ounces of silver 
n bars, and of 17,948 ounces of gold coins, consigned to you by H. M. S. 
Fylla*. 

You will be so kind as to hold the silver above mentioned at the dispo- 
;al of Mr. Villiers, for the purposes of the Portuguese government, and 
mu will not pay the sura of £15,000 on account of bills in the hands of 
hat government, which I directed you to pay ; and you will discontinue 
dl payments to Mr. Villiers until you shall receive further directions 
rom me. I shall send directions respecting the gold coin ujmn a future 
iccasion. I shall he very much obliged to you if you will make out, as 
oon as possible, the estimate directed to be sent in the last parngrajdi of 
he letter from the Treasury, and I request you will transmit it to me he- 
ore you send it home. 

I am very desirous of knowing what progress has been made in paying 
or tlic supplies, &c., received by the army at Coimbra and in the north of 
’ortugal ; and what sum still remains due in Uiat quarter or elsewhere, on 
.ocount of the army under my command. 

In answer to your letter of the 12th, I have to inform you that I had 
ettled with Mr. Villiers that Mr. Boll sliould draw upon you for a not 
lum, with tlie amount of which I would acquaint him on the lat of every 
* One of tha sbijn of war laken at Copenhagen. 
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month. Mr. Bell’s drafts are, however, now entirely stopped, and there is 
no occasion for troubling you with detailed instructions upon that subject, 
till the period at which they may be recommenced. 

I conclude that all the demands at Ciudad Rodrigo are not unsupported 
hy vouchers, and it appeal's to me that Mr. Nelson ouglit to have been 
supplied with money to pay those which were regular and would have 
been admitted. 

In answer to your letter of the 22d, I have to inform you that I con- 
ceive it would be desirable to exchange the French gold coins, referred 
to in the enclosure therein, for Portuguese gold coins. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Merida, 30th Aug. 1809. 

I enclose you a Gazette and a bulletin of the 1 1th, which I received last 
night. I have received no letters, excepting one from Pole, in which he 
informs me that it is understood in England that the Emperor did not ap- 
prove of the armistice concluded hy the Archduke, and that peace between 
Austria and France was not considered certain. He also tells me that my 
letter of the 24th July to the Sec. of State (of which I enclose a copy} 
had been received, and that the government approved of my determination 
to quit Spain, if I should not be supplied as I ought to be. 

I am very anxious to receive your answer to my letter of the 24th. 
The troops which had marched by the road of Coceres had not, by some 
accident, received the notification of my intention to halt here ; and being 
ill provided on that road, they have pushed on for the frontier of Portugal. 
The army is therefore, at this moment, separated at a greater distance than 
it ought to be under any circumstances, more particularly under the cir- 
cumstances of the retreat of the Spanish army from their posts on the 
Tagus. I am not informed when that retreat is to be made, but I believe 
this day; and if it should be so, I must either bring the British troops 
agaii] out of Portugal, and have the array in a more collected state, or I 
must move those which I have detained here, waiting for your answer to 
my letter of the 24th, towards the frontiers of Portugal. Not having the 
benefit of your opinion, I shall adopt the latter, as being in conformity 
with my own, which has been strengthened by reflection since I wrote 
to you. 


The A.O, to Mr. , Aatist. Commisaary Qen. 30th Aug. 1809. 

1 have laid your letter and enclosures before the Commander of the Forces, 
who approves of the delinquents having been lodged in jail ; but very much 
regrets either Mr. or yourself shoidd have expressed any wish that should 

§ revent their being treated with the utmost rigor of the law, and I am therefore 
irected by his Excellency strongly to animadvert on this mistaken leiiily on 
your part. 


y7i« A.O. to Mr, , Assist. Commissary Gat, 30th Aug. 1809. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to acquaint you, that he has 
seen with very great regret a declaration of yours, at the bottom of a deposition 
of tlie circumstances of a robbery which occurred, and in which you lost your 
property. If you meant by the expression of such a wisli to show mercy, his 
Excellency thinks you very little consider the fate of unfortunate soldiers in this 
army who may fall into the hands of villaiiious wretches, who live in this country 
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ilundcr. TIic Commaiuler of the Forces draircs thiit you may in future let 
law take Us course, and never interfere in a manner that may bo ao preju- 
d to the interests of the army in this country. 

A.O, ta Briff. Gen, Howorth, R.A., and Brig. Gen. Fane. 30tli Aug. 1R09. 

am directed hy the Comm.'inder of the Forces to cull your attention to the 
ies that may die or he destroyed in your brigade, and to state that it is 
ntial for the healtii of the army that all dead horses should he, as soon as 
ihle, hnried, or removed hoyond the ground the troops occupy. It would he 
rcat advantage if yon wotdd ho pleased to fix upon n proper spot, as remote 
lossiblo from your lines, where all horses might be brought previous to their 
ig destroyed, nr dragged there if dead ; and if you would issue orders to the 
lery and gunner drivers, that a certain proportion of them are to assist in 
^ing at such place their own Iiorses, as it is impossible for the infantiy parlies 
his duty to get through the numerous demands that are on all sides for hmy- 
horscs, offal, &c., often not .knowing the spot where the dead lay, from the 
u'ol inattention on this head. The Commander of the Forces has enjoined me 
all this circumstance especially to your notice. 


ilarquis Wellesley. Merida, 31st Aug. ISDO. 

'he Spanish government having lately sent forward a large number of 
ts and sheets, for which I had applied through Mr. Frere, for the use 
ho hospitals, I shall he very much obliged to your Excellency if you 

I give (liroctions that I may be furnished with an account of the 
ense of these articles, stating to whom I shall order payment to bo 
le for diem. The persona who brought them have run away with their 
les, and I am apprehensive that I shall bo obliged to leave hove the 
;t3 and sheets; hut that is no reason why the Spanish government 
uid not he paid for them. 

Vfter I hod written to your Excellency on the 28tli inst, 9 carts arrived 
e from Seville, loaded with biscuit for die use of the British army j 
. the carts are marked as intended for our service. It is very desirable 

I I should be informed by the government on what terms these carts 
to be received into the service, whether to bo purchased or hired, and 
vhat rates. I propose now to employ them in the removal of the men 
0 have been lately taken ill, to the hospital at Elvas ; but if the Spa- 
b government should be of opinion that when the British army shall bo 
Portugal, it ought not to enjoy the advantage of the means of transport 
ich have been procured for it in Spain, these carts shall be sent back, 
withstanding that if the government and people of Portugal had acted 
m the same principle when the British army entered Spain, the army 
lid not have made one march within the Spanish territory, 

[ am very anxious to receive your Excellency’s sentiments upon tlic 
nts which 1 submitted to you in my letter of die 24th (No. 14). That 
t of the British army (the cavalry particularly) which had moved by 
road of Caceres, having been pressed for provisions, and not having, 
some accident, received the notification of my intention to halt hero 
some days, had marched on, and has actually aiTived within the Por- 
uese frontier. In the mean time the Spani,sh army has, I understand, 
fched to take up its position behind the Guadiana, and will probably 
Lve at La Serena tliis day. This being the case, it is necessary that I 
nld get the British army in a more collected state, either in Portugal 
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or within the Spanish frontier ; and as the opinions contained in my dis- 
patch (No. 14) of the 24th inst. are strengthened by reflection, since I 
addressed it to you, I propose to commence moving towards Badajoz on 
the day after to-morrow, unless I should in the intermediate time receive 
from your Excellency a communication of your sentiments which shall 
occasion an alteration of my opinion. 

The. pontoon bridge which had been on the Tagus, near Almaraz, 
arrived here last night on its way to Badajoz. I cannot avoid taking this 
opportunity of drawing your Excellency’s attention to the ease with 
which all the services of this description, r’equu-ed for ’the Spanish army, 
have been performed, at the same time that nothing could he done, in 
the most urgent requisitions of service, as well as of humanity, for the 
British army. 

When the guns were taken from the enemy in the battle of Talavera, 
there was no difficulty about drawing tliem off ; when the British army 
laid down its ammunition for want of the means of conveying it, there 
was no difficulty about transporting it; and there has been none in pro- 
viding the merns to remove the pontoon bridge from the neighbourhood 
of the Tagus, at Almaraz, to Badajoz. Yet the application of these means, 
at any period, to the service of the British army, would have relieved 
many of the difficulties under which we laboured, and would certainly 
have prevented the separation from the Spanish army at the moment at 
which it was made. 

But I beg your Excellency to observe, that among all the offers which 
were pressed upon me to divide the contents of the magazine of provisions 
at Truxillo, to take what I pleased from it, nay, to take the whole, even 
at the risk of starving the Spanish army, offers of which I knew and 
explained, and have since been able to prove, the fallacy, not one was 
made to assist the British army with a cart or a mule, or any means of 
transport, which abounded in the Spanish army. 

To Lord Burgherah. Hleriila, Ist Sept. 1800. 

I received last night your letter of the 26th. I lament as much as any 
man can the necessity of separating from the Spanish armies ; hut I was 
at last compelled to go, and I believe that there was not an officer in the 
army who did not think I stayed too long. 

I don’t understand what means by my having departed from 

the old principles of war. The fault I committed consisted in trusting at 
all to the Spaniards, who I haye since found were entirely unworthy of 
confidence ; but even admitting that I knew they were so, which I think 
I prove I did not, unless it is asserted that I had and could have no com- 
munication with Portugal, excepting through Plasencia, I do not see how 
I departed from any old principle of war. Now, I say, I had established, 
before Soult came in by Plasencia, and I have now, a shorter and better 

communication with Lisbon than that by Plasencia. So far for ’s 

criticisms. 

In respect to yourself, I tliink you will do well, and I should he glad, iJ 
you would journey tlirough Granada, Murcia, and Valencia, and send me 
accounts how they are going on there ; what forces they have ; whether 
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^ey are raiaing any ; what numbers they consider necessary and are 
etcrmined to keep for their own defence ; and what numbers they con- 
ider applicable to the general purposes of the country. 

I shall have the British array upon the frontiers of Portugal and Spain, 
rith ray head quarters either at Badajoz or at Elvas, I move to-morrow. 

'o Karquis Wollcsley. Mcrulo, 1st Sept. 1800. 

I have tlie honor to acknowledge tlio receipt of your Excellency’s pri- 
ate letter of the 29lh Aug., containing a copy of Don M. de Garay’s 
ote of the 2Bth Aug,, and of your Excellency’s answer of the 28th, and 
f your dispatch (marked D) of the 30th, and of your dispatch (marked 
iparate) of the same date. 

I am happy to find that your Excellency concurs with me in the 
pinions which I laid before you on the 24th ult., and I propose on to- 
lorrow to commence my movement from this place. I intend that the 
reatest part of the army shall remain within the Spanish frontier, if I 
lould be able to maintain it in that position ; and I shall apprise your 
ixcellency of the exact positions which I shall occupy, and hereafter of 
ly change that I may tliink it necessary to make. My reason for wishing 
ot to engage to remain on tlie Portuguese frontier is, tliat l])o principal 
lagazines of the British array are at Ahrantes, Saiitarem, and Lisbon ; 
id notwithstanding the good will of the Portuguese government, and the 
iclination of the people to give us every assistance in their power, 
•lenlejo being a poor country, I might find it impossible to maintain the 
hole army at such a distauce from the magazines, as the positions which 
ley will occupy on the frontier. Besides, 1 think it is desirable that the 
panish government should he induced to look into and acquire an accu- 
ite knowledge of their real situation, compared with that of the enemy; 
nd that they should be induced to make such an exertion as should at 
last provide for their defence by their own means. On this account, and 
j I think I ought not to involve His Majesty’s army in any system of 
3-operation with tiio Spanish troops, for the reasons stated in my dispatch 
f the 24th ult., I beg to decline accepting the honor, which the govern- 
ment have offered to confer upon me, of the command of the corps of 
2,000 men, to be left in this part of the country. I could not have 
icepted this command under any circumstances, without His Majesty’s 
ermission, excepting for time time that I should have considered myself 
athorised by the instructions of His Majesty’s ministers, or should have 
sen enabled by circumstances to continue in co-operation with the 
panish army ; but having been obliged to separate from them, and con- 
dering it advisable that the British army should not at present enter 
pon any system of co-operation with them again, I cannot take upon 
yself the command of any Sp.anial) corps whatever. 

In respect to oifensive operations in future, it is desirable that the 
cans, actually existing in Spain, of the French and of the allin.s, should 
5 reviewed, and the advantages which each party possesses in tJio use of 
lose means should bo weigliod. I estiinato Urn Frencli force in Spain, 
isposahle for service in the field, to amount to 125,000 men, well pro- 
Lded'With.QaVah’y and artillery; in which number 1 do not include the 
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garrisons of Pamplona* Barcelona, &c. &c. I include, however, the corps 
commanded by St. Cyr and Sachet, which I calculate to amount to 32,000 
men, employed in Aragon and Catalonia ; and the remainder, being above 

90.000 men, are in Castille and Estremadura. Of tliis number 10,000 
men are actually in the field, in the corps of Victor, Soult, Ney, Mortier, 
and Sebastian!; and the remainder are employed in garrisons, as at 
Madrid, el Escurial, Avila, V alladolid, &e., and in keeping up the com- 
munications with those places ; every man of whom might be brought 
into the field if occasion required. In these numbers I do not include 
sick and wounded, but found my calculations upon what I knew were the 
numbers of the I^ench army before the battle of Talavera, deducting a 
loss of 10,000 men in that battle. 

Your Excellency will observe that thei'e are 1 French corps in Spain. 
I believe there were originally 8, for Suchet’s is the 8th corps j and each 
corps, composing in itself a complete army, ought to consist of from 

30.000 to 40,000 men. Against this force the Spanish government have 
about 50,000 men in the two corps of Eguia and Venegas ; Blake may 
have collected again 6000 men; and the Marques de la Eomana has 
15,000, of which number 1500 have no arms. The Duque del Parque 
has 9000 men in the garrison of Ciudad Eodrigo, but be is unwilling to 
detach them. Besides these numbers, die British army may be reckoned 
from 20,000 to 25,000 men. 

I am aware that there are troops in Spain besides those which I have 
above enumerated, but they are not in any manner and cannot be con- 
sidered disposable for the field. The plan of operations must be founded 
upon the relative numbers above stated. But besides considering the 
numbers, it is necessary to advert to the composition and to the state of 
efficiency of these different armies. The French corps are, as I have 
already stated, each a complete army, having, probably, a greater propor- 
tion of cavalry, and certainly of artillery, than they ought to have for the 
existing numbers of their infantry ; and they are well disciplined, excel- 
lent troops. 

The Spanish corps of Venegas and Eguia have probably between them 
not leas than 10,000 cavalry, which is more than their proportion, and 
they are well provided with artillery. But the corps of Romana has 
neither cavalry nor artillery, and, for want of those arms, is unable to quit 
the mountains of Galicia. The Duque del Parque is unable, if he were 
willing, to assist him with what he wants. Blake’s corps, I believe, con- 
sists only of infantry. Both infantry and cavalry are comparatively 
undisciplined; the cavalry are tolerably well clothed, well armed, ac- 
coutred, and mounted; but the infantry are not clothed or accoutred as 
they ought to be, notwithstanding the large supplies of clothing and ao- 
coutrementa sent out from England. With these relative numbers, and 
adverting to the state of discipline and efficiency of the different armies, 
it would appear impossible to undertake an offensive operation with any 
hope of success; more particularly adverting to the local difficulties 
with which the allies would have to contend, and the advantages of tlie 
enemy. 

The enemy has it in his power to collect his whole Castille 
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and Estremadura at any point north of the Tagus, and con dispose of the 
parts of it in the front or rear of the armies of the allies, as he may 
think proper. 

The allies must move upon the enemy in two distinct corps at least. 
There can he no military communication helween the corps assembled in 
this part of Estremadura, aiid that which would advance from La Carolina 
tlirough La Mancha, on account of the chain of mountains on the whole 
of the loft bank of the Tagus, from the Puerto de Mirabete to the bridge 
of Toledo. The only communication which these two corps can have is 
by the right bank of tlie river from Almoraz and by the bridge of Toledo, 
and it -is obvious that a battle must be fought with the enemy’s whole 
force, and won by one of the two corps, before that communication can 
be established. 

This consideration was the reason that, in the late operations, the march 
of Venegas was directed upon Ocaiia and Puentiduena and Arganda. It 
was impossible to join with Venegas before a battle should be fought with 
the enemy’s whole force by one of the armies ; and it was thought best to 
order Venegas to adopt such a line of march as should be most distant 
from the combined armies, in relation to which and the combined armies, 
tlie enemy could not have taken up a centrical position from which he 
could have had the choice of attacking either. The enemy would thus 
have been forced either to detach to oppose Venegas, or, if he had kept 
his whole force collected to fight the combined corps advancing from this 
side, ho would have lost Madidd, and his retreat would have been out off. 
Venegas did not, however, obey the orders he received, I believe in con- 
sequence of directions from the Junta. Instead of being at Arganda, 
close to Madrid, on the 23d, he did not approach the Tagus till the 28th, 
when he was kept in check at Toledo by 2000 men, while the enemy’s 
whole army were engaged at Talavera. These circumstances will show 
your Excellency the difficulty which attends the position of the allies ; 
and indeed ought to have some influence with the Spanish government in 
the distribution of their ti'oops at present. 

The French having 70,000 men disposable in Castille and Estremadura, 
may employ them either in opposing the advance of the allies from this 
side, who could not bring more than from 50,000 to 55,000 to oppose 
them; or they would detach 20,000 to oppose Venegas, and meet the 
allies with 50,000. The whole would thus be kept in check, even if it 
could be hoped that one or both corps would not be defeated. 

The Marques de la Romana, the Duque del Parque, Blake, &c., could 
afford no relief from their embarrassing circumstances, having no artillery 
nor cavalry to enable them to enter the plains of Castille. But even if 
these first difficulties could be overcome, and the French armies should 
retire to the northward, the numbers of the allies would be found still 
more unequal to those of the enemy. The corps of St. Oyr and Suchet 
would then take their places in the operations, and the Spanish armies 
would have no corresponding increase. These difficulties, however, are 
of a nature not to be overcome by the means at present in the power of 
the Spanish government; they must increase their forces, and clothe, 
equip, and discipline their troops, before they can reasonably attempt any 
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offensive operation against the French ; and in the mean time, it becomes 
a question how the troops ought to be disposed of. 

From what I have already stated, your Excellency must observe the 
importance of their having a strong Spanish corps in this part of Estrc- 
madura. The British army must necessarily be the foundation of any 
offensive operation the Spanish government can undertake; and it is 
obvious that the place of this army must be on the left of the whole 
issuing from the frontiers of Portugal. 

If the Spanish corps, which is to act with the British army, should be 
weak, their operations must be checked at an early period ; and in that 
case I should apprehend that the operations of the large Spanish corps 
directed from La Carolina would not be very successful. But the pros- 
pect of these offensive operations may be considered too distant to render 
it reasonable to advert to them in a disposition of the Spanish army which 
is about to be formed, and I should therefore suggest other grounds for 
recommending that the army in Estremadura should not, if possible, be 
weakened. 

Your Excellency has observed that Soult entertains a design of attack- 
ing Ciudad Rodrigo : which design, 1 understand, was discussed and re- 
commended by a council of war held some time ago at Salamanca. The 
success of this enterprise would do more mischief than the French are 
capable of doing in any other manner. It would completely cut off the 
only communication the Spanish government have with the northern 
provinces ; would give the French the perpetual possession of Castille, 
and would most probably occasion the loss of the Portuguese fort of 
Almeida. I should be desirous of making every exertion to save Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; but if Estremadura should be left with only 12,000 men, it 
must be obvious to your Excellency that Seville, os well as Portugal, will 
be exposed, whUe I should be removed from this part of the country. 

1 am much afraid, from what I have seen of the proceedings of the 
Central Junta, that in the distributions of their forces they do not con- 
sider military defence and military operations, so much as they do political 
intrigue and the attainment of trifling political objects. They wish to 
strengthen the army of V enegas, not because it is necessary or desirable 
on military grounds ; but because they think the army, as an instrument 
of mischief, is safer in his hands than in those of another ; and they leave 
12,000 men in Estremadura, not because more are not, or may not be 
deemed necessary in any military view of the question, but because they 
are averse to placing a large body under the Duque de Alburquerque, 
who I know that the Junta of Estremadura have insisted should be em- 
ployed to command the army in this province. I cannot avoid observing 
these little views and objects and mentioning them to your Excellency ; 
at the same time that I lament that the attention of those who have to 
manage such great and important affairs as those are which are intrusted 
to the management of the Central Junta, should be diverted from great 
objects to others of trifling importance. 

I cannot conclude this letter without adverting to the mode in which 
Don M. de Garay, in his note to your Excellency of the 25th ult,, dis- 
poses of the Portuguese troops, witliout having had one word of corarau- 
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iiication with the Portuguese government, or any body connected with it, 
respecting them. In fact those troops have been equally ill, indeed I 
might say worse, treated tlian the British troops, by tbo officers of the 
Spanish government, and were at last obliged to quit Spain for want of 
food ; and I shall no more allow them tlmn 1 shall the British troops to 
enter Spain again, unless I should have some solid ground for believing 
that they would be supplied as they ought to be. 

It is a curious circumstance, respecting Marshal Beresford’s corps, that 
tlie Cabildo of Ciudad Bodrigo actually refused to allow thorn to have 
30,000 of 100,000 lbs. of biscuit, which I had prepared tliere, in case the 
operations of the army should be directed to that quarter, and for which 
the British Commissary had paid j and Ihey seized the biscuit on the 
ground that debts due to the town of Ciudad Bodrigo by the British army 
under the command of the lata Sir J. Moore had not been paid ; although 
one of the objects of the mission of the same Commissary to Ciudad 
Bodrigo, was to settle the accounts and discharge those debts ! Yet tliis 
same Cabildo will call for assistance as soon as they shall perceive the 
intention of the enemy to attack them ; having seized, and holding pro- 
bably in their possession at the moment, the means which, if lodged as 
directed in the stores at Almeida, would enable me effectually to provide 
for their relief. 

To Liout, Col. Sir R. Wilson. Is)b6n, 2tl Sojit. 1800. 

I received last night your letter of the 30th ; and I conclude that before 
now you must have received mine of the Rith, which I sent to Castello 
Branco. 

I have no further intelligence- to give you from this quarter j I am going 
to take up my ground upon the frontier, where I shall remain till I see 
what the enemy will do. 

I beg that as soon as possible after you shall receive this letter, you 
will write to the Duque del Parque, and tell him that if the enemy should 
attack Ciudad Bodrigo, I shall strain every nerve to relieve the place ; that 
I trust he has aided my Commissary whom I sent some time ago, to have 
a large quantity of biscuit prepared for the British army, whioli ought to 
be lodged in the stores of Almeida; as upon that supply my ability to 
relieve the place will principally depend. 

Gen. Beresford informed me that the Cabildo of Ciudad Bodrigo had 
seized my biscuit in payment of debts due by Sir J. Moore’s array, not- 
withstanding that one of the objects of the Commissary’s mission to Ciudad 
Bodrigo was to settle the accounts and pay those debts. I hope tliat tlie 
Duque del Parque will see that justice is done to us on this score ; and 
that at all events the biscuit will be sent to Almeida, otherwise I may find 
it difficult to collect my army in that quarter. 

I am convinced timt the operation in wliich the enemy are most likoly to 
succeed, and that which would do us and the common cause most mischief, 
is the siege of Ciudad Bodrigo ; and it is not unlikely that they will under- 
take it I wish you, therefore, to remain where you are, to watch tljoir 
movements with a view to that operation, and send me constant intelligence 
of them. It is not unlikely that Soult may, if he entertains that design, 
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endeavor to drive you oif your ground : maintain it as long as you can, 
and then secure for me the boats at Villa Velha by sending Col. Grant 
with one battalion to take them out of the river, on this side. You will 
retire with the remainder of the troops towards Sarzedas, into the passes 
of the mountains. 

Keep me regularly informed of the enemy’s movements, and depend 
upon my not losing a moment in going to your assistance, and do not let 
Col. Grant take up the flying bridge at Villa Velha till the last moment, 
making it certain, however, that he secures the boats for my passage. 
Keep die Spanish battalions upon your left till you shall hear further from 
me. I have ordered your guns to join you. 

P.S. I send a duplicate of my letter of the 27th. I recollect your 
mentioning an intention of sending us some horses for the artillery, but 
we never received one. However, if you sent them, I shall pay for them, 
notwithstanding that I think it most probable they, as well as other things, 
fell into the hands of our worthy allies I The horses you say you have 
now sent have not arrived. When they do arrive, they shell likewise be 
paid for, if they should be deemed fit for the service of the artillery. 
Let me know the price of the first, and when you shall send them, that of 
the last 

To liieut. Col. Sir R. Wilson. Badajoz, 3d Sept. 1800. 

I am afraid diat I wrote to you more positively than I intended on the 
27th to cross the Tagus. The fact is, that I imagined you would receive 
that letter long before you would reach Gastello Branco. Indeed, I did 
not know that Beresford had ordered you there; and I intended that your 
further progress towards me should be very much guided by the directions 
you should receive from him, upon which I have written to him. I con- 
clude, however, that you will have received my letter of yesterday this 
day, and that you will return to Gastello Branco. But if you should not 
have done so, I now beg you to return, as I consider the enemy’s move- 
ment north of the Tagus by far the most worthy of attention. 


G. O. Uodojoz, 3d Sept 1309. 

As the Gommiuider of the Forces proiioses that the troops shall remain in the stations in 
which they are now or will shortly be placed as long as circumstances wiil permit, ha desires 
that the oflicers commanding regiments will send to Lisbon, as soon as possible, an officer 
bdonging to the regiment under their command respectively, in order to get from the regi- 
mental stores such articles of clothing, accoutrements, and necessaries as the soldiers require. 
The names of the officers sent upon this duty are to be sent in to the Q. M. Q . ; these 
officeis, on their arrival at Lisbon, are to report thenuelves to the A. Q, M, G. stationed 
there, and are to give him a list of the articles which they will have been directed to send 
up to dieir regiments, specifying the weight of the whole, and, as fat os possible, of each 
article. They will likewise report to him the day on which the articles teipiired will be 
ready to quit Lisbon, and they will obey such directions as they will receive from this 
officer respiting the transport of the baggage, whether by land or by water. The 
A. Q. M. 6, at Lisbon, having received trom the officers before mentioned the returns of the 
baggage required for their regiments and the weight, will make requisitions upon the 
Commissary for boats, and carte to transport it to the army, taking care to allow no more 
to be put on each carl; drawn by 2 bullocks, than 600 lbs. weight. _ The officer in com- 
mand of the troops at Lisbon will give such assistance of fatigue parties to the officers going 
down for baggage as they may have occasion for. 

Such sick men as cannot march must be sent to the hospital at Rivas. 
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I'u Lieut. Col. Roche. Badajoz, 3cl Sept. 1800. , 

I have leceived your lettera of the 30th Aug. and let inst. I beg tliat 
rou will continue to communicate to me all the reports you may hear, and 
svery thing that occurs. It does not much signify whether diey turn out 
o be true or false. I shall always he able to judge of tlteir probable truth 
)r falsehood from other accounts. 

To the Gonde de Montijo. Badejoz, 3d Sept. 1800. 

I had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter this morning. 

I am much concerned that the Central Junta should conceive they have 
my reason to complain of your Excellency, and that your Excellency 
ihould have incurred their displeasure. Your Excellency must be aware 
that, being strangers in this country, and employed as allies of the govern- 
ment, it is impossible for us to interfere in any matter between govern- 
ment and individuals ; or in any concern in the country, excepting that in 
tvhich we are especially employed, viz., to carry on the war against the 
common enemy. 

Tu Mar^uia Wellesloy. Badajoz, 8d Sept. 1800. 

I have received from Lord Castlereagh copies of Mr. Sec. Canning’s 
lispatchcs to your Excellency, dated 12th Aug. ; and 1 have been directed 
by his Lordship to lay before your Excellency my opinion on the points 
referred to in those dispatches. 

The letters which I have had the honor of addressing to your Excel- 
lency on the 24th Aug. and 1st Sept. (Nos, 14 and 15) will have apprised 
you of my opinion on the first point referred to by Mr. Sec. Canning, 
viz., the prospect of success in offensive operations against the enemy; 
which opinion I should equally entertain, even though the British army 
could be increased to 40,000 instead of 30,000 men, as long as the Spanish 
armies shall continue of the limited numbers, in the undisciplined and 
inefficient state, and ill composed as they are at present. 

Your Excellency has before you in my dispatch of the 1st Sept. (No. 
11) the detailed information upon which I formed my opinion, upon 
which you may form your own, if the information should be found cor- 
rect ; if it should be found materially erroneous, it may be corrected. 

In the existing state of the forces of the enemy and the allies in the 
Peninsula, it would be difficult for the British army, if not impossible, to 
connect the defence of Portugal with that of Spain ; and quite impossible, 
unless great improvements should be made in the mode of supplying 
armies in Spain. Hereafter, when it is probable that the existing relative 
numbers of the armies will be altered to the advantage of the enemy, it 
will be quite impossible for the British army to connect with tlie defence 
of Portugal that of the south of Spain, 

The British government have detennined to defend Portugal ; but if 
the army should be hereafter detained to defend the south of Spain, in- 
stead of Portugal, I conceive it will be absolutely necessary tliat tire 
Commanding officer of the British ti’oops should have the command of 
the Spanish army ; that we should have a gandson in Cadiz ; and that the 
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most efficient measures should be adopted to secure supplies and means of 
transport for the allied armies. 

To Dorn Miguel Poijaz. Badajos, 3d Sepl. 1809. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter 
of the 31st Aug., and I am very sensible of the kindness with which the 
Governors of the Kingdom of Portugal have uniformly received every 
service which the troops under my command have been enabled to render 
to the common cause. 

I request you to assure their Excellencies that whatever position I may 
take, or in whatever operation I may engage, I shall pay due attention to 
the interests of the Spanish nation, with which the safety of Portugal is 
so strongly united ; and that I shall render such assistance to Spain as 
circumstances will permit me. 

I am infinitely obliged to the government for their kindness to tlie 
troops : the whole army acknowledge the uniform good treatment they 
have received from the government and the people of Portugal, and I 
shall adopt some mode of acquainting the troops of the favor and good- 
will of the Governors of the Kingdom towards them upon their return to 
Portugal ; but I request the Governors of the Kingdom not to ask me to 
accept of the present which they have desired to make to the troops, 
which, at the same time that it would give a superfluity of provisions, 
would waste the resources of the country of which the army stands so 
much in need. 

With the permission of the Governors of the Kingdom, I will settle 
with Gen. Leite the mode in which I shall convey to the troops the appro- 
bation of their good conduct by the Governors of the Kingdom, of which 
I hope their Excellencies will approve. 

To Maiquis Wellesley. Badajoz, 8d Sept. 1800. 

I enclose to your Excellency the copy of a letter which I have received 
from Dom M. Forjaz, Sec. of State at Lisbon, and the copy of my answer. 
I beg to draw your Excellency’s attention to that part of the former in 
which it is desired that I should as far as possible extend the assistance of 
the British army to Spain. 

To Maislud Bereaford. Badajoz, 4tli Sept. 1809. 

You will have seen a copy of the intercepted letter from Soult, and 1 
should not be surprised if the French were to carry into execution the 
plan proposed by him, of attacking Ciudad Bodrigo. The success of this 
scheme would do them more good, and the allies more mischief, than any 
other they could attempt •, and it is most likely of ell others to be suc- 
cessful. 1 hear that they have withdrawn their troops from La Mancha, 
which is the first step towards any operation on this side, and that they 
are collecting provisions and meaim at Talavera. If this intelligence be 
true, they intend something against the Spaniards in this quarter, against 
Ciudad Bodrigo, or against us. The last is the least probable ; the first 
not very likely. If they should show against Ciudad Bodrigo, wo must 
strain every nerve to save it. I shall march from hence with all the 
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iroops, and we must have something upon tlie Tagus at Ahrantes and 
ower down. What can you produce in the field upon my left from 
riiomar, Leiria, Coimbra, &c. ? and what can you leave upon the 
I’agus P 

I have ordered Sir R. Wilson to stay north of the Tagus, and watch 
Boult’s movements closely. If I leave this to move upon the covering 
irmy of Ciudad Rodrigo, the enemy will most probably follow me from 
;he Tagus into Portugal, leaving in this part of the country a corps to 
vatch and keep in check tlie Spanish army. The troops which they may, 
n that case, send into Portugal, will not be very numerous, but still they 
nay do mischief. 

To Brig:. Gen, R. Cnmrurd. Badojos, 4th Sept. 1809. 

I halted at Merida some days, in consequence of some letters which I 
received from Lord Wellesley, expressing a desire that I should remain 
ivithin the Spanish frontier, at least for a time j with which desire I have 
jomplied so far as to place the right of the army at Talavera Real, Hill’s 
livision at Montijo and La Calzada, and the heavy brigade of cavalry at 
Iderida, where they will got forage. This alteration has induced mo to 
diange your situation to Campo Maior. I should put you in front on 
he other side, only that I think the movement we shall next make will 
u'ohably he across the Tagus. 

The enemy appear to entertain a tlesign of attacking Ciudad Rodrigo, 
loult proposes this operation in a letter to the King, wliich we have in- 


jr. O. nadajOff, 4t1l Sept. IBOO. 

4. The Commaniln' of the Forces requests the allentien of the General officers com- 
naniliiig divisions and brigades to the G. O. of the 4th July, respecting the early obedience 
0 orders. 

10. The soldiers in tlie hospitals must not he allowed to straggle about the towns in 
itliich the hospitals are stationed, and all men found at tlio distance of one street IVom the 
lospital must he tried and punished for llio disuhcdience of orders. The rolls of the hos- 
litiu must be called once every hour, in the presence of an olltccr, nr such number of 
ificers as the Commanding oflicei at the hospital will appoint to atleml to the roll 
lalling. 

11. All men absent from roll calling, to be tried and punished fur disohedience of 
irders. 

12. The soldiers in hospital, or convolesceiit at the station where the hospital is, luid 
victualled by the Commissary, or on the rente to join their regiments, ai-e not to receive 
vine, unless directions in writing should he given by the medical nlficer that they are to 
-eccive it ; and the medical officer is iiartioularly desired not to givo those directions unless 
n coses in which it may have appeared to him that the soldiers have conducted themselves 
u they ought in the hospital, and in snoh a manner ns to secure their caily recovery. 

13. As comforts for the sick can now be got, the regimental hospitals are to be established 
spon the plan ordered by His Majesty’s regulations, wd the soldiers are to be under tiio 
rsual steppage while in hospital. 

j. A. O. Itndnjus, 4th Bept. IBOS. 

Tho Commander of the Forces is ooncorned to hear dint lost night sovoral soldiers camo 
iito the town of Budajuz, and plundered a I)nkei 7 and ilic hunscs of several individuals of 
ircud. This coiitiimed misbehavior of tho soldiers gives tliu Cummiuidcr of the Forces 
ho greatest concern ; and he is detenniued, however diffioult it may be, to put a stop to it. 
riio rolls are to be called in the dilTeroiit corps of the 4tb division every luiiir till turther 
irders : and (lie Commander of tlie Forces desires that no soldier whatever may be allowed 
io quit bis lines on any accoinit, except ing in cliargo of on officer. 

The Ihfovost must punish all those found disobeying diis order. A guard must be ])]aced 
rt the gate of tho town of Badajos, and all soldiers attempting to puss in are to ho made 
prisoners, and sent to tho Provost guaid. The Provost will forthwith turn out of the town 
all soldiers who may ho in it. 
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tercepted ; and 1 think it not improbable that they may attempt it. If 
they should attempt it, we must make an effort to prevent its success ; 
and I know of none that would have the effect, excepting a movement to 
that quarter. If, however, I should be mistaken, and the enemy should 
come this way, we could put you in front before the army would be 
collected. 

You will be better supplied at Campo Maior than at Gastello de Yide. 
I have given directions that your Commissary should be supplied with 
money. His want of it, hitherto, is to be attributed entirely to the Dep. 
Commissary General, as there is more money with the army than we 
know what to do with; and we ought to pay in ready money for every 
thing we receive. 

to J. Murray, E«;., Comtniisary General. Badajoz, 4th Sept. 1809. 

I cannot avoid taking this opportunity of urging you to join the army 
as soon as possible. I have not had the pleasure of seeing you, from 
causes which I am aware you could not control, and which I exceedingly 
regret, since the month of June last, at Coimbra ; and the army has suf- 
fered the greatest inconvenience from your absence. Indeed, it is so 
great, that if I should find your absence is likely to be of much longer 
continuance, I shall consider myself obliged to make arrangements for 
doing the duty of the Commissariat, which shall be exempt from these 
inconveniences. 

To Bog. Gen. Alex. Campbell. Badajoz, 4th Sept. 1809. 

I am very sorry indeed to lose you, and particularly so that the bad 
appearance of your wound obliges you to go ; but that cannot be avoided, 
and you must do every thing in your power to re-establish your health 
entirely. I will give you any letter you please ; but it will only subject 
you to the mortification of a disappointment, and me to that of making 
another request in vain in favor of a person who deserves the King’s 
favor. 


To the Ht Hon. J. Villiew. Badajoz, 4th Sept 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 31et Aug. I am very much obliged 
to you for the pains you uniformly take to make, in England, a favorable 
impression of the measures and operations which I conduct I now en- 
close you my dispatches of this date to the Sec. of State. You will see 
that I have received the copies of the dispatches to Lord Wellesley of the 
12th, and these may be worth your perusal, as they will show you the 
view which I, and, I believe, he takes of the situation of affairs in the 

Peninsula. _ . i a 

We are very anxious to hear of Lord FitzHoy’s arrival in England; 
and if the answer to the dispatches should arrive by an English messenger, 
pray forward them by a Portuguese or Spanish messenger, unless the 
English gentleman should engage to come as fast as the other. The last 
was 4 days on his road to this place, which another would have come in 
SO hours at most. 
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Fo Vise. Goatleroagh. Uiulojuz, 4tli Sejit, 1609. 

Having continued the march of the array from Truxillo, after I had 
mitten to you last, I was induced to halt for a few days at Merida, in 
ransoquence of a letter of the 22d Aug., which I received from Lord 
Wellesley, a copy of which will go to you by this occasion j and I have 
since occupied such positions with the troops as will enable them to sub- 
sist, and to get the necessary refreshments with case ; at the same time 
that I have it in my power to collect them in a short space of time. 

I have ordered Brig. Gen. C, Craufurd to join the army with the 11th 
s.nd b7th, and 4 of the battalions arrived from Ireland ; and that the horse 
irtillery, and the horses for the artillery recently sent from Cork, should 
some up from Lisbon. 

The enemy have continued nearly in the same positions since I ad- 
Iressed your Lordship on the 21st Aug. Marshal Ney is at Salamanca ; 
md there appears to be another French corps in Old Castille, which I 
believe is the 6th corps, under the command of Gen. Kellermann. Mar- 
rhal Soult is at Coria, with hia advanced posts at Moraleja and Zarza la 
Mayor j but he has not with him more than from 6000 to 8000 men. 
Marshal Mortier is at Arzobispo ; and two divisions of Victor’s corps are 
it Talavcra, and the remainder in La Mancha with the 4th corps, hitherto 
sailed Sebastiani’s. 

I have hoard that the French are again retiring from La Mancha; but 
[ have no autlientio account of that movement. If they should retire from 
hence, it is possible that they may make the attempt upon Ciudad Rodrigo, 
ivhich Soult has recommended to the King, in a letter which has been in- 
tercepted ; and os I consider success in this enterprise to be more likely 
io ,be mischievous to Portugal than any other they could undertake, and 
vould prevent the future co-operation of the troops from Portugal wMi 
Spain, in ease circumstances should hereafter render that co-operation 
possible, I propose to do every thing in my power to prevent the execu- 
tion of this plan ; and I shall move for that purpose os soon as I shall find, 
from the disposition of the enemy’s troops, that they really intend it. 

I have apprised the Duque del Parque that I propose to exert myself 
for his relief; and I have urged him to hold out as long as he can. The 
Spanish head quarters have been moved from Deleytosa to Truxillo, partly 
in consequence of their finding it difiBoult to support their army in the 
exhausted country upon the left bank of the Tagus, and partly on account 
of orders received from the Junta to detach the greatest part of the army 
to La Carolina, leaving only 12,000 men in Estremadura. They still 
occupy La Mesa de Ibor and the Puerto de Mirabete, opposite Almaraz, 
in which last post they relieved our troops on the 20th. 

I have communicated to Lord Wellesley, as your Lordship will see, my 
opinion of the danger which may attend this disposition of their forces ; 
and I have urged the government to make an exertion to maintain their 
strong position upon the Tagus, but I doubt whether my remonstrance 
will have any effect ; and I expect that if the enemy should make an 
attack upon Ciudad Rodrigo, he will possess himself of the Tagus, and 
probably of the Guadiana, nearly to this place, at the same time. 
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To the Rt. Hon. the Judge Advocate Geu. Badajoz, 4th Sept. 1800. 

I have the honor to enclose the proceedings of a General Court Martial, 
of which Major Gen. Tilson is President, on the trial of Mr. , pay- 

master of the — regt., upon which I am desirous of receiving His Ma- 
jesty’s pleasure. I must at the same time inform you that Major Gen. 
Tilson has communicated to me the wish of the General Court Martial 
that I should recommend Mr. to Hie Majesty’s mercy. 

When I marched from Talavera on the 3d Aug. to oppose the progress 
of the French troops which had entered Estremadura from Castille, by 
Flasencia, the paymasters of several of the regiments remained at Talavera 
to supply with money the officers left in charge of the sick and wounded 
in the hospital, and they were to join their regiments at Oropcsa in the 
evening. In the course of that day the Spanish General, Cuesta, deter- 
mined to break up from Talavera, and having apprised the officer in charge 
of the British hospital of this intention, he gave notice of it to the British 
officers at Talavera, and made arrangements for moving across the Tagus 
at Arzobiapo the sick and wounded that could be moved. The paymasters 
of several of the regiments belonging to tills army, instead of joining their 
regiments at Oropesa on that evening, proceeded to Arzobispo with the 
sick and wounded, from whence they continued their progress till they 
reached Elvas, in Portugal, not waiting for the sick and wounded after 
they had crossed the Tagus. 

1 conceived that there was so little ground for this conduct, because, in 
fact, the army was never in any manner pressed in its movement across 
the Tagus ; and as it is so reprehensible, even if the strongest grounds 
existed for apprehension that the retreat would have been pressed, I deter- 
mined to bring to trial, before a General Court Martial, every, paymaster 
who had so conducted himself. As, however, these gentlemen are not 

educated in the military profession, as it appears that Mr. had a 

sum of money in his charge, and as the apprehensions he entertained 
were equally felt by all the gentlemen in the same situation, and, above 
all, as the Court Martial has recommended him, I beg leave to recommend 
Mr. to His Majesty’s gracious mercy. 

To Vise. CBstleivagh. Bulajoz, 4th Sept. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 12th, 
in which you have enclosed a copy of Mr. Sec. Canning’s letters of the 
same date to Lord Wellesley ; and I now enclose to your Lordship copies 
of a correspondence that I have lately had with Lord Wellesley upon the 
points to which Mr. Sec. Canning’s dispatches relate, which will give the 
King’s ministers all the information that they wish to have. Lord Wel- 
lesley had before desired that I would send home copies of this corre- 
spondence. 

I have to request your Lordship’s attention to the offer which was made 
me of the command of a Spanish corps of 12,000 men, to be left in Estre- 
madura, while the rest of the Spanish army should march to La Carolina. 
As this offer was necessarily connected not only with the renewal of the 
co-operation of His Majesty’s troops with the Spanish army, which your 
Lordship will see I did not deem expedient, but with that renewal in a 
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sfeneive system, which could have answered no end, excepting again to 
ivolve the British army in the Spanish operations, I deemed it expedient 
) decline to accept it. 1 have but little donbt, however, that if circum- 
ances should at any time render it advisable in the opinion of His 
iajesty’s ministers to co-operate with the Spanisli troops, either in oiTen- 
ve or defensive movements, not only the government, but the army, will 
B desirous that the officer who shall be trusted by His Majesty to com- 
land his troops should command the whole. 

When I entered Spain, I had reason to believe that I should be joined 
y a Spanish army, in such a respectable state of discipline and efficiency 
I that it had kept in check, during nearly 3 months after a defeat, a 
'rench army, at one time superior in numbers, and at no time much in- 
>rior. The enclosed letters will show how the fact stands ; and I can 
Dw account for the inactivity of the French army under Marshal Victor, 
Fter the defeat of the Spanish army at Medellin, only by attributing it to 
is desire to avoid risking an advance towards Seville, till Marshal Soult 
lould have secured his right by the conquest of Portugal, and the pos- 
ission of Lisbon. 

I had likewise reason to believe that the French corps in the north of 
pain wore fully employed j and although I had heard of the arrival of 
iarshol Soult at Zamora on the 29th June, with a view to equip the re- 
lains of his corps, which appeared to be in want of every thing, I did 
3t think it possible that a French corps, consisting of 34,000 men, under 
Marshals, could have been assomhlod at Salamanca without the know- 
sdge of the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo, or of the Junta of Castille; 
lat these corps could have been moved from their stations in Galicia, the 
sturias, and Biscay, witliout setting free for general operations any 
panish troops which had been opposed to them ; or without any other 
[convenience to the enemy than that of protracting to a later period the 
ittlement of his government in those provinces ; and that they could have 
enetrated into Estremodura without a shot being fired at them by the 
'Oops deemed sufficient to defend the passes by the Spanish General. 

All these occurrences, however, with the ffiminished numbers of the 
panish troops in consequence of desertion, and their general relative in- 
sriority to the enemy in point of numbers, in consequence of the occur- 
mces before referred to, have made such an alteration in the state of 
IFairs, that I conceive I shall be justified in having declined to co-operate 
vain with the Spanish armies. I do not conceive that reinforcements 
hich should increase this army to 40,000 men, or even to a larger 
mount, would make any material difference in the state of affairs in 
pain. 

I believe that the estimate of ^e enemy’s force, which the enclosed 
ittors contain, is nearly correct, os I conclude from what the enemy has 
one in respect to Galicia and Asturias, that ho would weaken his force 
1 Aragon and Catalonia, in proportion os he should find the allies, and 
Orticularly the British army, enabled to press him in this quarter ; at tlio 
ime time that no benefit would result to the general cailse from the 
Uemy’s weakness in Catalonia and Aragon, excepting the repose which 
be people of ibosc provinces would enjoy from the absence of tlio enemy’s 
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troops, and the delay in the settlement of the enemy’s government among 
them. But if the enemy should, contrai-y to my expectation, not remove 
the troops from Aragon and Catalonia, in case he should be pressed in 
this quarter, hut should rather retire to the Ebro, I conceive that no force 
which Great Britain could afford, with all that Spain could bring forward, 
under existing arrangements, would he able to dislodge the enemy from 
that position. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Badajoz, 4th Sept. 1809. 

I have received your letters of the 12th, and I am happy to find that 
the King’s ministers approved of my conduct up to the 24th July. I hope 
that they will approve of my subsequent measures. 

I send you by this occasion a copy of a correspondence that I have had 
with Lord Wellesley, which will give the government my opinion upon 
the points referred for his and mine in Mr. Canning’s dispatches of the 
12th. They are nearly of the same purport with ray last letter to you. 

There is only one point in that letter which I wish to alter, and that 
relates to the garrison required for Cadiz. Upon further inquiry, I find 
that there are means in Cadiz of putting in security from a coup de main 
by the inhabitants 4000 or 5000 men ; and I should think that number 
sufficient to give us a footing there, of which we might take further ad- 
vantage by throwing in more troops, if we should find it expedient. 

Obserratiuns on Mr. S«c. Canning’s Dispatch of the 12th Aug. to Marquis Wellesley. 

Badajoz, Sth Sept. 1809, 

In co-operation with the Spanish armies, or in conjunction with them. 

A British army of 30,000 men, or even of 40,000 men, would not be 
sufficient in co-operation, or in conjunction with the Spanish armies, to 
effect the deliverance of the whole of the Peninsula, by the expulsion of 
the French armies now in Spain. The foundation of this opinion is to be 
found in my dispatches of the 24th Aug., 1st and 3d Sept. 

How far a force of 30,000 or 40,000 men would be enabled to make 
head, or, in other words, to carry on defensive operations against the aug- 
mented force which Buonaparte may be enabled to direct against Spain, 
would depend upon tbe extent of that force, and upon the extent of the 
defensive system to be adopted. 30,000 or 40,000 men would not be able 
to defend both the south of Spain and Portugal. 

In the existing state of the Spanish armies, 1 doubt whether a British 
army could defend the south of Spain against the attack which an aug- 
mented French force would make upon that country. It is certain, how- 
ever, that 30,000 British troops, or even a smaller force, could get off 
from Cadiz or Gibraltar. 

The separate defence of Porttigal, and that Portugal wiU be best 
defended. 

Portugal will certainly be best defended by confining the British force 
within the limits prescribed by my existing instructions. 

With a reasomble project of sitccess ; if he shall thinh that Portugal 
would be best defended in the end, Sjc. 

In the present state of the Spanish and Portuguese armies, and advert- 
ing to the deficiency of supplies and means of transport in Spain, it would 
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in, witli 30,000 or 40,000 British troops, even against the French force 
r in die Peninsula. 

Vhe next question which will then arise, ^c. 

n case the British government should enter upon any plan of opera- 
18 connected with the Spanish armies, they should insist : 1st, upon 
ing a garrison in Cadiz: 2dly; upon having the command of the 
lies in the hand of the ofBcer commanding the King’s army : 3dly ; 
in die adoption of a system throughout all die provinces under the 
ernment of the Junta, which would ensure to the armies all the sup- 
:s and means of transport which the country could produce, 
ill horses, mules, asses, carts, &c., in every district, should he num- 
ed and registered, widi the owner’s name, place where to be found, 

; and all should be liable to be called for, and should be produced 
ler a heavy penalty, when called for for the use of the army. 

^Vith a view to jirevent the recurrence of these inconveniences, S{c, 
n the same manner wheat, bai-ley, straw, flour, bullocks in every dis- 
t, should be registered, and die owners should be obliged to produce 
quantities registered for the service of the army when called for. 

’his ought to be the law of the country, and should be extended to all 
ricts from which the enemy’s troops should withdraw. 

’hose arrangements, with the system proposed by Lord Wellesley for 
ning magazines, which those arrangements would enable the govem- 
it to carry into effect, would give the government and the army the 
imand of the supplies in the country. 

'Jadiz loould be essendallif important. 

t is obvious that our operations in Spain must be defensive 5 that they 
not be connected with Portugal ; that we must have a retreat upon 
iiz ; and that that retreat cannot be secure, unless Cadiz is in our 
ds. I am convinced, however, that the Spanish government will never 
e Cadiz. 

S'iwe qud non. If the command is not to he in the British General, 
conceive this is a point not to be urged too soon. Let government make 
their mind definitively, whether they will defend Portugal or the south 
Spain. I should not be surprised if the advantage of the possession of 
fleets of Spain, and the certainty that the army could be embarked at 
iiz, which is not, in the Tagus, quite clear, should induce our govern- 
nt to prefer the operation in the south of Spain to that in Portugal, 
that should be the case, we might find it diflficult to obtain the com- 
nd for the British General, if a Generalissimo should have been 
minted. 

Marquis Wellesley. Badajoz, 8th Sept. ISO!). 

[ have had the honor of receiving your Excellency's letter of the 4th 
t., marked E, I considered my dispatches of the 24th Aug., and 1st 
1 3d inst., as containing my opinion upon all tljo points refciTcd to in 
r. Sec. Canning’s dispatch to your Excellency of tlie 12th Aug. ; and 
wrdingly I sent copies of those dispatches to England yesterday, with a 
ter to Lord Costlereagh, of which I enclose a copy. I have, however. 
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now written in the margin of the copy which your Excellency has sent 
me of the dispatch of the 12th Aug., from Mr, Canning, answei-s upon 
those points on which I understand from Mr. Wellesley that your Excel- 
lency wishes for my opinion. 

TAeA.G. to Ueul. Col. Mackiimon, Eluat. 8th Sept. 1809. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to reply in answer to your 
letter respecting the convalescents at Elvas, and you will he pleased to order that 
those men, who are actually fit for duty, shall forthwith proceed with their officers 
to join their respective regiments, hy the routes that I here enclose from ffie 
Q. M. Gen. You may retain such men for guards as are absolutely necessary : it 
is desirable that they should he as few able men as will he sufficient for that duty. 

7fo J.G. to Brigade Major . 6th Sept. 1809, 

I have the Commander of the Forces' directions to acquaint you that he cannot 
accord you th’e leave you desire ; and in any future applications you may make, 
you will address yourself, through the General officers commanding your brigade 
and division, to me, to be laid before his Excellency for his approval. 

The A.G. to Capl. , D.A.A.G. Sth Sept. 1800, 

In answer to your letter of the 30th ult., I have to acquaint you, from the Com- 
mander of the Forces, that it will he necessary, previous to your obtaining leave 
to go to Lisbon, that a statement of your ill health should he certified by a Board 
of Medical officers at Elvas, and requiring that you should proceed to Lisbon on 
the above account. 

To Marshal Beresford. Badajoz, 7tb Sept. 1809. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will inquire what has 


G. o. B,idoio*, 7th Sept. IBOB. 

1. Notwithstanding the repeated orders given out upon the subject^ the soldiers of the 
4th division of infantry plundered bee-hives, in the^ neighbourhood of Badajoi, on the day 
before the division marched from that place ; it is impossible these outrages can be com- 
mitted duly, and that this lost outrage in particular could have been committed without 
the officers obtaining some knowledge of it. The officers with the army do not appear to 
he aware bow much they suffer in the disgracefiil and tmmilitary practices of the soldiers, 
in marauding and plundering every thing they lay ffieir hands upon. The consequence is, 
the people of the country fly their habitations, no market is opened, and the officers, as well 
08 the soldiery suffer in the privation of every comfort and every necessary, excepting their 
ration, from Ihe neglect of the former, and the criminal misconduct of the latter. Tbs 
Commander of the Forces has done, and will continue to do, every thing in his power to 
put an end to these disgraceful practices ; but it is obvious that all his efforts must be 
fruitless, unless the officers of tlie army, generally and individually, exert themselves for 
the same object. 

*2. The practice of seizing and detaining carts has been prohibited by the G. O. of the 
army ; but it still continues to such an extent os to render it difficult, if not impossible, to 
supply the troops with what they require, and if persevered in will again cut off the com- 
munications witli the sources of supply. Commanding officers of divisions, brigades, and 
regiments are referred to the G. O. of the 2Sth June, No. 10. 

3. All carts now with any department, regiment^ or individual to which a driver is 
attached (whetlier drawn by mules or bullocks j, are to he forthwith allowed to return to their 
homes, the Commissary paying them their hire for the time they have been employed. 

4. Regiments or d^rtments which have carts without drivers are to retain them. 

9. Commanding officers of regiments are to report to the officers commanding brigades 
what number of carts with drivers each will have sent away, and what number of carts 
without drivers each will have retained, under these orders. Commanding officers of bri- 
gades will transmit these rewirts, in the usual channel, to the Q. M. 6. Heads of depart- 
ments are to make a similar report to the Q. M. G. These orders are not intended to 
apply to the covered carts drawn by moles lately sent from Seville, nor to any carts 
actoally engaged in the performance of any service, until that service shall have been com- 
pleted. In future, when carls are required by regiments or departments, amlication is to be 
made for them to the Commissary Gen., according to the orders of the 2Sth June, No. 10 

6. The 
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)ine of M. V«!ron do Farincourt, a lieutenant in tlie Prciicli service, 
was taken prisoner by Silveira at Chayea. 

iiave latterly no accounts of the enemy; but I still think Ciudad 
Irigo his most probable object, and that in which ho is most likely to 
!ecd. I gave you the command of our magazines at Gastello JBranco, 
n you had ti’oops there. Now that you will have none, you cannot 
t thorn, nor those at Villa Vellm, and yet your Conimissarios have got 
hold of them, particularly the last, and will not give them up. Pray, 
cforc, desire them to give up to our Commissaries immediately every 
g at Gastello Branco and Villa Volha. 

rig. Gon, Cox, Governor of Almeida. Iladiy'oz, 7lii Sept. 1800. 

have received your letter of the 30th Aug. I am much concerned 


TIio Commander of tiie Forces lias observed that camp IcoUlcs are, in soma instances, 
id upon carts, a practice wliich is positively contrary to orders, and must be cxceed- 
inconveiiiciit and iirojiidicial to the troops. He bogs that tlie olliccrs ooinmanding 
lies and regiiiieiita will sec that, rcgiineiila aru ;ini;ierly provided with tim menus of 
iiig camp heltles witliont lass of time, 

Tlie atlicer in command of tlio hospital at Flvas, and tlio otiicer coinniniidiiig nt 
n, will talio earn tliat evory soldier joining the army from oitber of tliiisu nhiees is 
icd willi two good sliirls, and two good pairs of slioos, wiiicli will be supplied liy Ilia 
nissnry u])nii his reipiisilion. Tlio ollicor or iion-oommimiumid olliner, in r.iiiu'gu of 
ispitid of the soldier reipiiriiig Hie neiieasnries, will ninko tlie reipiisilion, spoe.il'yiiig in 
soldier's name, tlio nigiuioiit and e.iiiniiiniy to which lie In'lniigs, and lliii ninnlier of 
and pairs of shoes ho reiiuires s liiis must lie given in in duplioato ; one copy of wliioli 
lio sent to tlio regiment, anil the other doliveruit to tlie Coiiiiiiissary. Tlio utlloer or 
ommiesiiined atlicer, in charge nf the soldier reipnring tlio iiocessiiriuB, is to sign tlio 
it of the iiGcessarles nt the miltiim of liuth ooxiies of the reixnisitioii, when tliey will 
rocniveil them IVom the Commissary. 

When olllcors may ho in sucii a stale of health os to render it nccossiiTy tliiit tiicy 
il (piit flic ni-iny, they must send tn Iiend quarters a cerlillcalo that the stato of their 
I requires removing; tins eertiliculo will he sent to the Inspeclur nf hospitals, and a 
of modicnl ofllccrs will Iki ordered to nsscinlilo to coiishlor of tlio neces.sity of tills 
' 111 ; and niiless tins Iiuiird should eortify that removal is necessary, it. will not in any 
le permitted. In the same niiuiiiur, if the incilical nltciidant on any iillicer, oitlier with 
my or nt oul-quartcr, sliould tliinh his reliitii to Kiiglniul noccssiiry, lie will certify it 
hoard ordered to consider of tlie cose. 

The Commander of tlio Forces caniuit avoid In taka this ap;nirliniity of ohserviiig that 
an oflicer is separated IVom his regiment in tlie jHirronnanoe of Ids duty, nr liy un- 
able circumstances, it is his first duty to ciiilenvur to jiiiii, when tlie duty sliiill havii 
performed, or the oircuinslaiices siiall no lunger exist, wliioii occosiiineil ins sannraliun 
Ids regiment ; this is peonliarly Ids duty, and must prulialily would he nn iihjoct to 
oificer in this army, at a moment wiioii die army might lie supposed to bo involved 
fiionltios. From tlio exoclleut character winch Lient. ■ bears, and firoin ids 

ir servioGS and good conduct, the Conimandor of the Xfurccs belioves with tlio Court 
nl that lie was (iosirons of joining bis regiineiit. That which lias occunod to lilm, 
rcr, and the fact which is notorious to the wliole lumiy, if any olTort Iiad Iioen inndo 
n it, it must Iiave been saccessl'nl, should lie a warning to all ufitcors in the sitnatiun 
lich Lieut. . found Iiimself, not to listen to the soiiseless reports wliich invu- 
' prevail on tlie flank ami roar of all armies, hut to endeavor seriously to join tlicir 
cuts; at all events, not to go farther to the rear till the necessity fur so doing will 
bocomo eviihiiit and urgent. 

It is directed that particular attention may he paid by tlio ingimonts nf tlio army to 
ig in tlieir weekly stales ami mnnilily returns corroot. Tliei'e iiave lieen of lalo so 
mistakes and alterations in mini and horses niinecuuuted fur, lliat almost iiiviirlulily 
atos have been relnrncd to tlio regiments prior to Ihu possibility of making out tlio 
al state of tlio army. This occasiuns nut iiiily tronbls, Imt cuiisiderublu lUilay. In 
ion to tho due examination of tlio returns by Ilia Commanding oflicer previims to Ids 
turo, and his comparing tlipm witli tlio former to sou Ihiil tliey ciirruspniid, htigado 
at tmd OBSMt, adj. gens, of divisions must strictly coin|iani tuid oxamiiie all states sent 
he latter will be hdd particularly responsible for forwarding correct states, 
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that you should have any trouble with our soldiers, whose trip from 
Talavera to Almeida appears as extraordinary as many other of their 
feats. 

We have so many officers sick and wounded, that it would he difficult 
now to spare one from this army to do the duty which you propose should 
he done hy a British officer to he stationed at Almeida. I would therefore 
request you to continue to take the trouble of doing it, and to draw upon 
the British Paymaster Gen. at Lisbon for any money you may disburse 
for this, or for any other service for the British army ; and if you will 
make your drafts payable at a fortnight’s sight, and give me notice of 
them, I shall take care that they are duly honored. If you cannot get 
money at Almeida for your bills, 1 will send you some, and request you to 
let me know what sum. I shall he obliged to you to send me an account, 
from time to time, of the sums you may have disbursed, stating the name 
of the soldier to whom given, his regiment, and the company to which he 
belongs. 

We have suspected for some time past tliat the enemy intended to attack 
Ciudad Rodrigo, which we must strain every nerve to prevent. Send me 
the earliest intelligence, by the quickest means of conveyance, of any of 
the movements in that quarter which may give you reason to believe that 
they really entertain, and are about to carry that design into execution. 
If they should move heavy artillery from Valladolid, Burgos, or Madrid, 
it may be considered certain. 

Let me have all tlie information you can acquire of the roads leading 
from Gastello Branco to Ciudad Rodrigo ; and particularly whether it is 
possible to go with the guns on any road without passing by Guarda be- 
tween Guarda and the Puerto de Perales. Sir R. Wilson is at Gastello 
Branco, watching the enemy’s motions. 

To J. Murray, Esq., Conuaissary General. Sadajoz, 7th Sept. 1809, 

Since I wrote to you on the 30th Aug., having learned from Mr. Vil- 
liers that much time will elapse before the silver lately arrived from Eng- 
land can be coined, and that the Portuguese government will suffer great 
inconvenience if he should not be able to make the usual payments on 
account of tire subsidy, I request you will by return of post inform me 
what sums of money you have received at Lisbon between 1st and 31st 
Aug. on account of bills on England, negotiated at Lisbon, Cadiz, or 
Gibraltar ; and what sums you have received from England or elsewhere, 
exclusive of the bullion and gold coin lately arrived in the Fylla, in order 
that I may direct you what sum you are to pay to Mr. Villiers. 

To J. Munay, Esq., Commissary General. Badajo^ 7th Sept. 1809. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Adm. Berkeley, regarding 
the mules purchased for the army at Tangier ; and I beg that, upon the 
receipt of this letter, you will take the most efficient measures, not only 
to pay for the mules which may have been purchased at Tangier, but to 
have them received and taken care of at their landing place, and thence 
brought up to the army. 

I likewise enclose an extract of a letter from Adm. Berkeley, pointing 

voi.. Ill, 2 I 
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out what he conceives would he a aatisfaetory mode of paying for these 
mules ; upon which I have only to observe, that if you should adopt this 
mode, to which 1 see no objection, it is desirable that you should authorise 
your agent at Gibraltar to grant the bUls in payment for the mules, 
instead of the paymaster at Gibraltar, with whom this army has no concern ; 
and that as this is a business of some magnitude and expense to the public, 

1 think it desirable that you should send somebody to Tangier more likely 
to be a good judge of a mule than the Agent of transports, upon whose 
receipt the payment should be made. But it must be clearly understood 
that payment must be made for all mules received by the Agent of trans- 
ports before your agent shall have arrived at Tangier. 

To Col. Bodbe. Badajoz, 7th Sept. 1809, 

t have received your letter of the 4th. I beg that you will tell Gen, 
Eguia that I consider it as very irregular that any sealed letter should pass 
his front from the enemy to any body in this army j that those which have 
arrived lately related solely to the wounded officers and soldiers, and to a 
proposal which I had made to exchange them ; and that I beg that, in 
future, he will be so kind as to open any letter which may come to his 
posts, and which may he sealed. I should send for his peruskl those which 
have come lately, only that I have been obliged to make a reference to 
Lord Wellesley upon them, and have yet to answer them. Let me hear 
from you constantly, and all reports. 

Do you want money for your messengers, or other purposes ? 

P. S. If you have any opportunity, you may tell M. V. de Thdvenon 
that I will inquire about his friend, M. V. de Farincouit, and will let liim 
know the result. 1 request you to mention to Gen. Eguia that there are 

2 battalions, one of Seville, the other of Merida, still with Sir R. Wilson, 
who is employed watching the movements of the enemy towards Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; and I shall be obliged to Gen. Eguia if he will inform me what 
shall be done with them. These 2 battalions arc much in want of pay, 
having received none for some time; and if Gen. Eguia wishes it, I shall 
order that some may he advanced to them. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Bailajoz, 7th Sept. 1809. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter, 
and I am much obliged to you for your intentions to send a transport to 
convey to Lisbon the recovered men of the 21111 regt. As these men have 
been removed to Gibraltar, I conclude Adm. Purvis will not have had it 
in his power to send them round. 

I have directed the Commissary Gen. to adopt the most early and efficient 
measures to pay for the mules purchased for the army at Tangier, and 
have desired bim^ to follow the mode proposed in your letter, with this 
difference, that his agent at Gibraltar is to give his own bills on the Lords 
of the Treasury on the production of the receipts of the Agent of trans- 
ports for the mules, instead of the bills of the Paymaster Gen. at Gibraltar, 
who has no concern whatever with this army. As this is a business of 
some magnitude, and likely to he expensive to the public, and is very 
important to the army, I have also thought it proper to desire the Com- 
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missaiy Gen. to send an agent of his own to Tangier, in whose judgment 
of a mule he can confide, upon whose receipts the payment may he made. 
I have thought it proper to give this direction, in order to avoid the com- 
plaints of the mules and references which I should hereafter have made to 
me ; hut I have directed that all the receipts of the Agent of transports 
should be taken up, and the value of the mules paid at Gibraltar till the 
Commissary’s agent shall arrive. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiera. Badojoz, 7(h Sept. 1808. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter 
of the 1st inst., enclosing an extract of one from Mr. Sec. Canning, 
respecting the practicability of procuring at Lisbon certain articles of 
ordnance and military stores, required for the use of the Portuguese troops. 
You will observe that these ai'ticles were required by Marshal Beresford, 
who is now at Lisbon, and is more capable than I am of giving you accu- 
rate information of the urgency of the want of each article, and of the 
capacity of the city of Lisbon to supply any, and what part of the demand. 
I think it very desirable, however, that a part at least of the demand of 
each article should be supplied from England, as soon as the Ordnance 
can prepare it. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Bailajoz, 7lh Sept. 1809. 

Conceiving that, upon the receipt of the bullion, you would not require 
your fifth, I had desired Mr. Murray not to pay it to you ; but I now write 
to him to desire that he will let me know how much you are entitled to 
for last montli ; and as soon as I shall receive his answer, I shall give 
orders that it may be paid to Mr. Bell. I shall inquire respecting the 
Serjeant of the 4.3d ; but, from the complexion of the case, I suspect that 
it will not be possible to do any thing for him. 


To Muiquis Wellesley. Badajoz, 7th Sept. 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose a memorandum stating the positions occu- 
pied by the British army, for your Excellency’s information. 


Badajo! 

Merida 


Head Quarters and the artillery, 
f The brigade of Heavy covolry and troop of Horse 
1 artillery. 

One division of Infanh'y. 

One division of Infantry, and a brigade of artillery. 
One division of Infantry. 

One division of Infantry. 

1 squadron of Cavalry in each of the following tewns : Alburquerque, La Roca, Hontijo, 
Talavera Real, Badajoz, Blvas, Campo Maior, 2 in Olivenya, and 4 in Villa Vifosa. 


Montijo, Puebla de la Calzada 
Talavera Real 
Near Badajoz . . 

Campo Maioi 


To Marquis Wellesley. Badajoz, 7tli Sept. 1809. 

I wrote to the Commander in Chief of the French army some days ago, 
to propose that some of the wounded ofificers in the hospital at Talavera 
-de la Reyna should be exchanged for French officers in our possession : in 
answer to which proposition I have received a letter from Marshal Soult, 
in which he proposes to excliange some of them for Gen. Franceschi, 
Capt. Antoine, and Lieut. Bernard, who were lately taken on the road 
from Zamora to Valladolid, and are now prisoners at Seville. 

2 I 2 
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I thinlc it is not improbable that the Spanish government, adverting to 
the manner in -which the British officers in the hospital at Talavera have 
become prisoners of war, might not be disinclined to allow Gen. Fran- 
ceschi, and the other officers with him, to be at liberty in exchange for 
some, and to facilitate the general exchange of all the British officers ; 
and I shall be very much obliged to your Excellency if you will exert 
your influence with the Spanish government, in order that this arrange- 
ment may tabe effect. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Badajoz, 7th Sept. 1809. 

I shall feel very much obliged to you if you will desire Armstrong, or 
Forbes, to send me copies of the accounts which the government receive 
from Venegas, &c., and of the enemy’s movements and operations in their 
front, as from them I shall be able to judge in some degree what are their 
designs. 

At present I have no intelligence whatever, excepting the nonsense 1 

receive occasionally from , as the Spaniards have defeated all my 

attempts to obtain any, by stopping those whom I sent out to make in- 
quiries. It is very desirable, however, that I should have the means of 
forming an early judgment on their designs, that I may move early to 
defeat them ; and that I should know that they do not design any opera- 
tion immediately, as it is desirable that I should go to Lisbon for a few 
days, if I can venture to quit the army ; and I should -wish also to go 
towards Seville to see you. 


75* ji.O. lo Cal, — , IMan, 7th Sept. 1809. 

In reply to your letter addressed to die Military Secretary, which, upon a point 
of ditcipliiie, should have been addressed to this department, I am directed by the 

Commander of the Forces to acquaint you that yon will call upon Capt. to 

give in charges against Dr. , -wiio must be brought to trim before a General 

Court Martial, which will be ordered to assemble at Lisbon. 

Tie ji.Q. lo laeul. , Queen' e regl, 7th Sept. 1809. 

I have the Commander of the Forces' directions to acquaint you that you are 
to be tried by a Court Martial, which is ordered to assemble to-morrow at Lieut. 
Gen. Payne’s quaiters liere at 12 o'clock, upon the following charge: 'For having 
struck a sentinei of the Portuguese guard at Elvas whilst in the execution of 
his duty, wresting his bayonet from him, and throwing it over the ramparts of 
the town.’ Y ou will be pleased to appear before the Court at the above men- 
tioned hour, when your trial will be proceeded upon. 

Tie A.G. to Col. Peacock, Lisbon. 7th Sept. 1S09. 

I have the Commander of the Forces' directions to acquaint you that you will 
he pleased to order the officers who have aliscnted tlicmselves Irom tho army, 
without leave, immediately under arrest, and send them up to the head quarters of 
the army, reporting themselves to me. I enclose you a list of such as I have 
selected. 

I have also to inform yon that ail officers who should be sufficiently recovered 
from sickness or otherwise, to he able to take their duty, should proceed and join 
their regiments without delay. 

To Marshal Beresford. Badajoz, 8th Sept. 1809. 

I have just received your letter of the 3d, and I am glad to find that 
you agree with me in opinion respecting the mode in which British 
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officers might have been employed with the Portuguese amry to the 
greatest advantage. It appears, however, that we differ in opinion on two 
points respecting these officers : one, that it would have been necessary 
in that case that all of them should have been of high rank ; the other, 
that it would have been impossible to use any of them at present in the 
manner in which I had proposed. 

In respect to the first point, I have to observe, that according to my 
notion, they would have derived all their authority from you, as the head 
of the army ; and as being your adjutants, acquainted with your senti- 
ments, conveying your orders, and representing your authority ; and they 
would have required no rank to jierform the duties of their situation. In 
respect to the use of them at present, I agree with you that Blunt or 
Campbell might be very much surprised and annoyed to see Douglas or 
Warre act as viceroy over them j but there is no occasion to send them 
to Blunt or Campbell. I should send them to govern Silveira, or Miranda, 
and people of that description ; and I should employ the drills to super- 
intend Biose like Machado aitd others, of whom you have many. The 
English officers employed reginientally, and who may be of more use than 
I supposed them to be, could have no objection to this employment of 
their juniors j not to command them, but to superintend the conduct of 
those who do and must command them. 

We are mistaken if we believe that what these Portuguese and Spanish 
armies require is discipline, properly so called. They want the habits 
and spirit of soldiers j the habits of command on one side, and of obedi- 
ence on the other ; mutual confidence between officers and men ; and, 
above all, a determination in the superiors to obey the spirit of the orders 
they receive, let what will be the consequence, and the spirit to tell the 
true cause if they do not. In short, the fact is, there is so much trick in 
the Portuguese army, and the kind of subaltern character they have given 
you as officers is so little likely to check it, or to make you acquainted 
with the true state of things, that I despair of seeing matters upon a pro- 
per footing till you shall be able to superintend almost personally all 
branches of the service. 

I have sent you all the letters which I have received from England 
regarding the Portuguese service. Did you send me an official letter 
respecting die pay of the officers ? I don’t recollect it. 

G. O. Dailnjos, 6th Soph 1609. 

The Commander of the Forces has heard with much concern that persons employed at 
Lisbon in landing stores for the army have landed goods liable to pay duty, under pretence 
that they were for the use of the troops. The Coairpander of the Forces is determined to 
disgrace and punish those who shall be foimd out to have been concerned in those scan- 
dalous transactions j and in order to prevent them in future, he desires that when any 
articles aie to be landed from any ship in the Tagus for tlie use of the troops, theoOicer at 
the head of the department, for whose service they ore to be laniiid, is to give one day's pre- 
vious notice to the officer commanding at Lisbon of this intention, stating particularly the 
shill from which in the river, and the place to which on shore, the articles are to be taken, 
and, as far us may be possible, the denominations and quantifies of the articles to helantted. 

The Commanding officer at Lisbon is immediately to convey this notice to His Majesty's 
ambassador at Lisbon, in order that he may make such communications on the subject to 
the govei'jiineut »s he may tliiiik proper. In case the government may tliink proper to 
order it, customhouse officers are to be allowed to attend in the ship, in the lioats conveying 
tlie articles from the ship to the shore, and in the store house, in unler to see that the goods 
are conveyed to their d^tlnation according to notice given. 
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I send you the regulation wliicli we have received, and according to 
vhich I shall invariably act in respect to the issue of bdt and forage money. 

I intended to leave to your decision whether Sir R. Wilson should re- 
nain north of the Tagus, or should come to this side, and I thought I had 
!o expressed myself in my letter to him. But upon referring to my 
letter to him, I find that he might have considered what I stated as a wish 
that it might be practicable for him to come to this quarter as an order 
for him to come across the Tagus j and he marched accordingly. I stopped 
him, however, and he is gone back to Costello Branco. 

I have ordered Gen. C. Craufurd to join the army, the brigades and 
divisions of which I want to arrange, prepai-atory to any fresh operations. 

You shall have Copt. White of the 21th. Don’t you think Golegao 
high up for your cavalry ? I think that before the winter is over we 
shall have to assemble between the Tagus and the Mondego the whole of 
the British and Portuguese army ; and I want to save the resources of the 
country, particularly the straw, barley, and India com, for that movement, 
which will decide the fate of Portugal. 

I would eat up every thing at Lisbon, because we can always import 
or bring down by the river wliat we want, and preserve every thing at a 
distance. If we cannot use it or remove it, wo can easily bum it. 

To theBt. Hon. 7. Villiera. Baclajo^ 8th Sept. 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 5th, and I enclose a copy of the order 
which I have issued respecting the smuggling transactions at Lisbon. 

We ought to pay for tlie couriers certainly, and I enclose a warrant for 
the money, addressed to the Commissary General at Lisbon, where it will 
be received. 

It is an extraordinary circumstance that I cannot receive an answer from 
the 14th dragoons respecting the discharge of Kelly ; I write, however, 
again. 

The soldiers of the army have permission to go to mass, so far as this ; 
they are forbidden to go into the churches during the performance of 
divine service, unless they go to assist in the performance of the service. 
I could not do more, for in point of fact, soldiers cannot by law attend the 
celebration of mass, excepting in Ireland. The thing now stands exactly 
as it ought} any man may go to mags who chooses, and nobody makes any 
inquiry about it. The consequence is, that nobody goes to mass, and 
although we have whole regiments of Irishmen, and of course Roman 
Catholics, I have not seen one soldier perform any one act of religious 
worship in these Catholic countries, excepting making the sign of the 
cross to induce the people of the country to give them wine. Although, 
as you will observe, I have no objection, and they may go to mass if they 
choose it, I have great objections to the inquiries and interference of the 
priests of the country to induce them to go to mass. The orders were 
calculated to prevent ail intrigue and interference of that description } and 
I was very certain, that when the Irish soldiers were left to themselves 
either to go or not, they would do as their comrades did, and not one of 
them would be seen in a church. I think it best that you should avoid 
having any further discussion with the priests on this subject j but if you 
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should have any, it would he best that you should tell them what our law is, 
and what the order of this army. Prudence may then induce them to re- 
frain from taking any steps to induce the Roman Catholic soldiers to 
attend mass ; but if it should not, and their conduct should be guided by 
religious zeal, I acknowledge, that however indifferent I should have been 
at seeing the soldiers flock to the churches under my orders, I should not 
be very well satisfied to see them filled by the influence of the priests, taking 
advantage of the mildness and toleration which is the spirit of that order. 

I enclose a complaint from Dr. Forbes, of his servant, who is in cus- 
tody, Col. Walsh knows where. It is very desirable that some steps should 
be taken to punish this man. Although we have reason to be satisfied 
with tlie Portuguese nation in general, there are many individual instances 
of this kind of conduct, and it is very desirable that the people of the 
country should know that they cannot be guilty of it with impunity ; pro- 
bably they would send the delinq,uent to me to be disposed of as a follower 
of the army. 

In respect to the complaints you have sent me of the conduct of detach- 
ments, tliey are only a repetition of others which I receive every day 
from all quarters of Spain and Portugal ; and I can only lament my 
inability to apply any remedy. 

In the first place, our law is not what it ought to be ; and I cannot pre- 
vail upon government even to look at a remedy. 

2dly; Our military courts having been established solely for the pur- 
pose of maintaining military discipline, with the same wisdom which has 
marked all our proceedings of late years, we have obliged the officers to 
swear to decide according to the evidence brought before them, and wc 
have obliged the witnesses to give their evidence upon oath. The wit- 
nesses being almost in every instance common soldiers, whose conduct 
this tribunal was constituted to control, the consequence is, that perjury 
is almost as common a military offence as drunkenness and plunder ; and 
when the soldiers are brought before a General Court Martial upon serious 
questions, in which they formerly told the truth on their oath, (oaths, and 
the breaking of oaths, being so common,) the truth can never be ascertained. 

3dly ; The people of Spain and Portugal, ready enough to complain, and 
in the first to claim payment for the outrages committed by the soldiers, 
and in the last to assign these outrages as an excuse for not doing what 
they are ordered, have invariably declined to prosecute, and have omitted 
to appear as evidence against the soldiers. Only 2 days ago, I was 
obliged to convey my sentiments in plain terms to the Governor of this 
place, and to Gen. Leite ; the former of whom, having confined 3 soldiers 
for an outrage, respecting which he made a formal complaint, wanted me 
to excuse them from punishment ; and the latter having complained of, 
and indeed placed in confinement, an officer and a soldier who had at- 
tacked and disarmed a sentry at Elvas, wished that I should take no further 
notice of this outrage. 

I have made inquiries respecting the officer of the cavalry stated to have 
committed outrages at Thomar, but I am very well convinced that the 
person who has complained of him will not appear to substantiate the 
complaint when called upon, any more than the other gentleman will to 
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substantiate the complaint against the Commissary or the Inspector of 
Hospitals. Under these circumstances, how can discipline be maintained ? 
It is a curious circumstance, that notwithstanding I have been aware of 
the necessity, and have determined to execute any man found guilty or in 
the act of plunder, I have not yet executed one ; although I really believe 
that more plunder and outrage have been committed by this army, than 
by any other that ever was in the held : to this add, that I have not less 
tlian 7 or 8 Provosts, other armies having usually 3. 

I know nothing about Capt. Chapman’s promise of stores from the 
Engineer department. I have been positively ordered not to give the 
British stores, and 1 must obey those orders, excepting in cases in which 
I shall see the necessity of giving them, and shall be convinced that they 
can be spared. Besides this, Beresford ought to make the application, if 
the stores are required. 

P..S. In respect to the complaints that the British soldiers have taken 
all the beasts off the road to Gastello Branco, it is positively false ; I 
passed that road in June last, before any of the troops passed, and there 
were neither men nor beasts upon it. 


Ttu A.G. to Col. WalA, Town Major, Zidon. 6th Sept. 1809. 

I have laid your letter and several enclosures, relating to the correspondence 
between you and Col. Peacocke, before the Commander of the Forces, and am 
directed to remark that his Excellency’s time cannot be taken up with examining 
iuto trivial complaints and grievances between two officers placed in situations to 
assist each other in carrying on the public service ; and it is much beneath them 
to he catching at opportunities of doing each other ill service. It is impossihle 
that the business at Lisbon can be carried on if Col. Peacocke and you transact 
every thing by letter when personal communication is so much more easy and 
satisfactory. The Commander of tlie Forces desires this may be understood with 
regard to the other point. You certainly did no more than your duty in ac- 
quainting the A. Q. M. G. that the men of the 9th and 20th were ready to pro- 
ceed to Gibraltar. They are to go the first opportunity. The Commander of the 
Forces hopes to hear no further of such trifling complaints as your last letter is 
filled with. 


The A,G, to Lietti, Gen. Payne, 6th Sept. 1809. 

I have laid your letter and enclosure before the Commander of the Forces, and 
am directed to acquaint you that if the question respecting the rank of Capt. 
Bishoffshausen and Capt. Aly had occurred in any regiment excepting one belongs 
ing to the Legion, he would have decided that Capt. Aly was the senior in the 
regiment; but as the 1st hussars form a part of the Legion, the rank of which 
may he gtiided by different rules from those which prevail in the British national 
service, his Excelleucy will refer the question for the consideration of H. R. H. 
the Duke of Cambridge, Colonel of the Legion. In the mean time Capt. Bislioffs- 
hausen must continue to command the squadron, and he considered as the senior 
captain. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Badajos, 9th Sept. 1609. 

I have the honor to acquaint your Lordship that Mr. Dillon, an Assist. 
Commissary, was taken by the enemy on the 26th July. He was told 
that it was not the custom to consider either Surgeons or Commissaries as 
prisoners of war ; but that, as the British ti-oops in Calabria had taken 
and detained a M. Hdbert, a French Commissary, he, Mr. Dillon, could 
only be allowed to return in exchange for that gentleman. 

I have herewith the honor to enclose the Cartel £Echange which Mr. 
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Dillon brought with him ; and I beg to observe, that M. Hubert is called 
JrUendarU General de la He'gie des Vivres, and is therefore of a much 
higher rank than an Assist. Commissary. If, however, His Majesty’s 
government chose to admit the principle of not considering either Sur- 
geons or Commissaries as prisoners of war, M. Hebert should be sent 
back with a notification of the admission of this principle ; otherwise I 
imagine they will not allow Mr. Dillon to be exchanged for a person of 
so much superior rank. In the mean time I have ordered Mr. Dillon to 
do his duty until I receive your Lordship’s answer. 


7%e A.G.to Thos. Keate, Etq., Stay. Gen., London. Oth Sept. 1 809. 

The Inspector of hospitals, Dr. Franck, has referred your letter of dte 13th ult. 
to his Excellency Sir A. Wellesley, and I am directed by him to acquaint you that 
with wliatever views the Medical board may have sent the instructions of the 13th 
A\ig., which your letter conveys, his Excellency is of opinion they will fully 
agree with him on the impropriety of those orders being now carried into effect; 
indeed it would be totally impracticable without a manifest suffering of the British 
army. The battle of Talavera having produced so great an addition to th e hospitals 
of this army, and the army having nearly 10,000 sick, make it impossible, with 
proper justice to the medical ofiScers now belonging to It, to attend to all tiie 
patients, and a greater supply is certainly required Iiere. You will tlierefore see 
how little any medical assistance can be spared. Dr. Franck has in consequence 
been directed to suspend taking any measures, in consequence of your letter, until 
he hears further from you. 

To Brig. Gen. Alex. Campbell. Badajoz, TOtb Sept. 1809. 

I am concerned that it is necessary that you should go home, and I 
enclose you letters for Lord Castlereagh and Sir D. Dundas, which I 
hope may be of use to you, but I fear will not be so. 

To Major Gen. J. Murray. Badajoz, lOtb Sept. 1809. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 21st Aug. I do 

not know any thing of Mr. j indeed I never heai’d his name ; and I 

can scarcely believe that my brother Henry would have employed him or 
any body else, as agent to me or the army, without informing me of it. 

I should suspect that Mr. is a trading Prize agent, who is very 

willing to interfere in any prize case which may offer itself to his atten- 
tion, without any direct authority from any of the parties concerned in the 
prize. 

I considered well, when I was at Oporto, the whole question of the 
claim of the array to the property at Oporto, and I discussed it with the 
Admiral, and the result was a conviction on my mind that we have no 


G. o. Badajoz, Sth Sept. 1809. 

1. Staff Surgeons of divisions. Surgeons of brigades, regimental Surgeons, and Assist. 
Surgeons, having charge of regimental sick, are directed to pay jnrticular alteniion to the 
G. O. resjiecting the hospital deportment. The Inepector of hospitals has not been able to 
obtain correct returns of the regimental medical staff and of the sick, from tho circumstance 
of the orders of the 13th Aug. not having been obeyed. 

3. Weekly returns of sick are to be transmitted every Sunday morning to the Inspector 
of hospitals, and monthly returns every 20tli, in which will be sjiecifiecl the names of regi- 
mental surgeons and assist, surgeons, whether present or absent; and bow employed; also 
hospital mates, who may be attached to regiments, must be included in tlie returns ; the 
general and regimental hospital staff will transmit to the Inspector of hospitals' head quar- 
ters their names, and dates of their commissions bom the time of their entrance into tbe 
service. 
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claim whatever, either to prize or salvage. I should he glad to he con- 
viuced that we were mistaken, but I am pretty certain we were not so ; 
indeed so certain, that I have never taken an opinion upon the subject, 
although I desired Col. Trant to take an account of the property found at 
Oporto. 


G, 0. BadojoZi lOUi Sojit. 1800. 

2. The Commander of the Forces has much pleasure in publishing; tu tlie officers aiul 
troops the fallowing copy of a letter from the Secretary of State, conveying His Majesty's 
approbation of their gHhuit conduct in tlie late action (rf Talaveta. 

Vise. Castlereagh, one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, to his Excellency 
Lieut, Gen, Sir A. AVellesley, K..B. 

Downing Street. Slst Ang. tSOQ, 

Sir, Your letters of ffie dates referred to in die margin * have been received and laid 
before the King. 

Tliut of die 29th of July, which leports the result of an attack made on the comhined 
British and Spanish armies, near Talavera de la Reyna, ou the 27th and 28tli ult, by the 
united corps of Victor and Sehastiaiii, and the tronjis from Madrid, has been received by 
His Majesty with the utmost interest and satisfaction. 

The nature of the position occupied by the Spanish army, and the deliberate purpose of 
die enemy to direct his whole efl'oits against the troops of His Majesty, as it has tlimivii 
upon the British army nearly die entire weight of this great contest, has afforded them an 
opportunity of ncrpiiriiig for tliemselves the important glory of having vanquished the 
French army of mure than double their number, not ill a short or partial struggle, but in a 
Imttle obstinately contested in two successive days, not wholly discontinued even through- 
out the intervening night, and fought under circumstances whicli brought the mass of both 
armies into close and reiieated combat. 

The King, in contemplating so glorious a display of the valor and prowess of his 
troops, has commanded me to declare his Royal approbation of the conduct of his whole 
army. 

His Majesty hoa directed me to signify in the most marked and espuoiul manlier to you 
his gracious sense of your personal services on the ever-memorable uccBsiou, nut less dis- 
playeil in the glorious result of the battle itself, than hi the consummate ability, valor, and 
military resource with wliiuh the many difficulties of this arduous and protracted contest 
were met and provided for by your tried experience and judgment. 

The conduct of Lieut. Geii. iilierbroake has entitled him to the King's entire approbation. 
His Majesty lias observed with satisfactiuii die maimer in which he led on the troops to the 
charge with tlie bayonet, a species of attack which, ou all occasions, so well accords with 
the dauntless character of British soldiers. 

His Majesty has uoticed.widi the same gracious approbation the conduct of the several 
General and other officers ; all hare done their duty, most of them luive had occasion of 
eminently dutiiiguishing themselves ; the instances of which, os repotted by you, have nut 
escaped His Majesty's attention. 

Ill signifying to tlie officers of the army in public orders His Majesty's approbation and 
thanks, it is His Majesty’s pleasure that they lie extended in the most distinct and parti- 
cular maimer to the iiun-cummissiuiied officers and men; on no occasion have tiicy dis- 
played with greater lustre the inestimable qualities which they possess as soldiers, nor have 
they on any former occasion more nobly sustained the military character of the British 
nation. 

In acknowledging die services of the lirave army under your command. His Majesty 
cannot refrain from those expressions of sorrow and regret witii which bis Royal mind lias 
been ofl’ected, at observing the great number of gallant officers and soldiers wlio have fallen 
at the battle of 7'alavera. His paternal feelings derive their best consulutiou, ou this occa- 
sion, from the persuasion that bravery so distinguished, and exertions so iieroic, cannot but 
liave obtained fur their country the must important and lusting advantages ; and, wliiUl the 
security and glory of his own Empire have been confirmed by the achievements of his troops. 
His Majesty trusts that their efibrts will not prove unavailing, under Divine Frovideiice, in 
Ibe defence of the rights and liberties of die Bjiaiiish iiatiou. 

His Majesty has directed a medal tu be distributed to the General and other officers 
commanding corps, in conimemoratiun of the victory of Talavera; and bos further com- 
manded, that bis Royal approbation of the services of bis gallant troops in .Spain should be 
.published in General Orders to the whole of the Biitisli army, 

* 29 July i I Aug. 


SPAIN. 


4S1 


The principles upon which prize questions rest, are; Ist; What is 
captured belongs originally to His Majesty. 2dly; That hy various 
Acts of Parliament, and his proclamation. His Majesty has granted to the 
navy and army, in certain ^ares, the property captured from an enemy. 
3dly; This property must be condemned os prize in the Court of 
Admiralty. 

In the case of Oporto, we were acting as allies to the government of 
Portugal, in the territories belonging to that government, and a large pro- 
perty was taken from the enemy, which had been private, but which tlie 
enemy had converted into public. The territory was that of our ally, and 
the property was witliin it ; and of course the property belonged to the 
power which possessed the territory. Neither the English acts of parlia- 
ment, nor the King’s proclamations, could operate upon it ; much less 
could the King’s courts, without a fresh act of violence, viz. that of re- 
moving the property from Oporto to England, make it tlie subject of their 
discussions and decisions. In respect to salvage for English vessels, and 
property taken from the enemy in the port of an ally, the question depends 
upon the wording of an act of parliament which I have not by me, but I . 
understand that the claim can be successfully resisted. 

In respect to the relative claims of army and navy, the facts are as 
follows. The army attacked and beat the enemy out of Oporto, tliere 
being at that time off the port two of His Majesty’s ships, belonging to 
Adm. Berkeley’s squadron. The business was done by the army, but 
there is no doubt but those ships and the Admiral have a right to share in 
any benefit resulting from the capture ; and, on the other hand, the army 
have a right to share with the navy. These are the facts, and my opinion 
upon them, but I may be wrong ; and I should be sorry if the army were 
to lose any advantage to which they ore entitled by any error of judgment 
of mine. I shall therefore be obliged to you if, in concert with Green- 
wood, you will take law opinions upon the different points contained in 
this letter; and if those opinions should be favorable to the right of the 
army, either to the property captured, (of which I desire Col. Trant to 
take an account,) or salvage for the British vessels and property reco- 
vered from the enemy, I shall further request you to employ some proper 
person to assert the right of the army, either in concert with the Agent 
employed by the navy, or otherwise, as you may think best. 

I shall also he obliged to you, if you will desire Greenwood to write to 
my brother Henry, and ascertain from him whether he employed Mr. 

in any manner ; I would write to him, hut I do not know where he 

is ; and it is as well that you and Greenwood should know how this matter 

stands, and what kind of man this Mr. is, before you proceed any 

further. 

I regret that you were not with us at Talavera; your presence would 
have been most useful. You will he sorry for poor Laugwerth. 

To Manhal Beresford. Badajoz, 12th Sept. 1809. 

I received last night your letter of the 8th regarding the rations of your 
aides de camp, upon which I have only to reply, that doubtless you and 
your aides de camp are entitled to all allowances as a British Lieut. Ge- 
neral and his aides de camp. 
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In respect to forage, the invariable rule is, that no officer shall draw for 
more than he requires ; and the application of that rule to yourself, to the 
case of yourself and your aides de camp, would bring it to this : that re- 
ceiving forage from the Portuguese Commissariat, you ought not likewise 
to receive it from the British. 

I am, however, disposed to settle the matter in any way that may be 
agreeable to you and your aides de camp; but I think the best way of 
arranging the business would be, if the Portuguese Commissaries have no 
forage at Lisbon, or none of the description that you and your aides de 
eamp require, tliat I should order the Commissary Gen. to deliver from 
his stores at Lisbon to the Portuguese Commissary, certain quantities of 
forage, for which Mr. Villiers will pass his receipts, according to the 
Commissariat arrangement settled between you and me. It is impossible 
for me to attach to you an English Commissary to supply you and your 
aides de camp with forage, and I think it would be irregular that you or 
they should receive forage from our Commissaries when you are at Lisbon, 
and not at any other time: I tliink, therefore, that the arrangement above 


(x. Ot 11th Sr2>t. J80P. 

2. The Commander of the Forcea connnt, however, avoul to ol»erve tliat uiifurtuijiite 
catastrophe which ha.s occuired, uud the circumstances wiiich have brought the^e serjemits 
to trial before tlie General Court Marti.il, originated in disobedience of orders, repeatcdly^ 
given out in orders. 

3. The use and object of a sidc-cart to any regiment is to carry the men, or the arms of 
the men wlio may lie taheii ill on t)ie march ; and, in order to accomplish tins ohjeeb t)>e 
cart ought to be with the regiment, and nut 2 days' march in the rear : if a cart is to be 
employed to carry sick men, it should equally accomjiaiiy the regiment, in which cose, if 
the cattle which draw it should be tired, ajqilicatioij might be made to the Commissary for 
fresh cuttle, and, at all events, no cart carrying sick should he left without some medical 
officer attending it : besides this, the Commander of the Forces observes that the pay' 
master 8 liouks, and probably otber articles helmigiiig to him, weie letl: upon this curt, 
which Is positively contrary to orders^ other means tieing provided to carry the paymaster's 
boohs ; and he deshes that the Cninmandiiig officer of the 2d batt 2^tii regt* will call on 
the paymaster to account for his books being ujhiii this cart, and will rejiurt whether he is 
now furnished with a hoi^e or mule to carry his books. 

4. The occurrences which have been the subject, and have been brouglit out before this 
General Court Idartaul, jinint out forcibly the necessity that the ufficeis of the army shuiihl 
oliey strictly the orders they receive. 

5. Tlie means of transport and conveyance are so scarce in this country, that unless the 
regulations respecting them are strictly olieyed the army cannot ho served; and most parti> 
cnlarly it cannot be served if every officer and noq-commisstoned officer is to do as he 
pleases atid take what he pleases by force of arms, wheicver he may meet it. 

O. A. O. Boilnjos, Idth Sept. 1B09. 

The 4th division having again in three instances plundered beediives, notwithstanding 
the orders of the 7th inst., the regiments of that division arc fortliwitli, upon the receipt of 
this order, to he turned out and placed under arms, and they are not to quit their arms till 
one hour after sunset, when they are to be sent to their huts, and sentiies placed round tlie 
camp to prevent all men from straggling; and they arc to be put under arms again to> 
morrow morning, at an hour before sunrise, and to stand by their arms till an hour atler 
sunset, and so on day alter day, till the soldiera shall have been discovered who have been 
guilry of these outrages, which, it is repeated, cannot be committed without the knowledge 
of the officH's and i*oii-commissioncd officers of the regiraents. When the regiments shall 
be under arms, men must he sent on fatigue for water, for their provisions to cook, &c. &c. 
uuder charge of officers and noii'commissioiiecl officers, in proportion to the strength of the 
parties, who must be brouglit back to the Hues as soon os the woik required for them shall 
iiave lieen peiformed. 

Col. Kemmis will report whether the orders of the 4th inst., requiring that the rolls 
should be colled in the 4th divisiou every hour, have been obeyed. This order is nut 
intended to anply to the Uth regt. 
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proposed would answer best. By the bye, writing about receipts reminds 
me that we ought to have receipts from Mr. Yilliers for the provisions 
you received at Gastello Branco. 

In respect to forage and provisions for all the other officers attached to 
the Portuguese army, excepting you and your aides de camp, I have no 
more to say to those concerns than I have to their pay. 

It is unfortunate that all these questions were not considered and de- 
cided when first the arrangement was made of bringing them to this 
country. I should think, however, that the best thing to do would be to 
settle with Mr. Villiers what rations of provisions each British officer shall 
receive, and you should get it from the Portuguese Commissariat. If you 
want those provisions from the British stores, you shall have them upon 
Mr. Villiers’s receipt : but I can much less undertake to find Commis- 
saries to furnish with provisions each British officer serving with the 
Portuguese army, than I can to find a Commissary to supply you and your 
aides de camp with forage. 

You are mistaken in supposing that, because these officers pay for their 
rations, they are entitled to receive them from the British Commissariat. 
If they do pay, the sum is carried to account by the person who pays them, 
with whom we and our Commissariat have nothing to do. In respect to 
forage, they are no more entitled to it from the British Commissariat than 
any other Portuguese officer. 

I positively refused leave of absence to Col. , telling him that I 

could not interfere with any officer in the Portuguese service. He has 
gone, therefore, without leave. I shall write to Lord Wellesley about him ; 
but I should think that he will find it impossible to force him to return to 
Portugal. 

I shall recommend your friend for an Ensigncy. Should you prefer a 
Cornetcy for him, I may be able to give him one. I have also received 
your letter of the 8th, respecting Ciudad Rodrigo. I think that the 
French have not had, since they entered Spain, so good an opportunity of 
attacking Ciudad Rodrigo as at the present moment. The arrival of Ro- 
mana’s force, if it is good for any thing, may indeed make some difference ; 
at all events, it will give us an opportunity of collecting a very large force 
in that quarter, which may disturb them a little. I think, however, that 
things are so nearly balanced in this part of Spain between strength of 
position and numbers, that neither party con do the other much mischief 
just at present ; and I believe the French are of the same opinion, which 
is the cause of their inactivity. 

I shall he very much obliged to you if you will desire your Adj. Gen. 
to send me a copy of his last monthly return of all the troops in Portugal, 
including militia, with an additional column specifying where the corps 
are ; likewise a copy of his general monthly return every month. And I 
request you also to desire D’Urban to write me a line to let me know 
when any of the corps are moved from the stations at which they appear 
to have been by the monthly return. 

I have sent you all the letters that I have received from England re- 
specting officers to be sent out for the Portuguese array. I have likewise 
received your letter of the 8th, respecting Romana’s movements. He is 
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to lie here on the day after to-morrow, when I ahall know more of what 
hie ohjecta are. Hia movementa now appear very unaccountable. 

I heard some time ago of the retrograde movementa of the French; 
hut on the next day there was a contradiction of them, which possibly had 
not reached Lisbon when you wrote. I think it very improbable that they 
will materially weaken their force in this part of Spain. 


To Marquis WelliiBley. Badajoz, 12th Sept. 1800. 

I have received intimation from Marshal Beresfoi’d that Col, , of 

the Portuguese service, is now at Seville, being absent from hia regiment 
without leave, and being indebted to the Portuguese government in a 
large sum of money, of which he has given no account. I conclude that 
the usual means have been adopted by Marsbal Beresford to induce 

Col, to return to his duty in Portugal j but as they have failed to 

produce their effect, and as this gentleman is one of His Majesty’s subjects, 
and in the service of hia ally the Prince Regent, I request your Excellency 
to urge the Spanish government to have him sent into Portugal without 
loss of time, or to my head quarters at this place. I know that Col, — — 
is absent from his regiment without leave, as I refused to give him leave. 


To Col. Feacocke. Baclajoz, 12th Sept. 180D. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th inst., and its 
enclosures. 

I desire that the troops in Lisbon and Belem may receive salt provi- 
sions twice a week, till those provisions shall be consumed which have 
been reported as likely to become unfit for use if kept much longer. 
The women and children of the officers and soldiers of the army are en- 
titled, the former each to half a ration, the latter to a quarter of a ration 
daily : and 1 see no objection to extending these allowances to the wives 
and children of clerks and others employed in the public departments, 
provided they are English born. If the clerk be Portuguese, it may be 
very necessary and proper to give him bis rations, but it cannot be ne- 
cessary to Ms wife and cMldren, and I desire that this practice may be 
discontinued. 

I conclude that the rations drawn by the lady, to whom you refer, as 
an officer's wife, are for the wives of other officers or soldiers, and if so 
they are perfectly regular ; if not, they must be discontinued : and, at all 
events, forage must not be allowed to the horse of an officer’s lady re- 
siding at Lisbon. I beg that you will understand that I am desirous of 
giving to the wives of the officers and soldiers of the army every indul- 
gence to the fullest extent allowed by His Majesty’s regulations ; but I 
can suffer no abuse, and every appearance of abuse must be checked im- 
mediately. 

The officers of the army are allowed to draw rations in the field for 
servants not soldiers, paying for the same; and I conceive the same in- 
dulgence may be extended to their families residing at Lisbon for English 
servants, but not for Portuguese. 

I beg that you will communicate this letter to the Commissai'iat de- 
partment. 
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To Vice Adm, the Hon, G. Berkeley. Badajox, 12th Sept. 1809. 

I have received your official letter of the 9th, relative to the Danish 
ships at Oporto, and the only official answer I can give is, that I have 
nothing to do with those ships. 

However, I mnst mention to you that I have desired that a legal opinion 
might be taken in England respecting the right of the navy and army to 
the property captured at Oporto ; and it would probably be desirable that 
we should not lose hold of these ships till we know what that opinion is. 
I have scarcely any doubt, however, for the reasons I have before stated 
to you, that we have no right to any of the property ; and if you should 
be of the same opinion, I shall write you an official answer to your letter 
of the 9th, to the purport above stated. 


To die Rt. Hon. J. Villicrs. Badajoz, 12lli Sept. 1800. 

Before I left Lisbon, Madame da Silva gave me a list containing the 
names of persons wlio, she said, were detained in France, and who, I 
believe, were the Bishops and other deputies called out of Portugal by 
Buonaparte, under pretence of settling a government for that country ; 
and she begged that if I had an opportunity I would interest myself in 
their favor, and have them sent back. Upon looking at the list, however, 
I found it contained the names of the Marquez d’Aloma and others, who 
are certainly traitors j and I wrote to her to say that I could have nothing 
to do with them. 

Nearly at the same time a prisoner, who had made his escape, brought 
in two letters from the Marquez d’Aloma, which Sir R. "Wilson sent to me ; 
and Senhor Sodrd having perused them, and told me that they were only 
common letters to his wife and to one of his friends, I sent them to 
Madame da Silva to be delivered to her. Madame da Silva had more sense 
than Sodre, and discovered something in the letters which he had not per- 
ceived, and wrote me that she would not deliver them without hearing 
further from me. Upon which I wrote to her to beg to have the letters 
again, and I now enclose them to you witli their translations. 

Beresford wrote to me some time ago to desire to have these letters ; 
at that time they were in Madame da Silva’s hands, and you are the most 
proper person to determine what is to be done with them. 

P.S. 1 have settled your money concerns as you wish, and only wait to 
hear from the Commissary Gen. to let you know how much you may now 
draw for. I send this by an English messenger, and I wish him to be 
detained at Lisbon ready to sail, till my dispatches shall arrive, when he 
must go home. I propose to send by him duplicates of my dispatches of 
the 8th, as I fear that Stanhope, not having arrived in England on the 
26th, has been taken. Can the enclosed direction be the Bishop of 
Gastello Branco ? 

To the Duke of Portland, Badajoz, 12tli Sept. 1800. 

I am very much obliged to your Grace for your kind letter of the 22d 
Aug., and highly flattered by your good opinion. 

His Majesty’s most gracious acceptance of my services, and his notice 
of the troops under my command, have been most gratifying to me j and 
I hope that I shall not prove myself undeserving of the honor which he 
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has manifested a disposition to confer upon me at your Grace’s sug- 
gestion.* 

Td Vise. Castlereagii. Badajoz, 12th Sept 1800. 

I am very much obliged to you for your kind letter of the 20th Aug., 
as well as for the mark of the King’s approbation, which your friendship 
for me has induced you to suggest to your colleagues to recommend to 
the King to confer upon me. I can only promise to do my best to prove 
myself not undeserving of the King’s imor and of the partiality of my 
friends. It has been most gratifying to me to read tbe proofs which you 
sent me, that the King’s mind corresponded with the wishes of my friends 
upon this occasion ; and 1 have great hopes that he will not be dissatisfied 
with subsequent transactions in this country, although they are of a dif- 
ferent nature from those of which he had marked his approbation in a 
manner so gracious towards me. 

I am more than ever convinced that if I had not taken the steps I did, 
as detailed in my dispatches of the 8th and Slat Aug., I should have lost 
the army ; whereas it is now acquiring strength daily. 

I send by this opportunity duplicates of the letters and dispatches 
sent on the 8th, as I fear that the Britannia, in which Stanhope went, who 
had charge of them, may have been taken, as he had not arrived in London 
on the 26th Aug. 

"We shall he glad to receive the 1st dragoons and the remount for the 
cavaliy. I am besides endeavoring to purchase horses here. The regi- 
ments conceive that they have more horses at the recruiting quarters than 
are to be sent out to them. The 4th dragoons, in particular, which will 
only receive 45, have many more, as well as the 16th. I am also much 
obliged to you for the recruits. 

1 wish very much that some measures could be adopted to get some 
recruits for the 29th regt. It is the best regiment in this army, has an 
admirable internal system, and excellent non-commissioned officers; but 
for the want of a second battalion, and somebody to attend to its recruit- 
ing, it is much reduced in numbers, by losses in the actions of Roli^a 
and Vimeiro, in the expedition to the north of Portugal and at Talavera. 

What shall I do with the horse transports now in the Tagus, and those 
coming ? 

I am very much obliged to you for your kindness about Hill and other 
officers. Hill deserves every thing that can be done for him, and I should 
he glad to see him honored as he deserves. 

* Tlie Duke of Portland, K.G,, First Lord of liie Treasury, to Lieut. Gen. the Hon, Sir 
A. Wellesley, K.B. Loudon, 22d Aug. 1809, 

To congratulate you on your victories would bo so feebly to express my senso of your 
sen-ices, that I must indulge, in tbe first instance, the gratitude which 1 feel to he due to 
you, and request your acceptance of my best thcnlcs ibr the credit as well as the service 
you have done to your country, which I trust will make all the impression which it ought 
to do on the minds of all descriptions of jjersons in tbe Kingdom. 

Nothing could be more gracious than ttie King's acceptance of your services, or more 
immediate and decisive than his approbation of the suggestion of creating you a Viscount, 
Long may you enjoy that honor, and be placed for tiie advantage and honor of your 
cuuniiy in those situations which may enable you to add to your own. 



SPAIN. 


497 


THt A.O, to lirig. Gen, Fane, ISth Sept. 1809. 

I -aoi directed by the Commander of the Forces to request yonr attention 
to the inaccuracy with which the regiments in your brigade transmit their returns. 
Their last dates have been twice sent back, and the inaccuracies marked upon 
them, so that they may be especially corrected ; but they have been returned 
without alteration or explanation. 1 have, therefore, to desire that, if the officer 
who makes out the returns does not see that both men and horses in the last 
returns are unaccounted for, he will ]>roceed immediately to head quarters, 
that iie may furnish, by personal communication, the necessary explanation. If, 
on the contrary, the omissions are perceived, may I beg you to give the officers 
commanding regiments and the Brigade Major a caution that these mistakes do not 
occur again, as it is inconceivable the trouble that it occasions in this department. 

To the Duke of Richmond. Badajoz, 13th Sept. 1800. 

I have received, and thank you for, your letter of the 18th Aug. I am 
glad that you were satisfied with our battle, and I hope that you will have 
been so with our subsequent operations. I find that my dispatch of the 
8tb Aug. did not get home, in which I gave an account of the causes and 
circumstances of our retreat across the Tagus, a copy of which, with its 
enclosures, I desired might be sent to you ; but I have sent a duplicate of 
it this day, and a copy of it will go to you. Pray observe in Jourdan’s letter 
to Soult the accurate knowledge the French had of all our movements. 

I have since heard that they had messages going between them and their 
spies in the Spanish army throughout the days of the 27th and 28th ; but 
tills I can scarcely credit. Soiilt says tliat we are covered with glory ; 
hut that if we had remained 2 days longer we must all have been prisoners ; 
and I am afraid we must, or have been destroyed. 

The army are recovering, and we shall be in high order again. The 
French have done nothing for the last month, and I believe meditate 
nothing, excepting possibly the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, the success of 
which I shall prevent, if the Spaniards will hold out for a few days. 

Lord Edward has been unwell for some time : he has been living with 
me, and is now much better. He has had the common dysentery, aggra* 
vated by a slight fit of the gout. The latter has gone, and the former is 
getting better every day. 

The last accounts I had of Lord Gliatham were of the 20th Aug. He 
had then, I think, gone the full length of his success. It was impossible 
to make any head on the continent against one army collecting in his front 
and another in his rear in Holland. 

Pray, remember me kindly to the Duchess and Lady Edward, and all 
the children. 

P.S. I send by this occasion a plan of the battle of Talavera, which is 
not very correct; but it will serve to give you a notion of it. 

To Lieut. Col. Gordon, Military Secretary. Badajoz, 13th Sept. 1809. 

Accounts have been received, to which I give full credit, although they 
are not of a nature on which I can found an official report, that Lieut. 
Col. Donellan, 48th regt., is dead. 

I cannot avoid, upon this occasion, again drawing the attention of the 
Commander in Chief to the claims of Major Middlemore.* The 48th 

• See note, p. 378. 
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regt, distinguished itself at the battle of Talavera, particularly when the 
comxaand devolved upon Major Middlemore ; and I hope that the claims 
of an officer senior to him, who is already a Brevet Lieut. Colonel, and to 
whom this commission can he no object, as he never joins his regiment, or 
does any duty with this army, will not be preferred to the substantial 
claims of Major Middlemore. I know nothing of Major Middlemore, 
excepting as a soldier on service ; and I should not recommend him if I 
did not believe that his promotion would give general satisfaction, and that 
he really deserves it. 


To the Junta of Estremailiira. Badajoz, I3th Sept. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 12tb inst., enclosing 
one addressed to me by the inhabitants of Puebla la Calzada, in which they 
desire that I should remove the troops which are quartered in that town. 

In consequence of the desire expressed by the Central Junta to the 
British ambassador at Seville, I consented to allow the British army to 
remain within the Spanish frontier ; and I distributed it in such a manner 
as that the country should not find it difficult to feed the troops, and that 
I should have it in my power to assemble the army without loss of time, 
in case the movements of the enemy should render that measure necessary. 
Accordingly, 3 battalions have been quartered at La Calzada, because there 
is no wood in the neighbourhood in which the troops would find shelter, 
excepting olive or other fruit trees which I wished not to destroy ; but if 
there had been wood and water, I should have preferred to have hutted the 
troops in the wood, as I have done at Talavera Real and in this neighbour- 
hood. It appears, however, that the inhabitants of La Calzada, although 
with the most patriotic sentiments, and with the utmost devotion to the 
cause of their country, complain of the inconvenience which they feel 
from having these troop quartered upon them. They enumerate the 
provisions with which the troops are supplied : but they have forgotten to 
state that they are regularly paid for every thing they give. 

In answer to this complaint of inconvenience, I must observe, that the 
inhabitants of this country, and Spaniards in general, have formed a very 
erroneous estimate of the nature of the contest in which they ere engaged, 
if they suppose that it can be carried on without inconvenience to every 
individual in the country. Not only it cannot be carried on without per- 
sonal inconvenience, but unless every individual shall devote himself, his 
property, and every thing he can command, not in words and professions 
only, but in fact, to do what government shall order, there can be no suc- 
cess ; and the best combined operations must fail. 

Having made these observations, I must inform you, that I cannot easily 
alter the distribution which I have made of the troops ; and either the 
town of La Calzada must continue to suffer the trifling personal incon- 
venience of having these troops within their town, or tlie Spanish nation 
and the province of Estremadura must suffer what the Central Junta will, 
I believe, consider a greater evil. 


To the Kf. Hon. J. Villiers, Badajoz, 13th Sept. 1809. 

I beg that you will send off Mr. Shaw with the letters and dispatches 
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sent down this night. Every thing appears so quiet that I may venture in 
a few days to go to Lisbon, where I want to look about me a little, and 
decide finally upon our plan of operations, in case Portugal should be 
invaded in the autumn or winter. 

To Vise. Costlereagh, Badajoz, 13th Sept. 1809. 

Aifairs have remained nearly in the same state in which they were when 
I addressed you on the 4th inst. The enemy has not moved, and the 
Spanish head quarters still continue at Truxillo, Gen. Yenegas has, 
I understand, again moved forward into La Mancha, the enemy having 
retired towards Toledo. 

The army under the command of the Marques de la Eomana has moved 
from Galicia through Portugal, and is arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, where it is to be under the command of the Duque del 
Parque ; the Marques de la Romana being on his way to Seville, and ex- 
pected here to-morrow. 

I understand that this corps consists of about 13,000 men. 

The A.G. to Meyer Aird, Royal fVaggon Train. 13th Sept. 1809. 

I have laid your letter of the 9th inst., together with its enclosures, before the 
Commander of the Forces. By a reference to the G. O. of the 5th Feh., of 
which I send a copy, you will perceive the two troops of the Irish Commisssriat 
corps that came to this country with Sir A. Welledey arc incorporated in the 
Royal Waggon Train, and have increased that corps to 12 troops. With regard-to 
the Irish Commissariat Train having their troops at a difiereut estahlishment from 
the Royal Waggon Train, it can be of no consequence, as you arc only to consider 
the establishment of the Royal Waggon Train as tlrat which is to direct your corps. 

With respect to the question of scijcants : if those men who have been attested 
as such cannot be reduced for misconduct, they may be dismissed, and their 
places filled by other men of the corps ; however, mere probably are few of these. 
It would nevertheless be advisable for you to refer to the head quarters of your 
own corps for precise instructions, if any ^fflculty of establishment should still exist. 

To Lieut. Col. Roche. Badajoz, 14th Sept. 1809. 

I received this day your letter of the 11th. Tlie French Major has not 
yet made his appearance. 

Gen. Eguia’s plan is rank nonsense. I send you the newspapers : you 
will see how Gen. Cuesta is abused for nothing. 


G. O. BndAjOz. mil Sept. tSSS, 

1 . The orders of the 12th inst. respecting the plunder of beehives by the troops of the 4th 
division are countermanded ; the plunderers having been discovered and ordered for trial. 

2. The Commander of the Farces is tdways concerned when be is obliged to order any 
measure of severity towards the troops ; be is concerned that the disorders of which frequent 
complaints ore made are committed by a few ; but unless the good soldiers, and the oiSeers 
and non-commissioned officers in particular, exert themselreB to prevent these outrages, and 
discover the perpelratois when they are known to them, die whole army must suffer in cha- 
racter, as well as tho privations which are the invariable consequence of plunder by the 
troops, 

3. The cavalry have been distributed in their present quarters principally with a view to 
their being fed with facility, and in order that the horses might recover their condition. In 
order to insure this object, it is desirable that they may not be used as orderlies to carry 
letters, and the Commander of the Forces prefers infinitely to pay for messengers to the use 
of the cavalry in this manner. If it should be necessary, however, at any time to send a 
dragoon with a letter, in consequence of the impossibility of procuring a messenger, the 
Commander of the Farces desires that his rate may be confined to the walk of his horse, 
unless in a cose of very urgent necessity, which may requite the early delivery of the letter. 

2x2 
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To the Bt. Hon. J, Villiete. Badajoz, Utb Sept. 1809. 

I enclose some letters which I have received from Mr. Phillips, a gen- 
tleman who has lately imported wheat and barley to Lisbon, the latter of 
which has been bought from him by the Commissary Gen, ; and the 
former, it appears, is wished for by the Portuguese government: but they 
and Mr. Phillips cannot agree upon the mode of payment. Why should 
not the bills in the hands of the Portuguese government be used for this 
purpose j Mr. Phillips taking them at par? or if the Portuguese govern- 
ment prefer it, I will order Mr. Murray to give Mr. Phillips bills for the 
wheat; hut in this case the Portuguese government must give credit for 
these bills at the price of the day. In short, the wheat being wanted by 
tlie Portuguese government, settle with Mr. Phillips for the payment of 
it in any manner you please, and I will carry into execution any thing for 
which you may engage, and let Mr. Phillips go to England. I enclose a 
letter for him. 

To Marshal Beresford, Baclujoz, ISlii SepL 1809, 

I have the honor of acknowledging your letter of the 12th inst., relative 
to the mode of paying British officers attached to the Portuguese service, 
with Portuguese rank, in which you have enclosed a copy of your letter 
to me of the 12th July, a part of which related to the same subject. I 
transmitted that letter to the Commander in Chief in England, as soon as 
I received it, but have never received any decision on its contents, ex- 
cepting that contained in his Excellency’s letter to me of the 15th, in 
answer to mine of the 7th June, from Thomar, of both of which you have 
copies. It is desirable, however, indeed necessary, that the mode of 
paying the British officers in the Portuguese service should be fixed; 
and I would suggest the mode detailed in this letter to your consider- 
ation, and that of Mr. Villiers ; and that, if you should approve of it, it 
should be immediately carried into execution. 

In the mean time I shall make a report on the subject to the Sec. of 
State ; and if His Majesty’s government should not approve of the ar- 
rangement which has been made, it can be altered, and any other adopted 
which they may direct ; and it can be applied with ease to the payments 
which may have been made, under the arrangement which I now propose 
for your consideration. 

It appears that the principle on which His Majesty’s government have 
proceeded, in the assistance which they have given to Portugal, is to con- 
sider the expense of each particular description of assistance in the light 
of a subsidy ; and it has been accordingly settled, that those British 
officers serving with the Portuguese army, to whom British advanced 
rank has been granted, shall be paid by an officer employed under the 
directions of the Ambassador. The same principle must be applied to 
the payment of British officers serving with Portuguese rank. These 
officers have, generally, commissions in His Majesty’s service, of which 
they are to receive the pay; they are also to receive the ordinary British 
field allowances of their rank; and they are to receive the Portuguese pay 
and allowances of their Portuguese oommissions. Some of them, the 
brigadiers and major generals, are to receive the British staff pay and 
allowances of those ranks, besides their regimental pay. 
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I think it probable that His Majesty’s government would not consider 
the regimental pay or the half pay of any of these officers in the light of 
subsidy. They are lent from the ordinary establishment of the army to 
the Portuguese service ; and, whether employed in this or any other 
manner, they must equally receive their pay. But that is a question 
which need not be decided at this moment. The government will not 
have an opportunity of considering it, and may settle whether this ex- 
pense should be considered as subsidy, or should be charged against the 
several regiments to which these officers belong. 

The field allowances to all ranks, and staflF pay, must evidently be con- 
sidered as subsidy, upon the principle which His Majesty’s government 
have already settled in respect to British officers serving in Portugal hold- 
ing advanced British rank. Whether the Portuguese pay to be given to 
these officers is to come from the British or Portuguese government is, in 
my opinion, a question of trivial importance, and will at all events be open 
for the decision of tire King’s government. Till they shall decide it, and 
if it should be decided that the British government are to defray this ex- 
pense, it must be considered in the light of subsidy, in the same manner 
with the other heads of expense which I have before discussed. 

The measures, then, which I have to recommend to your consideration, 
and that of Mr. Villiers, are; 

1st; To appoint Mr. Bell to be the Paymaster of the British officers 
serving with the Portuguese troops with Portuguese rank. 

2dly { That they should be directed to draw from him the British regi- 
mental or half pay to which they may be respectively entitled, according 
to the forms, and supported by the vouchers, required by His Majesty’s 
regulations : so that, if it should be ultimately decided that these payments 
should be made by the ordinary channels, Mr. Bell will experience no 
difficulty in recovering from the agents of the several regiments to which 
the officers belong, and from the Paymaster of the half pay, respectively, 
the sums which he may have advanced. 

3dly; That Mr. Bell should pay these officera the British field allow- 
ances of their respective ranks, according to the custom of the army, and 
the orders lately issued ; and all staff pay in the same manner as he now 
pays the officers attached to the Portuguese service holding advanced 
British rank. In these regiments, the officers will of course give in 
separate abstracts. 

4thly ; That Mr. Bell should pay these officers their Portuguese pay of 
their respective rank, for which they must furnish him with tlie vouchers, 
&c., required by the Portuguese government, in order that no difficulty 
may be experienced in recovering this money from the Portuguese 
government, if it should be determined that they are to defray tin's 
expense. 

Sthly ; That Mr. Bell should be directed to keep an account of tlie pay- 
ments made to each officer, under these several heads. 

If you and Mr. Villiers should concur with me in what I have proposed 
for your consideration, you can give orders that it should be carried into 
immediate execution ; and I shall write upon the subject to the Sec. of 
State, in order to obtain the final decision of government upon all points 
of doubt. 
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To Marshal Bctesfoid, Bailajoz, 10th Sept. 1809. 

I enclose applications from an officer for leave to be aide de camp to a 
General officer in the Portuguese service. I do not know what you have 
determined upon this subject. It appears to me, however, that it is 
desirable that a British General officer in the Portuguese service should 
have the assistance of Portuguese staff officers. An English ensign can 
be of little use to him, or to any body else. 

I hope that my official answer of this date will be satisfactory to you, 
respecting the payment of your officers. I have received your private 
letters of the 11th and 12th. I shall speak to Mr. Murray respecting the 
assistance to be given to you in Commissariat officers. 1 shall take an 
opportunity of looking at the Portuguese troops at Elvas, while I am in 
this part of tlie world. 

I wish that you would speak to 'Villiers seriously about the augmenta- 
tion of the pay of the officers in the Portuguese army. Time is going 
apace : in 3 months we may have to fight for Portugal ; and Great Britain 
will be much disappointed if, notwithstanding the pains taken, and the 
expense incurred, the Portuguese army should do nothing, I think much 
depends upon this increase of pay. The King’s ministers will say that 
we desired that the measure might be recommended to the Regency by 
our Ambassador, and it will not be known that no answer has ever been 
given upon a reference made upon this subject. Supposing, however, it 
should he known that this reference has been made, is it upon a point of 
such consequence in the case that a measure of vital importance at present 
should be any longer delayed for the answer to it ? My opinion is, and 
always has been, not only that it is of no importance, but tliat upon prin- 
ciple the measure proposed by Villiers, viz., that the King’s name should 
he used in the communication to be made to the Portuguese army, is 
wrong. If this be true, Villiers takes upon himself a serious responsibility 
in delaying any longer to make the recommendation to the Portuguese 
government j and although be does not mind responsibility in cases in 
which be can do good, he should consider that he takes it in this instance 
to delay a beneficial measure for an object of, at least, doubtful advantage. 

I wish that you would urge these topics with him, and beg him to let us 
have these points settled. 

I want to save the forage between the Tagus and the Mondego for our 
probable future operations. Can’t you get forage for your cavalry, and 
exercise ground about the south banks of ihe Tagus, at Aldea Galega, &c. P 

You should write to Mr. Canning about the clothing sent out to you. 

The name of the French officer, respecting whom I wish you to inquire, 
is M. Veron de Farincourt, who was taken at Chaves by Silveira. 

I am a little annoyed about the situation of Romana’s troops. It is a 
great object with the French to destroy his corps ; and I think it not im- 
probable that they may make a dash at them. He will find no shelter in 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and he must consequently take to Portugal. How must 
he feed in that country ? Where shall we find food for 40,000 or 50,000 
men, that we shall have between the Tagus and the Mondego, if the 
French should make an attempt upon Ciudad Rodrigo P I have ordered 
magazines upon the Mondego and the Domo, but we must look a little 
after these cormorants of Romana, in case they should fly into Portugal. 
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You ought to send somebody to Almeida, or authorise Cox, in case he 
finds them flying into Portugal, to fix upon the stations to which they are 
to go ; and let the magistrates have orders to obey Cox’s directions to 
provide for their subsistence at those stations. As to payment for the 
same, I conclude that is out of the question. 

P.S. Unless Romana’s people cross the Douro immediately, or unless 
they have wings, they will not be able to pass over that river when fol- 
lowed by the French. 


To Marquis Wellesley. Badajoz, 16th Sept. IS09. 

This letter will he delivered by the Marques de la Romana, whom I beg 
to introduce to you. You will find him more intelligent and reasonable 
upon Spanish affairs than most Spaniards ; I have found him more so than 
any that I have seen. He is in some degree alarmed that the Junta 
should treat him ill, even arrest his person, on account of some conduct 
of his towards the Junta of Galicia and Asturias. I do not know the de- 
tails of that conduct, but it cannot be intended to do much mischief, for 
you see that he has quitted the country and brought away his army, of 
which he has given up the command. You are, however, aware of the 
connexion which he has with the ministers and people in England ; and 
on the whole I am convinced, that if you can prevent the Junta from 
laying violent hands upon him, at least till they shall have convicted him 
upon trial of evil intentions, you will do a good thing. 

P.S. 1 don’t take 'up my title till I receive the Gazette, or some noti- 
fication of it which is authority.* 

To M, 1e Capitaine Victor de TUdvenon. Ce 16 Septembie, 1800. 

Vous oroirez h peine que quoique j’aie une communication journaliere 

* The notificatinn of Sir A. Wellesley's elevation to the Peerage was received on the 
16th Sept. ; dated 26th Aug. 1 809, by the titles of Baron Douro of Wellesley, and Viscount 
Wellington of Talavcra. 


G. o. Bodsjos, letii Sept. IBOS. 

1. The Commander of the Forces cannot avoid to take this opportunity of calling upon 
the field ofiicers of the re^ments in particular, and all the ofiicers in general, to support 
and assist their Commanding officer in tlie maintenance of discipline, and in the preserva- 
tion of order and regularity in their corps. 

2. Tile officers of the army are much mistaken if they suppose that their duty is done 
when they hare attendeil to the drill of their men, and to the parade duties of the regiment : 
the order and regularity of the troops in camp and quarters, the subsistence and comfort of 
the soldiers, the general snbordination and obedience of tlie corps, afford constant subjects 
for the attention of the field officers in particular, in which, by their conduct in the assist- 
ance they will give their Commanding officer, they con manifest their zeal for the service, 
their ability and their fitness for promotion to the higher ranks, at least equally as by an 
attention to the drill and parade discipline of the corps. 

3. Tlie Commander of the Forces desires that the principle of the order of the 29th May, 
given ant at Coimbra, which requires that officers should be quartered near the companies, 
may he applied to the encampments, that the tents of tbs officers may be placed near those 
of the men under their command, and tiiat the situations of the field officers may be pitched 
upon by tlie quarter master of the battalion. 

4. The Commander of the Forces desires tliut oil officers and soldiers of the army will 
understand, that the Spanish and Portuguese soldiers ore entrusted with the performance 
of duties when sentry, equally with British soldiers in the same situation ; and that any 
resistance to a Spanish or Portnguese sentry, and particularly any violence committed upon 
him, upon any assumed superiority of character, by any British officer or soldier, will be 
punished as siicti a bieach of military discixilitie shall deserve. 
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avec le Quartier Gtin&al de I’armde Eapagnole, je n’ai su qu’aiijourd’hui 
que rous y attendez la rdponse de la lettre que vous m’avez apportde de 
la part da Commaadaat en Chef de Tarinde Fran^aise. 

Je voas en fais mes excuses, et je vous prie de retourner k M. le Ma- 
rdchal Due de Dalmatie, et de lui dire, avec mes complimens, que je suis 
Men f%che de ne pouvoir, quant a present, lui donner r^ponse sur le 
Giindral Franceschi, qui est A Seville, pareeque je n’ai pas re^u de rdponse 
h la lettre que j’y ai dcrite sur son compte, mais que j’aurai I’honneur 
de .lui dcrire aussitot que je recevrai la rdponse. 

Je n’ai pas requ non plus la rdponse que j’attendajs d la lettre que j’ai 
dcrite a Lishonne sur M. Veron de Farincourt; mais je vous enverrai de 
ses nouvelles si je peux en avoir. Je vous prie encore d’excuser la 
peine que je vous ai donniie en vous faisant attendre si long-temps, et 
dh CToire que vraiment je ne aavais pas que vous dtiez au Quartier 
General Espagnol ; et je comptais renvoyer ma rdponse par un officier 
Anglais. 

To Lieut, Gen. Sir J, Sherbroolce, K.B. Badojoz, 16th Sept. 1809. 

Upon considering the charge against Ensign of the , which 

is founded solely upon his having crossed the bridge at Merida ; and the 
second charge, which is founded solely upon his writing the enclosed 
letters, I think them so frivolous, that I shall be very much obliged to 

you if you will call before you Gen. , the Commanding officer of 

the regiment, and Ensign , and inform them that I consider the first 

charge as frivolous, and the second as groundless ; and tlierefore, that I 

have ordered Ensign to be released from his arrest. At the same 

time, 1 beg you to point out to Ensign that I will not allow him to 

disobey any order of his Commanding officer, however trifling ; and that 
the next time he errs, he shall certainly be brought to trial. 

P.S. I understand that 8000 rations of biscuit are gone to you this day. 

To Vice Adm. tlie Hon. 6. Berkeley. Bedajoi, 16th Sept. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 11th inst., and I 
have desired Mr. Murray to send an agent to Tangier by the route 
pointed out by you. 

I am concerned that so much difficulty is experienced in landing the 
mules at the mouth of the Guadiana ; but if that difficulty should be 
found to be of a nature to prevent their being landed there, I would 
request that they might be brought to Lisbon, rather than be landed in 
any part of the Spanish territories, from the knowledge I have of the 
impossibility of procuring in Spain any means of taking care of the mules, 
or of bringing them to join the army. 

To the KL Hon. J. VUIiers. BaOajoz, 16tU Sept. 1809. 

1 enclose a correspondence which has passed between one of the officers 
of the Commissariat and Gen. Leite, respecting some biscuit which was 
left by the British troops at Elvas last year, and is now in Fort La Lippe. 
The most convenient way of settling for supplies received by the British 
troops would be to pay for them in money ; and if stores are to be trans- 
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fetred bj the British Commissariat to the Portuguese government, they 
should he settled for as proposed hy my Commissariat arrangement, 
approved hy you and Beresford. 

I shall he very much obliged to you if you will inquire whether the 
account between the Junta de Viveres and our Commissariat has really 
been settled in the manner stated hy Oen. Leite ; and if it has, whether it 
has been done hy order of government; whether any balance is due hy 
us on the account, and, in short, how the account stands. If it has not, it 
would be desirable that, by way of example, this small store of biscuit 
should be given over to us ; and we ought to settle the account imme- 
diately, and pay the balance. 

The sum of money received in the last month of August for bills, and 
in all modes, amounts to 58,000, of which sum the fifth, or about 
^32,000, are at your disposal, at the Commissary General’s ofiice. Of 
this sum you have already, I understand, received a part. This sum of 
£158,000 is exclusive of the money arrived in tlie Fylla, amounting to 
£150,000 and more, the silver belonging, I understand, exclusively to 
the Portuguese government. 

P.S. This is the first time I have signed my new name. Wotild the 
Regency give me leave to have a cliasse at Villa Vi^osa ? 

To Maiquig VVallesIey. Badajoi, 16th Sept. 1806. 

I enclose an extract of a letter which I received yesterday from Col. 
Roche, from the Spanish head quarters at Truxillo ; and I beg to draw 
your Excellency’s attention to the cause stated for the movement of the 
troops, viz. t/ie want of provisions s notwithstanding that I was urged 
3 weeks ago to remain with the British army, even in front of Truxillo 
and was informed that there were provisions in sufficient quantities for 
both armies. 

I likewise enclose a letter which I have this day received from Lieut. 
Gen. Sherbrooke, from Talavera Real, being the report made to him yester- 
day by the Commissary attached to his division of infantry. As long as 
the Spanish armies are suffered to continue in the state of indiscipline ^nd 
disorder in which they are at present, it will be impossible to continue in 
their neighbourhood ; as they not only consume the provisions of the 
country, but will not allow the villagers to supply to the British troops those 
provisions which they require, and which the Spanish troops do not want. 

I have communicated the enclosed letter to the Junta of Badajoz, and 
have requested them to adopt measures to supply Gen. Sherbrooke’s divi- 
sion from hence ; and I beg your Excellency to inform the Spanish 
government that if, in consequence of this new disposition, or the irregu- 
larities of the Spanish troops, and the failure of supplies from this town, 

I shall be obliged to move Gen. Sherbrooke’s division of infantry into 
Portugal, I shall likewise move the whole army within the Portuguese 
frontier, as I cannot, with propriety, separate the different parts of it so 
much as they would be separated by leaving a part in Spain. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Badajoz, I6th Sept. 1809. 

I enclose some Madrid newspapers, which 1 received from Col. Roche, 



606 


SPAIN. 


Bolely because he has desired I should send them, and not because I think 
they contain any thing interesting, excepting that they aiforded ground 
for belief tlmt the armistice was not broken off, but rather was renewed ; 
nor was peace signed at a late period in the month of August. 

A packet has arrived at Lisbon, bringing accounts that the troops are 
returning from the Scheldt, without attacking Antwerp or the fleet, hut 
retaining possession of Walcheren. 

To the Junta of Kstremaduio. Badajoz, 17th Sept. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 16th inst, respect- 
ing the means of supplying the British army with bread ; and I have 
requested the bearer of this letter, Mr. Murray, the Commissary Gen., to 
wait upon you to settle the quantities of flour which shall he furnished 
from the British magazines at Abrantes, the price which shall be paid for 
it, and the mode of paying the expense of its transport from Abrantes to 
Badajoz. Mr. Murray will then give you the orders on the storekeeper 
at Abrantes for the quantities of flour which it will be settled that you 
should have. 

To Matghul Bereaford. Badajoz, 17th Sept. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 13th inst., re- 
specting the losses of horses and baggage by British officers employed in 
the service of H. E. H. the Prince Eegent of Portugal ; and I beg to 
propose for your consideration, and that of Mr. Villiers, that the claims 
for losses by these individuals should be decided upon according to the 
mode pointed out in His Majesty’s regulations, under your directions ; 
and that those claims reported to be well founded should be discharged by 
Mr. Bell, and the accounts for the disbursements on this account be made 
in the same manner as is pointed out in my letter of the 15th inst. for the 
field allowances of the same description of persons. 

To Maiabal Bercsrotd. Badajoz, 171h Sept. 1809. 

I think that you will be satisfied with my decision respecting the claims 
of your officers for losses. I return your letter respecting the vacancies, 
to which 1 think you will do well to add a recommendation of the succes- 
sors to each. This recommendation will not interfere with tlie grant of 
the request ; at the same time that if it is granted, you will enjoy the 
benefit of it some months sooner than you would otherwise. 

I thought 1 had written to you some time ego about Capt. ; at all 

events, I stated in a late letter my opinion of the small degree of service 
which an English aide de camp would have it in his power to render to a 
General officer employed with the Portuguese army. 

In respect to bfit and forage to officers who have not had the Com- 

G. 0. 27Ui Se{)t« 1800. 

3. Officers who requite quatten at any of the stations of the army, or at iiea<l quarters, 
are to apply to the ofScer cu the Q. G.’s department at sucii stations, or to Capt* Kelly, 
at head quarters, for billets, and are not un any account to apply fliemsolves to the ma- 
gistrates. Capt. Kelly at head quaiters, and tiie officers of tiie Q. Ai. G.’s department at 
the other stations of tlie army, will keep n register of the names of the olliceis for whom 
they iirocure billets, stating tlie name of the owner of the Imuse on wliom the billot is pro* 
cureth so tliat it may always be known whal officers have been quartered in each house. 
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mauder in Chief’s leave to serve with the Portuguese army, the rule 
which I have laid down, and which is applicable to all extra aides de 
camp and staiF without pay serving with tliis army, is, that officers who 
have not had the Commander in Chief’s permission to join the army are 
not to have the b&t and forage of the rank or situation in which they may- 
be serving. If this rule should he applied to Col. Grant and Sir M. 
Gerrard, it would decide against their claims. However, I do not see 
why it should. 

It is an object to government, and to the Commander in Chief, to per- 
suade officers to serve in the Portuguese army ; and, besides, as 1 am 
authorised to allow officers to serve with it, I conceive I may as well 
allow one on half pay as one on full pay. If I allow one to serve with 
the Portuguese army, with which it is an object to government that he 
should serve, I may venture to relax a rule which I have made myself 
with regard to officers serving with this army without the leave of the 
Commander in Chief. I think, therefore, you may give Col. Grant and 
Sir M. Gerrard their b&t and forage allowance. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiera. Bodojoz, 17th Sept. 1809. 

I enclose an application which has been made to me by Dr. Pranck, 
Inspector of Hospitals, for additional accommodation for the sick at 
Lisbon, for which I request you to apply to the government. I under- 
stand that the Convent of S. Benito can be given to us without incon- 
venience, being occupied by a very small detachment of Portuguese 
troops. If the government should consent to give this accommodation, I 
shall be obliged to you if you will announce it to Col. Peacocke, 

To Marquis Wellesley. Badajoz, 17th Sept. 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter which I have received 
from Col. Roche, giving an account of tlie state of the Spanish army, 
which I am sorry to say is, I believe, too well founded. In justice to 
Col. Roche I must add, that before I joined Gen. Cuesta’s army, he wrote 
to me an account of its state, to which I was not inclined and did not pay 
any attention at that time, but which I afterwards found to be a true 
account in every respect. 

I beg to draw your Excellency’s attention to the exposed situation of 
this province and Andalusia, and 4ven of Seville itself, if the want of 
provisions or any operation should oblige me to quit my present position. 

A corps, consisting nominally of 1 0,000 men, are very unequal to the 
defence of the Guadiana, or of the positions in the Sierra Morena ; yet 
that is all that these valuable interests will have to depend upon. 

7%e ^,G. to Lieut. Col, Fenwick, Sith regi. 17th Sept. 1809. 

I have the honor to acquaint you, that liis Excellency the Commander of the 
Forces has been pleased to appoint you to relieve Lieut. Col. Maefcinnon, of the 
Coldstream Guards, in charge pf the general hospital at Elvas. You will, there- 
fore, proceed to that place, and receive from Lieut. Col. Mackinnon such instruc- 
tions, &c., as may have been sent to him from time to time. 

The d.G. to Lieut. Col, IValsh, Lisbon. ISth Sept. 1809. 

I have to request you will furnish the brigade under tlie orders of Lieut. Col. 
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Pakenhitm, now at Abranles, with copies of all such orders of general regnlation 
as will be necessary for their guidance, and that a copy of the G.O. may be, in 
future, regularly forwarded to them from your office. 

To Nerquis Wellesley. Badajoz, 10th Sept. 1809. 

Campbell has shown me the paper which Armstrong has sent him, con- 
taining the information of the numbers of the French army, which had been 
communicated to you by the Frenchman sent to Seville by Col. Roche, tend- 
ing, I rather think, to prqye that this person cannot he depended upon. 

The estimate which I made of the French force in Spain included only 
effectives; if the sick and wounded are included it would amount to 

30.000 or 40,000 more. In order to explain this point to you, I enclose 
an abstract of the return of Marshal Victor’s army for the month of May, 
of which you will see that the effectives were 29,321, and the aick 10,024, 
or rather more than one third; and rather less than one fourth of the total, 
which was 44,958. These proportions being taken for the whole, would 
give between 30,000 and 40,000 sick for the whole French army : and I 
must observe, that there must have been more than 12,000 sick in the hos- 
pital at Madrid, after the battle of Talavera, which certainly added 8,000 
wounded to the number. Viewing the state of the French army in another 
light, I think I shall show the accuracy of my own estimate, and the pro- 
bability that the sick amount to between 30,000 and 40,000 in addition. 

When the French army entered Spain, it consisted of 8 corps, each of 
which consists generally of between 30,000 and 40,000 men. Victor’s, 
we see, was in May 45,000 ; and Soult’s and Ney’s were each, I know, 
between 32,000 and 35,000 men. Supposing the 8 corps upon an average 
to have been 25,000, the total numbers would be 200,000 ; and, I believe, 

220.000 is the number Buonaparte is supposed to Lave bad in Spain last 
year. Of these he withdrew his Guards, bull believe nothing else. If this 
be true, let us see where the French have since lost any men. They lost some 
at Coruna, some in Portugal, and, accordingly, we find Ney’s corps about 

14.000 or 16,000 men, and Soult’s about 8,000 or 10,000. They lost some 
at Zaragoza; some in different battles fought on their entrance into Spain, 
a few at Medellin and in La Mancha. But there bus been no great cata- 
strophe to carry off thousands ; and it is going a great way to admit that 
they have lost, in killed, prisoners, and deserters, 50,000 men since they 
entered Spain last year. But admitting that they have lost between 40,000 
and 50,000 men, there would still remain between 150,000 and 160,000 
to he accounted for ; and I should say that they have 125,000 effective, and 
between 30,000 and 40,000 sick and wounded, throughout Spain. 

I hear that Soult is collecting his corps at Plasencia, but I attribute this 
movement to the arrival of the Marques de la Romana’s troops at Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and their subsequent movements towards Perales and Banos. 1 
do not 6nd that the French are making any preparations for the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and I cannot conceive what they are about. I am appre- 
hensive, however, that the movement of the troops from this province into 

G. 0. SnOqjoz, iSLh Supt. 1800. 

4. Thfl Conimauder of the Forces cannot avoid to take tide oppottuidty of drawing the 
attention of the army to the unworthy conduct of these suldiers, who have jiluncicrcd the stores 
on thdr way to the army, for the use of their ouniiades, over which they were placed ns a guard. 



SPAIN. 


S09 


La Mancha will be fatal, if any circumstances shall occur to oblige me to 
move from hence, 

P.S. I am very anxious to have an answer respecting the exchange of 
Gen. Franceschi. 

Uu A.O, to , Assist. Commissary Gsn. 19th Sept. 1809, 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to inform you, that bis Fxcel- 
leiic)' has perused your correspondence on the subject of a mare belonging to the 
3d dragoon guards lately in your possession. His Excellency is surprised, in the 
first place, that you should assert that the mare was ever in the possession of the 
enemy, the assertion being entirely without proof or foundation of any description : 
Sdly ; that you should have thought that you had any right to keep and use (even 
for a momentj a horse belonging to a regiment of dragoons, when it was claimed 
by that regiment and by Lieut. Gen. Payne : and, Sdly; his Excellency expi esses 
equal astonishment that you should have denominated the conduct of Lieut. Geu. 
Payne (in demanding the mare) indelieate, us if there was to be any delicacy in 
demanding the lCing°s property, which has been so long withheld after repeated 
applications. 

His Excellency directs me to say that he is happy to find that the mare was 
returned upon his intimation of his opinion that it ought to be ; hut he cannot 
avoid to express what occurs to him upon the periuiJ of the papers upon the 
subject. 

Hts A.6. to Co!. Psaeacie, Ltsbon. I9th Sept 1609. 

I have it in command from his Excellency the Commander of the Forces to 
aci^uaint you, that bis notice bus been drawn to an order given out by yon, in 
wliicb Lieut. Col. IValsh has been suspended from the execution of the duties of 
his office of Town Major. His E.xcellency desires you will be pleased to observe 
that Lieut. Col, Walsh was appointed to do the duties of Town Mmor and of In- 
spector of Convalescents by Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Cradock, and has been continued 
in the performance of them by him j and that be conceives Sir J. Cradock agreed 
with him in not considering the two duties as incompatible with each other. The 
Commander of the Forces is very certain that if the duties are incompatible, Lieut. 
CoL Walsh ought to have the choice which of the offices he would retain ; and 
should be retain that of Town Major, his Excellency does not know who could 
replace him in charge of the detachments. His Excellency further directs me to 
add that he cannot avoid observing the frequent disputes about nothing in which 
Col. Walsh and yourself are involved, and which never occuiTcd when Brig. Gen. 
Blunt commanded in Lisbon: he cannot, therefore, attribute them to Lieut, 
Col. Walsh ; and as they take up much of the public time and attention upon 
matters which the Commander of the Forces considers of trifling importance, be, 
therefore, cannot but desire that they may be discontinued, and that, at all events, 
the garrison order of the 14th Sept. 1809, may be countermanded. 


To Col. Peococke. Badajoz, 20tb Sept. 1809, 

I have this morning received your letter of the 15th, end having yester- 
day communicated to you, through the Adj. Gen., ray opinion respecting 
Lieut. Col. Walsh’s situation, I might now save you the trouble of the 
perusal of a second letter upon the same subject ; only that it appears to 
me that you have entirely mistaken the nature of Lieut. Col. Walsh’s 
appointment and employment, as commanding the detachments and con- 
valescents at and in the neighbourhood of Lisbon. There would he no 
reason for having at that place an officer in his situation, if there was not 
an infinite detail in drawing the pay, and the payment, and in keeping the 
accounts of the men of not less than 50 regiments, of which those detach- 
ments are composed. 
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Lieut. Col. Walsh was appointed to do this duty principally j and 
although it was and is intended that he should likewise superintend the 
conduct and the discipline of these men personally, the performance of 
that part of the duty by him is not so necessary as the accurate perform- 
ance of that first mentioned ; more pai-ticulaidy ns there arc other oflScers 
of the rank of Field officer at Lisbon and Belem in a state of conval- 
escence, each of whom is obliged to assist in the performance of this duty. 
I consider that Lieut. Col. Walsh, in his line, has rendered very essential 
services to the army ; and I am so little disposed to allow him to be 
removed from either of his offices, of which he has, till you took the 
command, done the duty in a satisfactory manner, that if these complaints 
should continue, I shall he under the necessity of making an entirely new 
arrangement at Lisbon, however disagreeable it may be to me.* 

The regulations do not allow you a brigade major, or an aide de camp, 
and I regret that I cannot allow you either. You have the assistance of 
a Town major and a Town adjutant, which must be deemed sufficient. 

To the Rt Hon. J. Villiers. Badajos, 20t1i Sept. 1809. 

You will have found that I had ordered your proportion of the money 
received in the month of August to be issued to you as soon as I learned 
its amount. From your letter, however, I fear that the sum which will 
have been received by Mr. Bell will not have proved sufficient for your 
wants at the present moment j and if this should be the case, as we have 
now more money than we immediately want, you shall have as much more 
as you please, after I shall hear from you. 

I cannot yet fix the day for my departure for Lisbon; first, because I do 
not think the enemy’s movements sufficiently decided to enable me to say 
that I can go with safety 5 and, secondly, because I have not been well for 
above a month, and have still hanging upon me a low fever which I cannot 
shake off. Soult has, however, collected his corps at Plasencia, most pro- 
bably because Eomana’s army has come to Ciudad Rodrigo, and has spread 
into the mountains of Perales and Gata, and even, it is said, of Banos ; and 
it is probable that in a day or two he must make a decided movement one 
way or the other. As soon as I shall ascertain what that is, if it does not 
require our interference, I shall set out, and 1 think it probable that the 
jounney may do me good. 

The Portuguese head quarters must accommodate matters a little. I 
am willing to give every thing to the Portuguese army that our stores and 
means can afford ; but it must be done in the way of subsidy to the Por- 
tuguese government, according to the mode which I have repeatedly 
pointed out. Half the business of the world, particularly that of our 
country, is done by accommodation, and by the parties understanding each 
other ; but when rights are claimed, they must be resisted, if there are no 
grounds for them : when appeal must be made to higher powers there can 
be no accommodation ; and much valuable time is lost in reference which 
ought to be spent in action. I have never refused any thing that has been 

* See letter to Dom M. Poijaz, IBtlj Aug, 1813, expressing the favorable opinion of 
SIftjor Gen. (now Gen. Sit Warren) Peacoche's conduct, in the disdiarge of the duties of 
his command at Lisbon. 
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asked for the Portuguese government which our stores could afford ; I 
have invariably given my time and attention to frame the modes in which 
all assistance could be given, and all difficulties occasioned by the orders 
under which we act could be overcome ; but when, instead of adopting 
these modes, what is wanted is claimed as a right, I must resist every claim 
of that description, not founded upon the King’s regulations ; or, if they 
are persisted in, I must appeal to England. 

I shall write to Madame da Silva to remove any uneasiness she may feel 
about the letters : she is either decidedly honest, or she is a terrible rogue. 

To Brig. Gen. the Hun. G. Ansnn. Badojoz, 21st Sept. 1800. 

I have perused the proceedings of the General Court Martial of which 

you arc President, on the trial of , Paymaster of the regt., which 

I am desirous that the Court should revise, as it appears to me that one 
very material point for their inquiry has not been investigated. It appears 

that Mr. thought proper, for the security of his money, to move from 

Talavera on the evening of the 3d Aug., with the sick and wounded, and 
that he considered it dangerous to endeavor to join the ai’my and his regi- 
ment, which was at Oropesa, 2 leagues distant from Arzobispo, and that 
he knew the army was there. The point into which I conceive the General 

Court Martial ought to inquire is, whether Mr. did really remain with 

the hospital. Did he put himself under the directions of Col. Mackinnon ? 
Did he ever ask information from him or from the superior officers of 
the army witli the hospital respecting the position of his regiment ? 

This inquiry will make it appear to the Court that, on the 5th Aug., the 

hospital was within 2 miles of the regt., and that on the Ith Aug. it 

was with the head quarters at Deleytosa. Hie inquiring into these points 
may probably induce the Court to alter their sentence ; but if it should 
not, I beg leave to suggest to them to revise it so far as to omit the word 
‘ privately,’ preceding the word ‘ reprimanded j’ as I conceive that a private 
reprimand is so difficult to define or to execute, that the commanding 

G. 0« BwlajoZ) 2 Ut Sept. 1800, 

1. When regimental hospitals are to be established in any division of the army, they must 
be formed in tlie manner pointed out in His Majesty's regulations ; and the soldieis who go 
into regimental hospitals must tje under a stopjioge of dd. per diem^ which must be paid to 
the regimental surgeon, or ntlier person in charge of the hospital, and accounted for in 
conformity with those regulations. 

2. This stoprage is intended to enable the surgeon to subsist the soldier in legimental 
hospital, as well as to provide him with those comforts which his situation will require ; 
hut 08 it may happen that the divisions may be placed in situations in which there is no 
market, and the surgeons of regiments would Hnd it impmcticable to purchase food for die 
soldiers in hospital, General oilicers commanding divisions are iu such case requested to 
order the commissaries attached to their divisions to supply the regimental surgeons with 
such proportion of a ration for each man in bos|)ital os toey may think proper, for which 
regimental surgeons will make a daily requisition on the commissary ; and the regimental 
surgeons are to pay fur each of these rations such proportion of 6tL as that they will receive 
will bear to the whole ration of the soldier. 

3. These sums are to be paid io the commissary, and the account closed by the regi- 
mental surgeons, on the 25th of every month, for all that he will have received from &e 
25th of the preceding month, to the 24th of the current month. 

4. The soldiers are to pay 6s. for each pair of shoes received from the Commissary Gen., 
and 6e. fur each shirt The Commissary Geii. will make known to the Paymaster Gen. 
as soon as possible, what number of each have been delivered to each regimen^ in order 
that the pnee may he stopped from the regiment, and the soldiers may pay for them in the 
muster ending on the 24th inst. 
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officer, charged with the execution of the sentence, will require instruc- 
tions upon the subject. I have also to observe that privacy is inconsistent 
with every just notion of punishment. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. Q, Berkeley. Badajoz, Slat Sept. 1 809. 

I have the honor to acquaint you that Lieut. Col. Bathurst, the Mil. Sec., 
has received an application from Capt, Collins of the Eoyal Marines, 
claiming the allowance of h&t and forage, as a field officer, for himself, 
and that of Captain for the adjutant. 

I beg leave to remark, tliat in consequence of the late regulations 
respecting the b&t and forage allowance, these claims are totally inadmis- 
sible j but if you should consider Capt. Collins as having been appointed 
Commandant of a battalion of seamen and marines, during the time he 
served on shore, he might be entitled as such to 2 additional lutions of 
forage ; and if Mr. Paxton was considered as adjutant, he might be 
entitled to £& baggage money instead of £3. 15s., which he received as a 
subaltern j but he could not draw in botli situations. If you should be of 
opinion that they are entitled to these additional allowances, the warrant 
can be sent back to head quarters and altered. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Badajoz, 21st Sept. 1809. 

I received this morning your letter of the 19th, and your dispatches. 
Nos. 4 and 5, and 1 sent forward the messenger with them to Lisbon. 

I do not know whether it is worth while to make the misrepresentation, 
by the Marques de Malespina, of what passed between him and me, the 
subject of a dispatch, of which you will judge from what follows. 

Malespina came to me with Lord Macduff, who has taken tlie Spanish 
cause under his protection, and they produced a letter from Gen. Eguia, 
quoting one from Don A. de Cornel, stating that the Biitish Ambassador had 
settled that a defensive position should be taken up on the Guadiana ; and 
they desired me to arrange the positions to be occupied by the troops in 
concert with them. I answered, that 1 could not enter upon such an 
arrangement, as I did not conceive that the position was a good one. Lord 
Macduff then said, ‘ What ! will you not carry into execution an arrange- 
ment settled by the British Ambassador ?’ To which I answered, that tiie 
arrangement, as stated in Don A. de Cornel’s letter, was not that suggested 
by the British Ambassador, of whose note I had a copy in my possession ; 
that he had suggested that certain positions should be occupied on the 
Guadiana, by the two armies, if I consented to remain in Spain, and pro- 
vided that certain arrangements were adopted to supply tlie troops with 
provisions, means of transport, &c. ; that I did not think I could remain 
in Spain j and that the couditions regarding provisions and means of trans- 
port had not been fulfilled ; and therefore that the proposal, in respect to 
the position, must be considered as never having been made ; and I recom- 
mended Gen. Eguia to keep his army in its position on the Tagus os long 
as he could, but, at all events, until he should receive further orders. 

Although the Duque de Alburquerque is pronS by many, among others 
by Whittingham and Frere, and is feared by the Junta, you will find him 
out. I think the Marques de la Romans the best I have seen of tlie 
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Spaniards. I doubt his talents at the head of an army ; but he is cer- 
tainly a sensible man, and has seen much of the world. 

To Vise. Ciutloreagb. Badajoz, 21st Sept. 1SO0. 

Since I addressed you on the 13th inst., Marshal Soult has collected his 
corps at Plasencia ; but I have not heard that the enemy have made any 
movements in any other quarters. I conclude, therefore, that this assembly 
of Soult’s corps is to be attributed to the arrival of that lately under the 
command of the Marques de la Romatia in the neighbourhood of Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; and to the subsequent movements which I understand it has 
made into the mountains of Perales and Gata, and even as far as Banos. 

Gen. Eguia’s head quarters have been moved from Truxillo to La Se- 
rena; and I understand that the whole of the Spanish army, which has 
hitherto been in Estremadura, with the exception of 10,000 men, are to 
march to La Carolina. The 10,000 men are to remain in Estremadura 
under the command of the Duque de Alburquerque. I am apprehensive 
that this disposition of the Spanish forces may be attended by bad conse- 
quences, if the British army should be obliged to quit its present position. 

To Viac. Castlereagh. Badajoz, 2Ist Sept. 1809. 

I have nothing to add to my public letter of this date. 

The 1st dragoons, nearly the whole of the remount for the cavalry, and 
the recruits for the infantry, are arrived at Lisbon. 

I have ordered the battalions of detachments to Lisbon, having taken 
from them the men belonging to the regiments of which we have one 
battalion in this country, and I shall send the remainder to England. 

To the Junta of EstremaduKi. Badajoz, 22d Sept. 1809. 

I am concerned to have to state to you that tlie supplies of bread for 
the British army, although much separated for the convenience of the 
country in furnishing it with subsistence, are very scanty and by no 
means regular. I conclude from these circumstances that the people uf 
this part of Estremadura are either unable or unwilling to supply what 
is required for the troops under my command, notwithstanding that they 
are paid regularly, and in ready money, for every thing they furnish ; 
but, from report, I am induced to apprehend that the failure on their part 
proceeds from want of inclination. Still, whatever may be the cause of 
deficiency, I now inform you that I propose to withdraw the army from 
Spain entirely, on the first day there may be any failure or deficiency in 
the supplies of provisions to the troops. 


G. O. Bodiijoz. SSil Sept. 1800. 

3._ The Commander of the Forces cannot avoid to express his regret upon losing the 
services of the two battalions of detachments, which are about to join their corps in 
England. He will not flatter them by saying that he has not had, upon several occasions, 
reasons to he dissatisiied with their conduct, in their qnorters, their camps, and on their 
marches ; but they have uniformly sustained, in an exemplary manner, the character of the 
regiments to which they beloug, and of British soldiers, in the field against the enemy ; 
and he trusts that tlie few, of whose conduct he cannot but complain, even upon this occa- 
sion, will discontinue and forget their bad practices and habits, upon their return tq their 
regiments ; and that they will endeavor to become an example of orderly and regular con- 
duct in their quarters, os they must ever be of gallantry and discipline in the field, 
vox,. III. 2 L 
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To Marquis Wellesley. Badojoz, a2il Sept. 1809. 

I have received intelligence from Almeida of the 18th, and from Gas- 
tello Branco of the 21st, which gives me reason to apprehend that the 
Duque del Parque has risked an action with the enemy’s forces collected 
at Salamanca, of the result of which there can be no doubt. 

I do not think it follows that the enemy will undertake the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo because he has been successful in this action, unless he 
knew of the march of the Marques de la Romana’s corps, and its destina- 
tion for tliat quarter, and has waited to commence his operations upon 
Ciudad Rodrigo till he shall have defeated and dispersed it. This has 
long been a favorite object of the enemy, which I am afraid he has at last 
been enabled to accomplish, by that fatal imprudence and presumption 
which induce Spanish ofiGicers to push forward their troops in situations in 
which tlioy must be attacked j and by the national pride which prevents 
them from making a timely retreat, when threatened by an attack from 
an enemy superior in numbers, as well as in every military quality. I 
should certainly move immediately, if my movement was not likely to 
expose the city of Seville to imminent danger, under existing arrange- 
ments. Therefore, although I am still determined to make an exertion 
to save Ciudad Rodrigo, I propose to delay my march till I shall be 
certain that the enemy intends to make an attack upon that place. As 
far as I can learn, it does not appear that he is equipped for such an 
enterprise. 

I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency copies of two letters 
which I have written, the first lately, and the last this day, to the Junta 
of Estremadura, from which you will observe that want may again oblige 
me to change my position. I propose, however, to remain upon this 
frontier of Portugal as long as it shall be in my power. 

I have given the Junta of Estremadura orders on the British magazines 
in Portugal, for a quantity of flour, very nearly equal to what the British' 
army has consumed in this part of the province, and have agreed to pay 
for the carriage of it j and yet the people are unable or unwilling to con- 
tinue to furnish the necessary supplies to the troops. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Badajoz, 22d Sept. 1809. 

I am very uneasy respecting that part of your note to Don M. de Garay, 
and of your dispatch. No. 5, which recommended the assembly of the 
Cortes ; not that I do not think the line which you have taken upon this 
question will give great satisfaction in England, but because I fear that 
the Cortes may he worse than any thing we have had yet. 

I acknowledge that I have a great dislike to a new popular assembly. 
Even our own ancient one would be quite unmanageable, and, in these 
days, would ruin us, if the present generation had not before its eyes the 
example of the French revolution ,• and if there were not certain rules 
and orders for its guidance and government, the knowledge and use of 
which render safe, and successfully direct its proceedings. But how will 
all this work in the Cortes, in the state in which Spain now is ? I declare 
that if I were in Buonapai-te’s situation, I should leave the English and 
the Cortes to settle Spain in the best manner they could 5 and I should 
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entertain very little doubt but that, in a very short space of time, Spain 
must fall into the hands of France. 

At the same time I must agree with you in thinking that affairs are 
now in so desperate a situation that they cannot be worse ; that there is a 
real want of men of common capacity in Spain, in whose hands any form 
of government, intended for vigorous action, could be placed witli any 
hope that their powers could be used to the public advantage ; and that 
the Cortes, with all their faults, and the dangers attendant upon such an 
assembly, -will have at least this advantage, tliat they will have the confi- 
dence of the country, and the prejudices of their countrymen of the lower 
class in our favor, and against France ; your remark being perfectly well 
founded, that there is no prejudice or jealousy of us anywhere in Spain 
excepting by the goveinment. But, in order to enjoy common safety 
under such an assembly as the Spanish Cortes, the rules and orders for 
their proceedings and internal government ought to be well defined, and 
to be, if possible, a part of the constitution of the assembly. Great care 
should also be taken in their formation, to protect them from the eflects 
of popular fury in the place of their sitting ; but still, with all these pre- 
cautions, I should prefer a wise Bourbon, if we could find one, for a 
Regent, to the Cortes. 

I wish you would add to your note of the 8th Sept, advice that the 
Junta, appointed to consider of calling the Cortes, should suggest rules 
for their proceedings, and to secure the freedom of their deliberations ; 
as, in case of accidents, it will show that the rock upon which such a 
machine was likely to split was not unforeseen. 

To W. Huakitson, Esq., Secretary to the Treaeury., Badajoz, 22(1 Sept. 1S09. 

The recent promotion of Mr. Rawlings to be a Dep. Commissary has 
occasioned the enclosed application from Acting Dep. Commissary Boyes, 
whose services I am induced to rate very highly. In the campaign of 
1808, in Portugal, as well as on the march of the troops into Spain last 
autumn, and in the operations in the north of Portugal in the spring of 
this year, and in the late service in Spain, the exertions of Mr. Boyes 
have been conspicuous, and I cannot but consider him most deserving of 
the promotion he solicits. I have also to recommend to their Lordships 
that Assist. Commissary Aylmer and Assist. Commissary Gauntlett should 
be promoted to be Acting Dep. Commissaries, as being those of the Assist, 
Commissaries who have shown most ability and activity, and have given 
most satisfaction. 

I observe that their Lordships have lately promoted Acting Assist. 
Commissary Coffin to be an Assist. Commissary, who, I have no doubt, 
will prove himself worthy of their Lord^ips’ favor ; but he has hitherto 
been employed witli the Commissary Gen., and has- never done any duty 
with the army. I therefore beg leave to recennmend to their Lordships’ 
favor, to be made Assist. Commissaries, Acting Assist. Commissary 
Haynes, Acting Assist. Commissary Downie, and Acting Assist. Commis- 
sary Wemyss. The first and last mentioned have performed their duty in 
a most satisfactory manner, and Mr. Downie has been employed on duties 
which belong to a Dep. Commissary rather than to an Acting Assistant. 
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To Vise. Costlereagh. Badojoz, 23d Sept. 1309. 

I enclose an estimate of the expenses in Portugal for the months of 
September, October, and November j and of our probable means, from 
which you will see that our finance is in a more flourishing state than it 
was some months ago. A copy of this paper will go to the Treasury.* 

I also enclose a paper,t marked No. 1, which I have extracted from the 


* Estimate of the probable demands on the Militairy clieat in Spain and Portugal, from the 
'2Sth Aug. to the 24tb Nov. 1809, inclusive. 

Sbbvioe: £• »• 

Ordinaries 118,000 0 0 

Ordnance ■ ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ • • • 18,15000 

150,000 * ' 


Portugneae subsidy .... 

ExvBiioaniHAiiiiis 

Atrean of debt .... 
Provisions , • . • . 

Forage 

Transport ..... 
Purchase of horses and mules . . 

General iiospital .... 

Forage money 

Staff end Commissariat pay and salaries 
Contingencies , • . , . 


£. 

50,000 

175,000 

55.000 

26.000 
10,000 

3.000 

30.000 

12.000 

6.000 


867,900 


Total . £654,050 0 0 


Amount per month, one third of the above, or . . . 

To which, ia to be added one third of the loss on Bills, as per contra 


218,016 13 4 
17,000 0 0 


Total expenditure per month . £235,016 13 4 

Estimate of the probable means of providing for the services stated in the preceding estimate. 

£. s. d. 

Balance remaining in the military chest on the 25th Aug. about . 250,000 0 0 

Amount of bar silver and Spanish gold coin received by H.IiI.S. FyUa, 

estimated at • _ • . 150,000 0 0 

Probable amount f At Lisbon .... £345 ,000 0 0 

of Billa to ba { Cadiz .... 76,000 0 0 

negoUated . . Gibraltar .... 90,000 0 0 

Total . £510,000 0 0 

Subject to a loss wbich, computing the dollar to be 
raised on on average at Si. sterling, would amount 

to 10 per esRt., or ...... 61,000 0 0 459,000 0 0 

Total . £859,000 0 0 

f No. 1. Estimate of the expense of the British army in Portugal for a month, taken from 
tlie estimate of all the expenses in Portugal for the months of Sept., Cot., and Nov. 


Crdinaries 

Ordnance 


Sertsoe : 


Provisions . . 

Forage .... 
Transport . . . 

Purchase of horses and mules 
General hospital • 

Staff and Commissariat salaries 
Bat and Forage money . 
Contingencies . . 


ExTBAOnniIIAEIBS 


. . 2,000 0 0 100,960 0 0 

Total for one month . £146,353 0 0 
Total for one year . £1,756,236 0 0 
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estimate, showing the real monthly expense of the army in Spain and 
Portugal, striking from the account the Portuguese subsidy and the 
arrear of debt ; the first of which cannot be called the expense of the 
army, nor the other a part of the monthly expense of this army. It is a 
claim upon our funds, occasioned jsirtly by our own and partly by Sir 
J. Moore’s former poverty; and it is very properly included in the esti- 
mate, although rated ratlier highly. But it cannot be called a part of the 
expense occasioned by this army. 

I likewise enclose a paper, marked No. 2,* showing what I conceive 


* No. 2. Estimate of the expense of the atmj now in Spain and Portugal, if it were in 

England. 


£. 


t. d. 


Ordinaries, as by the estimate for Spain and Portugal ' . . . 39,331 0 0 

Di/Terence of pay (id. per diem now stopped for provisions for 
1,910 seijeants. 

728 drummers. 

33, 602 R. and F. of cavalry and infantry. 


36 ,210 men for 30^ days 

Forage for 2620 horses of the cavalry at 2s. a day, for 30} days . 

Beer money for 36,219 men of the cavalry and infantry for 301 days . 

Difference of price of bread and meat for 36,219 men for 30} nays, the 
former taken at M., the latter at }</. a day for each man . . 

Marching money lor 36,219 men, supposing the whole to move 6 days 
in the year, or a day each month ..... 

Additional General and staff officers in England, when the army would 
return, with forage for their horses ...... 

Ordnance, as by the estimate for Spain and Portugal . . < 

Difference of pay for serjeants 90 

Drummers 26 

R. and F. 2,292 
Artificers 19 


27,639 0 0 
7,991 0 0 

1.607 0 0 

4.607 0 0 

830 0 0 

2,000 0 0 
6,030 0 0 


2,117 at 6d. a day, now stopped for 
provisions for 30} days .... 

Forage of 1118 horses of the artillery, at 2s. a day each horse for 30} 
days ........... 

Beer money for 2117 men of the artillery for 30} days . . . 

Difference of the ]]rice of bread and meat for the same . . . 


1,812 0 0 

3,602 0 0 
307 0 0 
307 0 0 


For one month . . 99,010 0 0 


X 12 = for one year . £1,188,192 0 0 


Add Barrack allowances. 

Allowance for cleaning arms, 2s. 9d. each man. 

Allowance for altering clothing, 2s. 6d. each man, not given abroad. 


Amount of the expense of the British army in Spain and Portugal for £. s. d. 

one year 1,756,236 0 0 

Amount of the same in England . '. . . . ... 1,188,192 0 0 


Difference by having the army in the field , £568,014 0 0 


* In this sum are included some few expenses which would not be incurred in England, 
but on the other hand, sums are subtracted from the amount which woidd not be subtracted 
in England ; such as stoppage for rations fVom the pay of officers, stoppage for servants not 
soldiers, &c., into the detail of which I have not the means of entering ; but 1 think the 
Ordinaries could not be far short of this amount 

>> The calculations are all made for 30} days, in order to bring out more nearly the 
expense fur the year ; the estimate of the expense in Portugal and Spain being calculated 
for 92 days, of which, in I^jier No. 1, 1 have taken the third. 
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would be the expense of this army if it were at home, from which you 
will observe that the difference is not much more than £500,000 •per 
arvmm ; and I really believe that if I could include all home expenses it 
would not be so much. You will observe that I have not taken into the 
account the expense of transports, which, however, you are aware is now 
almost nothing; or of the provisions and forage which we have here. 
I have no account of the former; and these and the expense of the 
victuallers must be carried against the army in the field. In respect to 
the forage and provisions, however, you will observe that in the estimate 
for the expense for 3 months, the Commissary Gen. estimates the full 
price of the provisions and forage which the army will consume ; and 
if it should consume any of that in its own magazines, it will be a saving 
of so much upon the estimate. 

With the exception of salt meat, I believe that the expense of forage 
and provisions is nearly the same in this country as it is in England; and 
I therefore conceive that the estimate covers the expense of the purchase 
of these articles in England, and there remains to be charged only that of 
their transport to Lisbon. In this view of the subject, the foi-age and 
provisions, like the shoes and boots, and articles of that description, for 
which we should be obliged to pay here, may be considered in the light 
of so much money. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Badajoz, 23d Sept. 1809. 

I am much obliged to you for your letter of the 19th, and for the 
Information you gave me respecting the harbour of Faro ; and I shall 
therefore direct the Commissary Gen. to make arrangements for receiving 
and forwarding to the army the mules which may be landed there, 

I am in daily expectation of the mules which were landed at the mouth 
of tlie Gundiana; and when they arrive, I will let you know whether they 
are good. I will also send an officer to examine and report upon the 
navigation of the Guadiana, from Badajoz to Mertola, and from Mertola 
to the mouth of the river ; but there is reason to believe that it is not 
navigable from Badajoz to Mertola. 

To MaisUal Beresford, Badajoz, 2ith Sept. 1 809. 

I have received 2 letters from you of the 19th, and 2 of the 22d. 

I shall inquire of Gen. Howorth whether any wheels can be given to 
you ; but I should think not, as we have been hard run ourselves. Would 
our wheels fit your axletrees ? 

Shall I send to England a copy of my letter to you, regarding the pay- 
ment of tlie English officers? I have written to Villiers respecting the 
increase of pay for the Portuguese officers. 

I should not select the senior, but the officer most likely to be useful, 
in recommending for promotion. 

^ I shall certainly go down to Lisbon as soon as I can. I stay here only 
till I see the result of the collection of troops at Plasencia and Talavera. 

There never was any thing like the madness, the imprudence, and the 
presumption of the Spanish officers, in the way they risk their corps, 
knowing that the national vanity will prevent them from withdrawing them 
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from a situation of danger, and that, if attacked, they must be totally 
destroyed. A retreat is the only chance of safety for the Duque del 
Parque’s corps ; but instead of making it, he calls upon you for cavalry. 
My opinion, founded upon Soult’s position, and the patroles and move- 
ments he has made, is, that he has collected his force at Plasencia, because 
he did not think it possible that the Duque del Parque would risk his 
corps as he has done, excepting in concert with some operation of mine, 
which Soult has certainly put himself in an attitude to resist. If this con- 
jecture be correct, what must be the presumption of the Duque del 
Parque ! 

I have ordered magazines to be prepared upon the Douro and Mondego, 
to assist in providing these vagabonds if they should retire into Portugal, 
which I hope they will do, as their only chance of salvation. This will 
give us an interval of decided tranquillity, and I shall then go to Lisbon. 

To the Et. Hon. J. Villiers. Beilajoz, 24tl) Sept 1809, 

I desired Beresford to speak to you respecting the increase of pay to the 
Portuguese officers, because it appeared to me that you had adopted a 
decided opinion upon that subject, which it was not very likely I should 
shake by a letter. It appears from his answer that I entirely misunder- 
stood your objection to recommend the increase of pay to the Portuguese 
officers ; and I now find that, notwithstanding that I think the objection a 

6. O. Baj3iijo2, S4th Sept. 1809. 

1. The mistakes made in the relurns and states sent from many of the regiments of t}je 
army are so iVequent and so glaring, tliat the Commander of the Forces apprehends that 
the proper mode of keeping an account of their men is neglected, or is not kiioivu in those 
regimeuts. Tlie foundation of all states and returns is the roll, and morning and evening 
stales of the troop or company, in which every man absent ought to be accounted for by 
name, including casualties, till struck off the strength by order of the Commanding officer 
of the regiment. 

The weekly and other states called for from regiments are made up of the totals of the 
states of each troop or company, which totals shomd be entered in the regimental weekly or 
monthly state book ; and at the bottom the names of all men making any alteration from 
the preceding state should be entered by comp^es, 

2. No state should be ever sent in without being made to tally with tlie lost state sent in ; 
and it may be certain that if the second state, whether weekly or monthly, does not account 
for every man returned in the first, there has been an error, which ought to be investigated, 
and rectided before the state is sent in. 

4. The Commander of the Forces is convinced that either those regiments have never 
known the proper mode of making out a tetnm, or that their interior economy has been 
lately entirely neglected. 

5. He requests the General officers commanding brigades to inspect accurately the books 
of the regiments of their brigades, and to see in what manner they make out their states, 
whether the absent men of each troop or company are accurately accounted for by name on 
the rolls, and on the morning and evening states at every parade, and that they will look 
particularly into the interior economy of the regiments under their command, 

6. The Commander of ffie Forces wishes the commanding and other officers of the regi- 
ment^ particularly the field officers, to recollect that there is a great deal to do to keep 
their regiments in order upon service, besides attendlug to the parades and drills of the 
men. 

7. The Commander of the Forces desires that Col. Peacocke will pay attention^ to the 
state of discipline (meaning by that word, habits of obedience to orders, subordination, 
regularity, and intenor economy! of the 3(1 batt. S8d regt., and 3d batt. 87th regt., lately 
ordered to Lisbon, aa well as to their parade discipline and drill. 

8. The Commander of the Forces deems it bat justice to the two battalions of Guards 
to state that their returns have in every respect been as accurate, as the conduct of these 
excellent corps has been regalai and exemplary in every other respect. The tetums of 
tlie Legion and of the regiments of cavalry are also very accurate. 
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very solid one, and that it is very probable that you will not succeed in 
obtaining the object, you are so kind as to say that you will propose it, if 
I should think it desirable that it should be proposed. 

. 1 acknowledge that I think it ought to be proposed, and strenuously 
urged upon the Portuguese government to increase the pay of their 
officers. How can it be expected that, in a country in which the expense 
of the necessaries of life is higher than in England, men will serve as 
officers upon the pay which our serjeante and even soldiers receive? 
Wliatever may be eventually the fate of Spain, Portugal must be a mili- 
tary country ; and it is certain that it cannot become so till the gentry of 
the country enter the army as officers, and this they will never do as long 
as the pay continues upon the existing footing. 

If we do not succeed in carrying the measure, the French will carry it 
for us ; and on every ground, I believe, there is no doubt tliat it ought to 
be adopted. But all this is not exactly applicable to the question for con- 
sideration ; which is, whether you should now propose the increase to the 
Portuguese government, notwithstanding their repugnance to it, fomided 
as it is upon their want of means? My opinion is, that we, who are 
charged with the defence of this country, should not be justifiable if we 
neglect to propose to the Portuguese government, or to our own, any 
measures which we may think it advisable to adopt, with a view to the 
defence of Portugal ; and that this is a most essential one no man can 
doubt. But I conceive that this proposition to the Portuguese government 
is the first step to be taken to procure from the British government the 
means to provide for the expense, at least for a time. The British 
government can have no official knowledge of the deficiency of the means 
in Portugal to provide for this essential expense, till the subject shall have 
been discussed with the Portuguese government, and they shall have stated 
the deficiency ; and that will be the time to press the British government 
to provide for this expense. Upon every ground, therefore, I should 
recommend to you to lose no time in urging tlie measure upon the Portu- 
guese government. 


To the St. Hon, J. Yillieri. Badajoz, 21th Sept. 1809. 

I heard some time ago that a detachment of Spanish cavalry, under the 
Principe de Anglona, was to march through Portugal to Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
and being aware of the manner in which the Spaniards ore disposed to treat 
the Portuguese government, I hinted to Col. O’Lawlor, who is employed 
here by the Spanish Commander in Chief, that it was desirable that I 
should he informed of the strength of this corps, otherwise that it might 
incur the risk of being but ill supplied. I enclose a letter which he 
has this day sent me, from which it appears that this cavalry was about to 
enter Portugal without giving notice to any body, and unprovided with a 
Commissary, and of course without money or means of any description. 
I have desired Col. O’Lawlor to tell tlie Prince that he must halt till I 
shall receive an answer from the Portuguese government. 

I enclose a route, by which I propose that this corps of cavalry shall 
march in 4 divisions ; and 1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will 
explain to the Portuguese government the circumstances of this march. 
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and will desire them to give orders that means may be provided for them 
at the stages pointed out in this route. 1 request them also to let me know 
when the means will he provided, that I may then allow the Principe de 
Anglona to commence his march. I have given Col. O’Lawlor a hint 
about the necessity that this corps should have a Commissary. 

To Brig. Gen. Cox, Governor of Almeida. Badajoz, 25th Sept. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 18th and 2l8t inst,, 
but not that of the 15th, which you state to have written. 

So long as the Duque del Parque continued his operations without 
requiring the assistance of the British or Portuguese troops, I considered 
it my duty to refrain from making any observations upon them ; but as 
his E.vcellency has required the aid of Marshal Beresford, I request you 
to communicate to him the following observations, as the foundation of 
my determination to decline giving him the assistance which he has 
required. 

Upon a consideration of all the information which I have been able to 
acquire of the relative state of the armies of the enemy and of the allies in 
the two Castilles and Estremadura, I am convinced that the enemy are supe- 
rior to the allies not only in numbers of men for service in the field, 
including even the corps which Marshal Beresford can bring forward ; 
but, adverting to tlie composition of the Spanish armies ; the want of 
cavalry by some, of artillery by others ; the want of clothing, accoutre- 
ments, ammunition, and arms j and the want of discipline in all ; the enemy 
must be considered as superior to the allies in efficiency, to a greater 
degree even than he is in numbers. These circumstances, and the abso- 
lute deficiency of means to enable us to continue our operations, were the 
causes of our being obliged to put ourselves on our defence, after we had 
gained a great victory at Talavera j and they have not altered for the 
better since that period. 

But, besides these advantages, I must observe that the enemy enjoys 
others, which hear particularly upon the operations proposed to he carried 
on by the Duque del Parque. The enemy, from the nature of the posi- 
tion of his troops, can draw a part or the whole of them to any quarter he 
pleases ; whereas the operations of the different corps of the allies must 
necessarily he insulated, and each of them for a time must he exposed to 
be defeated. For instance, there is nothing to prevent the enemy from 
throwing upon the Duque del Parque’s corps, aided, I will suppose, by 
Marshal Beresford’s, the whole of the corps of Soult, Ney, and Keller- 
mann ; and even if I had the inclination, I have not the means, and could 
not possibly he in time to prevent their destruction. 

In the same manner this army, if I were to expose it in a forward posi- 
tion, would be liable to the same misfortune : and the Spanish army in 
La Mancha equally so. It follows, then, that if any operation is to be 
undertaken by any one of these corps, or if any one of these corps is to 
be placed in a position in which it is liable to be attacked by the enemy, 
all the other corps in Castille, Estremadura, and La Mancha should co- 
operate, otherwise the separate corps must he defeated; and upon this 
supposed general co-operation, I have already shown that the allies have 
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neither numbers, nor efBcient troops, nor means of carrying into execu- 
tion any plan of co-operation. The consequence of undertaking such a 
plan would be, that after a battle or two, and some brilliant actions by 
some, and the defeat of others, and the loss of many valuable officers and 
soldiers, the allies would be obliged to resume again the defensive posi- 
tions which they ought never to have quitted. Under these circum- 
stances, I liave determined that, although I shall make an effort to prevent 
the enemy from carrying into execution his design of obtaining possession 
of Ciudad Rodrigo, I shall not give any assistance to enable the Duque 
del Farque to maintain the forward position which he has taken up. 

I have already shown that the assistance of Marshal Beresford’s corps 
will not enable him to maintain it; and I am very well convinced that 
this is not the mode by which the enemy can be prevented from under- 
taking the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. 'The mode in which the Duque del 
Parque can most effectually prevent the enemy from undertaking that 
operation is to place his corps in such a situation as that the enemy can- 
not attack and defeat it without a long previous preparation, which will 
give time to other troops to come to his assistance, and cause a march in 
which the enemy himself may be exposed to defeat. 

The best mode of preventing an attack, or at all events the success of 
an attack of the enemy on Ciudad Rodrigo, is not to expose to defeat the 
troops which must ultimately co-operate in its defence, but to place that 
corps in such a position, that it cannot be attacked without risk to the 
enemy, and from which it can with ease co-operate with other corps 
which must be put in motion, if Ciudad Rodrigo is to be saved. I shall 
not take upon me to say what position the Duque del Parque ought to 
take up; but I am very certain that his corps and Beresford’s joined 
would not prevent the junction of the enemy’s forces in Castille ; that 
the consequence of this junction must be the defeat of the allies if they 
should remain in an advanced position, and the certain loss of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and other misfortunes, none of which can occur under any other 
probable, or even possible concurrence of circumstances. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. Q. Berkeley. Badajoz, 26th Sept. 1809, 

The 2 battalions of detachments from regiments now in England, which 
have been for some time doing duty with this army, ai'e now on tlieir 
march to Lisbon, and I wish to send them to England as soon as may be 
convenient after their arrival there. I have directed the A. Q. M. G. at 
Lisbon to wait npon your secretary with a return of their numbers, as 
SOCHI as he shall have received it ; and I shall be much obliged to you if 
you will give directions that tonnage may be allotted for the conveyance 
of these troops to England ; and they shall embark, and sail as soon as 
you may think proper. 


G. O. Bad^OZ, 26th Sopt, 1806. 

2. The Commander of the Forces refers the officera of the medical staff to the O. O. of 
the 7th Sept, (No. 8), in which they will find detailed the mode in which medical boards 
must be ordered, and the certi&cates by whioh it must lie preceded. He will notice no 
reports of mediesd boards that are not held in couformitv with the mode painted out in 
that order. 
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To Marquis Wellesl^. Badajoz, 26th Sept, 1S09, 

I am anxious to receive, if possible, the answers of the Junta respecting 
the payment for the shirts and sheets which they sent to us j also respect- 
ing the payment for the carts, and whether we are to keep the carts ; and 
also respecting the exchange of Gen, Franceschi. 

Gen. Eguia has lately been guilty of a most unwarrantable act. I 
have had occasion to send different flags of truce on the subject of the 
wounded officers and soldiers; and the letters which I have written have 
invai'iably been opened, and have been submitted to the inspection of the 
Spanish Commander in Cliief. The answers of the French officers have 
also been unsealed, and have been seen by the Spanish Commander in 
Chief; excepting 2 letters, one from Marshal Soult to me, proposing the 
exchange of Gen. Franceschi; another from Gen. Kellermann to Gen. 
Stewart, which was, in fact, a private letter, and related to horses and 
other private concerns. Gen. Eguia represented through Col. Boche that 
these letters were sealed, and through the same channel I made him ac- 
quainted with their contents, and desired that if in future any sealed let- 
ters were sent into the Spanish lines from any French officer, they might 
be opened and read at the Spanish head quarters. 

Notwithstanding this explanation, with which I understood Gen. Eguia 
was satisfied, he detained the officer who brought Gen. Kellermann’s 
letter, under pretence of waiting for my answer, which I never intended 
to give, as in fact Gen. Kellermann was not Commander in Chief, and it 
was of no use to write to him again. 

I heard of the detention of this officer on the 15th, from the Marques 
de la Romans, and immediately wrote him a letter to apologize for it, 
which I sent open to Col. Roche, that Gen. Eguia might see it. Not- 
withstanding this circumstance, I learn from Mr. Knight, who arrived 
here yesterday, that this officer is still detsdned at Deleytosa, and that they 
will not allow him to depart. The consequence of this conduct must be 
a cessation of all intercourse between me and the French on the subject 
of our prisoners, and the continuance and aggravation of their captivity. 
I shall be obliged to you if you will mention this circumstance to the 
Spanish government. I would write to you an official dispatch, only that 
I think it is too bad to become the subject of a public dispatch ; and that 
if it were to be known in England, it would create such an irritation 
against Gen. Eguia and the Spaniards in general, that they would not 
easily remove it. 

I must mention, that, besides the 2 letters to which I have above re- 
ferred that came sealed through the hands of Gen. Eguia, there was 
another addressed to the Adj. Gen. of the army, from the Chef d’Etat 
Major of Victor’s corps, which came sealed through the hands of Venegas, 
and was forwarded by you. 

To Marquis Wellesley, Badajoz, 26th Sept. 1800. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have received 
from Brig. Gen, Cox, dated the 21st, and a copy of a letter which I wrote 
to that officer yesterday. 

1 apprehend that the troops which reconnaitred the position of the 
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Duqiie del Parque on the 18th, were only a small detachment from Ney’s 
corps at Salamanca, and that if the Duquo should have allowed his troops 
to continue at Villa Vieja, they would have heen seriously attacked and 
defeated. 

The accounts which I have recently received of the state of the French 
force in Estremadura and New Castille, prove that I underrated it in the 
estimate which 1 made of it about a month ago, and communicated to 
your Excellency. It appears that the corps of Soult, Mortier, Victor, 
and Sebastian! consist of 65,000 men, and the King’s guards, which are 
1000. Besides these troops, there are in Old Castille the corps of Ney 
and Kellermann, which cannot be reckoned at less than 20,000. 

To the Rt. Hon. 3. Villieis. Baclajoz, 26tli Sept. 1809. 

Some time ago Col. Seymour, of the 23d light dragoons, who is still 
very unwell, and who has obtained leave to go to England, sent me the 
enclosed letter, and the resignation of his commission, which 1 likewise 
enclose. I can easily conceive the feeling which induced Seymour to 
resign at the moment he did ; and I should certainly wish that his wife 
should enjoy all the advantage to be derived from this act ; and I have 
acted in such a manner as to secure it to her. At the same time, I should 
consider it a great misfortune, in the event of Seymour’s recovery, if he 
were to be lost to the service, in a view both to liimself and the public ; 
and I have always determined, if he should recover before he left Por- 
tugal, to give him the option again, whether he would retire or not. I 
understand that he is not yet so well as I expected he would be ; but it 
is more than probable that his health will be considerably re-established 
before his arrival at Lisbon, or, at all events, before his embarkation. 

I wish you, therefore, upon his arrival at Lisbon, to tell him that 1 am 
willing to give him an option then to receive back his resignation ; but 
if you should think him so ill as that he might die on the passage, and his 
wife might lose the benefit of his resignation if he were now to take it 
back, I beg you will tell him that he shall have the option of recalling 
his resignation when he shall arrive in England, and that I will take no 
steps upon it till I shall have heard from him after his arrival. If he 
should not take back his resignation, or if he should be so ill as that you 
think it proper to leave it to his option to have it back when he shall 
arrive in England, I beg you to return the enclosed papers. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Badajoz, 27th Sept. 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 24th by Col. Stopford,* and I enclose 
a memorandum in answer to the notes of the Duque de Alburquerque 
and Don M. de Garay. 

I consider the mode in which they have been communicated as private, 
and therefore adopt this mode of replying to them ; but it will be easy to 
turn this memorandum into a dispatch, if you should prefer to have them 
considered in that mode. 

1 shall write a dispatch respecting Malespina’s statement ; but I should 
wish to have a copy of it, as well as of your note of the 8th Sept. I do 

* Tbe late Lieut. Gai. the Hon. Sir E. Stopford, G.C.B., then of the 3d Foot Guards. 
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not doubt that the force left in Estremadura does not exceed 8000 
infantry and 900 cavalry, and you have been made acquainted witli the 
exact extent of it, because the Duque de Alhurquerque, who is appointed 
to command it, is interested in maldng known the truth. But they have 
lied about the cavalry ordered to the Duque del Parque ; instead of being 
4000, there are only 1200 horses drawing rations, of which number it 
could not be expected that above 800 would appear in the field. 

Then they have sent this cavalry in such a manner. They never men- 
tioned the intention of its march through Portugal to the Portuguese' 
government, to me, or to any body connected with them ; 1 heard of it 
by accident, and desired that it might be recommended to the Principe de 
Anglona to make me acquainted with his march, in order that I might 
assist him ; and I then found out his numbers, and that he had no Com- 
missary with him, no money, and no means of any description. Under 
these circumstances, I could not take upon me to order the Portuguese 
magistrates to supply him; and I sent an express to Lisbon, with a 
request that the government would take measures that he might he sup- 
plied on his march. 

The Spanish government are really too bad ! Surely troops are never 
sent into any foreign country without having some communication -with 
the government or officers of that country; or without a Commissary 
attending them, or money to pay for what they receive ! Is the English 
General, or are the Portuguese magistrates to act as Commissaries to the 
Spanish troops ? and to have the honor of paying for their supplies ? 

I had no doubt that what has turned out would be the result of the 
expedition of the Scheldt. 

P. S. I have considered it best to write a dispatch on the notes of Don 
M. de Garay, which I forward. 

To Maryuia Wellesley. Bodajuz, 27tli Sept, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving the copy of the note addressed to 
your Excellency on the 23d inst. by Don M. de Garay, enclosing the 
copy of a note from the Duque de Alhurquerque, addressed to Don A. 
de Cornel, which your Excellency enclosed in your private letter of the 
24th inst. Both these papers refer to the operations of the British army, 
each of them upon different principles ; and I shall now endeavor to reply 
to both. 

The Duque de Alhurquerque confines his demand to a requisition that 
I should engage to remain in the position at present occupied by the 
British army, or in some other which he proposes I should occupy on the 
Guadiana, but which he has not described, for 25 or 30 days, during 
which time he hopes to form an army capable, not only of defending the 
position on the Tagus, but of undertaking active operations against the 
enemy; or, in other words, that I should protect the formation of this 
army. In answer to this proposition, I have to observe, that I have no 
intention of quitting the position I at present occupy, unless obliged to 
do so by the want of food, or by some operation by the enemy which may 
endanger the safety of Portugal ; or may expose the British army to a 
risk which I might not think it expedient that it should incur. 
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My opinion is, that if the Duque del Parque does not expose his corps 
to he destroyed, which corps does not consist of 20,000 infantry and 2000 
cavalry, as is slated hy Don M. de Gai'ay, hut of about 10,000 infantry, 
armed and equipped for service, and 1000 cavaby, as I am informed by 
good authority, the enemy have not the power of undertalcing any offensive 
operation without exposing some one or other of his corps to he defeated 
under very disadvantageous circumstance's ; and that if this misfortune is 
avoided, the season will pass over, the river Tagus will fill, and even the 
small corps left in Estremadura will he found capable of defending its 
post ; and no disadvantage will have resulted from the gross error which 
has been committed in weakening the force in Estremadura, in order to 
strengthen that in La Mancha. 

The government have been repeatedly informed, that if any serious 
attempt were made by the enemy to obtain possession of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
I must make an effort to save that place, which would necessarily remove 
the troops under my command from this quarter : and they were told that 
it was probable that the attempt upon Ciudad Rodrigo would be accom- 
panied by an attack upon the Tagus, and upon the Guadiana ; on which 
ground I recommended that tliey should not weaken their force on the 
Tagus. The collection of troops at Talavera, if the account be well 
founded, of which I have received no information, looks very like the 
execution of the whole of the plan according to which the government 
have been informed that the enemy would moat probably proceed, if they 
really intended to attack Ciudad Rodrigo ; and I now only request of them 
to consider the situation in which their affairs will stand, with tlieir whole 
army collected in La Mancha, if, as is probable, the enemy should force 
not only the Tagus, but the Guadiana, and even the passes of Monasterio j 
thus placing himself between the main body of their army and the city of 
Seville. 

The Spanish gorernment do not like to bear of their weakness in com- 
parison with the enemy j and in order to conceal it from themselves, I 
imagine, it is that they bring forward such propositions as that contained 
in Don M. de Garay’s note of the 23d inst. 

The communications formerly made to the Spanish government of the 
intentions which I had, in respect to the employment of tlie British troops 
under my command, might have saved him the trouble of forwarding the 
note from the Duque de Alburquerque, as he must know that I should be 
unwilling, nay, that I could not enter into the engagement which the 
Duque required I should, as the condition on which he should assume the 
command of the army in Estremadura. But the propositions in Don M. 
de Garay’s note are still more extraordinary than those contained in that 
received from the Duque de Alburquerque. He must be aware that the 
government have adopted no measures to support this array at Merida, or 
in any other part of Spain ; tliat if I were now to collect it, even at this 
place, it miist starve ; and yet he proposes not only that I should collect 
it at Merida, but that I should move it forward into the Vera de Plascucio, 
in order to prevent Soult from falling upon tlie Duque del Parque, in a 
paper, in which he informs your Excellency that the enemy had collected 
his whole force at Talavera. Thus, tlie British array, unprovided with 
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supplies or means of transport, and supported by only 8000 Spanish troops, 
is to move into the Vera de Plasenoia, exposed to the attack of the whole 
French army, in order to save the Duque del Parque j who requires only 
prudent management on his own part, not only to save his own army, but 
to place affairs on such a footing, as to render it very improbable that the 
enemy will be able to undertake any thing of importance. The mere 
statement of such a proposition is a sufficient answer to it, and I shall not 
trouble your Excellency by any further consideration of it. 

To Marquis Welledoy. Baclajoz, 27tli Sept. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s dispatch of the 
24th, marked (G.), enclosing a note from Don M. de Garay, regarding 
certain mares which have been supplied by the Spanish government for 
the use of the British army ; and I shall be much obliged to your Excel- 
lency if you will give directions that tlie 130 mares may be sent to this 
place, where they will be received and taken care of by British dragoons. 
It is desirable that I should be informed of the day on which they are 
likely to arrive here ; that I should know the price to be paid for them, 
and to whom it is wished that the money should be paid. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Badajoi, 28tli Sept. 1800. 

I write to tell you that the first detachment of mules is arrived, and 
tliat they are considered so good, that I have desired the Commissary Gen. 
to purchase an additional number of 200 at the same place, for which J 
shall be obliged to you if you will afford him the same facilities. 

The cattle are not quite so good, and they are dear ; and as we experi- 
ence no difficulty in procuring cattle in Spain or Portugal, I think it tvill 
be better to discontinue the purchase in Africa, at least for the present. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Badojoz, 28th Sept. 1809. 

There is one part of the case which I had under consideration yesterday, 
to which I did not advert in either of, my letters, because it is one of such 
real difficulty, that L did not know what to recommend ; and that is, what 
line of operation shall be recommended for tlie troops assembled in La 
Mancha, in case the enemy should combine for an attack upon Ciudad 
Rodrigo, an attack upon the Tagus, the Guadiana, and the positions in the 
rear. 

If the Spanish troops were of the same description, or nearly of the same 
description, with those opposed to them, I should, by all means, let them 
move direct upon Madrid. If the French should have broken the bridges 
at Toledo and Aranjuez, as I imagine that these bridges, any more than 
those at Almaraz and Alcantara, cannot be repaired, let them go by Ocana, 
Fuentiduena, and Arganda. But, unfortunately, this assembled corps in 
La Mancha, which, I understand from Stopford, the government call 
60,000 men, would be stopped by Sebastiani’s corps of 12,000. I suspect 
that it does not consist of 30,000, from what I have heard from Roche, 
and from the accounts I have received from various quarters, of the num- 
ber of soldiers met with on all the roads, quitting the army. But whether 
it consists of 30,000 or 60,000, no dependence can be placed on its opera- 
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tions, if at all opposed by the French ; and therefore, in playing for such 
a stake as Seville is, I should prefer the more certain game, and should 
recommend that, if the enemy are decidedly and seriously determined to 
carry on the proposed operation, a pai't of tlie army assembled in La 
Mancha, that part of it which belonged to Estremadura, should be thrown 
into the passes of Monaslerio. 

I thinic, however, that tliei'e is reason to doubt the truth of the intelli- 
gence received of the collection of troops at Talavera. You received the 
intelligence about the 23d or 24th, and the French must have brought 
their troops there by the 20th. They could not remain at Talavera, as the 
country is completely ezhausted, the town has been plundered, and the 
inhabitants have fled. They must have commenced their operations and 
have struck their blow immediately, and I must have heard of it before 
this time. I have heard of no movement of any description. If they 
really did move troops from Toledo to Talavera, I think it most probable 
that it was a defensive movement, of the same description with those 
which they appear to have made on the right of their line, between the 
15th and 20th, which movements I attribute to a notion which they enter- 
tained, and in my opinion very justly, that the Duque del Parque could 
not have risked his corps in the manner he did, excepting in concert with 
me, and in expectation of my co-operation. Soult certainly collected his 
troops at Plasencia, and from the disposition of his outposts, I should 
imagine must have expected that I would endeavor to cross the Tagus 
above Alcantara, and he has made no movement since. It might be ad- 
visable, however, to frighten the gentlemen at Seville with their own false 
intelligence ; and prevail upon them to re-enforce Estremadura, which, 
I am convinced, is the measure most likely to give a quiet autumn and 
winter ; during which time, if the gentlemen should be overturned, any 
thing that succeeds may form an army capable of doing something in the 
spring ; or, at all events, capable of defending themselves, and of making 
the final conquest of the country most difficult, if not impossible. 

To the Rt. Hon. the Commander in Chier. 'Badajoz, 28lh Sept. ISOS. 

I beg leave to draw your attention to the enclosed letter from the Com- 
missary Gen., relative to a claim made by certain officers to an allowance 
for shoeing mules employed in the carriage of camp kettles. Surgeons’ 
chests, and Paymasters’ books in this army, claimed under an order issued 
by the late Commander of the Forces, of which a copy is enclosed. 

This order appears to have been founded on tlie principle of the circular 
letter of the llth June, 1804, from the Sec. at War, pages 424 and 425 
of the printed Regulations j hut as the grant of the allowance appears 
inconsistent with the late regulations respecting bfit and forage, and as I 
wish to have the attention of the Treasury drawn to that part of their late 
order, which prohibits the issue of ‘ preparation money,’ I think it best to 
adopt this opportunity of obtaining orders upon the whole subject of the 
mode of procuring carriage for camp kettles, &c., in Portugal and Spain, 

When the army landed in Portugal last year, the regiments having re- 
ceived the allowance called ‘ preparation money,’ including £20 bfit money 
for each, company, and zflO for the Surgeon; the Captains of companies, 
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Surgeons, and Paymasters were oliliged to supply mules for the carriage 
of the camp kettles, medicine chests, and Paymasters’ books. 

"When the army subsequently marched into Spain, the late Commander 
of the Forces, Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Moore, upon a representation of the 
Captains, that the mules which they had purchased were unequal to the 
performance of the service, directed tlie Commissary Gen. to supply a 
mule for each company, one for the carriage of the Surgeon’s chest, one 
for the carriage of the Paymaster’s books, and one for the carriage of 
intrenching tools, under different orders, of which I enclose copies. The 
late Commander of the Forces in Portugal, Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Cradock, 
at the opening of tlie campaign in Portugal, likewise issued orders, of 
which I enclose copies, directing the Commissary Gen. to supply the re- 
giments with mules for the carriage of camp kettles, medicine chests, 
Paymasters’ books, and intrenching tools ; but shortly after my arrival in 
Portugal, having found that this mode of supplying mules for the carriage 
of camp kettles, regimental medicine chests, and Paymasters’ books of 
regiments of infantry, and for the medicine chest of the Veterinary sur- 
geon, for the Serjeant armourer, and the serjeant saddler of regiments of 
cavahy, was not only a great expense to the public, but an intolerable 
burden and drain upon the means of equipment for the army, I reverted 
to what I conceived had been the original intention of government ; and 
considering the ‘ preparation money,’ including £20 hS.t money for com- 
panies, as the price the public allowed for the purchase of these mules, 
and £l 0 in the annual bkt and forage money for each company, as the 
sum allowed for the keeping them up, I threw the whole expense of their 
purchase and of keeping them upon the Captains of troops and companies, 
the Surgeons and regimental Paymasters ; and gave £20 b9.t money to tlie 
Captains, Surgeons, and Paymasters of those regiments which had not 
received the ‘ preparation money.’ 

The ‘ preparation money ’ has since been struck off, and tlie whole ques- 
tion respecting the mode of procuring carriage for the camp kettles, 
Surgeons’ chests, and Paymasters’ books, is again at large ; and, indeed, 
the measures which I had ordered require revision on other grounds. 
The camp kettles. Paymasters’ books. Surgeons’ chests, and intrenching 
tools in regiments of infantry, and the same articles and the medicine 
chest for the Veterinary surgeon, and implements for the serjeant saddler, 
and the serjeant armourer, in regiments of cavalry, are articles necessaiy 
for the troops, which must always be with them ; the expense of carrying 
which the public must pay. The mode adopted under the system of pre- 
paration money, and enforced by me, has been of the nature of a contract 
with the Captains of troops and companies, Paymasters, and Surgeons ; 
hut I must ohsei’ve that it is a contract in a manner forced upon those who 
enter into it, and which is highly disadvantageous in this country to the 
contractors. 

1 have no reason to believe that those officers did not take care of the 
animals employed in the service by the Commissariat, under the orders of 
the late Commander of the Forces, excepting the general reason that the 
officers seldom take such good care of that which does not, as of that which 
does, belong to them ; and yet the losses of mules on this service, and the 
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consequent demands for them, were so frequent and so lieavy as to cramp 
the operations of the army, by diverting the means of equipment from other 
important objects, which was one reason why I altered tlie system. I have 
since found that the Captains of companies, in particular, have replaced 
the mules employed in carrying the camp kettles, many of them twice, and 
some of them three times, since the troops took the field in April. 

It is scarcely possible to purchase a mule capable of performing this 
service for a less sum than fmm £18 to £25 ; and I am conscientiously 
convinced that all have been losers already; and yet only a few months 
have elapsed of the 4 years which, according to the principle of the letter 
of the 11th June, 1804, these animals ought to last. In fact, that order, 
as well as others relating to an army in the field, apply only to the state 
of the service in England, and not at all to that in foreign countries. 

I should therefore beg leave to recommend that for this army, at least, an 
allowance of £20 bfl,t money should be made with each of the two issues of 
bdt and fomge money to the Captains of troops and companies, Surgeons, 
Paymaster-s, and others obliged to furnish mules for the jmhlic service, to 
enable them to purchase and keep up mules for the carriage of comp ket- 
tles, medicine chests. Paymasters’ books, Veterinaiy surgeons’ chests, Ser- 
jeant saddlers’, and serjeant armourers’ implements, and that an allowance 
of one dollar per month shall be made, to pay for shoeing these mules, for 
saddles, halters, &c., and that the £10 bfi.t money allowed to Captains of 
troops and companies in the b^t and forage allowance should be withdrawn. 

To Brig. Oeu. B. Craufuid. Badajoz, 29tii Sept. 1809. 

I have been for some time very anxious respecting a part of what forms 
the subject of your letter of the 26th; I mean the camp kettles; and I am 
much obliged to you for your opinions on the subject. Faulty as is the 
existing mode of carrying the camp kettles, it is more efficient than that 
of which it is the eubstitute in this country ; and I have written a letter to 
England, which I hope will have the effect of making the allowance for 
keeping up the mules more equal to the object for which it was granted 
than it has been hitherto. There is much to he said on both sides of the 
question respecting the description of kettle which the soldiers ought to 
have ; and as the iron kettle is the best for cooking, and lasts longest ; and 
moreover, as the use of that description and size of kettle requires tlie 
employment of fewest men in cooking, the choice between them resolves 
itself into this point, which is most likely to be carried with certainty, so 
as to give the soldier at all times the use of a kettle. 

In deciding upon this question, much depends upon the care which 
officers take of their men, and the degree of minute attention which they 
give to their wants. In a regiment well looked after, it is certain that the 
tin kettles would answer best, as the officers would oblige the soldiers to 
take care of them, and regimental arrangements would he made to provide 
for the casual increase and diminution of numbers occasioned by men 
coming out of going into hospital, returning from detachment, &c . ; and 
in actions they would be prevented from (browing them away ; and care 
would he taken that the carrier of the kettle should, above all olher men, not 
straggle or stray behind liis regiment till the hours for cooking should be 
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past, or get drunk and lose the kettle. But in t.ro thirds of the regiments 
of this army such care would not be taken ; and whether the regiment 
would have kettles or not would depend upon that most thoughtless of ani- 
mals, the soldier himself, and I should very soon hear that there were none. 

According to the existing system, had as it is, the care of the camp 
kettles is not only the business of the h&tman of the company, hut of all 
the bA.tmen of the regiment and of the brigade. The officer of the bag- 
gage guard is particularly interested, as with the kettles he loses the mule; 
and the officers commanding the regiments and the brigade are not inat- 
tentive to the subject. I think also that the practical effect of this system 
must improve as the army becomes more experienced in the field. 

Upon the whole, therefore, I prefer the iron kettles to the tin for gene- 
ral purposes; hut I have no objection to try the latter in some of our best 
regiments, in order to see how the experiment may answer.* 

I agree w'ith you about the expediency of allowing the Captains of com- 
panies to ride. The forage required for this purpose is no object, as forage 
for 200 or 300 mules cannot he very difficult to procure. The objection I 
think is the increased number of bfitmen and servants which will be taken 
out of the ranks, which becomes an object of the greatest consequence. f 

To tlic Rt. Hon. J. Villicts. Bailnjoz, 29th Sept. 1809. 

I received j'csterday your letter of the 26th inst., and I instantly sent off 
to the Principe de Anglona to desire him to begin his march. 

I am afraid I misunderstood you respecting the measures which you 
intended to adopt regarding the additional pay to the Portuguese officers. 
1 thought that you did not propose to take any step whatever till you 
should be authorised to use the King’s name in the communications to be 
made to the Portuguese army upon the subject ; notwithstanding that you 
had authority from England to go the full length of all the arrangements 
which were necessary in order to carry the measure into effect. It appears, 
however, that you have no authority from England with respect to the 
expense, and you must be satisfied with empty remonstrances to the Por- 
tuguese government, which I fear will not answer the purpose. 

I have seen Lord Wellesley’s dispatches. Nos. 4 and 5, and forwarded 
them to you. 

I have determined not to press for the convent of St. Benito, and shall 
be obliged to you if you will tell Col. Peacocke that I desire he will take 
any other building which may be found convenient for the hospital. I 
shall write to him, but I request you to mention the subject, lest 1 should 
not have time to do so by this messenger. 

That foolish fellow the Duque del Parque has been endeavoring to get 
his corps destroyed upon the frontier ; but I find that he has retreated, and 
is now in safety, 1 hope. I have written to Cox a long letter to be com- 

* This experiment was tried, with a favotahle result, by the regiments of the Light divi- 
sion, and tin cooking kettles were atterwards ordered for the other divisions of the army. 
They were carried on tlie march alternately by the mm of each mess. When tents were 
issued to the army in 1813, they were carried on the camp kettle mules. (See 6. O. 1st 
‘ March, 1813.) 

f This permission, with the restriction as to bStmeii, but without the allowance of forage, 
was afterwards extended to the subaltern officers, who after long and otherwise fatiguing 
marches, sometimes in presence of the enemy, had important duties to perform. 

2 M 2 
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inunicated to Lim, in wbich I have given him my opinion, and explained 
my determination not to stir a foot to save him from the consequences of 
his own imprudence, although I will make every effort to save Ciudad 
Rodrigo, if the enemy should attack that place. 

To Col. Pescocke. Batlajnz, 29tli Sept. 180D. 

I have reason to believe that several men belonging to regiments of 
this army are detained at Lisbon very improperly, and I wish that, with- 
out loss of time, you would have an inspection of all the soldiers at 
Lisbon, and that you would send to the army those coming under the 
following descriptions. 

1st All soldiers attending physicians, or surgeons of the hospital, as 
servants or b&tmen. 

2d. All recovered soldiers, excepting such as are absolutely necessary 
to attend the hospital as orderlies, after providing as many men of that 
description as can be got from among the convalescents not able to march, 
and other men who must from circumstances remain at Lisbon. 

It is to be observed that the men of one regiment must not be em- 
ployed as orderlies to men of other regiments in the hospital ; and if there 
should not be a suflScient number of men of any particular regiment to 
attend the sick belonging to it as orderlies in hospital, men must be sup- 
plied for that purpose by die troops in garrison, and not by convalescents 
or. recovered men belonging to other regiments with the army. 

3d. All servants and bfltmen belonging to officers at Lisbon, which 
officers did not bring their servants or bktmen with them by permission 
of the commanding officers of their regiments. 

4th. Soldiers serving as servants or b8.tmen with officers’ wives who 
have not the permission of the commanding officer to detain them. 

I beg that you will inform the Inspector of Hospitals at Lisbon that I 
do not propose to persist in the requisition to have the convent of St. 
Benito as an hospital ; and that I desire that he will fix upon any other 
building which it may be convenient to the Portuguese government to 
allow us to have. 

To Moi'qnis Wdlesley. Bailnjoz, 29lhSept. ISO!). 

I this day received a letter from Brig. Gen. Cox, at Almeida, stating 
that on the 23d inst. the Ouque del Parque, having had reason to be- 
lieve that the French intended to attack him at San Felices, where he 
had been since the 18th inst., had moved to Campillo and Ituero in the 
neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Baaojoz, 29tli Sept. 1809. 

The Duque del Parque having been appointed to command the corps 
lately under the orders of the Marques de la Roraana, which within these 
few days had arrived through Portugal in the neighbourhood of Almeida 
and Ciudad Rodrigo, immediately commenced offensive operations against 
the French troops in Old Castille, and on the 16th and I'lth had his ad- • 
vanced gnai*d at Villa Vieja in front of San Felices; and on the 18th 
collected his corps at that place. 
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It appears that the enemy advanced from Salamanca and reconnaitred 
the Duque’s position on the 18th, and there was some skirmishing between 
the light troops, and on the 19th the Dnque del Parque returned to San 
Felices, where he remained till the 23d ; on which day having heard that 
the enemy were in movement from Salamanca to attack him, the Duque 
retired to Campillo and Ituero in the neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
on the left of the Agueda. In the mean time the Duque has urged us to 
give him the assistance of Portuguese or English troops j but as I did not 
perceive any benefit likely to result from his desultory hut imprudent 
operations ; and as it was obvious tliat he was risking the loss of his army 
and of any troops that might be sent to his assistance, without having any 
object, as long as the others of the allied armies were necessarily obliged 
to remain upon the defensive, I communicated to him my determination 
to give him no support in the position which he had assumed, although I 
should make every effort to save Ciudad Rodrigo, if the enemy should 
manifest a design to attack that place. 

I cannot form an opinion whether the Duque del Parque’s corps is now 
in safety ; but I am convinced that if it should be lost, and if the fall of 
Ciudad Rodrigo should be the consequence, these unfortunate events must 
be attributed to the presumption and imprudence W'ith which the corps 
was risked, which, if it should be safe, must prevent the enemy from 
undertaking any thing against Ciudad Rodrigo, unless he should draw 
such a force from Estremadura as will allow me to cross the Tagus, with* 
out incurring the risk of losing great objects in this quarter during my 
absence. 

The dispatch from Marshal Beresford of the 26th inst., which I forward 
by this occasion, will show your Lordship how important it is that tlie Por- 
tuguese troops should be kept in tranquillity for some time. The same 
circumstances render it desirable that the Spanish troops should also he 
kept in tranquillity, if the officers would take the same advantage which 
Marshal Beresford is disposed to take of the enemy’s inactivity. 

The movements which I reported in my last which had been made by 
Marshal Soult were evidently defensive ; and I conclude that he could not 
believe that the Duque del Parque would risk his corps in Old Castille, 
excepting in concert and in expectation of co-operation with me. I judge 
from the movements of his troops, and the positions of his advanced 
guards, tliat Soult expected that I should endeavor to cross the Tagus 
above Alcantara ; and yet the first certain intelligence I received of the 
Duque del Parque’s position was on the 25th, after the enemy had recon- 
naitred his position at Tilla Yieja on the 18th. The other armies are 
nearly in the positions as reported in my last dispatch. 

It has been reported, I believe without foundation, that the enemy had 
collected a corps atTalavera about the 20th; hut as no movement has 
been made in that quarter, I conclude that if a corps was collected at 
Talavera, it was with the same defensive views with which I suppose Soult 
to have collected his corps at Flasencia. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiera. Badajoz, 1st Oct. 1809. 

I received yesterday at Elvas your letter of the 28th, and one to Lord 
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Wellesley, contamiug your dispatch of the 25th to Mr, Canning, which I 
forwarded by Mr. Geddes as soon as I had perused it. 

I can account for the arrangement of the Regency, as far as I am con- 
cerned, only by the desire manifested in the government of Brazil to 
weaken the British influence over the army in tliis country, by a division 
of the authority placed over it. However, the persons who formed this 
arrangement appear to me to be entirely ignorant of the national chai’acter 
of Englishmen j and particularly of the character of those who were the 
objects of this arrangement, in linking that by such means they would 
effect their views. 

1 cannot conceive what can have induced our government to recom- 
mend the Marquez das Minas and the Marquez Monteiro Mdr to the 
government of Brazil, particularly without your concurrence. I imagine 
they are both as inefficient as I should certainly be ; for I do not under- 
stand the internal politics of Portugal, nor do I see how I am to find time 
or opportunity to acquire a knowledge of them. 

I have received a letter from the Prince Regent, appointing me the 
Marshal General of his army, with all the power and privileges held by 
the Duque de Lafoes ; and 1 believe that is what I had before, and it was 
certainly as much as was necessary, or as I could manage ; and I do not see 
any reason for altering our arrangements and the practice under the old 
appointment, even though the new one may be different. 

To Hiuquia Wellealey. Badojo^ 1st Oct. 1809. 

I enclose a letter and some papers which 1 have received from Don A. 
de la Vera, which I request your Excellency to lay before the Spanish 
government. This gentleman was governor of Merida when the head 
quarters of the British army were at that place (to which situation he had 
been appointed by Gen. Cuesta), and I must add that he took more pains 
to supply the wants of the British army than any other officer in the 
Spanish service with whom I have yet raetj and I therefore wrote to him 
a letter from Merida, upon the movement of the troops, to acknowledge 
his exertions. 

The government have, however, since appointed another person to com- 
mand at Merida, from whom the same assistance has not been received, 
and by whom the same exertions have not been made, as 1 am informed 
by Gen, Fane, whose brigade of cavalry has continued there. 

To Marshal Beresford, Badajoz, 3d Oct. 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 29th Sept., regarding Brig. Gen. . 

1 do not know what you can do respecting him ; I conclude that he must 

G. O. Uadidoz, 1st Oct. ISOO. 

1. The Commander of the Forces observes that (he women of the regiments have come 
up from Lisbon along with the clothing, to the great inconvenience of the army, and to 
their own detriment ; and as they travel on the cars, they delay and render uncertain the 
arrival of the regimental clothing for the ttoa])8, and defeat all the arrangements fur bring- 
ing it up to the army. 

X The Commander of the Forces desires that Col. Feacocke will prevent the women 
from leaving Lisbon with the clothing and regimental baggage : and the officers and non- 
commissioned officers coming up from Lisbon in charge of clothing are desired to prevent 
the women from travelling ou the cars. 
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go } but you should make a strong representation on his conduct to the 

Horse Guards. In respect to Col. , I will state to you what I have 

done with ofiScers of the British army going home on their private affairs. 
I have invariably obliged them to declare what their business was, and 
have fixed the period of their return j and if they do not return in time, I 
propose to bring them to a Court Martial for being absent without leave. 

In respect to officers who are sick, their sickness is first certified by a 
surgeon, and the certificate is sent to head quarters ; a Medical Board is 
then ordered upon them, which board reports whether such officer is so ill 
as to require leave of absence, and whether it is necessary that he should 
quit Portugal. By these means I have detained many in the country, and 
1 shall have their services as soon os they are tired of Elvas, Caldas, &c. 

I think the French are as much disposed to remain in tranquillity as 
we are to allow them to remain so ; and I shall certainly go to Lisbon in 
a few days. 

Tu Lieut. Gen. Sir I. Sherbrooke, K.B. Badajoz, 5th Oct. 1809. 

I received last night a letter, of which I enclose a copy, containing the 
King’s commands to invest you with the Order of the Bath, which I shall 
carry into execution with great pleasure, either to-morrow or next day, if 
you will come over here. Let me know which day will be convenient to 
you, that I may make arrangements to do the business in a suital)le man- 
ner. Send me over the insignia and any papers you may have received 
with them. Bring with you the General officers and staff of your division, 
and the commanding officers of the battalions of Guards. 

I forwarded your letter to Capt. Boothby, and will do all in ray power 
to have him set at liberty j but the Spaniards are behaving so ill upon this, 
as well as other subjects, as I will explain to you when we meet, that I am 
not certain I shall be able to effect any thing. 

To Marshal Beiesfurd. Badajoz, 5tli Oct. 1809. 

I received last night your letter of the 2d, and I propose to set out for 
Lisbon on Sunday, being obliged to stay till that day, in order to invest 
Gen. Sherbrooke with the Order of the Bath oit Saturday. 

I have not heard from the Portuguese government respecting the 
changes in the government of Lisbon. As far as the military govern- 
ment is concerned, I do not think that the Prince’s letter has made any 
material alteration in the state of things ; and I need not assure you, that 
as far as that letter or any other orders may have increased my powers, 
they shall be uniformly exerted to forward your views for the amelio- 
ration of the Portuguese service. You must only inform me in what 
manner I can do so, and you will find me disposed to do every thing in 
my power. 

I regret the departure of Villiers much. My brother will do every 
thing in his power ; hut we shall miss Villiers often, and particularly in 
our moments of difficulty. As I go with my own horses, I shall not be 
at Lisbon till W ednesday. 
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To Moiguis Wellesley. Badajoz, 3th Oct. 1839. 

On the 3d Sept, last. Marshal Mortier sent in to the Spanish advanced 
posts, opposite Almaraz, Capt. V. de Thdvenon, aide do camp to Gen. 
Brayer, charged with letters to me, relating to the wounded officers and 
soldiers belonging to the British army left at Talavera de la Reyna. It 
was impossible for me to reply to these letters, as they related to a cariel 
for an exchange, upon which it was necessary that a reference should be 
made to the Spanish government, to which they have to this day given no 
answer ; and I had concluded that the French ofiScer who had brought the 
letters had been sent back, as is usual in such cases, &om the outposts. 

I was informed, however, on the 15th Sept., that he was at the Spanish 
headquarters, detained for an answer from me; and I immediately desired 
Col. Roche to inform Gen. Eguia that 1 was unable at that moment to 
return an answer to the proposition of the French Commander in Chief, 
and that I requested that Capt. Thdvenon might be allowed to depart 
forthwith. This request was made, but Capt. Thdvenon has been still 
detained; and I received yesterday a letter from Marshal Mortier, of 
which I enclose yoiu: Excellency a copy, in which he states that he has 
received information that Capt. Thdvenon has been removed to Seville ; 
and he complains, with reason in my opinion, of this gross violation of the 
laws and customs of war among civilized nations. 

In consequence of the receipt of this letter, I have again written to 
Gen. Bassecourt, by Capt. the Hon. A. Gordon, my aide de camp, to urge 
him to send back Capt. Thdvenon forthwilb, if he should be with the 
Spanish army j and if he should have been sent to Seville, I request your 
Excellency to claim him, as being evidently under my protection as tlie 
officer commanding the British army, and to remonstrate against the 
measures which have been adopted respecting this officer, by those acting 
under the authority of the Spanish government. 

The least of the evils which must result from them, if not now set 
right, must be to put an end to all communication between the command- 
ing officer of the French army and me, respecting the British officers and 
soldiers who are in their hands, every one of whom is wounded : and if 
the Spanish government will but consider the manner in which they 
received their wounds, the circumetances which have occasioned their 
captivity, the degree to which this misfortune may be aggravated, and the 
space of time during which it may be lengthened by this interruption to 
the communication between the Commanders in Chief of the French 
armies and me, they will be probably disposed to discountenance the 
measures which have been adopted by the Spanish Commander in Chief; 
and if Capt. Thevenon should have been sent to Seville, to order that he 
may be brought to me without loss of time. 

To Gen. Bassecourt. Cc 6 Octobre, 1300. 

La lettre que vous m’avez envoyde de la part de M. le MariSohal Mortier 
contenait la demande que M. le Capitaine Thdvenon, qui m’avait apportd 
uue lettre des avant-postes Franejais le 3 du mois de Septembre, soit 
renvoyd tout de suite, et M. le Mardchal fait des remontrances bien 
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fonddes siir sa detention et but son envoi a Seville, dont il a re^u des 
nouvelles. 

Je ne pens pas croire qu’il ait dtd envoyts &. Seville, surtoutquand 
j’avaia prie, par I’entremise du Colonel Roche le 16 Septemhre, qu’il filt 
renvoye tout de suite a I’armde Fran<jaise ; et je suis dtonnd qu’on I’ait 
detenu un moment apr&s que j’ai fait savoir, par le Colonel Roche, que 
j’enverrais la reponse k la lettre que le Capitaine Thdvenon m’avait 
apportee par les mains d’un officier Anglais. Je vous prie, Monsieur, 
de renvoyer le Capitaine Thdvenon avec le Capitaine Gordon, mon aide 
de camp, qui aura I’honneur de vous presenter cette lettre, s'il est toujours 
au quartier gtSne'ral de TarmtSe Espagnole ; et s’il n’y est pas, je vous prie 
de faire savoir au Capitaine Gordon oh il est, et pourquoi il est detenu, 
adn qu’il puisse faire cesser les inquidtudes de M. le Mardchal Mortier 
sur son compte. 

To Gen. Bossecoott. Ce 6 Ocfobre, 1809. 

La detention du Capitaine Thevenon, dont je vous dcria aujourd’hui, est 
vraiment une violation des lois de la guerre, qui peut avoir des suites 
tres inconvenantes ; et j’espere que vous le renverrez tout de suite ; ou 
s’il n’est pas avec vous, que vous me ferez savoir oh il est. 

Je serais bien aise d’avoir avec vous une communication cunstante, et 
je vous prie de me faire savoir dans quelle situation vous vous trouvez, 
quel nombre de troupes vous avez, et si je peur vous 6tre utile a quelque 
chose. Le Capitaine Gordon vous montrera les lettres dont il est chargd 
pour le MartSchal Mortier et le Capitaine Thevenon, et je vous envoie 
ci-incluse une oopie de cells que vous m’avez envoyde bier de la part du 
Martlchal Mortier. 

To Martchal Mortier, Due de Trevise, Ce 6 Octobre, 1S09. 

Je viens d’avoir I’honneur de recevoir la lettre que vous m'avez 
adressdc le 29 Septemhre, et je suis, je vous assure, bien surpris et ^che 
d’entendre que M, le Capitaine Thevenon ne soit pas retourmi a I’armile 
Ftanqaise. 

J’ai entendu, par hasard, le 16 du mois de Septemhre, qu’il attendait 
au quartier gdn^ral de I’armde Espagnole la rt-ponse d’une lettre qu’il 
m’avait apportee, que je croyais &tre de la part du Martlchal Due de 
Dalmatiej et je lui ai dcrit ce jour la une lettre dont je vous envoie 
ci-incluse la copie ; et par I’entiemise d’un officier Anglais, qui est 
auprts du Commandant en Chef de I’armee Espagnole, j’ai prid son Ex* 
cellence qu’il fit partir M. le Capitaine Thevenon tout de suite, et j’ai cru 
qu’il dtait parti jusqu’a ce que j’aie re^u rotre lettre du 29 Septemhre. 

J’ilcris aujourd’hui une lettre au Commandant en Chef de I’armde 
Espagnole, dont je vous envoie la copie, pour renouveler mes instances 
que M. le Capitaine Thevenon soit renvoyd avec mon aide de camp, le 
Capitaine Gordon, qui aura I’honneur de vous presenter cette lettre ; et 
j’ecrb encore une lettre au Capitaine Thtivenon, dont je vous envoie la 
copie. Je fais aussi des remontrances au gouvemement Espagnol sur sa 
diltention jusqu’a present en cas qu’il soit envoye k Seville, ce que je ne 
saurais croire ; et je vous assure, M. le Marechal, que je ne cesseiai mes 
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efforts pour le faire renvoyer, que lorsque je saurai qu’il est arrivtj a 
I’amuSe Franqaise. 

J’en-voie par le Capitaine Gordon quelques lettres pour les ofiEciers 
Anglais qui sont blesstis, et de I’argent, que je vous prie de leur faire 
remettre. 

To the Et. Hon. J. Villiets. Badajos, 0th Oot 1809. 

Although I think your successor is well chosen, I regret exceedingly 
that we are to lose your assistance at this moment, in which it may be 
most important to Portugal that we should have it. I conclude that you 
will not go till Henry shall arrive, and we shall have time to talk over 
and settle many matters. 

I propose to leave this for Lisbon on Sunday, and I shall arrive there 
on Tuesday, if you can send 2 or 3 carriages, or 5 or 6 horses, to meet me 
early on that day at PegSes. I also request you to let me know at Monte 
M6r o Novo on Monday, if possible, at what hour the tide will answer best, 
and at what hour 1 must be at Aldea Galega on Tuesday, in order to cross 
the Tagus to Lisbon, and I shall be obliged to you if you will order boats 
to Aldea Galega to take me over. 

I have looked over the estimate of the expenses of the British govern- 
ment in Portugal, which I think for the next 3 months will be about 
£205,000, including £50,000 for you ; you ought, therefore, to have one 
fourth of our receipts; and as we received in September £183, '128, 1 have 
ordered Mr. Murray to pay to Mr. Bell £45,932, which I beg you to desire 
him to receive for September. 

Stupidity must have been the cause of my misunderstanding you respect 
ing the increase of pay for the Portuguese officers. 

To MaiquU Wellesley. Badajoz, 6tb Oct. 1809. 

Since I addressed your Excellency yesterday, I have received through 
Ciudad Rodrigo a letter from Gen, Kellermann, in which he has requested 
that his aide de camp, M. de Turenne, who had been made prisoner by a 
Spanish patrole near Tordesillas, might be sent back to him in exchange 
for an English officer who has been allowed to return on his parole, and 
who will go back to the French army if the exchange should not be com- 
pleted. I learn from Ciudad Rodrigo, that M. de Turenne is on his road 
to tliis place, in order that the Central Junta may signify their pleasure 
respecting him, as the Duque del Farque did not consider himself autho- 
rised to consent to this proposed exchange. I shall be very much obliged 
to your Excellency, if you will request the consent of the government to 
place M. de Turenne at my disposal. I do not ask them to consent to the 
exchange of M. de Turenne for the British officer sent back by Gen. Kel- 
lermann, os I do not consider that officer of equal rank with the French 
officer ; but if the Spanish government should consent to place him at my 
disposal, I hope to ba able to liberate a British officer of equal rank, and 
thus to commence the work of setting free our prisoners. 

I cannot avoid taking the opportunity of drawing your Excellency’s 
attention to the inconvenience which is the result of the delay of govern- 
ment giving answers to these requests. A month has elapsed since a 
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proposition v?as laid before them to allow Gen. Francescbi, &c., to be 
exchanged for British oEScers. An answer in the negative would have 
been preferable to the delay in giving any answer, as upon that negative 
I might have founded a negotiation for a cartel of exchange on other 
grounds ; whereas, the delay in giving any answer has been, tliat the 
greater number of British ofScers taken in the hospital at Talavera, all 
tho-se the state of whose wounds permitted their removal, or who are ever 
likely to be able to render any service again, have been sent to France, 
and it is well known that they will not be set at liberty during the war. 

To the Rt Hon. G. Canning. ' Badajo^ 6lh Oct. 1S09. 

I received your letter of the 15th regarding the exchange of Major 
Fotheringham, and in case I should be able to settle a cartel, I shall not 
forget your wishes in favor of that officer. I had proposed a cartel to the 
French Commander in Chief, to which he agreed, and proposed that Gen. 
Franceschi, who was taken by, and is in the possession of, the Spaniards, 
should be included in it. This proposition did not appear to me to be 
unreasonable, considering the circumstances under which it happens that 
the French have any officers of ours in their hands ; and, indeed, if the 
French officers in the power of the Spaniards were not to be included in 
the cartel, we should have none to exchange for ours, as we gave up to 
the Spaniards, and sent to Seville, all the prisoners we took both previous 
to and during the battle of Talavera. I accordingly requested Lord Wel- 
lesley to ask the Spanish government to allow Gen. Franceschi to be ex- 
changed 5 but although more than a month has elapsed since this request 
was made to them, he had not been able to obtain an answer. The whole 
business is therefore at a stand ; and, in the mean time, our officers are 
being moved off to France. 

To tlie Mil. Sec. to the Conunandcr in Cliief. Badajoz, 0th Oct, 1800. 

In consequence of the uniform good conduct of the 45th regt. since 
they have been under ray command, I beg to recommend Lieut. Urquhart, 
the senior Lieut, of that regiment with this army, to the company in the 
47th regt., which the Commander in Chief has been pleased to appropriate 
for such Lieut, of this army as I should recommend. I beg also to recom- 
mend Ensign Ouseley, the senior Ensign, to be Lieut, vice Urquhart. 

To Vise. Castleieagh. Badajoz, 6tfa Oct. IS09, 

The French corps under Marshal Ney did not pursue the Spanish corps 
under the Duque del Parque in their movements related in my dispatch 
of the 29th Sept., but returned immediately towards Salamanca ; and the 
Duque remains encamped in the neighbourhood of Ciudad Bodrigo. 

Marshal Soult moved his corps on the 1st inst. from Plasencia towards 
Talavera, and I understand they have passed Nav^moral ; so that no attack 
can be intended in this quarter. 

The Spanish corps which lately marched from Estremadura under Gen. 
Eguia have arrived at La Mancha, and have joined the corps hitherto under 
the command of Gen. Venegas ; and the whole are now under the orders 
of Gen. Eguia, with their head quarters at Daymiel. This collection of 



640 


SPAIN. 


troops in La Mancha, combined probably with the distress for the want of 
provisions in Plasencia, may have occasioned Soult’s movement from that 
place. Gen. Bassecourt continues to command the Spanish corps in this 
province, and has his head q^uaiters at Deleytosa. 

To Vise. CajstlerBagb. Badajoz, 6th Oct. 1809. 

I have received your letters of the 9th and 12th by Lord FitzRoy So- 
merset, and I am very much obliged to you for the care you take of me, 
and for all your kindness. 

In answer to your letter of the 12th, I think I can already tell you that 
there is no occasion for taking further precautions for the safety of this 
army, at least till affairs shall be settled in Germany, and it shall be seen 
whether Buonaparte can turn his whole attention to the Peninsula, than to 
send to Lisbon that part of the coppered tonnage of the country which can 
be spared from service elsewhere. 

I think it desirable that that tonnage should be kept in the Tagus, if not 
inconvenient to the service, for these reasons: 1st; it gives confidence to 
our own officers and troops : 2dly ; whenever it does become necessary 
seriously to think of embarking, this country will not be alarmed by seeing 
the collection at Lisbon of a large fleet of transports. They will have 
become accustomed to the sight of the ships; the arrival of a few more 
will, if noticed at all, make no impression upon them, and flie operations 
of the native troops will be carried on, and the exertions of the people 
made, without the suspicion that we intend to leave them to their fate. 
I do not mean to say that we ought, in any case, to deceive them ; on the 
contrary, they ought to be distinctly apprised that the King would not risk 
the loss of his army by capture by the enemy, but that we should not quit 
them until the last moment ; and that the period would depend very much 
upon their own exertions. Still, however, the lower orders would suspect 
our intentions ; and the arrival of a large fleet of transports at the moment 
of danger and exertion would excite tlieir suspicions, and probably paralyse 
their exertions in their own defence. At the same time, all these reasons 
for keeping the coppered transports in the Tagus are worth nothing, if 
they are wanted elsewhere, or if any expense or inconvenience would be 
occasioned by the measure. 

I am going to Lisbon on Sunday, all being quiet; and I hope in a short 
time to be able to make a report on the defence of Portugal which will be 
satisfactory to government. 

To the Bev. W, Elliott. Badajoz, 6tli Oct. 1809. 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 24th Aug., -and I 
am much obliged to you for the satisfaction you express upon the success 
of the army at the battle of Talavera. 

I would, with great pleasure, forward your wishes in favor of your son, 
hut, as he is only a Lieutenant, it is impossible to employ him on the staff 
consistently with an obedience to the King’s regulations. I shall not 
forget your wishes, however, if he should become eligible, and on oppor- 
tunity of gratifying them should offer. 

Pray remember mo kindly to Mrs, Elliott, and all friends at Trim. 



SPAIN. 


6-n 


To Vise. Castleieagb. Badajoz, ?tli Oct. IS09. 

I have the honor to report to your Lordship that I have ordered the 2 
battalions of detachments to embark and to proceed to England as soon as 
transports shall be furnished for their reception, with the exception of the 
detachments belonging to regiments of which one battalion is serving in 
this country, which I have directed to join and to be incorporated in such 
battalion. 

To M. le Capitsine Therenon, A.D.G. Ce 8 Octobie, 1809. 

Je viens de recevoir une lettre du Marechal Mortier, Due de Trevise, 
par laquelle j’apprends que malgr^ les instances que j’avais faites au Com- 
mandant en Chef de Tarme'e d’Estremadure le 16 Septembre, quand je 
vous ai (icrit la demiere fois, vous ^tes toujours detenu aux postes Espag- 
nols j et m&me Monsieur le Marechal m’inforrae que Ton vous a envoye 
a Seville. Je ne sais pas pom-quoi on vous a detenu, et comme je ne crois 
pas qu’on vous ait envoye a, Seville, je vous dcris cette lettre pour vous 
faire savoir que j’ai renouveld mes instances aupres du Commandant en 


G, O. Bacliijoz, ~th Oct. IBOO. 

1. A Board of Claims is to be assembled at Campo blaior, consisting of * * * * *, 
for tbe consideratiou and decision of all claims of officers and soldiers of the army, for 
losses sustained up to the 1st Oct. 

The claims sent to the military secretary trill be referred to this board for their consi- 
deration and decision. 

2. The principles on which such claims are to be considered and decided are os follows : 
no claim for a loss can he allowed which has been occasioned by a disobedience of orders, 
or hy neglect or omission in the party claiming for the loss, or his servant or bht men. 

No claim can be allowed for a loss sustained by tbe ordinary occurrences of the service, 
such as deaths of horses or mules of fatigue, occasioned by the ordinary marehes of the 
army, the loss of accoutrements and necessaries in hospital, or by tbe breaking down of 
carts, fatigue of oxen, &c. &c. 

3. As the principle ou which the compensation for losses by the public is founded, is tliat 
the claimant may replace bis loss, and the public may not lose bis services ; claims for 
lasses oil behalf of officers or soldiers who ate dead cannot be admitted. 

4. As the officers of the army have been restricted in tbe amount of their baggage by 
diflhrent orders by the late and by the present Commander of the Forces, it would be 
inconsistent with every principle on which ccraiiensatiou for losses is granted, and with the 
practice of former boards of claims, if the full amount of the value of tbe whole of an 
officer's baggage (as allowed by His Majesty's regulations) was granted to replace the 
baggage oUow^ to be carried, or actually carried by any officer on tbe service, in Spain or 
Portugal. 

' S. The value of the whole and of the different proportions of officers’ baggage lost, is to 
be rated at two-thirds of the sum allowed by His Majesty's regulations. 

C. The claims for regimental baggage, accoutrements, and horse appointments lost, are 
likewise to be coiisideied as decided unou by the board upon tbe same principles. 

7. But it is to be observed that clothing, accoutiem'ents, and horse appointments lost, 
can be paid for according to the practice of the service, only when they shall be replaced 
by new, and then only tliree-fcurths of the price. 

8. The Commander of tbe Forces is concerned to he obliged to notice that, notwith- 
standing repeated orders upon the subject, and particularly tbe G. O. of the 4tb May, 
the officers of the army continue to give receipts for articles of jirovisions and forage, 
notwithstanding that other airangemeuts are made for their supply. 

9. Those officers marching up from Lisbon, in particular, either alone or with detach- 
ments, have taken up articles of provisions and forage upon their own receipts, contrary to 
the orders given them in their routes, and notwithstanding tliat there is a commissary at 
every stage, at which it is specified in their route that they are to receive the provisions and 
forage for themselves and then detachments. 

10. This repeated disobedience of all order defeats every arrangement which can be 
made for the tegular supply of the troops, and gives the Commander of the Forces the 
greatest concern. He is determined to carry into execution his order of the 4th May, and 

he 
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Chef de I’armde d’Estremadure, pour qn’il vous fasse partir tout de suite j 
et que j’envoie aujourd’hui au gouveniement Espaguol des remoutrances 
sur votre ddtention jusqu’a present. 

J’euvois cette lettre et le duplicat a celle que je vous ai dorite le 16 
Septem])i*e, par mon aide de camp, le Capitaine Gorfon, et je vous prie de 
me faire savoir s’il vous faut quelque chose, en quoi je puis vous fetre utile. 

Je vous previens que votre ami M. de Farincourt existe, et se porte bien. 
II est dans les mains de laSdgence de Portugal, et je suis hien assurd qu’il 
est bien traitd. Mais comme vous vous intdressez a son sort, je t&cherai de 
le faire renvoyer k I’armde Franqaise en dchange pour un officier Anglais 
ou Portugais, et en attendant je lui ferai donner de I’argent et tout ce qu’il 
lui faut. 

To J. Murray, Esq., Commissary General. Lisbon, 11th Oct. 1800. 

I observe that the regiments have seized upon the Seville carts, which 
they are using for private purposes, and in all probability we shall lose 


he gives notice that every officer who aluill make a requisition, and give a receipt fur any 
article of supply, will be called upon to aecouut for his having done so ; and if his act 
should have l^n in disobedience of orders, or unnecessary, such officer will have to pay for 
the supplies fur which he will have given a receipt. 

II. In case any officer or non-cominissionea officer should have occasion to make a 
requisition and sign a receipt fbr any article of supply delivered by any of the magistrates 
of the country, the requisition and receipt must be made out according to the following 
form, and can always be procured in print from any of the commissaries. 
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teorde at length f no eraeure or inter- 
lineation to be aliotoeil,') 


— lbs. of bread , 

— lbs. of meat 

— pints of wine ■ 

— lbs. of barley . 

— lbs. of Indian com 

— lbs. of straw . 

— lbs. of wood . 


In Figures. 


For which I have signed triplicate receipts. w # « # 
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their services from hard and bad usage. I have this day given an order 
upon the subject, which I hope will have the effect of putting a stop to 
this pernicious practice j and in the mean time I beg you to give orders 
to your commissaries to get possession of these carts, and not to allow 
them to be used excepting for public purposes. 

The carting business appears to go on with tolerable regularity upon 
the road, but you must take care to keep your commissaries at Estremoz, 
Monte Mdr o Novo, and Aldea Galega, supplied with money. I think it 
would be an improvement of our system, and indeed would be but fair 
towards the Estremoz cart owners, to hire cai'ts at Badajoz to relieve there 
those from Estremoz, and to carry to the regiments which are beyond 
Badajoz whatever might be brought up for them. 

To Lieut. Gen. Payne. Lisbon, lUU Oct. 1800. 

I arrived here yesterday, and I saw the 1st dragoons, in the streets, and 
I think that in my life I have never seen a finer regiment. They were 
very strong, the horses in very good condition, and the regiment appa- 
rently in high order. 

I met upon the road at Arrayolos a cart belonging to the Commissariat, 
one of those hired at Seville, and marked as belonging to the army, and 
drawn by 4 mules, and escorted by a dragoon, and upon inquiry from him 
I found that ‘ it was a cart belonging to the — light dragoons, which was 
drawing Major ’s baggage.’ 

1st, I do not know what business the *— light dragoons have with a 
cai't belonging to them, after the repeated orders which have been given 
upon the subject, and particularly with one of those Seville mule carts, 
which I had taken much pains to procure for the army, and am endeavor- 
ing to retain in our service. 

2dly, If a regiment has a cart, it must not be employed in carrying the 
baggage of an ofiScer, and particularly must not be sent 100 miles from 
the regiment in order to carry his baggage. Major must have 


6. O. Lisbon, lull Oct. 1809. 

1. The Commander of the Forces is apprehensive thathis orders, respecting the returning 
of carts in the possession of the regiments of the army, have not been understood, os they 
have luit been obeyed ; he now desires, that upon the receipt of this order, the officers com* 
maiiditig regiments will send to the commissary of die brigade or division, in which the 
regiment is placed, all carts in possession of the regiments to which native drivers ore attached. 

2. In future, if any regiment should retaiu a cart ot^er it shall have performed (he spe- 
cial service fur which it has been supplied to the regiment, the hire of such cart fur the 
number of days it will be so detained will be charged against the subsistence of the 
regiment* 

3. The officers commanding brigades will rqiort to the Q* M. G., on the 18th insb, 
whether this order has been obeyed. 

d. Tite carts with oxen or mules without native drivers ore to be retained in the service 
of the regiments which have them, and these regiments are to send to the Q. M. G. a 
monthly return of them on the Ut of every month. 

d. The officer commanding the cavalry will take care that each detached squadron of 
the cavalry receives and carries into execution this urdo’. 

6. The clothing and other regimental stores received bjr tlie different regiments of the 
axmy are to be delivered out to ffie soldiers as soon as |>ossible after they shall be received, 
as It will be impossible to provide carriages to remove them in case any movement should 
be made. 

7. The officers commanding brigades will report to the Q. M. G. that this order has 
been obeyed on the 5th day after each regiment shall have received clothing or stores. 
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known that he ought to provide means to carry his baggage himself, and not 
call upon his regiment to provide them for him, and send them to Lisbon. 

3dly, I am surprised that Major should have stayed so long from 

his regiment since his arrival in Portugal, and that he should only now 
have joined it. 

I wish yon to notice these circumstances to the — light dragoons. I 
shall publish an order, and give directions to the Commissary Gen. respect* 
ing carts. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Stierbioole, K.B. Lisbon, 11th Oct. 1809. 

I arrived here last night, and I understand that a packet is come in, and 
if the report of its arrival be correct, this shall go to you to-night, with the 
contents of the packet for the army. I have not yet heard any news. 

I send an order to be published relating to carts, which, notwithstanding 
all the orders upon the subject, the regiments still retain, much to the 
public inconvenience. 

From what I have seen on the road, I should hope that all the clothing 
is gone from hence, and will he with the regiments before the end of the 
week, and that the blankets will soon follow. I conclude that the rain of 
Monday morning will have induced you to put the troops in quarters. 


Memorandum. 

Aceordis; to (he ieilre ezmssed b;' Mr. VJllier^ 1 proceed to give my opinion on ilut 
points referred to in his dispatch to the Sec. of State, dated 2d Oct. ISOB. 

mil Oct. 1809. 

Mr. Villiers is certainly misinformed respecting the state of the British 
array, a knowledge of which can be acquired from the returns better than 
from any reports. 

The measure of drawing it towards the Portuguese frontier, and of dis- 
persing it in some degree, has answered completely in recruiting the 
strength of the cavalry and the artillery; and the reinforcements which 
have been sent of horses for the artillery, and the arrival of the 1st dra- 
goons, have rendered botli those branches equally efficient as when the 
army marched into Spain in June. 

Both officers and soldiers of the infantry have been sickly, as all persons 
are in these climates in the months of September and October, particularly 
an army which had previously suffered much from fatigue and privation. 
Many men have been and are still sick in some of the divisions ; in others 
the men are not extraordinarily unhealthy, adverting to the season ; and, 
upon the whole, the sick list, including wounded prisoners and others, does 
not exceed 1800 men out of 33,000. The infantry of the army are also 
stronger in numbers than when it entered Spain in June, from the arrival 
and junction of the reinforcements. 

Ihe omission, then, ‘to take any further advantage of the present 
moment,’ must not he attributed to * the loss, the fatigue, and the sickness 
of the troops,’’ but to the conviction of their General that die French were 
superior not only in discipline, efficiency, and composition, hut in num- 
bers for the field also, to the allies in the two Castilles and Estremadura. 
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The grounds of this conviction are explained in two dispatches to the 
Ambassador at Seville, dated the 24th Aug. and 1st Sept., and in a dispatch 
to the Sec. of State, of the 4th Sept., the whole of which have been seen 
by Mr. Villiers. 

The mode in which the enemy would bring this superiority of numbers 
to bear upon the operations of the allies is likewise detailed in those dis- 
patches ; and, till 1 shall see a great alteration for the better in the situa- 
tion of the allies, I must consider it certain that the result of any offensive 
operation on their part must be defeat of their plan, if not of one or more 
of their armies. 

I might refer to the same dispatches for an opinion regarding the effect 
which might be produced on the Peninsula by the introduction into opera- 
tion of a corps of 20,000 fresh British troops. But it will save time and 
trouble to refer to the dispatch from the Sec. of State to Lord IVellcsley, 
of the 12th Aug., in which it will be seen that it is positively stated that 
that number of men could not be spared from the service in Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

In respect to the army and armament of the people in Spain and Por- 
tugal, there is no man more aware than I am of the advantage to be derived 
from those measures, and if I had not reflected well upon the subject, my 
experience of the war in Portugal and in Spain (in Portugal, where the 
people are in some degree armed and arrayed, and in Spain, where they 
are not) would have shown me the advantage which an army has against 
the enemy when the people are armed and arrayed, and are on its side in 
the contest. But reflection, and, above all, experience, have shown me 
the exact extent of this advantage in a military point of view ; and I only 
beg that those who have to contend with the French will not be diverted 
from the business of raising, arming, equipping, and training regular 
bodies, by any notion that the people, when armed and arrayed, will be of, 
I will not say any, but of much, use to them. 

The subject is too large for discussion in a paper of this description, 
but I can show hundreds of instances to prove the truth of as many reasons 
why exertions of this description ought not to be relied on. At all events, 
no ofScer can calculate upon an operation to be }>erformed against the 
French by persons of this description ; and I believe that no officer will 
enter upon an operation against the French without calculating his means 
most anxiously. 

I rather believe Mr. Villiers is misinformed respecting the desertion of 
the German troops in the French service j they do desert, certainly, when 
Ihe British army is near tliem, and so do the French, hut not in the num- 
bers supposed. I believe, however, that they would desert in greater 
numbers if the Spanish peasants did not murder every thing in the shape 
of a French soldier found at any distance from the lines ; and Gen. Cuesta 
had already adopted measures to encourage desertion, by preventing these 
murders, by offering and giving a reward for every soldier belonging to 
the enemy brought in alive. At the same time I must add, that although 
tlie German troops, in particular, had a good opportunity of deserting 
when the British army was at Talavera, very few of them availed them- 
selves of it. 

VOI,. III. 2 N 
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With respect to the proposed increase to the armies of the allies, by 
raising independent legions, I most readily concur with such good autho- 
rity, in recommending the adoption of any measure by the allies which 
will have the effect of giving them an army in a short space of time. 
Before, however, the measures now in progress are abandoned, it would be 
desirable to consider well whether those recommended will he more effi- 
cient, and particularly to ascertain the difference between them. The 
measures now in progress consist in raising and training regiments of 
infantry, cavalry and artillery, upon the old and understood establishment 
of Spain and Portugal j those recommended are to raise legions. A legion 
is, 1 understand, a corps consisting of one, two, or more battalions of 
infantry, and a proportion of cavalry and artillery ; and these troops must 
be equally clothed, armed, organized, and trained with the others. 

I do not believe that any advantage will be gained by training the 
troops in a legion, instead of in a battalion or a brigade ; and I am afraid 
that some inconvenience and delay would be experienced in raising legions 
instead of battalions and regiments, at least in Portugal, as the conscrip- 
tion for the latter is perfectly understood by the provinces, and it must be 
taught them for the former. If it should be thought that the number and 
composition of troops in a legion are convenient for the service, although 
both numbers and composition are undefined and perfectly arbitrary, I 
have to observe, that the mode of raising and training men by battalions 
and regiments now in use, affords equal or even greater facilities for the 
employment of any numbers of any composition upon any service, as tliere 
is nothing to do hut to compose brigades and divisions of any numbers of 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery, tliat may be deemed expedient, and the 
object is attained. But the proposal to form legions, as contained in 
Mr. Villiers’s dispatch, does not apply solely to the mode of raising and 
training soldiers, or to the composition of bodies for service, but affects 
also tile employment of small bodies of troops rather than large bodies, 
against the enemy in the Peninsula. 

I entirely concur with Mr. Villiers tliat independent small bodies, ope- 
rating upon the enemy, may he extremely useful, when those operations 
are connected and carried on in concert with those of a large body of troops, 
which at the moment occupy the whole of the enemy’s attention and the 
operations of all his troops. But when, from circumstances, the enemy is 
relieved from the pressure of the operations of the larger body, and can 
turn his attention to those of the legion or smaller body, the smaller body 
must discontinue its operations, or be destroyed. I should therefore doubt 
the expediency of the adoption of a military system, which must he' 
attended with these effects. In Spain, and possibly in Portugal, officers 
might be found capable of commanding these small independent corps. 
In the Spanish service, in particular, there are officers very capable of 
commanding brigades, and divisions, and independent corps ; where the 
Spaniards fail is in the lower ranks of their officers, and in their soldiers ; 
hut if there were ten legions in the service of the allies, instead of one 
legion, they would not effect any one of the objects whidi Mr. Villiors 
proposes for their operations, unless they should join together under one 
head, and become an army, like any other of equal numbers ; or unless 
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their operations were carried on in concert with, and were protected by, 
those of a larger body, capable by its numbers, its composition, and its 
efficiency, of tidcing up the attention of the enemy. The partial warfare 
which is the object of Mr. Villiers’s dispatch to recomiuend, and of the 
system of raising legions to carry it into execution, cannot be carried on 
against the enemy in the position occupied by him to the end of September, 
without the certain loss of the corps employed in carrying it on, having 
previously failed in attaining any one object. 

With respect to tlie British army acting in separate corps for the same 
object, the commander of each being independent of the other, it is incon- 
sistent with the practice of all armies, and particularly the French army j 
and it is to he apprehended that, although tlie eniployment of 50,000 men, 
or even a smaller body, in two or more corps, might, under circumstances, 
be advisable, the distinctness and independence of commands must be pre- 
judicial to the service. 


To Brig. Gen. Slade. Lisbon, ISlIi Oct. IBHD. 

I have perused the proceedings of the General Court Martial, of which 

you are President, on the trial of Lieut. , of the — regt., for 

‘ most unofficerlike and ungentlemanlike conduct, in being concerned in 
an affray which took place in the city of Lisbon, on the night of the 3d of 
March last, 1809,’ of which crime the Court have honorably .acquitted 
him j and I request you to re-assemble the Geneiul Court lilartial, and to 
desire them to revise this sentence. 

It appears that the affray in which the Court have fomtd that Lieut. 

was concerned originated in a brothel, in which Lieut. was with 

other officers ; and although his conduct in the affray might have been 
distinguished by his activity to quell it, and merits the acquittal which 
the Court have sentenced, I should not do my duty by them or by His 
Majesty, who has intrusted me with the power of confirming their sentence, 
if I did not draw their attention to the use of the term honorably, which 
it contains. 

It is difficult and needless at present to define in what cases an honor- 
able acquittal by a Court Martial is peculiarly applicable ; but it must 
appear to all persons to he objectionable, in a case in whiuli any part of 
the transaction, which has been the subject of investigation before the 
Court Martial, is disgraceful to the character of the party under trial. A 
sentence of honorable acquittal by a Court Martial should be considered 
by the officers and soldiers of the army as a subject of exultation; but no 
man can exult in the termination of any transaction, a part of which lias 
been disgraceful to him ; and although such a transaction may he termi- 
nated by an honorable acquittal by a Court Martial, it cannot be mentioned 
to the party without offence, or without exciting feelings of disgust in 
others : these are not the feelings which ought to be excited by the recol- 
lection and mention of a sentence of honorable acquittal. 

I believe that there is no officer upon the General Court Martial who 
wishes to connect the term honor witli the act of going to a brotliel ; the 
common practice forbids it, and there is no man who unfortunately com- 
mits tliis act who does not endeavor to conceal it from the world and his 

2 N 2 
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friends. But the honorable acquittal of Lieut. ' , as recorded in this 

sentence, which states that he was concerned in an affray, which is known s 

to have originated in a brothel, will have the effect of connecting with the 
act of going to a brothel the honorable distinction which it is in the power i 

of a Court Martial to bestow on those brought before them on charges of i 

a very different nature, by the sentence which it may pass upon them. I [ 

therefore anxiously recommend to the General Court Martial to omit the | 

word homrab/y in their sentence. ] 

\ 

To Lieut, Gien. Sir J. Sherbrooke, K.6. Lisbon, 13th Oct. 1809, | 

The packet arrived only this morning, and I now send the letters for 
the army hy a messenger. There does not appear to be any news, but a i 

change of the ministry is probable. ; 

I shall mention what you wish in my dispatch to the Sec. of State. You 
liave done quite right, and what I expected about the troops, I send to 
the Adj. Gen. some orders. Courts Martial, &c., and answers upon the j 

applications for leave. I am very anxious to throw as many impediments ; 

in the way of people leaving the army as is possible, and therefore I have 
ordered the certificates, medical hoards, &c. &c. ; but if you know any body 
who really requires change of air, do not hesitate about letting him go. i 

I intended that Pakenham should command Campbell’s brigade during ! 

his absence, till Cole should arrive j he now wishes for another arrange- | 

ment, however, about which I write to him. I intended that Kemmis ! 

should remain at Badajoz with the 27th and the 40th, and Pakenham 
would, as senior ofllcer, have been in command of Olivenqa as well as of 
Campbell’s brigade. 

To Lieut. Gen. Payne. Lisbon, 13th Oct. 1809. 

I have received orders to draft the horses of the 23d dragoons into the 
other regiments, and send the men home; which measure 1 propose to 
carry into execution as soon as I shall join the army. I beg you to turn 
your mind to the arrangements to be adopted in order to carry this mea- 
sure into execution. Tliat wliich I tliink of is, to bring the whole of the 
23d to Villa Viqosa, there to divide and allot the horses to the different > 

regiments, and let the regiments have at Villa Viejosa a certain number of ; 

dismounted men to take charge of the horses they shall receive. ] 

I conclude that we must transfer with the horses some of the appoint- 
ments belonging to the 20th dragoons. Let me have all this arrangement 
cut and dried by the time I shall return. Could you not contrive to give 
some of the horses of the 23d to the heavy cavalry ? I enclose a bit of a 
letter of the 23d from Lady Liverpool. 

To the Rb Hon. J. Villlen. Lisbon, 13th Oct. 1809. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th ; 
and 08 1 am convinced of the necessity of having an additional piece of 
ground at Lisbon for the burial of the dead, 1 will give directions tliat the 
expense of the ground you mention may be paid, till I shall hear from 
your'Excellency that other arrangements have been made for paying for it. 
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To Dom Miguel Forjoz. Lisbon, 15th Oct. 1S09. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 12th inst., convey- 
ing to me, hy desire of the Regents of the Kingdom, the copy of a memo- 
rial from Don Evaristo Perez de Castro, on the part of the Spanish 
government, in which he desires the co-operation of the Portuguese corps 
on the frontiers of Castille, with the .Spanish corps under the command of 
the Duque del Parque. 

From the numbers and position of the enemy in Castille and Estrema- 
dura, and from the superior discipline, composition, and efficiency of their 
troops, compared with those of Spain, I have long been of opinion that the 
operations of the war must necessarily he defensive on the part of the 
allies; and that Portugal at least, if not Spain, ought to endeavor to avail 
herself of the period during which the enemy was likely to leave this 
country in tranquillity to organise, discipline, and equip her army. These 
objects, which arc most essential, cannot be accomplislied unless the troops 
are kept for some time longer in a state of tranquillity ; and I conceive 
they are much more important to the cause, not only of Portugal, but of 
the allies, than success in any desultory expedition against the French 
corps stationed at Salamanca. 

But success against this corps would not bo certain, even if the Portu- 
guese troops were to co-operate in the expedition ; and, at all events, if 
the troops of the allies should be succe.=sfttl, their success must he con- 
fined to the few days which might elapse before the French corps w'ould 
be reinforced; when the allied troops must retire, having failed in their 
object, having incurred some loss of men, and, above all, having lost time 
which may and ought to be usefully employed in equipping, and in the for- 
mation of the troops. On these grounds I do not recommend to the govern- 
ment of the Kingdom to give the assistance required on the present occasion. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Lisbon, ISib Oct. 1S09. 

I apprised your Excellency in my letter of the 5th that I had sent my 
aide de camp, Capt. A. Gordon, to Gen. Bassecourt to urge him to send 
hack forthwith to the French head quarters Capt. Thtivenon, the officer 
respecting whom I wrote to you on tlie 5th, and I now have the honor to 
enclose the answer to my request which I have received from Gen, Basse- 
court, and Capt. Gordon’s report of his mission. 

After the request which I made to the Spanish government through 
your Excellency, 1 acknowledge that the refusal to consent to my request, 
coming from the Minister of the War department, surprised me, as I 
imagined that I had some claims to the favorable consideration of any 
request of mine to the Spanish government. But when d consider that 
this officer came into the Spanish lines under my protection, to bring me 
a letter on a subject equally interesting to the Spanish government as to 
myself, and as I have a right to claim him, unless it should be established 
as a principle that tl>e commanding officer of the British forces is not to 
hold any communication with the French Commander in Chief, relating 
to the officers and soldiers who are prisoners of war, I am still more asto- 
nished that the refusal to allow this officer to depart, upon my request, 
should have proceeded from the government. 
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The pretences for detaining him, as stated in Gen. Bassecourt’s letter, 
are as idle as the detention of him is improper and ungracious towards 
me personally. It is said that he crossed the river by swimming ; upon 
which I have to observe that it was probable he could not cross the river 
in any other manner opposite the Spanish posts. He was sent with a 
letter to me by his commanding officer ; and the Spanish troops being on 
one side of the river, and the French on the other, he could deliver the 
letter only by crossing the river, and it is probable at that place he was 
obliged to swim. But if his passage was irregular, he might have been 
sent back, and might have been ordered to bring his letter to the place 
at which the Spanish Commander in Chief chose to receive it ; or if 
there had been any thing irregular in his condnct, it might and ought to 
have been mentioned when he first arrived at the Spanish head quarters. 
But not a word is said against the mode in which this officer entered the 
Spanish lines, nor is any complaint made of his conduct in answer to two 
different requests made by me that he should be sent back to the French 
head quarters ; and these objections to his return are discovered at Seville 
by the Minister in the War department, 6 weeks after this officer had 
arrived, and had been detained in the Spanish lines. 

The other objection to his return is fliat, during his residence at the 
Spanish head quarters, he may have acquired a knowledge of the positions 
of the Spanish army, and that it was therefore imprudent to allow him to 
return to his own army. This objection is equally futile with the other, 
for in point of fact this gentleman has been in confinement ever since his 
arrival at the Spanish head quarters, and can have obtained no knowledge 
of any thing of importance. But it is a curious circumstance that the 
arrival of the French officer at the Spanish head quarters, which is to be 
attributed to the ignorance of duty in the officer at the Spanish outposts j 
and his detention there, which is to be attributed to the injustice of the 
Spanish Commander in Chief, and of the Spanish government, should now 
be stated as reasons for a further detention, for continued injustice and 
violation of the laws and customs of war, and for a continuation of an 
indignity upon the commanding officer of the British forces in Spain. 

The objection to the knowledge acquired by this officer of the nature 
of the positions of the Spanish army is futile in another point of view, 
and cannot apply to his being delivered over to me. Reasons might exist 
why he should not be sent back by the way he came, or even by the way 
of Arzobispo ; but none can exist for refusing to deliver him to me, and 
to allow me to send him to the French lines by some other road, 

I beg to draw your Excellency’s attention to this subject, which is of 
importance, not only because the conduct of the Spanish government 
upon this occasion may put an end to all communication between tlie 
French officers and me, regarding the British officers who are prisoners 
of war ; and may be the cause of their detention in captivity throughout 
the war between Great Britain and France, unalleviated by any commu- 
nication with their friends, or by tlie receipt of money or odier assistance 
or comforts, but on account of the principles which tliis conduct would 
establish, and the temper which it shows now exists in the Spanish 
councils. 
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I believe that when the armies of two powers are acting in concert, it 
has never been understood that the Commander in Chief of the one could 
prevent the correspondence of the Commander in Chief of the other with 
the enemy, upon subjects not only not inconsistent with the objects of 
their co-operation, hut upon one equally interesting to botli parties. 

In respect to the subject of this correspondence, I have to inform 
your Excellency that no suspicion could liave been entertained, as I de- 
sired the Spanish Commander in Chief to open and read all the letters 
which passed through his posts, whether sealed or otherwise. If this 
principle is to be adopted ; if barbarities sucli as are committed by both 
sides, in the warfare between the Spanish and French nations, are to be 
extended to the British troops ; and if our prisoners are to be treated in 
the manner in which it appears from Capt. Gordon’s letter that the French 
prisoners in the hands of the Spaniards are to he treated, it will become 
still more diillcult than it is for a British army to give any assistance to 
the cause of Spain. 

The temper which the refusal to liberate this officer has manifested 
may be perhaps only personal towards me, although I hud hoped that I 
had established some claim for consideration by the Spanish government. 
At all events, I cannot believe that the government is favorably inclined 
to the British army in thus throwing impediments in the way of the re- 
lease of wounded officers and soldiers from captivity, who were woutaded 
in the service of Spain, and who were made prisoners only in consequence 
of a movement made by the Spanish array. 

I entreat your Excellency to make a representation on this subject to 
the Spanish goverament; and if it should not he successful,'' 1 shall be 
under the necessity of making a report upon it to the Sec. of State, to be 
laid before the King. 

P.S. I beg to call your Excellency’s attention to Capt. Gordon’s report 
of the Spanish army, which was stated to your Excellency to consist of 
12,000 men. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sit J. Sheibiooke, K.B. Lisbon, 16th OoL 1809. 

As I am sending a dispatch to Lord TVell&sley on the extraordinary 
conduct of tlie Spanish government in respect to Capt Thevenon, I avail 


G, O. BailiOoz, teth Out. 1809. 

The Commaniler of the Forces camiot avoid to draw the atterilion of the array in parti- 
cular to the circumstances of Capt. 's case, and to urge them to avoid misfortunes 

similar to those he has met with, by avoiding the places in which they originate. The 

Commander of the Forces will not aggravate the distress which Capt. must feel, by 

entering into further particulars ; hut in pursuance of the sentence of the_ General Court 
Martial, he hereby reprimands him for his conduct, at Lisbon, on the night of the 3d 
March, 1809. 

G. o. Badajoz, 17th Oct 1809. 

8. , having been tried by a General Court Martial, is to lie released from his 

close arrest, but is to continue at Lisbon in arrest at large till further orders, and in to 
show himself daily at the Town Major's office. 

The Commander of the Forces is always concerned when he is obliged to place an officer 
in close arrest; hut if officers break their arrest and conceal themsdves, and quit the situa- 
tion jiointcd out for their residence, they must expect that the Commander of the Farces 
will use the power which he bos to compel them to conduct themselves as British officers 
ought. 
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myself of the opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 13th. I shall write to England respecting Capt. Christie’s exchange, 
but I must have the original cartel given to him by the French officer. 
I hope to be at Badajoz next Sunday, as I intend to leave this on Friday. 

To J. Altirray, Esq., Commissaiy General. Lisbon, 16tk Oct. 1800. 

I return you the papers you had left me. The whole of the demands 
of which they are the vouchers ought to be paid j those which I have 
approved of ought to be charged to the public, and a list should be made 
of those of which I have not approved, and the individuals whose names 
appear to the vouchers ought to be called upon to account for having 
signed these receipts; and it ought particularly to be inquired into, 
whether they could have received the articles from the Commissariat or 
any officer belonging to it ; or whether, under the orders in their route, 
their provisions for that day were not already supplied. I think it pro- 
bable that the result will be that the whole ought to be charged to the 
public ; but in the mean time the inquiry will prevent further irregu- 
larities. I observe that many of these irregular receipts are signed by 
Commissaries, and others in the Commissariat department ; and I beg that 
you will let these gentlemen know that if they should give receipts irre- 
gularly drawn, or improperly signed, in future, the articles shall be paid 
for, but the amount shall be charged to their private account. 

The objection I have to allowing payments to be made to others, ex- 
cepting to the parties who supplied the articles for which payment is 
required, is, that it is probable that the vouchers have been sold ; and the 
consequence of this system must be to raise the price of all articles upon 
the public. I am therefore very aveme to encourage the practice of the 
purchase and sale of vouchers for the supply of articles for the British 
array, although I am well aware of the convenience tliat would result as 
well to the parties as to tlie service, if the agents and assignees of the 
parties could be paid for the supplies at Lisbon, instead of on the spot 
where the supplies are furnished. I am however disposed to adopt your 
recommendation, and will authorise the payment for supplies to the 
assignees of the party who has furnished them, in every case in which it 
shall appear to you that the transaction is a fair one, and that the assignee 
is tlie real agent of the party claiming the debt, and not the purchaser of 
a voucher or vouchers at a low price, from the person who furnished the 
supplies. 

There is one mode in which you will be able to form a judgment upon 
this subject, and that is, by the party having only a few or many debts 
assigned to him : if only one or a few, it is probable that he may be a 
real agent ; if many debts, he is certainly a purchaser of vouchers. 

To Lieut, Geu, Sit J. Sheikiooke, K.B. Lisbon, lOtti Oct. 1809. 

I received yesterday your letters of the 10th, 15th, and IGtli, Mr. 

has not behaved very well to you, for he should have told you that I had 
already refused him leave to establish himself, or to go to Lisbon. How- 
ever, you did quite right in allowing him to go. 

The regiments have all of them required so many carts to carry clothing 
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and baggage, much of which I am persuaded they cannot want, and I 
shall he obliged to carry back again to Lisbon, that the country cannot 
produce carts suCScient to carry up other articles wanted by the army. 
They will go, however, in time ; and I give orders that the medicines, at 
all events, shall be sent up to the army forthwith. These medical gentle- 
men should, however, give us some more notice, and not come and report 
that their medicines are expended, the first time they notice the proba- 
bility of a want. 

Desire Mr. Hancock to state what induced him to separate from the 
sick to go to Lisbon. I send answers upon the different points referred 
to in yours of the 15th, to the Adj. Gen. 

I dread a removal of the sick to Lisbon : the last cost us many men, 
and they must go on bullock carts : the next will cost us more in conse- 
quence of bad weather. 

Desire Col. de Lancey * to take a ride over to Estremoz, and see whe- 
ther he could find accommodation for any at that place or Evora. If he 
cannot, we must send them to Lisbon, but we had better wait till the ten 
days’ rain shall be over. 

To J. Murray, Eaq., Commissary General, Lisbon, 19th Oct. 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 15th inst. The carts which will be 
hired to attend upon the array ought not to he employed on the road of 
communication between Lisbon and Badajoz, but should do the business 
with the army itself, the means adopted for the communication with Lis- 
bon being very likely to answer perfectly. 

I think there are objections to Mr. Ogilvie’s arrangement. The differ- 
ence of rates for working days and halting days, and for carts with and 
without rations, opens the door for disputes, which must protract the set- 
tlements of accounts, and in the end the public will pay the highest rate. 
It would he much better at once to give rations, and to fix a price, whe- 
ther they work or not, and pay that price once a week. I am concerned 
to observe from Mr. Ogilvie’s letters that his operations are cramped; 
nay, that the price of articles is increased from his want of money. 

In respect to the supplies at Portalegre, you must expect that the 
General oflScers will interfere with your magazines and arrangements 
until your officers are so diligent and expert in the performance of their 
duty, as to make it certain that the troops and horses shall get their food 
regularly, if it is to he got in the country. If the General officers (Gen. 
Payne particularly) had not exerted themselves, in the late campaigns in 
Spain and Portugal, the troops and horses must have died of want ; and 
I doubt not that ascertained want at Villa Vi^osa, or apprehension of 
want, is the cause of Gen. Payne’s order upon Portalegre. You will 
recollect that your contractor drew all the supplies from Villa Vi^osa for 
the troops, &c. at Elvas. 

I enclose a letter which has been put into my bands by Mr. Villiers, 
and I request you to adopt immediate measures for the settlement of this 
account, and the payment of the debt to the Junta de Viveres. I beg 
you also to desire Mr. Dunmore to take up from the Portuguese govern- 

* Assist. Q. M. Gen. He was mortally wounded at Waterloo. 
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ment bills given to them by Mr. Erskine for £15,000, according to the 
directions I before gave you upon that subject. 

To Pom Miguel Foijaz. Lisbon, I9th Out. 1809. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 17th inst., in which 
you enclose, by desire of the governors of the Kingdom, a letter from 
Don E. Perez de Castro, Chargd d’AiFaires of Spain. 

The object of this note is to obtain from their Excellencies, on the 
part of his Royal Highness, a positive and definite answer, at what time 
the troops of Portugal shall co-operate with those of Spain, within the 
Spanish territory, against the common enemy in the Peninsula; and the 
governors of the Kingdom have been pleased to desire to have my opinion 
before they order that an answer should be sent to this note. 

In the letter which I had the honor of addressing your Excellency on 
the 15th inst., I informed you of the circumstances which render it un- 
advisable, in my opinion, to enter upon any operation with the Portuguese 
troops at present; and it would be difficult for me, or for any person, to 
point out the precise period at which an alteration of those circumstances 
will take place. 

Besides this alteration of circumstances, as referrible to the state of the 
Portuguese troops, and to the state and position of the enemy’s troops in 
Castille and Bstremadura, I have to observe that it is desirable tliat other 
objects should be accomplished, and other arrangements made, before the 
Portuguese troops can enter with propriety upon operations in Spain, 

1st, It is desirable that it should bave an army with which it can co- 
operate, on some defined plan of operations, which all parties will have 
means, and will engage to carry into execution, as far at least as any per- 
son can engage to carry into execution any particular military operation. 

2dly, It is desirable, nay, it is necessary, that some means should be 
pointed out, and fixed, by which the Portuguese troops are to be subsisted 
while they shall remain in Spain, so that they may not starve, as they did 
when they were in that country lately, and may not be obliged by want 
of food to retire. 

When decided answers shall be given upon these points, I have no 
doubt that I shall be enabled to tell their Excellencies the governors of 
the Kingdom tliat they have an army in a state to be sent into Spain. 

To Lienf. V. do Fotincourt, Ce 20 Octobie, 1800. 

Je vous envoie une lettre de la part de votre ami le Capitaine Thdve- 
non, ii qui j’avais donne connaissance de votre sort, qiioique vous ne soyez 
pas sous ma charge. Je vous envoie aussi 40 piastres pour lesquels je 
vous prie de ra’envoyer votre reiju, et je vous prdviens que le gouveme- 
ment Portugais m’a fait la grfice de consentir ii la priere que je lui ai 
faite de vous laisser retourner k I’armde Fraiujaisc en dchange pour un 
officier Anglais qui a dte renvoyd par le Gdndral Kellerraann, Comme 
il n’est pas possible que vous passiez ou par le Portugal ou par I’Espagne 
sans escorts, le Mardchal Beresford vous prdviendra quand I’escorte sera 
prfete, et vous donnera la lettre que je lui ai envoyde pour le Gdndral 
Kellermann et votre cartel d’dchange. 
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Au Gen. Kellennann. Cc 20 Octobre, 1809. 

J’ai re9u les deus lettres que vous m’avez fait I’honneur de m’ecrire, 
et je suia liien sensible aux bontes quc vous avez eues pour les officiers 
Anglais qui ont passd par votre quartier general. Je suis f^che que vous 
croyez avoir a vous plaindre de quelques uns d’entre eux ; mais si vous 
examinez I’action qu’ils ont commise, vous verrez qu’ils n’ont pas tant tort 
que vous I’imaginez. 

Les oiBciers Anglais qui ont donne leur parole, et qui jouissent en con- 
sequence d’un peu de liberte et de I’aisance que les lois et coutumes de la 
guerre donnaient autrefois aux prisonniers de guerre, ne violeront jamais 

6. O, Badajoz, SOth Oct. IS09. 

1. Cumplaints having hccti made of the irregobtrity and difticiilties which exist in 
quartoriiig (iflicers in Lishon, owing to the disobedience of the G» O. of the late Coiimiander 
of tlie Forces, of the I4tli March last, these Orders are again published, and the attention 
of the officers of the army is again called to them* 

2. Officers now quartered in Lisbon are forthwith to return to the A. Q. M. G., at Lisbon, 
their iiuinGs, stating where they ore quartered ; and the A. Q. M. G. will make out a 
general list of the officers and their quarters, and will deliver it to (he Superintendent of 
tlie {Mdice. 

3. Officers who will omit to give their names and places of abode to the A. Q. M. G., 
according tu this order, will be considered os baviog quilted the house in which tliey were 
billeted, others will he billeted on the house, and the officer, who will he guilty of this 
omission, will be oblig&l to hire a lodging. 

4. Ill future all officers moving from one place to another, In Portugal or Spain, are to 
have a route from the Q. M. G.'s department, which is to specify where the officer is to halt 
each day. 

^ 6. The officers of (be Q. >1. department, u'bo will grant these Tontes upon ar^lica- 
tion for them, will keep copies of them $ and the officers, who will receive them, will send 
them to the Q. M. G. on their arrival at their destination. 

6. Officers applying for a route to quit Lisbon are to return their billets to the A. Q. 
M. G., who will forthwith send them to the Superinteudezit of the police. 

^G. O. Lisbon, UtbAfazch, 1809. 

* Representations having been made to the Commander of the Forces on the subject of the 
iuconvenience sustained, both by the iiibabituuts and officers of the army, from want of 
better arraiigcnients regarding billets, his Excellency finds it necessary to establish the 
following regulations : 

* 1. All Geuerid officers and heads of departments will apply, and receive their billets, 
from the D« Q. M. G. 

* 2. AU other officers are to receive their hilleta from the Town Major. 

* 3. No officer quitting Lisbon is to retain his quarters, but he must give back his billet 
to the department from which he lias received it, whether the D. Q. M. G. or Town Major. 

^ 4. No officer is on any account to select any |Artlcalar house, nor to choose his own 
quaiters ; all that they can expect is, that each shall be piovided with a quarter suitable to 
bis rank. 

* d. Colonels will be entitled to four rooms, Field officers three, Captains two, Subalceriis 
one room for each. Stuff officers will have quarters allotted them according to their com- 
parative rank they hold in tlieir several departments, civil or military. 

* G. No officer, under the rank of a General officer, is to require more fiian two servants* 
beds at the most. 

* 7. No officer is on any account to deliyffi' over bis billet to another. 

< 8. No billet is to be exchanged for any officer of any rank, without previous application 
to the D« Q. M. G. If the officer applying be under the rank of a General officer, he is to 
apply through the Town Major, who will presently explain to the 0- Q. M. G. the cause 
of the application. 

*■ D. No officer whatever has any pretetisions to look for or require any thing more than 
his lodgings, where he is billeted. 

‘ 10. The Town Major, in applying to the Inteudant General for billets, is to specify the 
several ranks for which they are required ; and if they are tor Staff officers, be will indicate 
the comparative rank held by them. 

* All officers whatever who have got into houses without regular billets, are to send 
in their names to the D. Q. M. G., that billets may bo cither made out for the preseut 
quarters they now occuxiy, or other qiiartei's allotted to them.* 




6S6 


PORTUGAL. 


la parole qii’ils ont donnee j et je puis vous assurer que s’il y en avait un 
dans le cas d’avoir commis cette action, je le renverrais tout de suite a 
I’ennemi, s’il osait m’approcher. Mais ceux que vous gardez prisonniers 
sous les gardes, qui n’ont auoune perspective qu’une longue captivitd, 
sVchapperoiit quand ils pourront, malgrd que vous les traitiez avec des 
dgards. Soyez sur, M. le General, qu’il vaudrait bien mieux leur donner 
la parole h tous, et que I’honneur d’un ofBcier Anglais vaut bien mieux 
que tous les gardes et sentinelles au monde. 

Votre aide de camp, M. de Turenne, est prisonnier du Commandant en 
Chef de I’armee Espagnole en Castille, et il a dtd envoyd a Seville. II a 
passd avant que je n’aie su qu’il dtait prisonnier; mais j’ai eu de ses nou- 
velles, et il se porte bien. J’ai fait la demande au gouvernement Espagnol 
de me faire la grdce de consentir a son retour h I’armee Fran^aise, en 
dchange pour le Lieut Cameron, mais je n’ai pas encore re^u de rdponse. 
Vous pouvez fetre sur que je ferai tout en mon pouvoir pour vous rendre 
le Lieut, de Turenne, et que si je n’ai pas de succ&s dans cet objet-la, je 
tdcherai au moins d’adoucir son sort. £n attendant que je reqoive la rd- 
ponse du gouvernement Espagnol, je renvoie le Lieut. Louis Vdron de 
Farincourt en echange pour le Lieut Cameron, et je renverrai le Lieut, 
de Turenne en dchange pour quelqu’autre, aussitdt que j’aurai la rdponse 
du gouvernement Espagnol. 


Cartel of exchange. 

Head quartets of the British army, 20th Oct. IS09. 

Cartel of exchange between Lieut. Cameron of the 79th regt., taken by 
the French army at Talavera, (and sent in to the British army, on a cartel 
of exchange with Lieut, de Turenne, aide de camp to Gen. Kellermann,) 
and Lieut. L. Vdron de Farincourt of the 2d light infantry of the French 
army, taken by the Portuguese army at Chaves, and now in confinement 
at Lisbon. 

The above mentioned exchange with Lieut, de Twenne not taking effect, 
Lieut. Cameron of the 79th is exchanged for Lieut. L, V. de Farincourt. 
In consequence thereof, Lieut. Louis V. de Farincourt is authorised to 
join the French army ; and all officers commanding English, Portuguese, 
and Spanish troops, are requested to allow him to pass to the French army 
without molestation. 

Lieut. V. de Farincourt will show this cartel of exchange to the Com- 
mander in Chief of the French army. 

Memoiandum for Lieut. Col. Fletcher, commanding Royal Engineers.” 

Lielion, 20th Oct. IS09. 

In the existing relative state of the Allied and French armies in the 
Pcuinsula, it does not appear probable that the enemy have it in their 
power to make an attack upon Portugal. They must wait for their rein- 

” ‘ The plan was altered after this memorandum was written, ns it was found that the 
plain of Costanhrirn could not be occupied with adTOntage; the right was therefore tlirowu 
back on Alhandra. But this memorandam is the foundation on which the whole work was 
commenced and completed. It was written after a detailed reconnaissance of the ground, 
and a peisoiial visit to every part of it.' 
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forcements ; and as the arrival of these may be expected, it remains to be 
considered what plan of defence shall be adopted for this country. 

The great object in Portugal is the possession of Lisbon and the Tagus, 
and all our measures must be directed to this object. There is another 
also connected with that first object, to which we must likewise attend, 
viz. ; the embarkation of the British troops in case of reverse. 

In whatever season the enemy may enter Portugal, he will probably 
make his attack by two distinct lines, the one north, the other south of the 
Tagus ; and the system of defence to be adopted must be founded upon 
this general basis. 

In the winter season the river Tagus will be full, and will be a barrier 
to the enemy’s enterprises with his left attack, not very difficult to be 
secured. In the summer season, however, the Tagus being fordable in 
many places between Abrantes and Salvaterra, and even lower than Sal- 
VBterra, care must be talren that the enemy does not, by his attack 
directed from the south of the Tagus, and by the passage of that river, 
cut off from Lisbon the British army engaged in operations to the north- 
ward of the Tagus. 

The object of the allies should he to oblige the enemy as much as pos- 
sible to make his attack with concentrated corps. They should stand in 
every position which the country could afford, such a length of time as 
would enable the people of the country to evacuate the towns and villages, 
carrying with them or destroying all articles of provisions and carriages, 
not necessary for the allied army ; each corps taking care to preserve its 
communication with the others, and its relative distance from the point of 
junction. 

In whatever season the enemy’s attack may be made, the whole allied 
army, after providing for the garrisons of Elvas, Almeida, Abrantes, and 
Valen^a, should be divided into three corps, to be posted as follows : one 
corps to be in Beira; another in Alentejoj and the third, consisting of the 
Lusitanian legion, 8 battalions of ca^adores, and 2 of militia, in the moun- 
tains of Gastello Branco.. 

In the winter, the corps in Beira should consist of two thirds of tlie 
whole numbers of the operating ai'my. In the summer, the corps in 
Beira and Alentejo should be nearly of equal numbers. 

I shall point out in another memorandum the plan of operations to be 
adopted by the corps north and south of the Tagus in the winter months. 

In the summer, it is probable, as I have above stated, that the enemy 
will make his attack in two principal corps, and that he will also push one 
through the mountains of Gastello Branco and Abrantes. His object will 
be, by means of his corps south of the Tagus, to turn the positions which 
might be taken up in his front on the north of that river; to cut off from 
Lisbon the corps opposed to him ; and to destroy it by an attack in front 
and rear at the same time. This can be avoided only by the retreat of the 
right centre, and left of the allies, and their junction at a point at which, 
from the state of the river, they cannot he turned by the passage of the 
Tagus by the enemy’s left. 

The first point of defence which presents itself below that at which the 
Tagus ceases to be fordable is the river of Gostanheira, and here the army 
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should be posted as follows : — 10,000 men, including all the cavalry, in 
the plain between the Tagus and tlie hills ; 5000 infantry on the left of 
the plain j and the remainder of the army, with the exception of the 
following detachments, on the height in front, and on the right of 
Gadafoes. 

In order to prevent the enemy from turaing, by their left, the positions 
which the allies may take up for the defence of the high road to Lisbon 
by the Tagus, Torres Vedras should be occupied by a corps of 5000 men ; 
the height in the rear of Sobral de Monte Agra^o by 4000 men ; and 
Arruda by 2000 men. 

There ^ould be a small corps on the height east by south of the height 
of Sobral, to prevent the enemy from marching from Sobral to Arruda ; 
and there should be another small corps on the height of Ajuda, between 
Sobral and Buccllas. 

In case the enemy should succeed in forcing the corps at Torres Vedras, 
or Sobral de Monte Agra^o, or Arruda j if the first, it must fall hack gra- 
dually to Caheqa de Montachique, occupying every defensible point on 
the road ; if the second, it must fall hack upon Bucellas, destroying the 
road after the height of Ajuda; if the third, it must fall back upon 
Alhandra, disputing the road particularly at a point one league in front 
of tliat town. 

In case any one of these three positions should be forced, the army 
must fail hack from its position as before pointed out, and must occupy 
one as follows : 

5000 men, principally light infantry, on the hill behind Alhandra ; the 
main body of the army on the Serra de Serves, with its right on that part 
of the Serra which is near the Cazal de Portella, and is immediately above 
the road which crosses the Serra from Bucellas to Alverca ; and its left 
extending to the pass of Bucellas. The entrance of the pass of Bucellas 
to be occupied by the troops retired from Sobral de Monte Agrago, &c., 
and Cabe^a de Montachique by the corps retired from Torres Vedras. 

In order to strengthen these several positions, it is necessary that dif- 
ferent works should be constructed immediately, and tliat arrangements 
and preparations should he made for the construction of others. 

Accordingly, I beg Col. Fletcher, as soon as possible, to review these 
several positions, 

1st. He will examine particularly the effect of damming up the mouth 
of the Castanheira river ; how far it will render that river a barrier, and 
to what extent it will fill. 

2d. He will calculate the labor required for that work, and the time it 
will take, as well as the means of destroying the bridge over the river, 
and of constructing such redoubts as might be necessaiy on the plain, 
and on the hill on the left of the road, effectually to defend the plain. 
He will state particularly what means should be prepared for these works. 
He will also consider of the means and time required, and the effect which 
might be produced by sloping the banks of the river. 

3d. He will make the same calculations for the works to he executed 
on the hill in front, and on the right of Gadafoes, particularly on the left 
of that hill, to dmt the entiy of the valley of Gadafoes. 
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4th. He mil examine and report upon the means of making a good 
road of communication from the plain across the hills into the valley of 
Cadafoes, and to the left of the proposed position, and calculate the time 
and labor it will take. 

5th. He will examine the road from Otta by Abregada, Labrugeira to 
Merciana, and thence to Torres Vedrasj and also from Merciana to Sobral 
de Alonte Agraqo. He will also examine and report upon the road from 
Alemquer to Sobral de Monte Agra^o. 

6th, He will entrench a post at Torres Vcdras for 5000 men. He will 
examine the road from Torres Vedras to Cabeija de Montachique ; and fix 
upon the spots, which to break up, might stop or delay the enemy ; and 
if there should be advantageous ground at such spots, he will entrench 
a position for 400 men to cover the retreat of the corps from Torres 
Vedras. 

7th. He will examine the position at Cabeca de Montachique, and 
determine upon its line of defence, and upon the works to be constructed 
for its defence, by a corps of 5000 men ; of which he will estimate the 
time and the labor. 

8th. He will entrench a position for 4000 men on the two heights which 
command the road fi-om Sobral de Monte Agra^ to Bucellas. 

9th. He will entrench a position for 400 men on the height of Ajuda, 
between Sobral and Bucellas, to cover the retreat of the corps from Sobral 
to Bucellas ; and he will calculate the means and the time it will take to 
destroy the road at that spot. 

10th. He will construct a redoubt for 200 men and 3 guns at the wind- 
mill on the height of Sobral de Monte Agra^o, which guns will bear- upon 
the road from Sobral to Arruda. 

1 1th. He will ascertain the points at which, and tlie means by which, 
the road from Sobral to Arruda can be destroyed. 

12th. He will ascertain the labor and time required to entrench a posi- 
tion which he will fix upon for 2000 men to defend the road coming out 
of Arruda towards Villa Franca and Alhandra, and he will fix upon the 
spot at which the road from Arruda to Alhandra can be destroyed with 
advantage. 

13th. He will construct a redoubt on the hill which commands the road 
from Arruda, about one league in front of Alhandra. 

14th. He will examine the cestuaries at Alhandra, and see whether, by 
damming them up at the mouths, he could increase the. difficulties of a 
passage by that place j and he will ascertain the time and labor and means 
which this work will require. 

15th. He will fix upon the spots, and ascertain the time and labor re- 
quired to construct redf ubts upon the hill of Alhandra on the right, to 
prevent the passage of the enemy by the high road ; and on the left, and 
in the rear, to prevent by tlieir fire the occupation of the mountains 
towards Alverca. 

16th, He will determine upon the works to be constructed on the right 
of the position upon the Serra de Serves, as above pointed out, to prevent 
the enemy from forcing that point ^ and he will calculate the means and 
the time required to execute them. He will likewise examine the pass of 
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Bucellas, and fix upon tdie works to be constructed for its defence, and 
calculate tbe means, time, and labor required for the execution. 

I'/th. He will calculate the means, time, and labor required to construct 
a work upon the hill upon which tlie windmill stands, at the southern 
entrance at the pass of Bucellas. 

18th. He will fix upon spots on which signal posts can he erected 
upon diese hills, to communicate from one part of the position to the 
other. 

19th. It is very desirable that we should have an accurate plan of the 
ground. 

20th. Examine the island in the river opposite to Alhandra, and fix 
upon the spot, and calculate the means and time required to construct 
batteries upon it to play upon the approach to Alhandra. 

2 1st. Examine the effect of damming up the river which runs by 
Loures, and calculate the time and means required to break up the bridge 
at Loures. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Lisbon, 20th Oct. 1S09. 

I enclose a letter from Marshal Berosford, dated the 11th inst., contain- 
ing an application from Lieut. Col. Cox, who is acting as a Brigadier 
General in the Portuguese service, to be permitted by His Majasty to 
accept the commission of Brigadier General in Spain, to which the Central 
Junta have promoted him from that of Colonel, which he had before 
accepted by His Majesty’s permission, and I request your Lordship to 
recommend the application of Brig. Gen. Cox to His Majesty’s ap- 
probation. 

I likewise enclose a letter, of the 11th inst., from Marshal Beresford, 
relative to the wish felt by many British ofiicers, who have been appointed 
to serve with the Portuguese army, to return to England to join their 
regiments, the gratification of which wish has hitherto been resisted here 
on the ground that the officers having voluntarily accepted employment 
in a service on which they were consequently ordered by His Majesty, 
they could not be permitted to relinquish it witliout His Majesty’s orders. 

If this principle should be approved of, there will still remain for con- 
sideration the case of Lieut. Col. Macdonell of the 78th,* and other officers 
promoted in His Majesty’s service, after they had received orders to serve 
and had arrived in Portugal. His Majesty might have thought it fit' to 
allow Major Macdonell to serve in Portugal, but when that officer is pro- 
moted to be a Lieut. Colonel, and the command of a British regiment 
would probably devolve upon him, it might be inconvenient to His Ma- 
jesty’s service to allow him to remain in Portugal. I therefore request to 
be made acquainted with the wishes of His Majesty’s government upon 
cases of this description. 

I likewise enclose a letter from Marshal Beresford, of the 19th inst., 

relative to Brig. Gen. and Col. , who have absented themselves 

from the Portuguese service without leave, and who, it appears, cannot be 
punished for this misconduct, as they are not in His Majesty’s service. 

I beg leave to recommend that, in future, persons of ffiis description 
* Lieut Gen. Sir James Macdonell, E.C.B. 
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may not be sent to serve in Portugal, for reasons referrible to tlie sensa- 
tions which the employment of them creates in the Portuguese service ; 
as well as because no means exist of punishing the military disorders and 
irregularities of which they may he guilty, of the kind committed by 

Brig. Gen. and Col. . In respect to these gentlemen, I should 

also beg leave to suggest, that they may not in future be employed in 
Bngland in the capacity of Inspecting Field officers, &c. 

To Vise. Costlercagh. Lishon, 20lh Oct. IS09. 

I enclose a letter from Marshal Bere.sford, of the 16th inst., in which 
he desires that Capt. Trant, who is acting as a Colonel in the service of 
Portugal, may not lose his situation on the permanent Staff of the Q. M. G. 
while so employed. If Capt. Trant should be obliged to make the option, 
whether he would return to hi.s duty at the Horse Guards or remain in 
Portugal, he must choose the former, and this country will lose the ser- 
vices of an officer who has made himself most useful, and who may here- 
after be most usefully employed here. 

I hope, therefore, that this consideration, as well as the recollection of 
the engagement held out to officers to induce them to serve in Portugal, 
that their situation in the service of His Majesty should not be altered for 
the worse, will induce your Lord.ship to urge the Commander in Chief to 
allow Capt. Trant to retain his appointment in the Q. M. G.’s department. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Lisljiiii, 20lli Oct. 1809. 

I enclose a letter from Marshal Beresford, relative to the want of 
clothing and accoutrements by the Portuguese troops, which I beg leave 
to urge may he sent out without loss of time. 

I also beg leave to recommend to His Majesty’s government the adop- 
tion of the measures proposed by Marshal Beresford, to apprise the 
officers in this country to what extent and to what periods their requisi- 
tions will be complied with. It would also be advisable that the articles 
provided in England for the use of the Portuguese army should be sub- 
mitted to the inspection of a hoard of officers previously to their being 
sent from England. 

To Vise. Castlercagli. Lisbon, 22d Oct. 1809. 

I came here a few days ago, in order to be better enabled to form a 
judgment on the points referred to in your Lordship’s dispatch of the 
I4th Sept., upon which I hope to be able to make a report in the course 
of a few days. 

.Since I addressed your Lordship on the 6th inst., I have received ac- 
counts that the enemy have collected a corps upon the Tagus, near Toledo, 
supposed to consist of 30,000 men, wi& which they have invaded La 
Mancha, 

Gen. Eguia, who commanded the Spanish troops in that quarter, con- 
sisting of his own corps, which had been in Estremadura, and that of 
Gen. Venegas, retired to La Serena, where he was on the 16th inst., and 
the enemy had not manifested any intention of attacking him, 

Soult’s corps was, by the last accounts, at Oropesa and Ai'zobispo, and 
Mortier’s at Talavera ; and I conclude that the movement of the whole 
VOL. in. 2 o 
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to their left has heen occasioned by the invasion of La Mancha. Ney’s 
corps is still at Salamanca, and the Duque del Parque is near Ciudad 
Rodrigo. He has lately been reinforced by about 800 cavalry, which 
had been detached from the army of Estremadura, and by the corps of 
IBnllesteros,^ which had been in the Asturias, and consisting of about 7000 
men. This corps attacked Zamora on its march southward, but was re- 
pulsed, and its march was then directed through Portugal. 

I imagine that the late invasion of La Mancha by the French has been 
occasioned solely by their desire to prevent the Spanish army under Gen. 
Eguia from enjoying the resources of that province. 

To Lieut, Gen, Sir J. Sheibrooke, K.B. loebon, 2Stb Oct, 1809. 

I returned here yesterday, and this morning received yours of the 23d. 
My horses are gone upon the road, and I shall certainly set out on Friday 
morning, and shall be at Badajoz on .Sunday, 

You may depend upon my doing every thing in my power for Capt. 
Boothby ; but having no prisoners in our own bands, and not being able 
to proyail upon the Spanish government even to give an answer relative 
to the different propositions made by the French generals for cartels of 
exchange, I have it not in my power to do much. I think, however, that 
I may flow be able to do something, as the Portuguese government have 
given me the disposal of all the prisoners in their possession, respecting 
whom I shall write to Soult as soon as I reach Badajoz. Release Lieut. 
. I send an order to that gentleman. 

To Hanbal Beresfoid. Lisbon, 25th Oct. 1809. 

The Portuguese government having placed at my disposal the French 
prisoners now in confinement in the castle of Lisbon, I request that you 
will he so kind as to convey the enclosed letter and sum of money to 
Lieut. V. de Farincourt. I beg you also to send him under an escort to 
Almeida as soon as may be convenient to you, with the enclosed cartel of 
exchange, and the letter to Gen. Kellermann; and desire Brig. Gen. Cox 
to forward him likewise under an escort to the head quarters of the Duque 
del Parque, and to request the Duque to have him sent to the first French 
post with Iris letter, and his cartel of exchange. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Lisbon, 2Stb Oct. 1809. 

I have not been able to quit this place yet; but propose to set out on 
Friday, and I shall he at Badajoz on Sunday. It will afterwards take a 
day or two to post my horses on the road towards Seville, and I shall not 
be able most probably to set out for that place till Tuesday or Wed- 
nesday. I suspect that, in this case, I shall be too late to see you ; but 
if you should have been delayed at Seville so long, and if you will write 
me a line to Badajoz, which I shall receive on Sunday, I shall be happy 
to go to you. I shall expect to find the carriage at Fuente de Cantos. 
I have heen prevented from answering your last dispatches by the 
business which I have had here. 

* Tills name so iviltten in MS., and as it was generally written and printed at tbo time, 
altlumgh in his letters to Lord Wellington this officer signs ‘ Vallesteros.’ B and V in 
many Spanish words ore indiscriminately written, and the diShrence in pronunciation is 
not to be disdnguisbed. 
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To Marshal Beresford. . Lislioii, 36 th Oct, 1809, 

Col. Fletcher writes to have a corps of militia consisting of 600 men at 
Torres Vedras, a corps consisting of 500 men at Sobral, and a corps con- 
sisting of 800 men at St. Julian, in order to furnish working parties to 
complete the works at these places respectively, and I shall be obliged to 
you if you will give orders accordingly. 

Tu Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Lisbon, 36th Oct. 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose an extract of a letter which I have received 
from the Sec. of State, relative to the defence of this country, in the 
event of the enemy’s armies in Spain being reinforced to such a degree 
as to render the possession of Portugal doubtful. 

In case the enemy should make a serious attack upon Portugal, his 
object, as well as tliat of the allies, would be the possession of the city 
of Lisbon. The British army would necessarily have another object, viz., 
a secure embarkation, after the possession of the city of Lisbon should be 
evidently lost. 

The line of frontier of Portugal is so long in proportion to the extent 
and means of the country, and the Tagus and tiie mountains separate the 
parts of it so effectually from each other, and it is so open in many parts, 
that it would be impossible for an army, acting upon the defensive, to 
carry on its operations upon the frontier without being cut off from the 
capital. The scene of the operations of the army would therefore most 
probably be considerably within the frontier, whether their attack be 
made in winter or in summer ; but if it should be made in summer, when 
the Tagus is fordable in many places, at least as low down os Salvaterra, 
the scene of the operations of the army would necessarily be lower down 
thaTi that point. It is probable, also, Umt in the event of the enemy being 
enabled to invade this country in force, he will make his principal attack 
by the right of the Tagus ; but he will employ one corps upon the left 
of that river, with the immediate object of embarrassing, if not of pre- 
venting, the embarkation of the British army, and of precluding the use 
of its navigation by the allies, I should wish, then, to be assisted with 
your opinion respecting the possibility of embarking the array in its 
transports, and bringing them away from the following places, in the 
event of a defeat by the enemy in the field which should oblige the Bri- 
tish army to evacuate the country, and which of course supposes that they 
would be pressed by the enemy. 

1st, Peniche. I conceive that I should be able to hold this place during 
any length of time that might be necessary for an embarkation; but, 
from what I have above stated, you will observe tliat in the event of the 
attack being made between the months of June and November, when the 
Tagus is fordable, the operations of the army would be carried on in a 
part of tbe country which would be cut oflF from Peniche, and the retreat 
to that place would be impracticable. 

2dly, Paqo d’Arcos on the Tagus. I could not pretend to hold the 
high ground which commands Paco d’Arcos without occupying it with at 
least 20,000 men, wluch, in the circumstances stated, would possibly be 
the total amount to be embarked. 
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3dly, The two bays to the eastward* of St. Julian. I could hold St. 
Julian and the Bugio for at least 8 days, and could cover an embarkation 
to be made in these bays, particularly in that immediately under St. Ju- 
lian, and protect the passage of the fleet out of the river. In deciding 
upon all projects of embarkation in the Tagus, I beg of you to advert to 
the probability that the enemy, if in sufficient force, may and will occupy 
the ground on the left of tlie river from Almada to Trafaria; and that 
you will consider how far it will be practicable, if it should bo necessary 
under these circumstances, to remain in the Tagus with the fleet of 
transports. 

4thly, Setuval. I could hold the ground which would cover the em- 
barkation and protect the passage of the fleet out of Setuval for 8 days : 
but it must be observed respecting this place of embarkation, that an 
enemy’s corps on the left of the Tagus mignt, if in sufficient strength, 
render it impracticable to reach it with a beaten army. It is also to be 
observed, that if the array, after its defeat, should be able to embark in 
boats arid cross the Tagus, to go to Setuval, it might equally embark in 
boats to go to the transports in the Tagus, and a long and fatiguing march 
would be avoided. 

To Col. Peacoclie. Lisbon, 2Gtb Oct. 1809. 

I am concerned to bo obliged to inform you, that it has been mentioned 
to me that the British officers who are in Lisbon are in the habit of going 
to the theatres, where some of them conduct themselves in a very im- 
proper manner, much to the annoyance of tlie public, and to the injury 
of the proprietors and of the performers. I cannot conceive for what 
reason llie officers of the British array should conduct themselves at Lis- 
bon in a manner which would not be permitted in their own country, is 
contrary to rule and custom in this country, and is permitted in none 
where there is any regulation or decency of behaviour. The officers 
commanding regiments, and the superior officers, must take measures to 
prevent a repetition of the conduct adverted to, and of the consequent 
complaints which I have received ; or I must take measures which shall 
effectually prevent the character of the army and of the British nation 
from suffering by the misconduct of a few. 

The officers of the army can have nothing to do behind the scenes, and 
it is very improper that they should appear upon the stage during the 
performance. They must be aware tlwt the English public would not 
hear either the one or the other, and I see no reason why the Portuguese 
public should be worse treated. I have been concerned to see officers in 
uniform, with their hats on, upon the stage during tlie performance, and 
to hear of the riots and outrages which some of them have committed 
behind the scenes j and I can only repeat, that if this conduct should be 
continued. I shall be under the necessity of adopting measures to prevent 
it, for the credit of the army and of the country. 

1 beg you to communicate this letter to the commanding officers of the 
regiments in the garrison of Lisbon, and to the commanding officer of 
the detachments of convalescents, and desire them to communicate its 
contents to the officers under their command respectively. 
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Indeed, officers who are absent from their duty on account of sickncis 
might as well not go to the playhouse, or at all events upon the stage, 
and behind the scenes. I beg you also to take such measures as may 
appear to you to be necessary to prevent a repetition of this conduct. 

Ti) Lieut. Col. Toirens, Mil. Sec. to the Cummander in Chief. Lisbon, 2Clli Oct. 1809. 

Lieut. Col. "Waters is proceeding to England by my leave, with Major 
Gen. C. Stewart, who is going for the recovery of his health ; and I can- 
not allow him to depart without adopting this mode of recommending 
him, in the strongest manner, to the Commander in Chief. Although 
attached to the Portuguese army, he has made himself e.xtremely useful 
to the British army, hy his knowledge of the languages of Spain and 
Portugal, by his intelligence and his activity. 1 have employed him in 
several important affairs, which he has always transacted in a manner 
satisfactory to me ; and his knowledge of the language and customs of the 
country has induced me to send him generally with the patroles employed 
to ascertain the positions of the enemy, in which services he has acquitted 
himself most ably. 

It would be most desirable to have Col. Waters exchanged from the 
Portuguese service to the line, and to send hirii out here again on the 
establishment of the A. G. or Q. M. G., as the regulations do not allow 
of his being promoted. 

J have come down here to arrange our future operations in Portugal, 
and I shall return to the army to-morrow. 

Tu Cul. Roclie. Ksiremoz, 28th OcL 1809. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letters of the 21st and 22d 
inst., which I received this morning. I am now on my road from Lisbon 
to Badajoz, where I shall arrive to-morrow. The head quiu-ters of the 
army are still there, and the array in, and in the neighbourhood of, that 
town. 

I beg that you will tell Gen. Areyzaga that I congratulate him upon 
the prospect of his appointment to the command of the army of La 
Mancha j and that nothing will give me greater pleasure than to commu- 
nicate with him, in the most unreserved manner, upon ail points relating 
to the service. All that I can promise him is, my real opinion on all 
points on which he may require it ; and I shall be most happy if I can be 
of any use to him. 

I do not think the French are now strong enough to make a serious 
attempt upon the Sierra Morena, particularly if the Spanish army is as 
strong as you suppose it is. If the French do make such an attempt, I 
trust the Spaniards in La Mancha will follow the example of those in 
Castille, and will maintain their position, and drive back the enemy. 
That is the mode of warfai'e for w'hich they are best suited, and which I 
trust they will at last adopt. Large masses, in strong positions, which 
will give them an opportunity of acquiring a system of discipline, at the 
same time that the French can do them no harm, and will he exposed 
themselves to the attacks of the Spanish detachments, and of the guer- 
rillas, which, under the protection of these mij|ses, and while the enemy’s 
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attention would be taken up by them, might operate on their flanks and 
rear ; this is the system which I have always recommended, for which the 
country and people are pai'ticularly well calculated. Small detachments, 
operating alone, will not answer. It is a mistake to suppose that the 
French were beat out of Galicia by a force of this description : in fact, 
they beat themselves out of Galicia. 

1st, Soult invaded Portugal, where he lost the greatest part, and 
destroyed the efficiency of tlie remainder of his army ; nearly about the 
same time Ney invaded Asturias with a great part of his army. The 
absence of these troops enabled the English navy and the Spaniards to form 
an establishment at Vigo, from which Noy was unable to dislodge them 
when he returned from Asturias ; then he could not keep his army toge- 
ther without getting it ro-equipped, and giving it some repose, and for 
these purposes he marched into Castille ; and Eomana’s army having come 
out of the Asturias, and being reinforced by the troops collected at Vigo, 
and the insurrection being general, Ney was obliged to evacuate Galicia. 
That is the history of these operations. But if it were true that a partisan 
war, as it is called, bad obliged the French to evacuate Galicia, it happens 
that Galicia is a country peculiarly favorable for the operations of that 
description of war, and others in Spain are not. But, as I have above 
shown you, the evacuation of Galicia was occasioned by remote events, 
with which the partisan war in that country hod no connexion ; and was 
occasioned immediately by tlio collection in that country of a mass of 
troops superior in numbers to the French remaining in the province, 
under the protection of which the partisan war may have been carried on 
to advantage. 

I take the trouble of setting you right upon this point, because I must 
do yon the justice to say that your opinions and reports, upon 'all points 
relating to the Spanish armies, have been much more correct than any 
others that I have seen or heard, most particularly those which you gave 
me before I joined Gen. Cuesta’s array in July last; and 1 should he sorry 
that you were misled upon a point of this description. 

I write to Gen. O’Donoju by this occasion. I should he very glad if 
he would come to me, if circumstances should enable me again to enter 
Spain, particularly in co-operation with any Spanish corps ; but, till that 
shall happen, 1 think he will do better to remain with the army, or at 
Seville. 

In respect to your money affairs, I wish that you would send me an order 
upon the Treasury, drawn in favor of J. Murray, Esq., Commissary Gen., 
for any sum that you may require, which shall be left for you at the 
British Ambassador’s at Seville. As you have the power of drawing upon 
the Treasury, it is more regular that you should receive your money upon 
your drafts, than that your name should appear in my contingent hill. 

P.S. I observe, in one of your letters to Lord Wellesley, a complaint of 
Gen. Eguia, of my having sent. Col. Golhorne * to Gen. Venegas. The 
answer is short and easy. When Col. Colbome went to Gen. Venegas, 
that General was in command of the army of La Mancha. It was never 
intended to send him to an officer when not in command of an army. He 
* Gen. Iiotd Seaton, G.C.B. 
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arrived at Gen. Venegas’ head quarters before the army of Estremadura 
joined ; and when that army joined, there was an end of his commission. 

To Lord Burghersb. Estremoz, 2Sth Oct. 1800. 

I received this day your letter of the ISfli inst., from Granada, and that 
in which you enclosed the paper to which you had referred in the former, 
and I am very much obliged to you for the interesting information which 
those letters contain. 

It is obvious that the longer and the more intimately we become 
acquainted with the affairs of Spain, the less prospect do they Iiold out of 
any thing like a glorious result. The great extent of the country, the 
natural difficulties which it op])Osea to an enemy, and the enmity of the 
people towards the French, may spin out the war into length, and at last 
the French may find it impossible to establish a government in the 
country ; but there is no prospect of a glorious termination to the contest. 

I have been at Lisbon to settle some business there, and am now on my 
return to Badajoz, where I shall arrive to-morrow- My head quarters 
have been there since the beginning of September, and there they are 
likely to remain. 

The French army in Estremadura and Castille is too strong for us to 
hope to make any impression upon it by any offensive operation, and we 
have only to wait till our allies shall be sufficiently strong and efficient to 
attack the enemy, or till the enemy shall attack them. There is a corps 
of 30,000 men now in La IMancha, which has forced Eguia’s and Venegas’ 
armies to retire to La Carolina. Soult and Mortier are at Talavera and at 
Oropesa, and Ney at Salamanca. The coiqis of the latter was defeated a 
few days ago by the Duque del Parque, in an attack which they made 
upon him in the position of Tamames, near Ciudad Rodrigo. The Spa- " 
niards took one piece of cannon, and killed and wounded some men, and 
drove off the French. 

I understand that Franceschi is confined in the Alhambra at Granada. 

I wish that you would try to see him, and tell him that I am endot voiing 
to prevail upon die Spanish government to consent to his e.xcliange ; but 
hitherto I have had no success. Give him, however, any money he may 
want, and let me know what you give him. 

To Sliijor Gen. O’Donoju. Badajoz, 30th Oct. 1809, 

I received the letters which you were so kind as to write to me some 
time ago, and I should have answered them before now, if 1 had had an 
opportunity of writing to you : but our communication with your part of 
the world is very difficult, and opportunities for it occur but seldom, or I 
should long ago have thanked you for your kindness. 

Col. Roche has communicated to me a very flattering wish which you 
have expressed to join my head quarters ; and I assure you that I am fully 
aware of the benefit which I should derive from your assistance, and of the 
value of the sentiments towards me which have induced you to express 
that wish. 

Under existing circumstances, however, I conceive that it would be 
more advantageous for you not to come neai' me ; hut if cu'cumstances 
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should ever enable me again to co-operate with a Spanish army, I shall 
hope for your assistance, and I shall call for it without any furtlier cere- 
mony. 

It will give me great pleasure to hear from you sometimes ; and I will 
let you know what passes in the quarter in which I may be, whenever an 
opportunity may offer. 

To Marijiiis Wellesley. Badajoz, 30th Oct. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s dispatch (marked I) 
of the nth inst., containing a copy of your note to Don M. de Garay, of 
the 8th Sept., and a copy of his note in answer to your Excellency of the 
3d Oct. 

I am not surprised that Don M. de Garay should endeavor to attribute 
to the irregularities of the English Commissariat the deficiencies of supplies 
by means of transport experienced by the British army in its late service 
in Spain. I am not disposed to justify the English Commissaries where 
they deserve blame ; but I think it only justice to them to declare that the 
British army is indebted to their exertions for the scanty supplies it 
received. From some of the statements contained in Don M. de Garay’s 
note, it would appear that the British army had suffered no distress during 
the late service ; others have a tendency to prove that great distress was 
suffered by both armies at a very early period ; particularly the quotation 
of a letter from Gon. Cuesta of the 1 st Aug., in answer to a complaint 
which I am supposed to have made, that the Spanish army and their pri- 
soners were better supplied tlian the British army. The answer to all 
these statements is a reference to the fact that the army suffered great dis- 
tress from want of provisions, forage, and means of equipment; and 
although that distress might have been aggravated, it could not have been 
occasioned, by the inexperience or the irregularity of the English Com- 
missariat. 

I know nothing of the orders which Don M. de Garay states were sent 
by the government to the different Provincial Juntas, to provide provisions 
and means of transport for the British array, on its passage through llie 
different towns in the provinces. If such orders were sent, it is obvious 
that the Central Junta, as a government, have no power or influence over 
the Provincial Juntas and magistrates to whom their orders were addressed, 
as they produced no effect ; and the supplies, such as they were, were pro- 
cured only by dm requisitions and exertions of the English Commissaries. 
But it is obvious from Don M. de Garay’s account of these orders, that the 
Central Junta had taken a very erroneous view of the operations to be 
carried on by the army, and of the provision to be made for the troops 
while engaged in those operations; the government provided by their 
orders for the troops only while on their passage through the towns ; rely- 
ing upon their immediate success, and making no provision for the collec- 
tion in one body of not less than 50,000 men, even for one day. At the 
same time that they were guilty of this unpai-donable omission, which 
paralysed all our efforts, they rendered that success doubtful by counter- 
manding the orders given to Gen. Venegas by Gen. Cuesta; and thus 
exposing the combined armies to a general action with the enemy’s con- 
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centrated force. The effect of their orders will appear more fully in the 
following detail. 

As soon as the line of my operations in Spain was decided, I sent a Com- 
missary to Ciudad Rodrigo to endeavor to procure mules to attend the 
array, in concert with Senor Lozano de Torres ; that city and its neigh- 
bourhood being the places in which the array commanded by the late Sir 
J. Moore had been most largely supplied. Don M. de Garay expresses 
the astonishment of tlie government that the British army should have 
entered Spain unprovided with the means of transport, notwithstanding 
that, a few paragraphs preceding this expression of astonishment, he informs 
your Excellency, in the name of the government, that they had given 
orders to the Provincial Juntas of Eadajoz and Castille (at Ciudad Rod- 
rigo), and the magistrates, to supply and provide us with those means, 
which of course they must have been aware that we should require. No 
array can carry on its operations if unprovided with means of transport, 
and the British army was, from circumstances, particulai-ly in want at that 
moment. 

The means of transport commonly used in Portugal are carts drawn by 
bullocks, which are unable, without great distress, to move more than 12 
miles in a day, a distance much shorter than that which the state of the 
co\intry in which the army was to carry on its operations in Spain, and the 
nature of the country, would oblige the army to march. The number of 
carts which we had been able to bring from Portugal was not sufficient to 
draw our ammunition, and there were none to carry provisions. 

Having failed in procuring at Ciudad Rodrigo and in the neighbour- 
hood the means of transport which I required, I wrote to Gen. O’Donoju 
on tire 16th July a letter, in which, after stating our wants, and the 
failure of the country in supplying them, I gave notice that if they were 
not supplied, I should discontinue my co-operation with Gen. Cuesta after 
I should have performed my part in the first operation which we had con- 
certed, namely, the removal of the enemy from the Alberche ; and that if 
not supplied as I required, I should eventually withdraw from Spain 
altogether. From this letter of the 10th it will ai;pear that I called for the 
supplies, and gave notice that I should withdraw from Spain if they were 
not furnished, not only long previous to the retreat across the Tagus of 
the 4th Aug., but even previous to the commencement of the operations 
of the campaign. 

Notwithstanding that this letter of the 16th July was communicated to 
the Central Junta both by Mr. Freie and Gen. Cuesta, the British army 


G. O. Bad^oz. SOth Oct. 1809. 

1. A cert^ number of blankets having arrived, they are for the present to be issued to 
the infantry at the rate of one for two men ; the counnaiiding officers of regiments will 
make requisitions accordingly upon the Q. M. G. for them, and the Q. M. G. will take 
measures for issuing the blankets without loss of time to the troops at the several stations* 

2. These blankets nre to be.consiflercd as articles of regimental necessaries, and are to 
he carried by the men to whom they are delivered, who are to he accountable for them, 
and to produce tliem at e \ cry weekly iusxicction of necessaries ; os soon as a large quantity 
of them shall arrive from Lisbon, a sufficient number will be issued for one blanket to each 
soldier. 

3. The General Court Maitial, of which Brig. Gen. li. Craufutd is piesident^ is dis- 
solveib 
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has to this day received no assistance of this description from Spain, 
excepting 20 carts which joined at Merida, 10 on the 30th Aug., and 10 
on the lat Sept. ; and 300 mules of about 600 which were hired at Bejar, 
and joined at a subsequent period. None of the mules stated to have been 
hired and dispatched to the army from Seville, or by Eguia or Cevallos, or 
the 2 brigades of 40 each, or the horses, have ever joined the Bi-itish 
army ; and I conclude they are with the Spanish army of Estremadura, as 
are the remainder of the 10 brigades of carts (100), which were intended 
and are marked for the British army. But none of these mules or carts, 
supposing tliem to have been sent from Seville for our use, reached Estre- 
madura till after the 2 let Aug., the day on which, after 5 weeks’ notice, 
I was obliged to separate from the Spanish army. 

It is not true, therefore, that my resolution to withdraw from Spain, as 
then carried into execution, ‘ was sudden,’ or ought to have surprised the 
government, nor does it appear to have been ‘perilous,’ from what has 
since occurred in this part of Spain. I ought probably on the 16th July 
to have determined to suspend all operations till the army should he sup- 
plied with the means it required j but having on the 1 1th July settled with 
Gen. Cuesta a plan of operations to be carried into execution by the armies 
under the command of Gen. Venegas, Gen. Cuesta, and myself, respect- 
ively, I did not think it proper to disappoint Gen. Cuesta. I believed that 
Gen. Venegas would have carried into execution that part of the plan of 
operations allotted to his army, although I was afterwards disappointed in 
that expectation; and I preferred that the British army should suffer 
inconvenience rather than that Gen. Venegas’ corps should be exposed 
alone to the attack of the enemy ; and above all, I was induced to hope 
that I should be supplied. Accordingly, I marched on the 18th July from 
Plasencia, the soldiers carrying on their backs the provisions to the 21st, 
on which day a junction was formed with Gen. Cuesta’s army; and from 
that day to the 24th Aug. the troops or their horses did not receive one 
regular ration. The irregularity and deficiency both in quality and quan- 
tity were so great, that I considered it a matter of justice to the troops to 
remit to them during that period half the sum usually stopped from their 
pay for rations. 

The forage given to the horses was picked up for them by their riders, 
wherever they could find it, and was generally wheat or rye, which are 
considered unwholesome food ; and the consequence was, that, exclusive of 
the loss by engaging with the enemy, the army lost in the short period of 
five weeks not less than 1500 horses. 

I have no knowledge of what passed between Gen. Cuesta and Senor L. de 
Torres and the Intendant of provisions of the Spanish army. I never saw the 
latter gentleman excepting twice ; the first time on the 22d July, when he 
waited upon me to claim for the Spanish army 16,000 rations of bread, 
which had been brought into Talavera and had been sent to my quai-ters, 
and which were delivered over to him, notwithstanding that the British 
troops were in want; and the second time on the 25th July, when he 
waited upon me also at Talavera to desire that the ovens of that town 
might be delivered over for the use of the Spanish army ; they having 
moved to Olalla, and the British army being still at Talavera. This 
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request, which was not complied with, is an example of the preference 
which was given to the British troops while they were in Spain, 

The orders stated to have been given by the Central to the Provincial 
Juntas and magistrates were not more effectual in procuring provisions 
than in procuring means of transport. In the interval between the 15th 
and 21st July, the British Commissaries had made contracts with the 
magistrates of the different villages in the Vera de Plasencia, a country 
abounding in resources of every description, for the delivery at Talavera, 
on different days before the 24th July, of 250,000 rations of provisions. 
These contracts were not performed ; the British army was consequently 
unable to move in pursuit of the enemy when he retired on that day ; and 
I conclude that the French army have since subsisted on these resources. 

The British army never received any salt meat, nor any of the rice or 
other articles stated to have been sent from Seville for their use, except- 
ing to make up the miserable ration by which the men were only pre- 
vented from starving, during the period to which I have adverted ; nor 
was it attended ‘ by the troops of biscuit bakers nor did it enjoy any 
of the advantage of their labors; nor was the supposed magazine of 
400,000 lbs. of biscuit ever formed. These are notorious facts which 
cannot be disputed, to the truth of which every officer and soldier in the 
army can bear testimony. 

I assure your Excellency, that not only have the supplies furnished to 
the army under my command been paid for, whenever the bills for them 
could be got in, but the old debts, due to the inhabitants for supplies 
furnished to the array vinder the command of the late Sir J. Moore, have 
been discharged ; and I liave repeatedly desired the Spanish agents, and 
others acting with the array, and the different Juntas with which I have 
communicated, to let the people know, that all demands upon the British 
government which could be substantiated would be discharged. 

I beg to refer your Excellency to my dispatches of the 21st Aug., 
No. 12, for an account of the state of the magazine at Truxillo, on the 
20th Aug. ; and of the state of the supplies of provisions and forage at 
that period. Lieut. Col. Waters had, by my desire, made an arrangement 
with the Spanish Commissariat for the ^vision of the magazine at Truxillo 
between tlie 2 armies ; and he, as well as I, was satisfied with the prin- 
ciple and detail of that arrangement. But if the British army received 
only one third of a ration on the 19th Aug., and only one half of a ration 
on the 20th, not of bread, but of flour ; if the horses of the army received 
nothing, and if the state of the magazine at Truxillo was such at that time 
as to hold out no hope, not of improvement (for it was too late to wait for 
improvement), but of a full and regular supply of provisions and forage 
of all descriptions, I was justified in withdrawing from Spain. In point 
of fact, the magazine at Truxillo, which, under the arrangement made by 
Lieut. Col. Waters, was to be the sole source of the supply to both 
armies, did not contain, on the 20th Aug., a sufficiency to supply one 
day’s demand upon it. 

But it is said that Don L. de Calvo promised and engaged to supply 
tlie British army ; upon which I have only to observe, that I liad trusted 
too long to the promises of Spanish agents ; and that I had particular 



67a SPAIN. 

reason for want of confidence in Don L. do Calvo ; as, at the moment he 
was assuring me that the British army should have all the provisions the 
country could afford, in preference to, and to the exclusion of, the Spanish 
army, I had in my possession an order from him (of which your Excel- 
lency has a copy), addressed to the magistrate of Guadalupe, directing 
him to send to the head quarters of the Spanish army provisions which a 
British Commissary had ordered to be prepared and sent to the magazine 
at Truxillo, to be divided between both armies, in conformity with the 
agreement entered into with the Spanish Commissaries by Lieut. Col. 
Waters. 

As the state of the magazine at Truxillo was the immediate cause (as 
far as the want of provisions went) of my withdrawing from Spain, I beg 
to observe to your Excellency, that I was not mistaken in my opinion of 
its insufficiency; as, if I am not misinformed, Gen. Eguia’s army suffered 
the greatest distress in the neighbourhood of Truxillo, even after that 
part of the country and the magazine at Truxillo had been relieved from 
the burthen of supporting the British army. 

In respect to the conduct of the operations in Spain by the Spanish 
General officers, many things were done of which I did not approve, some 
contrary to my expectations, and some contrary to positive agreement. 

Don M. de Garay has stated that the orders to the Marques de la Ro- 
mana were framed in conformity witlr suggestions from Marshal Beres- 
ford ; and thence be infers that the operations of that corps were approved 
of by me. 

The Marques de la Romana was still at Coruna on the 5th, and I 
believe as late as the 9th Aug. ; and the armies of Estremadura retired 
across the Tagus on the 4th Aug. This reference to dates shows that 
there was, and could have been, no connexion in the operations of those 
different armies. In fact, I knew nothing about the Marques de la 
Romana’s operations ; and till I heard on the 3d Aug. that Marshal Ney’s 
corps had passed through the mountains of Estremadura at Banos, and 
was at Navalmoral, I did not believe that that part of the enemy’s army 
had quitted Astorga; or that the Marques was at liberty, or had it in his 
power to quit Galicia. 

Marshal Beresford’s corps was collected upon the frontiers of Portugal 
in the end of July, principally for the purpose of forming the troops; 
and it was hoped that he would keep in check die enemy’s corps under 
Soult, which was at Zamora, and threatened Portugal ; that he would act 
as a corps of observation in that quarter, and on the left of the British 
army ; and I particularly requested Marshal Beresford to attend to the 
Puerto de Perales. But I never intended, and never held out any hope 
to the Spanish officers, that the corps under Marshal Beresford could 
effect any operation at that period of the campaign ; and never was a 
party to any arrangement of an operation in which that corps was to be 
concerned. 

In the cases in which measures were carried on in a manner of which I 
did not approve, or which I did not expect, or contrary to positive agree- 
ment, those who acted contrary to my opinion may have been right ; but 
still tliey acted in a manner of which they were aware I did not approve : 
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and the assertion in the note that all operations were carried on with my 
concurrence, is unfounded. 

I expected from the communications I had with Gen. Cuesta, through 
Sir R. Wilson and Col. Roche, that the Puerto de Banos would have been 
effectually occupied and secured; and, at all events, that the troops 
appointed to guard that point, upon which I was aware that all the ope- 
rations, nay the security, of the army depended, would not have retired 
without firing a shot. 

It was agreed between Gen. Cuesta and me, on the 11th July, that 
Gen. Venegas, who was under his command, should march by Tembleque, 
Ocaiia, and Fuentiduena to Arganda, near Madrid, where he was to be 
on the 22d and 23d July, when the combined armies should be at Tala- 
vera and Escalona. This agreement was not performed; and the conse- 
quence of its non-performance (which had been foreseen) occurred, viz., 
that the combined armies were engaged with the enemy’s concentrated 
force. I have heard that the cause of the non-performance of this agree- 
ment was, that the Central Junta had countermanded the orders which 
Gen. Venegas had received from Gen. Cuesta; of which countermand 
they gave us no notice. I shall make no observation upon this proceed- 
ing, excepting that the plan of operations, as agreed upon with me, was 
not carried into excution by Gen. Venegas in this instance. 

It was agreed by Gen. Cuesta, on &e 2d Aug., that when I marched 
against Soult on the 3d, he should remain at Talavera ; that agreement 
was broken when he withdrew from Talavera, in my opinion without 
sufficient cause. And it is also my opinion that he ought not to have 
withdrawn, particularly considering that he had the charge of my hospital, 
without my consent. 

I do not conceive, that if Gen. Cuesta had remained at Talavera, it 
would have made any difference in the result of the campaign. When 
Soult added 34,000 men to the numbers already opposed to the combined 
armies in Estremadura, the enemy were too strong for us ; and it was 
necessary that we should retire across tlie Tagus. But if Gen. Cuesta had 
held the post at Talavera according to agreement, I should have been able 
to remove my hospital ; or, at all events, to know the exact situation of 
every individual left there, and I think that other disadvantages might 
have been avoided in the retreat. 

Wlien adverting to this part of the subject, I cannot avoid observing 
upon the ambiguity of language used in the note respecting the assistance 
afforded by Gen. Cuesta to remove the English hospital from Talavera ; 
that assistance amounted to 4 carts on the 3d Ang. at Talavera, and 2 
carts on the 4th Aug. at Oropesa. In the subsequent removal of the 
wounded, and of those subsequently taken sick, we had absolutely no 
assistance from die Spanish army, or the country. We were obliged to 
lay down our ammunition, which was delivered over to the Spanish army, 
and to unload the treasure, and employ the carts in the removal of the 
wounded and sick. At Truxillo, in particular, assistance which could 
have been afforded was withheld on the 22d and 23d Aug. ; Don L. de 
Calvo and Senor L. de Torres being in die town. 

In respect to the refusal to make movements recommended by me, 1 
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am of opinion, that if Gen. Bassecoui't had been detached towards Pla- 
sencia on the 30th July, when I recommended that movement, and if the 
troops had done their duty, Soult would have been stopped at the Tietar, 
at least for a sufficient length of time to enable me to secure the passage 
of the Tagus at Almaraz ; and here, again, the hospital would have been 
saved. He was not detached, however, till the 2d ; and tlien, I under- 
stand from Don M. de Garay’s note, that it was Gen. Cuesta’s opinion that 
the movement was useless. 

It could not have been considered useless by Gen. Cuesta on the 30th, 
because the proposition for making a detachment from tlie combined 
armies originated with himself on that day ; and it could not have been 
considered useless even on tlie morning of the 2d ; as, till the evening 
of that day, we did not receive intelligence of the arrival of Soult at 
Plasencia. A reference to the date of the period at which the General 
considered this detachment as useless would have been desirable. 

I cannot account for the surprise stated to have been felt by Gen. 
Cuesta upon finding the British army at Oropesa on the morning of the 
4th Aug. The array had left Talavera on the morning of the 3d, and 
had marched to Oropesa, 6 leagues, or 24 miles, on that day ; which I 
conceive a sufficient distance for a body of men which had been starving 
for many days before. The accounts received on the evening of the 3d, 
of the enemy’s position at Navalraoral, and of his strength, and of Gen. 
Cuesta’s intended march on that evening, leaving my hospital to its fate, 
were sufficient to induce me to pause and consider our situation ; and at 
least not to move before daylight on tlm 4th j shortly after which time 
Gen. Cuesta arrived at Oropesa. 

Upon considering our situation at that time, it was evident to me that 
the combined armies must i-etire across the Tagus; and that every 
moment’s delay must expose them to the risk of being cut off from their 
only remaining point of retreat. A battle, even if it had been successful, 
could not have improved our situation ; two battles, or possibly three, 
miist have been fought and gained before our difficulties, resulting from 
the increased strength of the enemy in Estremadura, could be removed. 

I did not consider the British army at least equal to such an exertion at 
that moment. It is unnecessary to make any observation upon the 
Spanish army ; but the occurrences at Arzobispo a few days afterwards 
showed that they were not equal to any great contest. 

Don M. de Garay complains of the alteration in tlie line of our opera- 
tions, and of the sudden changes in the direction of our marches, to which 
he attributes the deficiency of supplies, which, in this part of the note, he 
is disposed to admit that the British army experienced. I know of but 
one alteration in the plan of operations, and in the direction of tlie march, 
which was occasioned by the circumstances to which I have just referred. 
When intelligence was first received of the arrival of the enemy at Pla- 
sencia, and of the retreat without resistance of the corps appointed to guard 
the Puerto de Baiios, niy intention was to move towards Plasencia, to 
attack the enemy’s corps which had passed through the Puerto. That 
intention was altered only when I heard of the numbers of which that . 
corps consisted; and when I found that, by Gen. Cuesta’a movement from 
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Talavera, the rear of the array was not secure, that the only retreat was 
liable to be cut off, and that the enemy had it in their power, and at their 
option, to join, or to attack us in separate bodies. It could not be attri- 
buted to me that this large reinforcement was allowed to enter Estrema- 
dura, or that we had not earlier intelligence of their approach. 

The Puerto de Sanos was abandoned without firing a shot by the 
Spanish troops sent there to guard it ; and the Junta of Castille, if they 
knew of the collection of the enemy’s troops at Salamanca, sent no notice 
of it ; and no notice was, in fact, received till accounts came that the 
enemy had ordered rations at Fuente Roble and Los Santos ; and they 
arrived on the following day. But when the enemy marched into Naval- 
moral in Estremadura in such strength, and the post at Talavera was 
abandoned, the Central Junta will find it difficult to convince their 
country and the world that it was not expedient to alter the plan of our 
operations, and the direction of our march. 

But this alteration, instead of aggravating the deficiency of our supplies, 
ought to have alleviated our distresses, if any measures had been adopted 
at Seville to supply the British army in consequence of my letter of the 
16th July. The alteration was from the offensive to the defensive ; the 
march was retrograde ; and if any supplies had been prepared and sent, the 
army must have met them on the road, and must have received them 
sooner. Accordingly, we did meet supplies on the road j but they were 
for the Spanish army; and, although our troops were starving at the time, 
they were forwarded untouched to their destination. 

I have sent to Marshal Beresford a copy of that part of Don M. de 
Garay’s note which refers to the supplies for the Portuguese army under 
his command, upon which he will make his observations, which I propose 
to forward to your E.\cellency. I shall here, therefore, only repeat, that 
the want of magazines, and the apathy and disinclination of the magis- 
trates and people in Spain to furnish supplies for the armies, even for 
payment, were the causes that the Portuguese army, as well ns the British 
army, suffered great distress from want while within the Spanish frontier. 

Till the evils, of which I tliink I have reason to complain, are remedied ; 
till I shall see magazines established for the supply of the armies, and a 
regular system adopted for keeping them filled ; and an army upon whose 
exertions I can depend, commanded by officers capable and willing to 
carry into execution the operations which may have been planned by 
mutual agreement, I cannot enter upon any system of co-operation with 
the Spanish armies. I do not think it necessary now to enter into any 
calculations to show the fallacy of Don M. de Garay’s calculations of the 
relative numerical strength of the allies and of the enemy in the Penin- 
sula : if the fallacy were not so great, as I am certain it is, I should be of 
the same opinion respecting the expediency of co-operating with the 
Spanish troops. But if the British and the Portuguese armies should not 
actively co-operate with them, they will at least do diem no injury ; and 
if Don M. de Garay is not mistaken, as I believe he is, in his calculations 
of numbers ; and if the Spanish armies are in the state of efficiency in 
which they are represented to be, and in which they ought to be to invite 
our co-operation, the deficiency of 36,000 men, which the British and 
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Portuguese armies might add to their numbers, can be no objection to 
their undertaking immediately those operations whicli, Don M. de Garay 
is of opinion would give to his countrymen the early possession of those 
blessings for which we are contending. 


To J. Murray, Esq., Commissary General. Badajoz, 31et Oot. 1 809. 

The Chief Engineer, Lieut. Col. Fletcher, is desirous to have stores 
prepared, as stated in the enclosed papers, at the stations therein men- 
tioned, to which I have annexed a memorandum, stating the places at 
which it will be most convenient to prepare them. 

I recommend that application should be made to Col. Fletcher for a 
return of the different articles he requires. 


Stores required by tlie Chief Engineer from 
the Commissary General. 


Memorandum. 


1, 3000 palisades, to be provided at Torres 

Vedvas. 

2. 1300 fascines, at Tones Vedras. 


3. 3000 palisiules, 

4. 1300 fascines. 


3. 13,000 palisiules, 1 
6. 7,000 fascines, J 


at Sobral. 


at Lisbon. 


i Nos. ] and 2 can be provided easily at 
Torres Vedras, where tliere is plenty of 
wood. 

Nos. 3 and 4 can be provided also at 
Torr^ Vedras, and carried to Suliral with 
cose. 

I Nus. 5 and 0 may bo made in any jairt of 
tlic course of the Tagus, or of (lie coast of 
Portugal, whicli may be fonml most cuiive- 
niait, and kept in sture at Tjlshmi, and to be 
sent where the Engineers may wont diem. 


To Lieut. Col, Fletcher, Commanding U.E. Badiijot, Slst Oct. 1809, 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have written to the Commissary 
Gen. upon the subject of your 2 memorandums respecting materials. 
You will see that the largest number of your articles will be collected at 
Lisbon, from whence you can dispose of and distribute them as you please. 
The delay will only be one tide, which will be more than compensated 
for by leaving to the Commissary Gen. tire whole course of the Tagus and 
of the coast of Portugal. 


AuGen, Bassecouit. Badajoz, 31 Oct. 1809. 

Le Capitaine Gordon, mon aide de camp, vous montreia les lettres dont 
je I’ai chargii pour les Mardchaux Soult et Mortier ; et je vous prie de le 
laisser passer par les avant postes Espagnols pour les diilivrer. 

AuGoo. I?a.>aecaurt. Badajoz, 31 Oct. 1809. 

J’ai re^u la lettre que vous m’avez fait I’honneur de m’adresser, k la- 
quelle j’aurais repondu plutut si je n’avois pas e'te a Lisbonne la semaine 
passee. Votre position est bien inttiressante, et deviendra plus assuree tous 


G. A. O. Qailajoz, SlgtOct. 1600 

3. The Commander of the Forces requests the officers commanding divisions will make 
their divisions march a distance of not less tlian 3 leagues in marcliing order twice a 
week, besides the furmations which the uutvuc of the ground may itiiluce them to make in 
the course of the match. The officers commanding the cavalry and artillery will also, liy 
frequent exercize, prevent the horses from losing the habit of marching, 

3. The Commander of the Forces desires that the olficcra commaiiiling brigades of artil- 
lery will dietinctly understand, that bo holds tliem rcsimnsible for the condition of the 
artillery horses attached to their brigades, and tiiey will take measures that the officers and 
men of the guuner drivers do their duty by taking proper care of them. 
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les jours, surtout si on vons renforce comrae I’iniportance de la position 
I’exige : en tout cas je vous prie de me donner eonstamment de vos nou- 
velles ; et je vous assure que rien ne me donnerait plus de plaisir que de 
pouvoir vous 6tre utile, en cas que vous fussiez attaqud par I’ennemi. 
Je partirai pour Seville demaiii matin ; mais je serai de retour dans 
quelques jouis. 

To the Rt Hon. J. Villicra. Badajnz, 31st Oct. 1S09. 

''tVlien I was lately at Lisbon, I had some discussion with the Regency 
respecting the necessity of establishing magazines for the support of the 
Portuguese armies, and I found that the great diiliculty which they would 
experience in doing so was the want of money. Among other plans to 
provide for this deficiency, the government proposed that an advance 
should be made to them of the monthly sum they receive from Great 
Britain, for the payment of 20,000 men j and as the maintenance of these 
men with provisions is included in the amount of the sum ; and as this is 
the season in which the provisions ought to be purchased, I beg leave to 
recommend to your consideration the expediency of making an advance 
to the Portuguese government of the sum due to them on account of the 
expenses of 20,000 men, for the month of November, as soon as possible. 

I find, upon inquiry, that the Commissary Gen, can, without incon- 
venience, advance the money for this payment ; and I have desired him to 
hold i:‘50,000 at your disposal, besides tlie sum for October, if you should 
think proper to attend to this recommendation. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. Tilliers. Riwlajoz, 31st Oct. 1809. 

I find, upon inquiry, that your share of our receipts for October is 
£41,000 ; and, besides this sum, I have desired Mr. Murray to pay Mr. 
Bell £30,000 for November, making a total of £97,000 ; and I wrote to 
you the public letter tliis day, suggesting that you should make an advance 
of one month’s subsidy for the purpose of purchasing magazines for the 
Portuguese army. 

I have also looked into the state of our affairs, in order to ascertain how 
far we could advance money on account of the bill to be drawn by the 
government on S'- de Sousa for £100,000, on which subject you are to 
write to me ; and I find that I can allow of an advance on that account 
immediately for £50,000, and of the second £50,000 by the 20th Nov., 
provided the £80,000 coining at the mint are placed at the disposal 
of the Commissary Gen. I think that, as we shall now advance the 
full amount of the subsidy for November, at least £50,000 out of the 
£80,000 ought to be placed at our disposal. If this is not done, it may 
distress us to advance the second £50,000 on the 20th Nov. 

I enclose a letter respecting the eflfects of an officer which have been 
seized in the house of a person suspected of disaffection, and who has fled. 

Pray make the necessary applications, that Capt. may have his 

effects again. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Badajoz, SUt Oct. 1800. 

The Spanish corps under tire Duque del Parque was attacked on the 
VOL. Ill, 2 p 
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I9th inst. by a considerable part of the French corps (lately Ney’s) com- 
manded by Gon. Marcband, in a position which the Duque had talcen up 
at Tamames, near Ciudad Rodrigo. The French corps consisted of 10,000 
infantry, and 1200 cavalry ; and, after a very vigorous attack, they were 
repulsed with considerable loss, and retired upon Salamanca, leaving one 
piece of cannon in the hands of the Spaniards. The loss of the Spanish 
troops was about 200 killed, and 400 wounded ; that of the enemy much 
more considerable. The Spanish infantry are stated to have conducted 
themselves well in tliis action, but the cavalry otherwise ; and indeed they 
had lost in the commencement the Spanish flying artillery, which was 
afterwards recovered by the infantry. 

The post of Tamames is noted throughout the country for its strength ; 
and I understand that it was well occupied by the Spanish troops, and that 
throughout the action the Duque del Parque distinguished himself. He 
was joined, on the following day, by the corps of Ballesteros ; and he 
moved forward on the 25th, and took possession of Salamanca, which the 
enemy abandoned, retiring upon Toro and Zamora. 

The corps of Gen. Eguia, which is under the temporary command of 
Arey 2 aga, who has lately come from Catalonia, has retired to La Carolina, 
and the French are in possession of the whole country to the foot of the 
mountains, hut they have made no attack to force the passes. 

All has continued quiet in this quarter, and I have not heard that the 
enemy’s corps at Oropesa and Talavera have made any movement to their 
right, in consequence of the failure of Gen. Marchand’s attack upon the 
Duque del Parque. 

Tt> Vise. Castleteagh. Badajoz, Slst Oct. 1609. 

Although I think it probable that you are out of oflice, I enclose you 
two interesting papers that I have lately received, which I think will give 
you some notion of the state of aflairs in Spain, and the presumption of 
the Spanish character ; and I beg you will give them to your successor. 
One is a letter from Lord Burghersh, whom I sent lately into the south- 
eastern provinces to see what they were doing ; whether they were forming 
an army ; whether they had one, &c. &c. : Bie other is from Capt. Human, 
an officer employed to obtain intelligence from the frontier. 

Burghersh’s is an exact description of the state of affairs in nearly 
every province of Spain; Ruman’s shows what a Spanish General Brinks 
arrd says, when he has had a little success. If he does not mind what he 
is about, this same gentleman will have Soult upon one side of him, 
through the Puerto de Banos, arid Marchand and Keller-mann on the side 
of the Douro. I have warned him of his danger, however, by Baiios, arrd 
have urged him either to secure the Puerto, or to destroy the road effec- 
tirally, and thus shut the door to all communication between Castille and 
Estremadura. 

Au Motecltal Alorticr, Due de Tr^vise. 1 Nov. 1800. 

,Te vous prie d'avoir la bontd de perraettre qu’on donne I’argent, que 
j’envoie par mon aide de camp, le Capitaine Gordon, aux officiers Anglais, 
prisonniers de guerre, et les niedecines aux officiers de santd. 
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Jen’ai rien pu faire pour Ic Capitaino ThtSvenonj mais je vous assuie 
que je n’omettrai nulle occasion de faire pifivaloir auprts du gouvernement 
Espagnol lea droits de la guerre, et j’espere qu’avant peu de terns on 
vous le renverra, J’ai fait renvoyer le Lieut, de Farincourt, du 2“ d’in- 
fanterie liigere, en echange pour le Lieut. Cameron, renvoyd par le 
General Kellermann. II passe par la Vieille Castille. 

AuMarechal Soolt, Due de Dalmatie. 1 Nov, IS09. 

J’ai des excuses a vous faire de ce que votre lettre du 26 Aout n’a pas 
encore requ de reponse ; mais avant de vous en onvoyer une je voulais 
faire tons mes efibrts pour faire consentir le gouverneraenl Espagnol ti 
faire I’dchange du Gdn. Franceschi, en quoi je suis fUche de vous dire que 
je n’ai pas reussi. En attendant cependant je vous envoie une liste d’ofR- 
ciers Fran^ais que je pourrais vous renvoyer en dchange pour ceux de 
I’armde Anglaise, dont je vous envoie une liste (No. 2) ; si ceux dont les 
noms sont dans eette derni&re sont trop dloignds, je vous prie de m’en 
envoyer d’autres des mfemes range. 

Je me rappelle parfaitement la lettre que j’ai eu I’honneur de vous 
dcrire au moment de votre ddpart d’Oporto; et je crois vraiment que 
vous n’6tes pas au fait des circonstances dans lesquelles sont les officiers 
et soldats qui dtaient vos prisonniers en ce moment-lji. Apr^s que j’ai 
re 9 U votre lettre du 26 Aout, j’ai demandd compte de sa conduite h un de 
ces officiers, et je vous envoie la copie de la lettre qu’il m’a tlcrite, qui en 
m6me terns qu’elle le justifie entiferement, montre que votre confiance 
peut-6tre abusde, et que vous ne pouvez pas 6tre sftr que les ordres bien- 
faisants, que vous donnez pour le traitement de vos prisonniers, sont obdis 
par ceux chargds de leur execution. En lisnnt cette lettre, et connaissant 
les circonstances du moment, je dis que e’est la garde qui a quittd les 
prisonniers, et non pas les prisonniers qui ont quittd la garde. Mais en 
tout cas, quand on met des officiers prisonniers sous la charge d’une garde, 
exceptd pour leur suretd personnelle, on doit s’attendre qu’ils s’en iront 
quand ils pourront ; et si on ne leur a donnd nulle libertd sur parole, on 
ne peut pas dire qu’ils ont oublid les lois de Thonnem’ en s’en allant. Je 
vous assure que le meilleur moyen de garder les officiers, e’est de leur 
accorder la parole, et je vous promets que si j’en trouve un qui I’ait 
oublide, je vous le renverrai. 

Pour ceux-ci la question est simplement si un officier ou soldat, une 
fois prisonnier, doit I’fetre toujours jusqu’ii ce que son dchange soit fait; 
et si cette question est ddcidde dans la ndgative, selon I’usage de tous les 
jours, ces Messieurs ne peuvent plus 6tre considdrds comme prisonniers. 
Mais en tous cas, e’est k vous il ddcider ce que vous ferez, si jamais le 
sort de la guerre les place en vos mains, et je suis bien sdr que vous les 
traiterez comme vous le devez. 

P. S. Le Lieut. V. de Farincourt du 2‘’- rdgiment d’infanterie Idgere 
est renvoyd en dchange pour le Lieut. Cameron, renvoyd par le Gdiidral 
Kellermann. 

To Vise. Castlereagh. Badajoz, 1st Nov. 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose returns of the provisions and all kinds of 

2 P 2 
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stores, in charge of the Commissary Gen., for the use of the army under 
my command. 

To Lieat. Gen. Sir J. Sherbrooke, K.6. Seville, 3(1 Nov. 1809. 

I arrived here yesterday, and in the evening I received your letter, 
enclosing one from Col, Donkin, to which I shall give an answer at 
another period. There is no news here, excepting that the French have 
retired from La Mancha, and again crossed the Tagus. I doubt the last 
part of this intelligence ; if it is true, it is possible that this movement 
has been occasioned by the partial business of the Duque del Parque, in 
Castille, and his subsequent movement towards Salamanca. It is neces- 
sary, however, that we should he prepared for all events ; and I shall be 
much obliged to you if you will desire the sick cases requiring carriages, 
in Hill’s division and in the heavy brigade of cavalry, to be removed to 
Elvas without loss of time. 

I had desired the Commissary Gen. to employ 30 carts in removing 
200 of the sick of Hill’s division, before I quitted Badajoz ; and I shall be 
obliged to you if you will desire him to send the remainder of his covered 
carts to Merida, to remove the sick from thence ; and to continue the 
removal from the quarters of Hill’s division, as long as there may be a 
man in them whose case is such that he could not march away, if we 
should be obliged to assemble the army. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sit J. Slierbiooko, K.B. Cadis, 7th Nov. 1800. 

I have received your letter of the 2d, and I shall be at Badajoz again on 
Sunday to dinner. I am obliged to you for reminding me to put in orders 
the leaves of absence given to different officers, which I will arrange os 
soon as I shall return to the army. 

In regard to Gen. Cole’s aide de camp, he must be put in orders, whe- 
ther he is on the establishment or supernumerary. If the latter, he will 
draw no pay, and no bdt and forage, unless the Commander in Chief 
should have given permission to Gen. Cole to bring him to Portugal ; in 
which case he will have the b&t and forage only. But no Major General 
can draw pay for more than one aide de camp. 

I have been induced to come on here, partly to arrange money matters 
with Lord Wellesley, and partly by curiosity to see this place. I shall 
leave it on the day after to-morrow. One good has resulted from my 
journey, viz., that the Junta have given me an answer respecting the 
exchange of Franceschi and Turenne, and have released the officer they 
held in confinement at Deleytosa. So that we may now hope to get away 
some of our officers. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villieis. Badajoz, 13tli Nov. 1809. 

I received on the 11th your letters of the 27th Oct, and of the 5th and 
8th of this month, and I now send you an official answer to the first. In 
respect to the last, I am glad to find that you still remain with us, and I 
hope that you will determine to stay till your successor shall arrive. I 
left Lord Wellesley at Cadiz, on Tluirsday. He was to embark and sail 
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on Friday ; but I am not certain that he carried his intentions into execu- 
tion. I returned here yesterday evening. 

It is best that it should be understood that the whole of the sum of 
£80,000, coining at the mint, should be paid to the Commissary Gen. ; 
and if you should hereafter require more than your fifth for the Portuguese 
troops, you must have what you require. The debts due to the Portu- 
guese government shall be paid as soon as they shall produce the vouchers. 
Of course you will take as much of the chest as you please. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiera. Badnjoz, 13th Nov. 1809. 

I had the honor of receiving on the 10th inst. your letter of the 27th 
Oct. in which you have enclosed an extract of one from S', de Sousa, the 
Prince Regent’s minister in London, to the Patriarch, relative to a sum of 
i£l00,000 sterling in S', de Sousa’s hands, for the use of the government of 
Portugal. This resource was one of those mentioned to me by the 
Regency, when I was at Lisbon, as being applicable to the purpose of 
purchEising provisions, to be laid in magazines for the Portuguese array ; 
and the only difficulty appeared to me to consist in realizing tlie money in 
Portugal. It was imagined that S', de Sousa would experience equal if 
not greater difficulty than the Treasury had experienced in procuring 
specie to export to Portugal ; and it was apprehended that the government 
of Portugal would not be able to get money at Lisbon for tlieir bills 
drawn tipon S', de Sousa. 

These difficulties are, I conclude, the reason for which you have desired 
tnat the Commissary Gon. should advance money on the credit of the sum 
belonging to the Portuguese government, in the hands of S', de Sousa ; 
and having, in consequence of the conversations I had with you on this 
subject when at Lisbon, reviewed the state of the funds of the army, and 
considered the possibility of assisting the Portuguese government to 
realise in Portugal the sum of £100,000 in the hands of S', de Sousa, I 
have to inform you that the Commissary Gen. can advance, without incon- 
venience, the whole or any part of the sura of £100,000, for which you 
may chance to call, for the use of the Portuguese government; but that it 
is impossible for him, either himself to advance money for a bill drawn 
by the Portuguese government or S', de Sousa, or to lend the credit of his 
name and office to the bill drawn by the Portuguese government, to enable 
them to get the money from other persons. 

I should imagine, however, that you will experience no difficulty in 
arranging the mode in which the Portuguese government should repay in 
England the extent of the assistance which you may think proper to afford 
them on the credit of the sum of money in the hands of S', de Sousa. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of Slate.* Badajoz, 13tli Nov. 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose cartels of exchange which have been given 
to Capt. Christie and Ensign Sandilands, of the Coldstream Guards, by the 
French Commander in Chief; and I request your Lordship to have the 

* A change of Ministry had taken place, and the Earl of Liverpool became Secretary of 
State for War and Colonies, via Viscount Cusllereagb, until June 1812, when he was suc- 
ceeded by Eiu'l Bathurst. 
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officers named in these papers sent to France ; that is to say, Lieut. C. 
M, Guiot, of the French navy, in exchange for Capt. Christie, and Lieut. 
A. R. Dorfemille, of the 11th regt. of infantry, in exchange for Ensign 
Sandilands. 


The A.O. to Col. Kemtnis, oommg, itk div, 13th Nov. ISOO. 

I am directed by his Excellency the Commander of the Forces to acquaint you, 
that he is pleased to remit the punishment awarded by the General Court Martial 
to . . . — regt. ; but his Excellency desires it may he intimated to him 
that he is induced to show this lenity, entirely on account of his good character, 
and in the hope it will serve as a warning to him, and prevent his being guilty of 
the like crimes in future. 

The A.Q, to lAeut. Col, Arontschddtj Is/ hussarOi 13tb Nov. 1809. 

I am directed by tlie Comm.'inder of the Forces to return the annexed certificate 
of the loss of a horse which belonged to Comet Baring, and to inform you, that as 
the horse did not die until 6 weeks and 4 days after the action, it cannot he 
considered as if the horse was actually shot in action, and therefore the claim for 
the same must he sent in to the Military Secretary, as directed by this day's order. 
I am further directed to observe, that it is not for Comet Baring to certify tliut 
the horse died in consequence of the wound, but for the veterinary surgeon ; and if 
you, therefore, will send in the claim of Comet Baring, accompanied by the 
necessary vouchers from you and tlie veterinary surgeon, it will be laid before a 
Board of claims, which will consider whether an indemnification will be granted to 
Cornet Baring or not. 

Tkt A.Q. to lUttt. Col. Fenwick, Elmo. 13th Nov. 1809. 

I have laid your letter before his Excellency tlie Commander of the Forces, and 
am directed to acquaint you, that whatever sentries may be necessary for the 
hospital, they will be found by the Portuguese troops; and he will write to the 
General commanding at Elvas, requesting he will give orders for the funiishing 
them, as his Excellency does not approve of more men being witli the generm 
hospital than is absolutely necessary for the attendance pn the sick ; and he trusts 
that such discipline wQl be maintained in the hospital as to insure obedience to 
the orders the Portuguese sentries may receive. 

Ike A.G. to Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. 13lh Nov. 1809. 

Referring to Capt. Cotton’s letter, — inst., desiring permission to make use of 
damaged ammunition for practice, which letter I have had the honor of laying before 
the Commander of the Forces, T have been directed to signify to you in answer, that 
his Lordship approves of your expending, for practice, as much ammunition as you 
may tliink proper, reporting from time to time to this oiiice the quantity expended. 

The A.G. to Lieut. Gen. HiB, 13th Nov. 1809, 

Having had tlie honor of laying before the Commander of the Forces your letter 
of the 20th ult., and its enclosures from Assist. Surgeon , of the 2d batt., 

— regt., explanatory of his motive for quitting Talavera de la Reyna, where he 
had been left in charge of the sick and wounded, I have received his Lordship's 

commands to desire that you will be pleased to wara Mr. to prepare to 

retuni to Talavera de la Reyna, as he appears, from his own account, to have 
taken advantage of the liberty afforded to him by the French Comiiiaiider in Cliief 
to make his escape. 

Tke A.O. to Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 13th Nov. 1809. 

Having had the honor of laying before the Commander of the Foi'ces your letter 
of the Ist inst,, enclosing letters from Lieut. Col. and Lieut. Col. , of the 

— dragoons, and a medical certificate of the ill state of health of Lieut, Col. 

, I have received his Lordship’s command to signify to you in answer that 
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lie has granted leave of absence to that officer to proceed to England for 3 montlis 

from this date, on his private affairs ; and leave of absence to Capt. , of the 

~ dragoons, to proceed to England on his private affairs. Capt. — — is to return 
to PortiMal by the first nacket which will leave England in January. 

The Commander of the Forces has directed me to express his surprise that, 
wlicn the — dragoons was under orders for foreign service for many months 

before it left England, Lieut. Col, — — and Capt. should not have settled 

any family affairs they might have to arrange before they embarked. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Badajoz, 14th hfov. 1809. 

I delayed to reply to Lord Castlereagh’s dispatch of the 14th Sept., till 
I should be able to go to Lisbon, and should have ascertained, on the 
ground, the possibility of defending the Kingdom of Portugal, from which 
I was prevented till late in October by the movements of the armies in the 
neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo ; and the report required by his Lord- 
ship has been further delayed by a necessary reference to the opinion of 
Adm. Berkeley on some of the paints of the inquiry, and by my journey 
to the south of Spain to communicate personally with Lord Wellesley, 
previous to his departure for England. 

From all I have learned of the state of the enemy’s force at present in 
the Peninsula, I am of opinion, that unless the Spanish armies should 
meet with some great misfortune, the enemy could not make an attack 
upon Portugal j and if events in Spain should enable the enemy to make 
such an attack, the force at present in Portugal is able to defend that 
country. 

If in consequence of the peace in Germany the enemy’s army in the 
Peninsula should he largely reinforced, it is obvious that the enemy will 
acquire the means of attacking Portugal, not only in proportion to tlie 
extent of his reinforcements, hut in proportion as the arrival of those rein- 
forcements may have an effect upon the public mind in Spain, and may 
induce persons, now in hostility wifb the enemy, to submit to his usurpa- 
tion, and thus enable him to employ troops in active operations which are 
at present employed only on the defensive, in keeping up the communi- 
cation between his armies, or in guarding certain interesting and important 
points in the country. 

Even in this ease, however, I conceive that till Spain shall have been 
conquered, and shall have submitted to the conqueror, the enemy will find 
it difficult, if not impossible, to obtain possession of Portugal, if His 
Majesty should continue to employ an army in the defence of this oountiy, 
and if the improvements in the Portuguese military service should be 
carried to the extent of which they are capable. 

The extent of the army which it would be necessary that His Majesty 
should employ in Portugal ought to be 30,000 effective men, in aid of 
the whole military establishment of Portugal, consisting of 3000 artillery, 
3000 cavalry, 36,000 regular infantry, and 3000 ca^adores and the militia. 

I have lately ascertained, as nearly as possible, the expense to Great Bri- 
tain of this British army in Portugal, which 1 find amounts to £1,756,236 
per annum. It must be observed, however, upon this point that these 
troops, if employed elsewhere abroad, would cost an equal sura ; and if 
employed in Great Britain or Ireland, would cost ^£1,188,192, or 
£568,044 less than they would in Portugal or Spain. In this calculation 
I have not included the expense of transports to attend upon this ai-my. 
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This is an expense which must he incurred for a British ai-my employed 
on any service abroad, and in the circumstances now under consideration 
must be incurred for the army employed in Portugal. But it is probable 
that the larger part, if not the whole of the transports, which it would be 
necessary to attach to the army in Portugal, would be on the public service 
if the army were at home. 

In respect to the Portuguese army, the public now incur an expense of 
about £000,000 per annum, being the expenses of 20,000 Portuguese 
troops, and the pay of the British officers employed with the Portuguese 
ai-my : but I conceive that other expenses must be incurred in order to 
put the Portuguese army in the state in which it ought to be for this im- 
pending contest. The expense which in my opinion must be incurred at 
present by Great Britain, in addition to that already incurred, is that of 
an increase of pay to the officers of the Portuguese army, without which 
it is vain to hope for much exertion from them. The officers of the 
Portuguese array have for many years done little or no duty. Their 
country having, with trifling and short exceptions, been at peace since 
the year lldS, they were generally throughout their service employed in 
the same garrison, if they remained with their regiments ; or they lived 
with their families at home. Besides these advantages, I believe that the 
abuses which had crept into the service afforded them others, of no small 
amount j and they were certainly enabled to maintain tliemselves upon 
this low pay, as officers ought, in a country in which all the necessaries of 
life are dearer than they are in England. 

It is scarcely necessary to point out the alteration in tlieu’ situation pro- 
duced by the appointment of Marshal Beresford to command the Portuguese 
army. All the abuses which existed in the service have been done away ; 
and a regular system of discipline has been established, requiring the 
attention and attendance of all the officers with their regiments ; and the 
situation of the country, and the duties required from the army, have 
necessarily removed the regiments from their fixed stations, and have 
increased to a very large amount the necessary expenses of the officers. 

Your Lordship will observe, from what I shall have to lay before you 
in a subsequent part of this dispatch, that it is absolutely impossible for 
the Portuguese govei-nment to bear the expense of this augmentation of 
the pay of the officers of the army. As far as I have been able to learn 
their sentiments, they feel the necessity for it ; but ai’e unwilling to give 
orders that it should be carried into execution, till they shall be certain 
that they possess the means of defraying the expense. 

I enclose a paper stating the actual pay of each rank in the Portuguese 
service, with the proposed increase, the expense of which will amount to 
about £130,000 per annum. Adverting to the miserable situation in 
which those officers now are, compared with that of the British, the 
Spanish (whose pay has been very largely increased), and the French 
officers, with whom they are liable to meet on service ; and the severe, 
but necessary discipline which has been introduced into their array ; and 
to the service which will be required from them, I cannot avoid recom- 
mending that His Majesty should furnish the Portuguese government 
with a sum sufficient to defray tlie expense of this augmentation of pay 
daring the war. 
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I am not aware of any other specific head of expense, the means of 
which it would be desirable that Great Britain should furnish, in order to 
enable the Portuguese government to suppoi't the impending contest. I 
cannot avoid, however, drawing your Lordship’s attention to the general 
state of the finances of this government, of which I have obtained a know- 
ledge, in consequence of the confidence reposed in me, with His Majesty’s 
consent, by the Prince Regent. 

The estimated expense, civil and military, of the government of Por- 
tugal for the year 1809 is 14,679,250 dollars. The estimated revenue is 
8,447,500 dollars ; thus leaving a deficiency of 6,221,750 dollars. The 
revenue, the heads of which we estimated, actually received and expected 
to be received by the end of the year, amounts to 7,031,927 dollars; and 
the sums have been received in this year, which cannot be expected in 
future, making a total receipt, in 1809, of 8,607,337 dollars, leaving a 
deficiency of 6,070,000 dollars. The public servants on the civil and 
judicial establisliments, the interests of debts, and other ordinary expenses 
of the government, have been paid only in part; and the necessary expenses 
only, such as the army, and some civil expenses, equally important to the 
existence of the state, have been defrayed. 

Tlie assistance afforded by Great Britain amounts to about i£500,000 
per annum ; and the remainder, about £900,000, is a deficiency which 
cannot be made good in Portugal. It is obvious that it becomes more 
probable every day, that this deficiency of revenue will fall upon the 
means allotted for the support of the army. Very lately, His Majesty s 
servants and officers in this country wei-e obliged to consider of means to 
be afforded immediately to enable the Portuguese government to collect 
magazines for the support of their army ; without which, they must have 
disbanded a part of their force, and the whole would have been in a state 
of inefficiency at the moment at which their services would be called for. 

It does not appear to me to be practicable to diminish the expenses, or 
to increase the revenue of the country, or to raise money by loans on its 


own credit. 

In respect to the revenue, I have to observe, that the country^ is so 
much impoverished by the events of late years, and by the emigration of 
the Court to Brazil, that the inhabitants are not able to pay the taxes 
already imposed upon them ; and the produce of the Customs, which was 
formerly the principal branch of the revenue, is almost reduced to 
nothing, owing to the transfer of the Brazil trade from Portugal to 


Great Britain. , . .31 j 

This transfer, if an advantage to Great Britain, as it is evidently anrt 
materially disadvantageous to Portugal, would appear to give to Portugal 
a claim for some assistance in this moment of difficulty, in addition to 
that which the policy of His Majesty has induced hini to afford to the 
government to support their military establishment. Probably a sum ot 
jC 3 O 0 ,OO 0 per annum, in addition to the expense of the increase of pay to 
the officers, to enable the government to defray the expense of forming 
and maintaining the magazines, for the support of tl^eT^tug’ies® > 
or an engagement by the British government to maintain 10,000 addi- 
tional troops, which would cost about £250,000 per leaving the 
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expense of the magazines upon the government, would enable them to 
get through the difficulties of the moment ; hut I am convinced from 
what I have seen of the state of the Portuguese finances, that without 
some assistance of this description, the whole will sooner or later fail ; 
and all the trouble taken, and all the expense hitherto incurred, will have 
been thrown away. 

In respect to the embarkation of the British army in the event of 
failure in the contest which we may expect in Portugal, I have the honor 
to enclose the copies of a correspondence which I have had with Adm. 
Berkeley upon that subject, and I have no doubt that we should he able 
in that casp to embark, and bring away the British army, not including 
the horses of the cavalry and of the artillery 

In respect to these, I would submit to your Lordship, that it should he 
decided that they should not he brought away from the Peninsula. In 
the event of an embarkation after a defeat, it would he impossible to 
bring them away ; and in any other event, if the transports which should 
he employed should be retained only three months in the service, their 
expense for each horse will amount to £30, after deducting the expense 
of transporting the man, for whom provision must still be made, whereas 
the original purchase money of the horse would be only 25 guineas. It 
is true that many of the horses are worth more money j hut others, after 
long service in this country, would be useless in England j and if the 
army should not he forced to embark by adverse circumstances, it is pro- 
bable that the horses would be sold for more than it would cost to take 
them home. 

I would therefore recommend to the government to provide transports 
only for the conveyance of the better horses belonging to officers, which 
could not be replaced without large expense to themselves, or to the 
public. In the event of the evacuation of Portugal by the British army, 
either at the present moment or after a defeat, I am not aware of any 
measures which could he adopted, which would enable the Portuguese 
government to continue to hold the country for the Prince Kegent. 

Although I consider the Portuguese govenunent and army os the prin- 
cipals in the contests for their own independence, and that tire success or 
failure must depend principally upon their own exertions, and the bravery 
of their army, (and I am sanguine in my expectations of both from them, 
when excited by the example of British officers and troops), I have no 
hope of either, if His Majesty should now withdraw his army from the 
Peninsula; or if it should he obliged to evacuate it by defeat. I have no 
doubt that the immediate consequence of withdrawing from the Peninsula 
would be the possession of Lisbon by the enemy, probably without contest, 
and that other consequences would follow, affecting the state of tlie war 
not only in Portugal, but in Spain. 

If, therefore, it should be thought advisable now to withdraw from Poi*- 
tugal ; or if, eventually, the British army should he obliged to withdraw, 
I would recommend to His Majesty’s government to consider of the means 
of carrying away such of the Portuguese officers and troops as should be 
- desirous of emigrating, rather than to continue by them means the contest 
and the defence of Portugal. 
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To tliB Eurl of Liverpool. Badajoz, 14tli Nov. ISOO. 

I wrote to you an ofScial letter this day, in answer to one from Lord 
Castlereagh of the 14th Sept., which will probably satisfy you upon all 
the points referred to by your Lordship in your private letter of the 20th 
Oct. However, as the arrangement of the questions * contained in that 
letter may be more convenient to you than those in Lord Castlereagh’s 
dispatch, to which mine is an answer, which were of a general nature, and 
as every consideration of this interesting subject is desirable, I proceed to 
give you answers to the questions contained in your letter. 

In answer to the first question, my opinion is, that if the Spaniards are 
commonly prudent, if they do not adventure themselves too far forward to 
obtain possession of the capital before the enemy shall receive his rein- 
forcements, and to gain a momentary popularity for the cause, it must be 
a very large reinforcement indeed which would give the enemy the mili- 
tary possession, much large'r that which would lead to the complete subju- 
gation of the country. 

In answer to your second question, my opinion is, that the enemy ought 
to make the possession of Portugal their first object, when their reinforce- 
ments shall arrive in Spain. I do not think they will succeed with an 
army of 10,000, or even of 80,000 men, if they do not make the attack 
for 2 or 3 months, which I believe now to be impossible. I conceive not 
only that they may, but will make the attack before they will subdue tlie 
north of Spain. The centre of Spain, or Old Castille, is already subdued; 
and indeed that country, at all times, in all wais, has been in the possession 
of the army which was strongest, particularly in cavalry. 

In answer to your third question, my opinion is, tliat the enemy have 
neither the means nor the intention of attacking Portugal ot present, and 
that they would be successfully resisted. I am likewise of opinion that when 
they shall receive their reinforcements, they can be successfully resisted. 

You will find a complete answer to your fourth question in my dispatch 
of this date. I am convinced we could embark after defeat. 

I enclose the last weekly state of the army, which will show you its 
strength. Included in the sick and absent are the wounded at Talavera, 
about 1500 in number, and about 1700 convalescents at Lisbon and Elvas, 
which will reduce the number of sick to about 6000 men upon an army of 
about 30,000. We are now, as I believe the whole world is, very sickly; 
but in all times and places the sick list amounts to at least 10 men in the 

* Qaestions put to Lieut. Geu. Vise. Wellington in Lord Liveipool's i»ivate letter of 
tho 2Uth Oct, s 

1st, As diere is ever; reason to believe that peace bos been concluded between France 
and Austria, and that the whole military efforts of France will pi'obably in a short time be 
directed in consequence of tliis event against Spain, what is the chance of these efforts 
IJroviiig successful ; I meau their leading, with pard^ exceptions, to the complete subju- 
gation of the country ? 

2d. Would the French be likely to make a serious attack upon Portugal before they had 
acquired a talerably quiet possession of every part of Spain nortli of the Sierra Morena? 
Are tltey likely to be able to spare on army suflicieut for this purpose, before the north and 
centre of Spain are subdued ? 

Sd. If a serious attack is made by the French upon Portugal, what is at present the pros- 
pect of successful resistance ? 

4th. If resistance is not likely to prove ultimately successful, how thr would the BritlA 
army be endangered, and its embarkation be likely to be prevented, by delaying to withdraw 
it till the French had penetrated in force into Portugal f 



SPAIN. 


SS8 

100, or 3000 upon 30,000 men. In order, therefore, to give us an efficient 
operating army of 30,000 men, you should send us 3000 men soon. We 
ought also to have 1000 men to occupy the castle of Lisbon, and another 
1000 to make up for the deficiency in the return, which will be occasioned 
by the departure of the 23d light dragoons, and probable losses by death 
between this time and the . period in which we shall have the contest, 
making in the whole 35,000 rank and file, besides the prisoners at Tala- 
vera, still in the return. 

I would besides recommend a relief of our bad second battalions. There 
are really many in this army that are quite unfit for service in respect to 
composition and discipline ; and they, as well as the old regiments, are 
made worse by the constant change of the officers. At this moment, there 
are not less than 60 officers quitting the battalions in this army, with which 
they have served and have acquired some experience, to join other batta- 
lions of the same regiment in some other part of the world. The worst of 
this arrangement is, that the officers who go are the oldest, and probably 
the best of their respective mnks ; and they are replaced by others, with- 
out experience, who have no knowledge of their men or of their duty, or 
of the orders and regulations of this army, and the whole must be taught 
to them ; and it is not less expensive to the public than it is prejudicial to 
the service, as the travelling expenses of each of these officers to and from 
their battalions are paid by the public. 

It is besides very necessary that some effectual measures should be 
taken to increase the Medical staff, not with gentlemen of rank, but with 
hospital mates. The duty of the general hospitals in eveiy active army 
ought to be done by the general Medical staff, and the regiments ought to 
have their surgeons and assistants entirely disengaged for any extraordi- 
nary event or sickness that may occur. We have not now one surgeon or 
assistant with each regiment, instead of three, the others being employed 
in the hospitals instead of hospital mates, and we have always been equally 
deficient. Indeed, one of the reasons which induced me to cross the 
Tagus on the 4th Aug., instead of attacking Soult, was the want of sur- 
geons with the army, all being employed with the hospitals, and there 
being scarcely one for each brigade ; and if we had bad an action, we 
should not have been able to dress our wounded. 

I entirely concur with you, and wish you every success in the measures 
you are taking for forming a government, and I hope you will not allow 
yourself to be diverted from them by any circumstances whatever. If 
you are beaten you cannot help it, but do not give up unnecessarily. 

To Brig. Gen. Cox, Governor of Almeida. Badajoz, 15th Nov. 1809. 

I have received your letter of ‘the 8th inst., for which I am much obliged 
to you. I have spoken to the Commissary Gen. respecting Mr. Cooper, 
and have desired him to direct that gentleman, with your permission, to 
construct temporary storehouses to cover our stores and provisions at 
Almeida. It wiU not answer to leave them ki the open villages. 

To Msnhal Bvresfonl. Badajoz, ISUi Nov. 1809, 

I returned here on the Sunday, and received yesterday your letters of 
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the Qth, 10th, and 11th. I had before received that which you wrote to 
me on the 31st Oct. 

I have no doubt that Buonaparte has come to some kind of an arrange- 
ment with Austria ; but I suspect, from tho mode in which it has been 
announced, and from the speech of tlie Arch Chancellor to the Senate, 
on the 22d Oct., of which I have seen an extract, received through Cata- 
lonia, that the arrangement is not of a permanent nature; at all events 
we must go on with every thing as if it was permanent, and matters are so 
proceeding. 

I wish you could see a dispatch which I have written to Lord Liverpool, 
which I send to Mr. ‘Villiers to be transmitted to England by the packet 
which ought to sail on Sunday. 

There is no doubt diat you must have the power of approving the sen- 
tences of Courts Martial exclusively in your hands, and you should so 
settle before you quit Lisbon. 

I order Lieut. Pigot, 5th regt., and Ensign Elgie of the Qlth regt., 
and Ensign Power, 97th regt., to place themselves under your orders. I 
shall recommend Mr. J. Bereaford Dunlop for an ensigncy. 

The rule in the British array is, that officers allowed by the Commander 
in Chief to serve with any General officer, as extra aides de camp, receive 
bfi,t and forage ; those serving in that situation, without his permission, do 
not receive it. I have one of this description in my family. Is Capt. 
— — your aide de camp, by permission of the Commander in Chief P 

I do not know what to say to Capt. Arentschildt’s claim. According to 
the principle laid down, and the practice, he ought to receive his pay and 
British allowances, and the pay of his Portuguese rank, and no more. I 
suppose Sir J. Cradock gave him 10s. a day when he employed him at 
Oporto, and I do not know how Capt. Dickson comes to have received 
this allowance ; but it is obvious that it is extra, and that it cannot be 
granted without a deviation from the principle fixed for all others. 

In respect to Gen. Hamilton, his case is one deserving serious considera- 
tion ; and if you continue to wish to make him a Lieut. General, I must 
refer it home. I think that you have mistaken the case. A General 
officer comes out appointed by the Commander in Chief in England to 
serve in Portugal with the Portuguese troops, in a certain rank, with the 
British pay and allowances of that rank. An officer of the Line comes to 
serve with one step of Portuguese advanced rank, with the Portuguese 
pay of that advanced rank, and the British pay of his British commis- 
sion. .So far as to the pay'; if you promote Gen. Hamilton to be Lieut. 
Gen. in the Portuguese service, you must give him British Lieut Gene- 
ral’s pay and allowances, or you will deviate from the rule laid down for 
General officers. 

But this is not the only objection that I have to your proposal. You do 
not appear to me to advert to tire great difficulties under which we shall 
labor in consequence of the advanced rank of the British officers in the Por- 
tuguese service when the 2 armies shall come to act togetlier, which must 
be done, if the Portuguese army is to render any service. You do not 
recollect the difficulty I had even with your own advanced rank, certainly 
occasioned by misconceptions and prejudices ; but still it existed, and will 
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exist in a still stronger degree, at a most critical moment, in relation to 
Gen. Hamilton’s rank, if he is now to be taken from the bottom of the 
list of Major Generals to be made a Portuguese Lieut. General, and in that 
capacity to command all the Major Generals in the British service serving 
with this, or in the same army. You also forget the motives which 
induced you and me to agree that I should recommend Gen. Hamilton to 
be a Major General in Portugal, viz. ; that he was at the top of the list of 
Colonels, and that there was nobody in this army who could object to his 
promotion. Pray look how many there are who will object to his promo- 
tion to be a Lieut. General. 

If, however, after perusing this letter, you should still be desirous that 
the promotion should be made, I will send it home to England, to have 
him appointed to be a Lieut. General to serve with the Portuguese troops, 
in the same manner as he was appointed a Major General to serve with 
those troops ; but I must at the same time state my reasons for thinking 
the appointment inexpedient. 

I understand that the Duque del Pai'que has retired to the mountains, 
and had his head quarters at Bejar on the 8th. 

I have ordered a General Court Martial to assemble at Lisbon for 
the trial of your servant. You have not sent a crime against him, or 
his name, or the list of evidences j hut I shall endeavor to make out 
a crime, and to recollect his name, and the whole shall go up with this 
letter. 

Have you heard at Lisbon of a naval victory in the Mediterranean ? 
We hear of it from Catalonia, and I think the report is well founded. We 
also hear that the siege of Gerona is raised, which I believe to be true, and 
that this event is connected with the naval victory. The object of the 
French fleet was certainly to relieve Barcelona ; and it is probable that, 
having failed in that object, they think it preferable to employ Augereau’s 
army in the relief, even at the risk of losing the immediate possession of 
Gerona, to losing Barcelona. 

P.S. Madame Fortunati d’Elvas has begged me to apply to you to appoint 
her son, Antonio d’Aguilar, an officer ; he has been 7 years a cadet in the 
8th legt. of cavalry, and always doing duty with his regiment. 

To the Junta of Eatiemadura. Badnjnz, ISth Nor. 1800. 

The Commissary Gen. of the British army, Mr. Murray, has communi- 
cated to me a correspondence which he has had with you relating to sup- 
plies for the British army, and to orders which have been issued in the 
different villages to prevent the sale of supplies to the British Commis- 
saries who have been sent to purchase ; copies of which orders have been 
communicated to you, I have already had occasion to explain to you my 
sentiments and intentions upon this subject. Spain is cither unable or 
unwilling to furnish supplies of provisions and forage, on payment, for the 
armies necessary for her defence j and as in either case it is impossible for 
me to risk the existence of His Majesty’s army, in a country so situated, I 
announce to you, therefore, my intention, upon the first failure of these 
supplies, which are necessary for them, to remove the troops into a country 
in wliich I know they will be supplied. 
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To Bari. Prerc, Esq.*' Badiijoz, ISfli Nov. 1809, 

I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have received from Marshal 
Beresford, in answer to that part of Don M. de Garay’s note of the 3d 
Oct., which relates to the Portuguese troops, while lately in Spain. I beg 
leave to recommend that you should transmit this paper to Lord Wellesley. 

I have received information that orders have been given in tlie villages 
in this province, to prevent the sale of forage and provisions to the British 
Commissaries employed to purchase those articles for the use of the British 
army ; and tlie Commissary Gen. has informed me that he apprehends 
an immediate scarcity on this account, and that the Junta of Estremadura 
have omitted to adopt any of the measures which he has proposed, to pre- 
vent the evil effects of the orders to which I have above referred, or to 
relieve him from the apprehension which he entertains of a scarcity of 
supplies. I have therefore this day addressed a letter to the Junta, of 
which I enclose a copy, which I request you to lay before the government, 
and to inform them thafl shall be under tlie necessity of drawing nearer 
to my magazines, if there should he any failure of supplies in this part of 
the country. 

To Bart. Frere, Esq. Badajoz, IStli Nov. 1809. 

I am much obliged to you for your letter of the 12th, and the intelli- 
gence which it contains. I give credit to tlie report of the naval victory, 
as well as to another report in circulation here, that the siege of Gerona is 
raised, and I think that the fact wliich it states is connected with the naval 
victory. The French fleet having been directed to relieve Barcelona, it is 
probable that the army of the siege of Gerona is now destined for the 
same purpose, the fleet having failed. 


TkeA.O. to Col, Ptacooke, Lisbon. 1 5th Nov. 1800. 

Enclosed, I have the honor of transmitting to you 2 certificates of ill health ; and 
I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to desire that you will be pleased 
to oi-der a Medical board to assemble at Lisbon for the purpose of examining and 
of renorting upon the state of health of the officers therein mentioned. You will 
be pleased to transmit me the proceedings of the Board. 

To Harshal Beresford. Badajoz, 16fh Nov. 1809. 

I have ordered the Genera] Court Martial for the trial of — — , your 
servant ; but we ought to have here his crime, which should be signed by 
the Adj. Gen., and sent back from hence to the President of the Court 
Martial. This ceremony, which ought to be gone through, would delay 
the meeting of the Court probably till Wednesday, which might he incon- 
venient to you ; and if that should he the case, I have desired that the 
to\vn Major should sign the crime, and send it to the President or Judge 
Advocate, and the trial shall commence on Monday. It is desirable, how- 

* On the departure of Marquis Wellesley, and previous to the arrival of his successor, 
the Hon. H. W ellesley , as Ambassador to the Court of Spain, Hr. Bart. Frere was appointed 
and acted as Minister Plenipotentiary. 


O, BadojoZ) 16 ih Nov- 180 B. 

8. The Commander of the Forces requests the officers commanding regiments will take 
care that the officers who have lately joined this army, are mode acquainted witli all the 
G. 0. which have at different times lieeii given out. 
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ever, that if not very inconvenient to you, I should see the crime, and that 
the Adj. Gen. should sign it before ■ is tried upon it. 

The Duque del Pai-que is in the Puerto de Banos with his whole force, 
and the frontier of Portugal is open j and the enemy’s corps in Old Castille 
consists, as the Duque reports, of 36,000 men. I think that this does not 
signify, and that the enemy can at present do nothing; hut probably it 
might be well to put your corps on the frontier on tlieir guard. 

To the Rt. Hon. the Gommandei in Chief, Badajnz, 16th Nor. 1309. 

I have availed myself of the presence of Col. Pakenham, of the Itli 
Fusiliers, in this country, to employ him as an assistant in the department 
of the Adj. Gen. ; and he is now doing the duty of that department, in 
consequence of the absence of Brig. Gen. the Hon. C. Stewart, for the 
recovery of his health. As the office of D. A. G. has never been filled 
up, and as Col. Pakenham is the senior of all the officers doing duty in 
the department, ajid is well qualified for it, I heg leave to recommend 
him to be appointed D. A. G. 

To the Rt. Hon, the Commander in Chief. Badajoz, 1 6th Nor, 1300. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have received from the In- 
spector of hospitals with this army, and a list of promotions in the Medical 
department, which he has recommended, and of which I have approved. 

I heg leave to observe, however, that although I believe these promo- 
tions are well merited, and tliat it is necessary to make them, that which 
this army wants, principally, is an additional number of hospital mates. 
There is not a sufficient number of officers of this description to do the 
duties of the General hospitals; the regimental surgeons and their 
assistants are therefore necessarily employed in the General hospitals; 
and the regiments are not attended as they ought to be at all times, but 
particularly at this season, on service, by the due and regular proportion 
of regimental Medical staff. 


To Lieut, Col. Torrens, Mil, Seo, Badajoz, IGth Nov, 1809. 

Having received certain information of the death of Lieut, Col, Do- 
nellan, of the 48th regt,, on the 1st Sept., at Talavera, I have to request 
that you will again submit to the favorable consideration of the Com- 
mander in Chief my strongest recommendation of Major Middlemoro to 
succeed to the Lieut. Colonelcy of the 48th regt.* 

I also bog leave to request’ that the promotion may he given in that 
regiment, as recommended in Major Middlemore’s letter, which 1 had the 
honor to transmit on the 26th Sept. I also heg to recommend Mr. Martin 
Lima to succeed to the vacant Ensigney, from the date of Lieut. Col. 
Donellan's death, as Mr. Lima had been gazetted in the 61st regt., which 
appointment was done away in consequence of the circumstances attending 
the death of Capt. Scott, whose succession was not allowed to he given in 
the 6l8t regt. 


• See page 378. 
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To the Adj. Qqo. of the Forces. Badajoz, 16th KTov. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 23d Oct., an- 
nouncing the arrival of remount horses for the cavalry in this country, 
and I shall make tlie heat arrangements in my power to have men at 
Lisbon, belonging to each of the regiments, to take care of the horses on 
their arrival. So large a proportion of the men of the dragoons, however, 
are now sick, and so many of the horses of each of the regiments are still 
unfit for service, that I fear that I shall reduce the effective cavalry of the 
army lower than it ought to be, unless I should retain in Portugal, to take 
care of those horses on their arrival, a part, at least, of the 23d dragoons. 

I propose, therefore, to detain a detachment of the 23d dragoons, from 
which regiment the horses have been drafted, according to the orders of 
the Commander in Chief j sending home the greater part of the officers 
and men of that regiment immediately ; and I shall send home the remain- 
der as soon as the other regiments of cavalry shall have so far recovered 
from the sickness which now prevails in the army, as to enable them, with- 
out reducing the numbers of effective cavalry, to take charge of them all. 

I understand from Lieut. Gen. Payne that there are many men in the 
23d dragoons who are desirous of volunteering their services into the 
other regiments, and I shall be much obliged to you if you will let me 
know whether the Commander in Chief will permit me to allow them to 
be transferred to the regiments of cavalry with their own consent. 
Lieut. Gen. Payne has reported to me that ail the regiments are in want 
of horse appointments j and I beg leave that the Colonels may be directed 
to send out 50 sets of horse appointments for each of the regiments with- 
out loss of time. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Badajoz, ISih Nov. 1809. 

I have the honor to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, the 
returns of the stores and provisions remaining in His Majesty’s magazines 
in Portugal on the Ist Nov. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Badajoz, 1 6th Nov. 1809. 

The corps which had been defeated by the Duque del Parque at 
Tamames having been joined by the corps under the command of Gen. 
Kellermann, which had been for a considerable time at Valladolid, and 
other reinforcements having been sent from New Castille and Estrema- 
dura through the Puerto del Pico, the Duque del Parque retired from 
Salamanca in the beginning of tliis month, and on the 8th his head quarters 
were at Bejar, at the entrance of the Puerto de Banos, which pass was 
occupied by the troops under his command. The enemy’s troops in Old 
Castille, supposed to amount to 36,000 men, are under the command of 
Marshal Mortier. 

Since I wrote to Lord Castlereagh on the 3l8t Oct., the Spanish army 
under Gen. Areyzaga, which was at that time at La Carolina, has moved 
forward into La Mancha; and on the 10th inst., the date of the last 
accounts which I have received of their operations, their head quarters 
were at Los dos Barrios, not far from Ocafia, at which place there was a 
French corps under Sebastiani ; and there was another French corps under 
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Marshal Victor at Yevenes, between Toledo and Coneuegra. The Spanish 
array under Gen. Areyzaga will probably have fought a general action 
before this time. 

The Spanish troops still remaining in Estremadura have been placed 
under the command of the Duque de Alburquerque. 

To Brig. Gen. R. Ctaafurd. Bndajoz, 17th Nov. 1809. 

I delayed answering your letters of the 3d Nov. till I should have an 
opportunity of considering with Murray our long list of oflScers in the 
Q. M. G. department; and the result of our consideration is, to tell 
you that I am happy to have it in my power to appoint Capt. W. 
Campbell to be an Assistant, and that he shall be attached to the 3d divi- 
sion of infantry. 

I have desired the Commissary Gen. to provide the palliasses for the 
hospital, according to your desire. He has spoken to the Commissary of 
your division upon the subject this morning, and has directed him to pay 
for them. I shall be much obliged to you if you will give him every 
assistance in your power to get them made. 

I had not time before I went to Lisbon to see the troops of your divi- 
sion ; and if not inconvenient to you, I shall go over to-morrow to Campo 
Maior for that purpose. I shall be there at 9 o’clock. I must, however, 
return here to dinner. 

To Bart. Freio, Eiq. Badajoz, 17th Nov. 1809. 

I have received your letters of the 13th and 14th inst., for which I am 
much obliged to you. 

I do not understand the Duque’s retreat from his position. He never 
apprised me of it. It is very desirable that Alava, and Whittingham as 
soon as he is able, should be sent to the Duque de Alburquerque, who, 
although he does not want spirit, is deficient in other qualifications for a 
commander, which his confidence in those ofScers can alone supply. 

I am most anxious about Areyzaga’s corps, the fate of which must be 
decided before this time. If he should fail, the situation of the Duque 
del Parque wUl become critical. I have put Marshal Beresford upon his 
guard respecting tlie frontier of Portugal, into which, however, the enemy 
will not attempt to penetrate till he shall be reipforced. 

P.S. I shall be much obliged to you, when Col. Elley shall pass through 
Seville, if you will use your influence with the government that he may 
be allowed to look at the mares which I understand have been collected, 
190 in number, for the British army. 

To hieut. Col. Roclie. Barlajoz, 19th Nov. 1809. 

I have received your several letters to the 13th, and I am much obliged 
to you for them. Matters are in a critical situation in your quarter, and I 
wish that they may turn out well ; but that does not appear very probable. 

I do not understand how Gen. Areyzaga could think that I was to co- 
operate with him. I can co-operate in nothing of which I have no know- 
ledge, or, indeed, I might say, which is not concerted with me; but not 
only was this plan not concerted witli me (if there ever was any plan 
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at all), but the whole system on which it is founded and proceeds is 
known to be directly contrary to my opinion, and the advice I have re- 
peatedly given. 

To Bait. Fiere, Esq. Badajoz, lOth Nov. 1809. 

I have received your letters of the 15th and llth. It appears to me, 
that Areyzaga’s corps is in a very critical situation. I fear it must be 
defeated, and if it should be defeated, the Buque del Parque and the 
Duque de Alburquerque will be lost. You will observe, that there is in 
Old Castille a superior enemy’s corps, which has obliged the Duque del 
Parque to retire to the mountains, and his head quarters were at Bejar on 
the 11th. The go-vernmcnt have now ordered him to move into the valley 
of the Tagus, there to join the Duque de Alburquerque, who is to cross 
the Tagus, and the united armies are to move to Talavera. 

It is not necessary to advert to the "period in which this movement will 
be made, as a diversion in favor of Areyzaga ; but I beg you to observe, 
that the Duque del Parque, when joined with the Duque de Alburquerque 
at Talavera, will be in relation to the enemy, and to Areyzaga, precisely 
in the situation in which the combined armies under Cuesta and myself 
were in the beginning of August, in relation to the enemy and to Ve- 
negas ; with this difference, that at that time Venegas could have crossed 
the Tagus at a ford at Fuentiduena, and Areyzaga, I am afraid, cannot do 
so now j and the Duque del Parque has not gained a victory, and is not 
half so strong as we were. 

I think it possible, and indeed probable, that the enemy’s troops in Old 
Castille may pass thi'ough the mountains at the Puerto del Pico, instead 
of at the Puerto de Banos. If they do, the Duque del Parque may be 
able to retire with great difficulty by the bridge of Arzobispo. In a view 
of his retreat, which I consider inevitable, unless Areyzaga should defeat 
the enemy .now opposed to him, and should obtain possession of Madrid, 
which is very improbable, I have spoken to the General here respecting 
the bridge of Almaraz. He tells me that they have no money, even to 
commence the equipment of itj that they want certain articles, such as 
rope, &c., which they can get only from Seville ; that the government 
are av/are of these wants ; and that if they had every thing required, a 
week would elapse before the bridge could be ready ; and 1 know that it 
would take another week for the bridge to reach the point in the river at 
which it ought to be placed. I believe, however, that they have some 
6 or 8 boats in readiness, and I mean to urge the General to have them 
sent off, so that the Duque del Parque may have the means of construct- 
ing a flying bridge, and may have that road in some degree open to him, 
if he should have it in his power to take it. 

I consider the affairs of Spain to be at this moment in a worse situation 
than I have yet known them to be. The Duque del Parque is in the 
greatest danger ; at all events, he will scarcely be able to return to Cas- 
tille, but I believe that that is not intended. It is impossible for me to 
do any thing for their relief, supposing there were means of subsisting 
such bodies of troops os will be in the valley of the Tagus, and other 
circumstances should occur in inducing me to think it expedient to join 
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the Duque del Parque and the Duque de Alburquerque. I have no 
means of crossing the Tagus excepting at Arzobispo ; the road to which 
bridge, at this season of the year, is scarcely practicable for an army j 
and it is more than probable that, if I should attempt it, I should lose my 
equipment. If I were to move towards Truxillo in order to be at hand 
to give them assistance, I fear that I should embarrass them by the con- 
sumption of provisions, more than I should have it in my power to aid 
them. But even this movement to Truxillo is not provided for in any 
manner. Upon these points I shall write to you officially in answer to 
Don F. de Saavedra. 

In answer to your letter of the 15 th, I have to observe, that I tnow of 
no reason that Gen. Areyzaga had for saying that the British army would 
co-operate with him. I think it most probable, that on the 10th he began 
to discover the difficulties of his situation, which could only be aggra- 
vated by his continuing to advance ; that he therefore determined not to 
advance ; and that he gave out to his army our expected co-operation as 
the reason for the discontinuance of his advance. 

I agree entirely in opinion with you, that it is desirable tliat we should 
have the means of knowing exactly what is passing in Catalonia ; and that 
it is desirable that some English officers should be sent there without delay ; 
and that you could not make a better selection than Major Campbell of 
the artillery. But I would suggest to you that Catalonia is Gen. Doyle’s 
station, and that it might interfere with Lord Wellesley’s plans and in- 
structions, if you were to send another officer to that quarter. I would 
therefore recommend to you to send Gen. Doyle, with such instructions 
as you may think proper to give him. These officers were formerly under 
ray directions, having been sent out under orders from the Sec. of State 
for the War department. But when Lord Wellesley arrived, he brought 
orders with him for them to report to him, and since that time I have had 
no communication with any of them, excepting Col. Roche. 

I have had no letter whatever from the Duque de Alburquerque, but I 
hear that he has moved towards the bridge of Arzobispo. 

Since writing the above, I have received your second letter of tlie 1 5th 
by the hand of Capt. Silvertop. 1 am convinced that the Marques de la 
Romana never gave any assurance to Areyzaga of the nature described 
in Col. Roche’s letter of the 11th. Indeed, it appeared to me that the 
Marques de la Romana did not approve of Areyzaga’s movement more 
than I did. 

I do not know Col. , and cannot recommend him to the govern- 

ment for employment. Generally speaking, it is desirable that the Spanish 
government should not employ British officers without the consent of the 
King, and as (between ourselves) I have not heai-d a very good character 
of this Colonel, I cqnsider it desirable that you should ratlier discourage 
them from employing him. 

To Bait Frete, Esq. Badajoz, 10th Nov. 1809. 

I received last night your letter of the llth inst., containing the copy 
of Don F. de Saavedra’s note of the 16th, addressed to you, in which he 
has required the co-operation of the British army with the troops under 
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the Duque del Parque, ordered on the same day to break up from Bejar, 
and to march into Estreraadura to form a junction with those under the 
Duque de Alburquerque, likewise ordered to cross the Tagus ; when both 
corps are to advance to Talavera de la Reyna, and there endeavor to create 
a diversion in favor of the Spanish corps under Gen. Areyzaga, now in 
La Mancha. 

The intelligence received from La Mancha, of as late a date as the 13th 
of this month, would tend to point out the inutility of these movements 
as a diversion in favor of Gen. Areyzaga, who at that time was one fort- 
night at least in advance of the Duque del Parque. This officer cannot 
receive his orders until the 19th, and will not be at Talavera till the 25th 
or 26th. If at that moment Gen. Areyzaga should have been defeated, 
or if he should have been thrown on die defensive, or if he should have 
been checked by the difficulty of crossing the Tagus at this season of the 
year, the corps assembled at Talavera, whicli it is reasonable to suppose 
will be followed from Old Castille by the enemy’s troops, that were already 
superior in that quarter, and were supposed by the Duque del Parque to 
amount to 36,000 men, will be in a situation of imminent danger, from 
which it can be extricated only by an immediate and well-concerted retreat 
across the Tagus. 

I should naturally wish to avoid being concerned in these operations, 
which not only have not originated in any plan concerted widi me, but 
are decidedly contrary to the opinion I have invariably given since I was 
obliged to retire with the British army after a victory, from being in- 
volved in a situation nearly similar to that in which the Duque del Parque 
will find himself. Tliese operations are, I believe, the result of no fixed 
plan, but the consequence of an operation imprudently commenced by one 
corps, to endeavor to extricate which corps from its difficulties, the whole 
will now be in a state of imminent risk ; and I feel so strongly the situa- 
tion in which all tliese troops are involved, that if there were any means 
prepared to enable the army under my command to cross the Tagus ; 
and if there was the most distant chance that I should be able to subsist 
the army while engaged in this expedition, I should immediately put it in 
motion to endeavor to save the troojw of our allies. You are, however, 
aware of the difficulty which the Duque de Alburquerque, and before 
him Gen. Bassecourt, experienced in procuring subsistence for a few 
thousand men on the left bank of the Tagus ; and you will conceive how 
much the difficulty and distress will have been increased on the right 
bank, the country being exhausted in a still greater degree, tlie army 
being more numerous, and no arrangements whatever having been made 
to collect magazines for their support, or • to supply the deficiencies of 
provisions in the country. I am at the same time convinced, that nothing 
that I could do could prevent the necessity of a retreat ; and I beg to refer 
you to my dispatches to Lord Wellesley (No. 17), dated Merida, 1st Sept, 
for the detail of my opinion of all plans of co-operation between a corps 
in La Mancha and troops in Estremadura. 

These dispatches, and the accounts of the situation of the combined 
aimies in the beginning of August, will point out to you more clearly the 
grounds of this conviction, which induces me to think that I should rather 
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increase than diminish the embarrassments of the Spanish troops, if I were 
to approach them. I beg you, therefore, to inform Don F. de Saavedra 
that I do not think it expedient to move tlie British army upon this occa- 
sion. With respect to the blame that will be transferred to us for the 
misfortunes which there is reason to apprehend will be the result of these 
operations, I am too much accustomed to receive blame for the actions of 
others to feel much concern upon the subject, and I can only endeavor 
not to deserve any for my own. 

Ths A.O. io the officer ammg. — regt, 19th Nov. 1809. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to put you in possession of the 
annexed papers, forwarded by Lieut. Col. , of the 2dbatt. — regt., represent- 

ing the unparalleled proceedings of an oiScer of your corps. His Lordship has 
commanded me, in explicit terms, to state, that in his life he never perused a more 
insulting, more imgentlemanlilie, or a more unprovoked letter than that addressed 

by Lieut. to Capt. — — , whilst it appears the former was under arrest for 

another olTeiice at the very time he committed that at present submitted to con- 
sideration. Yon are, as officer commanding the — regt., to give the within letter 

of Col. — — and a copy of his own letter to Lieut. for perusal, in order that 

he may reflect on hie past conduct. Call on Lieut to deliver into your hands 

a written acknowledgment of his ofience towards Capt. , in which he will 

solicit the pardon of that officer : this apology, it is to be understood, will be made 

public, y oil will give Lieut. one hour to comply with this desire ; and in the 

event of hie declining so to do, you are to put that officer under close arrest 

Th A.G, to Brig. Gin, Baron Low, K.G.L. 19th Nov. 1809. 

In acknowledging the honor of your letter of the 18th hist, which has been sub- 
mitted to the Commander of tlie iWes, I am to request you will give instructions 

for the suspension of Lieut. ’s pay, if possible, from the period of his absence 

till fhrtlier orders. I am further commanded to order a Medical hoard to inspect 
that officer, and have instructed Col. Feacocke, who commands at Lisbon, that in 

the event of Lieut. 's proving ill, he is to require him to keep his house j on 

the other hand, sliould tliat officer appear to be in health. Col. Feacocke is to order 
him in close arrest, and send him to the army for absenting himself from duty 
without just cause. These, my directions, 1 have been particularly instructed to 
communicate to you. 

To Maishol Bercsfbtd. Badiijoz, 20th Nov. 1809. 

I enclose a letter from the magistrates at Coclavin, with the copy of a 
receipt given for shirts by an officer of Idle Legion. I shall be obliged to 
you if you will take measures to have the money paid for these shirts, 
which I conclude has been stopped from the men. I believe that the 
money had better he paid to our Commissary Gen. at Lisbon. 

Areyzaga has been brought to a stand in La Mancha ; he marched to 
Los dos Barrios on the 9th, about a league from Ocaiia. I believe he lost 
2 pieces of cannon in an attack he made upon a French corps at Ocana. 
He remained at Los dos Barrios 3 days, and marched on the 13th to his 
right, towai'ds Zarza. 

The government have begun to take the alarm, and have, in a letter of 
the^ 16th from Seville, ordered tlie Duque del Parque, who was still at 
Bejar on the 11th, to pass the mountains into Estremadura, and join the 
Duque de Alburquerque at Talavera ; who is likewise ordered to cross 
the Tagus. At Talavera their united armies are to create a diversion for 
Areyzaga. He was in danger on the 13th, and they may arrive at the place 
m which they may draw the enemy’s attention, on the 26th or 21th 1 1 1 
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The French, in the mean time, are collecting all their force in New 
Castille and Estremadura, to fall upon Areyzaga ; and they have, besides 
36,000 men in Old Castille, with which they had overpowered the Duqne 
del Parque, and had obliged him to retire to Bejar. The Duque del 
Parque and the Duque de Alburquerque, when they shall arrive in Estre- 
madura, as they will certainly he followed by the enemy from Old Cas- 
tille, will be precisely in the situation in which I was in the beginning of 
August ; and must retire if they can. They will have the troops of the 
left of the French army in their front, and those of the right in their rear ; 
and ten to one they are lost. This will be the case, if Areyzaga should be 
defeated between the 13th and 26th ; or even if the state of the Tagus, in 
this season of the year, and the destruction of the bridges by the enemy 
should stop him ; or if he should by any cause be thrown upon the defen- 
sive, nothing can save these two corps hut a victory by Areyzaga, and the 
possession of Madrid ; which are the most improbable of events. Thus 
you see how matters stand in Spain ; the government had literally no plan, 
excepting to tirge or allow Areyzaga to ‘ bitscar el enemigo and tlien, 
when they found he was in a scrape, they go near to lose all, that they 
may say that they endeavored to save him. 

They have written to me to desire I will move, but they have no means 
prepared for me to cross the Tagus ; no means of subsistence forward 
from thence ; no magazine formed, or preparation made of any descrip- 
tion. I would try to save the destruction of every thing if there were 
any means of subsistence forward ; but there are none ; and I should only 
add to their distress by the additional consumption of provisions. In what- 
ever way these circumstances turn, whether the Duque del Parque be 
destroyed, or eifect his retreat across the Tagus, it is very obvious we shall 
be much affected by them in Portugal. 

It is probable that as soon as the Duque’s corps are disposed of, the 
enemy will turn his attention to Ciudad Bodrigo, and the frontiers of 
Portugal. I intend, therefore, in a few days, that is to say, as soon as I 
can disembarrass the advanced divisions of the army of their sick, which 
I have begun, to put the army in march to cross the Tagus. I think I 
shall leave one division upon the Tagus ; for if the Duque del Parque 
and the Duque de Alburquerque are destroyed, which is not unlikely, 
and, indeed, is pretty certain, unless the enemy should enter Estremadura 
by the Puerto del Pico, instead of by the Puerto de Baiios, we must expect 
that the enemy will immediately cross the Tagus, and we must make our 
arrangements for the defence of Portugal, according to the plan we settled 
when I was at Lisbon, to be adopted when the enemy’s reinforcements 
should arrive in Spain. In respect to the remainder of the army, I should 
put the right in Guarda, and the left towards Viseu, and your troops 
might be in second line behind us. 

Murray will write to D’Urban * more fully, as well upon this disposi- 
tion as upon the route that the army will take, which it probably might 
be necessary to clear a little for us. 

P.S. Pray make Villiers acquainted with the contents of this letter. 


* Gen. Sir B. D’Urban, G.C.B., then the Q.M.G. of the Portuguese army. 
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To Vico Adm. tlie Hon. G. Berkeley. Bodaj'oz, 20th Nor. 1 809. 

■ I shall be very much obliged to you if you will be so kind as to give 
directions that transports may be prepared to convey to England, as soon 
as they may be ready to be embarked, a detachment of tlie 23d light 
dragoons, with officers, horses, &c. ; of the exact strength of which, the 
A.Q.M.G. at Lisbon will acquaint your secretary. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villieia. Badajoz, 20th Nov. 1800. 

In reference to the conversation which I had with you and Marshal 
Eeresford, relative to the situations of Lieut. Col. Cox and Lieut. Col. 
Trant, and the expenses incurred by those officers in the command of 
Almeida and Oporto respectively, I beg leave to recommend that the staff 
pay of each should be made equal to that of a Brigadier General in the 
British service ; and that you should pay each of them such a sum as, in 
addition to the pay they receive from the Portuguese government, will 
make up the pay and allowances of a British Brigadier General. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiera. Badajoz, 20th Nor. 1800, 

The enclosures in my dispatches to England, relative to the French 
fleet, will have relieved you from any anxiety respecting its operations. 
I understand that all which came out have either been taken or destroyed.* 
I consider it very desirable, however, to put the Bugio in a proper state 
of repair ; and I am very glad that this work has been thought of, and 
that the repairs wiU be effected. We must, however, have a small guard 
in the tower as soon as it shall be in a state of repair, upon wliich subject 
I shall write to Col. Peacocke. 

I am concerned to hear that the rule respecting the packets cannot be 
adhered to. It is most convenient to the army and to my public business ; 
and I acknowledge that I do not see the necessity of breaking through a 
rule to send off a packet every Sunday, if there should be one in the 
Tagus, because it is necessary at this moment to send away 2 or 3 to- 
gether) in order that there may be packets on tlm other aide of the water. 
However, it is no business of mine, and I shall accommodate myself to 
any plan that may be adopted. 

In respect to the Talavera club, before I consent to belong to it, I must 
see who are the society ; and possibly it might be well to look a little into 
the character of those who constituted it at Lisbon. If the officers who 
first went down to Lisbon from the army, they are people who ought not 
to be countenanced on any account, as they in fact deserted ; and each of 
them, as he comes up, is in ai'rest, and he is obliged to give an account of 
himself. 

I do not know what to think of the Peace. At first, upon a misrepre* 
sentation, or rather a misconception, of the meaning of the Monitmr of 
the 22d Oct., by a Spanish agent on the Aontiers of France, I thought 
the account was not true. Upon seeing the paper in question, I do not 

* Tbiee sail of flte line and a frigate were driven ashore between Cette and Bronlignan, 
on the 23d Oct. 1809, by the advanced squadron under Rear Admiral, now Sir G. alat* 
tin, G.C.B. 
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think there is more reason to douht of the peace with Austria, than there 
is to doubt the truth of any of the transactions mentioned in the Monit&ir. 
Buonaparte may be sick, and it will certainly take some time before he 
can reinforce Iris armies in Spain to any large extent. I know there is 
great discontent in the French army, and I also know that if the officers 
choose to hare any communication with us, means and opportunities are 
not wanting ; and if they do not make use of them, I must be convinced 
that they do not choose to communicate upon that subject, and to touch 
upon it would only do more harm than good. If an opening should be 
made by them, you may depend upon it that I shall avail myself of it. 

I refer you to my letter of this date to Beresford for information on 
the state of the military operations. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. O. BerkeUy. Badajoz, 20th Nov. 1809. 

The news which I sent to Mr. Villiers on Thursday, of which you pro- 
bably may have received still further details, will have relieved you from 
the anxiety you felt respecting the Toulon fleet. But at all events, I am 
glad you have adverted to the state of the tower of Bugio, upon which I 
had already spoken to Col. Fletcher, and which must be put in order. 

I am concerned that you should meet with any difficulties with the 
Portuguese officers in effecting any measures for the public service ; but 
I hope when Dom M. Forjaz shall understand what is required, and for 
what object, tliat he will enforce your wishes. We must, however, have 
matters put on such a footing, as that we shall have no difficulties when 
the moment of contest shall arrive. 

Plan for removing the sick from the out stations of the Army to the Homital stations at 

Blvas and Estremoz, sent to Dr. Franck, Inspector of Hospitals, to the Commissary Ge- 
neral, and to the ofiScers commanding at Elvas and Estremoz. 

Badajoz, 30tb Nov. 1809. 

50 men, of such coses as the medical gentlemen at Elvas shall conceive 
can be moved with least injury, to be sent to Estremoz every third day, 
till 250 shall have been sent. 50 men to be sent to Elvas daily from the 
regimental hospitals of the corps at Badajoz, Talavera, Lobon, and Montijo, 
till 400 shall have been sent. 

The sick at Talavera, Lobon, and Montijo, to be brought the first day 
to Badajoz, where preparations will be made for their reception, and the 
next day to Elvas. The Commissary Gen. is to send 10 covered carts to 
Elvas this day, to make the removal of the sick from thence. 10 covered 
carts to be employed at Badajoz to remove the sick from thence to Elvas. 
5 at Montijo, and 5 at Lobon and Talavera, to remove the men from those 
stations respectively to Badajoz. 

The Inspector of hospitals will arrange that a medical gentleman shall 
accompany each convoy of sick; and the officers commanding stations 
will take care that a proper proportion of officers and non-commissioned 
officers accompany them, according to the general order of the 13th 
June, 1809. 

The surgeons will of course return as soon as they shall have delivered 
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over the sick to the person appointed to take charge of them at the hos- 
pital or elsewhere, according to the orders of the Medical Inspector, 

The officers commanding at Elvas and Estremoz respectively will de- 
termine whether the officers and non-commissioned officers are to remain, 
according to the proportions of each which he has with the hospital, and 
which he may require. 

The Commissary Gen., the Inspector of hospitals, and the officer com- 
manding at the hospital at Elvas, will communicate upon the execution of 
this plan. 

A copy of this paper to be immediately sent to the Commissary Gen., 
the Inspector of hospitals, and commanding officer at Elvas. 

The Inspector of hospitals to give his directions for the removal of the 
sick from Talavera, Lobon, and Montijo to Badajoz, and from Badajoz 
to Elvas. 


To the Sec. of the Treasury. Badajoz, 20th Nov. 1809. 

I enclose a letter, received from the Commissary Gen., which has been 
laid before me by Lieut. Col. Bathurst, my military secretary, upon which 
I beg to be acquainted with the pleasure of the Lords of the Treasmy. 
It relates to the article in the instructions of the Commissary of accounts, 
which requires that the signature to all receipts and vouchers passed by 
him should be testified by two witnesses ; which article the Commissary 
of accounts with this army has applied to the contingent accounts of staff 
officers. 

I beg to know whether it is the intention of their Lordships that this 
article should be so applied. Upon this point I should observe to them, 
that it will be very inconvenient to staff officers to procure tlie signature 
of two witnesses to every payment they may make ; and in very frequent 
instances I apprehend that it will be quite impossible. But if it should 
be their Lordships’ pleasure that their nile should extend to these 
accounts, I would beg leave to submit that it cannot with justice or 
proprieigr be extended to those fox expenses incurred before the rule was 
known. 

The rule is not observed in the War office, where the contingent ac- 
counts of staff officers serving in Great Britain are passed; and the 
officers who have made the payments, of which the vouchers are now con- 
sidered imperfect, had no knowledge whatever that they would be required 
to produce the signature of two witnesses to the payments they had made, 
and it would be quite impossible at present to procure them. 

It is very desirable that I should receive their Lordships’ decision upon 
this subject, as well as upon the letters which I have had the honor of 
addressing to them, of which the dates are in the margin. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Badajoz, 20th Nov. 1809, 

Some time ago Mr. Villiers sent mo the copy of a dispatch to Mr. 
Canmng of the 2d Oct., on several military subjects on which he suggested 
that I should give my opinion to government; and I wrote a memorandum 
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upon the dispatch, which 1 did not send home, as, from the conversation 
I had with Mr, Villiers, I doubted whether he had sent home his dispatch. 
When I was afterwards at Seville with Lord Wellesley, he expressed a 
desire that I should send home the memorandum ; and I now enclose the 
dispatch and memorandum,* in case Mr. Villiers should not have sent 
home the former. If he should have done so, it may he desirable that the 
latter should be in tlie office. 

It occm's to me that you may not understand one part of my dispatch 
of the 14th, relative to the estimate of the expenses of the army. You 
will find it explained in a letter to Lord Castlereagh, of the 23d Sept.,t 
which you had better see, if you should not have already perused it. 

Tu the Kt. Hon. J. H. Frere. Badajoz, 21st Nor. 1809. 

I return your maps, excepting those of Toledo, La Mancha, and Madrid, 
which, with your permission, I shall detain for some time longer, as they 
are not in the collection which I got from Richard Wellesley. 

To the Earl of Liveipool. Badajoz, 21st Nor. 1809. 

I beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the frequent paragraphs in 
the English newspapers, describing the position, the numbers, the objects, 
and the means of attaining them, possessed by the armies in Spain and 
Portugal. In some instances the English newspapers have accurately 
stated, not only the regiments occupying a position, but the number of 
men fit for duty of which each regiment was composed ; and this intelli- 
gence must have reached the enemy at the same time it did me, at a 
moment at which it was most important that he should not receive it. 

The newspapers have recently published an account of the defensive 
positions occupied by the different English and Portuguese corps, which 
certainly conveyed to the enemy the first knowledge he had of them ; 
and I enclose a paragraph recently published, describing the line of opera- 
tion which I should foUow in case of Ihe occurrence of a certain event, 
the preparations which I had made for that operation, and where I had 
formed my magazines. It is not necessary to inquire in what manner the 
newspapers acquire this description of information; but if the editors 
really feel an anxiety for the success of the military operations in the 
Peninsula, they will refrain from giving this information to the public, 
as they must know that their papers are read by the enemy, and that the 
information which they are desirous of conveying to their English readers 
is mischievous to the public, exactly in proportion as it is well founded 
and correct. Your Lordship wiU be the best judge whether any and 
what measures ought to be adopted to prevent the publication of this 
description of intelligence. I can only assure you that it will increase 
materially the difficulty of all operations in this country. 

77ie j^.Cr. io Dr, Franck, Inspector ofhospitala, 21at Nov. 1809. 

Having submitted your letter of the 19th inst., and enclosures of the 16tli, to the 
consideration of the Commander of the Forces, I am directed to convey to you his 
Excellency's opinion, that Mr. 's answer has by no means been satisfactory ; 

* See page S41. f See page 016. 
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and it is his Lordship’s \rish that you clearly explain to the Purveyors that they 
■will he held strictly accountable for the loss sustained by the regiment in this man- 
ner. I have been directed to ascertain the state of the registry of soldiers’ accou- 
trements and necessaries, which ought to be sj'stcmatic in all hospitals, when, on 
receipt of his Lordship’s final orders on this head, I shall further communicate 
■with you. 

?7ie A.G. lo lAeut. Col. Rnurici, Elvai. Slst Nov. 1809. 

Representations having reached the Commander of the Forces, that confusion 
has occurred, and much loss has been sustained by regiments, by an irregular 
mode of issuing arms and accoutrements out of tbe severm hospitals, I am directed 
to require you to examine the registry at Elvas hospital, equally to ascertain whe- 
ther it is carried forward with system, as to observe whether, heretofore, arras and 
accoutrements have invariably been issued to those soldiers who delivered them into 
store. In such instances as they have been otherwise disposed of, you will be 
pleased to report the authority. 1 tahe this occasion to request you will impress 
on all officers in charge of stores of this description, that they will be held by his 
Lordship strictly responsible for any loss or deficiency of such stores from their 
respective trusts. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiera Elvos, 25 th Nov. 1809. 

I enclose dispatches for Lord Eathurst, tvhich will show that I was not 
a false prophet, unfortunately.* Pray send them home immediately. 

I have been at Villa Viqosa since Wednesday, and do not understand 
the Duquo del Parque being at Salamanca. He was ordered on the 16tli 
to Talavera. If he is still in Castille I shall not be able to go to Beira 
till I shall know the final result of the dispersion of the Spanish army. 

To Lient Col. Hoebe. Badajos, 26th Nov. 1800. 

I received last night at Elvas your letter of the 22d, for which I am 
much obliged to you. I acknowledge that I have never expected any 
other result from, the march of Gen. Areyzaga, and I am not at all sur- 
prised at what has happened. The folly will appear in a still stronger 
Ught, if, after all that has occurred, die French should be unable to pene- 
trate into Andalusia, which I really believe will be the case, if Gen. 
Areyzaga should be able to collect any proportion of his scattered forces. 

We are still here. The Duque de Alburquerque has been unable to 
carry into execution the orders sent to him by the government, and he is 
at Axzobispo. The Duque del Parque moved from Bejar towards Sala- 
manca, as soon as he fo^und that the French corps which had reinforced 
Ney had marched to Madrid, and he did not receive tbe orders sent to 
him; so that these 2 corps are safe for the present. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. 6. Berkeley. Badajoz, 26th Nov. 1809. 

I received last night your letter of the 22d, at Elvas, and as the orders 
of the Admiralty are positive, my opinion is, that you had better not send 
home the 23d light dragoons till you shall hear furtlier from England, 
and I can only assure you that there can be no inconvenience in the delay. 
I am certain, however, that the meaning of the order was only to put an 
end to the former order, which required that tlie transports should be 

* The total defeat of the Spanish army under Gen. Areyzaga, at Ocana, on the 19th Nov. 
(See pp. S93, 594, S9S, 697, 598, and 599.) 
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sent home ; and indeed it is obvious that you would not be wrong in 
employing the transports in carrying home troops, which must go home 
eventually, and which I have received orders to send home. However, 
as I said before, there is no inconvenience in their remaining for a short 
time ; and obedience to an order is always right. 

I am much obliged to you for the account of the tonnage which you 
have sent me. It would be very desirable if the agent would transmit 
to Col. Murray a list of the ships, with their marks, and the tonnage of 
each ; and would apprise him from time to time of any alteration of 
their numbers, as it would enable us at any time to make the arrange* 
ments for embarking, so far as they may depend upon us. 

To Bart Fvere, Esq. Badajoz, 26th Nur. 1809. 

I received last night, at Elvas, your letters of the 23d and 24th, and as 
I conceived it possible that your ^spatches might arrive in time to go to 
England by the packet, which would sail from Lisbon this day, 1 for- 
warded them immediately by the Spanish messenger who brought them. 

1 have not yet received your letter of the 22d. You are aware that I 
have expected the unfortunate result of Gen. Areyzaga’s expedition 
which has occurred : it will be a strong proof of his folly, if the French 
should, after all, be unable to penetrate into Andalusia; and 1 am very well 
convinced that this will be the case, if Gen. Areyzaga should be able to 
collect any proportion of bis scattered forces. The destruction of this 
army, however, renders it most important that I should cross tlie Tagus. 

If the enemy cannot penetrate into Andalusia, they may, at least, be 
very certain that the Spanish army of La Carolina cannot do them any 
barm for some time to come ; and it is reasonable to suppose that they 
will now direct tlieir efforts seriously to establish their government in 
Old Castille, in order that they may be prepared to take every advantage 
of tlieir reinforcements, when they shall arrive, or that they may even 
push on their operations during the winter. Nothing will contribute so 
much to check them as the British army upon the frontier, and indeed, 
at all events, the necessary defence of Portugal will oblige me to move 
to that quarter during the fine weather in the month of December. I 
wish, therefore, that you would urge the government to make up the 
Duque de Alburquerque’s corps to 20,000 men as soon as possible, which 
might he done without inconvenience, by drawing to this quarter, from 
the Duque del Parque’s army, the number required during the time that 
I shall he in motion to the northward, or even before I shall commence 
my march. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have received your letter of the 22d. 

To**** ***** Badajoz, 26tli Nov. 1809. 

It always gives me great concern to he under the necessity of refhsiug 
compliance with a request made to me by an ofBcer of the army under 
my command ; and I might have hoped to have been spared this concern 
by one who must know tiiat I should be happy to gratify him if it were 
in my power ; and who must be aware that it is not only unusual, hut 
absolutely without precedent, that any officer should ask, much less ob- 
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tain leave of absence from the army while on foreign service on any 
account, excepting on that of sickness or of business, the neglect of 
which might be materially prejudicial to the ofScer who requests the leave. 

I repeat, that I cannot give leave to any ofScer whose health does not 
require his return to lilngland, or who has not business to transact which 
cannot be done by another, and cannot be delayed. You cannot bring 
forward either of these pleas. Your health is good ; and as for your 
business, I know of none that can require your immediate return which 
would not have required that you should have remained in England when 
you left it six months ago. I trust that I shall be spared the pain of 
again refusing you. 

To Lieut. Col. — . Badsjos, 27th Nov, 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 19th Nov., and I 
should have great pleasure in recommending you to the Spanish govern- 
ment for employment in the Spanish service, if I had the pleasure of 
your acquaintance, or if you had been recommended to me. Under ex- 
isting circumstances, however, I must decline to recommend you to the 
Spanish government. 

To Col, Don M. de Alava.* Badajoz, 37 Nor. 1800, 

J’ai re^u hier votre lettre du 25 ; et je vous dcris en Erangais, comme 
je n’entends pas I’Espagnol, iii vous 1’ Anglais. 

J’ai fait prior le gouvernement de renforcer I’armde du Due d’Al- 
burquerque jusqu’au nombre de 20,000 hommes, et je lui consoille en 
tout cas d’occuper la position de Fresnedoso, la Mesa de Ibor, Homan 
Gordo, et las Casas del Puerto, dans laquelle I’ennemi ne pent. pas le 
forcer et ne voudra pas tenter de I’attaquer; et il pourrait mettre sa 
reserve i Deleytosa, et son quartier gdndral, s’il le veut, il Truxillo. 
L’ennemi ne peut pas non plus le toumer, exceptd par Ciudad Real,.et il 
faudrait d’abord avoir lea moyens de forcer non seulement les passages de 
Despena Ferros, &c., mais un corps assez nombreux pour soutenir 
I’attaque du Due en dos, pendant qu’ils auraient a pousser I’attaque par 
Monasterio en front. Ils ne tenteront pas cette manoeuvre. 

L’avantage que le Due gagnerait en occupant la position indiqude est 
qu’il conservera pendant I’hiver toute I’Estremadure qui serait envaliie, 
s’il passe la Guadiana. D’ailleurs, il ne pourrait pas tenir sa position sur 
cette rivifere, et il serait obligd de se retirer k la Sierra Morena. Si 
I’ennemi fait la tentative de passer le Tage quand je serai en Esti'emadure, 
je communiquerai avec le Duo pour le battre ; mais je crois, selon le plan 
que j’ai proposd au gouvernement, que je passerai vers la frontikre de la 
Vieille Castille, ou la guerre va devenir plus vive apres ce qui s’est passrf 
dans la Manche. 

To the Duque de Alburquerque. Badajoz, 27th Nov. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 24th 

* Don Miguel do Alava was afterwards attached, by the Spanish government, to tlie 
head quarters of Lord Wellington until the end of the war, and also in the subsenuent 
campaign of 1815, He was Spanish Minister at the Court of St. James's in 1836, and 
died at Bagn5res in July, 1843, 
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inst, and I have to inform you that it is not in my power to enter into 
any arrangement with your Excellency to defend the hanks of the Guadiana. 

I should rather recommend to your Excellency to defend the passage 
of the Tagus opposite Almaraz, and the passes in the mountains at the 
Mesa de Ibor, Fresnedoso, &c. ; and if the enemy should attempt to pene- 
trate into Estremadufa hy that route, whilst I shall remain in this pro- 
vince, I shall he happy to have the honor of communicating with your 
Excellency respecting the means of attacking him. 

To Brig. Gen. B. Craufunl. Ba(Utjo 2 , 37th Nor. 1809. 

I have received your letter relative to the advance of money for the 
Captains of companies, upon which subject I had intended to adopt a rule 
before I heard from you. There is no doubt but that a great part, if not 
the whole of the subsistence of each regiment ought to be issued in ad- 
vance on the 25th of every month, to the regimental Paymasters ; and it 
has not hitherto been issued, principally because it was inconvenient to 
the regimental Paymasters and the Captains to receive it. It is, however, 
necessary to the regularity of accounts, and to the obedience to the orders 
of the Paymasters Gen. by their deputy, that the month’s pay should be 
advanced to the regimental Paymasters, and should be received by them ; 
and I intend that it shall be so from this time forward. 

Capt. Wells, 43d, shall be paid the pay of a D.A.Q.M.G., while acting 
as secretary to the Board of Claims, and he shall be notified as such in 
Orders to-morrow. 

I shall consider the case of Gen. ^"s chargers, and shall send you an 

answer upon it when I shall have had time to look at the Regulations. 

To Marshal Beresford. Badajo^ 37th Nov. 1809. 

I enclose a memorandum which I have received from Brig. Gen. Vic- 
toria, who appears a good kind of a man ; and I shall be obliged to you 
if you can make it convenient to promote his son, who appears to have 
been superseded by a British officer. 

To Marshal Beresford. Badajoz, 37th Nov. 1809. 

I have received your letters of the 19th, 22d, and 24th inst. Lieut, 
Bourke shall be put in orders to place himself under your command, and 
Arbuthnot may keep serjeant Robinson. 

I can’t supply you with blankets, indeed I have not as many as I 
wanted for my own troops. I enclose, however, a letter which I received 
from England last night, relative to the supplies of clothing, &c., which 
you have required. 

In respect to our meeting between the Mondego and the Estrella 
mountains, it would be best to defer it till the end of your northern tour j 
as I cannot well quit the army till I shall know what shape things will 
take after the defeat of the army in La Mancha. 

I think the French will carry the greatest part of their force into Old 
Castille, and endeavor to settle tlieir government in tliat province. To 
penetrate into Andalusia is, in my opinion, even now, not in their power. 

I never know to what regiment the Horse Guards will appoint an 
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officer whom 1 recommend for a commission, and I am therefore unwil' 
ling to send Mr. Dunlop to any particular regiment, lest he should not 
he posted to it. You had better, therefore, keep him for a few days 
longer, in the course of which time I must receive an account of his 

appointment. I dislike to have any thing to do with ; hut as 

you wish it, let an official application be sent from Capt. Arentschildt to 
he put, in point of allowances, on the same footing as Capt. Dickson. 

If you should make Gen. Hamilton Inspector Gen. of ffie Infantry, you 
will of course recommend for him such allowance as the officer filling 
that office has had and ought to have : hut I am decidedly of opinion that 
he cannot receive more pay as a General officer upon the Staff, whether 
Portuguese or British, than that fixed for him by the Commander in 
Chief, viz., that of a Major General. 

You will have heard, probably, that I had pressed upon the government 
your proposition to add regimental staff to the regiments, to which they 
were not inclined ; and I enclose the translation of my letter upon that 
subject. It occurs to me that you might in some degree provide for the 
expense of this an-angement, by abolishing the color beai-ersj and having 
the colors carried by Ensigns, as in the British service. I suggest this 
arrangement for your consideration. 

You will have seen that I have recommended that our government 
should provide for the increase of pay to the officers, and should give 
even further pecuniary assistance, which I think will he complied with. 

In respect to our movement, you may depend upon it that I will dis- 
turb you as little as possible. All I shall ask is, probably, that some of 
your battalions should leave their cantonments on the high road and go 
into the villages in the neighbourhood, off the road, for a few days, whfle 
we shall be passing ; which will require neither time nor carriages, as 
your troops will return to their quarters when wc shall have passed. 
Murray will write more particularly on this subject to Col. D’Urhan. 
I think that you will be full near enough to us in the positions you at 
present occupy. Indeed, it might be more convenient to all parties if 
you were more distant. 

I send an order to Col. Fisher to give you 3000 stand of arms; I must 
send you the others from Elvas, unless you should wish to have them 
there. Let me know your wishes upon this point. 

Let me have an official report respecting the detention of M. V. de 
Faiincourt at Ciudad Rodrigo. 

You did not enclose ’s application to he appointed a Brig. General. 

I don’t rmderstand what he means by it. 

The officers who have presented a memorial claiming an increase of 
pay have carried the principle, that words break no bones, as far as it is 
possible; and I must say that the greatest part of my time is taken up in 
resisting applications of this description. They have misstated the prin- 
ciple on which they were appointed to seiwe with the Portuguese oimy, 
and have omitted to give any one reason why the agreement under which 
they engaged to serve in the Portuguese army should be departed from, 
excepting that they wish to have a little more money in their pockets ; 
which is equally applicable to the situation of every other officer in the army. 
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I enclose yon the copy of a dispatch of the Ith Nov., from Lord Liver- 
pool, in answer to three of yours of the 11th and 19th Oct., and the copy 
of one of the 14th Nov., relative to Trant and Cox’s rank, to which you 
will observe, hy another dispatch, that the King consents. 

I likewise enclose the extract of a letter of the 13th, from Sir D. 
Dundas, relative to the appointment of additional deld officers to the 
Portuguese army. You will observe that Hawkshaw is to be promoted, 
vice Patrick. In respect to the other two, it does not appear quite clear, 
from the General’s letter, whether he means that I am to recommend 
them from the British array under my command exclusively, or to include 
officers serving with the Portuguese troops. I rather believe the latter ; 
and if you are of the same opinion, I wish you would fix upon two now 
serving with the Portuguese troops, with Portuguese advanced rank and 
pay, either Captains or Majors, or one of each, to be promoted ; and I 
shall be glad if they should belong to the regiments in this army, in order 
that those regiments may have the benefit of tbe promotion in succession. 
However, you must be guided in this last point by your own views of 
what is right and fair to others. 

To tlia Earl of Liyeipool. Badsjoz, 27th Nov. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 2d inst., 
in which you have enclosed the copy of one from Mr. Villiers; and in case 
I should have any opportunity of communicating with the German corps in 
the service of the enemy, I shall attend to your Lordship’s instructions. 

It is Impossible for me to say what number of Germans were enlisted 
at Oporto and Ciudad Rodrigo from the enemy’s troops, because I did not 
command His Majesty’s troops in this country at the time j but I did in 
the months of July and August last, and 1 have no recollection of the 
arrival of any German deserters from the Escurial, much less of 160. 
Neither do I recollect the circumstance of a battalion being in treaty to 
join us, when the British army was in the neighbourhood of that of the 
enemy in July and August. 

The German troops were at and in the neighbourhood of Toledo, with 
few exceptions ; some few then deserted, but not in such numbers as to 
deserve serious attention ; and adverting to the encouragement they had 
from tbe Commander in Chief of the Spanish army, and to the facilities 
afibrded to them by our neighbourhood and their own position, I was 
rather inclined to be of opinion that as a body, or even in very large 
numbers, they were not desirous of quitting the French service. At the 
same time, the commanding officers of the German regiments in the 
British service were not anxious to receive them as recruits, in which 
they were not wrong, as most of the few they did receive have since 
deserted from them ; and, upon the whole, 1 did not think there was any 
ground for a belief that any measures which I might adopt to encourage 
or facilitate desertion from the enemy’s German troops would have an 
effect at all proportionate to the expense of them. 

The A. G. to Col. Peaeocke, Lisboa. 27th Nov. 1809. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 24th inst., and 
enclosures from Lieut. Crompton, 9th foot. His Excellency has directed me in 
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reply to communicate, that although it would have gi-atified him to continue 
in a staff situation an officer who has afforded you satisfaction, yet his Lord- 
ship cannot sanction the disobedience of an order issued by His Majesty’s com- 
mand. 

To the Rt. Hoii. J. Villiers. Badiyoz, 28th Nov. 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter, which I have received from the 
Superintendent General of the custom houses of the province of Alentejo, 
relative to wine purchased in Portugal for the use of that part of tlie 
British army stationed in Spain. 

If the wine purchased for the consumption of that part of the British 
army stationed in Portugal is liable to the duty in question, it appears 
perfectly reasonable that the wine exported to Spain for the use of the 
.army should not be exempt from the payment of the same j hut if the 
wine consumed in Portugal should not pay duty, I hope that the govern- 
ment will so far take into consideration the inconvenience which the 
troops who are in Spain will suffer, as to allow that which is exported for 
their use to be exported duty free. As it might be inconvenient to allow 
this wine to remain under sequestration until the answer to the references 
made shall arrive, I have written to the Superintendent of the custom 
houses in Alentejo to request him to allow the wine to pass into Spain, 
under the engagement which I have given to pay the duties, if the 
government of Portugal should decide that they must be paid. 

To Manbal Betesfoid. Badojoz, 28th Nov. 1800. 

We are much in want of hoots, and I shall he very much obliged to 
you if you will be so kind as to give over to the Commissary Gen. at 
Lisbon 500 pairs of the 2500 which were sent out for the Portuguese 
troops, and desire him to forward them to Badajoz without delay. 

To the Earl of LirerjMoI. Bedojoz, 28(h Nov. 1809, 

I have received your letter of tlie Ist inst., and I assure you that nothing 
can be more satisfactory to me than to renew my public communications 
with you. I am convinced that I shall always receive from you that fair 
protection, support and assistance to which an officer is entitled when he 
acts fairly by the public, and all the friendship and kindness which I have 
been accustomed to receive from you in another situation. 

I trust that my public and private letters on the subject of the war in 
the Peninsula, and of Portugal .in particular, will have been satisfactory to 
you and to the government. You see that I agree entirely in opinion with 
you, not only that we cannot in good policy give up the Peninsula, but 
that we may be able to continue the contest in Poi-tugal with success, and 
that we shall finally bring off our army. During the continuance of this 
contest, which must necessarily be defensive on our part, in which there 
may be no brilliant events, and in which, after all, I may fail, I shall be 
most confoundedly abused, and in the end I may lose the little character I 
have gained ; but I should not act fairly by the government if I did not 
tell them my real opinion, which is, that they will betray the honor and 
interests of the country if they do not continue their efforts in the Penin- 
sula, which, in my opinion, are by no means hopeless, notwithstanding the 
defeat of Areyzaga. 



SPAIN. 


611 


Lord Castlereagh’s misfortunes have given me the greatest concern. 
His kindness to me has been unbounded ; and I shall always be happy to 
hear of any thing that can tend to his honor or satisfaction. 

To the Duke of Kichmond. Bodojoz, 28th Nor. 1800. 

I enclose a letter which I have lately received from , and 

the copy of my answer. He wanted to impose a promise upon me, which 
he would afterwards have urged you, and probably would have urged me 
to request you, to perform ; but I think my letter will put an end to all 
prospect of success on this subject. 

The army has been very sickly lately, but I hope that the cold weather, 
which has now set in, has operated a permanent change for the better. 

The troops, allies as well as enemies, ai-e nearly in the positions which I 
took up in August ; and if the Spaniards had not taken it into their heads 
that they could fight a general action, and had not lost an army of 50,000 
men, defeated by half the number of French, in La Mancha, on the 19th 
of this month, I really believe that the war in Spain and Portugal would 
have ended in some arrangement advantageous to the world. I don’t yet 
despair, as it is impossible to say what may be the result of this defeat 
If the troops should collect again, and they will only manage them with 
prudence, I hope that we may yet keep up the ball in the Peninsula sufii- 
ciently long to tire out Buonaparte. 

I was at Villa Vi^osa (the family seat of the Dukes of Braganza) some 
days ago, and I shot with ball 10 head of deer in 3 days. The park in 
which they were is immense, and, I dare say, did not contain less than 
5000 head, many of them red deer. This is pretty good sport 

I conclude that you will go to Pole’s this winter. Remember me most 
kindly to the Duchess. 

To Bart. Freie, Esq. Bodajoz, 29tli Nov. 1809. 

Capt. Silvertop, late of the 14th dragoons, has expressed a desire to 
serve with the Spanish army, and that I should recommend him to you 
for that purpose. Capt, Silvertop has been strongly recommended to me 
by the Commanding officer of the 14th light dragoons, under whose com- 
mand he served ; and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will 
recommend him to the government. 

To tlie Earl of LWerpool. Badajoz, 29th Nor. 1809. 

We are much in want of the lower class of medical assistants with this 
army, such as' assistant surgeons and hospital mates : so much so, that if 
I were obliged to move, I should not have with the regiments nearly a 
sufficient number to do the duty j and those attached to the hospitals have 
more duty to perform than they can well manage, particularly now that 
the disorders are so violent. I shall be very glad if an effort can be made 
to send us some hospital mates. We should have at least 30, to put us in 
this respect in the state in which we ought to be. 

To ills OovernoT of Badajoz. Badajoz, 29th Nov. 1809. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter 
to Lieut. Gen. Sherbrooke of the 24th inst., relative to certain outrages 
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committed by English soldiers, in resistance of the authority of a sentry. 
One of the soldiers principally concerned in this affray is wounded, and 
has not yet recovered from his wounds. There was also a non-oommiS' 
sioned officer with the men in question, whom I have ordered into confine- 
ment j and they shall be tried for this offence as soon as the wounded man 
shall he sufficiently recovered to stand his trial, and punished according 
to the sentence of tire Court Martial. I assure your Excellency tliat 
nothing gives me more concern than these outrages, which I invariably 
punish when they come to my knowledge. I consider a sentry as a depo- 
sitary of the public authority at his station, and that all men, however 
high in rank, are bound to obey the orders he has to give them. 

I think it proper, however, to inform your Excellency, that the orders 
given to the sentries in this garrison are not uniformly the same, or that 
care is not taken to make them understand their orders in the same man- 
ner, as I have myself experienced, particularly lately; and it is not 
astonishing that ignorant people, as soldiers are, should be disinclined to 
obey orders given by a sentry, which they may believe are dictated by 
caprice, and have not been received from superior authority. I do not 
mention this subject by way of excuse for these soldiers, whose conduct has 
been inexcusable, but to draw the attention of your Excellency to this fact. 


G. O. aoth Nov. I 809 . 

1, Aa Home doubts have been entertained resjrecting tbo order of the late Commander of 
tbe Forces of the 16th Match, respecting the hire of native servants instead of b&t men from 
tlie ranks, it is published again for general information. 

2. Extracts from theO. O. bfliieut. Cen. Sir J. Crudock, K.B., dated ]6lh March, 1809 : 

' The Ciimmaiider of the Forces being desirous of mndrring tbe army in the field as efiec- 

tire as possible, directs that no soldier wliatever acting as 11 servant to an nilicer, shall 
appear lu any other dress than his uniform ; and on a march he is to carry bis arms and 
accoutrements. 

‘ The servants of regimental officers to be in the ranks on tlie march, and the Commander of 
the Forces calls on the General and other officers in command, strictly to enforce this order. 

‘ With a view to diminish os much os possible requisitions on regiments for soldiers as 
servants, Lieut. Gen. Sir J, Cradock authorises any officer wl>o is entitled by the usage of 
the service to appear mounted, and keep a horse, to liire a servant as bfit man, in lieu of a 
soldier, for which he will be allowed at the rate of 1 dollar per week, and a ration ; but it is 
to be disductly understood that this allowance is not to be extended to any persons attached 
to this army, who by the custom of the service ore not usually entitled to soldiers to wait on 
them; and whenever it is drawn, on effective soldier is to be thereby restored fo the army. 

‘ Tbe following will be the scale for the number allowed to each rank ; 

Numlierof bjt men 


or servants each* 

< Commander of the Forces 4 

Ideutenant General ....3 

Major and Brigadier Generals, and heads of departments ... 2 

All other officers, Regimental and Staff 1 


‘ Th™ men will he paid by the Dcp. Coro. Gen. monthly, on regular pay lists being 
transmitted every 25th, certified by tbe Paymasters of corps, and approved by commanding 
officers of fiatfalions. 

^ * The returns for the General Staff officers to be made out by departments, and to be cer- 
tified by tlie heads of e.ich. Those of General officers and tlieir families to be certified by 
tbe General officers: a form may be bad of tbe Dep. Com. Gen, 

* The Commander of the Farces most strongly recommends itfo all the General officers of 
the army, to return immediately any bfit men they may have to their corps, and fo direct 
their Staff to do the same ; at all events, no officer of ony rank is to employ more than one 
sol^r of this army to attend upon luin, whether he acts os his personal servant or bfit man.' 

3. The officers of the army will observe that the intention of this order wos, to allow flie 
' servant instead of a bfit man, 01 servant from the ranks, to the officers en- 

titled, by tl)e onstom of the service, to have bfit men and servants ilom the ranks, 

4. Fic’ti 




I have also to acknovirledge the receipt of jour Excellency’s letter 
respecting the conduct of a person in the service of Gen. Payne; and if 
your Excellency will do me the favor to send him to me, his conduct 
shall be inquired into, and he shall be punished. 

To (he Earl of Liverpool. Badajoz, 30th Nov. 1809. 

The Spanish army in La Mancha, which I reported to your Lordship 
in my dispatch of the 16th Nov. were on the 10th inst. at Los dos Barrios, 
not far from Ocaha, moved on that night to attack a French corps which 
was in Ocana. 

It appears that the Spanish Commander in Chief was not aware that the 
French corps in Ocaha consisted of 5000 infantry as well as of 800 
cavalry ; and he made his first attack with the Spanish cavalry only, sup- 
ported by the infantry, which were repulsed with some loss of men, and. 


4. Field officers of regiments are entitled each to a servant and b&t man ; and of course 
to drav the allowance for each, if they should not have the service of them. 

6. The captains each a servant, and a bit man for their company. Subaltern officers, 
adjutant, quarter master, paymaster, surgeon, and assistant surgeon, eacli a servant ; and 
the surgeon a bit man for the medicine chest mule ; the paymaster one fur the mule 
to carry his boohs, and the quaider master one for the mule carrying the intrenching tools. 

6. The General and other officers on tlie Staff who hove not b&t men from the regiments, 
are to draw the allowances allotted to each. 

7. It has never been the custom of the service to allow soldiers from the ratihs to attend 

X n the officers of the Commissariat, or the medical Staff; and the orders of the 16th 
:ch cannot be considered os relating to them. 

8. Tlte Commander of the Forces requests that particular attention may be paid to the 
form of the account which must be sent in, claiming payment for these biit men, and that 
the General officers, heads of departments, and commanding officers of regiments, who are 
to certify these bills, will not certify them for any officer who has a servant from the ranks 
to attend upon him. 

9. The allowance of wood for the troops in camp or cantonments is to bo os follows : 
Daily to each non-commissioned officer and private soldier . 3 lbs. 

. . to each subaltern and regimental Staff ..... 12 lbs. 


. . to each captain 21 lbs. 

. . to each Field officer ..........80 lbs. 


The officers upon the Staff are to draw according to their rank in the army. Ihe officers 
of the Comroissariat and medical Stuff ore to draw each the proportion of wood allotted to 
the officer of correspniidhig rank in the army. 

As the General officers have Staff, &c. attached to them, their allowance of wood is un- 
limited ; but os the supply of wood in this conutry is very small, and it is very difficult to 
be procured, the Commander of the Forces requests the General officers of the army will 
observe the utmost economy in the expenditure of wood, and that they will fake measures 
that the quantities of that article supplied fur thw use are applied solely fur tliat pur- 
pose, and not stolen or applied to the use of the owner of me bouse in which they are 
quartered. 


G. A. O. Badalasi S9th Nov. 180S. 

1. Officers commandingbrigodesof artillery are requested to give directions, that when die 
horses attached to their guns are sent to water, or to exercise, they maybe marched regu- 
larly under the command of an officer of the gunner driven ; an officer of the gunner 
drivers should likewise attend all horse parades. 

2. The Commander of the Forces requests the officers commanding regiments to explain 
to both officers and soldiers of the battmious under their command, that it is equally cri-‘ 
minal to resist a Spanish or Portuguese sentry or guard, oa it is to resist either belouging to 
the British army. 

A guard or sentry must he understood at all times to be charged with the execution of 
the orders of a competent authority at the place in which either may be stationed, or may 
be found, and must not be resisted on any account. 

Guar^ or sentries may mistake their orders, or may execute them improperly, and in 
ffiese cases complaints must be made ; hut oii no accumit must they be resisted. 
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as I have understood, of 2 pieces of cannon. The French maintained their 
position in Ocana till 3 in the morning, when they retired one league 
from the town towards Aranjuez ; and at daylight tlioy retired to that 
town, and the Spanish array took up its quarters again at Los dos Barrios. 
They remained tliero till die 13th, when they moved to their right to Sta. 
Cruz de la Zarza; and on the 18th they returned to Los dos Barrios, with 
an intention of attacking a French corps of about 25,000 men, including 
5000 cavalry, which was advanced from Aranjuez towards Ocafia. Gen. 
Areyzaga found, however, that it was most probable that the enemy 
would attack him before he should be prepared to make his movement, 
and he formed his army in the plain in die rear of Ocaha to receive their 
attack on the morning of the 19th inst. The enemy advanced in three 
columns, with one of which they took possession of Ocana j and having 
overdirown the Spanish cavalry on the right of their position, they broke 
the Spanish infantry of the right wing, which was thrown into confusion ; 
and the left wing of the army, which was likewise threatened with on 
attack by the right column of the enemy, retired without firing a shot. 

The loss of the Spanish army upon this occasion has been considerable. 
Not less, I understand, than 55 pieces Of cannon have fallen into die 
enemy’s hands, together with the military chest, the provisions, baggage, 
clothing, &c., of the army. The head quarters were, on the night of the 
19th, at Tembleque, and on the 22d at La Carolina. A corps of Spanish 
dragoons, consisting of 1000 men, under Gen. Bemay, which had not 
been in the action at Ocana, and which were ordered to Madridejos to 
cover the retreat of the fugitives from the battle, also dispersed on the 
20th, on bearing of the advance of a detachment of the enemy’s cavalry ; 
and on the 24th, the date of the last accounts from La Carolina, only 500 
cavalry of different regiments had assembled at Manzanares, and very few 
of the defeated army had arrived at La Carolina. 

The advanced parties of the French cavalry hod not passed Villarta os 
late as the 2l8t; and by the-accounts from La Carolina of the 24th, it 
appears that the enemy had not advanced any farther. It is supposed 
that the fugitives from the battle of Ocana have gone generally into 
Murcia and Valencia. 

Besides the corps consisting of 25,000 men, commanded by the King 
and Marshal Soult, with which Gen. Areyzaga was engaged on tlie 19th 
inst., it is understood that another corps, under Victor and Sebastiani, was 
to cross the Tagus at Fuentiduena, and fall upon the right of the Spanish 
army. The enemy also occupied Talavera de la Reyna with 10,000 men. 

It appears that, between the 12th and 14th, they witlidrew from Old Gas- 
tille the reinforcements which they had sent into that province from 
Estremadura, in consequence of the Duque del Parque’s success at 
Tamames ; but I ^ould doubt whether Ihese troops were engaged in the 
operations against the Spanish army commanded by Gen. Areyzaga. 

The Duque del Parque, who I reported to your Lordship in my letter 
of the 16th inst,, had his head quarters at Bejar, continued in that situa- 
tion till the 17th, when hearing of the evacuation of Costille by the 
remforcements which had been sent from Estremadura, he advanced 
agmn; and I understand from tlie last accounts that a detachment from 
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his corps was again in possession of Salamanca. This possession, how- 
ever, can be but momentary, as it must be expected that the enemy will 
take advantage of the defeat of the army under Gen. Areyzaga, to rein- 
force tlieir troops in Old CastUle to such an extent as to establish their 
government in that province. 

The corps under the Duque de Alburquerquc, which had been directed 
to cross the Tagus at the bridge of Arzobispo, and to co-operate with the 
corps under the Duque del Parque, which- had been ordered to pass 
through the mountains at Banos, and to proceed to Talavera de la Beyna, 
to create a diversion in favor of Gen. Areyzaga, is at Peraleda de Garbin, 
near die bridge of Arzobispo, which is occupied by the Duque de Albur- 
querque’s advanced guard. 

I have the honor to enclose the copies and extracts of a correspondence 
which I have had with Mr. Frere, on the subject of the co-operation of 
the British army with the corps of the Duque de Alburquerque and the 
Duque del Parque, in this plan of diversion. 

Adverting to the opinions which I have given to His Majesty’s ministers, 
and to the Ambassador at Seville, it will not be supposed &at I could have 
encouraged the advance of Gen. Areyzaga, or could have held out the 
prospect of any co-operation by the British army. 

The first official information which I had from the government, of the 
movement made by Gen. Areyzaga, was on the 18th, the day before his 
defeat; and I gave the answer on the 19th, regarding the plan, of which I 
now enclose the copy. I was at Seville, however, when the General com- 
menced his march from the Sierra Morena ; and in more than one con- 
versation with the Spanish ministers and members of the Junta, commu- 
nicated to them my conviction that Gen. Areyzaga would be defeated. 

The expectation, however, of success from this large army, stated to 
consist of 50,000 men, was so general and so sanguine, that the possibility 
of disappointment was not even contemplated; and, accordingly, your 
Lordship will find it was not until the 16th that the government began to 
think it necessary to endeavor to make a diversion in favor of Gen. Arey- 
zaga ; and it is probable that it was thought expedient to make this diver- 
sion only in consequence of the fall of the General’s own hopes, after his 
first trial with the enemy on tlie night of the lOtli inst. It is impossible 
for me to express any opinion on the probable consequences of this defeat, 
till I shall know its exact extent, and in what numbers and in what state 
the Spanish troops will re-assemble. 

I am anxious to cross the Tagus with the British army, and to station it 
on the frontiers of Old Castille, from thinking that the point in which 1 
can be of most use in preventing the enemy from effecting any important 
object, and which will best answer for my future operations in the defence 
of Portugal. With this view I have requested Mr. Frere to urge the 
government to reinforce the Duque de Alburquerque’s corps, in order to 
secure the passage of the lower part of the Tagus : and altliough the state 
of the season would render it desirable that I should make the movement 
at an early period, I do not propose to make it till I shall see more clearly 
the consequences of the late defeat, and some prospect that the city of 
Seville will be secure after I shall move. 



616’ 


SPAIK. 


To tile Earl of LivOrpool. Boclajoz, SOth Nov. 1809. 

In addition to the official documents which I have forwai’ded to you in 
my dispatch of this day, I enclose the copy of a private letter of the 19th 
to Mr. Frere, in which I have pointed out more in detail the consequences 
of the operations which had been proposed to me by the government, and 
the difficulties which would attend, indeed I may say fhe impossibility of 
their execution. 

I understand that the people of Seville are informed of my opinions 
upon the late expedition ; and that they have expressed an anxious desire 
tikt the government should attend to what I should recommend to them 
in future. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Bedejo^ SOth Nov. 1809. 

I enclose the copy of a letter from the Admiralty to Adm. Berkeley ; 
in consequence of which I have recommended to the Admiral not to send 
transports to England with that part of the 23d light dragoons which I 
intended to send home immediately. I am convinced that the order 
could not be intended to prevent the use of the transports for the service 
of the army; and particularly not to transport troops to England, which 
in case of the evacuation must go thither. But as I have made a reference 
to the Commander in Chief respecting the 23d light dragoons, I was not 
sorry to detain them a little longer. 

As I know the Admiralty are very quick in dispatching orders, I was 
not sure what might have passed in the Cabinet to occasion this order ; 
and upon the whole, I thought it best and safest, and liable to no incon- 
venience, to recommend an obedience to its letter. It is desirable, how- 
ever, that, as soon as possible, we should have some latitude given to us 
respecting the disposal of the transports in the Tagus. 

To tlw Rt Hon. J. Villiers. Bndajoi, SOth Nov. 1800. 

I beg you to read my dispatches, which I have desired Capt. Canning 
to deliver to you, and to refer you particularly to that which contains an 
answer to one from Lord Liverpool, on the subject of the German de- 
serters, in which it appears you had written a dispatch to England. I 
wish that you had done me the favor to have referred the authority to me, 
on which you founded your report, before you sent it home ; as I could 
have proved to you that it was incorrect, not only in those statements 
which related to transactione supposed to have taken place while I com- 
manded tlje array, but that it was equally incorrect respecting the 600 
Germans stated to have deserted upon a former occasion. Several people 
in England have given credit to this statement, supported as it now is by 
your authority ; and it is supposed tliat I have neglected the important 
means pointed out of diminishing the strength of the enemy’s forces. 
Now, I must tell you a secret upon this subject, the truth of which can 
be proved by the inspection of our returns by any body who will take the 
trouble of looking at them, and that is : supposing tlie story of the de- 
sertion of the Germans to be true, and that 160 entered the British army 
withbnt my knowing any thing about it, we have lost more Germans by 
desertion from our army than the French have from theirs. 
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I have received your letter of the 26th, and I aih much obliged to you 
for the packet arrangement. I was at Villa Vicjosa last week, and did not 
write to you by the messenger who took the army letters to Lisbon. 

I have again spoken this day to the Commissary Gen. respecting the 
French gold, and he will write to Mr. Dunmore respecting it. I think 
we ought not to send this coin to our ofScers at Madrid, as it is probable 
that they would experience as much difficulty or loss in passing it as we 
should here or at Lisbon ; and I think the small sums we are permitted 
to send them ought to be in the coins which they could pass with tiie 
greatest advantage. 

I am afraid that it would be inconvenient to us to give to you the 
whole sum of £100,000 at once, as our supplies have lately failed us a 
little ; but Mr. Murray has directions to pay to your order £.50,000 
whenever you please ; and £50,000 more you shall have in a fortnight 
afterwards. 

P.S. The death of Lord Lansdowne, which, if it has not already oc- 
curred, must occur, I understand, very shortly, is a political event of the 
greatest consequence, and I think very likely to have very extensive 
effects upon the affairs of the present moment. 

To Marshal Beresford. Badajoi^ 30th Nov* 1800. 

I have received your letters of the 26th and 29th. 

The Duque del Parque has advanced, because, whatever may be the 
consequence, the Spaniards always think it necessary to advance when 
their front is clear of the enemy, whatever may be the ultimate conse- 
quences of their advance. He will retire again in a terrible hurry, as 
soon as he shall find that Areyzaga is destroyed, and that the French are 
again reinforcing Castille, and mean to destroy him. 

I wish I knew what was likely to be the final result of the action at 
Ocana, and could cross the Tagus. The next important event will cer- 
tainly occur in that quarter. You should warn your battalions on the 
frontier, that they may not be surprised. 

P.S. I have begged Villiers to show you my dispatches. 

To Major Gen. the Hon. G. L. C3olo. Badajoz, .30rti Nov. 1S09. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have lately received from the 
Sec. at War, respecting certain accounts of the — regt., which have not 
been transmitted to the War office, and a copy of a letter which has been 
written to the commanding officer of that regiment, by my desire, and of 
his answer. 

As the Sec. at War has directed diat the cause of the non-transmission 
of these accounts may be particularly inquired into, I beg that you will 
assemble a Court of Inquiry, to consist of yourself and three of the senior 
field officers of the 4th division, (not including any of the — regt.,) and 
that you will inquire into, and especially report on, the cause of deviation 
from established rule in the Ist batt. — regt., noticed by the Sec. at War. 


To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Badajoz, 30(U Nov. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of tlie 23d inst., and I 
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have sent directions to the o£Scer commanding at Lisbon, specifying 
those carriages belonging to the Waggon Train which ore to be landed 
and received into store at Lisbon, as being likely to be of nse to the 
army ; and those which are to he sent back to England. I shall be much 
obliged to you if you will give directions that die last, 30 in number, 
may be embarked in an empty victualler, to be returned to England. 

To the Rt, Hon. the Paymaster General. Badajoz, 30th Nov. 1800. 

I have received your letter of the 31st Oct,, in which you have desired 
that, in die case mentioned in a letter to your Deputy with this array, a 
copy of which you have enclosed, I shall allow Mr. Dep. Paymaster Gen. 
Hunter to return to England. <i. 

As it is not probable that the army will be immediately concentrated in 
Portugal, and as the head quarters will certainly not be established at 
Lisbon, I do not propose to make the alterations which you had directed 
in the expectation of the occurrence of these events. 

To Lieut. Col. Tonens, Mil, Sec. Baclajoz, 30th Nov. 1809. 

I have to request that you will submit the enclosed memorial to the 
favorable consideration of the Commander in Chief ; and I beg leave to 
recommend Major Coghlan, 61st regt.,* in the strongest manner, as an 
officer most deserving of the promotion he solicits. 

To Bart. Fieie, Bgq. Badiyoz, lit Dec. 1809. 

I enclose some papers which have been put into my hands by the Com- 
missary Gen. of the British army. A person, by the name of , was 

employed as Commissary of the cavalry at Merida, and in consequence of 
some suspicion of the propriety of the charges in his accounts, the Com- 
missary Gen. went there and removed him from his situation. Upon 
further inquiry, it appeared, that among other improprieties, he had been 
guilty of receiving 5 per cent, from the dealers in different articles fur- 
nished to the troops on payment of their demands, and that the Junta had 
a knowledge of Ais circumstance; and yet it appears that after his 
dismisstd from his situation at Merida by the Commissary Gen,, the Junta 
wrote the letter to have him replaced, of which I enclose the copy. 

I do not know whether the government have any and what authorily 
over the Provincial or Municipal Juntas. If they have, it is obvious that 
this Junta of Merida is entirely undeserving of their confidence. 

To Bart. Frere, Esq. Badajoz, 2d Dec. 1809. 

The officer who will have the honor of delivering this letter to you is 

* Major Coghlan had been wounded and left at Talavera, and had escaped from prison 
on nis march towards France. He was soon afterwards promoted to he Liout. Colonel of 
the Blst, in the command of which regiment ho was allot through the lioart at the battle of 
Toulouse, on the 10th April, 1814. Lieut. Col. Coghlan lived, in person, mind, and con- 
duct, the model of a British ofRcer ; and died, where he had often distinguished hitnseU; 
at the head of his regiment, in the moment of victory. He was buried, under lire; in a 
tem^rary grave, on the position captured from the enemy ; but, on the 12lli, was romoved 
to the Protestant cemetery in Toulouse, where all the oJhoors of tho army tlien in Toulouse 
paid die last tribute of respect to his remains. 
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Sir W. Myers,* the Lieut. Col. of the Fusiliers, who is going to ’ Seville 
for a few ^ys ; and I beg leave to recommend him to your attention. 

To Bart. Fioie, Esq. Badojoz, 3d Dec. 1809. 

I have just received your letter of the SOtb, and I shall forward your 
dispatches to Lisbon by the first opportunity. 

You did quite right to open the letter from Col. Boche ; and I beg that 
you will peruse any that he may sand to you in future which may be 
addressed to me. 

A letter from Col. Alava, of the 29th, informs me that the Duque’s 
army consists only of 10,000 infantry and 600 cavaliy ; and from the 
movements of the enemy, of which he has given me an account, I have no 
doubt but that they are about to reinforce their army in Castillc, when 
they will certainly strike a blow of importance. I should not be surprised 
if tiiey were to endeavor at the same time to amuse me in this quarter. 
The reinforcement of the Duque’s corps, therefore, becomes a measure of 
the greatest importance and urgency ; and if it can be done in time, I 
should hope that the enemy will derive no substantial advantage from 
their late success in La Mancha, excepting that which they have already 
acquired in the defeat of so large a body of men. 

There are two battalions in this garrison, that of Merida, and that of 
Seville, which were brought from Portugal to reinforce the Duque’s 
army, but have been detained here, I believe, contrary to orders. 

P.S. I do not know why tlie bridge of Arzobispo should not be de- 
stroyed : if that were done, every thing on this side of the Tagus would 
be in safety and tranquillity during the winter, as tlie enemy have no 
bridge, nor any means of moving one ; time would be afforded to organize 
and discipline an army in Estremadura ; and, at all events, I might com- 
mence my march across the Tagus immediately. 

To Col. Malcolm. Badajoz, 3J Dec. 1809. 

I am very much obliged for your letter of the , which I received 

about a month ago, and which I thought so interesting, and the sentiments 
it contained on the situation of affairs at Madras so well deserving the 
attention and consideration of the King’s servants, that I sent it to Lord 
HaiTOwby, who was at that time President of the Board of Control. I 
have not received any answer from him, nor do I know what has been 
determined, particularly respecting the state of affairs at Madras. But I 
understood generally that Sir G. Barlow’s conduct had been approved ; 
but that it was not intended to confirm the suspension of all the o&ceia 
who had been suspended by him. 

You cannot conceive how much I have felt for what has passed on the 
Madras establishment. I scarcely recognise in those transactions the 
men for whom I entertained so much respect, and had so much regard, a 
few years back ; and I can only lament that they, and the army, and the 
affairs of that Presidency in general, have been so much mismanaged. 
These transactions, and their causes, prove that It is not always the man 

* Afterwanls killed at die battle of Albuera, on tbo 16tb May, 1811, in command of the 
Fusilier brigade. He was an officer of great promise. 
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who has the character of being the best natured, and one of the easiest 
disposition, who will agree best with those placed in authority over him. 
Or those with whom he is to co-operate. They owe their origin to the 
disputes of the persons in autliority in India, that is to say, between the 
Governor and the Commander in Chief. Both, but principally the latter, 
looked for partisans and supporters ; and these have ended by throwing 
off all subordination, by relinquishing all habits of obedience, and almost 
by open resistance. Nothing can be more absurd than the pretext for 
this conduct. 

Col. Munro’s * opinion might be erroneous, and might have been harsh 
towards his brother officers; but not only he ought not to have been 
brought to a Court Martial for giving that opinion, but he ought to have 
been brought to a Court Martial if he had refrained from giving it, when 
he was called upon by the Commander in Chief to make him a report on 
a subject referred to his official consideration. The officers of the army 
are equally wrong in the part they have taken in the subsequent part of 
the question, which is one between the Governor and tlie Commander in 
Chief, whether the former had a right to protect Col. Muiiro from the 
acts of the latter, upon which question no man can have a doubt who has 
any knowledge of tlie Constitution of Great Britain, and particularly of 
that of the Indian governments. I, who have arrived pretty nearly at the 
top of the tree, should be the last man to give up any point of militaiy 
right or etiquette. But I have no doubt whatever, not only that it was 
the right, but that it was the duty of the Governor in Council to interfere 
to save Col. Munro ; and that if ho hod not done so, and tlie public hod 
sustained any loss or inconvenience from his trial, or if the public atten- 
tion had been drawn to the injustice of bis trial, tlie Governor would have 
been severely responsible for the omission to perform his duty. 

So far for my opinion upon the main points of the question. As for 
the others, the conduct of officers upon the addresses, the orders issued, 
the resolutions entered into, the resignations of their offices, ikc. &c., they 
are consequences of the first error ; that is, of persons in authority making 
partisans of those placed under them, instead of making all obey the con- 
stituted authorities of the state. This conduct in the officers of the army 
would have been wrong even if the cause had been just, and the Com- 
mander in Chief had wished to screen Col. Munro from the persecution 
of the government : and it ia really not worth while to toko up my time 
in describing, or yours in perusing, a description of the folly, die incon- 
sistency, or the breaches of discipline and subordination contained in all 
those documents. I have eo much regard for the Madras army, to which 
I owe much, that I would sacrifice a great deal to have it in my power to 
restore them to that state of discipline, union, and respectability in which 
I left them in the year 1805; and I assure you that I shall rejoice most 
sincerely when I shall hear that their good sense and good temper have 
predominated over their feelings of party and their prejudices. 

I am very much obliged to you for your account of Persian affairs. I 
understand tliat an ambassador has passed Gibraltar, on his way to 


* Col. John Munro. 
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England ; but the question is, on what terms this concession on the part 
of Persia has been obtained. I am entirely ignorant of all this, and I only 
wish that you had been the instrument of making this arrangement. 

You will have heard of all that has passed in this country, and I will 
not, therefore, trouble you with a repetition of the story. The battle of 
Talavera was certainly the hardest fought of modern days, and the most 
glorious in its result to our troops. Each side engaged lost a quarter of 
their numbers. It is lamentable that, owing to the miserable inefficiency 
of the Spaniards, to their want of exertion, and the deficiency of numbers 
even of the allies, much more of discipline, and every other militaiy 
quality, when compared with the enemy in the Peninsula, the glory of the 
action is the only benefit which we have derived from it. But that is a 
solid and substantial benefit, of which we have derived some good conse- 
quences already ; for, strange to say, I have contrived, with the little 
British army, to keep every thing in check since tire month of August 
last; and if the Spaniards had not contrived, by their own folly, and 
against my entreaties and remonstrances, to lose an army in La Mancha 
about a fortnight ago, I think we might have brought them through the 
contest. As it is, however, I do not despair. 1 have in hand a most 
difficult task, from which I may not extricate myself ; but I must not 
shrink from it. I command an tmaninious army ,• I draw well with all 
the authorities in Spain and Portugal ; and I believe I have the good 
wishes of the whole world. In such circumstances one may fail, but it 
would be dishonorable to shrink from the task. 

Pray remember me kindly to all friends in the East Indies. I do not 
mention names, as I do not know whom you have with you; but I assure 
you that I have the most affectionate recollection of them all, and that 
nothing gives me greater pleasure than to hear of their prosperity. 

P.S. You will have seen that your father in law * distinguished himself 
in the battle of Talavera. He was wounded, and is gone to England ; but 
he is now quite well, and I expect his early return to the army. 

To Major R. Barclay. Bodajos, 3d Dec. 1809. 

I will not send away the letters which I have been writing to Malcolm 
and others without giving you a few lines to assure you of my constant 
remembrance and friendship. I have seen with concern the accounts of 
transactions at Madras ; but it has given me unfeigned pleasure to find 
that your name has not been mixed up in any of them. I should have 
been vexed if any body, so nearly connected officially and in friendship 
with me while I was in India, had been concerned in such folly. 

I don’t pretend to give you an account of affairs here. We have had 
hard work, and shall have still harder ; but I don’t despair. 1 have an 
unanimous army ; 1 agree well witli all the authorities in Portugal and 
Spain ; and I believe I have the good wishes of the whole world. 

Tlxe battle of Talavera was the hardest fought of modern times. The 
fire at Assye was heavier while it lasted; but the battle of Talavera lasted 
for 2 days and a night. Each party engaged lost a fourth of their num- 
bers ! ! ! Pray remember me to all friends, particularly to Symonds, 

* Lieut. Geii. Sii Alex. Cauipbell, K.C.B. 
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P,S. Pray how doea Salabut IChan get on ? Though he did call me a 

, because I would not allow him to eat pork, I cannot avoid being 

anxious about him. 

To Bart. Frere, Esq. Bndajoz, 6tU Dec. 1809. 

I write by desire of Mr. Dillon, to inform you that he is employed by 
contract with the Commissary Gen. of the army, to make at Sevilla, and 
to forward to Elvas, for the use of the British, 400,000 llw. of biscuit. 

To Bart. Frere, Esq. - Badajoz, Ctli Deo. 1809, 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters of tlie 2d and 3d, to 
which I had intended to reply by a detailed statement of my sentiments 
respecting the operations to be adopted by ihe corps of the Duque del 
Parque and the Duque de Alhurquerque; but this morning has brought 
me accounts of the defeat of the former on tlie 28th Nov. ; and that die 
latter had withdrawn from his position on the 2d inst., by order of govern- 
ment j which order must have been sent at the time Don F. de Saavedra 
wrote the note to you of the 2d. It is useless for me, dierefore, to trouble 
you with my ideas upon operations which can no longer be carried into 
execution. I must act according to my own views of what will be best 
for the general cause ; and I propose, therefore, to commence my march 
to cross the Tagus without loss of time. 

To Bart. Ftcre, Esq. Badajoz, Clh Doc. 1809. 

Six weeks have elapsed since the French Gen. Kellermann i-eleased 
Lieut. Cameron, of the 7 9th regt., on condition that Lieut, de Turenne, 
his aide de camp, who had been taken prisoner by the guerrillas in Cas- 
tille, should be released in exchange. Lieut. Cameron had arrived at the 
Britisli head quarters, and I applied to the government through the 
Ambassador, Lord Wellesley, that Lieut, de Turenne might be placed at 
my disposal; to which application, after the delay of a considerable period 
of time, I received a refusal ; and I then applied to the Portuguese 
government, and received their consent to the release of Lieut. V. de 
Farincouit in exchange for Lieut. Cameron, I directed Marshal Beres- 
ford to send that officer from Lisbon to tlie outposts of the Spanish army 
with his cartel of exchange ; and I have now the honor to enclose a report 
which I have received from Mardial Beresford of the steps he had taken 

G. O. Oadojoif} &th Duo. 1800. 

The conduct of Lieut. — , the oiQcer of Ihe barrack guard of the — regti in in« 

terferiiig with his guard between Lieut. — — and the Spanish guard, wos still move im« 
propw than the conduct of Lieut. » and its Indiscretion was equally manifested 

with its impropriety, as he was very shortly obliged to witlidraw from nil interference, by 
the superior numbers of the Spanish guard, 

Tlie officers and troops in Badajoz aro to understand that they are quartered in this town 
only because it is a convenient station in the line of oaiitoinnents occu^ned by the army j 
DUtthey are no port of the garrison of the fort, and have nothing to do with its duties. 

The guards which are mounted by the British troops are solely for regimental or brigade 
OTtpose^ and for the security of the stores of the army over whioli they am : tliey 
^ ^ safety of the place or its police, os connected with its security, 

ilie C^mander of the Forces adopts this mode of ci^pressing his disapprobation of the 
oTOttuct of Lieuts. — and — — — , of the — regt. He desires, however, that these 

omewB ^y be relewd from their arrest, os he hopes that what he has above stated wBl 
J^eveut toem as well os others from being guilty of such conduct in future. 
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to carry my orders into execution, and of the circumstances which have 
prevented him from completing them j and I have further to inform you, 
that, from later accounts from Almeida, I understand that, notwithstanding 
Marshal Beresford’s remonstrance, Lieut. V. de Farincourt, and the Por- 
tuguese officer in whose charge he was placed, are still detained at 
Ciudad Hodrigo. 

It is scarcely necessary to animadvert upon the impropriety of this 
conduct, which has been so frequently repeated by different officers in 
different parts, that it is hardly possible to believe that it is not counte- 
nanced by the government. 

I have hitherto omitted to make any representation to the Sec. of State 
upon this subject, from a desire to avoid bringing under the view of His 
Majesty circumstances which are calculated to give him so much pain. 
But I can no longer omit to perform this duty, unless Lieut. V. de Farin- 
court should he forthwith allowed to proceed from Ciudad Rodrigo, and 
reparation should he made for the insults to the Portuguese officer sent in 
charge of him. 

It must be obvious to the government, that they cannot with propriety 
claim a right to prevent any of the allies from communicating with the 
General officers in command of the enemy’s troops on the subject of the 
relief to be afforded to, and the exchange of, tlieir prisoners ; and that the 
result of this claim, and of the exercise of it in the manner in which it 
has been exercised, must bo to increase the difficulty of giving them any 
aid, and to alter the disposition of the officers and soldiers of the army, 
and of all the people in England, to give their cause every assistance in 
their power. 

To Bart. Frere, Esq. Badojoz, 6lh Dec. 1809. 

In reference to Lord Wellesley’s dispatch, marked R, of the 10th Nov., 
in which he enclosed the account of sums due to the Spanish government 
for certain shirts and sheets supplied for the use of the British hospitals, I 
have the honor to enclose the reports of the Commissary Gen., and of the 
Purveyor Gen. of Hospitals of the British army. From these reports, it 
would appear that die first transmitted from Seville only reached the 
British army ; and that the articles found in the bales did not correspond 
in number with the statement contained in the paper forwarded by Lord 
Wellesley, of which I enclose a copy. I conclude that the second trans- 
miss was received by the Spanish army ; but we certainly received only one. 

I shall be obliged to you if you will let me know to whom I am to pay 
for the shirts and sheets which we have received. 

To Bart. Frere, Esq. Bodajoz, 6th Dec. 1809. 

I shall not detain the messenger by any addition to my official letters 
of this day, excepting to lament that a cause which promised so well a 
few weeks agb should have been so completely lost by the ignorance, 
presumption, and mismanagement of those to whose direction it was 
intrusted. 

I declare that if they had preserved their two armies, or even one of 
them, the cause was safe. The French could have sent no reinforcements 
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which could have been of any use j time would have been gained ; the state 
of aifairs would have improved daily ; all tho chances were in our favor j 
and in the first moment of weakness occasioned by any diversion on the 
continent, or by the growing discontent of tlie French themselves with 
the war, the French armies must have been driven out of Spain'. But 
no ! Nothing will answer excepting to fight great battles in plains, in 
which their defeat is as certain as is tiie commencement of the battle. 
They will not credit the accounts I have repeatedly given them of tlie 
superior numbers even of the French ; they will seek tliem out, and they 
find them invariably in all parts in numbers superior to themselves. 

I am only afraid, now, that I shall be too late to save Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
the loss of which will secure for the French Old Castille, and will cut 
off all communication with the northern provinces, and leave them to 
their fate. I wonder whether the Spanish officers ever read the history- 
of the American war; or of their own war in the Dutch provinces; or 
of their own war in Portugal. 

To tba Rt. Hon. J. Yilliers. Badajoz, 6tb Sec. 1S08. 

I have received your letter of tlie 3d, and I am much concerned that 
any thing I wrote in mine should have hurt you in the least, I am 
thoroughly convinced that you have uniformly acted towards me in the 
fairest and the kindest manner, and if my letter to which you refer ex- 
pressed any other sentiment, it contained that which I did not, and could 
not, mean to express. 

You certainly never communicated to me the information on which you 
founded your dispatch of the 2d Oct, although you did the dispatch 
itself. This dispatch refers only to the general subject of the foreigners 
in the service of France, and expresses your opinion that much might be 
done to distress France, by inducing those foreigners to desei't from the 
armies in Spain, without reference to any particular facts or information 
upon which the last part of the opinion was founded. If I had known at 
the time that the lost part of your opinion was founded upon reports, I 
should have I'equested you not to send home those reports, as they would 
make an impression injurious to me upon false grounds, with the same 
freedom that I complained that this impression had been made certainly 
very unknowingly by you. You never could suspect that the whole of 
the report made to you was without foundation; and you naturally 
imagined tliat the facts were known to me, and that, from an erroneous 
opinion of mine, I had neglected this mode of annoying the enemy. 
You were quite right in bringing that subject before the government, 
and you were more in the right under the conception that I had neglected 
the subject entirely. But what I lamented was that T had not an oppor- 
tunity of showing you that I had not neglected the subject, and that you 
were misinformed as to the facts, before you sent home. I agree entirely 
witli you upon the whole of this subject; and you may depend upon it 
that, whenever I shall have an opportunity, I shall encourage the desertion 
of the foreigners from the army as much as may be in my power, 

I am convinced that, in all your recommendations to government, you 
act fairly upon your own opinions, and it gives me the greatest satis fao- 
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tion at all times to concur with you. Men in your situation and in mine, 
however, must look at all questions with a very different view ; which 
difference of view is, I believe, die main cause of any difference of 
opinion which may appear to exist between us. In my situation, I am 
hound to consider not only what is expedient, but what is practicable, 
and no General officer in these days can venture, even in a conddeutial 
dispatch to a minister, to speculate upon advantages of any description 
which it is not practicable to accomplish. If he ventures upon such 
speculations, the tables are immediately turned upon him ; and although 
none of the conditions or requisites of his speculation may have been 
performed, he is asked for what reason he did not acquire those advan- 
tages which he had described in his dispatches. Besides that, I conceive 
that acting as I do confidentially witii ministers, and acquainted as 1 am 
with tlieir means, the employment for them, and the difficulties of all 
descriptions which in these days they have to contend with, I should not 
act fairly by them if I were to speculate in my dispatches upon advan- 
tages which would result if certain measures were adopted, which mea- 
sures I know it to be out of their power to adopt. 

This principle applies strongly to the question of the increase of the 
force in this country. I am perfectly aware that 40,000 men are better 
than 30,000 j and that the sickness of the army, and other circumstances, 
may prevent my having 30,000 men for the field, outi of the number 
for which I have called. But upon this point I beg to refer you to Mr. 
Canning’s dispatch to Lord Wellesley of the 12th Aug., in which the 
whole question of the means of increasing the force in the Peninsula 
is fully canvassed, and the amount disposable for that purpose is deci- 
dedly stated. With the knowledge of these facts and opinions by the 
government, would it be fair, or indeed honest, in me to call for a man 
more than I thought absolutely necessary for my purpose ? 

In respect to the last part of your letter, I adverted to the subject of 
money for the Portuguese government at all, only because the Sec. of 
State in his letter to me, to which mine is an answer, point by point, re- 
fers to the assistance of all descriptions required to be given to Portugal, 
and the expense of that assistance. I had already called for arms, 
clothing, &c. &c., in different dispatches, and in the last I stated money. 

If I have calculated the deficit in the Portuguese resources of the year 
1809 erroneously, I have been misled by the papers which the Portuguese 
government have given me ; and by a paper you gave me yourself at 
Abrantes, in which the deficit is stated at about £900,000. 

I never pretended to cover a deficit of £900,000 with a subsidy of 
£300,000, but having stated the totals of the receipt, and of the expendi- 
ture as given to me, I stated the deficit, and upon what branches of the 
service it fell, and was likely to fall hereafter, all as stated to me officially ; 
and as a measure of relief (a ‘pradicable measure, in my opinion, for I 
never will recommend any other), I recommended that the King’s ser- 
vants should assist them with £300,000. 1 said nothing of the extent of 
the relief this loan would afford, nor did I pretend any thing so absurd 
as that it would cover the deficit ; all I hoped for was, that it would pre- 
vent the deficit from falling upon the military establishments, and those 
VOL. III. 
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connected with them. If 1 had asked for £900,000, I should not have 
got a shilling, and I think it more than probable that I shall get the 
£300,000 besides the pay for the officers. 

In respect to the effect of the advance of this sum upon Portuguese 
finance, or upon other exertions, I acknowledge that I for one am not 
sanguine enough to believe that any exertion Portugal can make, under 
existing circumstances, can increase her resources in any great degree. 

The first step for any country in the situation of Portugal to take, is to 
collect in some reasonable degree the taxes already existing, before they 
add to the numbers of them ; and I believe it will be very difficult for 
Portugal, with an enemy at the door, and having been in the possession 
of the French, and without a government, to pretend to make an efficient 
collection of the taxes already imposed on the people. The only re- 
source that remains, then, is to prevail upon the English ministers to 
assist Portugal, with what ? not the amount of the deficit, for that they 
cannot do, but with as large a sum as I think they have at their disposal, 
which, if it will not do every thing, will be of some use. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiere. Badajoz, 7t1i Dec. 1800. 

I have received your letter of the 3d, regarding Col. Handel, and I do 
not see any objection to his being sent hero. I forward with this Mr. 
Frere’s and my dispatches, which I heg you to peruse, and send tliem to 
England by the packet. 

P.S. I enclose a petition upon a matter in which I have no concern, to 
which I request you to have such an answer sent as you may think proper. 

To Vice Adm. tlie Hon. O. Berkeley. Badojos, 7t1i Dec. 1800. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of tlie 30th Nov. Ad- 
verting to the orders you have received from the Admiralty, and to the 
opinion which I have communicated to you upon those orders, and to the 
detention of the 23d light dragoons in consequence of them, I cannot 
request you to send to England an additional transport for tlie accommo- 
dation of the officers of the army returning for their healtli, much less 
for that of officers returning to England on account of their private 
affairs; however desirous I am to accommodate officers as far as the 
public service will allow. When transports or other vessels return to 
England or Ireland, 1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will 
allow accommodation to he afforded in them, in the first instance, to such 
officers as are obliged to return on account of their health; and next, to 
those who may go on theii- private affaim : but I cannot request that any 
vessel may be sent on purpose for their accommodation, I did not write 
to you or Mr, Villiers by the messenger to whom you refer. 

To Vice Adm, the Hon. G. Berkeley. Bndajnz, 7th Deo. 1809. 

I have answered by this opportunity your letter of the 30th Nov. In 
case of necessity, I will take care of the boats upon the Tagus ; hut I 
have in contemplation an ai-rangement which I shall propose to the 
government on this subject, which I hojie will have tiie effect of securing 
all we wish for. 
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I am much obliged to you for your attention to the Bugio, VJ e shall 
have in readiness at Cadiz, by the 15th of the month, and at Gibraltar, 
at about the same time, sums of money, for which I shall be very much 
obliged to you if you will send a vessel. Probably she had best go first 
to Gibraltar j but that must depend very much upon the state of the wind. 

To Lieut. Gen. Leite. Badojos, 7eh Deo. 1S09. 

I have for some time been desirous of having an opportunity of re- 
viewing the corps in the garrison of Elvas, comprising the brigade of 
Brig. Gen. Victoria; and witli your permission I shall be glad to see 
them at 10 o’clock on Monday, at any place between this and Elvas 
which you may fix upon. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Badajoz, 7th Dec. 1809. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will urge the transmission 
at an early period of the blankets, clothing, and other stores ordered for 
the Portuguese army ; as upon their arrival will depend in a great mea- 
sure the numbers of them which we shall have for duty, and their efficiency. 

In your last letter upon this subject, you referred only to 10,000 suits 
of clothing ; this was the last demand made, when it was supposed that 
20,000 suits were coming out. But as all these 20,000 were useless, and 
orders have now been given to send some of them elsewhere, I hope that 
you will have ordered out 20,000 suits in addition to the 10,000. 

I also hope your Lordship will have made an exertion to send us out 
hospital mates. You can have no idea of the difiBculties to which I am 
reduced in moving the army from its present quarters, for want of 
medical assistance ; and if, unfortunately, the troops should be sickly in 
their new quarters, or on them march, I do not know what is to become 
of them. It is very desirable that a few hospital ships should be attached 
to this army. I understand that there are some in the service in England, 
which might be sent out; and in case of the necessity for embarking, 
they would be exceedingly useful to ris. I also hope that your Lordship 
will have your eye upon us ; and if you should find that we are likely to 
be hard pressed in Portugal, that you will reinforce the squadron in the 
Tagus, 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Badojoz, 7tU Deo. 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose a return of stores, which I request your 
Lordship will be pleased to cause to be sent out to Lisbon as soon as 
possible, for the use of the army under my command. 

Memoranduin of articles of camp equipage required from England. 

Badajoz, 2nd Deo, 1809, 


Cavalry. Number. 

Sets of forage cords, four to a set 1500 

Water buckets 500 

Hair nose bags . * • • • • • • • • 8000 

{ Ropes * 500 

Fotes .««••• 4 • • 1500 

Mallets 200 


3000 coni sacks ; Oiese being no longer considered as regimental ncccssaiies. 

2 s 2 
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To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Btulujoz, 7(li Dec. 180.0. 

The Duqiie del Parque’s corps, which, in ray dispatch of the 30th 
Nov., I informed your Lordship had moved forward from Bejar on the 
llth, upon finding tliat Ihe enemy’s ti’oops in Old Castille had been 
weakened, had advanced as far as Alba de Tonnes on the 2l8t, with his 
advanced posts between Carpio and Fresno. These were attacked at 
Carpio on the 23d by a large corps of cavalry and infantry from Valla- 
dolid; but the enemy was repulsed, notwithstanding that the Spanish 
cavaby behaved in the most dastardly manner. The Duque del Parque, 
after this affair, advanced as far as Fresno, from whence he retired again 
on the 26th, and I have no further authentic account of his operations, 
excepting what is contained in the enclosed extract of a letter from Mr. 
Frere, of the 6th inst. 

The accounts which I have received from Col. Cox, at Almeida, state 
that the army was defeated on the evening of the 28tb, and had dispersed ; 
but Col. Cox communicated only the reports, usually exaggerated on 
these occasions, which he had received, but none of them from authentic 
sources. 

I enclose copies of letters which I wrote in the months of Sept, and 
Oct., upon the plan of operations proposed for the Duque del Parque’s 
corps, which was reinforced by the junction of Ballesteros’ corps, of 
from 1000 to 10,000 men, after those letters were written, which will 
serve to point out the difficulty and risk to which any corps is exposed in 
operations in that country. 

The last accounts which I have received from La Carolina are dated 
the Ist inst., at which period but very few of tbe remains of the dispersed 
array had come in ; and many of those who had come in were without 
arras. I understand, however, that 8000 men had gone to Cuenca, 
where Gen. Echavarri had taken the command of them. The French 
had not continued the pursuit ; but many of their troops had re-crossed 
the Tagus at Toledo, and some of their corps had marched into Old Cas- 
tille, and others had come to Talavera and Oropesa. 

I had urged the Spanish government to augment the army of the Duque 
de Alburquerque to 20,000 men, in order that it might occupy, in a suf- 
ficient manner, the passage of the Tagus at Almaraz, and the passes 
through the mountains leading from Arzobispo to Truxillo, in which 
position they would have covered effectually the province of Estremadura 
during the winter at least, and would have afforded time and leisure for 
prepaiations for further opposition to the enemy; and I delayed the 
movement which I have long been desirous of making to the northward 
of the Tagus, till the reinforcements could be sent to tlie Duque de 
Alburquerque, which I had lately recommended should be drawn from 
the army of the Duque del Pai-que. 

During the discussions upon this subject, the government have given 
orders to the Duque de Alburquerque to retire with his corps behind the 
Guadiana, to a position which he cannot maintain ; thus leaving open tbe 
road into Estremadura, and incurring the risk of the loss of that province, 
whenever the enemy choose to take possession of it. As it is very desirable 
that the British army should neither be involved in a contest for tlie 
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security of Estremadura, nor should have the discredit of retiring from 
the province when it shall he attacked, I am obliged to commence imnie* 
diately the movement which I had so long projected to the north of the 
Tagus. 

The defeat, dispersion, and almost annihilation, as an armed body, of 
the army of La Manclia, and tlie probable loss of arms by the army under 
the Duq^ue del Parque, induce me to draw the attention of the King’s 
ministers to this important subject. From all that I hear of the army in 
La Mancha, defeated on the 19th Nov., I believe that the greater number 
of the soldiers have returned to their homes ; but the war has drawn so 
little hitherto upon the population of Spain, that I have no doubt that the 
government will be able again to collect men for a fresh army ; but they 
certainly have not in their possession, and cannot acquire without assist- 
ance from Great Britain, the means of arming them. 

His Majesty’s ministers must be the best judges of the propriety of 
affording this assistance ; and 1 must observe that such is the nature of 
the government and of the people of Spain, of the officers who command 
the armies, and of the soldiers who serve in them, that I cannot be certain 
that the same misfortunes would not again occur, if the government had 
the means of putting another army in the field; and I cannot devise means 
by which His Majesty might be secured against this improvident waste of 
the resources and assistance which he might still be disposed to supply to 
the Spaniards. 

I would venture to suggest, however, that if in the course of the winter 
the Spanish government should so far get the better of the consequences 
of the late defeats as to be able to collect again the officers and men of an 
array, it would be a source of great regret if means of arming them were 
wanting at the moment in which they should be ready, and should be 
required to take the field; and it would be more particularly to be 
regretted, if recent events should have occasioned such an improvement of 
the government as has been long wished for in this country ; and if the 
situation of affairs in other parts of Europe should prevent the enemy 
from sending such a reinforcement to bis armies in Spain as at once to 
put an end to the contest. I would therefore recommend that such a 
supply of arms as can be afforded should he sent out in the first instance 
to the Tagus, to he under the direction of His Majesty’s minister at 
Seville, who should order them round to Cadiz, and dispose of them as he 
might deem best for His Majesty’s service. 


To Bait. Frere, Esq. Badojoz, 9th Dec. 1S09. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 6th inst., and I have 


G. O. Kndojoz, 8tb Dec. ISOO. 

d. The Commander of the Forces requests that on the inarch which 6he army is about to 
mabej the officers will attend to the orders of the 4tU May, Nos. 5 and 6, and to the G. 0. 
of the 7tb Oct., Nos. 8, 9, 10, and 1 1, relating to the mode of making requisitions upon the 
country. In addition to these orders, the Commander of the Forces desires tliat when any 
officer finds himself in the situation to be obliged to take articles of provisiiins or forage 
from the country upon his own receipts, he will i-eiHirl to his commanding officer tliat he 
has done so^ specifying particularly the date, the jdace, and the articles fur which be lias 
giren his receipt. The commanding officer will send this report to the Assisi. Com. at> 
tached to the brigade, regiment, or division of tlte army tu which the officer belongs. 
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since received accounts of the army in Old Castille to the 3d inst. fi’om 
■which it appears tliat although tlie army under the Duque del Parque has 
suffered considerably, and was not on the 3d in a state fit to perform any 
service, numbers of the troops still remain with it, and it may ho re- 
established by care and attention to llie wants of the troops, and rest. 

Recent events in La Mancha, as well as in Old Castillo, must have 
shown the Spanish government that it is desirable that they should avoid 
general actions in plains. Admitting that the' Spanish infantry, in its 
present state, is able to contend on equal teimis witli the French, it is 
obvious that the cavalry is not so; and without that arm an army is 
incomplete, and enters upon every operation mrder veiy considerable dis- 
advantages. It is not fair or just to the cavalry to attribute tlioir conduct 
in the different actions which have been fought lately to want of spirit. 
They are people of the same description with the other soldiers of tlie 
army, and must partake of the same feelings. It is, in fact, want of dis- 
cipline. Undisciplined cavalry have always condncted themselves in the 
same manner, in all countries ; and in the first years of the revolutionary 
war, the French themselves suffered frequently the same disasters from 
the flight and misbehaviour of their cavalry. Tlie want of discipline in 
the cavalry is an evil to which time alone can apply a remedy ; and in the 
mean time it is probable that the experience of the whole war, and parti- 
cularly of their recent misfortunes, will have pointed out to the govern- 
ment the only system of war which their troops are at present capable of 
undertaking, and for which their country is well adapted. 

I would strongly recommend to them, if they should be able to collect 
their troops again, to form their armies in large masses, for the occupation 
and defence of the many strong and important positions which the country 
affords ; to support these armies by magazines ; and while they will draw 
the attention of the great bodies of the enemy, who ai'e well aware, parti- 
cularly from what occurred lately at Tamames, that tlie Spanish troops 
cannot be attacked with impunity, or with small numbers, in a strong 
position, the parties of guerrillas, &c., may carry on their operations upon 
the enemy’s communications, and upon his flanks. If this system should 
be adopted, the enemy must turn these positions, if he should not attack 
them : this must take time, must alter the nature of his operations, must 
oblige bim to form magazines for the support of bis army, and increase 
the difficulty of all he undertakes. 

I would now recommend to the government to form a corps of 20,000 
men, under the Duque de Alburqnerque, and to place it at Truxillo, 
Deleytosa, &c., occupying the Mesa de Ibor, and the other positions which 
defend the passes in the .mountains between Arzobispo and Deleytosa. 
The bridge of Arzobispo ought also to be broken down, if in our power, 
as being entirely useless for an offensive operation by the allies, and only 
facilitating the attack of the Puerto de Mirabeto, opposite Almaroz, by 
the enemy, if he should be in possession of that bridge, and should wish 
to force a passage that way. Tins will effectually secure the province of 
Estremadnra, The remainder of the Duque del Parque’s troops should 
he collected in the mountains near Ciudad Rodrigo, aud by degrees 
extend themselves as far as the Puerto del Pico, destroying all the roads 
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flirough tliose mountains, and thus preventing the enemy from passing 
through them. 

I propose to collect the British and Portuguese armies between the 
Mondego and the Serra d* Estrella, communicating by their right with 
the Duque del Parque, if this plan should be adopted. If, however, the 
Duque de Alburquerque should be withdrawn from Truxillo, &c., it is 
obvious that a part of the British and Poiluguese army must be on the 
Tagus. 

According to this plan, we shall have a large force upon the left of the 
allied armies, capable at any time of extending into the plains of Castille, 
and upon the enemy’s communications ; and before the enemy can venture 
to make a serious invasion of the south of Spain with any very large force, 
he must dislodge the force which we shall have upon the frontiers of Cas- 
tille I unless indeed he should have in Spain a disposable force sufficiently 
large for both objects at the same time. 

I am not acquainted with the means which the government have of 
reforming their armies, and particularly of arming their troops, who must 
now require large numbers of arms. But in case they should liave it in 
their power to collect an army again, after their late defeats, the plan, of 
which I have above suggested the general outline and some of the details, 
appears the best calculated for the circumstances of the moment. It is 
founded upon experience of past misfortunes, and upon a general know- 
ledge of the country. It will keep the contest in existence ; and if suc- 
cessful, will prevent the enemy from extending himself. It will give 
Spain the chance of accidents, and of a change in the affairs of Europe ; 
and if any circumstance should oblige the enemy to weaken his force in 
Spain, or should even prevent him from feeding its strength with rein- 
forcements ; or if time should improve the military system and means of 
the Spanish nation, it may lead to the results for which we all wish. 

The British troops have begun their march this morning ; hut some time 
will elapse before they are withdrawn from Merida, Montijo, &c. 

iiauoKANUuu ne ofbuations in 1800. 

(See letter to Lord Liverpool, p. 633 : BaUujoz, lOtli Dec. 1809.J 
[The Notes to this MunoranUum are hi the Manuscript.] 

Badajoz, 9th Dec. 1809. 

The British army, intended for the service in Portugal and Spain, was 
complete in the end of April, with the exception of one brigade of infantry 
not arrived, and some troops expected from Gibraltar, when relieved by 
others to be sent from Portugal. Sir Arthur Wellesley landed at Lisbon 
on the 23d April. 

At that time the French had got possession of Zaragoza, Marshal Soult 
held Oporto and the northern provinces of Portugal. The battle of Me- 
dellin had been fought on the 29th March ; and Gen. Cuesta was endea- 
voring to recover from its effects, and to collect an army again at Monas- 
terio, in the mountains of the Sierra Morena. The French, under Marshal 
Victor, were in possession of the Guadiana, and had their advanced posts 
as forward as Los Santos. Sehastiani was at Ciudad Beal, and held in 
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check the army of La Carolina, at that time under the command of Gen, 
Venegas, consisting of about 12,000 men. Ney was in possession of 
Galicia; Salamanca was held by a small detachment of French troops; 
St. Oyr was in Catalonia with his corps of 25,000 men; and Kellerraann, 
who had succeeded to Bessi^res in the command of the 6tli corps, was at 
Valladolid. Mortier,* * * § with his corps, and the Due d’Abrantes, with the 
8th corps, at Zaragoza. 

The Portuguese army was totally disorganized, and nearly annihilated ; 
and the Spanish troops were scarcely able to hold their positions in the 
Sierra Morena. 

The Marques de la Romans, who had been with his corps on the 
frontiers of Portugal, near Chaves, from the period of the embaikation of 
the British army at Corufia, in the month of January, till the month of 
March, had moved from thence when Soult invaded Portugal by Chaves, 
and afterwards moved towards the Asturias with his army, and went him- 
self into that province. 

Sir J. Cradock gave the command to Sir A. Wellesley on the 2'Ith April ; 
and on the same day the orders were given for the collection and march of 
the troops, preparatory to the attack of Soult at Oporto. 

Soult was driven from Oporto on the 12th May, and on the 18th he 
entered Galicia, closely pursued by tlie British and Portuguese troops, 
having lost all his cannon, his military chest, many stands of ams, baggage, 
&c. &c., and bringing with him not more than 8000 men of his corps, t 
In the mean time the following events had occurred in other parts. 
Ney, in conjunction with Kellermann, had invaded the Asturias, which 
province they entered on the beginning of May ; the Marques de la Ro- 
inana having escaped from Gijon in a sloop of war. The inhabitants of 
Vigo, aided by Capt. Mackinley of the Lively, had taken possession of 
that town ; and in the absence of Ney and Soult from Galicia, had pushed 
their parties as far as Lugo, which town they had attacked. Marshal 
Victor repassed the Guadiana about the 12th or 13th May, and detached a 
division across the Tagus at Alcantara on the 14th. This division retired 
again in a few days, probably as soon as it had heard of the success of tlie 
12th against Soult ; but Sir A. Wellesley having discontinued the fiu-ther 
pursuit of Soult on the 18th of May, and having on the 19th received the 
accounts of the passage of the Tagus of this division, immediately gave 
orders for the return of the troops to the southward, and set out himself. J 
The leading troops arrived at Coimbra, on the Mondego, on the 26tli 
■May ; but Sir A. Wellesley, having in the mean time heard that the French 
division which had passed the Tagus at Alcantara had recrossed that river, 
discontinued the rapidity of the march which he had at first orderetl, and 
the British troops did not an-ive on the Tagus till between the 7th and 
12th June.S They halted here till the 27tb June, pai’tly to receive suj)- 
plies of money, and of shoes and other articles of equipment wanting, and 

• I rather believs that Mortier had moved from Zaragoza ; but some time elapsed 
before he strived in Oid Costille- 

t See letters to the Sec. of State 18th May. 

i See dispatch to the Sec. of State 30th May. 

§ See dispatch to the See. of State 81st May, 
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to give rest to tlie men and horses after the rapid marches they had made 
to the frontier of Galicia and hack again. It was also desirable to receive 
the reinforcements of the 48th and 61st regts. expected from Gibraltar, 
and the 23d light dragoons ai-rived from England, before any furdiei 
operations were entered upon. 

During this time the French brought Ney’s coi-ps out of Asturias back 
into Galicia; and on the 6th June they made an attempt, in conjunction 
with a detachment from Soult’s corps, to obtain possession of Vigo. In 
their attempt upon the bridge of San Payo they failed entirely ; and Soult 
failed equally in all his endeavors to bring to action on the river Sill the 
corps of tlie Marques de la Pomana, which had again in the beginning of 
the month of June assembled near Orense upon the frontiers of Portugal. 

The Marques de la Romana having retired from Orense towards Vigo, 
Soult determined to withdraw from Galicia altogether, leaving Ney’s corps 
alone in that province' ;* and he marched in the end of June to Zamora, 
on the Duero, in order to re-equip and refit his army. Ney, finding him- 
self too weak to maintain Galicia when alone, also evacuated that province 
in the middle of July, and posted himself at Astorga. f — 

As soon as Victor found that the British army had arrived upon the 
Tagus, he began to retire from Estremadum on the 14th and 15th June ; 
and he finally crossed the Tagus at Almaraz on the 24th June, 2 days before 
the British army broke up from Abrantes, &c., to march to Plasencia. J 

■■ See the letters from Sunlt to King Joseph intercepted upon Gen. Prunceschi. 

f After the perusal of these details, and of Soolt's letter to King Joseph, can any man 
doubt that the eracnalion of Galicia was occasioned by the operations of the British troops 
in Bortugai t Soult retired from Portugal in such a state that he could do nothing till 
he was re-equipped, for which purpose he went to Zamora, leaving Ney in Galicia, and 
directing him to huld the province. Ney Stids himself too weak to hold his ground, auil 
goes to Astorga, and the province remains in the possession of the Marques de la Itomaiia 
(who had been too weak to engage SouU's corps singly, even in its reduced and crippled 
state), and of the British seamen and others in the garrisou of Vigo. 

1 One of the ones against Sir A. W. has been for delaying his march from Abrantes 
to so late a period, which was declared to be owing to some disputes with Geu. Cuesta 
about command, or some other trilling object. Soring the halt at Abrantes, a discussion 
was carried on with Gen. Cuesta, through Lieut. Col. Bouike, not about command or any 
other trifling object, but about the future operations of the two armies. The whole corre- 
spondence went to Mr. Prere, and is probably in the office of tiie Sec. of State for Foreign 
aflhirs. But 1 believe no man who knows what an army is, that the people and animals 
composing it are men and beasts like others, who require rest after great fatigues in a hot 
climate, and that carriages in an army, and other articles of equipment, require repair and 
to be replaced, alter a long journey over Ijod roads, such as bad been made from the Tagus 
to Galicia and back again in little more than a month, will believe that the halt ujxin the 
Tagus fur one fortnight was too long. Besides, the army could not march without money. 
A supply reached Abrantes on the 2Sth ; and the moment it was received the march was 
ordered, and commenced on the 27th. 

But the pith of this ory is, that in oonseqaenoe of this delay upon the Tagu^ Victor 
escaped from Bstremadura. Let any man trace Victor's opcratiims from tlie middle of 
May till the end of June, when he finally crossed the Tagus, and he will sec that they 
were guided by the intelligence he received of tlrose of the British army. He sent a corps 
across the Tagus, and repassed the Guadiuiia himself, when he found the British army 
gone to Oporto to attack Soult ; he withdrew that coips again when he beard of the result 
of the attack of Soult at Oporto j he began to retire across the Tagus on the Idth and 16th 
June, when he found the British army arrived upon the Tagus at Abrantes ; and he with- 
drew his troops from Merida, and completed tlie evacuation of the soutbeiTi Estremaduro, 
and crossed the Tagus on the 24th Jime, when hefovmd that the British army was about to 
march to Plasencia. If these facts are all true, ami they are all recorded m the oflioial 
rejrurts of the day, what difference could it have made in Victor's situation if Sr A. W. 
hod moved from Abrantes a few days sooner ? Only that Victor would have retired across 
die Tagus a few days sooner than he did !!! 



634 


SPAIN. 


Kellermam's corps evacuated Asturias and Biscay, and returned to Val- 
ladolid; and Mortier’s corps was at Leon. Suchet, having defeated Blake 
at Belchite on the 18th June, had returned to Zai'agoza; and the corps of 
Sfc Cyr was employed in the blockade of Gcrona. 

The Spanish array under Gen. Cuesto, which had been reinforced with 
cavalry and infantry, and had been refitted with extraordinary celerity 
since the action of Medellin, had advanced from Monasterio in the middle 
of May, when Victor had crossed the Guadiana to support the division 
which he had detached over the bridge of Alcantara; and Gen. Cuesta 
made an attack upon a fortified post which the enemy had left at Merida. 
In this attack he did not succeed ; the enemy maintained their post at 
Merida, and Gen. Cuesta had his head quarters at Fuente del Maestre till 
the end of June, when the enemy evacuated Estremadnra, and passed tlie 
Tagus at Almaraz, upon hearing of the arrival of the British army upon 
that river at Abrantes. 

In the end of June Gen. Cuesta fixed his head quarters at the Puerto 
de Mirabete, opposite Almaraz, having a division of his army at Arzo- 
bispo. Thus, then, in the end of June, the Spanish array under Cuesta 
was upon the Tagus ; the French, under Victor, at Talavera de la Reyna ; 
Sebastiani had retired from Ciudad Real, and had arrived near Toledo ; 
and Venegas’ corps, which had likewise been reinforced, had advanced 
into La Mancha. Tlie French had evacuated Galicia, with tho exception 
of Ney’s corps, which left that province at a later period, and arrived at 
Astorga in the middle of July. Mortier was at Leon, Soult at Zninorn, 
Kellermann at Valladolid, Suchet at Zaragoza, and St. Cyr engaged in the 
blockade of Gorona. The British army broke up from Abrantes, &c., on 
the 27th June, to march to Plasencia, in order to co-operate with die Spa- 
nish troops in an endeavor to drive die French from the south of Spain. 

The Commanding oflicer of the King’s troops in Portugal is alone re- 
sponsible for this operation, for which the motives were various. 1st, 
adverting to the general state of die war in Spain, as well as in Germany, 
it appeared to be desirable to make an effort at that time in Spain. 2dly, 
the means appeared to be adequate to the object in view. Gen. Cuesta 
had under his immediate command 38,000 men, and Gen. Venegas 18,000 ; 
end the British army was not less than 20,000 men, besides Gon. R. Crau- 
furd’s brigade, which had landed at Lisbon on the 28tli June, and was to 
commence its march to join the army immediately. Against these troops 
were to be opposed 28,000 men under Victor, and 12,000 under Sebas- 
tiani ; and whatever the King could bring from the garrison of Madrid, 
and his guards. 

It was not known till the beginning of July that even Soult had eva- 
cuated Galicia, in a state, as appears by the intercepted letters taken on 
Gen. Francesohi, very unfit for service ; nor that Ney had quitted that 
province and gone to Astorga, till late in July ; * and Morticr and Keller- 
mann were supposed still to be in the Asturias and Biscay. 

The difficulties of the operation were calculated ; but it was supposed 
that the orders of the Spanish government would furnish tho means of 

* I do not think wo wore certain of Noy’s ovacnafion of Galicia till he entered Eatremn- 
dura, in August. 
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transport and provisions that were or might be required, as they had ex- 
pressed the greatest anxiety for the co-operation of the British troops. 
The means of transport were known to exist in the country, and die 
hoi'vest about to be reaped, it was imagined, would have horded an 
abundance of provisions. 

The troops which broke up from Abrantes and the neighbourhood on 
the 27th June, reached Plasencia between the 7th and lOth July, on 
which day Sir A. Wellesley went over to the Puerto de Mirabete, to 
confer and concert a plan of operations with Gen. Cuesta. The objects 
of the plan were to bring into operation upon the enemy, at the same time, 
the British army and the two Spanish corps, under Cuesta and Venegas, 
in such a manner as to prevent the enemy from bringing his concentrated 
force to bear upon either. 

It was impossible for the corps of Cuesta and V enegas, issuing from the 
defensive positions which they had occupied in Estreraadura and La Mancha 
respectively, to join, or to have any military communication in this opera- 
tion, excepting by Talavera and the bridge of Toledo ;* and it was obvious 
that unless the enemy should be alarmed for the safety of Madrid by one 
of the corps, he would fall with his whole collected strength upon the 
other. It was necessary to divide the attention of the enemy as much as 
possible, and to choose such a line of marcli for each corps as to prevent 
the enemy from opposing the march of cither by natural obstacles, or by 
any tiling excepting detachments from his own concentrated force. 

Gen. Venegas was therefore ordered by Cuesta to direct his march by 
Tembleque, Tarancon, and Fuentiduefia to Arganda, where he was to be 
on the 22d July, the day appointed for the arrival of the combined British 
and Spanish armies at Talavera. By passing by Fuentiduena, Gen. Venegas 
could have crossed the Tagus at a ford, and nothing could have prevented 
his arrival at his station but the opposition of the enemy. This was all 
that was wished for j at the same time that, if he had been opposed by a 
corps too strong for him, his retreat was always open to the mountains of 
Cuenca; and the enemy could not have followed him in strength, and 
could not have undertaken any operation against La Carolina, pressed as 
they would have been on the other flank by the combined armies. 

The only corps with which it was supposed that the combined armies 
would have had to engage, were the corps of Victor, Sebastiani, and the 
King. The other French corps in Spain were understood to be otherwise 
occupied ; and, at all events, it was conceived that the occupation of the 
Puerto de Banos by Gen. Cuesta’s detachment, and of the Puerto de Perales 
by the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, and by the position of Marshal Beres- 
ford’s corps on the frontiers of Portugal, would have prevented the enemy 
from penetrating into Estremadura by the passes in the rear of the army.f 

Sir A. Wellesley returned to Plasencia on the 12th, and found that the 
hopes were disappointed which he had formed of drawing from Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and other places in Castille, the means of transport which he had 

* See dispatch to Lord Wellesley 24th Aug. from Merida, describing flic difficulty of 
SUCH an operation. 

f See dispatch to the Sec. of State 8th Aug. 
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required,* and which had been supplied by those places in the preceding 
year to the army under Sir J. Moore. He still considered it necessary, 
however, to carry into execution the plan of operations agreed upon with 
Gen. Cucsta, as he was unwilling to disappoint that General ; and as Gen. 
Venegas’ corps, which it was supposed would have commenced its opera- 
tions, would have been exposed to risk ; and, moreover, Sir A. W. ex- 
pected tliat the array would have been supplied with provisions from tlie 
Vera de Plasencia till it should be supplied with means of transport from 
Seville, for which Gen. Cuesta had written, or from La Mancha. Sir 
A. W,, however, gave notice that he should co-operate only in the first 
operation, t which should put Gen. Cuesta in possession of the passage of 
the Alberche, and of the course of the Tagus, and should enable him to 
communicate with Gen. Venegas, until the wants of the British army 
should be supplied. 

A part of the British army, consisting of about 1000 Portuguese troops 
under Sir R. Wilson, (and which corps had been reinforced by 2 Spanish 
battalions,) was to march according to the plan through the Vera de Pla- 
sencia, on the left of the combined ai-mies, to Escalona, on the Alberche. 
This corps marched on the 15th July, and the British army, according to 
the plan agreed upon, commenced its march on the llth and 18th July j 
the 23d light dragoons and 48th regt. having joined the army while it was 
at Plasencia, and the 61st being expected to join on the 18th. 

Sir R. Wilson arrived at Escalona on the 22d, and the combined 
armies at Talavera on the same day ; and they drove in tlie enemy's 
outposts. On the 23d J arrangements were made, and the British army 
had marched and was in column near the Alberche to attack the, French 
corps of Victor, posted on the heights beyond the river; but Gen. Cuesta 
preferred to delay the attack till the following morning; and when the 
troops were formed on that morning at daylight, it was found that the 
enemy had withdrawn during the night. Gen. Cuesta then continued his 
march in pursuit of them to S'» Olalla ; but they had gone to Torrijos, 
and thence even farther, to Bargas. The main body of the British re- 
mained at Talavera ; with a division of infantry at Cazalcgas to keep up 
the communication with Gen. Cuesta; and another at Cardiel, on the 
Alberche, to keep up the communication with Sir R. Wilson at Escalona. 

* See letter to Gen. O’Boncgu 16th July, enclosed in dispatch to the Sec. of State 34lh 
July. 

+ See letter to Gen. O’Doninu 16th July. 

j See dispatch to the Sec. of State 24th July. 

All the discussions upon this subjeet, and the misrepresentations, show die difficulty of 
sen'ing the British public, and llie small degree of satisfaction which any foreign officer 
has in co-operating with the British troops, Gen. Cnesto chose to delay tlie attack to the 
24th, for which delay there wei-enot wanting good and valid reasons; but no such reasons 
are conceived, or aie allowed to exist. A lie is invented and oiroulateil, vi*. ; that tlio 
23d was Sunday, and tiicii Sir A. W. is abused for being the author of the lie. There 
wos, however, one curious circumstance attending this transaction, wliicb shows the nature 
of the war in Spain, and the deflciency of intelligence by the Spanish General officers, and 
that IS, that altbongli Sir A. IV. suspected it on the evening of the 22il, and made pie- 
puations accordingly, it was uuf posifivcly ascetfained fill the morning of tlie 23d that the 
whme of the French army was at Casalegns ; and yet the vedettes of the outposts were 
mthm shot of each other, and the narrow river of the Allierchc idone divided the armies ! ! I 
The French must, in the night of the 23d, have acquired ihom our army the Icnowledae of 
out intended attack. 
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The scarcity of provisions had been so great since the 20th, owing to 
the failure of the magistrates and inhabitants of the Vera de Plasencia to 
perform the contracts into which they had entered with a British Com- 
missary, to supply at Talavera 240,000 rations before the 24th, that the 
British array was totally unable to move.* Tlie armies remained on the 
25th in the positions taken up on the 24tli, and the enemy collected all 
his force at Bargas. 

It appears that Gen. Venegas had not obeyed the orders he had re- 
ceived, to direct his march upon Puentiduena and Arganda.f The enemy 
tlierefore had no apprehension from his operations, and they collected 
their whole force to oppose the combined armies. They attacked Cuesta’s 
outposts at Torrijos on the morning of the 26th, and drove them in; and 
Gen. Cuesta retired with his army on that day to the left bank of the 
Alberche, the Britiah division still remaining at Cazalegas, the division 
at Cardiel having joined; and on the 21th Gen. Cuesta crossed the 
Alberche, and took up his position near Talavera ; and the British troops 
retired from Cazalegas, one division remaining as an outpost in the woods 
opposite the enemy’s position on the Alberche, the other going to its 
position near Talavera. 

A general action being obviously to be expected on the 26th, Sir R. 
Wilson was ordered from Escalona to join the army with his corps, 
through the mountains by Marrupe. The enemy attacked the outposts 
in the woods on the 21th, which retired to the position occupied by the 
army ; and on that night, and on the 28th, followed the battle of Tala- 
vera.J The enemy retired in the evening and during the night of the 
28th, and took up a position, with a rear guard of 10,000 men, on the 
heights of Cazalegas, beyond the Alberche. The British army and 
Spanish armies, which had been joined on the evening of the 29th by 
Gen. R. Cranfurd’s brigade of infantry, remained on the field of battle of 
Talavera, with their advanced posts, consisting of Gen. Craufurd’s brigade, 
in the woods, nearly in the place in which they bad been on the 2lt]i. 

On the 29th, Gen. Venegas went to Amnjnez, and made an attack upon 
a post of about 2000 men, which the enemy had left at Toledo. The 
King with the reserve, therefore, and Sebastiani’s corps, went to oppose 
his advance, while Victor was left to watch the combined armies. 

On the 31st, Sir R. Wilson’s corps, which had been called to the army 
when the general action was expected, and liad arrived at Marrupe, re- 
turned towards Escalona; and the enemy’s rear guard at Cazalegas retired 
on the same night, and went to Maqueda. 

On the 30th, accounts had been received by Gen. Cuesta that rations 
for a corps of 12,000 men had been ordered at Fuente Roble, north of 
the Puerto de Banos; and for 24,000 men at Los Santos, near the same 
place ; supposed to be for the corps of Soult, which was known to have, 

* See dispatch to the Sec. of State 21th Jul^. There » no doubt that if these contracts 
had been performed the British army would hare been at Madrid on' the 27th July. 
Would matters have been improved b;r d>sir going tliete, the French having at tliis time 
brought into that port of Spain all their troops, amounting to not less than 90,000 men ? 

j- This foilm-e by Gen. Venegas is to be attributed to orders which he had received from 
tlie Central Junta ! 

1 See the dispatches to the Sec. of .State 39th July, and 8t)i Aug. 
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been at Zamora in the end of June, and for which equipments had been 
called for by Soult. It was expected, however, that the troops in Uie 
Puerto would make some resistance, and would stop their march j or that 
Soult might have been induced to desist from it by the position of Mar- 
shal Beresford’s corps, or by the accounts he would have received of tlie 
victory at Talavera on the 28th July. 

It has already been stated that the Portuguese army in April was 
totally disorganized, and nearly annihilated; at the same time it had been 
necessary to employ the few men who were in the service in the expe- 
dition against Soult, and in the defensive measures adopted for the 
security of the western frontier, when the army marched on that expedition. 

When the British army was about to enter Spain in the end of June, 
there was no longer any danger for the north of Portugal ; and it was 
desirable that advantage should be taken of the leisure which tliis security 
afforded, to collect in one camp the disposable part of the Portuguese 
army, in which Marslial Beresford should have an opportunity of forming 
and organizing the troops. 

A camp on the frontiers of Beira, between Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida, 
was considered the best situation for this purpose ; and it had this addi- 
tional recommendation, that the Portuguese corps, to which a British 
brigade was to be added, principally for the purpose of example, would 
protect the only vulnerable part of the Portuguese frontier which was 
exposed to attack; added to the security of the left of the British army; 
and, above all, protected the passage into Estremadura by the Puerto de 
Perales. From this situation, also, this Portuguese corps could have 
been brought with advantage in a subsequent part of the campaign, when 
it was hoped that the troops would be formed; but it was neither intended 
nor expected that Marshal Berosford’s corps should co-operato, except as 
above stated, in the first operations of the months of July and Aug. 

Notwithstanding the hopes entertained that Soult’s march might have 
been stopped, or that he might have been induced to desist from it, it 
was desirable, as Gen. Cuesta had not confidence in the exertions of the 
troops in the Puerto, that they should be reinforced; but he declined to 
reinforce them, and persisted in his reftisal to do so till the morning of 
the 2d Aug., when he detached Gen. Bassecourt with his division for 
that purpose. In the mean time the troops in the Puerto had retired 
without firing a shot, and had gone to the bridge over the Tagus at 
Almaraz, which they took up; and Soult entered Plasencia unresisted on 
the 1st Aug.» 

It was then necessary to take decisive measures to re-establish tlie 
communication with Portugal, and for this purpose the British army 
marched^ on the morning of the 3d to Oropesa, leaving Gen. Cuesta’s 
^vision in charge of the post at Talavera, and of the hospital.f On that 
day, for the fii’st time, Gen. Cuesta received accounts, apprising him of 


* See dispatch to the See. of State Sth Aug. 

“'’I® corps of 



SPAIN. 039 

the real strength of the army whicli Soult had brought with him into 
Estremadura, which consisted of 34,000 men, and he imagined that the 
British corps was not equal to a contest with such numbers. He there- 
fore immediately determined to withdraw from Talavera, and to join the 
British army at Oropesa ; and thus he lost the hospital, and exposed the 
combined armies to be attacked in front and rear at the same time. 

Soult’s army arrived at Navalmoral on the evening of the 3d ; and in 
this position stood between the combined armies and the bridge of 
Almaraz, which it was supposed was removed, but most probably was, or 
it might have been, easily destroyed. The only retreat which remained 
was by the bridge of Arzobispo. There was a direct road to this bridge 
from Talavera de la Reyna, by Calera, and another direct from Naval- 
moral, each of them passing at not less than 10 or 12 miles’ distance from 
Oropesa, the station at which the combined armies were assembled on the 
morning of the 4th inst. 

Besides these circumstances attending the only retreat the armies had, 
it was to be observed that the enemy had now collected in Estremadura 
all the disposable force which he had in Gralicia and Castille, with the 
exception of the corps of Kellermann, which still remained at Valladolid : 
34,000 men were known to be added to the force already opposed to the 
combined armies j and it tvas obvious that they must retire across the 
Tagus, and take up a defensive position on that river. Accordingly, the 
British army having halted at Oropesa on the night of the 3d, marched 
early on the 4th to Arzobispo, and immediately crossed the Tagus ; and 
the Spanish army, which had marched from Talavera on the night of the 
3d, halted during the early part of the day of the 4th at Oropesa, and 
marched, and arrived at Arzobispo on the evening of the 4th. 

On the 5 th, the British army continued its march, and the advanced 
guard was placed upon the Mesa de Ibor, to secure tlmt passage ; and on 
the 6th the army arrived at the Mesa de Ibor, and the advanced guard at 
the Casas del Puerto, on the Tagus, opposite Almaraz ; and on the 7th the 
head of the column of the army arrived at Deleytosa, which place was 
reached on the 8th and 9th by the rear divisions.* 

The Spanish array in the mean time crossed the Tagus on the 5th, and 
the headquarters were removed to Peraleda de Gurbin on the 7lh, leaving 
an advanced guard at the bridge of Arzobispo; which was surprised on 
the 8th, and lost many men, and 30 pieces of cannon. t 

* This is the history of our giving up the post of honor, os the French call it, to tho 
Spanionls. In fact, the British army was necessarily the left thronghont tlie operatiom; 
and could not change that disposition without giving up the defence of Portugal. Besides 
that, all these operations, from the morning of roe 4th, were carried on against the inclina- 
tion of Glen. Cuesta ; and tho retreat being necessary. Sic A. W. could not have made it, 
or have forced Cuesta to mahe it, if the British army had not begun it. Another circum- 
stance is, that the bridge of Arzobispo was not reckoned the post of honor. The Mesa de 
Ibor, till the evening of the Sth, was the point, the loss of which was most apprehended. 

f See dispatch to the Sec. of State 21st Aug. 

The French made much more of this affair than they ought. Nothing could behave 
worse than they did, excepting the Spaniards. They ought to have annihilated tiie S})anish 
army, but they were afraid to follow them, and did not even know that they had taken the 
greatest part of tlie cannon ; they bad not even patrolled the ground 3 days afterwards, 
when Col. Waters went to Mortier with a flag of truce from them. Sec dispatch to Lord 
Wellesley of tlie 9th Ang. for fiie detail of this sur])rise; and of the state of the Sxiaiiish 
army afterwards. 
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On the 11th Aug. the head quartei-s of the British army were trans- 
ferred to Jaraicejo, leaving Deleytosa open for the Spanish army, to which 
place their Ijead quarters were removed on the IStlij Gen. Cuesta having 
resigned the'command of the ai’my on the 12th. 

While this was going on on the left, Gen. Venegas was attacked at 
Aranjuez by Sebastiani and the King on the 5th j* in which action he 
had some success. But he then resolved to retire to tl)e Sierra Morena, 
and actually marched as far as Tembleque.f He then altered this resolu- 
tion, and he returned to Almonacid on the 11th,' where he was attacked 
and defeated, with the loss of 4000 men.j; He then retired into the 
mountains of the Sierra Morena. 

When tlie French evacuated Old Castille in the end of the month of 
July, to collect tlieir armies in Eatremadura, the Duque del Parque, the 
Commandant of Ciudad Rodrigo, sent a detachment from his garrison to 
take possession of Salamanca. This circumstance, and the probable early 
arrival of Romana’s coi'ps in Old Castille from Galicia, and the certainty 
that the position taken up by the allied armies was of such a nature, that 
no effort which they could make would dislodge them from it, induced 
the enemy to march the corps of Soul! and Ney to Plasencia on the 9th, 
loth, and 11th; and to send the latter into Castille through the Puerto de 
Banos, on the 12th Aug.§ Ney there fell in with, and defeated Sir R. 
Wilson’s detachment ; which, after the combined armies had retired from 
Talavera and Oropesa to Arzobispo, had been unable to reach the latter 
place ; and had marched through the Vera de Plasencia, and the Puerto 
de Tornavacas; and was on its march when Ney passed through the 
Puerto do Baiios. Thus, in the middle of August, Ney was at Sala- 
manca; Kellermann at Valladolid; Soult at Plasencia; Mortier at 
Oropesa and Arzobispo ; Victor at Talavera and Toledo ; and Sebastiani 
in La Mancha ; while the British army was at Jaraicejo ; Gen. Eguia at 
Deleytosa (Gen. Cuesta having resigned); .and Gen. Venegas at La 
Carolina, in the Sierra Morena. 

On the 20th Aug., the British army, having suffered from extreme 
distress of provisions, broke up from its positions at Jaraicejo and the 
Casas del Puerto, || the latter of which was occupied by the Spanish troops ; 
and it moved ■with its head quarters to Badajoz, on the 3d Sept., and 
occupied a position on the frontiers of Spain and Portugal, in which, 
while it would give protection to both, countries, it would be enabled to 
subsist with ease ; and it would be possible to give the troops the refresh- 
ments they required, as well os the clothing and equipments which they 
wanted; and it has remained in that position.^ The Portuguese army, 

* 1 1 § Spb dispatch to the Sec. of State Slat Aug. 

|1 See dispatches to the Sec. of State 31st Aug. ; and to Lord Wellesley of the 13th, 
13tli, ISth, 16lh, 31sf, and 23d Aug. 

^ Therenevet was a position better calculated than this was for the nurnoscs of defending 
Spain and Portugal. “ 

The French bad from the end of August not less than from 70,000 to 00,000 men dis- 
posable j tJiey bare since destroyed 2 armiea of Spaniards whicii it was tliougld proper to 
expose to their attack ; and yet tlicy have not been able to advance, or to gain any solid 
advantage beyond that of destroying the Spaniards. 

The fMt is, that the British army bee saved Spain and Portugal during this year* The 
Spaniards have no army now that is complete, excepting 13,000 men under the Duque de 
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under Marshal Beresford, also withdrew nearly about the same time 
within the Portuguese frontier, and went into cantonments.* 

In the mean time the Spanish army of Estremadura was reduced to the 
number of 6000 men at Deleytosa ; and Gen. Eguia comii^nced his 
march with the remainder towards La Mancha in the middle of Sep- 
tember. Nearly about the same period 13,000 men of the corps of the 
Marques de la Romana arrived in the neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
from Galicia ; and the command was taken from the Marques and given 
to the Duque del Parque.f The Duque immediately put himself at their 
head, and marched to Villa Vieja,{ and threatened the French posts 
towards Salamanca; but the enemy having reconnaitred him, and having 
drawn in all their detachments with a view to attack him, the Duque del 
Parque retired from Villa Vieja on the 23d, to the neighbourhood of 
Ciudad Rodrigo. 

The forward movement by the Duque del Parque, which the French 
conceived to be connected with a movement to be made by the British 
army, and with the march of Gen. Eguia into La Mancha, induced Soult 
to abandon Plasencia on the 1st Oct. ;§ and he moved to Oropesa. The 
Duque del Parque then occupied the strong position of Tamames, on the 
Castille side of the Puerto de Banos ; in which he was attacked on the 
19th Oct. by Gen. Marchand, in the command of Ney’s corps,|[ Ney 
having gone to France ; and the French were defeated, with the loss of 
one piece of cannon. The Duque del Parque was joined on the following 
day by Ballesteros’ division of the Marques de la Romana’s corps ; and 
he then marched forward, and took possession of Salamanca on the 25th, 
the enemy having retired towards the Duero. 

These events in Old Castille induced the enemy ^ to withdraw some of 
the troops from Estremadura ; and an army w'as collected there, consisting 
of Ney’s, Kellermaim’s, and a part of Mortler’s corps, amounting to 
36,000 men, under the command of Marshal Mortier. The arrival of 
these troops in Old Castille obliged the Duque del Parque again to retire; 
and he arrived at Bejar, where he placed his head quarters on the 8th 
Nov. The movement of Gen. Eguia into La Mancha from Estremadura, 
in tlie middle of September, induced the French to move a large corps of 


Alburquetque, in Estremadura ; and yet nothing can be done by the French after all their 
victories. What would have been the relative state of the two contending parties, if the 
Spaniards had been tolerahl;r prudent, and had acted as they were advised to act ? 

The advantage of the position of Badiijoz was, that the British army was centrically 
posted, in reference to all tlie objects which the enemy might have in view ; and at any 
time, by a junction with a Spanish corps on its right, or a Fortugnese or Spanish corjija on 
its 1^, it could prevent the enemy from uiiderti&iug any thing, excepting with a much 
larger force than they conld allot to any one oiiject. 

** The Portuguese army would have been mined if (hey had remained longer in the 
field; they wanted clothing, and every description of equipment ; they were raw recruits, 
detested serving in Spain, where they were ill treated; and deserted in laige numbera in 
the short time they were in that country. There are now good grounds for hope that eome- 
tliing will be made of them. See Morsbal Bercsfiird's letter to Sir A. Wellesley, 26th 
Sept, included in a dispatch to the Sec. of State, 29th Sept. 

*1* See dispatch to the Sec. of State 13th Sept, 
t See dispatches to the Sec. of .State 21st and 2Sth Sept. 

& See digjiatch to the Sec. of State 6fb Oct 
^ See dispatch to the Sec. of State 31st Oct 
^ See dispatch to tlie Sec. of State 16tb Nor. 

VOL, III. 9 T 
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30.000 men under Victor, into that province ;• when the Spaniards retired 
to the Sierra Morena, and the French again withdrew their troops to the 
Tagus. 

But the events which had occurred in Castille in October, particularly 
the battle at Tamames, induced the Spanish government to believe that a 
favorable opportunity offered for obtaining possession of Madrid; and 
they directed Gen. Avcyzaga, who had, in October, taken the command of 
the army of La Mancha, to move forward and push for the possession of 
Madrid. He marched on the 3d Nov., and reached Los dos Barrios, near 
Ocana, on the lOth.-j- He made an attack upon a French corps of 5000 
men, which occupied that town on the night of the 10th, ^ in which he 
lost some men and horses ; and the French made good their retreat. He 
then moved to S*' Cruz de la Zarza on the 13th, where he remained till 
the 18th; and having heard of an enemy’s corps in his front, at Arganda, 
wMch was about to pass the Tagus on his right at Fuentiduefia, while 
there was another corps of 25,000 men at Aranjuez and Ocana, he re- 
turned to Los dos Barrios, and prepared to attack the French corps in his 
front He found, however, on the morning of the 19th, that the French 
were likely to anticipate his attack ; and he formed his army, consisting 
of 50,000 men, in the rear of OcaSa. The French attacked him witli 

25.000 men, and completely defeated and dispersed the Spanish army, 
taking 55 pieces of cannon. The head quarters arrived at La Carolina on 
the 22d ; and very few men had been collected on the 28th. The French 
did not pursue farther than Villarta. 

In the mean time, the Duque de Alburquerque, who had nssiimed tlie 
command of the army of Estremnduro, in the beginning of November, 
marched to Arzohispo, when the French collected their troops on tire 
Upper Tagus to oppose Areyzaga. Tlie French also, with the same view, 
drew out of Old Castille, on the 13th and 14th Nov., a part of the troops 
which they had sent into tliat province to oppose the Duque del Parque. 
The Duque, upon finding Old Castille weakened, moved forward from 
Bejar on the nth Nov., and arrived at Alba de Tormes on the 28th,§ 
with his advanced guard at Carpio. It was there attacked by a French 
corps assembled from Valladolid, &c., but the French were repulsed with 
some loss. The Duque then moved forward to Fresno; but retired again 
on the 26th, in consequence of orders from the Junta. By this time, 
also, the French had reinforced again their corps in Old Castille ; and the 
Duque was attacked on the 2'Ith and 28th on his retreat, and at Alba do 
Tormes, and suffered considerably. He continued his retreat, however, 
towards Ciudad Rodrigo and the mountains; and on the 29th, when 
within 2 leagues of Tamames, the troops were alarmed by the appear- 
ance of 30 dragoons in their rear, and dispersed. There was no enemy, 
however, at hand to take advantage of this panic; and it was expected that 
they would be collected again. While this was going on in Old Castille, 
the Junta ordered the Duque de Alburquerque to fall back with his corps 

* Sec dispatch to the Sec. of State 23d Oct. 

t See dispatch to the Sec. of State 16th Not. 

X See dispatch to the Sec. of State 30lh Nov. 

J See dispatch to the Seo, of State 7tli Deo. 
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on lihe Guadiana ; and thus to give up the position of the Puerto de 
Mirahete, on the Tagus, and the Mesa de Ihor.* 

These circumstances, and the necessity that the British army should be 
north of the Tagus, when the enemy’s reinforcements should arrive, 
induced Sir A. Wellesley to put the British army in motion to cross that 
river immediately. He had long had that movement in contemplation, 
and had given notice of it to the Junta. t 


The .4. G, to Col, Feacocke, Lisbon, 10th Dec. 1809. 

His Excellency desiring to afford the officers commanding coros every means 
of information relative to the non-com\nisaioned officers and soldiers now absent 
from their respective regiments, I am commanded to desire you will call for, and 
forward to this office, as soon as possible, a nominal return of the non-commissioned 
oiHcers and soldiers of the army in the general and convalescent hospitals at Lisbon. 

I do request you will desire that soldiers of the same battalion shall in succession 
he placed in this return, under a heading of die number of the regiment, the 
more easily to enable extracts to be forwarded to the corps to which mey relate, 
that being the final object in calling fur tills return. 


77ie 4, G. to Lieut. Col, Fenwick, Elvas, lOtb Dec* 1809. 

I have had the honor to receive and submit your letter of the 8th inst. to 
the consideration of die Commander of the Forces, 

His Excellency, conceiving your request therein to be reasonable, has directed 
me to order Major Lindsay, of die 39th regt., to relieve you from the command of 
the Elvas station ; hut you will of course continue to superintend the public duties 
there till the arrival of Major Lindsay, when you will put that officer in posses- 
sion of every instruction and document which mw' aid him in the conduct of the 
charge transferred. On the completion of these direcduns you will he pleased to 
rejoin your battalion. 

The 4,0, to Col, Feacocke, Lisbon, 11th Dec. 1869. 

Adverting to the numerous representations which have reached head qnatter.<! 
respecting ffie conduct of the troops at Lisbon, and particularly the — regt., the 
Commander of the Forces has not without the utmost concern observed the frequent 
breaches of discipline, and failure even of common honesty in the soldiery. As 
these transgressions clearly show general want of order in the corps to which 
these soldiers belong, you are to cau on the officers commanding regiments to exert 

* This position is the most important in the country, to the province of Estremadura 
and the south of Portugal. If this position is held, the enemy cannot cross the Tagus to 
any efficient purpose, tetween the bridge of Toledo and Villa Velha, in Portugal. The 
position could not well be lost if the Spaniards would destroy the bridge of Arsobispo, os 
Sir A. Wellesley has fiequenfly advised. 

f The ot^ect in occupying this proposed position, is to be at the point of defence of Por- 
tugal ; to divert the attention of the French finm the south of Spain when they shall receive 
their reinforcements, and thus give time to the Spanish government to nqiair their losses. 
The fllline of the rivers, and the destruction of the roads, will, with a very few troops, _ lie 
a sufficient defence in the winter for the south of Spain. The same events which might 
impede the march of the British army to the north of Portugal, if longer delayed, would 
he fatal to Portugal, and might be so to the British army, if the enemy were to be able to 
invade that kingdom during the winter. It is absolutely necessary, therefore, to cross the 
Tagus immediately; and it may be depended upon, that the enemy's first effort upon 
receiving his reinforcements will be upon the troops north of the Tagus. The contents of 
this Memorandum must show the great use the British army has been to Spain and Por- 
tugal. Since they arrivctl in April, tlie French have destroyed three Siianish armies, 
Blake's, Areyzaga’s, and Del Purque s ; and yet they can do nothing. They have been 
obliged to evacuate the north of Portugal, Galicia, South Estremadura, and they bold but 
part of La Mancha; and also to keep their force concentrated in Old Castille, and about 
Madrid. If the Spaniards had not Inst 3 armies lately, we should keep up the ball for 
anotlier year. But os it is ! — ^but I won't despair ! 

2 r2 
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thcmaelveii, and by thciv example and orders unite the energy of the ofHcei-a 
under tlieir cutnniaiid, wliich i.s required for tlie BUjqjression of tlioso disorders, as 
also for the improveiiieiit of tlicir several regiments. 

I am further commanded to request you will express to Major , of the 

— , his Excellency’s disappointment at the apparent little advantage the corps 
under his command luis derived from being at Eisbon, to which station it was 
removed purjiosely to alford every moans of impnivement. You will, besides, 
convey to Major the observation, that his credit and responsibility in com- 

mand require his immediate exurttuii to correct mid improve liis battalion, the 
conduct of which in particular has eccaaioued tlio displeasure of llie Commander 
of the Forces. 

Yon will he pleased to direct the company rolls of that regiment to he called 
every hour during the day, till further orders, when no indmdual whatever is to 
he absent, those on duty only excepted. 

77m ji.G. lo Lieut. 6m, Sir J. Sherbraoie, K.B, 12th Doc. 1609. 

1 have had the honor to submit your letter of the 11th Inst, and enclosures to 
the consideration of the Commander of the Forces. I am commanded to request 

you will communicate to Major , that his Excellency observes Ensigns 

— and , of the — regt., have not presented such a case as to warrant 

the passing over the ofFeucc of which they nave lieen guilty. 

It appears these officers have committed a violent assault upon an inlnihitmit of 
Arroyo, who proposes to refrain from further complaint provided the officers in 
question will compensate him for the injury they liavo dime. Before these gen- 
tlemen applied for pardon for their military olieuoe in this hiatance, they should 
have been enabled to say they Imd positively satisfied the individual whom tliey 
imd wantonly injured, and net have made tlio satisfaetion to the individual 
dependent on the pardon to he granted them. 8uuh eondnet would have mani- 
fested the contrition which is the ground of their request for forgiveness, but umlcr 
existing circumstmices Ms Excellency cannot listen tu their upplicatiun. 

To Eicut tien. Lcito. Badajoz, 13th Dec. 1R09. 

I understand that the surgeons of the Portuguese military hospital at 
Elvas have no objection, and have it in their power, to take charge of 300 
sick of the British army; and as it would be amatei'ial convenience to the 
army to have that number of patients taken care of by those gentlemen, 
I shall be very much obliged to you if you will give your permission to 
have them removed to the Portuguese hospital, and there accommodated 
and taken care of, upon the usual allowances, which the Purveyor Gen. of 
the. British army will pay. 

To Bart. Frere, Esq, Badajoz, 13tli Deo. 1809. 

I have just now had the honor of receiving your letters of the 9th and 
11th inst. 

Upon the destruction of the bridge at Arzobispo, I beg that you will 
observe to the government that that bridge affords the only passage across 
the Tagus, and road for the invasion of the province of Esti-eraadura, 
there being none for an array from the bridge of Talavera, from tliat of 
Puebla de Montalban, or from that of Toledo, excepting from the last, 
by the circuitous road by Ciudad Real. 

The road from Arzobispo to Deleytoso, it is true, is exceedingly bad, 
but still it is not impracticable ; and the advantage of the destruction of 
the bridge would be, that in case the enemy should be desirous of forcing 
the passage of the Tagus at Almaraz, and of establishing a bridge there, 
which is the best, and indeed the only good passage for an army invading 
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Estremadura, he could not have a corps of ti’oops in Ihe mountains of the 
Mesa de Ibor, &c., and upon the right flank of the corps employed in the 
defence of the Puerto de Mirabete, as he had last winter when Gen. Cuesta 
was obliged, on that account only, to retire from the Puerto. If the 
enemy should by these means he prevented from forcing the passage of 
the Tagus at Almaraz, there is no passage for an army till he would 
arrive at Villa Velha, in Portugal, a distance which it is probable that he 
would find it diflSeult to move his bridge. This bridge of Arzobispo, like 
that of Almaraz, Alcantara, del Cardenal, and del Gonde, is so high, that 
if once effectually destroyed, it cannot be repaired by temporary means 
during the war ; so that the security its destruction would give would be 
permanent, while the Tagus should continue full ; and at all events the 
evils of war would be removed from a numerous class of people inhabit- 
ing the hills between Belcytosa and Talavera de la Reyna. 1 therefore 
most earnestly recommend the destruction of this bridge. 

To Bart. Prere, Esq. Badajoz, I Sib Dec. 1809. 

I enclose a letter which I received last night from Mr. Villiers, upon 
which he has desired that I should communicate to you my opinion. I 
acknowledge that I am not sufficiently acquainted with the local situation 
of Galicia to be able to give any opinion upon the necessity' or expe- 
diency of fortifying those posts at all, or in preference to others. There 
is no man better acquainted with that province than the Marques de la 
Romana, or who knows better than he does how important it is in the present 
state of affairs to keep the enemy out of it, or how to effect that object. 

Tij Major Davy, dth bait GOtli re^f. Baclajoz, 13th Dec. 1809. 

I have perused your letter of the 10th inst. to Col. Bathurst, relative 

to the charge exhibited by Lieut. against Capt. ; and 1 am 

glad to find, that although Capt. did return as Paymas- 

ter’s clerk from Oct. 1808, to March, 1809, and drew an allowance for 
him in that capacity, but neither employed him nor paid him as such, he 
did so with the knowledge and permission of his commanding officer. 
Major , and that he paid the sum which he received in the name of 


A. O. 0. lUilajos, isth Deo. isoo 

1. The Commander of the Forces is concerned to notice the continued and repeated dis- 
obedience of orders by the oflicers of the array, in pressing ranles and carts, and in taking 
articles from the country upon their own informal receipts. He is concerned to be obliged 
to resort to measures to enforce obedience to liis orders, and he now directs tiiat Capt ■ ■ " 

of the^ — regt., may be put in an'eat by the commanding officer of the hosplt^ at Blvos, 
for taking away mtues belonging to tlie Uommissariat at Badajuz, contrary to orders j bis 
crime will be sent to him by the Adj. Gen., and he is to proceed forthwith to Bodajoz. 

2. Tlie Commander of the Forces calls the attention of the officers of tlie army to tlie 
following order, by the late Communder of the Forces in Portugal : 

Bxtmct from General Orders, hy Lieut Gen. Sir J. Cradock. 

* The army is referred to the Orders of the 14th March (see p. 556), on the subject of 
quarters, which General officers are requested to impress on the troops under their com- 
mand ; and it is to be clearly understood that cover is all that any officer has a right to 
expect, and he baa no pretensions to ask for either bed or furniture ; when such articles aie 
supplied, it is a matter of civility on tlie part of the owner, and must he received as a 
lUvor, and not os a right/ 

This principle has been bofove laid down in General Orders, and must he ext tided 
throughout this Kingdom. 
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— — to Serjeant , who did the duty of Paymaster’s clerk. 

Capt. has therefore entirely cleared himself from any corrupt or 

improper motives in this transaction ; and I shall certainly not gratify 

the malicious spirit by which Lieut appears to he actuated in 

bringing forward this charge, by submitting ^e conduct of Capt 

to any further inquiry. 

I beg, however, to draw your attention, and that of Capt and 

Major , to the impropriety of the whole of this transaction, and to a 

reflection on the risk which every oflScer incurs who allows himself to be 
involved in such. It affects the foundation of every military return, and 
exposes His Majesty and the public to frauds of every description ; and 
such a transaction must positively never be repeated. 

If it were necessary to employ and pay one man for the performance 
of the duties usually allotted to two, under the regulations of the Service, 
application should have been made to the Commander of the Forces, at 
the time, for permission so to do, hut on no account ought his pay to 
have been drawn in the name of another. 

I have also read your letter to the Adj. Gen. of the 10th inst., and I 
desire that you will direct the Paymaster of the 5th batt. 60th regt, to 

pay out of the subsistence of Lieut. , to Capt. , for the 12 pairs 

of shoes, the price of which has been awarded to him by the Court of 

Inquiry, of which Capt. was President, held on the 9th Nov., Lieut. 

receiving the shoes, and disposing of them as he may think proper. 

I desire, also, that you will inform Lieut. that I will not order a 

Court Martial to be assembled for the trial of Lieut. , on the charge 

exhibited against him by Lieut. on the lOth inst. ; the subject of 

that charge having already been incidentally before the General Court 
Martial. 

I desire, however, that you will put Lieut. — — - in arrest, ‘ for unmi- 
litaiy and imofScerlike conduct, in disturbing the peace and harmony 
which ought to subsist among the ofiScers of the 5th hatt. 60th regt., 
contrary to the orders and warning given to him by the Commander of 
the Forces.’ 

You will keep Lieut. in arrest with the regiment, as I know 

enough of die character and past conduct of that officer to be suspicious 
that his late conduct is to be attributed to a desire to leave his regiment 
during the time it may be actively employed. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. ViRiets. Badajo:, IStli Dec. 1809. 

I received last night your letter of the 9th. 

I am obliged to measure the assistance which I give the government by 
the state of our means and our own wants, and I am always sorry when it 
cannot be to the extent wished for by you, or by them. I cannot give 
the order for the second £50,000 for them, till I sliall see my way 
through the difficulties of our own situation. 

We are now on our march towards die Mondego; and as the govern- 
ment are at the same time forming their magazines, which ought to have 
been formed 6 weeks ago, when I consented to advanco the money, it 
stands to reason that we shall get neither provisions nor means of trans- 
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port, if we have not money to pay for them. The first money must be 
supplied to us, and they shall have their £50,000 in the second instance, 
paid to them in such manner as can be afforded from the military chest. 
I always feel much concern when any transaction of this kind cannot be 
carried into execution according to your wishes ; but I have it not in my 
power to collect larger sums of money (particularly coin) than we have 
got, and ai'e getting daily, not only at Lisbon, but at Cadiz and Gibraltar ; 
and you are mistaken if you suppose that the assurances which I have 
repeatedly given you to the same purport are not founded in fact. I 
write to government upon this occasion to point out the necessity of some 
assistance in money, particularly if they intend to afford further assistance 
to the Portuguese government. 

I forward by this occasion Mr. Frere’s and my dispatches for your 
perusal ; and I shall send to Mr. Frere your letter in respect to Galicia. 
I should doubt, however, whether the Spanish government have the means 
of defraying the expense of fortifying these posts ; and if they have, 
whether they have the means of garrisoning them. 

I expect to leave this in a few days ; but you may as well continue to 
send any communications you may have to make by the road of Elvos, 
as I can always turn them to the road of Abrantes, 

To the Bail of Liverpool. Badajoz, 13th Dec. 1800. 

I beg that your Lordship will be so kind as to give directions that the 
£100,000 in specie, far the use of the British army, may be sent to 
Portugal as soon as possible, and another sum of £100,000 in the course 
of the month of January. Some difficulty has been experienced lately 
in procuring money for bills upon England at Lisbon, as well as at Gib- 
raltar and Cadiz ; and at the same time tliat the transmission of specie 
will relieve the inconvenience which otherwise would be felt from the 
want of money, it will probably have the effect of inducing persons to 
come forward again with their money for bills of exchange, and will pro- 
bably lower in some degree the rate of exchange. I have also to inform 
your Lordship, that in case His Majesty’s government should think it 
proper to give any pecuniary assistance to the Portuguese government, 
in consequence of my dispatch of the 14th Nov., it will be necessary that 
specie should be sent from England to the amount of such assistance. 

I am convinced that it would tend materially to increase the sums pro- 
cured for hills in England, if the communication by the packets was 
more regular than it is. His Majesty’s minister at Lisbon has lately fixed 
on a day in every week on which the packet shall be dispatched ; and it 
would he very desirable if the same arrangement were adopted at Gib- 
raltar and Cadiz, and corresponding measures adopted in England, to 
secure the regular dispatch, at fixed periods, of the packets for those 
places and Lisbon. 

TUf A. G. to the affiare ammg. at Lisbon and Etnas, ] 3th Dec. 1 809. 

I am commanded to refer you to the enclosed copy of a letter received from 
Major Coghlan, commanding Olst regt,, with the foundation for which, so far os 
relates to the hospital estahlishracnt under your superintendence, you will make 
the subject of a specific report. I am directed to obscivc that staff medical officers 
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are on no occasion entitled to servants from the ranks. His Excellency fttrther 
requires you will from time to time inspect tlie state of regiments and brigades, 
detachments of Avhich may he at the station under your command, having at tlie 
some time in mind the relative numher of officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
soldiers specified in the G.O., IDth May, No. ,3, ns necessary to take charge of 
and attendance on the sick, \viicii the hospital list shall decrease by their be- 
coming convalescent, such proportion of officers and non-commissioned officers are 
to be warned to move with them to regimental duty the first convenient opportu- 
nity, so as to leave at the hospital station only the number of officers and non- 
coimnissioned officers averaged by the regulations above referred to. 

The A.G, to Col. Peacocke, Liabon. 13th Deo. 1809. 

I have had the honor to receive and Iw before the Commander of the Forces 
your application of the 10th Dec. His Excellency permits you to recommend an 
officer eligible to fill the staff situation which will Decome vacant by the embarka- 
tion of Lieut. Cromptou, conceiving your selection may best answer the service 
and the wishes you have expressed. 

To the Karl of Liverpool. fiadajoz, 14th Dec. 1800. 

The enemy has not made any forward movement either in Old Castille 
or La Mancha since I addressed your Lordship on the Ith inst. ; but I 
understand that they are employed in reinforcing their corps in die 
former province. 

The Spanish Commanders in Chief are endeavoring to collect their 
dispersed troops again ; with what success I am not enabled accurately 
to state ; hut I am apprehensive that the loss of arms and accoutrements 
by both the armies lately defeated will be found to be immense. 

The British army is on its march across the Tagus, and towards the 
frontiers of the province of Beira; and I shall move my head quarters as 
soon as the rear divisions shall arrive in this town. The number of sick 
in the army is still very large ; but the diseases of the soldiers have not 
lately been so violent as tiiey had been, nor so fatal ; and I hope that the 
movement of the army will be beneficial to dieir health. I shall be 
obliged to your Lordship if you will give directions that at least 30 hos- 
pital mates may he sent to Portugal for the service of this army as soon 
as possible. 


7V1< A.G. to Major Lindaag, Ehmt, 15th Deo. 1809. 

In reply to your letter of the 14th inst., which has been submitted, t am com- 
manded by his Excellency to observe, that the establishment of a British guard 
in a Portuguese garrison is irregular, unless that guard shall be understood to he 
under the immemate command of the Governor of the garrison. Should the Por- 
tuguese guard neglect the duties appointed to it, by sufibring the soldiers to 
straggle from IiospitsI, or by any otlier omission, you are to make a report of the 
same to the Governor, hut yon are not to order a British guard. Under the cir- 
cumstances, however, iif the Portuguese not exactly understanding the duties pos- 
sibly required of tbem in the adjacent of the general hospital, it is recommended 
you should establish a system of orderly non-commissioned officers and privates 
for the exterior duties of your post, by which greater regularity and attention to 
instructions may he attained. 

TheA.G. to Major Lindmy, Eloae. 16th Dec. 1809. 

The Inspector of hospitals has represented that the estahiislunent of Villa Vi<;osa 
requires a military commandant. If you have not already done so, you will nomi- 
nate the most eligible officer under your orders to that command. I have to 
observe, the officer you select must not be under die rank of captain, and that all 
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reports and returns from Villa Vi^osa must be equally forwarded through you, as 
those of Estreino 2 . You will require the oRicers commanding the out stations to 
sign all returns, which after inspection you will countersign, so as to preserve the 
chitiu of responsibility. 1 have been delayed some time in sending hospital regu- 
lations, in tlie expectation of receiving from Dr. Franck the hospital instructions 
which have been referred to in Mr. ’a letter, when he requested that hos- 

pital tickets speoi^ing the number of firelocks, accoutrements, and proportion of 
necessaries should be forwarded with each .sick man. As it is his Excellency’s 
wish to complete these instructions, I beg you will send me the order alluded to, if 
liossible, in the course of this day. 

HitA.O. to the Commissary General, Ifith Dec. 1809. 

In reply to yo\;r note of yesterday, and annexed letter from Mr. Assist. Commis- 
sary , I have by his Excellence been directed to request you will impress 

on that officer that obedience to orders is his first duty. It appears also to the 
Commander of the Forces, that those persona to whom the public was indebted 
would willingly have come 5 or 6 leagues for payment of their demands, and 
that the reasons given for detaining escorts witliout authority have proved entirely 
unsatisfactory. 

To the Earl ofldverpool. Badajos, 17th Dec. 1899. 

I have the honor to transmit for your Lordship’s information, returns of 
the stores and provisions in tire magazines in Portugal on the 1st Dec. 1809. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Badajoz, 1 7th Dec. 1809. 

I beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to His Majesty’s regulation 
which prohibits the issue of their subsistence to the officers and soldiers 
who may be made prisoners of war ; and I have to request permission to 
allow the issue of their subsistence to those officers and soldiers who may 
escape from the enemy, or who may be exchanged in the Peninsula. 

The French General officers have in general behaved remarkably well 
to the British officers and soldiers who fell into their hands in consequence 
of the march of the Spanish ai’my from Talavera de la Reyna in the month 


G. A. O. BjcUij'W) 14th Dec. IBOO. 

The Cammauder of the Forces is happy to find that (he circumstances respecting the 

conduct of , — regt., did nut occur as they were represented to him by ttie 

officer of the Cornmissariat department, Mr. ■■■■ — ; and that he is therefore enalded to 
release that officer from lus arrest, liolwUhstandiiig that an irrcgularitj was committed by 

the soldiers under hU command, Caiit, is tberelure released from his arrest, and 

is to join his regiment. 


Q, 0. Badiduz* nth Dec. 1809. 

1. The ofliccr commanding the general hospitals at Elvos, Estremos, and Mila ViQoso, 
is to appoint a Hoard of oiHcersat eimh of those p^ces to examine tliearms, accoutrements, 
clutliing, &c, belonging to soldiers now in hospital, or who linve been discharged from the 
hospital, or liave died, which articles may be in the possession of the Purveyor Gen, at the 
present momout. 

Tins Board is to make a register of these articles by regiments* inserting in the register 
the marks or names on each article. Of this register one copy must be given to the Purveyor 
Gen., and one copy forwarded to the Adj. Gen.'a olHce, to be commuuicated to the several 
regiments. , 

2. Tile A. Q. M. G. at Elvas must be one of tiie members of this Board. 

3. 1'he Purveyor Gen. must be particularly careful iu keeping the register of arms, &c, 
brought by the soldiers to the general hospit^ iu future, in obedience to His Majesty's 
regulations of the Slst March, 1800. 

4. In ortler to enable the Purveyor Gen., or his deputy, fo obey this order, the officers 
commantling regiments are invariably to send with a aohlier to tlie ho^ital, whether 
general, brigade^ detachment, or regimcntoly a ticket made out in the following form : 

To 
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of August last; and in many instances they have supplied tlie oflScers 
with money, I have also sent them sums amounting to £ 1200 , of which 
I have the acknowledgments ; and recently £500, hut I have not received 
the detailed distribution either of those suras or of the suras which have 
been advanced to die British officers by the French General officers. 

It is obvious that these last mentioned sums must be repaid ; and 1 have 


To tile Farreyor of Hie Hajeaty'e hospital at 


Sin, 

Please to teedve into the hosiiital the following men of the 
dated the day of 18 


i 

1 

1 

Men's names. 

1 

Troop or oonii>anya | 

Diitoaso, 

atul how long UK 

N.B, Tliia must ho signed by 
one QOmmandlug ofllccr, besides 
the surgeon or ills mabs as 
imdcruoath. 

I 

! 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 


Capt. 

Ziieut, — — 

Comet 

Ensign 

Surgeon 

Snrg. Mata * 



Betom of aims, secoataements, and necessaries, sent with him or tliem. 



“f a general or detaoliment hospital by any legimei.f, tho officer 
haTbero ohfyS™* * '*' oommouding the brigade whether this order 

t Modioal ollloor, in charge of tho arms, accoutrements, 


L.nVi . "rooioai omcor, m charge of tlie arms, acooutromente, 

- must report immediately any instiincc in which ohedionoe to this 

Save been iieglocted, otherwise ha will be considered responsible for all loss end 
iinnsand (xoooutvemeiitB of fluliliers Sn lirumifni. 


order may have been negiecceu, otherwise ha will be consid 
of soldiers in hospital. 

dircotions tiiat these orders, reaneotina 
Wsh^^ ^ “‘® execution at the general hospital a® 
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lately requested, that the French General ofScers will let me know where 
and in what manner they wish they should be repaid ; and I request your 
Lordship to instruct me in what manner these sums, as well as those 
advanced by me to the British officers, prisoners of war, are to be charged 
to the public in the first instance •, whether in the army extroordinaries, 
or to the Transport office. 

To tbo Earl of Iiivcrpool, Badojoz, 17tb Dec. 1809. 

I enclose an application which I have received from an officer in the 
service of Spain, Charles, Marquis d’Espagne,* to transfer the service of 
himself, and of the corps under his command, from the service of Spain 
to that of His Majesty, in case of the failure of the Spanish nation to effect 
the objects for which they are contending. From what I have heard of 
the Marques de Espafia, 1 believe him to be one of the best of the Spanish 
officers ; and I am desirous of receiving tlie directions of His Majesty’s 
government respecting the answer to be given to his proposition. 

In the event of the failure expected in the enclosed letters, it is pro- 
bable tliat I shall receive many offers of the same description with the 
enclosed ; and I beg to receive the instructions of His Majesty’s govern- 
ment regarding the answer to he given to those officers. 

To J. Munay, E«q., Commissary Goneial. Badajoz, 17th Deo. 1809. 

Having considered the letter from Mr. Sampayo to you dated the I2th 
inst., enclosing copies of two letters from Mr. Rawlings to Mr. Sampayo, 
dated the 6th and 8th April, it is obvious to me that the letters from Mr. 
Rawlings, who acted under the direct authority of tire late Commander of 
the Forces, must be deemed to be contracts with Mr. Sampayo for the 
supply, at certain prices, of the articles therein mentioned for the service 
of the troops, into which contract Mr. Rawlings was fully competent to 
enter ; and the army, when commanded by me, and when you were their 
Commissary Gen., enjoyed the advantage of them. Under these circum- 
stances, it appears to me that you ought to pay Mr. Sampayo according 
to the prices fixed in Mr. Rawlings’s letters, as long as he continued to 
supply, under their authority, any of the articles to which they refer. 

Adverting to the circumstances of the country, at the time the letters 
in question were written by Mr. Rawlings, and to the feet that the army, 
although numerous, was but ill provided with Commissaries, and that it 
was therefore necessaiy to employ a contractor, it does not appear to me 
ffiat the bargains were improvident, or that the prices are large; and they 
are certainly not so large as those paid by Mr. Erskine for the same articles. 
But I do not conceive that the largeness of price has any thing to do with 
the question. The letters from Mr. Rawlings being considered of the 
nature of a contract, of which his successor availed himself, the prices 
agreed to by that contract must be paid. 

THw A,0, to Lieut, Cat. the Hon. H. King, 6th regt. I7tli Dee. 1809. 

Dr. Franch having through tliia office suhiniUed to the Commaiiilcr of tlie Forces 
your letter of the 6tn inst., 1 am coniniandetl to require you to comply with the 
object of the Inspector’s requisition, by ordering Assist. Surgeon — — , of the 2d 

Don Carlos de EspaSa. 
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liatt. Stli regt., fortliwitli to repair to Elvas atation. I have to observe, liowrever, 
that to obviate sucli mistinderstaiidiiig liereafter, as also to preserve tlie command 
and responsibility of ofHccrs in charge of corps, the instructions of the Inspector 
general of liospitals, so far as relate to regimental medical oiHcers, are hence- 
mrward to be notified tlirough the At^. Gen. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Batlajos, 18Hi Dec. 1809. 

In the arrangements for the defence of Portugal, I shall form 2 prin- 
cipal corps, both consisting of British and Portuguese troops, the largest 
of which will be to the northward, and I shall command it myself; and 
the latter will be for the present upon the Tagus, and hereafter it may be 
moved forward into Alentejo, and I will not make any arrangement either 
as to the troops that are to compose it, or as to the officer who is to com- 
mand it, without offering tlic command of it to you. 

At the same time I shall not separate you from the array and from my 
own immediate command, without consnlting your wishes ; and I shall be 
glad to hear from you upon this subject as soon as possible, as the arrange- 
ments for quartering and disposing of the troops depend upon your deci- 
sion upon tills point. You will therefore send hack either a messenger, 
if you can get one, or an officer, with your answer as soon as po.ssiblo. I 
send your letters, arrived by the English mail. 

To Liout. Col. Carroll.’'' Badajos, 18th Do«. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 4th inst,, and I am 
much obliged to you for the details of the late events in Castillo which 
it contains. 

I had already received from Mr. Frere, and from other quarters, ac- 
counts of tile proceedings of the army of Castille between the I7th and 
20th Nov,, botii inclusive ; to which I hod been induced to give credit, 
adverting to the authority from which they had reached me. These differ 
in some respects from your account, which I attribute to the difference of 
the view of the same transactions taken by different people ; but they 
have stated one material fact which you have omitted, upon which I beg 
to have your report. 

I have been informed that tlie army dispersed on the 25)th, when within 
2 leagues of Tamames, upon hearing a report that the French dragoons 
were following them, notwithstanding that in point of fact only 30 dra- 
goons did make their appearance. If this fact be true, it is desirable that 
you should have reported it ; and indeed as tlie reports of officers, em- 
ployed os you are, are the foundation of the measures adopted by His 

'* Lieut, Geii. Sir W. P. Carrull, K.C.H., then in the service of Spain. 


6. 0« IStli Dee. ISOe. 

I. In order to nrevent the inconvenience which the army would sillier from the absence 
of the officers of the Staflf, the Commander of the Futces tins determined fiiat all officers 
belonging to the departments of the A. G. and Q. M. G. of the army in Sjsiin and 
Portugal, who shall be absent from the Peniusnla, on any iiccomit, exce 2 tt tliat of having 
been wounded, shall cease to receive their Staff pay and allmvatice in 3 tnonths from the 
period of thcii embarkation, althongh they will continue on the list of their respeutive de- 
partments, and will return to thrar duties in them, when they will rejoin tlie army. 

I’he A. G. and Q. M. G. will attend, to this order in making up the abstracts of their 
several departments. 



SPAIN. 


693 


Majesty’s government, and upon which I must found the operations of 
the army under my command, it is most desirable that they should he 
correct and full in every particular j and should give those who may read 
them an accurate notion of the events to which they relate. 

To Vice Adni. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Badajoe, 19th Dec. 1809. 

I received yesterday morning your letter of the 13th inst. The greatest 
part of the army will be carried forward to the frontier of Castille; but 
some will remain upon the Tagus, to whom the boats you mention will 
be of use. 

I am very much obliged to you for thinking of the transports at Sal- 
vaterra, which will be a great convenience to us, as well as the gun boats. 
Indeed, upon this last subject, I shall have to trouble you more at length 
as soon as Col. Fletcher and I shall have settled the defence of our 
positions to be taken up on the Tagus, in the event of the invasion of the 
country by the enemy. 

I have written to the government respecting the boats on all the rivers, 
but particularly on the Tagus; to which letter I have as yet received no 
answer. The plan which I have proposed to them is : 

Ist ; That the names of the owners of all boats, their sizes, &c., should 
be registered in the village or district in which the owners reside, and the 
boats numbered. 

2dly ; That the name of the owner of each boat, and of the village to 
which he belongs, and the boat’s number, should be marked on each boat. 

3dly ; That the owners of boats should be made responsible, under a 
heavy penalty, to remove their boats to whatever point they should be 
directed by the magistrate of the village or district, at a moment’s notice. 
The magistrate of the village or district would of course receive his 
orders from the government or their officers. 

I have recommended an arrangement upon the same principle respect- 
ing the carts throughout the country. 

P. S. I wait here to see the last of the troops out of Spain ; and then I 
shall move to tlie northward without stopping. 

To the Bari of Liverpool. Badajor., lOih Dec. 1809. 

I have just received your letter of the 21st Nov. I sent by the last 
post to Mr. Sydenham, for the use of Pole principally, and of Lord Wel- 
lesley, a narrative of the description you wish to have ; and I desired 
him to show it to nobody else, lest it should get into print. I have now 
written to request him to let you have a copy of it; and you will com- 
municate it to whomsoever you please ; only I beg that it may not be 
printed. You will find it will answer your purpose perfectly; and I 
have referred in the margin to the official documents and authorities 
from which I drew it up. I am glad to find that the government are 
getting on well. 

To ^he Bari of Liverpool. Badajoz, 19th Dec. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dispatch of the 22d 

* See Memorandum of Operations hi 1809 : Badajoz, Otli Dec. 1800, p, 631. 
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Nov., enclosing copies of the dispatch from Lord Bathurst to Mr. Villiers, 
No. 10, and of the separate dispatch, No. 1, regarding the payment of the 
Portuguese troops. 

I have no copy of the original instructions from Mr. Canning to Mr. 
Villiers upon this subject j nor of die estimate of the expense of the Por- 
tuguese troops, upon which was founded the charge against the British 
government for the payment first of 10,000 and latterly of 20,000 men. 
I have viewed this subject possibly erroneously, but I have always con- 
sidered that it was the intention of His Majesty’s government to afford 
certain assistance to Portugal; the extent of which was to he measured 
by the exertions which Portugal should make in the cause; and by the 
information which should be received of the wonts of that country. Upon 
this principle I conceive it was that the pecuniary assistance to be given 
to Portugal was made to depend first upon that country having 10,000 
men, and afterwards upon having 20,000 men in her service. But the 
objects of His Majesty’s government in Portugal were not confined to 
the 20,000 men, for the payment of which His Majesty was disposed to 
advance the means. 

The greatest anxiety was likewise felt and expressed for the re- 
establishment of the Portuguese army ; and, with a view to attain this 
desirable object. His Majesty allowed one of his generals, Gen. Beresford, 
to enter into the Portuguese service, to command the Portuguese army, 
and several of the officers of his army to serve in tliat of Portugal on 
various terms. 

His Majesty likewise allowed me to accept the commission of Marshal 
General from the Prince Regent, in order that I might have the general 
superintendence over all the troops serving in Portugal. Under these 
circumstances, Gen. Beresford and I (as for os I have had any concern 
with them) have not limited our attention solely to the 20,000 men (no 
further than to take care that there were 20,000 men actually in the ser- 
vice before His Majesty’s government were called upon to pay for that 
number), but have considered the whole Portuguese army in all its parts 
to be equally objects of our attention. The mode in which the business 
is done is, the Ambassador pays a certain sum monthly, being the esti- 
mated expense of 20,000 men, to the Portuguese government, and all the 
Portuguese troops without distinction are paid by the officers of the Por- 
tuguese government. I do not believe that the sum paid by the Ambas- 
sador to the Portuguese government is adequate to defray the expense 
of the 20,000 men; and it would be difficult to define accurately the 
amount of the expense of any particular number of men, being part of an 
army, the whole employed in the same country, some in garrison, and 
others in the field. There would besides be difficulties in paying this 
selected body, and arrangements must be made to provide for tlio exclu- 
sive command of these troops ; and they must in fact he separated from 
the remainder of the Portuguese army, although the whole would serve 
in the same country, and possibly in the same operation. 

This selected body (supposing the Portuguese government should be 
inclined to make such, into which part of tlie subject it is not my pro- 
vince to enter) would have no advantage in point of equipment or 
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eflSciency over other parts of the army ; and indeed I believe in some 
respects would labor under disadvantages. The wliole Portuguese army 
now receive the best assistance the means supplied by Great Britain and 
by Portugal can afford them. If that part of the army paid by Great 
Britain were alone to receive the assistance of equipments and other sup- 
plies furnished by Great Britain, it would want those which Portugal can 
afibrd, unless purchased for them at the expense of Great Britain ; at the 
same time that that part which would be at the charge of Portugal would 
want many articles which Great Britain alone can supply. The effect of 
the arrangements, as far as regards equipments, would have been, that we 
should have had 20,000 equipped about as well as the whole army are at 
present ; and the remainder vei-y imperfectly equipped. 

Thus, upon the whole, the arrangement of separating 20,000 men of 
the Portuguese army, to be paid, equipped, &c. &c., by Great Britain, 
would, if it had been originally intended by His Majesty’s government, 
have been impracticable ; and even if it could have been successful, it 
would have given a smaller and a less efficient force for the general cause 
in the existing contest on the Peninsula than that which we have at pre- 
senli, and at a larger expense. But, whatever might have been the conse- 
quences of adopting any other system than that upon which we have acted 
in Portugal, it is evidently impracticable now to alter that upon which we 
have been proceeding to the present moment. 

In respect to the expense of the system which has been adopted, I have 
no copy of the estimate which was transmitted by the Ambassador to the 
Sec. of State, and I am not enabled to state accurately its extent. It may 
be classed, however, under the following heads : 

1st; the pay and provisions for 20,000 men ; which I had, upon recol- 
lection of the estimate, considered to be £500,000 per annum, or some- 
thmg more than £20,000 per month for each 10,000 men. 

2dly ; the pay and allowances of the British officers in the Portuguese 
service, which I estimate will amount to £100,000 per annum- 

These officers are paid at different rates from the Portuguese officers, 
and upon principles settled by the Commander in Chief in England; and 
they have received their pay from Mr. Bell, who was appointed their 
paymaster by the Ambassador, with the consent of the Sec. of State. 
I enclose the copy of a letter which I wrote some time ago to Gen. Beres- 
foi-d, a copy of which has already been transmitted to England, which 
will explain the principles on which this part of the business is conducted. 

The third head of expense is that of ordnance and military stores, arms, 
ammunition, clothing, and equipments of all descriptions required by the 
Portuguese army, a pai*t of which has been furnished by Great Britain. 
I have no knowledge of the prices of these articles, and can furnish no 
estimate of the expense. 

In a dispatch which I addressed to your Lordship on the 14th Nov., I 
stated to your Lordship the general situation of the finances of Portugal, 
and my opinion respecting the assistance which ought to he given to that 
country in order to provide for its defence, in answer to a dispatch which 
I had received from Lord Castloreagh upon that subject. 

It is obvious that the sum with which I proposed that Portugal should 
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be assisted will not make good the deficiency in the revenues, but is that 
which may prevent the deficiency from falling upon the army ; and I 
have further to observe, that if the whole of the sum which I proposed in 
that dispatch should be given to Portugal, it will not amount to that which 
Great Britain would probably have to pay upon a fair estimate of the 
expense of 20,000 men. 

Your Lordship may be convinced that I have not o.xaggerated the 
financial and other difficulties with which Portugal has to contend ; and 
I must add, that if it he the policy of His Majesty’s government to sup- 
port the contest in the Peninsula, aud to e-xtend the assistance of Great 
Britain to Portugal, that country deserves that assistance, not only by the 
confidence reposed in His Majesty’s servants and officera, but by the 
exertions which the government are disposed to make in their own cause ; 
the whole of their revenue being employed in defraying the expenses of 
their troops, and of such establishments as are necessary for the su]iport 
of the armies. But if Great Britain cannot afford this expense, and if the 
arms, clothing, and equipments required cannot be sent to Portugal, at 
least as soon as the enemy can send into the Peninsula the reinforcements 
to his armies, the contest must be carried on with manifest disadvantage. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Badajoz, IBlli Doc. 1600. 

I have received your letter of the 21st Nov., regarding the provinces 
of Aragon, and Catalonia, and Valencia, which I agree entirely wijh you 
in thinking very interesting, although we have hut little information upon 
them. I had lately sent Lord Burghersh into llmt part of Spain, and I 
forwarded to Lord Costlereagh his report fivm Granada, which I desired 
him to communicate to his successor. I have lately received a letter from 
him from Valencia, an extract of which I enclose, hut I have desired him 
to make me a more full report. 

The officers who had been employed in Spain by Lord Castlereagh 
were under the orders of the Commanding officer in Spain and Portugal ; 
hut when Lord WeUesloy arrived, he brought with him orders from Lord 
Castlereagh to place tliemselves under the directions of the Ambassador 
at Seville, and I have had nothing to say to them since. Lieut. Col. 
Doyle * was the officer stationed iii Catalonia, and I believe that he had 
to he sent down by Blake to Seville upon some business, after the defeat 
of his army at Belchite, and he has not since returned ; and I understand 
from Mr, Frere that he expects instructions from England. If, however, 

I should find that he does not return to that quarter, I shall send there an 
officer. But Col. Bourke, who is certainly well qualified, is in England; 
and Sturgeon, t who is a clever fellow, and I should think also qualified 
for such a mission, cannot well be spared from the army. Generally 
speaking, these officers have not been of much use. In my opinion, they 
do not make accm'ate or useful reports of what passes in the quarters in 
which they are stationed, with the exception of Roche, of whom I must 
say , that although he was the friend of Cuesta, his reports wore from tlie 

* The late Lieut. Gen. Sir Charles Doyle, K.C.H. 

Mioh'*lW4 killed in an afthir near Vic Bigorre, in Uic soutli of Franco, in 
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beginning of a nature to discourage me from having any thing to do with 
him ; and I found them upon experience to be perfectly well founded. 

I should doubt very much the expediency of having any thing to do 
with the war in Aragon and Catalonia, excepting by assistance of arms, 
ammunition, and money, and probably squadrons on the coast. The 
French authority is in a mannOr established in Aragon ; there is no re- 
gular resistance to it, and all that is done is by partisans, who do a great 
deal of good ; but their operations are of such a nature, that we could 
have no connexion with them, excepting probably by encouraging them 
with money. In Catalonia, the resistance is more general and regular ; 
but still the people are of a description with which your armies could not 
co-operate with any prospect of success, or even of safety. You see what 
Burghersh says of the Somatenes ;* and it is notorious that tlie Catalans 
have at all times been the most irregular, and the least to be depended 
upon, of any of the Spaniards. 

There is this to be added against any partial operation in Catalonia, such 
as the siege of Barcelona, or the co-operation in an attempt to relieve 
Gerona, that the seat of it is so near to France, and to the road by which 
reinforcements must come, that the British army or detachment would be 
in danger of being cut off, or at all events of being obliged to make an 
early and a hurried embarkation. In such a case, the army would suffer 
more by the disgrace of the failure and retreat than it could possibly gain 
even by the greatest success. If we had here a few thousand men to spare, 
it might be possible now to arrange with Blake (who is, I believe, the 
best of the Spanish officers) an expedition for the single object of relieving 
Gerona, which is a most interesting one to the whole Spanish nation. But 
the fall of Gerona must be decided, or tlie army engaged in die siege 
must be reinforced so as to render such an attempt hopeless, long before 
the men could arrive from England, supposing you could spare them. 

To J. Hurray, £iq., Commissary General. Badajoz, 19th Dec. 1800. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I wrote to the 
Sec. of the Treasury in the month of June last, in which I submitted to 
their Lordships the enclosed memorandum of an arrangement fur conduct- 
ing die duties of the British and the Portuguese Commissariats, as far os 
they were to be connected ; to which letter I now enclose their Lordships’ 
answer. I beg that die duties of the British and Portuguese Commis- 
sariat may in future be conducted according to the tenor of this arrange- 
ment j and that you will consider the 30di article of your instructions, 
and the S5di article of the instructions to the Commissary of Accounts 
from the Treasury, as repealed. 

To Lieut. Col. Boclie. Badajoz, 19th Dec, 1809. 

I have received your letters of the 12th and 14 th. By this time the 
Seville gazette will have acquainted you with the motives which I had 
for moving the British army across the Tagus. In fact, the first effort of 
the enemy, when he shall receive his reinforcements, must be to possess 
himself of the course of the Tagus j and he can never venture to push 

” The armed peasantry in Catalonia. 
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himself into the south of Spain till tlmt object shall be accomplished. On 
this account, I had long determined to move to the' frontiers of Castille in 
the fine weather in the month of December ; and the army is now in 
inarch to that quarter, and I sliall set out in 3 or 4 days, when I have seen 
the last of the troops out of Spain. 

The Spaniards ought to defend the Despefia Ferros with the force they 
have; but they go to the plains to be beaten, and tlius cow the troops 
who would otherwise defend themselves in the mountains. 

TheA,B, to Offbxrt commamling DiviiUmi, Camin/, and AHilkiy. iiOth Dec. 1800. 

I have received Lord Wellington’s commands through the Military See. to give 
in a return of officers commanding corps at the battle of Talavera, including those 
who commanded the light companies of brigades, where those compimies acted 
independently as belonging to light battalions. The officers who succeeded to 
temporary command of battalions from the original leaders being cither killed or 
wounded are also to be noticed. 

To enable my compliance with his Excellency’s desire, 1 have to request you 
will be pleased to put me in possession of returns to this ciFect, so far as relates to 
the division under your command, which 1 am anxious shonld come under your 
inspection, to avoid a possibility of omitting any name that of right should stand in 
this honorable record. 

Tliis return being required widiout delay, 1 beg those of fie Ist division may be 
sent to Abrantes. 

To the Rt. Hon. J, Villiers. Badajoz, 21st Dec. 1809. 

I send you ray dispatches to Lord Liverpool, open for your perusal, 
and those of Mr. Frere, 

I have given directions to fie Commissary Geb. this day to order 
Mr. Dunmore to pay you £20,000 of the remaining £50,000 for the 
Portuguese government j and I hope that the state of our funds will en- 
able me to advance the remainder of tlie money in a few days, 

I set out on the 25 th ; hut I request you to allow the messengers to 
come as usual till I shall write to turn tliem off to Abrantes. 

’To the Earl of Iiiverpool. Badajez, 2Ut Dec. 1809, 

The enemy have moved forward in force in La Mancha ; and on the 
15th they h^ a corps at S'» Cruz, at the foot of the hills, with their 
advanced posts within a league of Despena Ferros, the principal pass 
through fiat part of the Sierra Morena, 

The French corps most advanced was Victor’s, supported by that of 
Mortier ; and Sebastiani had marched on the left towards Cuenca, in order 
to disperse the Spanish corps which had collected there under Gen. 
Echavarri, after the battle of Ocana. 

The Spanish aimy had collected again at La Carolina to the amount of 
24,000 infantry j besides the coips at Cuenca, said to amount to 8000, 
there were 6000 cavalry. Col. Roche, from whom I have received tlie 
accounts, considers the estimate of 16,000 infantry wifi arms, and 3000 
cavalry mounted, to be exaggerated; but I have seen ofier accounts, 
which state that larger numbers of infantry have their arms, and that the 
whole of the 6000 cavalry are mounted. This army ought certainly to 
be able to defend the passes of the Sierra Morena, if the enemy should 
attack them. I should imagine, however, from the delay of their attack, 
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of which I have heard nothing for the last 2 days, that they do not pro- 
pose at present to effect more than to oblige the Spaniards to withdraw 
from the low country into the more unhealthy climate of the mountains. 

By the last accounts from Old Caslille, it appears that the enemy still 
remained upon the Tormes. They had collected a large corps in that part 
of the country, which was under the command of Gen. Kellermann, with 
which they were watching the movements of the Duque del Parque. The 
corps d’armee, which was Soult’a, is at and in the neighbourhood of Tala- 
vera de la Eeyna. 

The British army is still upon its march, and I expect that the leading 
divisions will arrive upon the Mondego in the course of 3 or 4 days. I 
propose to set out from hence on the 25th iiwt. 

The weather has been remarkably fine, and I hope that it will continue 
till the army shall reach its new position. The health of the troops is 
much improved ; and there are now many convalescents in tlie hospitals 
at Elvas and Estremoz nearly sufficiently strong to join their corps. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Badajoz, 2 1st Dec. 1S09. 

I wish to draw your attention to the list of the General officers of this 
army; and I believe you will admit that, with some exceptions, there 
never was an army so ill provided. I may say to you in confidence, that 
I think, if I succeed in executing the arduous task which has devolved 
upon me, I may fairly say that I had not the best instruments, in either 
officers or men, which the service could have afforded. 

That, however, to which I wish principally to draw your attention is 
the state of health of Sir J. Sherbrooke. He is at times quite incapable 
of doing any thing ; and he very lately told me that he could not pretend 
to serve through another summer, and that he must go in April next at 
latest. The only officers I know of fit to succeed him are Gen. Graham, 
Gen. Oakes, or Sir G. Prevost. I have put their names down as being all 

senior to Gen. j but if none of them should come, and Gen. —— 

should be drawn home, there are then Lord W. Bentinck, Gen. Paget, 
and Sir B. Spencer. 

One great difficulty, however, in all arrangements of this description 
arises from Gen. Beresford’s rank in the Portuguese ai-my. I have 
hitherto succeeded, and I hope I shall still succeed, in keeping down dis- 
cussions on that subject; but still there is no denying that a Portuguese 
Marshal and Commander in Chief commands every body excepting the 
Commanding officer of the British army, and that by stipulation; and 
although there is no senior officer excepting Gen. Beresford who would 
have accepted, at the time he did, the charge which he has undertaken, 
his rank occasions heart-burnings, and may occasion difficulties in bring- 
ing officers to this army. 

But, besides an officer to fill Gen. Sherbrooke’s place, we want others 
to command brigades and posts in the country. I must sometimes allow 
General officers to go home for their health or on account of their private 
affairs ; and we have not upon such an occasion one to spare. I wish, 
therefore, you could think of sending me some. Gens. Dyott, Leith, 
Picton, Meade, Houstoun, Nightingall, I should like to have ; but Gen. 

2 u 2 
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Meade is employed, and I fear that Gens. Houstoun and Nightingall would 
not like to come. 

P, S. I beg yon will observe that it will be very awkward to send any 
body here to supersede Gen. Sir J. Sherbrooke before he should be ready 
to go. When you shall have fixed upon the person, therefore, and will 
let me know his name, I will consult Gen. Sherbrooke again, and fix the 
time when his successor shall come out. 

To Bart. Ftere, Bsq. Bailajoz, 32d Dec, 1809. 

I was very much obliged to you for your letter of the 1 Tth ; and I for- 
warded your dispatch to Lord Bathurst to Mr. Villiers, according to your 
desire. 1 have since heard that the French had again withdrawn from the 
position at the foot of the Sierra Morena ; which I always thought pro- 
bable, particularly when they should hear of the movement of the British 
army towards the frontiers of Castille. Owing to the care of the Junta 
of Badajoz, and that of the Supreme Junta, in publishing my letter to 
the former, the enemy must have known of this movement at an early 
period. 

I shall go on Monday ; I shall write to you whenever I have any thing 
interesting to communicate j and I shall be glad to hear from you when 
convenient to you to write. I think it would be very desirable if the 
Spanish government would establish a regular parte * three times a week 
from Seville to the British army, as far as Elvas ; from which place I 
shall prevail on the Portuguese government to provide for the carriage 
of the letters. The expense of sending messengers is enormous: butl 
should have no objection to defray the expense of the parte. Will you 
endeavor to establish it P 

I have received a letter from Lord Livei’pool, in which he desires me 
to send an officer into Catalonia, in order that we may have some accurate 
knowledge of the state of affairs in that province. What have you done 
about Col. Doyle in respect of this province P I shall not send any body 
there till I shall hear again from you. 

From accounts which I liave from Almeida, I am apprehensive that the 
War department have not sent orders to Ciudad Rodrigo that Lieui de 
Farincourt may be released and sent forwaid.. I shall be obliged to you 
if you will again mention the subject to Don F. de Saavedra. 

To Major Gen. Whittingbam.f Badajoz, 22d Dec. 1809. 

I am concerned to hear that the state of your wound has obliged you to 
go to Gibraltar ; but I wish that while you are in that part of the Penin- 
sula, you would take an opportunity of seeing or writing to Gen. Venegas 
on the subject of the defence of Cadiz. I hope that the enemy are still 
very far from being able to undertake the siege of that important post. 
If they should not be so, it is most satisfactory to the whole world to see 
the defence of it intrusted to such a man as Venegas j and although we 
ought all to have, and have the utmost confidence in his abilities, I know 

* The Spaniali and PnrtugaesB lerai for eUofeiU or post. 

't Lieiit. Colonel, the late Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Whittiiighain, K.C.B., was then a Major 
General in the service of Spain. 
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too much of these affairs not to be certain that the defence of a place of 
this description is always vigorous and well conducted in proportion to the 
extent of the preparations made for it, and the length of time which the 
operations required have been foreseen and have been provided for. 

Although I am one of those who are of opinion that the English ought 
to have nothing to say to Cadiz, yet it cannot be denied that it is a point 
in the defence of which we are most materially interested, and in which 
we must co-operate at least with our Navy. Cadiz depends for many 
articles, and I believe some of the necessaries of life, upon its communica- 
tion with the sea, in which the most material aid can be given by the 
British Navy; if, indeed, their co-operation is not deemed essentially 
necessary for the salvation of the place. Now we all know the length of 
time which a naval equipment of this description takes ; which will not 
consist only in ships of war and armed cra^ but in victuallers, water 
vessels, &c., which must be fitted up for the purpose. I should, therefore, 
recommend to Gen. Venegas, at an early period, to turn his mind to a 
calculation of his probable wants of this description, and to have them 
communicated to the British government in time, in order that all the 
preparations may be made, and that the assistance required may be given 
at the moment it is wanted. I have every confidence, not only in the 
patriotism and honor, but in the military abilities of Gen. Venegas ; and 
I am convinced he will adopt every measure which prudence and skill can 
suggest for the defence of the place intrusted to his charge ; but having 
lately visited this famous fortress, I took an opportunity of looking at it, 
although not so much as I could have wished, or as I should have done, if 
I had not known that some of the inhabitants might have felt a jealousy 
of my curiosity. 

It occurs to me, however, that it would be most important to Cadiz to 
finish l^e work which has been commenced on the isthmus between Cadiz 
and the Isla de Leon ; and I would even go farther, and would recom- 
mend the construction of another strong work at the Torre de Ercole, 
which would secure the communication with the Isla de Leon, and would 
much impede the advance of the enemy towards the main body of the place. 
The defence of and communication with the Isla de Leon is a most im- 
portant consideration for any body who is to conduct the defence of Cadiz 
itself; and the works constructed, and the troops employed in the defence 
of this Isla and the approaches to it, would be materially aided, and their 
retreat to Cadiz covered and secured, in cose of accidents, by the con- 
struction of the proposed work at the Torre de Ercole. 

These are the points to which in particular I would draw the attention 
of Gen. Venegas, if I were likely to see him ; but as that is not probable, 
I beg you either to see or write to him, and to communicate to him the 
sentiments which I have above written to you. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Tilliers. Badajoz, 22d Deo. 1809. 

I am concerned to be obliged to make any complaint of a pro^ge of 
yours, but I must say that I think I have some cause to complain of 

Mr. . He was appointed by me to the Commissariat in June, and 

on die 11th July he writes a letter to the Lords of the Treasury, in which 
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he gives them to understand neither more nor less tlian that the Commis- 
sary Gen., and all his officers, as well as myself, are either knaves or fools ; 
and that he can save thousands upon tlmusands to tlio public, by some new 
mode he has discovered of supplying the troops with bread. He disclaims, 
at the same time, any intention of making a charge against any of us ! 

Now, I must say that, if Mr. has made any discovery upon this 

subject, it was his duty to apprise me of it ; and at least to try whether 
our failure to save the public these thousands upon thousands was to be 
attributed to knavery or folly, before he wrote to tlie Treasury upon the 
subject. 

To J. Murray, Eiq., Commiuary Generat Badojoz, 24(Ii Dec. 1809. 

I beg that you will deliver over to the officers of the Spanish Commis- 
sariat, appointed by the Duque de Alburquerque, or by the Junta of 
Badajoz to receive it, all the wheat, flour, and barley which you have pur- 
chased in tins country, and which you have not flie means of removing 
from Spain ; and you will take the receipts of tliose officers for the quan- 
tities you will deliver to them, which I will forward to His Majesty’s 
minister at Seville, in order that he may receive the value of these articles 
from the Spanish government. It will be necessary that you should settle 
witli the Junta of Badajoz the price which the Spanish government shall 
py for these articles ; and I request you to take measures accordingly, in 
concert with Col. Alava, who is employedhere by the Duque de Alburquerque. 

To the Senate of Bstremoz. Blvoa, 25th Dec. 1809. 

I have received your memorandum relative to the conduct of the British 
officers at Bstremoz, which has given me much concern ; and I wish that 
you had mentioned either the names of the officers who have conducted 
themselves in this shameful manner, or had described their persons, or the 
regiments to which they belong, or had even mentioned the days on which 
they passed through Estremoz. It is almost useless to complain of an 
injury if the name of the person behaving ill is not mentioned. However, 

I have given orders to the military commanding officer of the hospital to 
make arrangements upon this subject, which I hope will prevent com- 
plaints in future. 

To J. Murray, Esq., Commissary General. Badajoz, 26tli Dec. 1809. 

I have perused the agreement into which you entered yesterday with 
the Junta of Badajoz, by my desire, respecting the price to be paid for 
the wheat, flour, and barley left in this country by the British army, viz. 
52 reals for ea.chfanega of wheat and flour, and 48 reals for each fanega 
of barley, in which I fully concur. These prices are not so large as those 
which you have paid in the country for tlie same articles ; but it must bo 
observed that this large price was probably occasioned by the large 
demand for the supply of the British army, and that the army having 
marched, and the demand having ceased, the price must fall. 

A larger price mighty possibly be got by tlie sale of the articles by 
•auction : hut this mode (if tlie government were disposed to allow of it) 
would bt objectionable at this moment, considering that all the supplies 
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of the country are required for the armies, and that a part of those which 
we have purchased, the superabundance of which are now to be disposed 
of, have been procured by the influence of the government. It is besides 
to be observed that if these articles were to be sold by auction, or in any 
manner by retail, it would be necessary to leave in the country, to super- 
intend the sale, certain officers of the Commissariat, whose services cannot 
be spared from the army. 1 therefore sanction the arrangement which 
you have made. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiera. Badajoz, 27th Dec. 1809. 

I have received your letter of the 24th, and I am much concerned that 
you did not detain my dispatch relative to the Portuguese troops, which 
was written under a mistake. I understood the arrangement to be as I 
stated it ; but this mistake is one among many proofs that a man should 
never venture upon an official statement, upon any subject, without having 
official documents before him. 1 do not now understand how you check your 
payments, or whether you pay for 17,000 or 20,000 men. However, this 
is no business of mine ; and I don’t wish to have any concern in it, or in 
the office which you have chalked out for me. You had much better 
stay and see the game out yourself. I write to you now principally about 
your money concerns. The Portuguese government wanted £150,000 
from us at the end of October to make up a sum to lay in magazines for 
their army, which, according to a plan suggested by Forjaz, was to be 
advanced as follows : the pay of 20,000 men for November in advance, 
and £100,000 on account of a draft on De Sousa in London. This pro- 
position was made when I was at Lisbon in October, and I would not give 
a positive answer to it till I arrived at Badajoz, and could see the Com- 
missary Gen. 

I wrote to you a letter on the 31st Oct., in whicli I consented to advance 
the whole sum on account of November’s subsidy, and your fourth for 
October, making altogether £97,000, which you received ; and also the 
£100,000 on account of the draft on De Sousa in two payments, provided 
the £30,000 bar silver was placed at the disposal of the Commissary Gen. 
Eefer to this letter. Thus you see you have had your subsidy for November, 
and £70,000 out of the £100,000. I think I shall be able to give you 
the other £30,000 in a few days. I should certainly have been able to 
give it, if the Mint had not been extraordinarily slow in coining the silver. 
I do not see any breach of engagement in all this transaction, excepting in 
the delay to pay the last £30,000, which may fairly be attributed to the 
delay in the coinage of the bar silver. 

I am glad to find that the government are disposed to aid Portugal with 
money, but I have informed them that they must send out money ; nothing 
else will answer. 

I believe that the Admiral has had the batteries armed. It does not 
signify one pinch of snuff j we can disarm them in 5 minutes. 

I made a dash at De Mello ; and I am very glad to find that the govern- 
ment have done upon this subject what they ought. 

P.S. As for Mr. , I only beg that he will not write letters to the 

Treasury on subjects which he does not understand. 
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To Bait, Fren^ Gafote, 27t!i Dec. 180G, 

I have the honor to enclose tlie copy of a letter from Brig. Gen. Cox, 
commanding at Almeida, to Marshal Beresford, together with the enclo- 
sures marked Nos. 8, 9, 10, relative to the return of Lieut. V. de Farin- 
court to Almeida, after a detention in confinement at Ciudad Rodrigo for 

6 weeks, having received orders from the Spanish government not 

to allow him to proceed to join the French army by tliat route. 

It is evident to me, that had not received the orders which he 

states that he had received; or that the orders of the contrary tenor were 
not sent, which Don F. de Saavedra assured you had been sent, as men- 
tioned to me in your letter of the 9th inst. The respect which I have for 
the character of Don F. de Saavedra induces me to hope that it may turn 
out that he' has not deceived you. 

I consider that the feelings of His Majesty, and of the public in general, 
are so much interested in favor of the brave officers and soldiers who are 
in the hands of the enemy, only because they were wounded in fighting 
the battles of Spain, that I cannot any longer delay reporting for His 
Majesty’s information, the unusual difficulties which the Spanish govern- 
ment and officers have thrown'in the way of every communication between 
the French Generals and me which had for its object citiier tlie rdief or 
the exchange of tliese unfortunate persons. I must at the same time do 
the people of Spain the jtistice to say, that these difficulties are as incon- 
sistent with their wishes as they ore with their interests, or with humanity ; 
as they have done every thing in their power to relieve these officers 
and soldiers, and have assisted such of them who have escaped from, cap- 
tivity, as much as has been in their poWer in their passage through the 
country. 

To Dam M. Forjaz. Gafete, 3?tli Deo. 1809. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th Dec., in which 
you have enclosed the copy of a letter from the Corregidor of Coimbra, 
and the copies of a correspondence between that magistrate and an Assist. 
Commissary of the British army. I am concerned to learn that tliere 
exists a scarcity of provisions in that part of the country in which the 
troops have not been collected since the last harvest ; and I had hoped, and 
still hope, that the scarcity is not so great but that the measures which I 
have adopted in the British army for the regular settlement of accounts, 
and early payment for supplies received from time to time from the 
country, will have the effect of procuring for the troops that assistance in 
provisions which they may require, and which every country in which an 
army is obliged to act must afford. However, not relying solely upon the 
effect of these measures, magazines for the use of the British troops have 
been fixed on the Mondego and tlie Douro, to aid in the supply of the 
demand for provisions. 

The other points in your letter being referrible to His Majesty’s govern- 
ment, I beg leave to request that you will communicate with His Majesty’s 
minister at Lisbon upon them, from whom alone you can receive an answer. 
I beg leave to inform you, however, that you are mistaken in supposing that 
the-mewares which had been proposed when I was at Lisbon in October, 
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with a view to aasist the Portuguese government in collecting magazines of 
provisions, have not been carried into execution, as far as the funds of the 
British arm; were to be employed in giving that assistance. 

The assistance to be given consisted in ^150,000 sterling, of which 
£50,000 sterling were to be in advance on account of the pay, &c., of the 
20,000 troops ; and £100,000 on account of a sum of money expected 
from S', de Sousa in England. 

The first mentioned £50,000 were paid immediately ; that is, in the end 
of October. Of the £100,000, £50,000 were paid when the money was 
demanded, in the beginning of December, by Mr. Villiers ; and of the other 
£50,000, £20,000 have since been paid. The whole sum would have 
been paid on demand if the silver could have been coined at the Mint in 
time ; and if my expectation of receiving money on account of bills upon 
England had not been disappointed. But I have no doubt that I shall be 
enabled' to order the issue of the remaining £30,000 on this account in a 
short time. 

As the Governors of the Kingdom may be desirous of having my opinion 
on the points adverted to in your letter of the 20th inst., notwithstanding 
that they can receive from Mr. 'Villiers alone any decisive answer, I pro- 
ceed to communicate it for their information. 

I have not the estimate of the expense of the troops on which is founded 
the calculation of the monthly sum to be paid by the British government 
for the 20,000 men ; but I have always understood that the expense of 
provisions for these 20,000 men was included in the estimate. If my 
understanding on this subject be correct, the British government will not 
be disposed to defray the expense of forming mapazine a-for t^ ese troops, 
when they already pay the expense of their provisions in the monthly sum 
paid by His Majesty’s minister at Lisbon to the Portuguese government. 
But although the British government will not defray the expense of the 
formation of magazines for the Portuguese army, it may be thought that 
the state of the supplies of grain in Portugal may require the assistance of 
Great Britain. Upon this point I am concerned to add, that from what I 
see of the prices of provisions in England, and from what I have heard of 
the produce of the last harvest, I have reason to believe that Great Britain 
could not afibrd any considerable export of grain to Portugal, excepting 
what may be necessary for the British army, in addition to the magazines 
now in Portugal, in order to aid the supplies which the army must con- 
tinue to receive from the country; and it will be necessary that this 
country should look to a supply from the 'Western Islands, from the Me- 
diterranean, and from America. 

I have no doubt that this supply can be procured with money ; and that 
His Majesty’s government will be disposed to exert their influence to 
procure for Portugal every assistance of this description. But it will be 
necessary that the importers of this grain should be certain of a sale ; and 
that the purchase sho^d not be refused by the government, as in the late 
instance of the wheat imported into Lisbon by Mr. Phillips, of which tlie 
late Minister of Finance declined the purchase, notwithstanding the offer 
made by me to facilitate it as much as was in my power. 

This circumstance will appear still more extraordinary, now that it is 
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stated that there exists a scarcity in the country, of which the Minister of 
Finance must have had a knowledge at the time. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. GavioS, 28th Dec. 1800. 

I have received your letter respecting the boats, &o., and I have given 
directions to the Commissary Gen. according to your suggestions. 

I omitted to answer a part of a former letter from you, which related 
to the period at which vessels should be sent to Cadiz and to Gibraltar for 
the money for the army, upon which I wished to have some discussion 
with the Commissary Gen. before I gave you an answer. He says, what 
indeed I know to be true, that it is impossible for him to iix the periods 
at which his agents at those places will have money in tlieir hands. This 
depends entirely upon the money market, and very much upon the periods 
of the sailing and of the arrival of the packets. I have written to England 
upon this subject, to endeavor to have regularity established in tliose 
communications, which will, 1 hope, tend to the relief of our pecuniary 
difficulties in some degree, os well as give us such a knowledge of the 
state of the money markets as to enable us to fix the periods at which ves- 
sels should be sent to bring our money away from Cadiz and Gibraltar. 

To Bart, Frorc, Eaq. Gavia8, aStli Dec. 1809. 

I enclose a letter which Brig. Gen. Cox has written to Marshal 
Beresford, with its enclosures, being a proposition from the Duque del 
Parque, that a certain quantity of biscuit which he hod heard was in the 
magazines at Almeida should be placed at his disposal, in order to pro- 
vide, as he says, for any sudden movement which the army under his 
command might he obliged to make. I think this proposition rather 
extraordinary, particularly considering the person who makes it, who 
refused to allow Marshal Beresford to have a quantity of biscuit from 
Ciudad Rodrigo, although actually purchased and paid for by a British 
Commissary ; and considering the whole of his conduct towards the Bri- 
tish and Portuguese army. However, I am not disposed to consider 
offences of this description, when the safety of an army is at stake. The 
biscuit in question was lodged at Almeida by my direction, in order to 


G. O. Gavtao, SSth Uno. 1809. 

The Commandei of tlie Foccea lequeats that the officera commanding divisions will 
dimct the officers of the Q. M. G.’s deportment attoched to them respectively to arrange 
with the magiatrates of the difibrent towns and viltages in which the troops may be cou- 
what boiues General officers, Field officers, captains, andsuhaltmis, respectively, 
Bnall be quartered; and the officers are to be quartered according to Ihis arrangement. 

The Commander of the Forces is conceniect to notice tliat complaints of the conduct of 
some ofthe officers of the army to the inliabitiuits of Portugal luive already reached him, 
and he is convinced that it must be of those who have lately joined the army, and wore 
not partakers of tlie kindness with wind) tlie whole army were treated by the peojde of this 
country at die commencement of the campaign. 

There is no doubt that by civility and good treatment the officers of the army will 
recel^ra from the inhabitants of Portugal again all the assistance and kiiiduoss which they 
cun oubru, and die Commander of the Forces is exceedingly anxious that the people of 
this country should not be brought by the misconduct of the army to detest tliose who arc 
swt uOT to assist them in the defence of their country. He particularly desires that 
(he officers on the Commissariat and medical Staff will pay attention to these orders, 
Com, Gren. will send a copy of them to each of the commissaries who ore 

detached. 
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enable me to draw the British army to that quarter, in case the enemy 
should have attacked Ciudad Rodrigo, 

From the accounts which I have received of the state of the supplies in 
that part of Portugal, I have reason to believe that it will be very incon- 
venient to allow the Spanish army to have any part of this magazine ; and 
if I should find this to he the case, it cannot be expected that I should 
allow the Duque del Parque to have it. Neither will I allow him to have 
it, in order to enable him to undertake an operation of the same descrip- 
tion with that in which he lately nearly lost his army. But if I should 
find that the British or Portuguese army do not want the magazine, or if 
it can be replaced, I shall have no objection to afford the Spanish army 
the assistance which I can give them. 

The situation of tlie army under the Duque del Parque, however, deserves 
the serious consideration of the government. If they begin already to 
require the assistance of the British and Portuguese magazines, their dis- 
tress will he very great before the winter is over, and some serious steps 
ought to be taken for their relief. With this view, I would recommend 
to the government to send money into Estremadura, without which it will 
be impossible for the Junta of that province to forward to the Duque del 
Parque the supplies of provisions which I know it has in its power, as the 
British army gave them a considerable quantity solely upon their receipts. 

I would also recommend that fast sailing and well equipped vessels 
should be sent from Cadiz to the mouth of the Mondego, loaded with 
biscuit, and whatever else this army may require. Unless the weather 
should be very bad, the cargoes can be landed at Buarcos, at about a league 
from Figueira, from whence the Mondego affords water carriage to within 
20 leagues of Ciudad Rodrigo ; and I should think there would be no dif- 
ficulty in sending carriages from Ciudad Rodrigo to draw up the provisions 
&om the landing place. I suggest Ibis plan in cose want of money, 
or any other cause with which I am unacquainted, should prevent the 
government from supplying this army from Estremadura. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. GaviaS, 2Btb Dec. 1809. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have received 
from Marshal Beresford relative to the refusal of His Majesty’s govern- 
ment to supply the Portuguese cavalry with arms, and relative to the want 
of muskets and accoutrements in Portugal for the militia. I beg to refer 
your Lordship to my dispatch of the 14th Nov., upon the subject of the 
assistance which I expected from the whole Portuguese regular army and 
militia in the contest in which we are likely to be engaged in this country. 

I likewise enclose tlie translation of a letter which I have received from 
Dorn M. Forjaz, the Sec. of State for the War department of the govern- 
ment of Portugal, upon die distress of this country for the want of pro- 
visions, and the copy of my answer. It is probable that Mr. Villiers 
will address His Majesty’s ministers upon the subjects to which these 
letters relate. 

I believe that Portugal has never produced a sufficient quantity of grain 
for its consumption ; but from all the information I have received, I have 
no reason to believe that the harvest has failed this year ; and the part of 
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tiho country in yrhich the scarcity is stated to exist is among the most 
fertile and best cultivated in Portugal. I conceive, therefore, that tlie 
diflSculty in procuring provisions, if it exists, is to be atti'ibutcd to the 
want of money by the government. In fact tlie Portuguese government 
have, since the restoration, been in the habit of taking provisions from 
the inhabitants of the country without paying for them, or even settling 
accounts. The people now conceal their provisions, and refuse to continue 
to furnish supplies, and the troops are distressed ; and this concealment of 
the supplies of the countiy, and refusal to furnish tliem, and the distress 
for want of provisions suffered by the troops, will continue till tlie revenue 
shall be brought nearer to the necessary expenditure of the country. 

These statements will show your Lordship the difficulties of the situation 
of this country, which must be felt more or less by the British army 
employed in co-operating in its defence, and can be alleviated only by the 
prompt and efficacious assistance of Bis Majesty’s government. Portugal 
has no expectation of pecuniary or other assistance from Brazil, or from 
any of its foreign possessions ; there is no manufacture of arms in tliis 
country; and it must depend for its means of defence upon the supplies 
which Great Britain will afford. 

His Majesty’s government must be the beat judges whether it is proper 
to continue the war in the Peninsula; and whether the best mode of 
opposing the enemy in the Peninsula is by an exertion to create a military 
force in Portugd. But it is evident that we shall fail in producing the 
exertion of which this country is capable, and which the government and 
inhabitants are certainly willing to make, for wont of means, unless His 
Majesty’s government should be able to assist Portugal with money as well 
as with arms, and the other equipments, for which I have sent to England 
requisitions at different times. 

To the Sari of Liverpool. Gavia6, 28tli Deo. 1809. 

The enemy withdrew from La Mancha about the 18tl> inst., without 
having made any attempt to attack the passes of the Sierra Morena ; and 
their object in dieir late expedition must have been to oblige the Spanish 
troops to withdraw from the plains into tlie more unhealthy climate of the 
hills. I think also that there is reason to believe that they had heard about 
tbat time of the march of the British army across the Tagus, as a letter 
from me to the Junta of Badajoz, apprising them of this intended move- 
ment, and written in the beginning of December, bad been very indiscreetly 
published, first in the Badajoz newspaper, and afterwards in that of Seville. 
It is probable that the receipt of this intelligence, and that of a serious 
insurrection in Biscay, had induced the French to withdraw their troops 
again from La Mancha. 

I have not heard that the troops in Castille have been reinforced, or have 
materially altered their position since I last addressed your Lordship. The 
Duque del Parque is BtiU in the neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo ; and I 
understand that his troops are suffering the greatest distress for the want 
of provisions. He has collected again a force amounting to 20,000 men. 

I have heard that Gerona has fallen, but not from authority on which I 
can place reliance. 
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To the Bail of Lireipool. GaviaS, aSfh Deo. 1809. 

I have to request that 1500 pickases and mattocks, and 300 felling axes, 
may be sent to Lisbon, for the use of the British army. 

To Col. Peacocke. GaviaS, 28th Dec. 1809. 

I shall be to-morrow at Abrantes, on the 30th and 31st at Thomar, and 
on the 1st Jan. at Leiria. You will send your messengers accordingly. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gaviao, 29th Deo. 1809. 

Since I closed my dispatch of yesterday, I have received intelligence on 
which I rely, stating that Gerona had surrendered on the 11th inst. 

To Col. Don M. de Alava. Pombal, ce 2 Janvier, 1810. 

J’ai reipi a Abrantes le 29 du mois passe votre lettre du 27, pour 
laquelle je vous suis bien obligd. 

Par les nouvelles que nous venona de recevoir de Londres du 20 Dt!c., 
il paratt que c’est I’intention de Buonaparte de venir lui-meme en Espagne. 
II en a parle dans son discours au Senat ; el Berthier est ddja nommd 
Major Gdndral de Tarmfie d’Espagne, qu’on dit devait 6tre renforcde de 
100,000 hommes. Mais dans son discours au Senat il ne parle plus de 
conqu6te en Espagne, mais des moyens sages et de la moderation. II ne 
viendra pas ici pour cela. 

Je vous serai bien oblige, si vous avez quelque chose k me communiquer 
que vous croyez pouvoir intdresser le corps d’armde que j’ai laissd sur le 
Tage & Abrantes, si vous voulez envoyer votre lettre sous cachet volant 
adressde au General Hill a Abrantes ; ou, si vous le prdferez, d’avoir la 
bonte de lui dcrire. 

L’armde du Duque del Parque est dans la Sierra de Gata. Il veut 
emprunter de la cavalerie Anglaise pour aller attaquer I’ennemi. 

To Bart. Fiere, Eaq. Pombal, 2d Jon. i8l0. 

I received at Abrantes, on the 29th, your letters of tlie 26th, for which 
I am much obliged to you. I now send you some letters from England, 
which were enclosed to me. 

I have no news for you, excepting to tell you that I have received a 
letter from Col. Carroll, from Viseu, dated the 30th Dec., in which he 
informs me that the Duque del Parque proposes to force his way into 
Galicia ; and he has proposed that I should lend him 2000 cavalry, to 
enable him to act offensively against the enemy. His army was, on the 
24th, in the Sierra de Gata ; head quarters at San Martin de Trehejo. I 
think that Gen. Doyle ought to go to Catalonia without loss of time, and 
to transmit to us every intelligence he can procure. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill." Pombai, 2d Jan. 1810. 

I enclose a return of the number of artificers which Capt. Patton re- 
quires at Abrantes, in order to enable him to complete the works at that 
place, which are very important in every point of view. I shall be 
obliged to you if you will assist him with as many (not exceeding the 
numbers of each description stated in the enclosed paper) as you can 
afford from the British troops under your command. 
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I request you to read the eucloaecl letter to Lieut. Col. Grant, of the 
Lusitanian legion, and desire the magistrate at Abrantes to forward it to 
him to Castcllo Branco. I also request you to desire the messenger to 
leave tine enclosed letter for Gen. Payne at Portalcgre, if he should not 
already have come from tiicnco to Abrantes. 


To Lieut. Gen. Payne. Pombal, 2d Jan. 1810. 

I ara much concerned that you have been stopped on your march by so 
troublesome a companion os the gout, but I hope that you will soon recover. 

1 shall make inquiry respecting the cause of the want of forage at 
Portalegre. Repeated starving, in the midst of plenty, is too bad. 

Among other reinforcements coming out ore tlie 13th light dragoons, 
which will give us more cavalry in this country than we could feed witlr 
convenience, or than, according to present appearances, we shall require. 
However, there is no hoi-m in having them at Lisbon, and there they shall 
remain for the present. 

You will see by the letters from the Horse Guaitis, of which I have 
requested Lieut. Col. Bathurst to transmit you copies, that there is no 
objection to our detaining, for the present, a part of the 23d light dragoons, 
but that they must not be allowed to enlist witii any oilier regiments. 
You will also observe what the Commander in Chief directs respecting 
the men of the 2d hussars K.G.L. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiars. Pombal, 2d Jan. 1810. 

I have received your letters of the 25th and 26th ; and I send by this 
messenger copies of the dispatch and letter which 1 received from the Sec. 
of State, respecting the additional subsidy to be paid to the Portuguese 
government. I conclude that you will have received a counterpart from 
Lord Wellesley, or from Lord Bathurst; but lest you should not, I hope 
that you will make the necessary communication to Iho Portuguese 
government, founded upon the enclosed dispatch. 

I have requested Beresford to send you a plan for the augmentation of 
the pay of the officers of the army, the expense of which will he defrayed 
by tills subsidy of £130,000 sterling. I shall not write to flie Portuguese 
government upon this or upon tiie other part of the subject, till I shall 
hear that you have communicated with them ; and then only to urge and 
support the measure which you will propose. 

I have not seen the Commissary Gen. since I received your letter, nor 
shall I see him till I shall be at Coimbra to-morrow ; but I know tiiat he 
can give the Portuguese government provisions only in the way in which 
he can give them money, by depriving the British troops of them. 

I believe there never was any officer, but certainly never a British 
officer, placed in so difficult a situation as I am in. Every body looks for 
British assistance in every thing : money, stores, provisions, and all that 
keep an army together, are required by both Spaniards and Portuguese ; 
and they and the British nation, and even the government, conceive that I 
have all at my command, and that I have only to say the word to supply 
dl their wonts, and satisfy all their demands. The fact is, however, tiiat 
I have not more than enough for my own army, and I have received the 
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order of the government to give nothing. I can suggest no means of pro- 
curing the money required to keep the armies together, excepting that 
government should send money out. I have told them so repeatedly ; and 
I have lately requested Lord Liverpool to send out £200,000. God knows 
whether it will arrive or not ! 

As soon as I shall see the Commissary Gen., I will let you know what 
your proportion is of our receipts of December, and will give an order 
that it may be issued to you. 

You see the dash which the Common Council of the city of London 
have made at me ! I act with a sword hanging over me, which will fall 
upon me whatever may be the result of affairs here ; but they may do what 
they please, I shall not give up the game here as long as it can be played. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fombal, 2il Jan. 1 810. 

I have received your letter respecting tlie transmission of the weekly 
states, which shall go to you regularly. The Horse Guards, however, 
might at any time have given the government any information which they 
could want regarding the state of the army. 

I have lately had a return made out showing the total loss of the army 
in dead since I took the command in April last ; which is only 4500 men, 
including the battle of Talavera, &c. Besides which, there are 1500 pri- 
soners. This is about one third of the loss which the French compute that 
they sufTered in about the same period of time. 

1 see that the Common Council of the city of London have desired that 
my conduct should be inquired into ; and I think it probable that the 
answer which the King will give to this address will be consistent with the 
approbation which he has expressed of the acts which the gentlemen wish 
to make the subject of inquiry ; and that they will not be well pleased. 
I cannot expect mercy at their hands, whether I succeed or fail ; and if 
I should fail, they will not inquire whether the failure is owing to my 
own incapacity, to the blameless errors to which we are all liable, to the 
faults or mistakes of others, to the deficiency of our means, to the serious 
difiSculties of our situation, or to the great power and abilities of our 
enemy. In any of these cases, I shall become their victim ; but I am not 
to be alarmed by this additional risk, and whatever may be the conse- 
quences, I shall continue to do my best in this country. 

I wrote to you the other day about General officers. I only beg you 
not to send me any violent party men. We must keep the spirit of parly- 
out of the army, or we shall be in a bad way indeed. 

To Vice Adm. tlie Hon. G. Serkeley. Coimbra, 8d Jan. 1310. 

I have received your letter of the 26th Dec., and I really knew so little 
of the origin and progress of the enforcement of the claim of the army to 
the salvage of the British ships at Oporto, and particularly of the employ- 
ment of Mr. , that I do not know what answer to give you. It 

appears, or rather Mr. says, that my brother Henry employed him 

to enforce the claim of the army, which I think very improbable, as he 
certainly has never said or written one word to me upon the subject ; and 
Mr. Greenwood has written me no answer to'" the letter which I wrote to 
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Gen. J. Murray, and in which I required tlmt he should find out what 
directions my brother had given. 

You have the copy of my letter to Gen. Murray upon this subject, in 

which you will see how little I knew of Mr. ^ and porticuloidy what 

I thought of the claim of the navy. I have now had no answer to that 

letter which can satisfy me respecting Mr. ’s diameter, or respecting 

the propriety of my sending liim any directions wliich might have the 
cfiFect of sanctioning all his first proceedings, and the expenses which he 
will charge for them. I think, therefore, that I ought to begin to act for 
the army from the commencement, eiUier in conjunction or in concert 
with you ; but, before I take this step, I should wish to have an opportu- 
nity of talking over the subject with some of the General officers interested 
in the case, whom I shall have an opportunity of seeing in a few days. 

My opinion is, that Mr. has proceeded without any authority. If I 

know my brother well, I am convinced that he would not have authorised 
his proceedings without consulting or informing me of them, particularly 
in a case in which an army is concerned. Gen. Murray is not in town, 
and has not had an opportunity of ascertaining this most important point. 
In respect to the Danish ships, I have written to Col. Trent, to desire that 
he will not prevent their sailing whenever or wherever you may think 
proper to order them, taking from the captains security for the vessels 
and cargoes, in case they should he deemed prizes. You are already aware 
of my opinion upon this part of the question 5 and I much fear that the 
whole will be considered as property in a neutral port. 

If the Duke of Richmond has acted as you say he has, of which I know 
him to he very capable, he has behaved most handsomely towards Lord 
Wellesley. 

I am glad that you concur in the measures which were adopted respect- 
ing Do Mello. I think that we have put an end to all tlie plans for 
resigning commissions by common consent, &c. &c., and that we shall go 
on very quietly in future. The Marquez das Minas is much mistaken if 
he supposes that any thing he can do can shake the English in Portugal. 
We have done, we continue to do, and I hope shall still do much good in 
Portugal; and the benefit of the King’s protection is too well appreciated 
by the Portuguese in general, and the general confidence in us too strong, to 
he shaken by any line he can take ; and he had much better take core of 
himself, than attempt to injure Marshal Beresford, or the English interest. 

I am much obliged to you for the offer of your boat. I could not quit 
Badajoz till the whole army had left Spain, and I was obliged to he in this 
quarter as soon os possible after they commenced arriving here ; so that I 
had no time to go to Lisbon while the troops were on their march, which 
I should otherwise have wished to have done. 

To Liout. Gen. Sir J. Slierbiooica, K.B. Coimbra, 3il Jan. 1810. 

I arrived here this day, having been detained at Badajoz till the 25th, 
and having stopped one day at Thomar to see the Portuguese troops. I 
received your letter of the 30th yesterday morning, at Leiria, 

Geh. Bacellar is not to collect at Viseu the recruits levied in Beira; 
but ftey are to go to Abrantes ; the horses likewise. 


PORTUGAL. 


G73 


I shall be with you in a few days ; but I am obliged to stop here to settle 
all the affairs of our supplies, which I still hope will be sufScieut. The 
money for the army will be here to-morrow ; and I wish you would order 
the paymasters of your division to come hero as soon as they please, to 
receive the balance due on their estimates to the 24th Dec. I would send 
the money on, only that the Paymaster’s department have marched with 
me, and are in some degree knocked up. You sliall have barley also, as 
well as money, I hope, before long. 

P.S. I send the letters for your division. Pray forward the messenger 
with my letter for Gen. Oraufurd, at Celorico or PinheL 


To Brig. Gen. R. Craufuid. Coimbra, 3d Jan. 1810, 

I arrived here this day, having been detained at Badajoz till the 25th 
Dec. 

On your arrival at your station, I request you will communicate with 
Brig. Gen. Cox at Almeida, and obtain from him all the information you 
can of the enemy’s force, position, &c., upon the frontier. I request also 
that you will endeavor, through Gen. Cox, to communicate with Capt. 
Ruman, who is employed to get intelligence on the frontiers of Castille, 
and desire him to send you all his reports, directed to me, which you will 
of course peruse. I slmll desire Col. Carroll, who is employed with the 
Duque del Parque’s army, to write to you constantly. You will also 
endeavor to establish for yourself any other sources of intelligence which 
you may think fit, the expense of which I shall defray. 

We have a store of provisions in Almeida, from which you will draw 
what you may require, if it should be necessary ; but do not use it unless 
it be absolutely so. Your Commissary will find Torre de Moncorvo to 
be a very fertile district. I shall desire Mr. Murray to send him a supply 
of money, which I observe is the best persuasive to the people of the 
country to give their supplies. 

1 wish that you would desire Capt. Campbell, and any other ofiScers in 
your division who are capable of it, to examine the course of the Coa, 
which runs by Almeida, and to report upon it ; and likewise the course of 
the Agueda, if the position of the enemy should allow it. I will defray 
the expenses of the latter while employed on this service. 

I shall be here for some days, in order that I may arrange every thing 
relating to our supplies ; and hereafter I shall fix my head quarters at 
Viseu, and shall go forward to pay you a visit. 

P.S. Do not work the hussars at Pinhel by sending them with letters. 
I should prefer to pay a messenger. Gen. Sherbrooke’s division is at 
Viseu, and towards Celorico and Trancoso. The 4th division will be at 
Celorico, Guarda, and Pinhel. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Coimbra, 3d Jan. 1810. 

Having communicated to the King’s minister at Lisbon my dispatch to 
your Lordship of the 19th Dec., relative to the arrangements under which 
His Majesty pays for 20,000 Portuguese troops, I find that I so far mis- 
understood that arrangement, and misinformed your Lordship, as that 
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there are certain regiments in the Portngnoao service, as per 
margin, which arc niulerstood to he paitl by Great Britain. 
But the money is paid to the Portuguese government for the 
expenses of these regiments, and by the Portuguese govern- 
ment Uirongh their officers to the troops. The Portuguese 
government also defray all tlie expenses of the troops which 
the grant from liis Majesty is intended to cover. 

This arrangement was made before I arrived in Portugal, 
and I never had any official information of it ; and I knew 
only that tlie Portuguese government received about £500,000 
in payment of the expenses of 20,000 men, which resource is 
carried to account in the statement which 1 transmitted of 
their finance in my dispatch of the 14th Nov. 

I have received your Lordship’s dispatch of the 15th Dec. 
I cannot with propriety make any communication to the Por- 
tuguese government on the part of His Majesty, and I have 
therefore sent to the King’s minister at Lisbon a copy of the 
dispatch, in order that he may make tl\e necessary communi- 
cations upon it to die Portuguese government. He will, I 
doubt not, endeavor to make such an ari-angemcnt with the 
Portuguese government for the distribution of the aid which His Majesty 
is pleased to give them as will be satisfactory to His Majesty’s govern- 
ment ; and I shall do every thing in my power to prevail upon the Por- 
tuguese government to adopt the arrangement which Mr. Villiers will 
propose, and to facilitate its execution. 

In my dispatch of the 14th Nov., I intended to state £500,000 (the pay, 
&c. of 20,000 men) as the whole pecuniary resource received by the Por- 
tuguese government from Great Britain. Besides this sum, the expense 
of the pay and allowances to the British officers lent by His Majesty to 
the Portuguese government, amounting to about .£100,000, is paid by 
Great Britain, making in all an expense of £600,000, which His Majesty 
incurred in aid of Portugal at the time I wrote that dispatch. 


ElTeclive 
strength. 
No. 1 13S8 

2 ms 

3 837 
i 1.141 
7 1261 

10 1449 

11 1S35 

13 1276 

14 1262 
16 112S 
16 1616 
19 1361 

16,378 

Chasseurs. 
No. 1 627 

3 689 

4 624 

1,840 

Total. 

17,718 


To Bart. Trere, Esq,. Coimbra, 8d Jon. 1810. 

I received this morning your letter of the 29th Dec. The Marques 
de la Romana, and you, must he better judges of the wants of the re- 
spective provinces and armies of Spain for arms than I can he ; and I 
concur entirely with you and him in the proposed distribution of the 
10,000 stand expected from England, viz., 6000 stand to the Duquejde 
Alburqnerque’s army, and 4000 stand to Valencia and Catalonia. 

To Uic Rt. Hon. J. Villieis. Coimbra, 4th Jan. 1810. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have seen die Commissary General, 
and the only mode which occurs to us in which we can assist the Poi’- 
tuguese government with more money than we have already given them, 
or with provisions, is by giving hills upon England, for any cargoes of 
provisions which they may purchase from merchant importers. It is 
impdrteut, however, that diey should observe that we are, purchasing in 
, ffiis manner ; and that they should take care to avoid all competition with 
us, -wMc^^ wibuId only have the effect of raising the price upon both parties. 
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I send you my dispatches open for your perusal. 

1 have seen several Portuguese battalions on my road through the 
country, and I am happy to inform you that some of them are in very good 
order, and all of them very forward in discipline. They are, in general ail- 
ing; principally for the want of those articles of clothing, appointments, 
and necessaries, which all soldiers require in order to keep them healthy.* 

To Col. Peacocke. Coimbra, dth Jan. 1810. 

I have been informed hy the Sec. of State to the government of Por- 
tugal that certain oflBcers in the garrison of Lisbon lately went in a 
masonic procession through the streets of the city, from the citadel to the 
British factory. I have no doubt but that tliis act was innocently cora- 
initted hy those concerned in it ; hut I have to inform you that the pro- 
cession, the insignia, and the existence of Free-masonry, are contrary to 
the law in Portugal ; and adverting to circumstances which have recently 
occurred at Lisbon, and to the reports in circulation of the causes of the 
confinement of different individuals hy the government, I should have 
believed it impossible that it was not dready known that these proceed- 
ings were illegal, if the persons concerned in them were not British 
officers, I am informed that this procession was most offensive to many 
persona in Lisbon, who are at least equally attached to the laws of the 
country as we are to those of our own ; and that nothing prevented the 
expression of the general indignation hy a riot, excepting the respect for 
the British character, and the hope entertained by the majority of the 
people that the violation of the law was to be attributed to ignorance of 
its provisions. 

I beg of you to communicate the contents of this letter to the Com- 
manding officers of regiments, and principal officers of the army at 
Lisbon, and that you will state to them my wish that the meeting of the 
masonic lodges in their corps, and the wearing of all masonic emblems, 
and all masonic processions, may be discontinued during the time they 
may he in Portugal, 


To Lieut. Col. Tonrens, Military Secietary. Coiiubio, 4tb Jan. 1810. 

I enclose a representation of Colin Campbell’s case, which he has sent 
me ; and I shall be obliged to you if you will lay it before the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

You are aware how much I am interested in his promotion ; and I shall 
he very much obliged to you if you will urge the Commander in Chief 
to promote him, either by brevet or otherwise, upon an early occasion. 

To the Earl of Liveipool, Coimbra, ‘ith Jan. 1810. 

In my progress through Portugal to this place I have had opportunities 
of seeing 15 regiments in the Portuguese service, and I have great plea- 
sure in informing your Lordship that the progress of all these troops in 
discipline is considerable ; that some of the regiments are in very good 
order ; and that I have no doubt hut that the whole will prove a useful 
acquisition to the country. The troops are in general unhealthy, owing 
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principally to the want of those articles of clothing and necessaries, with- 
out which all soldiers must suffer in the winter. But it is to be hoped 
that the early arrival of these articles from England will put a stop to 
this sickness. 

The pains taken by Marshal Beresford, and all the British ofScers 
serving under his command, to bring the Portuguese army to the state in 
which it now is, are highly deserving of His Majesty’s approbation. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Coimbra, 4th Jan. 1810. 

There has been no material alteration in the position either of the allied 
armies, or of the enemy, since I addressed you on the 28th of last montli. 
It appears that the enemy had left 10,000 men in La Mancha to observe 
the Spanish corps in the Sierra Morena; and that a great part of the 
enemy’s force in that part of Spain had moved to the northward by the 
road of Guadalaxara. 

Gen. Areyzaga had, by the last accounts, collected 24,000 infantry, the 
whole of them armed. I cannot ascertain the number of mounted cavalry. 
I understand that he had proposed to the government another movement 
into the plains of La Mancha to attack the French. 

The Duque del Parque’s army is in the Sierra de Gata, much reduced 
in numbers, and in great distress for want of provisions. 

To Bart. Frete, Esq. Coimbra, 6th Jan. ISIO. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from Col. Carroll, 
expressing the desire of the Duque del Parque that I should lend him the 
British cavalry to aid in another offensive operation against the enemy in 
Castille ; and expressing his Excellency’s intention to move his array to 
the frontiers of Galicia ; to which I have returned the answer of which I 
enclose the copy. 

I also think it proper to communicate to you the copy of a letter writ- 
ten by the Duque del Parque to the Junta of Estremadura on the 24th 
Dec., the day on which Col. Carroll informed me of his Excellency's 
intention to move towards Galicia, announcing to the Junta of Estrema- 

6. A. O. ColmbtR, Dth Jan. ISIO. 

1. As the profession of Frec-mosonry is contrary to the law of Portugal, the Commander 
of the Forces requests that tlie meetings of the lodges existing in the sevcrai corp^the use of 
masoiiio badges and emblems, and the appearances of tlie odicers and soldiers in mosonio 
processions may be discontinued, while the troops will be in this country. The Com- 
mander of tlie Forces is convinced, that the omceis and soldiers of the army will fee] 
the necessity of obeying the laws of the country which they are sent to protect, and 
that they will show their respect for the attachment of the people of Portugal to their 
own laws, by refraining from an amusement which, however innocent in itself, and al- 
lowed by the law of Great Britain, is a violation of the law of this country, and very dis- 
agreeable to the people. 

2. The officers of the army ore informed, that the government of Portugal have lately 
issued a decree, by which they have called upon oU persons having horses of a description 
6t for the Portuguese cavalry, to send tliem to certain dephts formed for their reception, 
without loss of time ; and as the government have been informed that some of the lioreo 
dealers and others have ofTcred their horsoa for sale to the officers of the British army, 
the Commander of the Forces wishes to warn the officers of the army, those persons who 
shall thus dispose of them will he guilty of a broach of the law of the country ; and that 
the purchasers of the horses of this description, aRer the date of the decree in question, will 
be liable to lose the horses Qiey shall have purchased. Horses fit for cavalry service ore 
16 hands. 
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dura that he had taken a position in the Sierra de Gata, with a view to 
protect the province of Estremadura against the incursions of the enemy. 

To Lieut, Col. CairoU, Coimbra, 6tb Jan. 1810. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 24th and 30th 
Dec, and 2d Jan., to which I should have replied sooner, if I had not ex- 
pected to have the pleasure of seeing you here ; but as I am concerned to 
observe from your letter of the 2d that you are indisposed, I now proceed 
to reply to the requests made by the Duque del Parque. 

It appears that his Excellency is desirous of undertaking another offen- 
sive operation against the enemy in Old Castille, for which purpose he 
requires the assistance of the British cavalry. I beg you to inform his 
Excellency that I remain at this moment of the same opinion which I had 
the honor of communicating to him through Brig. Gen. Cox on the 25th 
Sept, last, regarding the proposed offensive operations, which opinion 
recent events in Castille and La Mancha have only tended to confirm ; 
and that the British cavalry is only sufficient for the purposes of the Bri- 
tish army, and that I cannot allow it to be employed with any other body 
of troops. 

To Col. Don M. cle Alara. Coimbra, ce 6 JanTier, 1610. 

J’ai re^u seulement ce matin votre lettre du 29 Ddcembre. Je vons 
prie de dire au Duque de Alburquerque que je n’ai point d’armes dans ce 
pays'ci, mais qu’on en attend d’Angleterre & Cadiz tous les jours ; et que 
j’ai dcrit h M. Frare pour le prier d’en donner 6 mills k I'armde du 
Duque de Alburquerque, ce qui est arrangd. Je n’ai rien de nouveau ioL 

To Lieut. CoL Carroll. . Coimbra, 6th Jan. 1810. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2d inst. ; and as 
you are employed with the Spanish army under the command of the 
Duque del Parque, principally with a view to make the government, and 
His Majesty’s servants and officers employed in Spain and Portugal, ac- 
quainted with the operations of that army, I can but recommend to you 
to place yourself in such a situation upon all occasions, as that you may 
have the best opportunity of procuring information which will enable you 
to give those to whom you will report a correct idea of the transactions to 
which your reports relate. 

I am convinced that you will attribute this recommendation to my 
earnest desire that your reports may be of a nature to enable His Majesty’s 
government, and his servants and officers in the Peninsula, to found their 
measures upon them. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villieis. Coimbra, Sth Jan. 1810. 

I received in the night your severed letters of the Ist and 3d inst, 
and the Commissary Gen. has shown me your letter to him, requiring 
£300,000 for the Portuguese government. It is needless to tell you that 
we cannot give one dollar of the sum. It is very obvious to me that 
Great Britain has undertaken more than she can afford in this country. 

I will not pledge the British government to pay money for Portugal, 
which I am not certain that I shall be able to pay ; nor will I allow a 
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British Commissary to go into the market with a semblance of British 
credit, which is afterwards to be supported by Portuguese money. I have 
always said that we were going beyond our means in this country, and the 
truth is now discovered j and I must find out measures to bolster up the 
deficiency of money and of credit by the Portuguese government. I have 
written to England for money, which is the only resource. 

I have no objection to any gentleman dedicating to me his work ; but 
I cannot give my formal sanction to his doing so without reading and 
considering the work, and seeing whether it is of a nature to deserve that 
recommendation to the public. I have not leisure for tliis, and I therefore 
return the gentleman’s paper. 

The government wrote to me respecting the masonic procession ; and 
I enclose the copy of a letter to Col. Peaoocke, and of an order which I 
have issued upon that subject. I also enclose the copy of a letter which 
I have written upon it to Dom M. Forjaz. It is very irregular that he 
should write to me upon matters exclusively relating to the British troops. 
He ought to write to you upon tliese subjects. 

To the Karl of Liverpool. Coimbra, 6th Jan, 1810. 

Having observed a considerable diflference in the reports transmitted 
by Col. Carroll of recent events in Castillc, and those transmitted by others 
of the same events, I have the honor to enclose a correspondence which 1 
have had with that ofiBcer on the subject. 

Although I have no longer any control over the officers thus employed 
to report the operations of the Spanish armies, I trust that my interference 
in this affair will he approved of; as it must be of the first importance to 
His Majesty that the information furnished to liia government, and his 
servants and oflScers in tlie Peninsula, should be accurately correct. 

To Vice A dm, the Hnn. G, Berkeloy, Coimbra, Bill Jan. 1810, 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 4th inst., and I am 
much obliged to you for the measures you liave adopted respecting the 
boats for Abrantes, and the transport to be anchored in the Tagus. Villa 
Nova is the point in the river used in the communication with the great 
body of the army, and probably it would be most convenient that the 
transport should he anchored there. The officers and couriers, however, 
who go by land, do not pass by Villa Nova. 

The Commissary Gen. has already received my directions to make as 
much use as may be possible of the harbour of Pigueira for the communi- 
cation ; and he has in the service a certain number of schooners for that 
purpose. Doubts are entertained in this part of the country, whether the 
harbour of Figueira can he used even by these schooners throughout the 
winter; hut probably you liave better information upon it tlian we can 
have. From all that I know, however, of the state of this harbour, I 
should doubt whether it would he possible at this season of llie year to 
make use of it to remove the sick to Lisbon. 

To Vice Adm. file Hon. G. Berkeley. Coimbra, Bib Jan. 1810. 

I am very much obliged to you for your attention to our probable 
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wants, and I will apply to you when we shall require your assistance, I 
fear it is now too late in the season to make use of any of the harbours 
for our communications, excepting so far as we have already got a depdt 
at the mouth of the Mondego. * 

I fetu- that the couriers would lose much time by going to S. Martinho, 
which is at least 8 leagues from the road, and no post horses on the line- 
the whole between Leiria and Lisbon being only 20 leagues, with post 
horses conveniently stationed ; and there does not appear any prospect of 
our wanting to communicate with any of the posts on the coast. 

To Col. Murray, Q. M. G. Coimbra, 9th Jan. 1810. 

I have perused the letter which you have sent to me from Major Stur- 
geon, of the Staff corps, relative to the means of procuring information at 
Ceclavim ; and I beg that you will tell Major Sturgeon that I am willing 
to make the following arrangement for that purpose ; 

1st; To give 100 dollars a monA for all the information 

which he will give, so long as I shall find this information to be at all 
founded on fact, or useful. If he should accept this offer, he shall receive 
the money on the 1st of every monlh from the commanding officer at 
Almeida, as long as I shall continue to pay it. 

2dly ; If he should bring any information of an important nature upon 
which I can rely, and I should find it to be true, I shall reward him in 
proportion to the value of the information. 

3dly ; Besides the 100 dollars per mensem mentioned in the let article, 
4 dollars shall be paid for every letter, containing information, sent either 
to Lieut. Gen. Hill at Abrantes, or to Brig. Gen. Cox at Almeida. 

If should accede to these propositions, Major Sturgeon will 

let me know it, in order that I may give the necessary directions to Lieut. 
Gen. Hill to pay for the letters according to the 3d article. I should also 

wish to send his letters to Lieut Gen. Hill at Abrantes, as well 

as those for me at Almeida. 

P.S. Lieut Gen, HiU knows that he may expect letters from this per- 
son, and I have desired him to pay 4 dollars for each letter. 

To Manfial Beiesfocd. Coimbra, 9th Jan. 1810. 

I have the honor to enclose complaints which I have received of the 

conduct of Capt. , of the Lusitanian legion. If these complaints are 

well founded, Capt. is a very improper person to be employed as an 

officer in the Portuguese army; and if he has threatened or forced a 
British sentry on duty, in whatever character, I imagine that a General 
Court Martin will not deem him a fit person to be an officer in His 
Majesty’s service. 

I recommend to you, therefore, that, if you should see sufficient cause 
in the enclosed papers, you should advise the Eegency to dismiss him 
from the Portuguese service, that you should order him into arrest, and 
to report himself to Lieut. Gen. Hill at Abrantes, who will have my 
directions respecting the disposal of him. 
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Xo Lieut* Gen. Puyue. Coimbra^ 9th Jen. 1810* 

Circumstances may render it necessary that Lieut. Gen. Hill’s division 
of infantry, and other Portuguese troops, should move forward again to 
Portalegre : in which case, I should wish to have them joined and sup- 
ported by Brig. Gen. Slade’s brigade of cavalry, and I accordingly request 
that you will order this brigade to march, if you should receive a requi- 
sition to do so from Lieut. Gen. Hill. 

To Lieut Gen. Hill. Coimbra, 9th Jan. 1810. 

In case you should find that the enemy advance towards the Mesa de 
Ibor and Truxillo, and the Duque de Alburquerque should retire with 
the Spanish army under his command towards the Sierra Morena, I beg 
that you will move forward with the troops specified in the margin * to 
Portalegre. You will issue your own orders to the Portuguese corps, 
who have directions to obey you j and you will, when you require the 
British cavalry, send the enclosed letter to Lieut. Gen. Payne, atSantarem, 
who will give orders to Gen. Slade’s brigade of dragoons to follow you. 
The object of this movement will be to enable you to check the enemy’s 
plans upon the frontiers of Portugal. 

The enclosed reports of die frontier, from the Guadiana to the Tagus, 
will show you that these plans must be confined between Arronchcs and 
Campo Maior ; or, at all events, between Campo Maior and Portalegre, 
and Aat in tliis line he will have the fortresses of Badajoz, Elves, and 
Campo Maior, which is to be occupied on one flank, while you will be 
in his front. The fort of Marvad, in front of Portalegre, is also to be 
occupied. In case, however, that you should find that tlic enemy is in too 
great strength for you, you will retire by the road of Gafete, and GaviaS, 
to Abrantes. Having the magazine at Abrantes, you will be in no want 
of provisions. Portalegre is also a large town, well supplied with pro- 
visions and forage. 

The Lusitanian legion (2 battalions) and a brigade of Portuguese 
militia are at Gastello Branco, and in that neighbourhood ; and I beg that 
you will as soon os possible ascertain the mode in which the bridge at 
Villa Velha is taken care of; and if you should find it necessary to retire 
to Abrantes, you will take effectual measures to have that bridge taken 
up, and the boats either destroyed or removed below Abrantes. 

I shall hereafter take an opportunity of instructing you more fully re- 
garding several points requiring your attention. 

, To Lieut. Gen. Leite. Coimbra, 9th Jan. 1810. 

Marshal Beresford will write to you to request that you will make all 
the preparatory arrangements without loss of time for occupying the 
forts of Campo Maior, MarvaS, and Ouguela; and that you should place 
a garrison in each of those places, as soon as you shall receive intelligence 

. * Tlie 2d division of British infantry, Col. CaraphoirB brigade of PortugiicMO infantry 
from Xhomar, Brig. Fonseca's from Torres Novas, one brigade of Britisli artillery, 2 bri- 
gades of Portuguese artillery from Ghamusca, Gen. Blade’s brigade of British cavalry at 
oantarem, Gen. Seddon’s of Portugusso cavalry at Salvaterra, and Gen. Madden's, still 
at Lisbon. 
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that the enemy have possession of the Mesa de Ibor and Truxillo. Lieut. 
Gen. Hill, who commands the corps d’armde formed upon the Tagus, has 
directions to move with his corps to Fortalegre, as soon as he shall receive 
intelligence of the same event. 


To Bart. Frere, Esq.. Coimbra, 9th Jan. 1810. 

I have received your letter of the 3d inst., relative to the communica- 
tion which you had had with Don A. de Cornel respecting the orders 
which he had sent to the Duque del Parque regarding Lieut, de Farincourt. 

1 observe that you mention on the let Jan. to Don F. de Saavedra, that 
you had the preceding night received a letter from me (I conclude that of 
the 2'Ith Dec.), stating ‘ que le lieut. de Farincourt, apr&s avoir dtd 
ddtenu 6 semsines auz arr6ts, avait dtd renvoyd de Ciudad Rodrigo k 
Almeida, sous prdtexte que le Duque del Parque n’avait pas le pouvoir 
de le laisser passer.’ If you will refer to the Duque del Parque’s letter 
to Gen. Cox, enclosed in mine of the 27th Dec., you will see that the 
Duque del Parque not only had not the power, but that he had received 
orders nqt to allow any exchange to be made by that route. 

From what I have seen latterly of ’s mode of transacting 

public business, particularly from the letters which I sent yon on flie 6tii 
Jan., I am inclined to believe that the fidsehood which is manifest in this 

transaction is his. It is obvious, also, that had deceived 

his own colleague. 

71m A.O. to Mtgar lAndtay, Elecu. 9th Jan. 1810. 

I have the honor to acknowledge your note accompanying the hospital states of 
the 4th inst. The Commander of the Forces approves of the indulgence you 
have granted to Lieut. Evatt, 57th regt. ; but to enable the regulations on this head 
to be as closely followed as circumstances will allow, you are requested not to 
grant longer than one fortnight’s leave on similar occasions, leaving to the judg- 
ment of a Medical board at Lisbon whether _ a prolongation of that leave be 
necessary. In reference to your communication of the 30th ult. and annexed 
reports, 1 return herewith an order for the delivery into His Majesty’s ordnance 
store of the spare arms that appear, on the face of those reports, to be in the 
possession of the purveyors of Estremoz and Elvas hospitals. As there may be 
some mistake, I have to request you will look over the return. No. 2, of regiments 
that gave in to the purveyors' stores a greater proportion of arms than belonged 
to soldiers received into hospitals. I wish to be particular on this subject, as, in 
the event of the case so appearing, it will be necessary to make a specific report 
of the fact. 

1 send the routes you have requested for the recovered men of Estremoz and 
Villa Viposa stations ; it appears necessary that these 100 men should assemble 
at Elvas, to obtain the directed proportion of provisions, and from thence to pro- 
ceed by the route, on which the Q. M. Gen. and Commissary Gen, have made 
arrangements for their reception. His Excellency rather desires a report of men 
estbemed fit to move, previous to their being allowed to march : yon will there- 
fore in future at least average numbers in your report of recovered men, to 
enable Uie issue of routes. 


To Major Gen. J. Murray. Viseu, 18th Jan. 1810, 

Since I wrote last, I have had a further correspondence with Adm. 
Berkeley, respecting the claims of the navy and army to the salvage of 
British vessels, and to the prize of other property found at Oporto when 
that place was captured, and the employment of and , 
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and as the interests of so 'many are concerned in tlie measures to he 
adopted on the subject, I thought it proper to ask the opinion of Sir J. 
Sherbrooke before I answered the Admiral’s letter, or decided upon tJie 
subject to which it referred. For my part, I never entertained any doubt 
but that the claim of the navy employed in the blockade of tlie Douro 
was as good as that of the army, to any advantage resulting from tlie 
operations ; and having communicated to Sir J. Sherbrooke all tliat has 
passed upon this subject, he concurs with me in opinion, tliat it is not 
advisable, nor would it be proper, after all that has passed, to contest the 
right with the navy. I have accordingly written a letter, of which I 
enclose a copy to Adm. Berkeley, relative to that point, and the employ- 
ment of and , to which I wish to draw your attention. 

It is a most extraordinary circumstance that these gentlemen should 
have been employed in this case ; and that I should not have received one 
line from my brother Henry or Greenwood respecting their employment. 
But as it is, and as you approve of them, I certainly cannot consent to 
dismiss them and to employ the agents of tlic navy. As both parties, 
however, have the same object in view, it is reasonable, and will save ex- 
pense, tliat they should act in conjunction. 

To Vies Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Viaeu, I2tk Jan. ISIO. 

Since I wrote to you from Coimbra, I have had an opportunity of talk- 
ing with Gen. Sherbrooke respecting the state of the prize question at 
Oporto, and we are both agreed upon the following points : 

1. That whatever may be the nature of the right of the army, cither to 
salvage for the English vessels in the harbour at the time Oporto was 
taken, or to the prize of the remainder of the property, the right of the 


G. O. Vlmu.lSUi Jon. 1810. 

1. All oiEcers wiahing to go to any port of the oounfry by poit, must apply for a jiasn- 

S ort ; if at head quarters, to lbs Commander of tlie Forces ; if at any of the cantonments of 
le army, or at losboii, Elves, Sec, to the General ofliccr commanding the division, or to 
the commanding officer at Lisbon, Elvas, Sco. respectively; to whom blank passports will 
he transmitted for this purpose. 

2. When the commissary attached to any division detached from head quarters, wishes 
to tend a courier by post, ho is to apply to the commanding officor of the division for a 
passport, who will grant it if bo should concur in the expediency of sending the courier. The 
Commissary Gen. will apply for passports for the same purpose to the Commander of the 
Forces. 

3. Persons belonging to the English army will not he supplied with post horses at any of 
the post stages, unless they should produce tlicse poBsporte for post horses of tlie Com- 
mander of die Furoes. 

4. When soldiers arc sent to the general or any detachment hospital, their ammunition 
is to be delivered into store to tlie officer commanding the artillery, with tlie division in 
which the regiment is placed, with a letuni of tlie quantity so delivered in; which the 
officer commanding the artillery with the division is to direct the commissary of artillery 
to receive. The commanding officers of regiments ore to ndoxit means fur tlie jitescrvation 
of the ammunition of soldiers in regimental hospitals. 

^ 5. The Commander of the Forces desires that tiie shooting of bullocks may bo discon- 
tinued, ns being a great waste of ammunition. 

6. Tlie govomment of Portugal having cxiiressed tiicir desire to give tlie trnops a double 
allowance of wine on 3 days, as a demonstratiun of tlieir saidsfaeUan upon the return of 
the army to Portugsl, a double allowance fur cacii man is to be issued by the commissary 
on the ISth insb, being Her Majesty's birth da^, on the Slat Jan., and on flie astii Jan. 

7. The officers commanding regiments are informed, that they must not allow either 
officers or soldiers to absent tliemsuves ftom their regiments without leave from tlie Com- 
mander of the Forces. 
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navy is equal; and that it will not be proper for us to contest that right ; 
hut on the contrary, by a concurrence with you, to facilitate the decision 
on the claims of both. 

2. That as it appears that and have been employed to 

assert the claim of the army to salvage for the British vessels, and gene- 
rally to tlie prize at Oporto, although without the direct authority of 
myself, or of any body authorised by me to employ them, it will not be 
reasonable or fair to discharge them from such employment in order to 

give it to others. Therefore we propose that and shall 

continue to he employed as the agents for the ai-my, so long as they shall 
give satisfaction to Major Gen. Murray, to act in conjunction and co- 
operation with your agents for the general good of the captors. 

I hope that what I have above stated will be satisfactory to you, and I 
beg you to forward the enclosed letters to Gen. Murray, and to apprise 
him of the consideration which Gen. Sir J. Sherbrooke and I have given 
to this subject, and of our determination upon it. 

To Marshal Bereafoid. Viseo, 13th Jau. 1810. 

I take advantage of a courier for you from Lisbon to transmit you 
copies of two letters which I have written to Mr. Villiers, containing 
propositions for the supply of provisions for the Portuguese army in 
future j which, if they should be adopted, will, I hope, prevent all distress 
by the troops while they shall be within the Portuguese territory. 

I am anxious to receive from you the plan of the country between the 
Tagus and the Mondego. 

To Brig. Gen. Cox, Governor of Almeida. Viseu, 14th Jaii. 1810. 

As I am going round the cantonments occupied by the British army, I 
propose to take that opportunity of seeing you at Almeida, where I think 
I shall be on Wednesday or Thursday next. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will send to Capt. Ruman 
at Bejar, and let him know that I am going to Almeida, and that I shall 
be glad to see him there on Wednesday or Thursday, if possible. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Visou, 14th Jan. 1810. 

Since I wrote to you on the 9th, it occurs to me, that in case the rain 
should fall heavily, you may experience some diflBculty in moving, in the 
event for which your instructions provide ; and as the enemy will also 
experience the same diflBculty, probably even in a greater degree, I wish 
you to have constant information of the state of the roads from Abrantes 
towards Portalegre ; and if you should find them to be so had as to render 
your movement difficult, you will postpone it till the return of the dry 
weather shall have improved them again. 

In the movement of the cavalry it will be necessary to take care that 
they have stables, particularly if the weather should be bad, to which I 
beg you to advert. I believe there is stabling for a brigade at least, at 
Portalegre ; but if there should not be enough at that place, you must 
separate your cavalry till you shall want them, as it will not answer to 
keep the horses out of doors in the wet season. 
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To the Rt. Hon. Sir D. Dundas, K.B. Viseii, 14th Jan. 1810. 

I have the honor to enclose the list of officers entitled to receive medals, 
as being present in the battle of Talavera, according to the principles 
contained in your letter of the 20th Nov. 1809. 

I have included in tire list Lieut. Cols. Framingham and Robe of the 
Royal artillery, and Major Hartmann of the Royal Hanoverian artillery, 
for tlie reasons stated in the enclosed letter from those officers 5 and I 
have added, at the bottom of the list, the names of officers commanding 
corps in the battle of rank inferior to Lieut. Colonel, as I have reason to 
believe that hopes were entertained, in consequence of the Sec. of State’s 
letter, a copy of which I have the honor to enclose, that tins honorable 
distinction would be conferred upon all officers, of whatever rank, who 
had commanded corps upon that occasion. 

I have likewise the honor of enclosing letters which I have received 
upon this subject from Brig. Gen. Howorth, Col. Robe, and Major Hart- 
mann ; and from Major Gwynn, of the 45th regt. ; also from Brig. Gen. 
Howorth, with an enclosure from the Captains commanding brigades of 
artillery. 

P.S. 1 have also the honor to enclose a letter from Lieut. Gen. Sir 
J. C. Sherbrooke, stating the claim of Lord Aylmer, A. A. G. 

To the Rt Hon. J. Villiera, Viaou, 14th Jan. 1810. 

I have only tliis day received your letter of the 9tb inst. No ex- 
pression in any letter of mine ought to have, or enu have, the eifect of 
binding you in any manner ; and I only mean that what I write should 
bind myself. 

A proposition was made, that from the funds at the disposal of the Com- 
missary Gen. of the army, we should give £300,000 for the use of tlie 
Portuguese government, in addition to the monthly payments called ‘ Aids.’ 
1 call all the money that can be raised by bills on England at Lisbon, 
Cadiz, and Gibraltar, and all that is sent from England, funds at the dis- 
posal of the Commissary Gen. of tlie army ; and finding from experience 
of the past that the funds are not sufficient to answer the regular demands 
made upon them, and that those demands must increase, I cannot engage 
that the Commissary Gen. shall give one dollar of the additional and extra 
demand of £300,000 now made upon him. 1 cannot engage that this 
money shall be paid in Portugal in 2, or 3, or any number of months, 
because I do not believe that the funds at the disposal of the Commissary 
Gen. of the army will enable him to perform that engagement without 
distressing other services, which cannot hear delay in payment ; and as to 
its payment in England, I have nothing to say, and never had any thing 
to say, to that part of the question. 

What I object to is, engaging to pay the money in Portugal now or at 
any future time, and giving bills to be negotiated at Lisbon, Cadiz, or 
Gibraltar, either now, or at any future timej because both these modes of 
supplying the money must affect the funds at the disposal of the Commis- 
sary Gen. for the support of the British army. I might, however, have 
saved myself the trouble of writing, and you that of reading this letter, as 
I think it probable that the propositions made to you in my letters of the 
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9th and 12th* inst. will have settled the whole question ; but lest they 
should not, I send this letter. 

I wish I could convince you that every shilling that can he raised in 
any manner is raised and applied for the public service in the best manner 
in my power. If it be true that we raise every shilling that can be got 
for a bill or any thing else ; and if what we get is not sufficient for our 
ordinary demands, it must be obvious that we cannot promise to raise 
j£300,000 for the Portuguese government ; or, what is the same thing, to 
pay them <9300,000 in addition to the ordinary aids, without breaking our 
promise, or distressing other services. If we grant bills to be negotiated 
at a future period, we anticipate our funds ; as we throw into tlie market 
bills which will certainly be negotiated, and will as certainly keep out of 
the market others which would be granted by the Commissary Gen. in 
the usual course. 

I think that this discussion about money, that the distress which we 
have felt ever since I arrived here, and that the increasing demands upon 
the funds we have at our disposal, must tend to convince you that Great 
Britain has undertaken a larger concern in Portugal than she has the 
means of executing. 

I have no objection to communicate to you the return of the army, or to 
say, that in its present state it is not sufficient for the defence of Portugal ; 
but the troops are recovering their health daily, the reinforcements from 
England are expected, and if 1 can bring 30,000 effective British troops 
into the field, I will fight a good battle for the possession of Portugal, and 
see whether that country cannot be saved from the general wreck. I do 
not mean to say that more troops would not be desirable j but it must be 
obvious to you ; 1st, that the government could not give more; and if I 
thought 30,000 men sufficient, I should not have acted honestly by them 
if I had not told them what I thought the lowest number that could do the 
business ; 2dly ; that we could neither feed nor pay more consistently with 
the performance of our engagements, without an increase of our pecuniary 
means from England ; that is, an increase of coin sent out, which all my 
communicatioiiB forbid me to expect to receive. 

You have seen all the dispatches that I have ever written to England, 
and know, as well as I do, how far they have confirmed what I wrote on 
tlie 14th Nov. Circumstances have certainly altered materially since that 
letter was written; but the question for me is, have they altered in such 
a manner as to induce me to think that with 30,000 men, which I have 
reason to believe I shall have in the course of a few weeks (together with 
the Portuguese army, which, by the bye, is better than I ever wpected 
it would be, and wants only to be equipped as it ought), I shall not be 
able to save Portugal, or, at all events, to sell the country dearly ? ^ 

I think that if the Spanish armies had not been lost, and if the Spaniard 
had made good use of their time, very large reinforoemente indeed wouffi 
have been necessary to enable the French even to attack us. As it is, have we 


• The drafts of these letters are missing from the papers of the Duke 
and those of Her Majesty’s I.egation at Lisbon. 
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now no chance ? Ought we to withdraw from tlio Peninsula, and give up 
the whole (for when we withdraw we shall give up the whole) an easy 
prey to the conqueror? Will 10,000 men more, which will distress our 
means, supposing that Great Britain can afford to supply them, compen- 
sate for the loss of these Spanish armies, and put us in the situation in 
which my dispatch of the 14th Nov. supposed we ouglit and should stand ? 

T conceive that the honor and interests of the country require that wo 
should hold our ground here as long as possible ; and, please God, I will 
maintain it os long as I can ; and I will neither endeavor to shift from ray 
own shoulders on those of the ministers the responsibility for the failure, 
by calling for means which I know they cannot give, and which, perhaps, 
would not add materially to the facility of attaining our object ; nor will 
I give to the ministers, who are not strong, and who must feel tlie delicacy 
of their own situation, an excuse for withdrawing the army from a position 
which, in my opinion, the honor and interest of die country require they 
should maintain as long as possible. I think tJiat if the Portuguese do 
their duty, I shall have enough to maintain it j if they do not, nothing that 
Great Britain can afford can save the connti-y ; and if from diet cause I 
fail in saving it, and am obliged to go, I shall be able to carry away the 
British army. 

I am afraid that I can’t allow Cooke to remain with Mr. Caanmajor, 
unless he should resign his situation on the staff. 

To Vieo Adm. the Hoa. Q. narkcloy. Visoii, IStli Jan. IRIO. 

In a dispatch which I lately received from England, Lord Liverpool 
desires me to make him acquainted with the stale of the transports in 
Portugal j what number of men they will contain; and whether any 
additional number could bo got in Portugal in the event of the army 
leaving this country. It is probable that yon will have received direc- 
tions upon these subjects from the Admiralty, and will have reported 
upon them. 

Col. Murray received one return, signed by Mr. Fleetwood, of the 
number of transports, and of the number of men each could contain ; 
but since that return was sent, I believe that other transports have arrived, 
of which we have no account ; and it would he very desirable that Mr. 
Fleetwood diould let us know, from time to time, any alteration Uiat may 
occur in the number of transports, and their capacity for holding men, in 
order that I may be able to give answers upon these subjects, as well as 
for other reasons. I shall be much obliged to you to lot mo know whether 
you think that any vessels could be procured in Portugal, in the event of 
an embarkation of the army. My opinion is, that in the event of our 
being obliged to withdraw, government ought to endeavor to bring off 
as large a proportion of the Portuguese array as possible, which is be- 
coming so good as to be woi-ih the expense of removing them. They 
would be vary useful at all events in South America j and probably all the 
vessels which could he procured in Portugal ought to be applied to tireir 
use. At all events, it is desirable that we should have some general idea 
of what Ais country could do in the way of shipping, in tho event sup- 
posed of an evacuation eiAer forced or oAerwise, 
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To Maisbal Reiesford. Viseu, 15tU Jan. 1810. 

I conceive that it would he very desirable to call out that part of each 
regiment of militia which is armed, as soon as possible, placing at Al- 
meida, Elvas, and Abrantes, and Valenqa, those destined to be the garri- 
sons of those places respectively, and at some convenient place within 
their own district the other regiments. We shall call out the remainder 
of the men of each regiment of militia as soon as we shall get arms for 
them. Those regiments in the neighbourhood of Lisbon must continue 
to be employed in our works. I wish that you would write to the govern- 
ment upon this subject without loss of time. 

I see that the head of the Due d’ Abrantes’ corps passed Paris for Spain 
in the middle of December ; and as Portugal will be liable to attack as 
soon as they arrive_ in Spain, it would be the worst species of economy to 
delay to he so far prepared, as the militia can prepare us for the attack. 
I also beg you, without loss of time, to fix upon the troops with which we 
are to occupy the batteries on the Zezere ; and to order them to the neigh- 
bourhood of their several posts. Do you propose to occupy Alfaiates 
and Monsanto ? I see that those places are armed, and I should think it 
desirable to occupy with militia every place of that description, giving 
to each place a good commandant, if possible. I am going round the can- 
tonments of the British army. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Viseu, ISth Jan. 1810. 

I have omitted to mention to you that I have ordered to Santarem 
£10,000 a week from Lisbon, for the use of your corps, and of the cavalry. 
We calculate that the pay of the troops will take £15,000 a month, and 
the remainder of the sum, or £25,000 a month, will be for the Commis- 
sary General’s department. 

Let me know if there is any sjiare musket ammunition at Abrantes 
belonging to the Portuguese. There is plenty of gun and musket am- 
munition belonging to the army at Elvas. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Viseu, IStli Jan. 1810. 

The enemy have made no movement of importance since I addressed 
you on the 4th inst. I understand that they threaten an attack upon the 
kingdom of Valencia with their left; at the same time that the corps in 
La Mancha has been strengthened in some degree, as w^ll as that at 
Toledo, and at Talavera do la Reyna. They are employed in fortifying 
the Retiro at Madrid, and the ancient castle of Toledo. 

I conclude that the movement of the troops to the northward by 
Guadalaxara was made with a view to the intended attack upon Valencia; 
and that they will still further strengthen their corps in that quarter, 
when they shall have completed their works at Toledo and Madrid. The 
enemy’s troops in Old Castille continue to occupy the same positions 
upon the Tormes, and have not been strengthened. 

The Spanish armies remain nearly in the same situation as when I ad- 
dressed your Lordship on the 4th inst. The Duque del Parque has 
requested me to afford him the assistance of the British cavalry to com- 
mence an offensive operation upon the enemy in Old Castille, tlie object 
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of whioli wiiH to oimhlo him to oroHo Ujc uppnr Dnoro, iiiiil to remove tlie 
I'.orjw utiilt’r hin oummimd to the fnmliorB of (luKuiii. I have hiul no inti- 
luiition from tlic (roveniumnt of tlunr wIhIi Unit the Duquo del I’lirque 
xliouli) miiki' llii.'i inovi'ioont ; nod, at all I'VentH, I have duolineil to allow 
llio Hrilii'lt I'lividry to ro-oiK'nilo in it, for Uie mnne ri'iiaoim that I have 
uiitforioly oliji'fli'd to any partial ollViiaive o|K!ralion npon (lie eiioiny 
iiinro ihi’y had rtdh’tiU'd ihoir forees in the erntro of Spain; aw well as 
for oihovM. Am (ho lliiquis del Parque, however, has made jiriqianilions 
(o rroMfi the Doiiro at 'I’orro de Moiieorvo, within tliu Portiifraeso froutior, 
1 iinaj'ine (hat he will move his cnr])s in that direction, whatever may be 
the wiiiliea of the tvivenunent j and notwithstanding that in a letter which 
he wrote to the Junta of Badajoa on the same day that he dosirotl my 
assistance to move to Uie frontiers of Galicia, ho assured that body that he 
liad taken a position on (he frontiers of Eslremadura with a view to de- 
fend dial provinee. 

'I'he llritish army have arrived in their cantonments on the frontiers of 
Heint. NVe occupy (tuarda, J’lnliel, Olorico, and Viseo, with 3 divisions 
of infantry and a rc'rimcnt of cavalry; Gen. Hill’s division of infantry is 
at Ahranles, and (he remainder of (he British cavalry on the Tagus, he- 
twei'ii Ahriuiles ami S.iolurem. I have left them on (he Tagus, on account 
(if till' want of forage, and of sluhles in thw part of the country. 

1 liiive made (hi'i dihpofdtion of tie* army with a view to form of the 
whole llrili'*!) and Portuguese armies two jirincijad corp-s ; one for the 
defeiiee of the provinces south of the Tagus, wliich will consist of Gen. 
ililPs division of Hrltish infantry, i! hrigades of Porlogtiese infantry, one 
hrigadi! of llritish, and 2 hrigades of Portuguese cavalry, one hrigade of 
Hrili'ih, and 'i hrigades of Portuguese artillery | ami tlie other of Jl divi- 
sintm of Hrilinh itifaiilry, and all the Porlugue.se iiifautry not employed in 
gnrriwmn, and the llritish eavalry, and tlie llritish and I’ortugucse artillery. 

Tile Portuguese troops are cantoned in the rear of the British troops, 
with which they aro destined evenlimlly to act. The Lnsilanian legion, 
and some Portuguese militia, occupy Caslello Branco, and the mountams 
betwoou the Tagus and tlie Mimdego. 


To Ool. 'VViliwi.* Oiinrila, I7l)i .Inn. 1810. 

In case the enemy should enter Portugal by the route of Zav'/a la 
Mayor, I hog of you to attend to the following instructions. If the 
enemy slionUl he in such force as to oblige you to withdraw from Castollo 
Branco, you will do so gradually by the road of Sar/.edas, Sidiveira For- 
mosa, Cortiijada, and Cnrdigos, oecupying and maintainiug every defen- 
sible post as long as it may be in your power. Tcmi will send one of the 
battalions of militia on your right by Iho road of Perdigao, and another 
on your loft hy the Estrada Nova j niul you will give each of them tlie 
saTiio ilirnclioim, and endeavor to coninmnicato wHh eiudi on your retreat, 
observing always that tlie defence of tlio Estrada Nova is very important, 
■ as flm enemy, iiy that road, may out yon eif nt Cardigos. Before yon 
Castollo Branco, you will take measures to send away or destroy the 
magazines, &c. 

Q«n. Sir J. Wilson, K.C.U. and K.T.S. •, thwi in tlio I'lirtHgucso serrieo. 
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I beg you will communicate to Gen. Hill, commanding the troops in 
Abrantes, these instructions. You will also apply to him for provisions 
to support your troops in the mountains. You will apprise Gen. Hill if 
the enemy should move in strength by the Estrada Nova, in order that he 
may take measures to occupy the batteries of the Zezere, between Villa 
de Rey and Thomar. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Guards, 17th Jan. 1810. 

Col. Wilson will communicate to you the instructions which I have sent 
him by this opportunity, applicable to the movements of the enemy towards 
Bailos, and the possible invasion of Portugal by Gastello Branco, or by 
the Estrada Nova. In case they should make this movement, it will be 
necessary that you should take measures to occupy the bridge, or Barca 
over the Zezere, between Villa de Rey and Thomar; and you can do this 
only by ordering there, in case it should be necessary, one or both of the 
regiments of Campbell’s brigade of Portuguese infantry from Thomar. 
However, before the necessity for occupying this post will, I hope, occur, 
I shall put means in your power of occupying it, which will leave at your 
disposal this brigade of Campbell’s for the other objects of your instruc- 
tions of the 9th inst. 

P.S. If the enemy should enter by Castello Branco, you will of course 
have preparations made to destroy all the bridges on the Zezere, as soon 
as the troops in the mountains shall have passed, excepting that at Punhete, 
which you must keep for your own communications. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Viseu, 2M Jan. 1810. 

I have received your letter of the 13th inst, and I beg to assure you 
that I am at all times happy to be favored with your sentiments, or with 
any information which you think worthy of attention. 

Marshal Beresford has had some communication with the government 
respecting the future treatment of Senhor de Mello, and he appeared to 
be rather of opinion that it was expedient that he should be released from 
his arrest, provided the government would consent to publish all that had 
passed upon the subject. 

I am much concerned that you should imagine that measures are 
adopted for the supply of this army that occasion an useless expense which 
might be avoided. If ever there was an ofScer at the head of an army 
interested (personally I may say) in keeping down the expenses of the 
army, it is myself; for I am left wholly to my own resources, and am 
obliged to supply the wants of the allies, as well as of the British army, 
from what I can get ; and if I fail, God will, I hope, have mercy upon 
me, for nobody else will. But besides economy in tlie expenditure of 
money, I must be certain of efficiency in the supply of necessaries for the 
troops ; and it will not do for me to depend for what I want upon the 
navigation of the sea upon the coast of Portugal, during the winter, by 
victuallers and transports, or upon the passage of the bar of the Mondego 
by square rigged vessels, at a season when all the people of the country 
agree in stating that the bar can scarcely be passed by a schooner drawing 
little water. 

2 Y 
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When I landed there in the finest season of tlie year, in August, vessels 
drawing more than 8 feet water could not pass the bar, and that at high 
water at spring tides. In the winter season, tliere is more diffloulty in 
passing the bar ; and I conclude that vessels even of that draft of water 
I cannot now enter the Mondego. For diis reason I sanctioned the employ- 
ment of tlie schooners. If, however, you arc decidedly of opinion that they 
can enter the Mondego, I am sure nothing will give me greater satisfaction 
than to avail myself of your offer, to send these transports and victuallers ; 
and I desired the Commissary Gen. to instruct his Deputy at Lisbon to 
make application to you to send some of the stores required for tlie army 
in its present station, by transports or victuallers. 

I beg you to observe that I am held severely responsible for all failures, 
as well of supplies as of every thing else; and I have given the Commis- 
sary Gen. these directions in the confidence that your information respect- 
ing the Mondego is authentic, and that transports and victuallers can enter 
that river with greater facility in winter, tlian I know from experience 
they can in summer. 

I have also received your letter of the 15th, respecting Mr. Phillips. 
This gentleman has been employed by the Treasury to purchase corn in 
the Mediterranean for the array ; and I have received orders to take his 
com if it should be wanted, and he should be disposed to let us have it, at 
as cheap a rate as we can get it elsewhere, and not otherwise. Now, I do 
want Mr. Phillips’s com, and he is disposed to let me have it at as cheap 
a rate as I can get it elsewhere, and moreover to receive payment for it in 
the manner most convenient for the public interests. I have accordingly 
directed that agreements may be made for the purchase, and I have made 
arrangements for the disposal of tliis com, the disappointment of which 
will be inconvenient. Under tliese circumstances, you will probably tliink 
it proper to order that the embargo may be taken off the corn in question, 
and you will see that it is in Mr. Phillips’s power to settle for the freight 
in a manner that will be satisfactory to you. I know nothing of this 
transaction of Mr. Phillips’s excepting what I have above stated to you : 
but from circumstances which have come to my knowledge, I believe that 
he has been confidentially and extensively employed by government, on 
various occasions, in the same manner os at present. 

I have already troubled you at too much length, or 1 think I could account 
to your satisfaction for the offer of a quantity of wheat for sale in the maa-ket 
at Lisbon, which wheat Mr. Murray (and the government of Portugal, 
strange to say 1) had really declined to purchase, and for his drawing bills 
upon the produce of the expected sale of this wheat. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Viseii, 22d Jiui. 1810. 

I am much obliged to you for the information respecting the mules 
purchased at Tangier, and I have directed the Commissary Gen. to be 
prepared to receive them at Lisbon. 

To J. Murray, Esq., Commissary Gen. Viseii, 22d Jnu. 1810. 

I have the honor to enclose tlie extract of a letter which I received yes- 
terday from Gen. Payne, by which I have the mortification to learn that, 
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notwithstanding the sacrifices which I have made of the services of the 
cavalry, and the risks I incur in order to place them in a situation in which 
the horses might receive forage without difficulty, they have heen worse 
supplied in their present quarters than they have yet been. 

I observe, from the last returns which I have of the state of the stores, 
that there were in store at Abrantes, on the 1st Dec. last, 89,000 lbs. of 
hay ; at Santarem, 30,000 lbs. ; and at Villa Nova, 832,000 lbs. 

The country on the banks of the Tagus, from Santarem to Punhete, 
has always been considered the most plentiful for cavalry ; and the Por- 
tuguese government had always a large body of cavalry at Santarem, as 
well as at GolegaS. There has been no cavalry in that part of the country 
since the last harvest ; and it is not to be believed that the country should 
have been so exhausted by the passage of the British army only through 
Punhete, as that it could no longer supply the wants of the horses of the 
cavalry. But if that country was exhausted for straw, that of the left 
bank of the Tagus, and the market of Lisbon, were not; and the stores 
at Lisbon contained, on the Ist Dec., 611,000 lbs. of hay. I should 
imagine that forage for the horses of the cavalry might have been pro- 
cured by water carriage from any, or from some, of these quarters, by any 
arrangement, as well as from Abrantes, Santarem, or Villa Nova. 

You were informed, on the , by the Q. M. G., of the proposed dis- 

tribution of the British cavalry; and you were a party to many conversa- 
tions I had at Badajoz, about that time, with the Q. M. G., relative to the 
necessity of placing the British cavalry in cantonments on the Tagus, 
with a view to the supply of forage, hay particularly, for the horses. I 
beg to know what orders you gave, and what arrangements you made, and 
on what dates, and to whom, to insure the accomplishment of these objects, 
or any supplies for the cavalry in their quarters. 

I also desire to know who gave Mr. leave to go to Lisbon. He 

was informed by me on the 29th Dec., if he had not received information 
before, of the distribution of the cav^ry, and of their want of hay par- 
ticularly ; and he ought to have made arrangements for their supply before 
he quitted his station, even if he had leave to do so. 

I make these inquiries, because the bad condition of the horses of the 
British cavalry is a serious evil at the present moment, which may lead 
to the most important and unfortunate consequences ; and 1 am deter- 
mined that the government shall know how the public are served ; and 
all the moat important arrangements and objects are disappointed by the 
inefficiency or neglect of the officers of the Commissariat. 

The A.G. to Col. Peacoch, Lisbon. 

In reply to vour letter of the ISth inst., which I have had the honor to receive 
and submit, it has so far met his Exceliency's approbation, together with the 
extraet of transactions, 30th Oct date, relative to Belem station. • , , , 

You ai'B autliorised to permit the arms, accoutrements, &e. of the siek to be 
kept in dep6t store, instead of being placed in charge of the purveyor ; but this 
departure from general rule is alone to be considered an exception relating to 
Lisbon hospital, arising from the probability of constant variation in tim establish- 
ment, and the great relief, under such circumstances, which an affixed depot 

may ailbrd. . , , a .. i . 

It is the Commander of the Forces’ desire, that you arrange j'our detachments 

2 T 2 
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ill confotniity to the hrigndliifl: of regiments in the army, which you can now 
easily execute by the return of the army fonvarcled to you from Coimbra. 

To Miarabal Beresfortl. Viscu, 23d .Tun. 1810. 

I returned yesterday from my tour of the quarters of tlie army. 

While at Guavda, I received intimation of the enemy’s movements in 
Old Caatille towards the frontiers of Estremadurn ; and I judged it de- 
sirable to give instructions to Col. Wilson respecting the measures to be 
adopted by him for the defence of tlie country between Belmonte and the 
Tagus, and for his retreat. I enclose the copy of his answer, from which 
I find ftat he has only 150 men, in 2 battalions of die Lusitanian legion, and 
no militia; although I conceited that the former were at least as strong 
as they are stated to be in the last return which I have of the Portuguese 
army, and that the latter were a good brigade of 3 battalions. 

We ought to have in tliose mountains at least 5000 men, with a brigade 
of artillery, of which 1100 or 1800 regular infantry, 200 or 300 cavalry, 
and the rest militia ; and I wish you would make arrangements as soon os 
possible for tliat purpose. With that number we shall do there pretty 
well, particularly as I find that tlie Estrada Nova has batteries upon it, 
and that the use of it can be successfully impeded by breaking it up. I 
propose to have it broken up forthwith, as it can never be of any use to 
the country or to us, and may be very useful to tho enemy. Besides this 
force in the mountains, I concoive that we ought to allot 2 regiments of 
infantry, and 3000 militia, and 200 or 300 cavalry, for tho defence of the 
Zezere. With this force, that lino, and tlie communication between Hill’s 
corps and the army, would be tolerably secui'o. 

The corps for the defence of the Zezere might bo stationed at Thomar 
for the present ; and I shall hereafter give tho officer whom you will fix 
upon for the command of it detailed instructions for his guidance. Till 
you shall have fixed upon tlio troops to occupy this line, I have desired 
Hill, in case he should find that the enemy make a movement towards 
Gastello Branco or the mountains, not to move Campbell’s brigade from 
Thomar, even though he should be induced, under his instructions, to 
move into Alentejo. 

I am sorry to tell you tliat I think you will bo disappointed in your 
expectations from the garrison of Almeida. The 8th re^. have neither 
arms, accoutrements, clothing, discipline, nor numbers; tlie other two 
are not clothed and armed as they ought to be, their numbers are incom- 
plete, and their discipline and appearance by no means equal to the others 
of the army that I have seen. It is evident to me that the 8th regt. will 
he of no use to Cox, or any body else, during tliis campaign ; and it is 
also, clear that he must have one good regiment with his militia. Pro- 


Cf. A. O. Visou, 23d .Tan. 1810. 

The Comimmder of the Forces desires tliat the Brigade Major, of Major Gen. Lighf- 
Dow’s brigade, will send to the A. A. 6. of tlie 4tli ilirisiou a return, stating tho dates 
and numbers of the sovctid 6. 0. rooeivod hy that brigades which the A. A. G. will 
reeved’ *** ^ ’"'hioh they may not already have 

The (^mander of the Forces desires the attention of Major Gen. Lightburno to nil 
these orders. 
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baMy the best plan would be to move the 8tb regt. somewhere to the 
rear. It would also be necessary to move one ol che other regiments from 
Almeida to make room for the militia, as Cox’s garrison is already so full 
that he has not room for his troops. At the same time the regiment to be 
moved will be badly off for clothing, as Cox says that neither the 12th 
nor the 24th can be clothed for 2 months by any exertion he can make. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me know how the 
camp kettles of your troops are to be carried in the field, and how tliey 
are now equipped for this purpose ; likewise in what manner they are to 
be supplied with ammunition, and how carried. 

I also wish to know how the brigades with Hill eire to be fed, if he 
should draw them out of their quarters. Have they Commissaries at- 
tached to them ? Are these Commissaries supplied with money, or direc- 
tions where to get provisions, or must we supply them from our magazines ? 

Probably the best mode of providing for the defence of the Zezere, till 
we shall finally arrange every thing, would be to consider the 5 regiments 
of ca^adores under Le Cor as applicable to that service, and to let Hill 
still have Campbell’s brigade. 'When you can give 2 regiments for this 
service, we may take the ca^adores for this corps of the army. 

P.S. When shall you be back, and fix yourself in your quarters ? Since 
writing the above, Gen. Bacellor has been here, and has informed me of 
his intention to move the militia to Almeida immediately. I have le- 
commended him to halt them till further orders from you, as it is impos- 
sible for the place to hold them and the regiments of the line also ; and 
you must determine what you will do about them after reading the account 
which this letter contains of their state. 

To Major Gen. J. Muiray. Viseu, 23d Jan. 1810. 

Since 1 wrote to you on the 12th inst., I have received a letter from 
Adm. Berkeley, which renders it desirable that I should trouble you again 
in respect to our claims, on account of the operations at Oporto. It is 
the determined intention of Sir J. Sherbrooke and myself to forego all 
opposition to the claims of the navy to a share of the advantage resulting 
from those operations, and it follows therefore that the King's proctor 
must be employed for the navy and army conjointly. 

We conceive, however, that although and ■ have been 

employed without any direct authority from me, or any person authorised 
by me, they have acted for the best, and deserve remuneration. We 
therefore mean that they should be the agents for the army, and that 
they should have that remuneration which will belong to tliem in that 
character. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Visen, 23d Jon. 1810. 

I have consulted Sir J. Sherbrooke on the contents of your letter of 

the 15th, respecting the employment of and on the part 

of the army in their claim for salvage of the British vessels found at 
Oporto. 

I am perfectly aware of what you state, that Mr. Bishop must be the 
proctor for both army and navy in their claims, either for salvage or prize, 
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on account of their operations at Oporto j and accordingly you will observe 
that in my letter to Major Gen. Murray, of the 12th inst., and to you of 

the same date, I mention and only as agents for the army ; 

and Mr. Bishop, being the King’s proctor, who must act as such for both ; 
and Mr. Cooke being the agent for you. Mr. Greenwood is not the agent 
for the army. However, to obviate all difiSculties, I enclose another 
letter for Gen. Murray, of which I request your perusal. 

To Col. Don M. do Alova. Vison, oo 23 Janvier, 1810. 

J’ai requ vos lettres du 10, 12, et 13, pour lesquelles je vous suis trfis 
ohligd. J’en aurais eu la rdception plutdtsi je n’avais pas dtd sur la fron- 
tifere. Je ne sais pas ce qu’on va faire dans La Mancha; mais je ne crois 
pas qu’on edt rassembld un si grand corps si on n’avait pas quelque des- 
sein, et si on n’attendait pas lea renforts tout de suite. 

Je vous envois une lettre de la Payno ; je voue prie de recommander 
son fils au Duque de Alburquerque. Dites lui, en mfime terns, que j’ai 
rdpondu a la Payno que je pensais que de recommander un olBcier a un 
gdndral, pour 6tre son aide de camp, dtait presque la mfime chose que de 
recommander une demoiselle k un homme pour fitre son dpouse. 

Je suis content que le Marquis de la Komana a quittfi la Junta. Elle 
ne pent pas durer. 

To Bait. Prere, Eiq. Viseii, 23d Jon. 1810. 

I received, on tlie day before yesterday, your letters of the 5th, 7th, 
9th, 10th, and 14th Jan,, for which I am vei-y much obliged to you, I 
had been on a tour on the frontier, which is the cause of my not having 
received them sooner. 

If Gen, La Buena should come here, I shall receive him with polilo- 
ness, and hear what he has to say, and then refer him to you for his 
answer. If you and the Spanish ministers had agreed that it was desirable 
to send an officer to me, to confer upon a general plan of operations, I 
should have entered upon such a conference; but os it is, I conceive that 
I am precluded by the King’s commands from having any communication 
with him, excepting to hear what he has to say to me, in the same manner 
as I should be obliged to receive and read any letter which tlie Spanish 
ministers might write to me. 

The enemy have collected their troops in Old Castille, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Alverca, not far from Miranda del Castaiiar. They have 
some troops in Bejar; and I conceive that they have made this movement 
upon hearing of our arrival upon the frontier. I have not received any 
positive intelligenco of the arrival of reinforcements ; but I should think 
that some of them must have entered Spain, otherwise the enemy would 
not have ventured to collect so large a corps as it appears they have col- 
lected in La Mancha. 

P.S. I request you to let Col. Boche know where we are. I have just 
received the report, of which 1 enclose a copy. This may be a part of 
the reinforcements expected from France. However, the Spaniards take 
such bad care of their posts, and have so little intelligence, that it is 
difficult to say by what troops this blow has been struck. 
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To Col. Peacooke. Viseu, 24tli Jan. 1810. 

I have reason to believe that certain regiments, intended to reinforce 
this army, as vrell as recruits for several of the regiments already com- 
posing it, will shortly arrive at Lisbon j and I beg that you will convey 
to the olEcers commanding these regiments and detachments of recruits, 
respectively, the following orders for their guidance : 

If they should be under the command of a General officer, you will 
give him this letter, which he will consider in the same light as if ad- 
dressed to himself. 

The baggage of these several regiments is to be left in one of the 
transports which have brought out the regiments, to be fixed upon by the 
A.Q.M.G. at Lisbon, in concert with the Agent of transports. One non- 
commissioned officer, or steady man, belonging to each regiment, must be 
left in this transport in charge of this baggage j and he must have a list 
of the packages or cases left in his charge. 

The regiments are to be landed imm^ately, and to be quartered in the 
most convenient manner in convents, barracks, or otherwise, in Lisbon 
or Belem ; and the officers commanding regiments are, without loss of 
time, to direct the officers under their command to equip their companies 
and themselves for the carriage of their camp kettles, and the baggage of 
the officers. You will take care to give the Commanding officers of the 
regiments copies of the general orders upon these several subjects. 

If the Paymasters of regiments should not have received in England 
the b&t and forage, and if they should require money to make the neces- 
sary advances to the officers to purchase the mules, &c., which they will 
require, you will desire Mr. Hunter to make such advances on account as 
may appear to be necessary. 

The Commanding officera of regiments will make the necessary requi- 
sition upon the Dep. Commissary Gen. at Lisbon for the mules to carry 
the intrenching tools, to be under the charge of the quarter master ; and 
upon Uie A.Q.M.G. for canteens, haversacks, bill hooks, &c., in the usual 
proportion and force j blanket for each man, according to the G.O. of the 
30th Oct. 1809. 

The recruits for each regiment, under charge of the officers of the 
regiment who will probably have been sent out with them, are to remain 
at Lisbon till reports shall have been sent to, and orders received from, 
head quarters for their march. In the mean time they are to be equipped 
with canteens, haversacks, bill hooks, blankets, &c., and be prepared to 
march at short notice. 


G. A. O. Viseu, zsili Jan. 1810. 

3. As the distance which the army is from Lisbon, makes it impossible to procure money 
in time to discharge the amount of the estimates in advance as required by the regulations, 
and as the consequence of the discharge of the balances due to the soldiers on the 21th of 
each moiitli, for the month then ending, would he, that for a mouth the officers command- 
ing companies would hare no money in hand to supply those necessaries which the soldiers 
shonld require; 

The Commander of the Forces desires that in future tlie accounts of the soldiers are to 
be settled on the 24th of every month, according to the regulations of the service, and the 
balances struck, but the balance is not to be paid to the soldiers till the 21th of the follow- 
ing mouth ; that is to say, the balance due to the soldiers on the 21th Jan. not till the 21th 
Feb., and thus in succession from month to month. 

An alteration in conformity to this order must be made in the certificate of payment at 
tiic bottom of tlic monthly return of regiments. 
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The Dep. Commissary Gen. must be required to supply carts for the 
conveyance of their camp kettles till they shall join their regiments to 
’ which they respectively belong, when the carts will be dismissed, and 
their camp kettles will be carried in the usual manner. 

The baggage brought out with these recruits is to be placed in the 
stores of the regimental baggage of their respective corps. 

If any horses should arrive for the regiments already in Spain and Por- 
tugal, they are to be placed in charge of idle oiBcers and men who have 
come out with them, of the dragoons belonging to the several regiments 
who are already at Lisbon, and of the officers and men of the 23d liglit 
dragoons, till the orders of the officers commanding the cavalry for their 
furSier disposal shall have been received. The baggage brought out witli 
these horses is to be placed in store with the regimental baggage of the 
regiments for which the horses are destined. 

If a regiment of dragoons should arrive, it must be disembarked and 
placed in the barracks at Belem or Lisbon, leaving its baggage in one of 
the transports, according to the orders above given for the disposal of the 
baggage of regiments of infantry ; and this regiment of dragoons must bo 
equipped, according to the general orders on this subject, and prepared 
to move. 

Orders will be sent from head quarters for the movement of all these 
troops, when reports shall be received that they are equipped and ready 
to move. 

To Vico Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Viseu, 2<tth Jun. 1810.> 

In view to the possible necessity of evacuating Portugal, I have for 
some time considered it desirable that the baggage of the army should be 
embarked in the transports which the government had sent to the Tagus 
for their reception ; and it has occurred to me that the moment at which 
this measure can be adopted, without being misunderstood by the public, 
and without creating alarm, is that at which the reinforcements for the 
army shall have arrived from England. 

I have accordingly desired the Q.M.G. to give directions that tlie bag- 
gage of the several regiments may he embarked as soon as the reinforce- 
ments shall arrive ; and, in order that the baggage may be put in the 
ships in which the regiments would be placed, in case they were to be 
embarked in reference to their strength, the number of officers, &c., I 
have desired the Q.M.6. to make out a list of the ships in which it is de- 
sirable that the baggage of tlie regiments should now he placed. 

I have the honor to enclose the arrangement, framed by the Q.M.G. 
from the list of transports which you transmitted to him ; and I shall be 
obliged to you if you will give directions to the Agent of transports to 
carry the proposed measure into execution, as therein proposed, in concert 
with the A. Q.M.G. at Lisbon. 

I have also to inform you that, with the same views, I have directed 
that the baggage belonging to the regiments expected from England 
should be left in one of the ships which have brought each from England, 
under an arrangement to be made by tlie A.Q.M.G. at Lisbon, and the 
Agent of transports, which I request you to sanction. 

I shall be mneb obliged to you if you will give directions that one man 
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may be victualled in each of the ships which will receive the baggage, in 
order that it may be properly taken care of. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Visau, 24tli Jan. 1810. 

I have received your letters of the 20th. Gen. Leite, who writes to 
you, is the commanding officer of Elvas, and Col. Brito de Mozinho is 
employed by the Portuguese government at Badajoz to collect and trans- 
mit intelligence to them. They are both persons deserving of credit, and 
as far as their means of acquiring intelligence go, they may be depended 
upon. I desired them to wi’ite to you, as well as Col. Alava and the 
Duque de Alburquerque, and the Superintendent of the Post office at 
Badajoz, who has very frequently early intelligence of the enemy’s 
movements. Besides these persons, I should recommend to you to send 
to reside in some of the towns on the frontier some intelligent officer, 
with directions to correspond with the magistrates of the towns in ad- 
vance; to communicate to you the intelligence which he shall receive, 
and to cpme off to you himself, if he should find that the enemy cross the 
Tagus, or penetrate through the hills to Truxillo. 

I do not doubt that the Duque de Alburquerque has made the disposi- 
tion of his force, which is stated in Brito’s paper of the 18th Oct, which 
I return to you ; so that you see that the Spaniards do not propose to 
defend the Mesa de Ibor, and that their troops in Estremadura will retire 
to Badajoz if the French should advance in that quarter. 

The Portuguese corps ought to have a Commissariat attached to them, 
and I believe each brigade has a Commissary ; but I believe they have no 
magazines, and no money to purchase supplies in the country. 1 have no 
doubt, therefore, that you will be obliged to assist them with provisions 
from the magazines at Abrantes, &c, ; and I enclose you a paper, contain- 
ing an arrangement under which these supplies are to be given to them, 
supposing that you should think it proper to give them. 

In respect to the bridges of Villa Velha, Abrantes, and Punhete, there 
is a Bridge master at Abrantes who has charge of them all ; and if you 
will speak to him, he will adopt measures to have them put and kept in 
complete repair ; and if he should say that he cannot do so for want of 
money, you will advance him some for this purpose, letting me know tlie 
amount. I beg you to write to Col. Wilson to desire him to post a guard 
at Villa Velha, over the bridge there, and to send an officer there yourself 
to ascertain the means of preserving it on the one hand, or of destroying 
and removing the boats on the other. 

The officers of the Staff corps are already employed in Very important 
duties, from which they cannot be diverted without great public incon- 
venience. I recommend tbat you should have a person whom you can 
trust at Montalvao, on the bank of the little river Sever, particularly if 
you should receive intelligence that the enemy have passed the Mesa de 
Ibor ; as I think it not improbable that they might endeavor to push a 
pai-ty of cavalry along the Tagus, and across the Sever, however difficult 
the passage, in order to surprise the guard at Villa Velha, and seize the 
bridge, of which it is of the utmost importance to them to deprive us, 
and to possess themselves. If you shotild employ an officer upon this or 
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any other sei-vioe out of the line of his duty, you will pny him, while so 
employed, 3 dollars per diem. 

Since I wrote to you from Guai'da, I have heard of no further move- 
ments of the enemy in Castille, and I am pretty certain that they have 
their hands too full at present to be able to molest us. I find, however, 
that the 3 regiments of militia, whidi I thought wore at Gastello Branco, 
are not embodied (but one ordered out), and that the Lusitaniau legion is 
much less efficient than I supposed it was ; and upon the whole this part 
of the frontier is but very ill protected, and its dofonco hut very ill pro- 
vided for. It will soon he better, however. In the moan time, this state 
of tilings renders necessary an alteration in your instructions ; and accord- 
ingly I beg that if you find that Col. Wilson cannot maintain himself in 
the passes of the mountains, on account of the insufficiency of his force to 
defend them, you will not advance from Ahrantes, even though the enemy 
should enter Estremadura ; and if you should have advanced, and you 
diould afterwards find that Col. Wilson cannot maintain himself in the 
passes of the mountains, you will retire upon Ahrantes, in the same man- 
ner as you are dii’ected to do in your instructions of ilie 9th, in cose you 
should think the enemy in Estremadura too strong for you. 

I do not recollect that there is any magazine of ours now at Portalegre, 
and certainly there ought to be none j but if there diould he one, you will 
give orders that it may either he removed to Ahrantes or MavvaO, or be 
destroyed, if, when the time comes, you should dotormino either not to 
advance to Portalegre, or to retire from tlicnce after having advanced. It 
is of the utmost importance tliat no magazine of ours should fall into the 
hands of the enemy, and indeed that all the provisions in tho country 
should, if possible, be removed out of their roach. 

I believe I have now answered all die points in your several letters ; 
and although this is written in a private form, you will consider it in every 
respect as on official instruction and authority. 

To dieEn'l of Liverpool. Visen, Sllb Jiui. IRIO. 

I am not yet enabled to answer that part of your letter of the 15th Dec. 
which relates to die transports in die Tagus, as I have not yet received 
from the Admiral the information which I must have to enable me to 
answer your questions. I rather believe, however, that the transports now 
in the Tagus will not hold more than 22,000 men ; and if the army should 
embark, the remainder would be to bo received by the men of war ; die 
number of which last in the Tagus will, I conclude, be vastly increased 
whenever the moment conies at which we may he forced to evacuate 
Portugal. 

T also wish to draw your attention, and that of die government, to the 
possibility that a large proportion of the Portuguese army might be 
induced to evacuate the country with the British army. The Lusitaniau 
legion were originally enlisted on the principle of serving in all parts of 
the world; but they have since been filled up by men token in the usual 
manner by requisition. The subject is one of that delicate nature, that it 
is impossible to ascertain the sentiments of die soldiers in general on the 
subject of emharkatiou, so as to form any estimate of the numbers that 
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would be likely to embark iu the case supposed. I understand, however 
that in a late instance of the march of a brigade towards the coast, it was 
reported that the regiments composing it were about to embark, and no 
apprehension or disapprobation was expressed by the soldiers ; and it is 
generally believed by the English officers in the army, that if nothing 
occurs to shake the confidence in us as a military people, the majority of 
the officers and soldiers of the army will evacuate the country with us if 
we should be fairly obliged to evacuate it. 

I wish government to turn their attention to this subject j and if they 
should determine to carry them oflF, to be prepared to a certain degree to 
carry that determination into execution. They are certainly now in a 
state to be highly useful any where ; and will not be useless to the enemy 
if left in Portugal. He will soon find French officers to officer them com- 
pletely; and the discipline we have given them may yet be turned against 
us. I also conclude that if the contest should be at an end in the Penin- 
sula, government will not allow the colonies to pass into the hands of the 
French. These troops, if of no use elsewhere, will be of the greatest 
service on the continent of South America, for the general cause, as well 
as for the service of their own Prince. 

I cannot tell you what effect the King’s recent kindness, as communi- 
cated to me in your dispatch of the 15th Deo., has had on the Portuguese 
government, because Mr. Villiers not having received any instructions on 
the subject from the Sec. of State for Foreign affairs, no communication 
has yet been made to the Portuguese government ; and thus one month 
has been lost. Indeed we have received no intelligence from England of 
any kind since the 20th of last month. 

It would be very desirable if the packets were dispatched regularly 
from Falmouth, even though it should not be convenient to the ministers 
to write. The newspapers at times contain intelligence which it is de- 
sirable we should have; and as I before informed your Lordship, the 
regularity of die dispatch of die packets to and from England would con- 
tribute essentially to facilitate the raising of money by bills. This, our 
only resource, is become most important. The credit of the British 
government has been stretched to the utmost ; and notwithstanding that 
we have paid large sums on that account, many debts still remain due on 
account of Sir J. Moore’s army. 

The people of Portugal and Spain are tired out by requisitions not paid 
for, of the British, Spanish, Portuguese, and French armies ; and nothing 
can now be procured without ready money. I hope, therefore, not only 
that every facility will be given to our getting money by bills upon 
England, but that some money will be sent out according to the requests 
for it which I have made to your Lordship. 

It would also be very desirable if an early answer was sent to the requi- 
sitions sent home for supplies, whether for the British or the Portuguese 
armies ; stating only whether they would be complied with in the whole, 
or to what extent, and in what probable period. This is desirable, par- 
ticularly in the case of the recent requisitions of arms for the militia of 
Portugal. If we cannot have them, we should know it, in order that we 
may make other arrangements, and employ in another manner the men 
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who will not ba armed ; and narrow our systom in proportion to the de- 
ficiency of our means in thne. Corresponding communications ought 
upon every occasion to he made to the Ambassadors at Seville and Lisbon j 
for your Lordship knows, that, widi my instructions, I can have no com- 
munication with the Spanish or Portuguese ministers, excepting through 
the medium of His Majesty's ministers at those courts respectively, 
unless upon subjects purely Portuguese, with tlie Portuguese govern- 
ment, 1 also wish the Treasury to send me an early answer respecting 
a reference made to them many months ago regarding the mode of carry- 
ing die camp kettles of the army. The subject is trifling in compa- 
rison with others, but still it is of importance, and affects in many 
instances the efficiency of a most important branch of the equipment of 
the soldiers. 

1 am concerned to tell you, that, notwithstanding the pains taken by the 
General and other officers of the army, the conduct of die soldiers is infa- 
mous. They behave well generally when with dieir regiments, and under 
the inspection of their officers, and the General officers of the army ; but 
when detached, and coming up from hospitals, although invariably under the 
command of an officer, and always well fed and taken care of, and received 
as children of the family by the housekeeper in Portugal, they commit 
every description of outrage. They have never brouglit up a convoy of 
money that they have not robbed die chest; nor of shoes, or any other 
article that could be of use to them, or could produce money, tiuit they 
do not steal something. I have never halted the army for 2 days that I 
have not been obliged to assemble a General Court Martial ; and a General 
Court Martial was assembled during the whole time the army was at 
Badajoz. At this moment there are 3 General Courts Martial sitting 
in Portugal for the trial of soldiers guilty of wanton murders, (no less tiian 
4 people have been killed by them since we returned to Portugal,) rob- 
beries, thefts, robbing convoys under tlieir chai’ge, &o., &o. I assure you 
that the military law is not sufficiently strong to keep them in order ; and 
the people of this country have almost universally such an affection for the 
British nation, that they are unwilling to prosecute those unwortiiy soldiers 
in cold blood for die injuries they have received from Uiem, at the distance 
of time which must elapse before the soldier can be brought to trial ; 
although ready enough to complain and prosecute when smarting under 
the injury. Then the truth can never be got from diemsclves. Perjury 
is as common as robbery and murder ; and the consequence of swearing 
them to tell truth before a regimental Court Martial is, that they inva- 
riably commit perjury when examined before a General Court Martial, 
where formerly the sanction of an oath was seldom given to falsehood. 
But upon die whole of this important subject, I refer you to my letter to 
Lord Castleresgh of the nth Juno last, 

I certainly think the army are improved. They are a better army than 
they were some months ago. But still these terrible, continued outrages 
give me reason to apprehend tiiat, notwithstanding all the precautions i 
Imve taken, and shall take, they will slip through my fingers, as diey did 
through Sir J, Moore’s, when I shall he involved in any nice operation 
with a powerful enemy in ray front. 



PORTUGAI.. 


701 


Tu the Eerl of Liverpool. Viscu, S-lih Jon. 1810. 

The enemy have continued to augment their corps in La Mancha, 
having assembled there, according to the last accounts which I have 
received, the whole of the corps of Soult, Mortier, Victor, and Sehastiani; 
and the reserve, which usually attends the King’s person, who has likewise 
himself gone into that province. They had left only a small detachment 
of Soult’s corps at Talavera de la Reyna, and the neighbourhood } and one 
from Mortier’s, at Toledo ; and the left of their army, which had been at 
Cuen 9 a, and even at Teruel, in Valencia, had returned into La Mancha by 
El Bonillo. Gen. Echavarri had made good his retreat from Cuenca 
to Hellin. With this army, well provided with artillery, they threatened 
an attack on the passes of the Sierra Morena, from Montizon to Almaden ; 
but I have reason to believe that no attack was made so late as the 14th 
of this month. The Spanish troops under Gen. Areyzaga were posted in 
the passes of the mountains for their defence; but Col. Roche, from whom 
I have a letter of the 12th, did not expect that they would be able to 
maintain themselves. 

The Prench troops in Old Castille collected about the 15th of this 
month, and marched to the neighbourhood of Miranda del Castafiar, with 
a division in Bejar. It is probable that the object of this movement was 
to keep the Duque del Barque’s corps in check in case he should attempt 
to move towards Talavera de la Reyna by Plasencia ; and to provide for 
tlieir own communication with the troops in La Mancha in the event of the 
British array making any offensive movement. This French corps consists 
of about 20,000 men. The Duque del Barque’s corps is in the same 
situation as when I addressed your Lordship on the 15th inst. 

I have not heard of the arrival of any reinforcements from France ; 
but I think it probable that some of the troops expected have passed the 
frontiers of Spain, otherwise the enemy would not venture to collect so 
large a part of his force in La Mancha. 

I have also received accounts that a small Spanish corps of about 500 
men was surprised at Alcanices, not far from Braganza, on the 15th inst., 
by a body of French cavalry, which it is probable had but lately entered 
Spain. 

Tie G. to Major fTilliameon, jd.A. G, 21th Jan, 1810. 

I have his Excellency's command to place you at the hospital station at 
Coimbra, it being found absolutely necessary to attach an ofiSccr of the depart- 
ment to that establishment, to aid in the conduct of those arrangements which 
must relate to every part of the army. 

Yon will hold yourself in readiness to move on the andval of Major Fonsoiiby and 
Cant. Cotton, to the first of whom you will transfer the documents of the division ; 
and when you have reached Coimbra, you will be pleased to communicate with me. 

The A.G, to Col. Peacocke, Lisbon. 24th Jon. 1810. 

Assist. Surgeon Whimper, Coldstream Guards, having renewed an application 
for leave to refit, has drawn his Excellency's attention to lua escape from the enemy. 
Yon will be pleased to call on that officer to detail by what means he was 
enabled to effect, and what situation he was in at the time he made his escape ; viz,, 
whether prisoner at large, on a species of parole, or closely confined ; and whether 
he received any previous supply of money or otherwise, from the French General 
previous to his departure. Till the receipt of this information, the Commander of 
the Forces cannot further decide on Mr. Whimper’s application. 
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To Capt Bnman. Viaeu, 35t1i Jan. 1810. 

I am very much obliged to you for the pains which you have taken in 
procuring intelligence of the enemy’s movements, which become every 
day more interesting to us. I request you in future to transmit your 
reports to Brig. Gen. Cox, at Almeida, who will forward them to mo ; 
and I beg of you to adopt modes of transmitting them which you may bo 
certain will be expeditious and sure. 

You will apply to Gen. Cox at Almeida for any money that may be 
necessary to enable you to make these disbursements, os well os any others 
that you may think necessary to make in order to extend your means of 
early information. I think that you might be able to extend your corre- 
spondence even beyond the Douro, by disbursing money ; and I have no 
objections to pay for what is authentic, and comes at an early period. 

To Brig. Gen. Cox, Governor of Almeida. Visen, SSth Jan. 1810. 

I have received your letters of the 21st and 22d, for which I am much 
obliged to you. 

I cannot conceive that the French would venture to draw all their troops 
to the south of the Tagus, if the reinforcements for tlie army had not 
passed the frontier. PTowever, we shall know more upon that subject j in 
the mean time I shall order up some of the British cavalry, and I will try 
if we cannot do something. 

I have ordered Capt. lillis to Almeida with instructions to assist you in 
procuring, arranging, and forwarding information of the enemy’s move- 
ments in Castille j and I have direolcd2 Spanish officers of the Q. M. Gen.’s 
department to place themselves under your directions, and to correspond 
with you, and I herewith enclose a letter for Capt. Ruman upon the same 
subject, which I beg you to peruse and forward to him. I have likewise 
desired Lieut. Col. Bathurst to send you £500 to be expended in procur- 
ing intelligence, of wliich sum I request you to keep a separate account. 

I request that you will direct these several officers in what channel to 
conduct their inquiries, and in what manner tlie most expeditious to com- 
municate to you the result. You will supply them and Capt. Ruraan with 
such sums of money as they may require, and as you shall think reason- 
able for both purposes of acquii-ing and conveying intelligence to you. 
Capt. Ellis will assist you in arranging and forwarding this intelligence to 
Gen. Craufurd, Gen. Cole, and me ; and in order to enable you to send 
it off in a certain and expeditious manner, I have ordered some hussars to 
Almeida and Pinhel, and there are detachments of guides at Celorico and 
Mangualde, ns also between Celorico and Mangualde. 

The officers should extend their correspondence as far as possible along, 
and north of the Douro, and direct their inquiries to every object, the 
march of every detachment, the names of the officers commanding corps 
of troops, the formation of magazines, collection of dopdts of ordnance 

and stores, fortifications of posts, &o. In case a man of 

should write any letter to me, or to you at Almeida, give the bearer of it 
4 dollars, and forward it to me. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Visou, !l6th Jan. 1810. 

While I was absent on the frontier, I received several letters from you 
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which remain unanswered ; and I have this morning received your letters 
of the 19th and 21st, that of the 20th having reached me 2 days ago. 

In respect to Capt. Smyth, if he is in the 3d hatt. 95th regt., he does 
not belong to the army, in Portugal, and I cannot appoint him to the staff 
without the special permission of the Commander in Chief. I conceived 
it was Capt. Smyth’s wish to return to England, and stretched a point to 
allow him to do so ; for the evidence was by no means clear that he had 
been removed from the 11th regt., which belongs to this army, to the 3d 
batt. 95th, which does not. 

In answer to your letter of the 19lh, I have only to repeat what I have 
said before, viz., that I know of no mode in which our funds can be 
increased, either at Lisbon, Cadiz, or Gibraltar ; that every thing that I 
can conceive would raise a shilling has been resorted to ; and the supplies 
from Gibraltar and Cadiz, as well as from Lisbon, are diminishing rather 
than increasing. 

You appear to be satisfied with the exertions which have been made at 
Lisbon, although you state that £50,000 might be procured on a loan, 
through the means of Mr. Sampayo. Your letter is the first intelligence 
I have received upon this subject; and I can only say, in answer to it, that 
I slrnll have inquiry made respecting this loan ; and if I should find the 
transaction to be of a description that the Commissary Gen. ought to enter 
into, I will authorise him to make the loan. But although you express a 
general satisfaction with the measures adopted at Lisbon, with which you 
are acquainted, you are not satisfied with those, and you desire ‘ increased 
activity ’ at Cadiz and Gibraltar, although you have no knowledge of the 
measures which have been adopted there. Now, I, who have that know- 
ledge, who have superintended these transactions from the commence- 
ment, am convinced that it is impossible to get another shilling for bills 
upon England at either place. These transactions are most judiciously 
managed at Cadiz by Mr. Duff, the Consul General. At Gibraltar there 
is some difficulty in getting money, as not only the army in Portugal, but 
the fleet in the Mediterranean, the army in Sicily, the ofiicers of Malta 
and Gibraltar, are supplied with money for bills upon England, negotiated 
at the same place by different persons. The state of the money there 
also has some influence over that of Cadiz ; and even if I could find reason 
to disapprove of the conduct of the Commissary General’s agent at 
Gibraltar, which I cannot, I do not -see how I could increase the funds 
received from Gibraltar, by any arrangement I could make, or by any 
‘ increased activity.’ 

In respect to the expenditure of the money received, I believe there is 
no man who doubts that the first and principal object of my attention, and 
of that of every British oflScer, must be the British army, and afterwards 
the allies whom His Majesty has bound himself to support. The nature 
and constitution of the British army absolutely requires that it should be 
regularly paid. It cannot plunder or take what it wants upon requisition 
like the French army, because it is not sufificiently numerous ; and all the 
necessaries, and much of the food of the soldiers, depend upon their 
regular payment. I believe I have gone farther than any officer in with- 
holding this payment, excepting Lord Hutchinson in Egypt; but there it 
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must be observed that the troops received a description of ration which 
they could, and did, barter with tlie natives for the other articles which 
they required. The British array in Portugal hns been sometimes 2 
months, and is invariably one month, in arrear, notwithstanding the King’s 
orders and regulations, and tlie customs and necessities of tlie service ; 
and at this moment I have not as much money as will supply the pay 
of the troops. 

Under these circumstances, it is useless to enter into the old discussion, 
whether we got £80,000 or you got £50,000, or under what head it was 
advanced. We agree that the British array must be the first object j and 
until the British government, who have entered into all those arrange- 
ments upon a clear and distinct view of their expense, and upon informa- 
tion repeated over and over again of the inadequacy of the funds placed 
at my disposal to meet the expense, shall adopt efficient measures to 
increase those funds, the difficulties under which we labor must continue 
to exist, and must increase. 

The mention of ‘ increased activity ’ in the supply of these funds has 
suggested to me the notion of taking the whole out of the hands of the 
Commissary Gen. Let the minister at Lisbon or at Seville undertake the 
management of the money concerns of the government in this part of the 
world j let them draw all bills j and let me have no more to do with the 
subject than to give in regular estimates of the funds required monthly 
for the army under my command, and receive the money, in the same 
manner as other officers who have been employed in similar situations. 

In ansAverto your official letter of the 15th, and to part of your letter of 
the 19th, and to that of the 2l6t, 1 have to inform you that, in concurrence 
with Marshal Beresford, I believe the Junta de Viveres, as a Commissary 
Gen., to be very inefficient; and I am also certain that a gre^.! part of the 
money which is placed at their disposal to pay for provisions is employed 
(peihaps necessarily) in paying salaries and establishments. I know from 
experience that the Portuguese army could not be in the distress which it 
suffers from the want of provisions, if only a part of the provisions it 
receives from the country were paid for; and tlie object of my proposition 
was to insure the disposal of the fund supplied by Great Britain to that 
purpose, and no other. If this proposition had been adopted tlirough your 
interference, in the simple form in which it was made, I should have 
followed it up by another which I Slrould have made and have pressed 
upon the Portuguese government, viz., that they should allot a certain sum 
of money out of the revenues of the country, to be expended in provisions 
for the troops ; and that this sum also should be placed at lire disposal of 
Marshal Beresford monthly. 

I do not mean to say that, with these arrangements, they would have 
done everything that was necessary to pay for the provisions of the troops, 
but at least they would have done sometliing ; one tliird, one half, or two 
thirds would have been paid for, and the country would have continued 
to supply what was wanted. But this proposition, instead of being adopted 
in tlie simple form in which it was made, is understood to be a design to 
overturn the Junta de Viveres, and substitute in its place a new system 
of Commissariat ; a correspondence of volumes passes upon it; a fortnight 
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has elapsed since it was made, and nothing is done ; a proposition is made 
that I should take into the hands of the British Commissary Gen. the 
supply of the provisions for 30,000 Portugfuese troops, for which he has 
neither establishment, . nor funds, nor any facilities to enable him to 
execute the task ; and thus, fortnight after fortnight, month after month, 
passes in discussions, instead of in making efficient arrangements to resist 
the very serious attack with which this unfortunate country is threatened. 

My suggestion to you was simply this ; that that portion of the money 
paid by Great Britain for provisioning 20,000 or 30,000 men should be 
placed at Marshal Beresford’s disposal, to be applied as be should think 
proper in the payment for provisions, through ‘ the Commissaries of the 
Portuguese army f that is to say, through the officers of the Junta de 
Viveres, or the Commissary Gen. Marshal Beresford would have selected 
the parts of the country which had been most pressed to make these pay- 
ments ; and the plan, if adopted, would have secured tliis object, viz., that 
every shilling would have been expended for provisions, instead of in 
salaries and establishments. 

As far as Marshal Beresford is concerned, the detail of business would 
have been trifling, and no more than we are all obliged to enter into j 
and probably much less than that into which he is now obliged to enter, 
from the daily complaints of scarcity from non-payment, which he for- 
wards to the government. The Commissaries, to whom the Marshal would 
have ordered the issue of the money, would have been accountable to the 
Junta de Viveres for its due application, according to the Marshal’s orders. 
Their receipt for the money would have been the charge, and their ac- 
count of the disposal their discharge with their masters, the Junta de 
Viveres ; and there is neither complication, confusion, nor competition in 
any part of the plan, but merely the substitution of Marshal Beresford for 
the Junta de Viveres in the selection of the places where the bills for 
provisions shall be paid, and where they shall not ; in the same manner as 
I make the same selection for my own army in almost every case. So 
much for one of my suggestions for the relief of the distress of the Por- 
tuguese army for want of provisions ; and now for the other, the formation 
of magazines. In order to effect this object, the Portuguese government 
required money, I suppose, to buy provisions. I have twice offered to 
buy and pay for grain, and to lodge it in their stores; once in September, 
and in my official letter to you of the 9th inst. ; and this same government, 
with a starving army, without a shilling in their treasury, and with the 
enemy upon their frontier, will not take it ! 

It is convenient to me to buy Mr. Plullips’s grain (which, by the bye, 
he will sell at os cheap a rate as any other can he got), because he will 
take payment for it in bUls upon the Treasury, which he engages not to 
negotiate at Lisbon, Cadiz, or Gibraltar; and this grain is in fact tanta- 
mount to so much money introduced into the military chest. It mil pro- 
bably not be convenient to purchase the grain of another dealer, because 
he will come into the money market with his hills. But no . after a fort- 
night’s consideration, this suggestion is not adopted! But no other plan 
is adopted, or even proposed. The army is stfll starving ; no magazine of 
any kind is formed ; and as far as that goes, we are just where we stood 

in October last. 
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However, I have done with the Portuguese government. I have per- 
formed my duty hy them in suggesting practicable and efficient measures 
for the relief of the great distress under which they labor. My letters of 
the 9th and 12th Jan. will always relieve me from any blame for the mis- 
fortunes whiclii must bo the consequence of this mode of proceeding ; and 
from tliis time forward I shall not write a lino excepting in answer to 
those questions which may bo put to me, or those propositions which may 
he forwarded for my consideration. 

After this explanation of the plan contained in my letter of the I2tl) 
Jan., which I conceive is fully developed in the letter itself, and which is 
misunderstood only because the Junta de Viveros and the government 
choose not to understand it, it is scarcely necessary that I should give any 
further reply to your letter of the 2lBt. The Commissary Gen. has neither 
establishment nor means to undertake to feed 30,000 Portuguese troops. 
I have made an arrangement under which we can assist, and do assist, the 
Portuguese troops and Commissariat with provisions and magazines when 
tliey require them ; hut I can do no more. _ 

In answer to your letter of the 20th, I have to inform you that Sonhor 
Botelho is already employed under the Commissariat, in a manner in which 
we think he will be useful. We should suffer inconvenience if we wore 
to remove him from that employment j and ho could ho of no use to us in 
that which he has chalked out for himself. There is also a letter from 

you tliat I have mislaid, relating to Mr. S . I cannot give him loavo 

of absence until ho sliall be relieved. Mr. A belongs to a division in 

the army, and must join it as soon as his health will permit. 

VuA.O, to Dr, fhjncA, Inspector of Hospitals, 20lli Jon. 1810. 

In forwarding to you the enclosed papers, I am directed to conumuiicato to you, 
on their purport, that the Commander of the Forces finds with disKiUisfaction, tlnit 
his conjecture relative to the reports of Modieol hoards provos loo well grounded j 
that die reports are not founded npon an exiimiiuition of tlie stale of heaith of 
the oflicev produced before the hoard, of the existing aymptoms of his case, and of 
a communication with the medical gentleman who has attended, hut rather upon 
the wish expressed hy the olHoer himself. This inference will he oiivious to yon, 
in companng the tenor of the report of the Medical board on the case of 
Capt. — . — , and the correspondence between Cnpt. and Dr. . 

These papers are transmitted for penisal, that you may he convinced his 
Excellency’s accompanying commands are necessary ; that you warn the medical 
officers of tlie army, that the duty which they are oailed upon on these occasions 
to perform is most important to the public as well ns to individuals, and that it 
is expected tliey will, conscioutiously, perform that duty without bias. 


To Gen. Bacellar. Visoii, 2(illi .Tan. 1810. 

With a view to the future operations of tlie allied armies, and to the 
communication between the different corps on this frontier, and on the 
Tagus, it is desirable that the road should be roiwiired from Ponte da Mur- 
cella to Espiuhal by Venda Nova, S. Miguel, Fez d’Aroueo, and Corvo ; 
also, that the road should ho repaired from Ponte da Murcella to Almeida, 
by Louroza, Galizes, and Pinhan^os, to Celorico and Pinliol. 

I request you to give directions to the several magistrates that these 
roads may be repaired forthwith, and inform tliom that I shall send an 
officer along the road in tlie course of a short time to see what lias hoeii 
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done in consequence of these directions, and that I hope I shall find that 
they will have obliged the inhabitants of the country to do their duty. 

To Vice A(lm. tlie Hon. G. Berkeley. Viseu, 26th Jan. 1810. 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 20th inst., and I 
have desired Col. Murray to write to Lieut Fleetwood for any further in- 
formation that may be necessary regarding the transports. I have already 
more than once stated to government my opinion, that in case of our being 
haid pressed in this country, it was absolutely necessary that you should 
have a reinforcement. 

In respect to the use of Peniche in an embarkation of the army, I refer 
you to my letter written to you in October, from which you will observe, 
that the probable course of our operations will preclude the use of that 
port as one of embarkation for the British army. I think, however, we 
might maintain a garrison in Peniche for some time, even after we should 
have evacuated Portugal with the army i which would answer various pur- 
poses, as well for the fleet, winch would of course be employed in the 
blockade of the Tagus, as for other objects which I have in contemplation. 

I do not know what to make of the Portuguese government : I cannot 
bring my mind to doubt their good intentions ; but you will scarcely be- 
lieve, tliat, although their army is starving, and they have no money to 
buy provisions, they have hesitated and indeed refused to adopt two pro- 
positions made by me which would have relieved all their difficulties, and 
would have given them magazines. I have done with them. 

It is very extraordinary that I have not the slightest recollection of the 
person who you say was arrested at Badajoz. 

To Lieut. Gen. Payne. Vijeu, a7th Jon. 1810. 

I have received your letter of the 13tb, and I am equally surprised and 
annoyed at the failure of all our measures for the re-establishment of the 
heavy cavalry. This failure is, however, to be attributed entirely to Mr. 
— — , of whom I shall make a formal complaint to the Treasury, as soon 
as I shall receive the Commissary Gen.’s report, and I shall suspend him 
from his office till their pleasure shall be known. 

It is so inconvenient, and indeed the army is exposed to so much risk, 
having the cavalry at such a distance, that I cannot consent to the arrange- 
ment you propose for the dragoons, more particularly as, by a little exer- 
tion by the Commissaries, we shall find no difficulty in feeding tl)em 
in their present quarters ; and I have ordered the du'eet road to be re- 
paired, which, instead of placing them at the distance of 1 or 8 marches 
from tile army, will bring them within three, of which only one will be 
forced. If the cavalry had been in order, and had recovered as I liad 
reason to expect they would, I might now strike a blow of essential im- 
portance. However, it carraot now be helped. Mr. shall be 

punished, and I hope the next commissary will do his duty better. 

Q. A. O. Viseu, Jan* 1810. 

The passports for post horses sent to the officers comioanding divisions, &c. are to be used 
only to procure post horses for couriers and othere wliom it may be necessary to send by 
post upon the public service, or for officers to whom tbo officers m whose hands the pass- 
ports are lodged choose to give permisbion to travel by post 
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I have great objections to the increase of the ration : in the first place, 
r strongly suspect foul play in those heavy regiments at the time the 
ofiBcers were sickly, and I have never heard any sufficient reason why the 

horses of the heavy dragoons, the in particular, which never moved 

after August, should he in such bad condition, when all the other horses 
of the army were in such fine order, and most particularly the Hussars, 
K.G.L. Besides, it would be ridiculous to order 12 lbs, of hay or straw 
for a ration for horses, in answer to a report stating that they could not be 
provided with more than half of 10 lbs. 

Considering that tlie cavalry do no work, and that they are all in stables, 
and adverting to the very excellent condition in which the horses of the 
hussai'S are which have been moat worked, and which I am sorry to say 
are now frequently fed upon rye, I cannot but he apprehensive that there is 
some deficiency of attention to stable duties. I slmuld recommend to you, 
therefore, to call the attention of commanding officers of regiments to this 
subject, and to resume the use of the cun^comb and brush universally, if 
they should not be able immediately to supply themselves with the hair 
gloves which you preferred. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will have all the spare ap- 
pointments with the regiments sent to Lisbon, so that when the cavalry 
shall be able to move, it may move light. I rather think tliat I shall 
very shortly draw the 16th up to Coimbra. 

You will be sorry to hear that I lost 3 liorsos the other day, smothered 
in the stable, which had caught fire j 2 of which wore my black and the 
chestnut. 

To the Daquo del Parque. VJ«’u, 37lli Jau. 1810. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter, in which 
you have informed mo of your intention to move the army under your 
command across the Tagus, of tlie possibility that some of the divisions 
may pass through Portugal j and you have expressed a desire tliat tlie 
magistrates and others in audiorily in Portugal may he directed not to 
throw any impediment in the way of the march of those troops, but may 
assist them as much as may be in tiieir power with provisions, &c,, for 
which payment is to be made. 

I regret that your Excellency has not stated particularly the strength 
and composition of the divisions which will pass through Portugal, or the 
route which they will take, as the country through which they will pro- 
bably direct their march is one hut ill provided with supplies, and has 
been much exhausted by the march of troops in the course of the last 
year ; and although the directions have been given of which your Excel- 
lency was desirous, I am apprehensive, that unless further and more de- 
tailed arrangements are made for the supply of your troops on their march 
through Portugal, they will experience great distress for want of provisions. 

To Major Qeii. tlie Hon. G. L. Cola. Viseu, 37tli Jan, 1810, 

I enclose a letter to Col. Wilson, which I request you to peruse and 
to have forwarded to him. You will observe that the Duque del Parqixo 
is about to move his army across the Tagus, It will ho desirable, Uicre- 
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fore, that you should have a post of ohservation at Alfaiates, to watch the 
Sierra de Gata, &c. 


T(i Lieut. Gen. Hill. Viseu, 27tli Jaii. 1810. 

I send you the duplicate of a letter to Col. Wilson, which I beg you to 
peruse and forward to him. I think, that in order to preserve order at 
the bridge of Villa Velha, it is desirable that you should send there a com- 
pany of British infantry under the command of a steady officer. I have 
no doubt that the Duque del Parque means to cross the Tagus at that 
place with his whole army. 

To tlie Earl of Liveqiool, Viseu, 27th Jan. 1810. 

I send home, by the vessel which will take this, Lieut V. de Farincourt, 
of the 2me rkgl. d'lnfanierie Ikgk^e of the French army, with a cartel of 
exchange for Lieut. Cameron of the IQth regt, who was taken prisoner 
by the French on the 2'7th July, and was sent into Portugal by Gen. 
Kellermann from Valladolid. Upon the occasion of sending this officer 
to England, and of requesting that he may be sent to France, as soon as 
may he practicable, I think -it proper to explain the reasons which have 
induced me to send him by this mode of conveyance. 

I am concerned to have to inform your Lordship that since the British 
officers and soldiers were made prisoners in the hospital at Talavera, the 
Spanish government have thrown every obstacle in their power in the way 
of their being exchanged, and of every communication between the enemy’s 
Generals and me, which had for its object either their exchange, or tlieir 
relief by money or otherwise. 

As the French prisoners taken in the battle of Talavera, and during the 
operations in Spain, were given in charge to the Spanish General at the 
time they were taken, I had no prisoners in my power to exchange for the 
officers and soldiers taken in the hospital. 

Marshal Soult, however, proposed an exchange of prisoners, provided 
Gen. Franceschi, who had been taken in Old Costille in June, should be 
included in the cartel. This proposition having been referred to the 
Spanish government, they gave no answer to it for 3 months, and at 
length refused to agree to it. 

They then, in the month of September, detained Capt. Thdvenon, an 
aide de camp of Marshal Mortier, who had been sent into the Spanish posts 
with a letter for me, which was open : first, under pretence that it was 
necessary that he should wait for an answer ; and afterwards, when I re- 
monstrated against his detention, and declared that the letter required no 
answer, they detained him under the pretence that he had passed the Tagus 
at Almaraz, where they did not choose to receive flags of truce, although 
he was received at this same place with his flag by the officer commanding 
.the Spanish outposts. After repeated remonstrances, they at length, in 
November, allowed Capt. Thdvenon to return to the French army, having 
detained him in close confinement for nearly 2 months. 

In the month of September, Gen. Kellermann sent Lieut. Cameron of 
the IQth regt. into Portugal from Valladolid, with a cartel of exchange 
for Lieut, de Turenne, his aide de camp, who had just been made prisoner 
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in Old CoBtille. I immediately requested tlie Spanish govomincnt, through 
the Ambassador, to place Lieut, do Turenne at my disposal, which, after 
some delay, they refused; and I tlien prevailed upon the Portuguese 
government to allow Lieut. V. de Farincourt, who had been taken at 
Chaves, and was a prisoner at Lisbon, to be exchanged for Lieut. Cameron. 

In order to avoid the difficulties which I had experienced in communi- 
cating with the enemy’s Generals regai’ding the prisoners, by the frontier 
of Estremadura, I determined to send Lieut, de Farincourt at once into 
Old Castille, and he was attended by a Portuguese officer, Capt. Gill, 
24th regt., who was to conduct him to tlie French outposts. 

On their arrival at Ciudad Rodrigo, however, both were stopped, and 
Lieut, do Farincourt was put in confinement, and Capt. Gill was insulted 
and ill treated. Brig. Gen. Cox, who commanded at Almoida, remon- 
strated upon this conduct, but in vain ; and at length when I was informed 
of it, on the 6th Dec., I wrote to Mr. Frere to request that he would make 
remonstrances on the subject j to which letter I received a reply on the 
9th, a copy of which I enclose, stating that the orders had been sent to 
Ciudad Rodrigo to permit Ljeut. de Farincourt to proceed to the French 
outposts. I found, however, by a letter from Brig. Gen. Cox to Marshal 
Beresford, dated die 18th Dec,, of which I enclose the copy, not only that 
these orders had not been sent, but that the Duquo del Parquo staled that 
he had received others of a contrary tenor, and that Lieut, do Farincourt 
and Capt. Gill were sent back into Portugal. 

The correspondence then ensued between Mr. Frere and mo, of which 
I enclose the copies, from which it is evident not only that the Duque 
del Parque had not received the orders under which ho assured Gen. Cox 
that he acted, but that Don A. de Comd had deceived bis colleague Don 
F. de Saavedra. The result of this conduct, however, is an impossibility 
of having any communication wiUi tlio enemy’s Generals, which has for 
its object either the relief or the exchange of the British officers and 
soldiers who were made prisoners, only because they were wounded in 
fighting the battles of Spain. 

T/i« A,B, to tht Dtp. Paymatttr Gentral. 37tli Jan. 1810, 

I do myself the honor to enclose a general account of suras expended by Mqjor 
Lindsay, commanding the hospital station, Elvaa, xip to the 16th inst. inclusive, 
from the amount received by him for public service. 'Hie vouchers of this dis- 
bursement ore in shape of regimental charges, which, on being checked, correspond 
with the suras contained iu the annoxed account, 'riiese have been forwarded 
to the head quarters of each battalion, ami you will he so good ns to take the 
remaining steps to reimburse the public for tlie general advance, 'fho next 
period brought into nooonnt ivill he up to tlie 24tli fan. I am anxious to learn 
from yon, whether this mode of carrying on tho extra accounts of tlie hospitals 
appears to yon correct, or whether there is any other system you ahouUI prefer. 

You will suspend all pay and allowances from Capt. till further orders, 

in consequence of that omoor's delay in accounting for public money advanced 
on siniilar service. 

To the At. Hon. J. Villlers. Visen, 28th .Tan, 1810. 

, I have received your letter of the 23d inst., to which I do not lose a 
moment in replying. 

Of CQuise, the Commissary Gen. shall he directed to do whatever you 
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desire him in tlie way of bills for you, and 1 expect to receive from you 
an official letter upon the subject. But I have already apprised you of 
the inconvenience to our finances of assisting the Portuguese government 
with bills drawn upon British credit. Although the bills, which you now 
propose should be granted, are for such sums that they cannot be them- 
selves converted into cash, yet the government are to draw for smaller 
sums upon the holders of these English bills, which sums, if not disposed 
of in this way, would be in the market for the Commissary General’s 
bills. However, having said thus much, and having frequently explained 
to you the inconvenience (which would now amount to an impossibility 
of remaining in the country) which must result from any interruption to 
our supplies of money, I have only to add that the bills shall be sent by 
return of the post, or of the messenger which shall bring an official letter 
from you, desiring that the Commissary Gen. may grant them. 


To Col. Peaoooke. Viseu, 29th Jan. 1810. 

I have the honor to enclose the proceedings of the General Court Mar- 
tial, on the trial of , camp follower, not a soldier, which I had 

thought proper to transmit to be laid before His Majesty for his confirm- 
ation; and a letter I have received from the Judge Advocate Gen,, from 
which it appears that it is necessary that the members of the General 
Court Martial should be re-assembled. I have issued orders that they 
may re-assemble at Lisbon on the 8th Feb. ; when, if they should all have 
arrived, or as soon after as the members shall have arrived, you will com- 
municate to the Court the letter from the Judge Advocate Gen., and 
desire them to revise their sentence upon the prisoner — 


To J. Murray, Eaq., Commissary General. Viseu, 30th Jan. 1810. 

I enclose the copy of a letter received from the Sec. of State in Por- 
tugal, hy which an arrangement is made to place the boats on the rivers 
Tagus, Mondego, and Douro, under the orders of certain officers in the 
different districts, with a view to their being registered, and to their being 
removed out of reach in case the enemy should invade the country. I 
also enclose a letter received from the same gentleman, in which he 
desires that all applications for boats on any of those rivers may be mode 
to the officers of the districts respectively charged with the arrangement 
and management of them. 

I desire that in all cases boats, as well as carriages, may be procured 
for the service of the British army, by the sense of interest in the parties 
who may have them to hire, owing to the regularity of the payment of 
the hire of the boats and carriages. Bat if at any time, either owing to 
tlie pressing nature of the service, or to the large demand for boats or 
carriages, or to any other cause, it should be necessary to press or em- 


^ Vlaou, SSth Jm. 1810. 

The Commander of the Forces is desirous that all men who are sick and rmmre 
liage should be removed to the general hospital established at Coimbra 
caidonmeulB of tiie ai-my once a week, according to orraugenieiiteand directions sent by tlm 
Q M G and lusnector of Hospitals to the officers of the Q. M. G.s department, and 
Meilical Staff attached to the diffewnt divisions of the army. The General officers are 
requested to see those directions, and have them earned into execution. 
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bai-go boats or carriages, you will direct the officers of the Commissariat 
to make application for those which tliey require to the officer of the 
Portuguese government charged with the management of tlio boats or 
carriages in the district in which they may be required. 

To the Her. S. Briscull, Cliupluin to the Foi-ces. Visoii, ilOth Jiui. 1810. 

I have perused the letter from tiic Sec. at War which you left with 
me, and I have great satisfaction in availing myself of this opportunity of 
testifying my sense of the assiduity, regularity, and propriety with whicli 
you have performed tlie duties of your situation, and with which you have 
conducted yourself since you have been attached to this army ; and I hope 
that this certificate will have the effect of giving us the benefit of your 
continuance with us. 

To Major Gen. the Hon. G. L. Colo. Vissu, 30th Jan. 1810. 

As I am going away for a few days upon a reconnaissance towards 
Torres Vedras, I wish to state in writing what 1 before told you in con- 
versation when I saw you at Guarda. 

I do not wish to lose possession of the Coo, although I do not mean to 
contend for it, if the enemy should collect a large force evidently with 
the intention of making a serious invasion of Portugal. If that should be 
the case, and you should deem it necessary, you will in concert with Gen. 
Craufurd withdmw from tlie Con, and collecl your division and the 
hussars from Guarda, Trancoso, &c., to Celorioo, whore also, in the ciuse. 
of necessity supposed, you will find Gen, Craufurd’s division. If the 
same necessity should continue to exist, ns 1 do not mean to defend the 
Mondego at Celorico, I should wish tlie troops to fall hack gradually upon 
Pinhan 90 s, where Sir J. Sherbrooke will be, in the case supposed, with 
his division and other troops. I conclude that yon have posts upon the 
upper Coa, at Castello Bom, at Ponte de Sequeiros, at Hapoula de Goa, 
and also at Alfaiates, in consequence of my lost letter. 

To Brig, Gen. Cox, Governor of Almeida. Viseu, SOtli Jan. 1810. 

I received last night yours of the 28th, and Col. Grant’s letters of the 
234 and 24th. The enemy carried the Sierra Morena on the 20th, on 
which day their head quarters were at La Carolina. You may depend 
upon it that the whole of Ney’s and.Kellermann’s corps are in Castillo. 

To Bart Frere, Esq. Viseu, 30tli Jan. 1810. 

I have had the honor of receiving your several lettew of the 16th, 1 7th, 
19th, 20th, and 2lst inst., for which I am much obliged to you!, I had 
already received accounts of the enemy’s having obtained possession of the 
pass of La Carolina. 

I am perfectly aware of the advantage whicli tlie general cause would 
derive from the movement of the British army into Castilln, if it he true 

G. O. VIsi'ii, noth Jan. IHIO. 

2. The officera af the army who have soldiers for their servants, slumld ho piivticHlnrly 
eautioos not to give them orders, the execution of which are hvoaches of dUciiiHmi imd 
good order, and not to expose them in a state of intoxicatioii to tho temptation of com- 
mitting offences, which must lead to die punishment of the soldier. 
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that the enemy’s reinforcements have not yet entered Spain. I should 
doubt, however, the truth of the report, which states that only 8000 have 
arrived, both on account of the time which has elapsed since they passed 
Paris, and because the enemy has hitherto acted with so much caution, that 
I do not believe he would incur the risk of collecting at the Sierra Morena 
the large force which has lately been collected in that quarter, if the near 
approach and the expected early arrival in Castille of the reinforcements 
did not remove all chance of danger from this measure. 

But these conjectures respecting the probable period of the arrival of 
the reinforcements would not prevent me from making a movement into 
Castille if the enemy was not at the present moment in greater strength in 
that province than I can bring into the field. Their force consists of Ney 
and Kellermann; and although it extends from Zamora to Avila and Val- 
ladolid, and even to Burgos, there is no doubt that they could collect it 
before I could make any impression upon any part of it. 

The convalescents of the British army have only now commenced to 
join their regiments. The reinforcements have not yet arrived from 
England; and even if I should draw in the division placed upon the Tagus, 
which would expose the rear to some risk, particularly if the movement 
had the effect of relieving the southern provinces of Spain, I could not 
bring 20,000 men into the field. 

The Portuguese army is well disciplined, and will soon, I hope, be a 
valuable addition to our force ; but at present these troops are so sickly 
from the want of clotliing and necessaries not yet arrived from England, 
and from the distress which they have suffered throughout the winter for 
provisions, owing to the deficiency of money to buy them, that the conse- 
quence of moving them from their quarters in this season would be the 
annihilation of that army, and would occasion the disappointment of all 
hopes of service from them, not only hereafter, but even in the operation 
which I should now undertake in die hope of their assistance. I have 
therefore, with great reluctance, given up all thoughts of moving at present. 

The Duque del Parque has received his orders to cross the Tagus, and 
informed me on the 24th that he was about to carry them into execution. 
I am afraid that the person charged with the defence of Ciudad Rodrigo is 
a very improper one, and not very likely to do his duty. ^ As thU place is 
a most important one, I shall be much obliged to you if you will make 
inquiry respecting this person’s character, and urge that he _ may be 
relieved by one more deserving of confidence on account of his talents 
and experience. 


To Lieut. Cd. Torrens, Military Secretary. Viseu, 30th Jan. 1810. 

I shall esteem it a great favor if you will tell Sir D. Dundas that I am 
very much obliged to him, but that I have no wish to be removed from the 
33d regt., of which I was major, and lieut. colonel, and then colonel. 

I must say, however, that my friend, the late Sec. at 
least profitable of all the regiments of the army, and, ^ 
concern, having reduced the establishment at once from_ 1200 to 800, when 
it consisted of above 750 men ; and I had to pay the height of the clothing 
to the East Indies, and its carriage to Hyderabad, about 500 miles from 
* An offer hod been made to remove Lord Wellington to a regiment with 3 hattalUms. 
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Madras. With all this, I have the reputation of having a good ihing in a 
regiment in the East Indies I 

To the Bail of Livoipool. _ Vlaeu, 30tli Jon. 1810. 

I have the honor to enclose the returns of stores in Ilia Majesty’s maga- 
zines in Portugal up to the 1st Jan. 1810. 

Retura of provisiono, wino^ opiritfl, and forajjo niDiaininfE m Uis Majesty s magazines ut 
Portugal on the Ist Jan. 1610. 


Frorisions, 
Wine^ and Spirits. 


’Biscuit « 





. 1,792,100 


Flour a 





. 1, mill, 13.1 

lbs. 

Salt meat * 





. 1,797,100 


Wine . 

Rum • 





. 26 
. 113,990 

pipes. 

gallons. 

'Oate . « 

• 




. 1,444,640' 


Barley a 





. 1,286,385 


Wheat • 

• 




. 87,070 


Indian com* 





212,651 

lbs. 

Beans . • 





. 1,600 


Bmn « • 

• 




5,100 


Hay • • 

• 




. 1,372,304. 



Forage. 


Return of Q. M. Gen.’s stores remaining 


1900 

1900 

1838 

6000 

124,600 

724 

431 

695 

1060 

698 

785 

3493 

264 

9 

453 

461 

204 

167 

19 

16 

14i 

70 

3 

200 


Flanders tents 
Flanders poles 
Iron collars 
Mallets . 
Pins . . 

Foies and cases 


Soldiers' tents. 


’ I Gimp 


colours. 


Powder bags. 

Brum coses. 

Hatchets. 

Bill hooks. 

Flanders kettles. 

Picket ropes. 

Fickoses. 

Hair nose bags. 

Facksoddles with croaked haiioiims. 
Bridies and cliain collnrs. 
Ammunition boxes. 

Medicine panniers. 

Tarpaulins. 

Vais, roarq. tents! 

and pins . .J 
Reels and Lines. 

Longrels. 


J. Mvjibay, Commissary Geneiul. 

in His Majesty’s magazines in Portugal. 
026 7'in kettles. 

33.5 Kettle bags. 

604 Tin eantcens. 

6099 irood oaiituens. 

6286 Canteen strnjis. 

43 Felling axes. 

14,020 Haviasacks. 

2235 Blankets. 

542} Sets of forage cords, 4 to a sot. 
100 Bimdies of birmkets. 

735 Picket pules. 

1 Knajmek. 

018 Sots of bedding. 

6 Sliorols. 

5 Spades. 

149 Casks of ancontiemciils. 

2 Cases of nails. 

75 Mule Imltcrs. 

34 French tent poles. 

20 .Small water casks. 

1.3 Cas(» of Imltoiis. 

9 Clues of uiliecrs’ swords. 

99,062 Fairs of shoes. 

45 Bales of army clothing. 

10 Boskets. 

400 Palliasses. 

J. Muanar, Commissary General. 


To the Earl of Liretpool. Visen, SOlIi Jan. 1810. 

I have the honor to enclose a return of the transports in Lisbon on the 
21st Jan. 1810. 

I shall attend to your Lordship’s instructions of the 3tl inst., in case it 
should he necessary to embark tlie army from Portugal. Your Lordsliip 
will observe, however, from the course of the enemy’s recent operations, 
which will be reported to you by this occasion, the probability that he 
will proceed in the first instance to endeavor to complete the conquest of 
the south of Spain ; and in the event of succeeding in that object, so fw 
as to obtain possession of Cadiz, I conclude that it is not wished that I 
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should, in case of the evacuation of Portugal, proceed with the army 
embarked in its transports off Cadiz. 

I also beg to draw the attention of His Majesty’s government to a fact 
respecting the harbour of Cadiz which has been stated to me, and which 
deserves their attention, and further inquiry from the officers of the navy, 
as being likely to influence their measures respecting Cadiz, even sup- 
posing that place should hold out till after the time at which the British 
army should evacuate Portugal. I understand that the channel by which 
large ships are obliged to enter and go out of the port of Cadiz lies to the 
northward, and is protected and commanded by the fire of the batteries on 
that side of the harbour, and by no means by that of the fort of Cadiz 
itself. These batteries had not been destroyed, or even disarmed, when I 
was at Cadiz in November, and 1 have not heard that they have yet been 
disarmed, although I have suggested through a third person to Gen. Ve- 
negas the expediency of disarming them, if he expected from the British 
navy any assistance in the defence of the place. Whether these batteries 
are destroyed and disarmed or not, it is obvious that if the only channel, 
which can be used by large ships, is on the north side of the entrance, the 
enemy will have the command of it during any operations which may be 
carried on at Cadiz. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiera. Visea, 30th Jan. 1810. 

I have just received your letter of tlie 25th Jan., desiring that I will state 
to Dom M. Forjaz in what way I wish the government to act in respect 
to provisions. I beg to refer you to many letters which I have written to 
you in respect to provisions for the Portuguese army, particularly to my 
official letters of the 9th and 12th Jan. 

In respect to the money concerns, and all the points on which I have 
ventured to give them advice, I beg to refer you to my dispatches to 
them ; in which you will see that they have not adopted any one measure 
that I have recommended to them, either for the improvement of their 
financial concerns, or for the support of the efficiency and authority of 
their government, or for the efficiency of their army. I propose to send 
tliese last letters home, in order to show that I at least advised them 

It WM impossible for Mr. Phillips, or any other dealer, to depend upon 
the changes of determination in the Portuguese government ; and I ordered 
the ComWary Gen. to take his wheat, which I was very sure would be 
required sooner or later. I do not know what advantage the Junta de 
Viveres would derive from making the bargain themselves, more parti- 
cularly as Mr. Phillips gives the wheat at the lowest price at which wheat 
of the same kind can be purchased, I have desired the Commissary Gen. 
to give all that shall be purchased from Mr. Phillips to the person you 
wiU order to receive it, upon getting your receipt, either for so much 
wheat specifying the cost, according to the Commissariat arrangement, or 
for so’much money, being the price to be paid to Mr. 

In respect to the difficulty mentioned m your letter of the 26th, 1 hope 
that Adm. Berkeley will see the propriety of taking off the emMrgo he 
has laid upon die corn, as there is no doubt that the Commissary Gen, can 
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settle Mr. Phillips’s debt to the Transport office in tlio mode pointed out 
by you. I certainly understood from Mr. Phillips that he had in the har- 
bour of Lisbon as much as three million pounds of wheat, and some barley, 
which he engaged to give for bills upon England, not to be negotiated at 
Lisbon, Gibraltar, or Cadiz, excepting a small sum of money required at 
Lisbon for e.xpenses incurred there. I imagine that Mr. Phillips has not 
deceived me. 

I have also received your letter of the 26th inst., stating your belief 
that more money might be obtained at Cadiz for bills ; and I am happy to 
find that you propose to send a person there to see whether ‘ greater activity 
and exertion’ would not procure more money. It appears to me, that na 
Mr. Duif gets half per cent, for all he gets, he has as great a stimulus for 
‘ activity and exertion,’ if these qualities could procure money for bills 
any where, as any agent con have. However, your secret agent will report 
to you tlie state of the cose ; and I trust that if you should find that we arc 
not well served there, you will take the management of the whole money 
concern into your own bands. 

It is desirable, however, that, until you shall have been convinced 
by the inquiries of your secret agent, that Mr, Duff does not manage 
the business to advantage, our existing arrangements at Cadiz should 
not be disturbed. 

To Brii;. Gen, R. Cniafurd. Vintti, .llsl: .Tan. ISIO. 

I am going for a few days to look about mo at Torres Vedras j but you 
will continue to direct every thing to me here, and Gon. Sherbrooke will 
read and forward to rue your coramunicutions. 

I don’t think that the enemy is likely to molest us et present j but I 
am desirous of maintaining the Coo, unless he should collect a very large 
force, and obviously intends to set seriously to work on the invasion of 
Portugal. If tliat should bo the case, I do not propose to maintain the 
Coa, or that you should risk any thing for that purpose ; and I beg you to 
retire gradually to Celorico, where you will be joined by Gen. Cole’s 
division. From Celorico I propose that you should retire gradually along 
the valley of tire Mondego, upon Sir J. Sherbrooke’s division, and other 
troops which will be there. If you ehould quit the Coa, bring the hussars 
with you. 

I mention this in writing in case of accidents duiing my absence, wbicli, 
however, I do not think likely to occur. 

P.S. If you should withdraw from the Coa, bring with you the 12tli 
Portuguese regt., which is in the villages on your right, having been sent 
out of the garrison of Almeida. 

To Col. M'Malioii.* Visoii, 01«t Jon. 1810. 

I received your letter of yesterday’s date. 1 had received directions 
from the Commander in Chief to give you leave of absence if you wore 
indisposed, which I am happy to find is not the case j and yon must be 
aware that the situation of affairs in Portugal will not allow of your absence 
at present. 

in fte'^rtu^uaie^ann'" K.C.B., tlien conunimding a brigade of iufautrj 
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Marshal Beresford informed me that he intended to move your brigade 
from Lamego, but he did not state to what place; and I request of you, 
when you shall receive his orders, to make known to Lieut. Gen. Sir .1. C. 
Sherbrooke, who will be here, their purport, and at what time you will 
carry them into execution. 

To Lieut. Gen, Sir J. Sherbrooke, K.B, Viseu, 3Ist Jan. 1310. 

I enclose you a memorandum of the points to which I wish you to attend 
in case the enemy should collect in our front for the purpose of attacking 
us during my absence. I think that you had better not have any commu- 
nication with Gen. Bacellar, or any of the Portuguese officers, on the 
points in this memorandum previous to the time at which it will be neces- 
sary to execute them. 

I have desired Campbell to give you all letters for me from the front, 
which you will open and then forward to me by a messenger whom I have 
desired should be sent from Viseu every evening, if there should he any 
letters for him to carry. 

P.S. Enclosed I send you my route as far as I have settled it : Feb. 1, 
Coimbra; 2, Leiria; 3, Alcobaqa; 4, Obidos or Caldas ; 5, Torres Vedras. 

Memorandum, left with Liqut. Oen. Sir J. Sherbrooke, K.B. Viseu, Slst Jon. 1810. 

The object of the position at present occupied by the army is : 

1st; to defend the entrance into Portugal at the probable point of attack 
by the enemy. 

2dly ; to he in the situation to act offensively for the relief of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, if the enemy should make an attack upon that place, and it 
should be deemed expedient to make any movement for its relief. 

3dly j to be in the situation to act offensively upon a more extensive 
scale in Castille, by way of diversion for the ollies, if the relative state of 
the forces of the enemy and of the allies should permit such an operation 
without risk to the British army. 

The 3d division, at Pinhel, occupies the lower part of the Coa, and the 
cavalry have posts of observation even upon the Agueda. The 4th divi- 
sion has a post at the bridge of Castello Bom, at Ponte de Sequeiros, and 
at Rapoula de Coa, the principal passages over the upper Coa. This 
position is perfectly secure from surprise, more particularly as Gen. Cole 
has been directed to have another post of observation at Alfaiates ; the 
Duque del Parque’s army, which was in the Sierra de Gata, being ordered 
to cross the Tagus into Estremadura. 

It is desirable that we should not lose possession of the Coa, particularly 
to a -TTuill corps ; but as I have no intention to maintain the possession of 
the Coa if the enemy should collect a large army in that quarter, Gen. 
Cole and Gen, Craufttrd will retire with their divisions and the hussars, 
&c., if they should find that the enemy has collected a large army, and 

cross the Mondego to Celorico. _ . n at. 

When the enemy sliall begin to collect for this operation, Gen. Sher- 
brooke will cross the Mondego by Ponte de Fiaes ; the troops at Man- 
gualde by Ponte de Palheiros, and the whole will proceed to Pinhanqos, 
which is 6 leagues in rear of Celorico. 
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If the enemy should continue to ndvance, Gen. Colo and Gen. Craufurd 
will retire gradually by the valley of the Mondego, as will Gen, Sher- 
broolte, till the whole shall assemble at Ponte da Murcclhi, holding the 
height of Moita as an advanced post. 

When Gen. Sherbrooke shall make his movement across the Mondego, 
he is to send orders to tlie Portuguese troops at Coimbra to march to 
Ponte da Murcella, or to the villages in the i-oar of the Sorni do Sabogii j 
to Gen. Blunt, at Figueira, to march his brigade to Coimbra, and thence 
to Moalhada ; or direct to Mealhada, if there should ho a road, from 
whence ho is to occupy the pass between Mealhada and Martagoa, near 
the convent of Busaco ; to the Portuguese troops at Leiria to move up to 
Ponte da Murcella. 

Gen. Blunt must have with Mm a Portuguese brigade of artillery from 
Condeixa, and tlie remainder of the Portuguese artillei'y must he ordered 
to the Ponte da Murcella. 

The 6 and 9 pounders in the British reserve artillery must he embarked 
in boats on the Mondego at Coimbra, and sent up to Foz d’Alva, and the 
horses will move direct to Ponte da Murcella. 

Gen. Baccllar must be directed to order all the boats on the Mondego 
to go below Foz d’Alva ; to have all tljo bridges on die Mondego broken 
up ; viz., between Fornos and Jun 9 al, Ponte Noyo ; near Villa Franca, 
Ponte de Cabra, Ponte de Palheiros, Ponte Novo ; near Carvalhal, Ponte 
de Fiaes j and to order out and collect the militia and the orileuanza, to 
move the former across the Criz, and to employ the latter in annoying the 
enemy in every situation in which it may be practicable ; to destroy the 
bridge near Fail over die Viseu j also the Ponte Pedrinha, over the river 
d’Asno, and that at Ferreroz, over the same river. lie shoidd likewise 
direct the owners of carts and carriages in the country evacuated, of which 
he has the list, and die inhabitants, to move off with dioir property 
towards Oporto. The British magazine at Foz Dno, upon the Mondego, 
should he moved to Foz d’Alva, upon the same river. 

There is a brigade of Portuguese infantry at present at Lamogo, under 
the command of Col. M'Mahon, which, however, were to bo moved farther 
to the rear, and I do not recollect to what station. If dioy should not ho 
moved before the necessity of collecting the array should occur, they must 
march from Lamego by Viseu, to the Ponte de Fikos, on the Mondego, 
where they will cross that river, and they are to bo in the rear of Gen. 
Sherbrooke’s division at Pinhamjos. If dioy should have marched, they 
must receive directions, in the case supposed, to proceed by Coimbra to 
die villages in the rear of the Serra de Saboga. Col. M’Mahon is directed 
to let Gen. Sherbrooke know when he shall receive orders to march, and 
to what point. 


To Lieut Gen. Hill. Viseu, Slst Jan. 1810. 

I received this morning your letter of the 2gdi inst. I had already, 
when I wrote to you, thought of sending some cavalry to Montalvao. 
But adverting to the difficulty of feeding diom any whore, and to the 
expediency of keeping the regiments collected, I preferred, in the first 
mstance, that you should send to MontalvSo only an officer. When the 
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enemy shall pass the Tagus, or penetrate the mountains, however, it may 
he desirable to station some cavalry at Montalvao; and you will then send 
either British or Portuguese, as you may think proper. 

In respect to the bridge at Villa Velha, its preservation is important, 
either to enable me to cross the Tagus to you, by the shortest route, cer- 
tainly, for some of my divisions ; or to enable you to cross the Tagus by 
the shortest road to some stations in which I might requh-e your assistance, 
and it might be consistent with other objects for you to give it to me. 
We know from experience, that but few troops could pass the river at a 
time by means of a flying bridge, and these only with great inconvenience. 

I am aware of the difiBculty of removing the boats of that bridge, and of 
the probable chance of failure, and, Aerefore, I recommend that you 
should at once make up your mind to destroy them, when it shall be 
necessary ; and that you should fill them with combustibles, or take such 
other measures as you may think necessary to insure that object in a short 
space of time. If the boats should be destroyed, I will, of course, pay 
for them. 

I am going to-morrow to make a reconnaissance towards Torres Vedras, 
&c., and I enclose my route, and request you to write to me to those 
places, if you should have any thing important to communicate. I will 
apprise you of my further movements. 

To the Rail of Liverpool. Viseu, 3Ist Jsji. 1810. 

The enemy’s troops, which I informed you in my dispatch of the 24th 
inst. had been collected in La Mancha, with the exception of Marshal 
Soult’s coiqis, which I have reason to believe has been detached to the 
left, obtained possession of the Despena Perros, the principal pass in the 
Sierra Morena, on the 20th inst, on which night their head quarters were 
fixed at La Carolina. 

I have not yet received an account of the mode in which they effected 
this operation. They had made different movements along the whole 
front of the Sierra, from Montizon to Almaden, beUveen the 1 4th and 20th, 
and had penetrated with their right as far as Hinojosa, and afterwards to 
Pozo Blanco. I have also reason to believe that they had gained ground 
on their left and in the centre, which it was important for the Spaniards 
to hold ; hut that no opposition was given, or even a shot fired in all these 
operations, which have ended in the possession by the French of the passes 
of the Sierra Morena. 

Since the 20th, the French advance had been near Cordova, probably 
from their right at Pozo Blanco, but had retired again ; and I have not 
received intelligence of the movement of the head quarters from La 
Carolina. Neither have I heard of the movements of the Spanish army 
under Gen. Areyzaga since he quitted La Cai'olina on the 20th. 

The Duque de Alburquerque, after leaving 4500 men on the Gnadiana, 
destined to form the garrison of Badajoz, which troops entered Badajoz 
on the 26th inst., intended to interrupt the operations of the right of the 
French army, by making an attack upon them by Agudo. The French, 
however, having possession of that point, and having already pushed their 
patroles as far as Hinojosa through the mountains, he was apprehensive 
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that he should bo too late unless h6 passed them likewise j and lie went 
by Guadalcanal and Cantillana to Carmona, where ho was on the 24tli. 

The Duqne del Parque was ordered by die Central Junta on die 21 st 
to cross the Tagus, and move into Bstromadura to join the Duque de 
Alburquerqua’s corps. I learned from him, by a letter of the 24di, that 
he proposed to carry this order into c.vecutioii ; but I have not yet heard 
that he had moved. 

My last accounts from Badajoz are of the 21111. The Central Junta 
had quitted Seville, and had gone to die lain dc Leon, and had given over 
to the Junta of Seville the charge of defending die province of Andalusia. 
This Junta had proposed to that of Badajoz to consider of the appoint- 
ment .of a regency, which subject diey had immediately taken into tlieir 
consideration. 

Your Lordship will have observed, from the movements and operations 
which I have above detailed to you, that it is the enemy’s intention to 
endeavor to obtain possession of the south of Spain ,■ and 1 have no doubt 
that in a short time they will be in possession of Seville, and tlie arsenals, 
magazines, and manufactures of arms, &c., which had been established in 
that city. The uncertainty which has attended all the operations of the 
wav in the Peninsula, particularly those which have heon carried on hit- 
terly, renders it impossible to form any opinion whollior die Spanish 
armies will give the enemy any opposition in die execudmi of these plans, 
or to calculate upon the effect which any opposition they Iiave in their 
power to give might produce. 

Tliere is no doubt that if the enemy’s reinforcements have not yet mi- 
tered Spain, and are not considerably advanced witliiii the Spanish fron- 
tiers, the operation which they have undertaken is one of some riskj 
and I have maturely considered of the means of making a lUvorsioii in 
favor of the allies, which might oblige the enemy to reduce his force 
in Andalusia, and would expose him to risk and loss in this quarter. But 
the circumstances which are detailed in the enclosed copy of a letter to 
Mr. Frere have obliged me to refrain from attempting tliis operation at 
present. I have not, however, given up all thoughts of it ; and I propose 
to carry it into execution hereafter, if circumstances should permit. 

The passes of the Sierra Morena being lost, and the defeat and disper- 
sion of the Spanish armies being the probable consequence of any action 
in which their imprudence or even necessity or expediency may involve 
them, I am desirous that His Majesty’s goverament should eoiisidei-, and 
should instruct me on the line to be adopted in Portugal on the state of 
affairs which will then exist in the Peninsula. 

It is probable that, although the armies may be lost, and the principal 
Juntas and authorities of the provinces may be dispersed, tlic war of par- 
tisans may continue. Cadiz may possibly still hold out, and the Centi-al 
Junta may continue in existence in that town, altliough without authority, 
as the French armies will he in possession of the different provinces in 
which they will be stationed. In tliis supposed state of affairs, Portugal 
will have remained untouched; the enemy having evidently preferred the 
line of operations by the left of tlie Peninsula to that by the right, which 
I supposed in my letter of the 14th Nov. he would adopt. 
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His Majesty’s government are informed of the military situation and 
resources of Portugal. If arms can be supplied for the militia, there is 
no doubt that there will be in this country not loss than a gross force of 

90.000 men, regularly organised, besides the whole armed population of 
the country, and the British army. 

Since the restoration of the government by H. R. II. the Prince Regent, 
there is no doubt that much has been done, particularly in the last nine 
months, towards the enrolment, organisation, and equipment of this large 
force ; but much still remains to be done, with very insufficient means, to 
render tliat part of this force which consists of militia (being not less than 

50.000 men) equal to a contest with the enemy for the possession of this 
country ; and even if all that is required in this respect wore accomplished, 
there would be wanting throughout this whole army military experience, 
and that confidence in themselves and in their officers which can result 
only from experience. 

When the affairs of Spain shall be brought to the state which I have 
above described, and when all regular resistance shall cease, there will 
exist no probability of a renewal of the contest in that country on such a 
scale as to afford any chance of a successful result, notwithstanding that 
the possession of each of the parts of it may be precarious, and may de- 
pend upon the strength of the French armed force maintained within it ; 
and that the possession of the whole may he a burden rather than an 
advantage to the French government. 

The question will then arise, whether the continuation of the contest 
will ‘ afford any reasonable prospect of advantage against the common 
enemy, or of benefit to His Majesty’s allies.’ 

From what I have above stated, your Lordship will observe that it is 
impossible for me to calculate, upon any certain grounds, on the degree 
of assistance in the defence of this countiy which we shall receive from 
the Portuguese troops. We have done every thing for the regulars that 
discipline could do, which has been extended to the militia as far as the 
government could afford the expense of keeping these corps embodied ; 
and the regulars have been armed and equipped as far as the means of 
the country would go, the militia being in the state already known to 
your Lordship. There is no doubt also of their general detestation of the 
French government, of their loyalty to their Prince, of their confidence 
in us, and of their determination, as individuals, to do the utmost in the 
cause. But still the operations of these troops cannot be calculated upon 
as they might be if more inured to war, and if they or their officers had 
any military experience, or if the majority of their officers were of a 
different description. 

Adverting, then, to the probability, in the case supposed likely to exist, 
that the whole or the greater part of the French army in Spain will be 
disposable to be thrown upon this country, I should be glad to know 
whether it is the wish of His Majesty’s government that an effort should 
be made to defend this country to the last; or whether, as soon as I shall 
find affairs in Spain in the state in which I have above described, I shall 
turn my mind seriously to the evacuation of the country, and to the em- 
barkation of as large a body of people, military as well as others, as I can 
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cniry away. Wlmtever may be the decision of tlio govcrnnioiit niion this 
subject, and. whatever may be tlie force with whicli tlic atiomy sliall in- 
vade Portugal, I am of opinion that in all events I shall bo able to bring 
away the British army. 

There is another point also upon which I wish to have an explanation 
of tlie intentions of His Majesty’s government. 

In the insti-uctions from Lord Castlcrcagh of the 3d April, I was ordered 
‘ to detach an adequate force,’ for the purpose of ‘ making every effort to 
assist in the preservation of Cadiz, if Mr. Frcrc should at any time notify 
to me the actual consent of Uie Spanish govonmont to admit a British 
garrison into that place.’ I still consider that paragraph of my original 
instructions to he in force, and I shall act accordingly, if the supposed 
case should occur; hut I am desirous of having His Majesty’s wishes upon 
that part of the subject at present. 

To tlio Sort of Liverpool. Visen, Slht Jan. IRIO. 

Your Lordship will have observed, from my private eommunieation.s, 
that I had already adverted to the subject referred to in your Lordship’s 
dispatch of the 4th inst. I have no doubt lliat some, possibly a large pro- 
portion, of the Portuguese troops, will be desirous of wilhilrawing frojn 
Portugal at the time this country sliall ho cvmnmti'd by the British army ; 
but it is impossible to devise any mode by which information can he ac- 
quired, or any ostiinalc can he formed, of Ihe numbers wbieh would bn 
likely to go. It may ho c,xpnctcd, however, that tliesn mnnbers would 
depend in some dogroo upon the objects liold nut to Iho troops for the 
future ; and as they have generally a great ohjectiim to einbarldng in 
ships, upon the nature of the accommodation afforded to them. 

My dispatch of the 14th Nov., and its ciielosiire.s, will have pointed out 
to your Lordship tlio general nature of the operalion.H which it is probable 
will be carried on by the enemy in Portiigal. I have no doubt that he 
will have a corps on each side of the Tagus, and that ho will occupy the 
left hank of that river from Almadti to its mouth, at the sumo time tliat 
he will attack us on the right bank. Indeed, his recent operations in La 
Mancha show that he proposes to complete the conquest of the south of 
Spain, or at all events to insure it before he will commence hi-s attack 
upon Portugal ; and in that cose it is probable that tlie ]irineipal attack 
will he made by Alentojo, although probably the operations, wliich must 
have for their object the possession of Lisbon, will end on the right bank, 
a large corps being still kept on the left of the river. If I should be right 
in this conjecture, it will he obvious to your Lordship that it would be 
impossible for any proportion of the Portuguese troops to make their 
retreat into Algarve. 

The Borlings would afford no provisions, or oven water, for any number 
of men. Sir C. Cotton was obliged to supply the marines stationed by 
him on those rocks with woter from the fleet emphiynd in the blockade of 
the Tagus ; and I fear that the voyage from the Tagus to the Bayona Islands 
in craft would be considered too long, even for persons more accustomed 
than the Portuguese soldiers are to maritime expeditions, and under more 
pressing obligations to emhoi'k than they can be supposed to he. 
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I am convinced that the mode in which it will be possible to prevail 
upon the largest number of them to embark will be to have for tlieir re- 
ception ships of the same description, supplied in the same manner with 
provisions, &c., as for the British army ; and although from circumstance.? 
it may not be possible for His Majesty’s government to station in the 
Tagus a sufficient number of transports for this purpose, it may be pos- 
sible to station there, or to have there at the moment the embarkation of 
the army might become expedient, a large fleet of ships of the line. 

There are several Portuguese ships in the Tagus, which might be applied 
to the purpose of receiving troops; hut it would be iinpnssii)le to employ 
them in this manner without considerable previous preparation, which 
would of course discover the object ; and it would probably he entirely 
frustrated by early discovery. It is also probable that the members of 
the government, and tlie principal families, and even many of the inha- 
bitants of the country, all at least who showed any active hostility against 
the Fi’ench upon their departure from Lisbon, would wish to quit the 
country when the British army should withdraw from it; and all this 
description of persons would naturally look to the Portuguese ships as the 
means of tlieir removal. Their application to the accommodation of the 
Portuguese army for their removal, which would deprive these persons 
not only of all hopes of getting away themselves, hut of the means of 
making even tolerable terms with the French by capitulation, would of 
course be resisted by the whole of this class; and the equipment of the 
ships probably entirely prevented. 

I would therefore recommend to His Majesty’s government to make 
their naval arrangements in such a manner as to have a large fleet of ships 
of the line in the Tagus at the period of the evacuation of Portugal. I 
would likewise recommend to them to authorise the British Minister at 
Lisbon to communicate confidentially with the Portuguese government 
upon the possible necessity of evacuating Portugal, particularly in case 
resistance should cease in Spain ; and upon the measures to be adopted to 
put the ships in the Tagus in such a state as to carry off all those who 
should be desirous of quitting the country. 

As an additional measure, I propose to strengthen the works of Peniche 
and of Setuval, and to provision the former. It might be possible for a 
large number of persons to take shelter at Peniche, and to reach that place 
even in boats from the Tagus and other parts on the coasts; and they 
could afterwards be embarked from Peniche without much difficulty, as 
occasion might offer. 

From what I have above stated, your Lordship will observe that I do 
not imagine that any large number of the troops would be induced to 
embark in craft, even to go to Peniche ; but some might, and many of the 
people of the country might avail themselves of this resource ; and I ima- 
gine that, without incurring much expense, the works of Peniche can be 
put in such a state as that that place could not be taken for a considerable 
length of time. Setuval could not be secured so easily or so effectually ; 
but it might for a time. 

It is very desirable that for these as for other objects the number of 
officers of engineers with the army should be increased, as we have not 
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carry away. Whatever may bo llic ilecisioii of the giivermuont upon tJiia 
subject, and whatever may be tlie force with which tlie enemy shall in- 
vade Portugal, 1 am of opinion diat in all events I shall be able to bring 
away the British army. 

There is another point also upon which I wish to have an explanation 
of tlie intentions of His Majesty’s government. 

In the instructions from Lord Castlerongh of the .3d April, I was ordered 
‘ to detach an adequate force,’ for the purpose of ‘ making every oflbrt to 
assist in tim preservation of Cadiz, if Mr. Frere should at any time notify 
to me the actual consent of tlio Spanish govcrnniont to admit a British 
garrison into that place.’ I still consider that paragraph of my original 
instructions to be in force, and I shall act accordingly, if the supposed 
case should occur; but I am desirous of having His Majesty’s wishes upon 
that part of the subject at present. 

To tlio Eui-l of Iiiverpool. Viaeu, 31st .Tiin. ISIO. 

Your Lordship will have observed, from my private communications, 
that I had already adverted to the subject referred to in your Lordship’s 
dispatch of the 4th inst. I liave no doubt that some, pos.sibly a large pro- 
portion, of the Portuguese troops, will bn dosirons of withdrawing front 
Portugal at the time this country shall bn evacuated by Ihn Britwh army ; 
but it is impossible to doviso any mode by which information can ho ac- 
quired, or any ostiniato can bo formed, of tlio nuinhcrB wliicb would bo 
likely to go. It may be expected, liowover, lliat these numbers wmihl 
depend in some degree upon Ibo objects held out to Um troops for the 
future ; and as they have generally a great objection to omburlung in 
ships, upon tlie nature of tlio accommodiitiiiu afl'nrdod In them. 

My dispatclj of llic 14tli Nov., and its enclosures, will liiive pointed out 
to your Lordsliip the general nature of the operalions which it is probahlc 
will be carried on by the enemy in Portugal. 1 have no doubt that ho 
will have a corps on each side of tlie Tagus, and that he will oceujiy tlie 
left bonk of that river fronj Almadii to its moulli, at the sumo time that 
ho will attack us on the right bonk. Indeed, his recent operations in La 
Mancha show that he proposes to complete the conquest of the south of 
Spain, or at all events to insuro it before he will emumnnee his attack 
upon Portugal ; and in that case it is probable that tlie jirincipal attack 
will he made by Alentojo, although probably the operations, which must 
have for their object the possession of Lisbon, will end on the right bank, 
a large corps being still kept on the left of the river. If I should be right 
in this conjecture, it will be obvious to your Lordship that it would be 
impossible for any proportion of the Portuguese troops to make their 
retreat into Algarve. 

The Berlings would afford no provisions, or oven water, for any numher 
of men. Sir 0. Cotton was obliged to supply the marines stationed by 
him on those rooks with water from the fleet employed in the blockade of 
the Tagus ; and I fear that the voyage from tlio 'ragus to the Ilayomi Islands 
in craft would be considered too long, even for persons moro accustomed 
than the Portuguese soldiers are to maritime expeditions, and under moro 
pressing obligations to embark tlion they can be supposed to be. 
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I am convinced that the mode in which it will be possible to prevail 
upon the largest number of them to embark will be to have for their re- 
ception ships of the same description, supplied in the same manner with 
provisions, &c., as for the British army j and although from circumstances 
it may not be possible for His Majesty’s government to station in the 
Tagus a sufficient number of transports for this purpose, it may be pos- 
sible to station there, or to have there at the moment the embarkation of 
the army might become expedient, a large fleet of shijw of the line. 

There are several Portuguese ships in the Tagus, which might be applied 
to the purpose of receiving troops ; but it would be impossible to employ 
them in this manner without considerable previous preparation, which 
would of course discover the object ; and it would probably be entirely 
frustrated by early discovery. It is also probable that the members of 
the government, and the principal families, and even many of the inha- 
bitants of the country, all at least who showed any active hostility against 
the French upon their departure from Lisbon, would wish to quit the 
country when the British army should withdraw from it; and all this 
description of persons would naturally look to the Portuguese ships as the 
means of their removal. Their application to the accommodation of the 
Portuguese army for their removal, which would deprive these persons 
not only of all hopes of getting away themselves, but of the means of 
making even tolerable terms with the French by capitulation, would of 
course be resisted by the whole of this class; and the equipment of the 
ships probably entirely prevented. 

I would therefore recommend to His Majesty’s government to make 
their naval aiTangements in such a manner as to have a large fleet of ships 
of the line in the Tagus at the period of the evacuation of Portugal. I 
would likewise recommend to them to authorise the British Minister at 
Lisbon to communicate confidentially with the Portuguese government 
upon the possible necessity of evacuating Portugal, particularly in case 
resistance should cease in Spain ; and upon the measures to be adopted to 
put the ships in the Tagus in such a state as to carry off all those who 
should be desirous of quitting the country. 

As an additional measure, I propose to strengthen the works of Penicbe 
and of Setuval, and to provision the former. It might be possible for a 
large number of persons to take shelter at Pcniche, and to reach that place 
even in boats from the Tagus and other parts on the coasts; and they 
could afterwards be embarked from Peniche without much difficulty, as 
occasion might offer. 

From what I have above stated, your Lordship will observe that I do 
not imagine that any large number of the troops would be induced to 
embark in craft, even to go to Peniche ; but some might, and many of the 
people of the country might avail themselves of this resource ; and I ima- 
gine that, without incurring much expense, the works of Peniche can be 
put in such a state as that that place could not be taken for a considerable 
length of time. Setuval could not be secured so easily or so effectually ; 
but it might for a time. 

It is very desirable that for these as for otlier objects the number of 
officers of engineers with the army should be increased, as we have not 
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now more than a sufficient number to execute the works already ordered 
in the positions to be eventually taken up by tho army, and we have none 
to spare for others. 


77ie A.Q. to Major LMtny, Rlrat. 1st Foil. 3810. 

I am instructed to cull your attention to the payment of llio convali'suenta, wliicli, 
ns it now stanils, is ii service of the extraordiimvics of tin) iinny. The Dep. I’ay- 
mnster Gcii. has made it appe.ar to the Conimnnder of tlic Forces that this dis> 
biu'semcnt might be more regularly classed with the ordiniiries. 

It is his Excellency’s plua.siire Dint Diis expenditure be transferred from the first 
to the-liist named class of accounts, which you will do liy passing tlie receipt given 
to Mr. Pratt for the sum already received for this service, to the possession of the 
resident Paymaster at Elvas, and consequently requiring tho resident Paymaster 
to give bis receipt to the officer of the Commissariat department fur tho same 
amount. 

7!l« A.Q, to Capt, ATeackam, Coimbra, 2d Feh. 1810. 

Your letters of the 23d and 28th ult. have been submitted to the consideration 
of the Commander of the Forces. I am in consequence directed to acquaint yon, 
it is not conceived the distance from Coimbra to the cantonments requires your 
having ailditioiiid accounts for the accommodation of the officers; they must, 
tlierefore, receive their pay os usual from iheu- regiments. 

Lord Wellington mitliori-sos your obtaining a supply of mats for the comfort of 
the convalescents, for which you will send hi a requisition to tho resident Com- 
missary at Coimbra; and pray take every means to have these pix'served, ns there 
may be difflcnlly in replacing any deficiency. The groat scarcity of straw lias pre- 
vented his Lordship giving orders for the supply of that article. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Lciria, .Id Fob. 1810. 

I have received your letter of the .Tlst Jau., and I can assure yon that I 
have nothing more to say to Mr, Phillips, than to purchase from him his 
grain. It is not certain that I shall go to Lisbon, and if I do, it will be 
only for one night ; and I am afraid Uiat there will not be much time for 
business. I sliall therefore be much obliged to you if you will communicate 
to me your wishes, on the points on which you desire to speak to mo, as 
soon as it shall be convenient to you. 

To J. Murray, Esq,, Commissary General. Lciria, .?d Fcli. 1810. 

I am afraid that the gentlemen of the Commissariat, on this road, either 
do not understand, or have not received your instructions in respect to the 
use of the covered carriages, English and Spanish ; as the carriages here 

and at Pombal are doing notliing ; and Mr, wbo is bero, tells me 

that he has no instructions respecting the mode in which they are to be 
used. It is desirable tbat the plan of wlucb I gave you a memorandum at 
Coimbra, about 3 weeks ago, for the use of these carriages, should be car- 
ried into execution without loss of time. 

P.S. I have a letter from Mr. Villiers, in which he suggests, that as many 
persons, having money which they may be willing to give up for liills 
upon England, may be gone to Ayaraonte, it would be desirable to scud an 
intelligent person there to endeavor to get what may ho got there. I wish 
that you would advert to this circumstance, and send somebody to Aya- 
monte for the purpose proposed. I also request yon to have an account 
made out of all our receipts for bills and otherwise in Decomber and 
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January, in order that we may know what the Portuguese fourth will 
amount to, and that we may pay it. 

Tu Bri|{. Gen. R. Cmufurd. Obidos, 4rti Feb. ISIO. 

I wrote to you a letter from Viseu on the 31st, which I have just heard 
has been stolen from the man who carried it, the purport of which was to 
apprise you of my intentions and wishes, in case the enemy should attack 
this country. 

As my views, in the position which the army now occupy, are to take 
the offensive in case of the occurrence of certain events, I wish not to lose 
the possession of the Coa; and I am anxious therefore that you and Gen. 
Cole should maintain your positions upon tliat river, unless you should 
find that the enemy collect a force in Castille which is so formidable as to 
manifest a serious intention of invading Portugal; in which case it is not 
my intention to maintain the line of the Coa. In this case I wish that, if 
you find it necessary, you should retire gradually to Celorico, where 
you will be joined by the 4th division and the hussars ; and botli, when 
necessary, are to withdraw gradually by the valley of the Mondego towards 
Pinhan^os, where they will find the 1st division, under Sir J. Sherbrooke, 
and then to the Ponte da Murcella. If you should find it necessary to 
withdraw from the positions you now occupy upon the Coa, I beg of you 
to bring with you the 12th Portuguese regt., which has been removed 
from the garrison of Almeida. 

I am not sure that this letter adverts to all the points mentioned in my 
last, which was written with my papers, &c. before me. As I have not 
the same advantage at present, I beg that in case of any difference between 
this letter and that which I wrote to you before, you will consider that 
which I wrote to you on the 31st Jan., if you should receive it, as the 
guide for your conduct. 

P.S. I hope to be with the army again in a few days ; but it is really 
necessary that you should have in writing the instructions which this letter 
contains, now lliat I am so for from you. 

To Major Goo. the Hon. W. Stewart. Torres Veilras, 6th Feb. 1810. 

The existing government of Spain having called upon me to assist them 
with troops for the defence of Cadiz, I have to request that, in obedience 
to His Majesty’s instructions, you will embark in command of the 2 com- 
panies of artiilery lateiy arrived from England, the 79th, 94th, and 3d 
batt. 87th regts,, and proceed to Cadiz, where you will land and co-operate 
in the defence of the place, by every moans in your power. 

I enclose a letter for Mr. Frere, containing certain conditions which I 
wish should be made with the government, previous to the landing of the 
troops under your command ; but I consider the defence of Cadiz to be 
so important to His Majesty’s interests, that I beg you will not delay the 
disembarkation of the troops under your command till these conditions 
shall be complied with, if you should find that the place has actually 
been attacked. 

You will take with you camp equipage for the corps under your com- 
mand, and a reserve of musket ammunition, amounting to 100 rounds for 
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each man, besides the 60 rounds wbicb each man must have with him. 
You will report to me by every opportunity. 

To Vice Adm. tlio Hon. G. Berkeley. Tomes Vodms, 6th Peb. 1810. 

Having received a requisition from Mr. Frero to iwsist the Spanish 
government with troops for the defence of Cadiz, I liavo ordered Major 
Gen. the Hon. W. Stewart to embark with the ‘2 companies of the artillery 
lately arrived at Lisbon, the '79th, 94-th, and 2d batl. Bitli regts., for tliat 
place ; and I shall be much obliged to you if you will give directions that 
transports may be furnished to them. 

The A. Q. M. 6. at Lisbon will have directions to communicate with 
the Agent of transports respecting tlie embarkation of those troops ; and 
1 request you to direct tliat the troops lately ai-rived may have the trans- 
ports which brought them out. I also request you to older a suitable 
convoy to proceed with these troops, and to direct that the transports may 
be left with them at Cadiz. 

To Burt. Frew, Esq. Torres Vedins, 6tb Fdi. 1810. 

Having come to this part of Uie country, I have just received from 
Lord Burghersh your letters of the 30th and 31st .Ian.; and 1 have sent 
orders that Major Gen. the Hon. W. Stewart, with 2 companies of artil- 
lery, the '79th, 94th, and 2d batt. 8'7th regts., which arc tlin only troojis 
at present at Lisbon, should embark as soon as possible, and ])rococd to 
Cadiz. 

If the place should actually bo attacked, these troops will land imme- 
diately, and will co-oporate in its defence. If the place should not be 
actually attacked, I am desirous that the following conditions should bo 
made with the government previous to their being landed ; and, at all 
events, they must be stated to the government as those on which I have 
detached them from the army. 

1st; Although they will be under die ordei-s of the governor of Cadiz, 
they must be under the immediate and exclusive command of their own 
commanding officer, who must solely and exclusively determine on all 
points of their discipline, &c. 

2dly , With the exception of the artillery, which it may bo necessary 
to detach to different points, the British troops are to act, as much as 
possible, in a body, although they are, of course, to take Uiair turn in all 
garrison duties. 

3dly ; Ihey, as well as their officers, are to be relieved as often as may 
be deemed proper, by other troops, or withdrawn entirely. 

4thly ; These troops ai-e not to he detached from Cadiz or tlie Isle of 
Leon. 

5thly ; They are to be fed from the Spanish stores, according to the 
ration given to the British troops, of which the commanding officer will 
furnish the governor of Cadiz with a return. 

6thly ; The commanding officer of these troops is to he allowed to have 
a free communication with tlie transports which have taken the troops to 
Cadiz, and lyliich will remain at Cadiz. 
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To Major Gen. the Hon. W. .Stewart. Mafia, 7th Feb. 1810. 

I have just received your letter of the 6th inst. I had already given 
directions that an oflicer of the department of the Adj. Gen. and of the 
Q. M. Gen. respectively should be sent to Cadiz to place themselves under 
your orders; and I propose to send there an officer of the Commissariat, 
and of the Paymaster Gen.’s department. I shall be happy to hear from 
you on any points on which you wish to have my instructions or my opinion. 

It does not appear to me to be necessary to instruct you on any point at 
present, excepting those referred to in my letter to Mr. Frere of the 5th 
inst., which I sent open for your perusal, and of which I request you to 
keep a copy, excepting in the possible case of the approaching reduction 
of Cadiz. From the local situation of Cadiz, it is impossible that the 
enemy should have it in liis power to cut off the retreat of the British 
troops to their ships ; and you will embark tliem before the place shall be 
surrendered. In case of the surrender of Cadiz, you will send the 2d batt. 
Slth regt., and one company of the artillery, to Gibraltar, and you will 
return with the remainder of the troops to Lisbon. 

I cannot sufficiently recommend to you to endeavor to keep up a good 
understanding with the Spanish officers. You will find Gen. Castafios, 
who is at present at the head of the Regency, and Gen. Venegas, who is 
the governor of Cadiz, highly deserving your confidence; as well as 
Gen. "Whittingham, who is an English officer, and who is, I understand, 

at present at Cadiz. I liave received your letter of the ; and 1 shall 

send your brother, Capt. J. Stewart, to Cadiz as your Brigade Major. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Mafia, 7th Feb. 1810. 

I have received your letters of the 29th Jan., and 5th and 6th inst. 

I cannot agree to allow the Commissary Gen. of the British army to 
take upon himself the responsibility of managing the Commissariat of the 
Portuguese troops, for many reasons, into which it is unnecessary to enter* 
The plan under which it is proposed tliat the business should be carried 
on affords one grand reason for refusing to agree to this proposition, viz., 
that it would impose upon Great Britain a large expense, which, under 
existing arrangements, is paid by Portugal. 

I don’t think the mode proposed in the paper enclosed in your letter 
is the best by which the pay of the Portuguese officers can be increased. 
The increase of pay in proportion to the number of men is founded upon 
an erroneous notion that the officers have the power of keeping their regi- 
ments complete ; and if it could operate at all, it would operate to prevent 
the diminution of numbers at the moment, when probably to risk the 
diminution of numbers would be important to the honor as well as to the 
interests of the country. Another objection to the proposed plan is its 
present expense beyond the sum estimated by Marshal Beresford, which 
His Majesty has engaged to supply, viz., £130,000 per annum. When 
* the expense of the increased pay to the Generals and Staff shall be added 
to the sum stated in your estimate, it will far exceed £130,000. 

Marshal Beresford has spoken to me respecting the proportions of the 
money received by the Commissary Gen. of the British army to be paid 
for the expenses of the Portuguese troops. Of course any money the 
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King’s minister chooses to call for he must have ; hut as far as depends 
upon my decision, I propose tlml as lieretoforo the Commissary Gen. 
should pay to your order such proportion of the sums received in oacli 
month, at the end of eacli month, as the amount of the exponses f<u- the 
Portuguese ti'oops to he paid hy His Majesty shall hear to the exponses of 
tlie British and Portuguese armies united. I have also received your 
letter of tlic 3d, 

To Major Gen. tlie Hon. W. Stewurt. Lisbon, Olli Feb. 1810. 

Since I wrote to you on the 'Ith, I have received your letter of the (itit, 
and I am happy to find that the departments at Lisbon have been able to 
supply you with tlie assistance which you required of Staff officers. I 
propose to add to the number an officer of the Medical staff, as soon as I 
can communicate with the Inspector General. 

The officers of the corps of engineers with this army are fully em- 
ployed, and we have not a sufficient number for the duty. I am appre- 
hensive also that you will find the Spanisli cominaridcr at Cadiz by no 
means disposed to attend to the suggestions of a British engineer. If, 
however, you should on your arrival there find an officer of that corps to 
be useful or necessary to you, I beg you to write to Gen. Campbell at 
Gibraltar, and to request him to send you one of those officers of ougineers 
who have been already employed at Cadiz. 

I enclose you a copy of the instructions which I I’cccivod from His 
Majesty’s government on my taking the command in this country, to 
regulate my conduct in all communications with the Spanish and Portu- 
guese governments and their ministers ; and I earnestly rccoinmerul to 
you a strict attention to those instructions. Those instructions, liowcvor, 
are not to prevent your communications witli the governor of Cadiz, Gon. 
Venegas, under whose command you will act. 


Lisbon, Olb Fvi). 1810. 

The iuBtructions alluded to by Lord Wellington are at Visen, and will be for- 
warded by the first opportunity. 

The purport of them is to direct Lord Wellington to make mul to receive all 
communications to and fi'om die ^ranish and Portuguese governments, or tlieir 
ministers, through the British Ambassudurs residing nt these Courts, resjiectivcly. 
Mr. Frere is probably in possession of copies of these instructions. 

Jambs Batiiubbt, Lieut. Col. and Mil. Sec. 

To Major Gen. the Hon. W- Stewart. Lislion, 9tli Feb. 1810. 

The Regency of Portugal having offered the 20th Portuguese regt. for 
the service at Cadiz, I have accepted of their offer, and they will be em- 
barked and sent there in the course of 2 days. I enclose the copy of a 
letter which 1 have written to Mr. Prere niwn tliis subjocl. 

I beg that you will take this regiment under your command ; and I re- 
commend it to your protection. You will find both officers mid soldiers 
obedient mid zealous to carry your wishes into execution, mid sincerely 
attached to the cause of Great Britain. The cuuiinmiding offiticr of the 
regiment will furnish the Assist. Commissary attached to you with the 
statement of the rations which the Portuguese troops arc to receive; and 
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they are to receive them in the same manner as the British troops, 
from the Spanish magazines. 

To Bart. Frere, Esq. Lisljoii, 9th Feb. 1810. 

In addition to the troops already sent from hence, detailed to yon in my 
letter of the 5th inst., the 20th Portuguese regt., having been offered by 
the Regency for this service, will he embarked, and will sail from hence 
immediately. They will likewise be under the command of Major Gen. 
the Hon. W. Stewart, and are to serve in Cadiz under the same conditions 
as the British troops. 

P.S. The strength of the 20th Portuguese regt. is 1300 E. and F. 

To Bart. Frere, Eeq. L'Kbon, 9lli Feb. 1810. 

Since I wrote to you on the 30th Jan. relative to the proposition which 
had been made to you by the late Spanish government, tliat the British 
army should enter Old Castille, I have received a letter from Don F. de 
Saavedra, written upon the same subject, while he was President of the 
Junta of Estremadura, and sent by Col. Alava. As Don F. dc Saavedra 
is one of the members of the Regency, I request you to inform that body 
that r am disposed to do every thing in my power to create a diversion in 
favor of the Spanish nation j and that I considered circumstances to have 
altered so far since I wrote to you on the 30th Jan., by the alteration of 
the government, by the change of the command of the army in Old 
Castille, by the army remaining in that province, and by other circum- 
stances, that I had ordered the British cavalry to commence its march j 
and if 1 should find it practicable and consistent with the instructions 
which I have received from His Majesty’s government, 1 will endeavor to 
alarm the enemy in the centre of Spain. 

The government, however, must not expect that I shall risk the British 
army to effect this object. It must be obvious to them that Spain can 
derive no great advantage from any temporary effect produced by such an 
operation, without great exertion on the part of the government. They 
must also see clearly that, in the present situation of affairs, the occurrence 
of any misfortune to the British army would be fatal to the cause. I trust, 
therefore, that if I should find that circumstances will not permit me to 
undertake an operation which shall create a substantial diversion in their 
favor, the government will be satisfied that I refrain from it only because 
I am unable to undertake it with any reasonable prospect of advantage. 

I beg you likewise to inform them that the assistance which I have sent 
them to Cadiz, which is a diminution of the effective strength of the British 
army, takes away from the means which I had of undertaking this operation. 

To the Earl of Liveipool. Lisbon, 9tb Feb. 1810. 

I-Iis Majesty’s government will have received from Mr. Frere the ac- 
counts of the events which had occurred at Seville and Cadiz between the 
24th and 31st Jan., which have ended in the appointment by the Central 
Junta of Gen. Castaiios, Don F. de Saavedra, the Bishop of Orense, Don 
A. Escano, and Don E. Fernandez to be Regents of Spain ; and you will 
have learned that the seat of this government is at Cadiz. 
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I enclose copies of tlie letters which I have received from Mr. Frere 
upon these subjects. In consequence of those letters, and in conformity 
with what I understood to be His Majesty’s intentions, and from a convic- 
tion that I was doing what was beat for tlio cause, I gave orders, imme- 
diately upon the receipt of Mr. Frere’s letter of the 31st Jan., that the 
•lOth, 94th, and 2d batt. Slth regts., and 2 companies of artillery, being 
all the disposable troops tlieii at Lisbon, should sail for Cadiz mider the 
command of Major Gen. the Hon. W. Stevvwt, 

I enclose copies of the letters wliich I wrote to Gen. Stewart upon that 
occasion and since, and to Mr. Frere upon the subject of this detachment. 
Since I made this detachment, I have received intelligence which I bcliove 
to be true, that the Duque do Alburquerque’s corps, which hod been at 
Carmana on the 24th Jan., and was supposed to have retired acinss the 
Guadalquivir, had retired upon Cadiz, and had actually arrived at Xerez 
on the 1st inst. 

The French had entered Seville on the 1st, and King Joseph oi-rived 
there on the 2d. 

The Spanish corps which had been posted for the defence of the Sierra 
Morena, under Gen. Areyzaga, had separated ; a part of them, tinder the 
General himself, had retired upon Jaen, which had been fortified ; but 
they abandoned it, and the enemy arc now in possession of that town, and 
this part of Areyzaga’s corps are in Granada. Another division retired 
across the Guadalquivir, and arc at Monostcrio in Estremiidura ; and I 
believe a third division have crossed the Guadalquivir at Seville, and have 
gone towards tlie mouth of the Guadiana, with a design of unibavking for 
Cadiz j and a fourth have retired upon the Sierra do Honda. I understand 
that it is the intention of the newly formed Spanish government to en- 
deavor to form armies upon each of those corps ; and tliat Gen. Blake is 
appointed to command the principal corps, which is in Granada. P 

The Marqnes de la Roraana is appointed to command tlie army hitherto 
tmder the command of tlie Duque del Parque; aud ho had proceeded on 
the 5th inst. as far as Badajoz to take the command of it. It had not at 
that time commenced its march to cross the Tagus. 

The Spanish government had, I understand, immediately upon their 
formation, removed the French and Spanish ships from the inner harbour 
to the outer roads of Cadiz, and had destroyed the forts and batteries on 
the northern shore, of the effect of which I informed your Lordship in a 
former dispatch. They also gave immediate orders for the complete de- 
struction of the lines of San Roque. These measures were an additional 
inducement to me to lose no time in sending them the roinforcemonls 
which I had at my command, to which I shall add still further reinforce- 
ments, if I should find them to bo necessary, including a Portuguese regi- 
ment of infantry which the Regency have offered, and I have accepted, for 
this service. 

Your Lordsliip will observe that this situation of affairs in Spain ap- 
proaches to tliat which I thought it probable would soon exist in that 
country, when I addressed you on the .Slat Jan. There is, however, so 
far an improvement, that the Regency have manifested a greater degree 
of confidence and a more conciliatory spirit towards His Majesty’s govern- 
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ment, and a greater regard to His IVIajesty’s interests, than the Central 
Junta. It is composed of persons of integrity, experienced in business 
thoroughly acquainted with the existing situation of affairs in Spain, and 
possessing the confidence of the people. I am apprehensive that these 
persons have been called to the government at too late a period to effect 
much good j but I am convinced that they are disposed to do every thing 
in their power. 

In the mean time we have not heard that the reinforcements of the 
French armies, to any large amount, have arrived in Spain. It would 
appear, from the accounts which I have received, that the corps of Victor, 
Mortier, and Sebastiani, and the King’s guards and the reserve, amounting 
in the whole to above 60,000 men, have passed the Sierra Morena; and 
that Soult’s corps is upon the Tagus, between Talavera and Toledo, and 
Ney’s and Kellermann’s in Old Castillc. These three last are supposed 
to amount to about 40,000 men. 

It is obvious that there is nothing in this situation of the enemy which 
can affect the British army or this country, even if the Spanish corps, 
remaining in Granada and in the Sierra de Ronda, should be dispersed. 
The enemy could not be in a situation for a considerable length of time 
to attack this country ; and although I am of opinion that the time may 
coma when it may be doubtful whether a perseverance in the contest in 
Portugal will hold out * any prospect of advantage against the common 
enemy, or of benefit to His Majesty’s allies,’ I conceive that it is a question 
upon which it is difficult for His Majesty’s government at this distance to 
decide. That it must depend upon events in Spain, upon which no cal- 
culation can be formed, as well as upon the existing spirit and the pros- 
pect of resistance by the people in this country, and in some measure 
upon the season of the year in which the attack will be made, and upon 
the preparation which the enemy will have made for it ; and that advert- 
ing to the certainty that, in all events, the British aimy will be able to 
embark, and that its continuance on the Peninsula must be beneficial to 
His Majesty’s and the general interest, as it must draw the attention of 
the enemy, and must tend to His Majesty’s honor, it would probably be 
best to leave to the decision of the officer commanding the troops in this 
country the period of the evacuation as a military question, after an ex- 
planation by His Majesty’s government of their objects in the continu- 
ance of the contest. It is desirable that the troops sent to Cadiz should 
he replaced in this country as soon as may be convenient. 

I have come to this part of Uie country to view the progress of the 
works which I had ordered to be constructed when here in October ; and 
I propose to return to the army to-morrow. 

To Vico Adm, the Hon. G. Berkeley. Villa Franca, 10th Feb. 1810. 

The Regency of Portugal having offered the 20th Portuguese regt. for 
service at Cadiz, I have to request that you will be so kind as to give 
directions that transports may be supplied to convey them thither, and a 
ship of war to convoy them. The regiment consists of 1300 R. and F. ; 
and the officer of the Q. M. Gen.’s department will communicate with 
the Agent of transports respecting the details of the embarkation. 
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The A. G. to Capt, Sfeaeham, Coimbra. JHlj Ptli. IS JO. 

On the present occasion you will send the perfectly recovered uien belonging 
to the Coimbra stntion, with the dctnclmient moving towards the army from 
Elvas, under charge of Capt. Hood of the Guards. As a general system, how- 
ever, you will put in incmorandum, at the bottom of each rehirn, tlie number 
osteenied sufficiently re-ostablislied to proceed towards the army, for a man in a 
convalescent .sUilo may not be equal to nndorgo faligiie ; and oxeejit in eases of 
eniergenoy his Hxcellency does not wish any soldier to be permitted to mareli till at 
least a week on tlie convalescent list. On the back of each stale must he written tlio 
names of all oiiieers at tlie hospital sUitiun. States to be disiuitehed on the Itli, lOlh, 
and IStii i also on the same dates a nominal return of dealha within the jieriod, 
agreeable to annexed forni, addressed to regimonls, and under cover to this office. 

When you find it requisite to detain any officer, non- commissioned officer, or 
aoldier at the station, immediately report the same, that I may be enabled to coni- 
nmiiicate with the corps to which such persons may belong. 

TheA.G. to the Commisiarp General. lltb Peb. ISIO. 

I have the honor to enclose letters from Lieut. Oen. Sir J. Sherbrooke and 
Dr. Fi’anek, on the siilijeet of improving the means of transport of- the sick from 
the cantoninents towards the geiiefnl hospib-tl. 

The carpenters fl-oin the Stntf corps, and also those that can bo spared from the 
Guards, are directed to attend at the Adj. Gen.’s OHice to-morrow morning at 8 
o'clock, whore I have to request you will send proper persons to iiistruot them 
how to proceed. It will be necessary that as many of the carts should be finished 
to-morrow as possible, the whole of (he sick from the advanced stations being ex- 
pected in town to proceed the day following towards tlio rear. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Sinitarein, 12lh Feb. 1810, 10 a.m. 

I received tlik morning the account of tlio onomy’a probable arrival at 
Zafraj and at this moment your letter of this day, acquainting ino that a 
detachment had been at Olivonqa on tlie 10th, anil of the probability that 
they had got possession of that place this day. Their excursion to Zafrii 
appears to me to bo the consequence of their incursion into the iirovinco 
of Andalusia : and thoir existence in safety at Seville depends upon tho 
tenure of tho puss of Monastcrio, in front of which they will coiitinuo to 
hold a detachment more or leas advanced. 

If the enemy really intend any serious operation in Estremadura, a 
corps of their array must have crossed the Tagus, in addition to that 
which has come in by Monaslerio ; and if no troops have crossed tho 
Tagus, you may depend upon it tliut what has been done is of no conse- 
quence, and is not likely to be attended by any results. 

I should doubt the taking possession of Olivomja in its present state 
without ordnance, or stores, or provisions. It is, however, a possible 
event ; and if it be true, you must urge Gen. Lcite to take care of his 
place of Juruinenha ; and tiiat he and the Junta of Badiijoz should prevent 
the French from collecting provisions at Olivenqa. It may bo depended 
upon, that although the Spaniards do not know how to make uso of that 
place, Hie French will, if thoy should be able to keep it. 

In respect to yourself, I wish you to move forward to Portalngro, 
attending to your instructions. The difficulty of forage, and the conse- 
quences to tho cavalry which will result from a want of that iie(!us,-,ary 
article, induce me to wish that, till you shall son luoro clearly tho plana 
and intentions of the enemy, tho 14th dragoons alono should be brought 
up to Portalegre, and the 1st Iloyals not farther than the old canlouiuoiits 
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of the You will send them your own orders, os I do not know what 

your other arrangements will be. I shall only let them know that it is 
probable you will soon move them. 

You may move Col. Campbell’s brigade from Thomar, as I have made 
other arrangements for the defence of the Zezere. In respect to the hos- 
pital, I beg that you will tell Col. Lindsay that I think it desirable that, 
as soon as possible, he should send off to Abrantes all the convalescents 
able to march from any of the hospitals ; and that he should collect in 
Elvas all the sick of the army. 

I shall be at Thomar to-morrow, where I hope to hear from you again. 

P.S. I send with this letters for Gen. Leite and the Marques de la 
Roraana, which I beg of you to forward. Gen. Madden’s brigade is still 
at Lisbon, and unable yet to move, but there are 4 squadrons of Portu- 
guese dragoons at Chamusca and in the neighbourhood, which you may 
take instead of tliem. 

Tie A.O. to laiut. Col. Darrodi, Lisbon. ISth Feb. 1810. 

I enclose extracts from G. O. of the regulations to be observed by detach- 
ments on inarcli to the army,* a copy of which you will be so good as to give 
every oiheer who leaves Lisbon in such charge. These copies of instnictions you 
will sign, and let it he understood they are intended fur the general guidance of 
offleers and soldiers on detachment, and therefore should be promulgated. 

To Lieut. Geii. Hill. Thomar, Mth Feb. 1810, 10 p.ix. 

I have just received your letter of tins day ; and I do not propose to 
stop the march of the troops. You will be the best judge of the necessity 
of so doing, by your knowledge of the state of the roads, &c., forward. 
I think it would be desirable to make arrangements to move forward your 
cavalry rather quicker than one squadron each day. I should think that 
this object might be effected by moving some of the 3d dragoon guards 
out of Golegao to Santarem during this march, and back again to Golegao 
when it shall be effected. I beg of you to communicate with Gen. Payne 
upon tins subject. 

In respect to money, I took an opportunity when at Lisbon of inquiring 
how far my orders upon that subject had been obeyed, and I find that 
£10,000 had been sent to Santarem regularly every week. Of this sum 

Mr. ought to have taken care that a sufficiency was left to pay the 

troops. I shall now send orders that the money may be sent to Abrantes. 

In respect to Mr. , I have more than one cause to complain of his 

conduct lately, and I shall take the whole into consideration when I shall 
return to head quarters, and I shall give orders respecting it. 

Take the* artificers of the regiments with you ; and tell the magistrates 
of Abrantes that I hold them i-esponsible not only that you, but that Capt. 
Patton shall have all the carts that may be required. Your regular 

supply, however, depends upon the regularity of Mr. , and upon his 

acts, and not upon his talking. You will do well to communicate, at an 
early period, with the Spanish corps at Alburquerque. 

Let me hear from you constantly ; and I beg of you particularly to 
attend to the moveraonts of any corps north of the Tagus, to Coistello 
Branco, and to the bridge of Villa Vellia. 

* See 6.0. 13th .Timo, ISO!), p. 203 ; anil G.O. 24(li June, 1809, p. 323. 
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P.S. Don’t forget to send the convalescenta, artillery, horse and foot, 
from Elvas, Ealremoz, &c., as fast as they shall recover. 

To Marshal Bcresfni'd. Tliiimar, Mtli Fob. 1810. 

I just write to lot you know, that in consequcuco of ovcnls at Bmlajoz, 
Hill is about to move forward with his whole corps. I am very anxious 
about the line of the Zozero, and I wish that you would order out imme- 
diately the regiments of militia which we allotted for this sorvioc ; and 
the 13th regt. to Thomar, and Gen. Widerhott to his station. 

To Brig. Gen. Alex. Campbell. Thomar, 14lli Fell. 1810. 

I have received your letters of the 11th and 12th, and I am happy to 
hear of your arrival in good hcaltli. I beg you will join the army at 
Viseu as soon as may be oonvoniont to you; your aide de camp shall bo 
put in orders as you wish. Let me know by post to Viseu, wbetbor you 
wish to have the Wth in your brigatle instead of tho 11th; the 11th is, 
however, the strongest regiment in the army. Give my tea, &c., to Col. 
Pcacocke, and request him to send tliem to head quarters occasionally by 
the messengers. 

To Marshal Beresford. FiSphihul, 16th Fob. 1810. 

I conclude that you will have heard that tho enemy had snminoinxl 
Ciudad Rodrigo, as well as Badajoz, on tho 12th. I cannot btdiovo they 
are in earnest in intending to attack IwUi these phioos at tho same tirno. 
However, wo shall sec. 

I enclose a memorandum of the inovemonts wlilcli I have ordered ; and 
I think it would be desirable to order up Gen. Madden’s brigade, of 
cavalry. I sbiill continue tho movommil of Uioso troops forward, if I 
should find it necessary ; and I wish you would come up os soon ns you 
can. But I beg you to send your staff by different road.s, so that the com- 
munication may not bo cut off by their taking all the mules and horses. 

The attempt to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo Isainoasuro dosorving ofsnrious 
consideration ; as, in effecting it, we must use tho magn/.ine in Almeida, 
and that place must then fall iminedialoly. I have written to Dom M. 
Forjaz upon this subject, upon which I wish you would speak to him, as 
well as upon making a great exertion to food the. truojis when they shall 
be collected. 

P.S, I wish that you would moire arrangements immediately ; 

Ist ; To call out all the militia for whom there arc arms. 

2dly ; To allot a good regiment of militia to garrison Pcnichc. 

3dly ; To allot a regiment of militia to he posted at Obidus. 

To Brig. Gen. R. Crauftird. Viseu, ISlIi Fob. 1810. 

I arrived here yesterday, and I have received all your letters respecting 
Ney’s march upon Ciudad Rodrigo, and your letter of tlio 1st inst., whieh 
reached me while I was near Lisbon. 1 don’t imdevsland Nisy’s move- 
ment, coupled as it was with a inoveraent upon Badajoz from the south of 
.Spain. The French are certainly not sufficiently strong for two sieges 
at the same time, and I much doubt whether they are in a state oven 
to undertake one. 
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Since my arrival here I have received intelligence of Soult’s movement to 
Plasencia on the 1 2th ; and I conceive that his further movements will explain 
nearly what is their object, if they have any decided object at present, and 
will enable me to determine the line which 1 shall take. It is obvious that 
the enemy’s strength in Castille has been underrated. I was always con- 
vinced that the 3 corps of Ney and Kellerraann in Castille, and Soult, 
who had joined tliem from Talavera, did not amount to less than 40,000 
men, which, with the reinforcements expected from France, some of which 
have certainly arrived, were too much for us. If Soult turns to his left 
from Plasencia, and crosses die Tagus, or if he should move upon Gastello 
Branco, we are too forward on this flank. My opinion is that he will 
cross the Tagus at Alconeta, to give countenance to Mortier’s operations 
against Badajoz. 

In answer to your letter of the 1st, I have only to assure you, that in 
every event I should have taken care to keep your command distinct, as I 
am convinced that you will be able to render most service in such a 
situation. You will have heard that Gen. the Hon. W. Stewart is gone to 
Cadiz j but Gen. Picton is coming to the army, which will render neces- 
sary a new arrangement, and will oblige me to deprive you of Col. Mac- 
kinnon’s brigade. But I shall make up for you the best corps I can, 
including your own brigade, of which you shall continue to have the 
separate command. 

P.S. 'Will you inform Gen. Cox that I have returned, and that I am 
obliged to him for all his letters P 

To J. Murray, Esq., Commissary General. Viseu, IStli Eeb. 1810. 

As the works carrying on under Lieut. Col. Fletcher may require the 
employment of persons in the country, and the use of materials, without 
waiting for the employment of those persons or the purchase of those ma- 
terials by an officer of the Commissariat, I have to request that all orders 
for workmanship, labor, or materials, drawn by Lieut. Col. Fletcher upon 
the Dep. Commissary Gen. at Lisbon, may be paid, Lieut. Col. Fletcher 
being accountable for the money. 

I have also to request that the Dep. Commissary Gen. at Lisbon may be 
directed to supply Lieut. Col. Fletcher with such numbers of fascines, 
palisades, and pickets as he may require at such stations as he may point 
out, without waiting for further orders from me. 

To Col. Eo Got. Viseu, 18tli Feb. 1810. 

As there is reason to believe that the enemy will attack Portugal by the 
frontier of Beira, I have formed a corps on the side of Gastello Branco, 
under the orders of Col. Wilson, and another as a second line upon the 
Zezere, of which I have arranged with Marshal Beresford that you are to 
take the command. This corps will at present consist of the 13th regt. of 
infantry, which has already marched from Leiria for those parts ; and of 
3 regiments of militia of Thomar, Leiria, and Santarem, which are under 
arms, and which will be placed under your orders. 

You will, in the first place, take up your head quarters at Thomar, and 
you will dispose of the troops under your orders in the most suitable man- 
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tier for defemling the passagn of l,he Zostore. You will oomnmiucate 
with Col. Wilson, who will bo in front of your line ; with Gou. Hill, 
who commands a corps of the army which lias entered the Aloiitcjo; and 
also with me. 

I helicvo that the 13th rrgt. of infantry has honn ordered to Villa do 
Rci, because it was sujijiosed there was no room at Thonuir; hut ns 
the brigade under Col. Caiupbcll has marched, the 13th regt. may be 
stationed at Thomar. 

To Col. Wil«on. Visoii, IRtli Fell. 1810. 

I bog that you will, on the receipt of this letter, take measures imme- 
diately to have the road called the Estrada Nova broken up at the points 
described in the enclosed papers, and will station parlies at those points to 
prevent its repair by the enemy. This measure, if carried eirectunlly into 
execution, will, I understand, close that rood, and enable you to concentrate 
a larger part of your force on the main road from Cnstello Branco. 

I beg that you will pay particular attention to the bridge at Villa Velha, 
if you should find it necessary to retire from Costello Branco. 

To liiout. Gen. Hill. Visoti, 18Ui Fell. 1810. 

I have received your letter of the Ifitli. I had already received from 
Gen. Colo a copy of tho information whieh Col. Wilson had transipitted. 
I believe Souli’s force is of tlio strength stated : the (piostion is which way 
he will turn from Plnsoncia. 

The instructions you have already received are applicable to the possible 
case of his crossing tho Tagus, which it is not Improbable lie may do at 
Alconeta. Tho enemy will then he too strong for you in Estremadura. 
If Soult slioiild advance upon CastoIIo Branco, which is another not impro- 
bable' movement, your instructions provide for it, and you must retire 
upon Abrantesj and if you should find that Col. Wilson is unable to main- 
tain himself in the mountains hoyowl tho Zozore, you must leave llic 
Portuguese militia iii garrison at Abmntc.s, and cross tlm Ze/.ero at Pun- 
hete, and maintain tho Zczero as long as you can. If Soult should turn 
towards the Puerto de Batlos, which is not imjirohahle, he will he out of 
your way entirely. I hog you to endeavor particularly to discover if tho 
enemy, whether Soult or Mortier, or any odier, get a biidge up to them ; 
and let me know it immediately. 

I enclose a duplicate of a letter which I have written to Col. Wilson, of 
which, and its enclosures, I beg you to lake a cojiy. Let Col. Le Cor 
know where yon are. Pray have an eye upon the bridge of Villa Velha, 
and take care that it docs not fall into flic jiossussion of tlie cmnny in any 
of the cases supposed. 

P.S. You may depend upon it that all the money which 1 have stated to 
you has been sent, and it is probable that the CumniLssary has taken the 
largest shore of it ; but there is some money at J'llvas, part of which I have 
desired may he sent to you. 

To MftijTial BeraiW, Vlscti, 18(1, F«h. 1810. 

I have to request tliat 4 Portuguese engineers, who understand French, 
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wiayte placed at the disposal of Lieut. Col. Fletcherj chief engineer, with 
a view to their being employed in the destruction of roads when it may 
be necessary. If you will direct that these officers may be in readiness to 
attend Lieut, Col. Pletcher, he will communicate with the chief engineer 
of the Portuguese army when he shall require their services. 

To Lieut Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Visen, 18th Feb. 1810. 

In answer to your letter of the 22d Jan., regarding Campbell’s claim 
for promotion, I have to remind you that H.R.H. the Duke of York pro- 
mised Campbell, when he arrived in England with the accounts of the 
battles of Roli^-a and Yimeiro, that he should be made a Lieut. Colonel, 
by brevet, as soon as he should have it in his power to appoint him Major 
of a regiment, and tliat this promise would have been carried into execu- 
tion if the regulation of March, 1809, had not been adopted. However, 
after all, the Commander in Chief must be tlie best judge of what he can 
do j and I only submit this circumstance for his consideration. 


ThxA.Q. to Dr. Franck, Inapeelor of Ilotpilab, Igth Peb. 1810. 

You will please to inform your department, when any officer of the Medical staff 
may have any thing to eumnumicate to the Adj. Gen., such communication is 
only to be made through you, their superior officer. A letter of intended explana- 
tion, written by the membeis of a Medical hoard to you, dated 1st Feb., caused by 
your annomieing to them the purport of a letter of the 25Ui ult. from this offic^ 
has been perused by my Lord Wellington, in which his Lordsliip only finds a con- 
firmation of the truth ot the facts in Gapt. — — — *s case, which before appeared to 
exist from some former letters, viz. tliot without inquiring into tlie state of Capt. 

's health, or any of the oirourastances attending his case, the Boaid had, on his 

own desire, allowed that officer to join the army, reporting him fit for duty. From 

this his Lordship concluded and still believes most fairly, that if Capt. had 

been otherwise msposed, die report would have contained a recommendation that 
he should remain at Lisbon. By the steps already taken, it was the intention of 
the Commander of the Forces to caution those ofiicers against this practice. The 
letter from the Board to their senior officer, of the 1st iiist., and that from Dr. 

to the senior of the Adj. Gen.’s depai-tinent, only induce a repetition of 

the same caudoii. In concluding this letter of renewed observation, I am com- 
niaiided to convey to you his Excellency’s desire not to hear any diing further 
from these officers on the subject in question. 


To Marshal Bereaforcl. Viseu, 10th Feb. 1810. 

Since I wrote to you last, you will have heard from Gen. Campbell that 
I had countermanded the advance of the Portuguese troops, as I found that 
the enemy had withdrawn from Ciudad Rodrigo ; with the exception of 
Blunt’s brigade, and the light battalions, which I thought it best to have 
up to Coimbra. 

I have since received a letter from Gen. Campbell, in which he recom- 
mends that Gen. Blunt should be ordered to remain at Monte Mdr a 


G, A. O. Yisou, loth Fob. 1810. 

2. During the absence from the army of Lieut. Cul. Bathurst, all applications and letters 
iiitlierto addressed to the Military Secretary arc to be sent to Capt. Bouverie or Lord 
FltsRoy Sumerset, and answers will be given by one of those officers. 

The warrants signed by the Commander of the Forces are to he countersigned by Capt. 
Bouverie or Lord FitzRoy Sumerset, and either of those officers will sign the duplicate and 
triplicates to be lodged with the Commissary General. 
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Velho ; and that the light battalions should be moved forward. I have 
consented to the former j but I havo deferred the latter till you shall have 
arrived. 

The accounts which I have of the enemy arc, tliftt .Tunot and Loison, 
with about 15,000 or 20,000 men, oi'e about to attack tlio Sjmniai-ds at 
Astorga; Ncy’s corps, upon drawing off from Ciudad Jlodrigo, went 
towards Salamanca; Soult arrived at Phisoiieia on the 1 2th with 16,000 
men ; and Morticr hud, on the 14th, withdrawn his advanced corps from 
Badajo/, which was all ho had there, and had tlio whole at his head (piar- 
ters at Talavcra Real. I believe he patrolled up to Bndajoz again on the 
15tli. Kellermann’s corps is, I believe, still at Valladolid. Soult’s next 
movement will point out nearly what tlie enemy’s intentions arc ; whether 
to attack Ciudad Rodrigo or Badajoz ; hut I sliould tliink Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
and yet they are hut little prepared for tliat operation. 

The Ditque del Parque’s army has separated into 3 corps ; one, under 
Gen. O’Donell, has crossed the Tiigus at the Barca do Alconeta, and is 
to be at Alburquerquc ; another under Mondiv.abal, is come to Penamacor, 
and is to cross the Tagus at Villa Velhaj a third under Gen. Carrera, of 
2000 or 2.500 men, remains in the mountains. They arc all in want of 
every thing. 

I have written to the government respecting the innd(* in which the 
Governor of Estremadura has executed the work on the road from 
Tliomar to Espinhal. It might ho mode (he best, instead of heiiig the 
worst, miliUvry road in Portugal ; and it is really a most important line of 
oomtmmi cation, without whicli all ovm coiubinntiims for dofimce, and any 
offonsivo measures wo may adept, must he v<!ry iinperfectl. Tlmro is not 
a hill upon the road; it runs along a river; and there are materials (dose 
to it which might make it exnollmit. I enclose the inslruetioiis I have 
sent to Col. Lo Cor. Has the ISUi rogt. boon ordered to Tliomar ? ami 
the 12tli to join Col. Wilson? 

To Chavlca Stuart, Tlsq.* Vini'ii, ItUli roll. 1810. 

Since I saw you on the 14th, I received on the 15th, at Espinhal, the 
accounts that the French coiqis of Noy had appeared ho fore Ciudad 
Rodrigo on the 12th; hut it retired again on the KJth, and has since gone 
towards Salamanca. Soult on the same day arrived at Plasoueia with 
16,000 men, and you will recollect that the 12th was the day on whicli 
Mortier’s corps appeared at Badajoz. The T)uc d’Aliraiites and Loison 
have gone with their corps of 15,000 or 20,000 men north of the Duoro ; 
and I believe intend to attack Uie Spanish division under Gen. Garcias at 
Astorga; and I believe Kcllerraaimis still at Vnlladolid. t have accounts 
from that neighbourhood of as late a dale as the 15th, which state that 
Soult hod not moved from Plasencia : his next movement will show what 
are the enemy’s Intentions. 

I wish that you should see a letter whicli I have written this day to 
Dom M. Porjaz, which will point out lo you a fresh inslaneo of the mode 
in which directions given to the Portuguese authorities are carried into 

' jv* Stuart do UotlioBiyr, IC.B.) laid #inic:«piluil Mr. ViHwirs (tlia Earl of 

idaranaon) as Hib Majesty's miuister at Lislion. 
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execution, and the importance of the early and due execution of the work 
which I had ordered long ago to be performed on the road from Thomar 
to Espinhal. If it is not done, I must draw in from this frontier, as soon 
as Soult shall cross the Tagus, if he should cross that river from Plasencia; 
or I may lose my communication witli Hill, or even with Lisbon. If that 
road were made as it ought to be, I should be at the distance of only 3 
marches from the Tagus, of which one only forced ; whereas, now, I can- 
not reach that river by making less than 9 marches. 

I have desired the Commissary Gen. to pay Mr. Bell £50,000 on 
account of aids, of about £100,000 which are due on that account. But 
we really have not at present more money ; and I shall not be able to pay 
the troops this month ; and I must put a stop to all the arrangements 
which had been made for applying them', founded upon the regular pay- 
ments for provisions, &c. 

I apprised government more than 2 months ago of our probable want 
of money, and of the necessity that we should be supplied, not only with 
a large sum, but with a regular sum monthly, equal in amount to the 
increase of expense occasioned by the increased subsidy to the Portuguese 
government, and by the increase of our own army. They have not at- 
tended to either of tliose demands ; and I must write again. But 1 wish 
you would mention the subject in your letters to Lord Wellesley, I pro- 
pose to dispatch a messenger from hence on Wednesday with letters for 
England, to be dispatched by the packet of Sunday. 

To Llcui. Gca. Hill. Viseu, 20th Feb. 1810. 

I have received your letters of the llth and 18th. 

It is most difficult to form any judgment from the Spanish and Por- 
tuguese accounts of the strength of any French corps ; and I generally 
form my estimates of their strength, not only from these accounts, but 
from intercepted letters, and from my knowledge of their strength at 
different periods. For this reason, I believed the corps under Soult at 
Flosencia to be 16,000 men, as reported; hut if of this corps 6000 men 
have come into Eslremadura by Arzobispo and Truxillo, it is obvious 
that there cannot well be 16,000 at Plasencia, unless Soult’s corps has 
been largely reinforced, of which I have no report. 

Your position at Portalegrc is a very strong one ; it cannot be touched 
by its left or rear at all ; or by its right or front, without your having 
early intelligence of the design. Adverting then to the importance which 
it is to all the places on the frontier, as well as to the province of 
Alentejo, that you should continue to hold it as long as may be prac- 
ticable, I wish you to remain in it as long as you think you can do so 
with safety, even though the corps at Plasencia should cross the Tagus, 
which I think is probable, and join that stated to be at Caceres. Thera is 
another circumstance which induces mo to wish you to stay as long as 
you can with safety, and that is the necessity of protecting the march of 
the convalescents from Elvas, whom Gen. Lcite has taken upon himself to 
detain. They must positively come away immediately. 

The serious demonstrations, also, which tlie enemy arc now making 
upon Badajoz will most probably soon become more so, as I understand 

3 B 2 
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that they have met with a check in an attack upon the Isla do Loon, and 
they must therefore confine tlioir operations within more narrow bounds, 
and choose between Badajoz and the Isk do Leon. If compollod to make 
this choice, they will proliably determine upon an attack upon Biulajoz, 
and they will begin by bringing an army auros.’s the Oiiadiaiui, and lljus 
out off our communication with Klvas. Tim removal of the hosi)ital 
from Elvas, and from Estremoz to Lisbon nr Abrantiw, becomes, there- 
fore, an object of great importance, whicli will bo muidi facilitated by 
your remaining at Portalogro as long ns you can do so with safely to your- 
self. Major Lindsay was ordered on tlio IHth to lako tnoaanres for that 
purpose, and a letter goes to him, and another to Capt. Uoresford this 
day, upon the same subject. 

P.S. You must not send any of your Portuguese troops to Elvas. 

To Lieut. Gen. Loite. Vjsoo, 20tli Peb. 1810. 

I have liad the honor of receiving your letter of the 1.5lh inst., and I 
beg that you will allow Major Lindsay to carry into e.vocution the orders 
which he has received, or may hereafter receive from me, for the disposal 
of the sick and convalescents, or other movements, &c,, of tho Britisli 
army left at Elvas. Much time has elapsed siuce orders wore givou for 
tlio march of tlm troops to form the garrison of Elvas, the forts, and tlio 
other places which you were directed to occuj)/ ; if those who wore to 
have obeyed these orders have disobeyed them, I eannnt allow the defi- 
ciency of the troops in these places to he made good by leaving these 
convfdesconts of the British array. I beg, therefore, that whatever may 
be Uie consequencos to the forts in qnostioii, you will nut inlorfure in tho 
execution of my orders by Major Liudsoy. 

UsA.O, to Lieut. Gen. IlUl. 20lli Fob. 1810. 

Your letter of the 6tU inst., so far as referring to Lieut. Col. Drmmnmul’s applica- 
tion, has been laid before the Connuntulcr of the Forces. lUs Hxe.ellency desires 
Copt. —— of tho — rogt. may state the nature of bis nflUirs, and has ftirlhor 

commanded me to observe the recent instance of Miyor of the Adj. Gen.’s 

department has induced ii particular cautiou in grnnthig theso applications, 
and hie Lordship trusts it may equally act ns a caution to yon in iorwnrdiiig 
them. My Lord Wellington considers when an oiliccr applies for leave of absence 
on account of his private afilurs, the settlement of tliosc afiiiirs is paramount to 
every other object, his duty to the sorvice incinded ; hut liis Lordship cannot umier- 
stand that an oificor is to have leave of absence on account of his private ivHairs, the 
settlement of which he can postpone, when a service occurs which it will bo agree- 
able to him to perform, or from which it will not bo convouieut for him to bo absent. 

To Marshal Beresford. Viseu, 21st Fel). 1810. 

I have just received your letter of the 18th inst. I take Soult to be 
stronger tlian you suppose, as it is now evident that largo reinforcements 
have come into the Peninsula; and it is reported that tlic corps of troops 
at Plasencia is 10,000 men. Tho troops that passed hy Trii.villo could 
have been only cavalry and light infantry. I do not know what the 
French mean to do. They are certainly now too rnucli sepnnited to ofioot 
any object ; at the same time tlioy are so coimootod, that it is absolutely 
impossible that any movement we can make upon tlmm of an olTonsivo 
description eon succeed. 
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I think that you will do well to retain your cavalry either at or very 
near Lisbon. I do not care which of the brigades comes, when they 
shall move. In respect to Almeida, I imagine that salt provisions are not 
required there, as I never propose to use those which are in store. 

I ordered the arms from Elvas to Lisbon months ago ; but I have sent 
for Framingham to know what has been done about them. 

P.S. Framingham says that he ordered the arms from Elvas on the 8th 
Feb . ; and that he is almost certain that they are now on their way to Lisbon. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Viseu, 21st Feb. 1810. 

In my letter of the 13th Dec., I requested your Lordship to give direc- 
tions that ^100,000 in specie should be sent to Portugal as soon as pos- 
sible ; and another sum of £100,000 in January, and I explained to your 
Lordship the probable future wants of the army. The Clyde, in which 
the Commissary in Chief had informed the Commissary Gen. of the army 
that 1,000,000 of dollars were embarked, arrived at Lisbon a few days 
ago with 500,000 dollars only, the remainder of the sum having been dis- 
embarked at Portsmouth. 

I beg leave to refer your Lordship to the statement of our probable 
wants contained in my letter of the 13th Dec. At this moment the 
troops are one month in arrear, and I am unable to pay them ; and money 
is required to procure supplies from the country, which cannot now be 
got excepting for ready money. 

The sums to he obtained for bills upon England have materially de- 
creased lately j and the expense of raising money in this manner has in- 
creased, owing to the fall in the value of the government paper ; and this 
cause will increase in proportion with the probability of the invasion of 
the country by the enemy. At the same time, the expenses have in- 
creased by the additional subsidy to be paid to the government of Por- 
tugal. I trust, therefore, that your Lordship, adverting to these circum- 
stances, and to tlie fact that the difficulty of keeping tlie troops in order 
is materially increased by a failure in paying them regularly, and by the 
necessity of using force to draw supplies from the country, will adopt 
measures to supply the sums of money, as soon as possible, which I stated 
would be necessary in my dispatch of the 13th Dec. 

I have directed tlie Commissary Gen. to address the Sec. of the Trea- 
sury upon this subject. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Viaea, 2Ist Feb. 1810. 

Immediately after the arrival of the French army at Seville on tlie 1st 
and 2d of this month. Marshal Morder was detached with his corps into 
Estremadura, through the pass of Monasterio, apparently to disperse the 
Spanish division of Gen. Areyzaga’s corps, which had crossed the Guadal- 
quivir when the enemy passed the Sierra Morena, and had remained at 
Monasterio. This division went off by its right towards Ay amonte, sending 
its artillery to Badajoz ; and Marshal Mortier continued to advance intb 
Estremadura. On the 12th, his advanced guard appeared before Sadajoz, 
and on the same day a small detachment took possession of Oliven^a, 
which town tlie Spanish government had omitted to occupy or effectually 
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to destroy its works. Marshal Mortior’s hoiwl quarters remained at Tala- 
vera Real on the llth, the date of Uic last aonmints I have received from 
that quarter, with his corjM between that town ami Oliven^u, and his 
advanced posts near Badajo/.. 

On the 12th iust., Marshal Soult arrived at Plasoncia from Tahivera do 
la Reyna, with n corps slated to bo 16,000 men ; and a division of Ins 
corps liad passed the Tagus at Arz<d)ispo, and niitere<l fjower Estrcmndum 
at Doloytosa, and arrived at Caccrus by Tnuiilo on the l.'ith. 'I’his corps 
is stated to be 6000 men ; but I should imagine that if these numbers are 
correct, the corps at Ploscneia cannot bo so strong ns is stated. On the 
same day, the 12th inst.. Marshal Ney summoned the lewn of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, with a corps stated to consist of 15,000 men. Tlmy opened a 
fire upon the town upon that evening, which l)aviiig produced no efl'oet, 
they retired on tlie morning of the 1 3th, and have resumed their position 
upon the Tormos ; and a detachment 1ms been sent to Zamora. At the 
same time a large cojqjs, supposed to he under tlic cmnmatid of hie Duo 
d’Abrantes and Gen. Loison, has marched towards tlui frontiers ofGulieia; 
and on the 12th inst. made tui attack upon Astorga, in which tlicy were 
repulsed. The French lu-e in possession of the greater part of the 
Asturias, and they are certainly in considcrablt! stvengtli in the province 
of Loon. Gen. Kellermann’s corps is at Valladolid. 

I have not received any accounts from Cadiz ortho south of Spain since 
the Slat of lust month, upon which I can roly. 1 undcrstmid, however, 
that the enemy had separated their army in that (pmrtcr, ns well as in the 
north} Sebastian! being at Granada} and Jaen, Cordova, Carnmna, Eeiju, 
and Seville being occupied by detachments from the corps of Victor and 
Sobastiani. The King is at Seville with his guards, and a detachment 
from Viator’s corps ; and tho reserve, under Gen. Dessolles, at Puerto de 

Maria. It is likewise roporl.pd that tliis last eorixs mailo an attack on tho 
12th on the Islade Leon, in wliich they were repulsed with considerable loss. 

From this statement it is obvious tliat tho French mu.st have received 
large reinforcements to their lu-ray} and, indocil, all the accounts now 
concur in stating, that the conscripts and tho corps of llio Due: d’Alinintes 
have arrived in Spain } and these troops must have been within the scope 
of the general operations of the array, when the expedition into tlio south 
of Spain was undertaken in the end of January. 

In the divided state of their army, it is probable that the French cannot 
accomplish any important military object } and either some additional 
reinforcement must arrive, or some of those corps must join, before lliey 
can expect to succeod in any of the objects which it appears they have 
undcrtalcen, except possibly in the attack upon Galicia. From the posi- 
tion of the several corps, however, your Lordship will tdwerve that tlioy 
can unite with facility, and particularly those of Marshals Ney, Soult, and 
Mortier, and of Gen. Kollcvmann. 

I have not received any positive intolligcnc.o rcspocting the fate of tho 
only division of Gon. Areyzaga’s corps, which vcmaiiied witli him after he 
quitted Granada on his reti'eat to Malaga, leaving at Granada his cannon } 
nor of the other divisions of this corps. 

The Spanidi corps which had been iinder the Diique del Pai’quo, and 
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had heen ordered by the Junta to croaa the Tagus in the last month, did 
not effect that operation. Only one division of infantry and 500 cavalry 
crossed the river about the 9th or 10th of this month, and is in the neigh- 
bourhood of Alburquerque, in Estremadura ; another division under Gen. 
Mendizabal, which was to cross at Villa Velha, in Portugal, was at Pena- 
macor when I last heard of them ; and about 2000 men, under Gen. Carrera, 
are to remain in Castille. The Marques de la Eomana, who now com- 
mands this corps, is still in Badajoz ; and the Duque del Parque is gone 
to Lisbon to embark for Catalonia. 

Gen. Hill has advanced with his corps to Porlalegre, in conformity 
with the instructions which I had given him ; and the other part of the 
British army remains in the position which it before occupied. 

The facility with which the enemy could unite their corps to co-operate 
in an attack upon this country, the strength which they have at present, 
and the probable early arrival of further reinforcements from France, 
induce me to wish that your Lordship may have carried into execution 
the intention announced in your dispatch of the 3d Jan., of increasing the 
transport tonnage in the Tagus to 45,000 tons ; and that His Majesty’s 
government may have made arrangements to station in the Tagus a fleet of 
men of war. The returns which I send by this opportunity will show 
your Lordship the amount of the force which we should now have to 
oppose the enemy in the field. I also hope that your Lordship may have 
sent out the hospital ships, according to my request contained in my letter 
of the '1th Deo. ; and a proportion of horse ships, to remove the best of 
the horses of the army. 

I have the pleasure to inform your Lordship that the 20th Portuguese 
regt., which is gone to Cadiz, embarked witli the utmost cheerfulness, 
and that none were missing upon the embarkation of the regiment. 

To Major Grai. the bon. G. L. Cole. Visen, 22d Feb. 1810. 

I omitted to desire that my letter to Gen. Hill, by your aide de camp, 
might be sent open for your perusal. The purport of it was, to desire 
him .to keep his position at Portalegre as long as he thought he could do 
so with safety, even though the French corps at Plasencia should cross the 
Tagus, and join that at Caceres. I understand from Gen. Mendizabal, 
that that corps has withdrawn from Plasencia ; which, if it was intended 
to cross the Tagus, I conclude has been because the boats have all been 
taken off the river. If you have received Cox’s letter of the 19th, you 
will see that the French have been reinforced sufficiently to make Soult’s 
corps of the strength stated. Tlie intelligence which Cox received from 
Echavarri’s messenger is confirmed by the accounts of the march of the 
French corps through Bayonne, received from England. 

You will see the arrangement which I have made of the divisions upon 
Gen. Picton’s joining the army, which I hope will be satisfactory to you. 
I have got 2 dozen of excellent port for you, which I do not know how 
to send you. 

To Vico Adm. tho Hon. 6. Berkeley. Visen, 22d Feb. 1810. 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 19th inst. 
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The baggage of the British array is always an ombarrosamcnt, which, like 
many others, is to be traced to its constitution. Tlio fact is, that regiments 
come upon service with every thing belonging to every individual in 
the corps, instead of having a depdt fixed for the reception of the baggngo 
and other incurahranccs of the regimont, never wanted on sorvico in the 
field, and which might bo sent to them from the depdt when they should 
be in any fixed station. The care of this baggage then falls upon persons 
in my situation, who are obligwl to provide fur its preservation ; and if any 
of it bo lost, there is no end to the complaints upon the subject. Indeed, 
tlie loss is not cheap to the public, ns they pay for it. li’or these reasons, 
and knowing that when wo do embark we shall not have much time to spare, 
1 wished to have the baggage out of the way ; and ns I knew that the em- 
barkation of it, at the moment previous to the embarkation of the army, 
would create alarm and confusion, I thought it best to have the business 
done when the reinforcements should come out. Indeed, tho desire to 
have it done at that moment, and the apprehension that tho reinforcements 
might have arrived before my letter upon tho subject could roach Lisbon, 
induced me to desire the Q. M. Gen. to fix upon tho transport for each 
regiment here, in order that there might he no more roforenco or corre- 
spondence. The baggage, which would necessarily bo separated among 
several transports, if embarked in the usual manner with the regiments, 
is now embarked in one transport for each regiment, of which, of course, 
it takes up much space. That is an evil whicli cannot he avoided, unless 

Q. 0. VIhi'ii, sail Veil. tHIo. 

1. Tho brisailo conilifitiiiti' of tlio 3il liatt. 27tl>, l)7tli, nml 40lh i'pkI"., is to lio Mi^or 
Oen. Cola’s biiyadc; and that oousisthig uf tho 45lh, UBtli, and 74llnuKt8., Major (jtin. 
Pioton’s. 

2. Tlia .W division is to consist of tlio briKodes of Major Gen. Pinion mid Major Qcii. 
Liglitbunia ; tlie 4lh division, of tlio lirigndns of Major Gan. Coin and Uri)(. Gen. AIux. 
Camnliall i Major Gen. Pictoii is to command tho 3d division, and Major Gen. Cole the 
4th uivisiiiii, until fiirllior orders. 

Col. Kcinmis is altnclied as a colonel on the SlulT to llio hriKndo of llio Mon. Major Gen. 
Cole, and Col. Mnchiiinon ne a colonel on the Slall' to tlio hrii'iide of Major Gen. Picton, 
during the time Ihuse oflicurs will command tlie 3d and 4th divimiins ivsiieulively. 

Tlie Portn^uoso brigade of inflnitry, consisting of the Olb and 21st rvgls., now stiitioiicd 
at Coimbra, uiittocbi'd to the 3d division; and llis Portuguese brigiido of iiifantry, con- 
sisting of the 3d and IStli regts., now stationcil at T.amogu, is attached to llie 4tli division. 
These brigades will hereafter be ordered to join the divisiims to wliich tiiey lielong. 

3. Tile Island 3d halts, of Portuguese CImssonrs arc utliiolied to tlio brigade of Prig. 
Gen. n. Granfurd, which is to he cidied the Light division. These troops will bo ordered 
to join the divisiou to wliioh they belong. 

4. A company 6tli bait. flOfh regt. is to be attae.bed to each of the brigades of the army 
according to tho plan detailed in the Orders of the 4tl) May, 1800. The commanding 
officer of the Stli batt. flOtli regt. will detach 3 companies to Lieut, Qeii. Hill's divisiou 
as soon as lie sliall receive this oi der, and a nnite from tlie Q. M. G. for the purpose ; and 
os the General officers commniidiiig brignilos have invariably oximeiseil tin- liigliest satis- 
faction with the uniform good conduct of lliis vnlualih) body of men, wliie.b Tins always 
coiitiiiued efl'oclive under many trying circumstiuiccs, tlio (Jummmiilor uf llio Forces de- 
sires that as far as possible tlie sumo cumpauies may be affiiclieil os formerly to the saitio 
brigades. 

Two commnioB to be attaolied to Sir .T. .Shorlirooko’s division, one to llio brigade of Guards, 
mid one to Brig. Gen. Cnmernn’s iirigiide; two coinpanies to llio 4l1i division, being one 
for Migor Gen. Cole’s, nml one for Brig. Goo. A. Campbell’s Iirigailes ; and three e,om- 
panioB, with tho bead quarlers of tlie regiment, with tbii Sd division. 

6, The A, G. and Q. M. G. will take inoasuros for phioiiig niidiiv tlio iinh-rs of Major 
Gen. Picton an officer liolnngiiig to eocli of their departments ; and llni OmiimisBnry Ge- 
neral and luspootor of Hospitals, the same jiropwlicn of Connnissariiit and Medical stall' as 
attached td tho oilier divisions of infantry. 
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all the transports for each regiment could he immediately fixed upon, 
which I imagine cannot conveniently be done ; or unless I should order 
a great proportion of the baggage to be destroyed, for which, if I give the 
order, either I or the public must pay. I must, therefore, in this, as in 
every other case, make the best ai*rangemeut that circumstances will 
enable me to make, and be satisfied with something that falls infinitely 

short of perfection. I shall inquire respecting the quantity of Mr. P ’s 

baggage. 

I am obliged to you for your intelligence respecting the means of com- 
munication with Cadiz. 


To Charles Stuart, Esq. Viseu, 22d Feb. ] 810. 

I received your letter of the 19th, and I agree in opinion with you tliat 
small duties upon the imports from England, and a more efficient collec- 
tion of the taxes at present existing in Portugal, and the transmission of 
the balances in the hands of the collectors of the revenues of the crown to 
the treasury, or to the military chest, would go far to relieve the difificul- 
ties under which the Portuguese government labor : but I understand that 
the first mentioned was the subject of a treaty between Brazil and tlie 
King’s ministers, and of course the Portuguese government are unwilling 
to interfere in itj and in respect to the others, they require only the 
adoption of a more rigorous system of punishments in order to be carried 
into execution, as there is really no government in existence of which the 
regulations are better than those of Portugal. 

I doubt whether much can be done in the way of retrenchment. How- 
ever, upon that point I have not had an opportunity of acquiring much 
information. I rather think that, adverting to the probability that we shall 
evacuate the country, and that it will be desirable to carry off as many 
people as may choose to go, and to have as many ships as may be possible 
to carry them off, it may be advisable not to put an end to all expense on 
account of the navy, although even in that view of tlie subject it would be 
desirable to draw in the squadron from the Mediterranean. 

I have desired the Commissary Gen. to pay £50,000 on account of our 
debt to the 24th Jan., and I shall, to-morrow, order him to pay the balance 
of it to the same period. I hope to be able to-morrow to let you know 
what proportion of our receipts will be applicable in future to Portuguese 
aids. The increased proportion ought to be calculated from the 1st Jan. ; 
and I shall have that calculation made here, and the amount shall be paid. 

I am obliged to you for the news, and for Sir Charles’s papers, of which 1 
will take care; and they shall be returned to you as you desire. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Viseu, 22d Feb. 1810. 

By accident I have omitted to send you the Weekly states according to 
your desire, which, however, I now enclose, with some remarks upon tlie 
last, which will show you nearly how we shall stand in the field. 

I likewise enclose an abstract of the last returns of the Portuguese army, 
which will show you how they will stand in the field. The cavalry in this 
number, although improved and improving, must not be reckoned for 
much; and if the whole were reckoned at 20,000 for the field, it would be 
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as much as they would he. Besides these immhcrs, there are 29,191 
militia armed, and 21,985 unarmed. Of the armed, however, there are at 
least 10,000 whose arms are unlit for service. The Ordenaussu are gene- 
rally unarmed. 

To Marshal Bcrcsronl. Visen, 23il Vrli, IRlfl, 

In respect to the employment of the militia of Visou and Tondella at 
Ohidos and Peniche, do not you think that, adverting to the great strength 
wind) tl)e enemy have thrown upon the north of Spain, which will even- 
tnally ho turned upon the north of Portugal, it would he heat to keep those 
corps for tlio defence of the northern provinces, and to throw into Peniche 
and Ohidos some of those nearer to these places 1’ I suggest this fur your 
consideration, 

I understand from Col. Wilson that he has emhodied only one haltalion 
of each of his mgimenfcs of militia. My opinion is, that the whole of the 
militia in the country that have arms ought to be embudied. The corps, 
when embodied, may be left nt their stations, with the oxception of those 
absolutely required elsewhere ; but they would acquire some discipline if 
emhodied, as well as he in readiness to move at short notice, which is always 
wortli the expense. I wish you would let mo know what orders you gave 
for tlio defence of the provinces of Troa os Montes and Minim. 

I have no objection to Lc Cor’s militia remaining in their stations for 
the present, hut they must positively he embodied and the i;Uh regl. must 
ho nt Thomar. I think Lo Cor ought to have a brigade of artillery. 

I send you a copy of the orders which I issued yesterday ri’speeting the 
new organization of die British army, which 1 hog you lo eoinmunluato to 
the parlies concerned. 

Have you given orders for the arlillcrymou to he collected for the occu- 
pation of our works in the hills ? I have written to Fletcher to desire him 
to SCO that Rosa and Fisher settle definitively what posts shall he filled with 
our ordnance, and what by yours j and lo have the guns sent to the posts 
forthwith. ^ ^ 

I believe that we ought to take FortS. Julian for ours, as they aro upon 
travelling carriages, which it might he very inconvenient to lose. 

To Charles Staart, Esq. Viecii, 23d Feb. 1810. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have examined, with the Commissary 
Uen,, the estimate of our expenses, which I find will amount to £ 1 90,000 a 
month. The annual amount of die Portuguese subsidy, and the expenses of 
the pay of the British officers, being taken at £980,000 per annum, comes to 
about £82,000 a month, making the total monthly expenditure in Portugal 
£272,000. As all the money received hero, on account of His Majesty, 
passes through the hands of the Commissary Gen., and as it lias frequently 
happened that the monthly supply has not been equal to the ilemands during 
the month, I had settled with Mr. Villiors that such a proportion of tho 
monthly supply should he applicable to Portuguese aids, as the total 
PortuguMe subsidy and expenses should hcai> to the whole of the British 
expense in Portugal. 

We find dial die Portuguese expenses of £28,000 are something move 
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than two-sevenths of the whole monthly expense, calculated at £212,000, 
and we have therefore settled that two-seven^s of the whole monthly supply 
shall he paid to Mr. Bell for Portuguese aids. As the increased expenses 
were to commence from the 1st Jan., I have desired the Commissary Gen. 
to pay the increased proportion of the supplies from the 25th Dec. ; and 
he sends orders accordingly to Mr. Dunmore by this opportunity, and that 
the account may he cleared, and the balance paid to the 24th .Jan. As 
soon as we shall get an account of our receipts to the 24th Feb., the amount 
will he made up on the same principles, and the balance shall be paid to 
that period. 

It is obvious that these sums will fall short of those which His Majesty’s 
government have engaged to supply to the Portuguese government, hut 
that is tlie fault of His Majesty’s government in England j and they have 
been repeatedly informed tliat it was necessary that they should send out 
money. The funds for the expenses of the British army are insuiScient in 
the same proportion ; and all that I can do is to divide the deficiency in 
its due proportions between the .two bodies which are to be supported by 
the funds at our disposal. 

To Bart. Frere, Baq. Viseu, 25tli Feb. 1810. 

I send herewith your brother’s 3 maps, which I had still kept ; and I beg 
you to return them to him. 

I have not heard from you since the 31st of last month, not even of the 
arrival of the British and Portuguese troops. You will have heard of the 
enemy’s attempts upon Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, and Astorga upon the 
same day, the 12th inst., all of which failed. They still remain at Talavera 
Real, with their left at Olivenqa, which the Spaniards had omitted to 
occupy, or effectually to destroy, and which will answer well for all tlje 
ulterior designs of the French, whatever they may be. When Ney retired 
from Ciudad Rodrigo, he went to Salamanca, and resumed his old position 
upon the Tormes, holding some troops at Zamora, 1 suppose to communi- 
cate with tlie corps under Loison and Junot, which had gone towards tlie 
frontiers of Galicia. By the last accounts of the 16tli, they had not made 
any impression upon Astorga ; but they were in strength in the Asturias, 
of which they appeared to have the whole, excepting Oviedo. They were 
also in strength about Benevente. Many of the reinforcements have cer- 
tainly arrived. Indeed, the corps on the frontier of Galicia is entirely 
composed of the troops tliat have lately entered Spain, and I hear of more 
following them. 

Gen. Hill’s corps has moved forward to Portalegre, and I shall join it 
with a reinforcement, if I should have reason to believe that it is desirable 
to make any movement for the relief of Badajoz. 

P.S. I see in a paper of the 9th tliat my brother * liad been driven 
back to Portsmouth on the Gth. 

To tbe Coiregidor of Aveiio. Viseu, 26tli Feb. 181u. 

The Commissary Gen. of the British army has informed me that, hav- 

^ The Hon. H. Wellesley (Lord Cowley, K.B.}, who had been fiivt named to succeed fllr, 
Villiers at Lisbon, but was subsequently apiioiiited Ambassadot to tbe Court of Spain. 
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ing called upon you to supply from tins district under your charge certain 
quantities of straw for the use of the British army, you have refused to do 
so, stating that there is none in your district. 1 cannot avoid reminding 
you that last year the French cavalry found straw in your district for 
nearly 2 montlis j and that having had no troops in the district since tlie 
last harvest, there must now be in tlie district as much straw as there was 
tins time hist year. 

I now order you to draw to Coimlirn, witiiin 10 days of tho date of this 
letter, .50,000 rations of straw, to begin the delivery within 5 days after 
the date ; and 50,000 additional rations within 20 days after tho date of 
this letter, for which payment will be iniule. 

If you should fail in obeying this order you will repair to my head 
quarters, and I shall report you to the government to he punished. 


To Major Gen. tho Hon. W. Stavart. Viaoii, 37lli Fcl). IRIO. 

I have had tho honor of receiving your letter of the 1 5th inst. I approve 
entirely of your having adopted measiu'cs eventually to procure a supply 
of moat for the British troops ; and you will now direct your Commissary 
to carry tliose measm-es into execution. IIo will pay and charge for this 
meat in his accounts with the Commissary Gen. of the army. It is desir- 
able, howevei’, that we should not depart from the rnasonahlo jirinciple 
that the Spanish government should supply with provisions the British 
and Portuguese troops employed in tho dcfcmsc of Gadis! j and you will 
accordingly furnish tho King’s minislor with tho accounts of tho moat 
which the Commissoiy will have purchased, ami leave him to apply for 
payment, at such time and in such luanncr as ho may think jiropor. 

I expect to hear from you in case you should ajiprohund n want of any 
other arUclo of provisions j and you may dcjmnd upon their being sent to 
Cadiz without loss of time. I ajiprovc of your issuing wine to tho troops 
in the same manner as to those composing tho army in Portugal. 

You must he in every respect the best judge of detaching llio troops 
under your command to any jiart of the limits in which they are to act ; 
and you will consider tho second article of tlie conditions in my letter of 
the 5tli inst. as intended to strengthen you against the Governor of tho 
garrison, in case he should wish to detach tho troops under your command 
in a maimer of which you sliould not approve. From the character and 
conduct, however, of tho persons in authority in Cadiz, and from your 
disposition to conciliate them, I expect that you will not he pressed to 
adopt any measure which you will not think a proper one. 

I approve of your detaining Brig. Gen. Bowes :* ho is an officer with 
whom I am well acquainted, and is highly deserving of tlic confidence 
which you are disposed to place in him. 

I Send herewitli a warrant, autliorising you to convene General Courts 
Martial, and the warrant for tho appointment of a Dop. Judge Advocate, 
which you will fill up with the name of tho officer whom you think proper 
to appoint to that office. 

Hie warrant under His Majesty’s sign manual doo.s mil authorise me to 
depute the power of confirming the sentences of General Courts Martial. 

♦ AftotwMds killed in die siege of «io Forts lit SiilaniaiiOft, in 1812, 



PORTUGAL. 


749 


In respect to a Provost, I am authorised by the King’s warrant to 
appoint only one Provost Marshal ; hut I have appointed several Assist. 
Provosts, who have the same authority, and you will appoint an Assist. 
Provost for the troops under your command. 

I enclose a copy of the orders which have been issued upon this subject, 
and I shall further desire the Adj. Gen. to send you a copy of all the 
general orders which have been issued in this army. 

I am much obliged to you for your account of events, and of the 
situation of affairs at Cadiz, which is very interesting. I had not heard 
from that quarter since the 31st of last month. 1 am apprehensive that 
you will find the Spanish troops in the field not much better than their 
appearance promises ; and you cannot render a more important service to 
the cause than by precept and example to endeavor to induce the Spanish 
officers to clothe, discipline, feed, and pay their soldiers ; and to establish 
some system of regimental regulation and economy, by which it may be 
hoped that the corps may he kept together and in order when on service 
in the field in the shape of armies. The cavalry in particular is lament- 
ably deficient in discipline, and in every thing wliich can render that arm 
useful, or indeed any thing but dangerous to those with whom they may 
act ; and yet it would be difficult, if not impossible, for an army to keep the 
field in Spain, unless attended by a large body of well disciplined cavalry. 

I approve of your having reported your arrival at Cadiz to the Sec. of 
State. 

P.S. Since writing the above, tlie Commissary Gen. has communicated 
to me a letter from Mr. O’Meara, from which I observe tliat he proposes 
to purchase American salt provisions. From tlie perusal of your letter, I 
imagined that you intended that he should purchase cattle from Barbary, 
to which the paragraph in the commencement of this letter refers. If 
you should require salt provisions, you will let me know it, and I will 
send some from Lisbon, where we have large quantities in store, which 
we cannot make use of. In the mean time, till the salt provisions shall 
arrive, after I shall receive your requisition for them, you may use the 
provisions in the transports, which must afterwards be replaced. 

To Major Gen. the Hon, W. Stewart. Viseu, 27tli Feh. 1810. 

I received yesterday your private letter of the 15th, as well as your dis- 
patch, and I am glad to find that matters are going on at Cadiz to your 
satisfaction. 

I am not acquainted with Venegas, but have always heard a good 
character of him ; and his consent must certainly have been given to the 
measure of calling for our assistance. _ You must be a better judge of his 
conduct than I can be; and adverting to the fact that the seat of the 
government is within the limit of his command, and that the Duque de 
Alburquerque, who commands the greater part of the troops, is a senior 
officer to Venegas, I think it very immaterial whether he does or does not 
entertain the opinions which O’FarriH’s paper attributes to him. If he 
does entertain them, they are not unnatural opinions for a Spaniard to en- 
tertain, by no means uncommon even among the best of the Spaniards, or 
at all inconsistent witli the performance of his duty against the French. I 
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also think that his entertaining these opinions is not ineonsisteiit with his 
consent to the measure of calling for our ussistiince to deleiul CiuUk at the 
moment the requisition was made ; particularly recollecting a leUor * which 
I wrote to Gen. Whittingham hi Decemher upon this suhject, which 1 
know was shown to Venegas, and which was certainly calculated to inspiro 
confidence rather than mistnist of our designs in regard to (ladi/. 

I wrote ‘ the conditions ’ in my dispatch of the 5th inst. to Mr. Frere, in 
the same spirit, as I know that, however important it i.s to onr interests that 
Cadiz should he defended and maintained, we can olfeet our object only by 
convincing the Spaniards that it is essentially thnir interest (as it really is) 
to maintain the place j and that wo co-operate in its defence with a view 
to tile importance of the preservation of the place for their cause particu- 
larly, as well as for the general and the British interests. Upon other 
points I wish that you and Mr. Frere would consider seriously of the 
defence of Cadiz, and of the general measures to he adopted in relation to 
the situation of affairs in Spain at present. 

The misfortune throughout the war has boon lliat the Spaniards arc of 
a disposition too sanguine. They have invariably expected only success in 
objects for the attainment of which they had adnjileil no measures. They 
have never looked to, nor prepared for, a longihoned contest ; and all those, 
or nearly all, who have had any tiling to do witli Ihoin, liave imbibed the 
same spirit, and the same senUmenls. Without adveiiiiig to the enormous 
armies which arc daily pouring into .Spun, in addition to those which wore 
before in the country, and were alrcmly superior in iiunilier to the allies; 
or to tho fact that there is now no army in the Held o.’ccepting tlie llritisli 
army, they are thinking of offensive operations from Cadiz ; and tliey 
appear to me to hold tho Isla do Leon mom as tho intrenched camp (and 
hardly oven deserving lliat name) of an army, tlian as a fortified post, upon 
the possession of which every tiling is to turn in future. 

I agree entirely witli CFarrill, tlmt if the Isla dc Luoii is lost, tho town 
of Cadiz will not, and probably cannot, liold out a week. Tho Fpaniards 
and we should deceive ourselves if we could supposo that a most sorioiia 
attack will not sooner or later he made upon this island, or upon the emn- 
munioations between the island and Cadiz, which it would he in vain to 
expect to resist, without having rocoiirso to all tho measures for the defence 
of these points which art can suggest. It is impossililo to say whether tho 
enemy will begin by making this great attack upon Cadiz, or will turn' 
their attention to onr situation in Portugal ; but sooner or later all that 
force and art can do to obtain possession of tho Isla de Leon will be done, 
and these efforts can be successfully resisted only by tho adoption of similar 
measures. I would therefore suggest to you to got Capt. Landmaim to 
examine particularly tlie Isla de Leon, and the cominunicntion between 
the Isla and Cadiz, without loss of time j and to consider of the general 
principle and plan on which these important possessions ought to bo 
defended. Let him then suggest the construction of tho works which 
appear to him to be most iiocessaiy, working always upon the principle 
and the plan which he would first hove laid down for llio defence of the 
Isla, &c, ; and supposing always, which he may ho sure will ho tho case, 

* Si'o p. eoo. 
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that there will be a sufficient number of men to occupy and defend the 
works, the construction of which he shall recommend. 

When you shall be prepared with these plans, &c., I would suggest to 
you and Mr. Frere to recommend their adoption, and the immediate exe- 
cution of the works, to the serious attention of the government, and to press 
them to provide for the effectual defence of Cadiz, always in the spirit in 
which I wrote to Gen. Whittingham and of ‘ the conditions.’ Gen. O’Far- 
rill’s paper will afford topics in abundance by which this object may be 
urged ; and in fact every man who knows any thing of the state of Spain, 
and of the sentiments of the people of the country, must be certain that if 
Cadiz should hold out, and the Mediterranean islands continue in the pos- 
session of the patriots, and the colonies continue true to the cause, the 
Buonapartes may have the military possession of the country, but sooner 
or later they must lose it In the same view I would earnestly m-ge the 
government to send the fleet to Minorca, and to provide effectually for the 
defence of that and the other islands. The equipment of the fleet, which 
ought to be looked to, is a measure for future consideration. 

I refer you to my letters to Mr. Frere for information upon the state of 
affairs in this quarter. 

To Bart. Frere, Esq. Viseu, 27th Feb. 1810. 

I have received your letter of the 10th inst., and I am glad that the 
reinforcements sent to Cadiz have given satisfaction. I have written to 
Gen. Stewart upon the measures to be adopted there and at Minorca, to 
which letter I beg to refer you. 

Since I wrote to you last, I find tliat a French corps has arrived at 
Montijo from Arzohispo, Mortier’s corps still retaining its position. I 
have not heard from tlie Marques de la Romana since I sent his aide de 
camp, Capt. O’Neil, to him with a communication of my opinion, that 
unless he had reason to believe that Badajoz required an exertion for its 
momentary relief, in order to complete Ihe provisions of the place, and 
was certain that he could effect his object in a short space of time, it was 
better that I should not collect a larger force south of the Tagus, as he 
might depend upon it that the consequence of my reinforcing my corps 
in that quarter would be that the French would reinforce theirs, probably 
from the southward, and we should be obliged to withdraw, leaving 
Badajoz in a worse state than we had found it. The same misfortune 
would occur by the junction of the enemy’s reinforcements with their 
corps in Castille, which would equally oblige me to withdraw the rein- 
forcements which I should now send across the Tagus. That the question 
would then arise whether any advantage would result to the cause, by 
inducing the enemy to weaken their corps to the southward, in order to 
concentrate near Badajoz ; upon which I have only to observe that I can 
expect none, and that I conceive that the enemy cannot be in a situation 
in which they can do the allies less mischief than in that in which tliey 
are at present. All this reasoning depends, however, upon the question 
whether it is necessary to give Badajoz a little more time, and whether 
they can improve their situation in a few days. I think I can give them 
these few days, but no more. 
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I have heard notlung positive from the northward since I wrote to you 
on the 25th ; hut there is a report in lliis town, stating that the Froncli 
had entered Lugo. Tliero is iiotliing new from Castillo. Jloinforeeinonts 
have certainly entered Spain in large nunib(!rs ; and it is said that some 
have joined Ney’s corps. 1 do not know whether you have hoon apprised 
that a post has heen established from Faro to Li-slMni three times a week, 
and equally from Lisbon to Faroj and there are boats at Faro to carry 
the letters to Cadiz, by which means we might hear from you and Geii. 
Stewart 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. YIsto, 27i1i Voh. Ifilo, 

I received only yesterday your letter of the 22d. I have eoimiuiiiicated 
to the Marques do la Romano my opinion, that we sliould do lladajoz more 
harm than good, by attemirting to remove the enemy to a distance at tlm 
present moment, and I shall see what he says in answ(!r to my ohiScrvations. 
It is now obvious, however, that your corps must he reinforced, before it 
can make any offensive movement against the enemy. My opinion is, 
that the enemy will not make a serious attack upon Badajoz. Indeed, it 
would be useless to them to make lliis attack, as they have Olivonya, which 
will answer all their purposes of attimkupon Portugal equally with Badajoz, 
and they lose no time. This view of the subject induces mo to instruct 
you respecting tlie bridge at Ahrantos, in case you should retire from the 
Alentejo. In this case you will ho so kind as to have that bridge taken up, 
and the boats and all the materials brought over to this aide of the river, to 
a spot where tliey will ho under the fire of our works. 

All tlie boats on the Tagus, from Villa Velha inclusive down to Villa 
Franca, excepting those of the bridge of Ahrantos, above ju’ovidcd for, 
must he ordered down to Alhaiulrii, 2 miles below Villa hh-anca, as soon as 
you shall cross the Tagus. I enclose a jaipcr which will state to you to 
what persons you are to address yourself to have these boats removed ; 
M3d you will give lliom evoiy assistance in your power to effect the 
object. 

P.S. I wish likewise to inform you (dial arrangements have heen made 
to remove out of the enemy’s way the carts, mules, and other means of 
conveyance, and the provisions, of which the enemy might make use in the 
invasion of die country. I recommend that you should communicate with 
Gen. Leite upon this subject, who has die returns of the province of Alon- 
tejo in his hands, and settle with him the course which the carts, &c., of 
the province of Alentejo should take in die event supposed. My opinion 
is, that those in die soudicrn and eastern parts of dio 2 irovince, that could 
not collect about Elvas, should go off towards the kingdom of Algarve ; 
and those to the northward to get into the hills about Niza, Portalegrc, &c. 

You will recollect that part of the province of Portuguese Estremadura 
is soudi, or on die left of the Tagus ; and if you should cross that river 
you should immediately send to the commanding officer of the province 
of Estremadura, who resides at Lisbon, to desire him to remove from that 
part of the province which is on the left of the Tagus all carts, mules, &c., 
and the provisions which they can cany with them ; and these sliould so 
to Betuval, and under the protection of the castle of Palmelln. 
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to CoL Satveif, commg. Parfugutst troopa, CoinJira. 27th Feb. 1810. 

The Commander of the Forces has decided, fur the relief of the general hospital, 
Coimbra, to remove from that station every fortnight a certain proportion of cases 
towards Lisbon. It is his Excellency’s wish that you will be pleased to furnish 
on these occasions, which will he notified to yon by the Military commandant of 
hospitals, ail escort to consist of one snbaltem and 20 R. and F. from tlie 
Portuguese troops under your command, which guard is proposed to go as far as 
Leiria, there to be relieved by an equal number of the forces there stationed. 

The officer of tbs Portuguese service is to be put in communication with the 
senior British ojhcer in charge of tlie sick, who has received orders to support the 
detachment in its duty, wliich it is expected by my Lord Wellington it will exe- 
cute with propriety and steadiness, and is to consist in preventing the sick from 
wandering from their carriages on the march, the carriages from halting without 
necessity, or the native di-ivers (where such are employed) taking away their 
animals or carts without regular discharge from the responsible officer. 

To Lieut, Gen, Leite. Confidentiul memorandum. 28th Feh. 1810. 

You are aware of die situation of tlie frontiers of this Kingdom, and of 
the necessity which may exist of leaving a part of the country exposed for 
a time, in order to concentrate our troops on other points of greater and 
more vital importance. 

In contemplation of this necessity, I had proposed to the government 
some time ago that all the cai-ts, means of transport, &c., in the different 
provinces should be registered and placed under the direction of the gover- 
nors in different provinces, in order that they might he removed out of 
the reach of the enemy, in case it should be necessary at any time to 
draw the troops from the province. 

I have desired Gen. Hill to communicate with you upon this subject in 
case it should be necessary for him to withdraw from Alentejo, of which, 
however, there does not appear to he any probability ; and I wish you to 
determine in your own mind to what point the carriages and means of 
transport, widi as much provision as they can carry away, in each Comarca 
in the province of Alentejo shall go, in case tlie allied army shall he 
obliged to withdraw with a view to further operations, and the enemy should 
be enabled to enter. 

It might probably he also desirable that you should give your usual in- 
structions beforehand upon this subject to the heads of the different 


^ Q VlBCU, SBtliFel]. 1810. 

6. The Commander of the Forces draws the attention of the soldiers of the army to the 
consenueiieo of the crimes committed by the soldiers thus ordered for execution unUra (he 

sentence of a General Court Martial. of the — regt., and — -p of the — 

rest., committed a crime which the Commander of the Forces is coueerned to observe is 
to5 common in this army ; they robbed and ill-Ueateii an inhah^nt of this country whom 
they met on the ro^ids a crime wliich the Comniander of the Forces i8 deteranned in no 

™TlM*Bddieifoftlie army have been invariably wdl treated by the iiihabitmta of Por- 
tugal: and the frequent instances which have occurred of their being rabtol and ill- 
treated, and of murders being committed, by soldiers who straggle from their detachments 
on a march, are a disgrace to the character of this army, pd of the Britwh nation. 

The Commander of the Forces is therefors determined in every case of the kind that may 
occur to have proof adduced of the crime committed; and the sentence of the General 
Courts Martial, whatever they may be, shall be carried into ejteoutroii. , 

The Commander of the Poroes is concerned to observe that the oumo ooromitted by 

, nrivate in the — regt, is no less common in tins army than robbery and murder , 

andhU-espect to this crime he is equally determined to oany into execuhon the soiiteiices 
of tlie General CoutU Martini whatevei' they be. 

VOL. III. 
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Coniarcas, to be carried into exocntion when llioy should hear tlmt the 
enemy are approaching their districts. 

While writing upon this subject, I think it proper also to mention to 
you that I expect that the Capitaos Mdr will he propnrcd with their several 
companies of Ordenanza to do the enemy all the mischief in their power 
if he should invade the country ; not by assembling in large bodies, but 
by impeding his communications, by firing upon him from the mountains 
and strong passes with which the whole country abounds, and by annoying 
his foraging and other parties that ho may send out, llis cavalry cannot 
act in a great pari of Alontojo ; and by activity, much may he done by 
the Capitaos Mdr in tlie strong parts of the country. 

You must be the best judge upon all theso points ; and I can only toll 
you tliat I shall approve of the measure, if you should decide to admit the 
Marques de la Romana’s troops into Campo Maior, after considoriug them. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Vieou, 28tli Fob. 1810. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have received your letter of the 26th. 
I don’t bolieve that the French corps on the right of the Guadiana is so 
strong as Lieut. Hay * reports it to he ; hut I should think the two corps 
put togetlior, on botli sides die Guadiana, are 2-1,000 men. However, I 
do not think they are in a state to ineddlc with you. 

I have written to Gen. Loite on tho arrangement on which I wrote to 
you yesterday, respecting the carts of the country, lluapeeling the boats 
on the Tagus, it occurs to mo that you might also correspoml immediately 
with tho governors of Santarom and Ahrantos, and appriso them tliat cir- 
cumstances may induce you to deisiro Uiom to order the boats placed under 
their charge down tho river; and desire them to he prepared to odopt 
measures to force all tho boats to tho place to which you will order them ; 
but desire them not to adopt any measures till they shall receive their 
ulterior orders from you. 

I was afraid tliat you would bo obliged to supply the Portuguese troops, 
which of course must be done, if they cannot supply themselves. In the 
mean time I have written to the government upon this subject. 

To Brig. Gen. R. Ctauruid. Visou, Saih Fell. 1810. 

I received last night your letter of tho 21^1, 1^ a.m, ; and, as I have 
not heard from you since, I conclude that tho enemy’s advance to Barba 
de Puerco was only to feel us. Soult’s corps, as wdl as Mortior’s, are 
upon Uie Guadiana, so tliat Badajoz would rather appear to be their 
object, I ratlier bolieve, however, that their force is loo much separated 
to effect any military object whatever. Our troops have boon well received 
at Cadiz. 

I beg of you to use as much ammunition os you please, and replace it 
from Almeida; only give notice to your neighbours of what you aro about. 

To the Earl of Liveipool, Viaeu, 38tb Fob. 1810. 

Affairs liave rsmained nearly in the same situation since I addressed you 


* Sir A. LoiUi Hoy, 
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on the 21st inst. Marshal Ney’s corps remains upon the Tormes, with its 
advanced posts towards the Agueda. The French had not made any pro- 
gress in taking Astorga as late as the 20th; and it was supposed that the 
corps in that quarter would unite with Ney’s corps for the attack of 
Ciudad Rodrigo. 

The corps called Marshal Soult’a had entered Lower Estremadura by 
the bridge of Arzobispo ; that part of it which was at Plasencia, and was 
only an advanced guard, crossed the Tagus at the feriy of Serrodilla, at 
which the Spaniards liad replaced the boat since the British army were in 
that neighbourhood in August. 

The whole of this corps axe now collected on the right of the Guadiana, 
about Montijo, while Mortier’s corps is on the left of that river, between 
Talavera Real and Olivenqa. As the rains have not been heavy this 
winter, the Guadiana is still fordable. 

The last accounts I received from Cadiz are of the 15th. The arrival 
of the British and Portuguese troops had given the greatest satisfaction ; 
and as the Duque de Alburquerque’s corps, consisting of 11,000 men, 
was in the Isla de Leon, and was likely to be reinforced by a division of 
Areyzaga’s army, which was embarked at Gibraltar, and by anotlrer divi- 
sion embarked at Ayamonte, it was expected that there would be 18,000 
Spanish troops for the defence of Cadiz, besides the British and Portuguese 
corps, and the volunteers of the town. The French occupied the country 
in the neighbourhood, from Rota to Chiclana, with 25,000 men; and 
Joseph was supposed to be there. 

The Spanish corps, called the army of the left, has crossed the Tagus, 
with the exception of the division under Gen. Carrera, which remains in 
Castille ; and one division was at Alburquerque ; the other at Gastello de 
Vide, in Portugal, on the 25th inst., when I heard of them last. There 
appears no doubt that large reinforcements for the enemy’s array have 
arrived in Spain ; but I have not received any account upon which 1 can 
rely of their amount. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Viseu, 28lh Feb. 1810. 

I hope that you will have attended to my suggestion to send to the Tagus 
a fleet of ships of the line; a measure which I really think of the utmost 
importance. Besides the facility which their assistance will give us in 
embarking, if it should be necessary, I would wish to draw your Lordship’s 
attention to tlie possibility that the enemy might combine his attack upon 
the frontiers of Portugal with a movement of his fleet in the Mediterranean 
to the Tagus. If he should make this movement, you will probably lose 
your army, in return for which you would probably blockade his fleet in 
the Tagus ; and, if events should ever turn out favorably again in Spain 
and Portugal, you might capture it. 

However, your loss would be enormous in the mean time, as well as 
upon the ultimate balance of advantages ; and it may be so easily prevented, 
that I cannot but hope tliat you will have adopted the measure I have 
suggested to you. 

P.S. I enclose the last Weekly state. 

3 c 2 
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To tlia Boo. of tlio Treaawry. Vinflii, 2H(li Veil. 1810. 

I am concornod to have to inform llio Lords of the Treasury that a sum 
of money, amounting to £29,000, has hoen demanded hy Dep. Commissary 

Gen. , and has been paid hy Dep. Paymaster Gen. out of the 

military chest at Lisbon, without any warrant or aiitliority from mo, or any 
communication with mo, or the Commissary Gen., or Dep. Paymaster 
Gen. Boys, who is the head of the pay department of this army. 

The irregularity of this proceeding is so obvious, that I have declined 
to enter into any of the circumstances which have induced the parties to 
commit it, till the money should bo replaced in the military chest. I un- 
derstand, however, that Mr. having hoen at tlic head of the Commis- 

sariat wiUi the army in Portugal, till the end of the month of April, when 
Mr. Murray took charge of that department, conceives that ho has a claim 
upon the pay department for a sum of money stopped from the pay of the 
troops wlio received rations j and he has taken this sum from the military 
chest in part of discharge of this claim, as I have above stated, without my 
warrant, or even communication with me. 

I must also observe that the stoppage from the pay of the troops, when 
they receive rations, is the property of the public ; and being in the 
military chest, tlie amount ought not to have boon taken out of the chest 
witliout my warrant. Mr. Murray having, since ho took charge of the 
department, paid debts incurred hy all his predocussors in office, I do not 

exactly see what occasion Mr hod to call for this smu of money ; 

and at all events supposing tlio sum was mjuired for a public iniriwse, 
application ought to have boon made to me for my warrant for its issue. 

Although I have tliought it proper to bring this subject under the con- 
sideration of the Lords of tlio Treasury, on account of its great irregu- 
larity, and because I find from the enclosed currespoiulence between Mr. 

Boys and Mr. that I cannot get this sum of money replaeod in the 

military chest, I beg that you will inform their Lordships that I have no 
reason to believe that there is any thing corrupt in the tratisaclioti, into 
which, however, I have refused to examine till the money should he 
replaced in the military chest. 

I have desired Mr. Murray to transmit, for their Lordships’ information, 

copies of the correspondence which he has had with Mr. upon this 

subject. 


To Lieut. Gen. Bacellar, Governor of tha Provinca of Bairn. ConfUaiiliiil metnornndnm. 

Ut March, 1810. 

At the moment when the enemy may attack this province, the operations 
of the allied army may have led them to a distance from it, and the enemy 
may have it in his power to hold a temporary possession of it. It is 
desirable, therefore, that wo should consider at an early moment of the 
mode of keeping the tmoray out of tlio province ns long as possible, sup- 
posing the province to bo left, in groat measure, to its own resources for 
ite defence ; 2dly; of the mode of confining his operations within eovtain 
supposing that he should he able to i.enetrate 
r . and, Sdly ; of the mode of distressing him as much os possible 
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for provisions and other resources, supposing that he should establish him- 
self within certain districts in the country. 

The following suggestions arc submitted to Gen. Bacellar with a view 
to all these objects : 

1st ; I recommend that the Capitaos MtSr of all the districts should be 
directed to have their companies in the best order and prepared for service. 
These companies must act independently and separately, each in its own 
district ; unless in cases where 2 or more companies joining can defend a 
point interesting to the districts to which both belong. 

In case it should be necessary, preparations and arrangements must be 
made for destroying the bridges over the Coa, between Pinhel and Villar 
Torpim, and at Castello Bom. The bridge at Almeida should also be de- 
stroyed eventually; but that measure involves more important consequences, 
and must not be adopted without orders from me. Whenever a bridge or 
road is destroyed, a party of the Ordenanza must he stationed to prevent 
the enemy from repairing it ; and a party must, in the event of the British 
army quitting this part of the country, be stationed on this side of the 
bridge of Almeida. It will likewise he necessary to have parties of the 
Ordenanza at the several fords on the Coa, from Castello Bom to the junc- 
tion with the Douro. 

The next point will be the river Mondego. If the enemy should pene- 
trate by passing the Coa, it does not appear that it will be very easy to 
prevent him from entering the valley of tire Mondego. The bridges on the 
Mondego, in the whole extent of its course from Celorico to Ponte da 
Muroella, ought to be broken, and arrangements should be made for tliat 
purpose, and for posting a party of the Ordenanza at each bridge, in order 
to prevent the enemy from repairing it, and from spreading to his right 
across the Mondego into the country north of that river ; or if he should 
take the road north of that river, to prevent him from spreading into the 
valley south of it. 

The bridges upon the Alva, &c., ought likewise to be destroyed, and 
parties of Ordenanza placed at each of them, if tlie enemy should penetrate 
by the left of the Mondego : and those upon the Tavora, upon the Dao, 
the bridge at Fail, the Ponte daPedrinha, the bridge at Santa Comba Dao, 
and the bridges of the Criz, if they should penetrate by the country north 
of the Mondego. All the bridges upon the Zezere should likewise be 
destroyed. By these measures, and by the occupation of the ground at 
the places where the passages shall have been destroyed, if the enemy shall 
not be stopped, at least he will be confined in his operations, and will not 
be able to do so much mischief as he otherwise would. 

Preparatory measures ought to be adopted to destroy each of these 
bridges when the necessity of it may exist; and the bridge should be 
broken only when it appears probable that the enemy may intend to use it. 

Besides these measures, the Governor of the province should, at an early 
period, consider of the place to which the means of transport and the pro- 
visions in each Comarca of the province should be sent, in case the enemy 
should enter the province. Those in the neighbourhood of the Serra d’Es- 
trella should be sent into the Serra; those in tlie neighbourhood of the 
Zezere, into the villages along that river; those north of the Mondego, into 
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the Serra de Alcoba. The great object in the preparatory arrangements 
on this subject should be, that the Gominandiiig oflicor in the province 
should make up his mind to what part the means of transport and provi- 
sions existing in tlie dilfercnt Comarcas in the province slionld remove, in 
case the enemy should enter tho province by any of the diflbront lines wliich 
he might take. Ho has tlie register of all the carriages and means of 
transport; and he would only have to give his orders, all previous arrange- 
ments being made, when he should hear of the enemy’s movements. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Visou, 1st March, 1810. 

I sent off last night my dispatches, and tho bag to go to England by the 
packet of last Sunday ; and I now enclose a letter for Lord Liverpool, 
which I hope may be in time. If it should not be so, I will request you 
to send it by the first opportunity. 

You shall have the accounts made up to 1st March, ns soon as we can 
get an account of our receipts to tliat period. In respect to the Portu- 
guese deficiency, I made it, in November, from ofllcial documents sent to 
me by the Regency, 6,010,000 dollars, for the year 1809. Tho revenue 
received, and expected to be received by the end of the year, was 
8,601,331 dollars, and the estimated exponditure was 14,619,250 dollars. 
From that deficiency was to be subtracted tho sura of £509,000, then paid 
by Groat Britain for the troops ; and calculating tho dollar at 5 shillings, 
it left a dofioioncy of about £900,000, which wus tho sum that T stated to 
govenimont. Supposing tljose numbers to bo tolerably oomset, and to 
represent the exiaUug state of tho Portuguese liuamio, there would now bo 
to be subtracted from tho deficiency tho lulditioiuil £250,()()0 subskly; and 
tho deficiency would remain at £650,000 sterling. I believe this to ho a 
tolerably e.xact account of tho dcficioncy ; and I know that I oxtrnotod it 
from the ofliciol account with groat pains. 

It would he most desirable to adopt the measure which you propose re- 
specting the import of British manufactures. lu respect to tlie other 
measure proposed by Redondo, I am not sulficiently aware of tho mode of 
collecting the revenue, to he certain that tliey have sullicicnt checks to 
make the principle of the measure operate to produce n larger sum into 
the treasury. Of this, however, wo may he certain, tlint tlie sum pro- 
duced will not he smaller than it is, and therefore it might ho tried. 

Since I wrote to you respecting the use to be made of tlio Portuguese 
fleet eventually, I have tunied over in my mind the expediency of en- 
couraging a general emigration from this country ; and I acknowledge 
that, upon tho whole, I am disposed to doubt it. I think that we ought, 
and I propose to endeavor, to oai'ry off all the regular army, because we 
may be very certain, that all that wo leave behind will very soon be mode 
French soldiers ; hut I think that wo ought to have in Portugal, and to 
encourage to remain here, all tlie gentlemen of tho country; us a germ of 
insurrection, whenever circumstances shall affonl them an opportunity to 
throw off the French yoke, which may ho afforded by thousands of events 
in the Peninsula, in France, and in Europe. If wo should encourage tho 
■ party in general to withdraw, no advantage can ho taken of those events 
hereafter ; and we gain no advantage at present by withdrawing them, as 
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they will be only a burden to us, or to the government of Brazil. At the 
same time I think we are bound to provide for the removal of all who 
have been concerned in carrying on the government, and who are now or 
hereafter may be conspicuously active against the French. Pray turn 
this subject over in your mind, and let me know your opinion upon it. 

I believe that the news in Forjaz’s letter is nearly correct. I had not 
heard of the movement of the heavy artillery towards Badajoz from Seville, 
nor do I believe it. You have omitted to enclose the paper from Dom 
M, Forjaz respecting the hospital at tlie Rope walk ; and we cannot make 
out the name of the place which he had proposed for the hospital, as 
written in your letter. I shall always send my dispatches to you ; those 
of yesterday went to you ; and I still hope the enclosed will be in time. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Vieeu, let March, 1810. 

I have tlie honor to enclose a letter which I have received from Lieut. 
Col. Doyle, and upon which I have to request the decision of His Majesty’s 
government. 

In the mean time, as I consider it an object of the utmost importance 
to encourage the desertion of the enemy’s troops, I have authorised the 
payment of 20 dollars to every man who may desert, and will enlist into 
His Majesty’s service ; and I have directed Col. Doyle to send such men 
as he shall agree with on these terms to Gibraltar, Cadiz, or Lisbon. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Viseu, Ist March, 1810. 

I have just received your private letter of the 13tli Feb., and I write 
an answer to it immediately, in order that this may reach Lisbon before 
the packet sails on Sunday. 

Your Lordship will have observed that I sent a detachment to Cadiz, 
as soon as 1 heard that the Spaniards were disposed to admit our troops 
into that garrison, which was as large as I could then make it, and as large 
os I thought they would be inclined to receive, from what I heard at lie 
time of the disposition of the party in the town. As Gen. Campbell was 
about to send the 2d batt. 88th regt. from Gibraltar, and as no desire has 
been expressed from Cadiz diat more troops should be sent from hence, 
and above all, as from the strength of the enemy’s corps in the neighbour- 
hood of Cadiz, there does not appear any intention, 'nor are there means, 
to make an attack upon tlie Isla de Leon, which the troops there would 
not be able to repulse, I have not thought it proper to weaken this army 
any further, by sending to Cadiz any additional reinforcement. 

I agree entirely with Gen. Castanos, that the war has been hitherto 
carried on on erroneous principles ; and I also agree with him that the 
French will find it most difficult to conquer the cotmtry ; but I doubt 
whether any active effort will, or indeed can, be made within Spain itself. 
It appeal's to me to be most probable that, in a short time, there will be 
no resistance to the French troops in any part of Spain, excepting at 
Cadiz, and in any other of the forts and strongholds wMch may be able to 
hold out. But there will be no obedience, and there will remain an 
universal disposition to revolt, which will break out upon the first, and 
every opportunity, that will be afforded by the absence or the weakness 
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of the detnolinients of French troops, which must usually ho kopt in all 
parts of the country for the ordinary purposes of govornmont, and, in the 
end, the French yoke must bo slinkeii off. This disposition of tlio people 
will be much encouraged by the continuance of the contest at Cadli!, by 
the possession by tlio loyal party of the islands in the Mediterranean and 
of tlio fleet, and by the continued loyalty of the colonies. 

We are much mistaken, Imwovor, if wo suppose tliat the Isln do Leon 
(without the possession of which I do not think Cailin would hold out a 
week) is now in a state to sustain the serious attnok which will bo made 
upon it, when the contest sliall bo brought to that state throughout the 
Peninsula, that there will be no opposition to the French, excepting at the 
Isla de Leon. I have written to Gen. W. Stewart upon this subject, and 
have desired him to order Capt. Landmnnn of tlie Engineers, who is there, 
to look at the island, and fix the principles and the plan on which it must 
be defended, and the works which ought to be immediately constructed 
on those principles ; and then to alarm the Regenoy by a representation 
of the nature of the attack which is likely to be made upon them, and of 
the inadequacy of their means of resistance at present. From what I 
hear of them, I think they arc likely to attend to this representation, and 
to order the immediate construction of the works which aro necessary for 
the defence of the island, against an attack in which wo may bo very cer- 
tain that all the resources of the art will he resorted to ; and 1 hope the 
place will bo prepared to resist this attack before it can he made. 

This view of the question reapoctiiig Cndis! and the lain has convinced 
mo, ns it probably will your Lordship, and indeed every view that I have 
taken of tlie British interest in tlio contest in the I’eninsuhi has eonvinoed 
me, that the British army ought to remain in the field in Portugal os long 
os may he practicable, and consistent with its safely. 

If we should withdraw from Portugal to go to Cadiz, in thu first place, 
I do not think it quite clear llrnl wo should ho rcooivod thcro, or that ovon 
the best friends of the British alliance would wish to receive us. In the 
next place, as soon os wc shall withdraw from Portugal, tlio enemy will 
seize Lisbon on the next day; the fort of Ciiuhul Rodrigo cannot liold out 
a moment; Badajoz will not hold out long; and tlio reduction of those two 
would give the means of taking Elvas niid Almeida, which could not be 
expected to hold out long after we should have withdrawn. Cadiz would 
then be to he attacked by the whole French army, prohobly before the 
Isla could be fortified as it ought to be ; and oven if we should be ad- 
mitted to take a share in its defence, it might be in such a state as to 
render all our efforts hopeless. In a view, then, to tlio cuntiiiunnce of the 
contest at Cadiz, os well os in every other view that I have over taken of 
the subject, I consider it highly desirable that we should maintain our- 
selves in Portugal as long as possible. 

Besides the measures for the defence of Cadiz, I have do.sired Gen. W. 
Stewart and Mr. Frero to recommend to the Regency to remove the fleet 
to Mahon, and to provide effectually for the defenec of Minorca, and 
of the other islands’ in the Mediterranean. Besides this, it is my opinion 
that we ought to endeavor to retain Penicho, in a view to the continu- 
ance of the resistance to the French in the Peninsula. That place is 
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already in such a state that it cannot be taken by a coup de main ; and if 
I had engineers to spare, I could soon put it in such a state that it would 
be very difficult to take it. The possession of this place by the English 
and the loyal Portuguese would have nearly the same effect in Portugal 
as the continuance of the contest at Cadiz would have in Spain ; and there 
are not many days in the year in which the communication with it, by 
sea, could be prevented. It is worthy of the consideration of the govern- 
ment whetlier tliey will continue to occupy this place. If they do, they 
must leave at least one British battalion in it, and some artillery ; and 
they may depend upon it tliat their holding this place will be of use to 
Cadiz, and to tlie whole Peninsula. 

What I have already written is probably as extensive a consideration of 
the question respecting Cadiz, as is necessary in the existing situation of 
the contest in the Peninsula. I shaH, however, go one step further, and 
suppose for a moment that it was possible to renew it with the aid of 
Spanish armies. See. &o . ; and knowing what I do of the country and of 
the disposition of the people, and of the state, and probable future state, 
of tlieir army, I am decidedly of opinion that the largest British army 
which Great Britain can afford to supply would do better to carry on its 
operations through Portugal, and make Lisbon the point of its communi- 
cation witli England, than carry on its operations through the south of 
Spain, communicating with Cadiz and Gibraltar. 

It is useless to trouble you with a consideration of the different topics 
which bear upon this question. I shall only observe that we can advance 
with safety nearer to the centre of the scene of operations, and retire with 
greater ease; and, I hope, get away with equal safety from the Tagus; 
and that, as we now show, we can keep in check, as long as we can 
remain, a much larger force than we could oppose, if we were in the 
south of Spain, and it were brought against us. 

I can tell you no more than I have already told you about the embark- 
ation of the Portuguese army. If you will let us have a large fleet of 
ships of war, and 45,000 disposable tons of transports, I shall try, and I 
think I shall bring them all off ; but I cannot be certain, until the time 
comes, tliat I shall be able to bring off a man. 

In respect to home politics, I acknowledge tliat I do not like them 
much, and I am convinced that the government cannot last. I do not 
think that any government can stand, after an inquiry into an important 
measure by a Committee of the House of Commons, Howevei', I am of 
opinion that the King has a right, and must be supported in the exercise 
of the right, to choose his own servants, as long as he thinks it proper to 
persevere in retaining those whom he prefers in his service ; und if no 
other advantage shall have been gained by the formation of the existing 
government, it has at least drawn from Lord Grenville opinions which 
will render the employment of him not inconsistent with the King’s ease, 
if he should think proper to call him to his service, 

I assure you that what has passed in Pai'liament respecting me, has not 
given me one moment’s conceni, as far as I am personally concerned ; and 
indeed I rejoice at it, as it has given my friends an opportunity of setting 
the public right upon some points on which they ha^iMCt^den informed, 
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and on others on which the misrepreaontatious had driven the truth from 
their momoriea. But I regret that men like Lord — and others should 
carry the spirit of party so far as to attack an oflicer in his ahsence, should 
take the ground of their attack from Cohbctt and tlic Monitotir, and 
should at once blaino him for circumstances and events over which he 
coaid have no control, and for faults which, if Umy were committed at all, 
wore not committed by him. 

To Vico Adm. (Iio lion. G. Qctkcloy. Viseu, 2d March, 1810. 

Gen. Payne has informed mo that he has given leave to his aide do 
camp, Fitzgibbon, to go home, on account of an accident which has 
happened to him, which renders it advisable that he should not ride for 
soma time 5 and I shall bo very much obliged to you if you will be so 
kind as to ask the Captain of any of Uie King’s sbips which may be 
returning to England to give him a passage. Have you hoard imy thing 
of a reinforcement coming for your own squadron i’ I have frequently 
urged the measure in official and private letters, os one of essential im- 
portance, 

P.S. Your son is just arrived from Guarda, in very good health. 

Memorandum for the Curregidor of Avciro. Visen, 3d March, 1810. 

Inform this gentleman, that as I am responsible for the officers under 
my command, so must he ho, and lie is responsible for the magistrates and 
others jilacod under his direction ; and that if the straw is not produced in 
the period which I have required it, ho must obey the orders which ho has 
received, and repair to my head quarters, or I must ho under the necessity 
of sending for him : that I know that ho can afford to give what I have 
required, and he shall give it, the British Commissary Jiay ing for tho same ; 
and if ho does not do so, I shall make it a particular request that he and 
the other magistrates of tho country may ho punished ns they deserve for 
assisting the enemy last year, and for refusing the assistance recpiirod, for 
payment, to the defenders of the country in this year. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Viaeii, 3il Moroh, 1810. 

I enclose answers to the queries in the dispatch from tho Marquis 
Wellesley, referred to in your letter of the 2Cth Feb., as far os the subject 
of them comes within my knowledge. 

The Commissary Gen. has directions to furnish you with an account of 
the sums issued by him to the King’s ministers at Lisbon; and the dates 
of the receipts of Mr. Bell, who was authorised by Mr, Villiers to receive 
those Bu^s. 

To Clmtlca Stuart, Eaq. Viaeu, 34 March, 1810. 

In respect to tho Bishop of Tarhes, my opinion is tliat tho Abbd Texoira 
ought to py him his pension, subtracting from the account tho direct 
taxes upon it payable to the state, provided tho Ahbd has paid them; and 
if he has not paid tlicm, ho ought to he mode to pay, not only tho propor- 
tion payable by the Bishop’s pension upon tlio revenue of tho Abhaye, but 
those due by the Abhaye Itself. 
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If, however (as is probable), the Abbaye was plundered by the French 
during the late invasion, it is reasonable that the Bishop of Tarbes should 
bear his share of the loss, 

I am positively certain that the ministers will be unwilling to go to Par- 
liament to ask for more money for Portugal, and that Parliament will not 
grant a larger sum, even if the ministers should ask for it. The Portu- 
guese government are perfectly aware of this fact, having been apprised 
of it by me 3 months ago. It is almost useless, therefore, to discuss the 
mode in which any further grant to the Portuguese government should be 
made to them. 

If, however, any further grant should be made, I am rather desirous that 
it should be made to the government, in the same manner as that at present 
given to them. The truth is, that the British officers and departments are 
not equal to the management of the detail of a larger service than that 
which they at present conduct; and I am unwilling to charge them, or, in 
other words, myself, with the detail of the Portuguese army. Besides, I 
do not tliink there is any reason to suspect that the funds, already given 
to the Portuguese government, have been misapplied in a manner that 
cannot be corrected by the measures which 1 have proposed. The fault is 
in tlie deficiency of funds, more than in their misapplication. 

Another objection which I have to the system proposed for any more 
grant is, that it does not go far enough. The militia, which are a most 
important branch of the military of the country, for which the government 
are now sending out arms, by which the northern provinces are to be ex- 
clusively defended, and which are to occupy many impoi-tant posts in the 
country, are to continue under the regie of the Portuguese government. 
If it be necessary to take the army under British management, it is 
equally necessary to take the militia ; but I contend for it, that the Portu- 
guese government have paid both army and militia most regularly, more 
regularly, by far, than they would have been paid by our departments j 
and in respect to their provisions, all that it required is that the sum of 
money applicable out of British aids, or out of the general treasury, to pay 
for provisions, should be disposable under the directions of the person most 
capable, from his detailed knowledge of the demand for provisions, to dis- 
pose of it to advantage. 

I am positively certain, os above stated, that government will not 
give them another shilling; and I think you will do well to discourage Uie 
notion that they should get more. At the same time it will be necessary 
that you should transmit their application to England. The Portuguese 
government, however, should be informed of the probability that the King 
will withdraw his assistance, both pecuniary and military, if they do not 
make an exertion to provide for their own defence ; and I must say that 
they have not made any effort to make up the deficiency of their revenue ; 
and that they might make it good vnthout much difficulty, at least so far 
as to prevent it from falling upon the military, or upon the defence of the 
country. If you should think it can do any good, I have no objection to 
your communicating to the government the substance of this letter as my 
opinion. 
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m A. a. <0 LilUt, Oen. Hill. Maroli, 1810, 

I have had tlie honor to receive and aubmit to tho Cotninandor of the Forces 

your letter of tho 25tli inst., and oiicloaed oxplaimtiim from M ajor . In reply, 

I am commmulcd to oliscrvo, in the present Hystem of service the nrinv is employed, 
many officers liavc shown an ineliiiatiou to qtiit it, which my Imrd Wellington has 
been obliged to resist, although tho duty may not be altcncled with such honor or 
ndvnntsge as the more active service. On this principle leave of absenci! has in- 
variably boon refused, except in such cases where the party aiiplylng could declare 
that to obtain leave was paramount to every other considerulion. 

Under this impression alone Major obtained the leave granted, and it was 

with much surprise his Lordship found that indulgence became a secondary object, 
when an opportunity of active service presented a erediliiblo prospect. It ati]iears 

that as for such occasions Major ’s business could ho postiioncd, it might 

equally have been deferred for tho performnnee of the ordinary, which at all timoB 
is to be considered ns essential ns the more active dntics of the field. Relative to 

Major ’g renewed application, it is his Excellency’s pleasure that, sheuld yon 

conceive a compliance witlj his application to ho an object to liim, naramount to 
every other consideration in life, you are authorised to permit that olllcur's absence 
from the army for a period equal to tho original luavo granted. 

To the Corrcgldor of Aveiro. Viseii, 4tli March, 1810, 

I enclose the duplicate of a letter which I wrote to you 10 days ago, to 
which you have returned no answer; and you have omitted to obey the 
orders which I gave you in a former letter, eitlicr to supply straw to the 
Commissaiy at Coimbra, or to repair to my head quarters. I now send a 
messenger to bring you to my head quarters forthwith. 

To Brig. Gen. R. Oraulhrd. Vison, 5tU March, 1810. 

I roceived, at Matigualdc, on tho night heforo last, your letter of tho 2d, 
mentioning the desertion of the two vedettes. It might be dneirable to ho 
steongcr in cavalry iu front of the Coa ; and in cose you should think so. 
Col. Murrey has directed Col. Areutschildt to have another troop of hus- 
sars at your disposition, which you will call for, if you think tliein noecs- 
sary, and station whore you may think proper. In case you should find 
forage scarce, in oonsequonco of the advance of this second troop, take as 
much as you please from the magazine at Almeida ; and desire tho Com- 
missary thero to lot the Commissary Gen. know how much you take, 
in order tliat he may adopt measures to keep up that magazine to its 
full amount. 

There is nothing new. Tho French have withdrawn from Talavcra 
Real, Olivenqa, &c., near Badajoz, towards Merida, and they occupy Mou- 
tijo and Puebla. 1 have no accounts from Cadiz of a later date than the 
1 5th. Our troops and the Portuguese bad been well received. The Duque 
do Alburquerque had there 11,000 men; and about 7000 more wore ex- 
pected by sea, 2000 fr’om Ayamonto, and 5000 from Gibraltar, where they 
had been embarked; making in all 18,000 Spaniards, 4000 English and 
Portuguese, and 4500 volunteers of the town; so that I think tlie Isla do 
Leon is pretty safe. 

G. O. Vlurni, 41U Maroh, 181B. 

1. The Commaadcrof the Forces has groat sntisfiiotion in oommnuioathig to llio Gpiiorul 
offioors, the officers, aou-commissioiiod officers, and sohliors of tho army, who fought tho 
baitlg of 'TolaveTa, the testimouiss of tho approbation of tho Honsss of Lords and Coinntous 
of thrir distinguished conduct. [_Htn follow tin volts tf Iho Bourn of lords and Commons,} 
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P.S. I beg you to send here the German deserters whom Gen. Cox has 
sent to Pinhel. 

To Lieut. Qcn. Hill. Viseu, 5tli Marot, 1810. 

I have received your letters of the lat and 2d, and I am much obliged 
to you for the attention you have paid to the objects which I had recom- 
mended to your observation. 

If the French are really fitting out boats at Lobon and Puebla (which I 
should be inclined to doubt, as they would find materials and workmen, 
with greater facility, and with more convenience, at Merida), it must be 
with a view to keep up the communication between their corps on the two 
sides of the Guadiana, in case they should attack Badajoz. They would 
scarcely find it advantageous to use on tire Tagus (where alone we have 
reason to apprehend the use of a bridge by them) pontoons made at Lobon. 
However, it is proper to attend to all this work, and to make me acquainted 
with every thing of the kind that is observed. It is surely impossible that 
they can have 7000 cavalry in the corps assembled upon the Guadiana ! 

P.S. Tell Col. Carroll that I am much obliged to him for his letter, and 
that I shall be glad to hear from him whenever he will favor me with a 
letter. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Viseu, 6th March, 1810. 

I received only this morning your letters of the 1st and 2d. I had heard 
of Uie refusal of the Emperor of Morocco to allow of the export of more 
than 80 mules, unless upon payment of 70 dollars duty for each. I have 
refused to pay this sum, as we are really not in want of mules at present. 

I hope the government will send us some ships. I think they are mis- 
taken in sending large ships to Cadiz. Not only they can do no good 
there, hut they must quit Cadiz as soon as the French shall re-establish the 
battery at Catalina, if what we have been told respecting the northern 
channel being the only one that can be used for large ships be true. 

I am very much obliged to you for any suggestion that you will assist 
me witli ; and I hope soon to receive a report from Col. Fletcher upon the 
point to which you refer on tlie other side of the river. If the ground is 
what it has been reported to you, it will render our business much more 
easy than it was before. I passed over the ground, and recollect the 
swamp, but conceived that the dry ground was more extensive tlian you 
have described it to he. 

I write to you upon the subject of the guns, &c.,in the Russian ships of 
war. I am much obliged to you for the further measures which you have 
adopted to expedite our correspondence with Cadiz by Faro. I have no 
news from Cadiz of a later date than the 15th of last month. 

To Vice Adtn, the Hon. G. Berkeley. Viseu, 6th Maxell, 1810. 

Having found, upon referring to the returns of the ordnance and ordnance 
carriages in possession of the Portuguese government, that there are not a 
sufficient number of guns, with carriages, to arm the different works in 
front of Lisbon which arc now constructing, and which it is intended to 
construct, to the northward of Lisbon, even with the addition of the heavy 
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ordnance on travelling carriages embarked in the store sliips in the Tagus, 
I shall bo much obliged to you if you will place at my disposition the ord- 
nance, the carriages, and the stores belonging to the Russian ships of war 
still in the Tagus. 

, If you should consent to adopt this proposition I shall request you 
further to make them over to Col. Fisher, tl»o commanding ofTnser of the 
British artillery at Lisbon. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq, Viscu, Otii March, 1810. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Dorn M. Forjaz, winch Mr. 
Villiers transmitted to mo shortly previous to his departure from this 
country, complaining of the conduct of the British soldiers in the neigh- 
bourhood of Alemquer, particularly of an occurrence at Villa Nova. 

I enclose the report received from Col. Peacocke on the occurrence at 
Villa Nova, into which he had been directed to inquire. The result of 
this inquiry is so different from the report forwarded by the Sec. of State 
to Mr. Villiers, that I am not satisfied with it; and if tho Sec. of State 
will bring forward the persons who gave them the information, to prose- 
cute at a General Court Martial tho soldier who committed the act, I will 
order a General Court Martial to aasemblo for his trial ; but if those pnr- 
sons are unwilling to substantiate upon oath, before a General Court Martial, 
the information which they have conveyed to the minister of tho Police, tho 
inquiry which has been already made must bo final ; as it is obvious that 
there are no means in my power of convicting this soldier of a (K!lih(‘vat,c 
intention to murder the deceased, or oven of proving that lie oommittod 
the act, because the deceased refused to mend liis boots. 

It is unfortunately but too true that outrages of all dcscriplions are com- 
mitted by the British soldiers in this country, notwithstanding the pains 
taken by me and the General and other superior oflicors of tho army to 
prevent them, and to punish those who commit them. It is viscle.ss to 
trouble you with a description of the causes of these evils, upon wliiidi I 
have written fully to the King’s ministers. One of them undoubtedly is, 
the disinclination of the people of Uiis country to substantiate upon oath, 
before a Court Martial, their complaints of tho conduct of tho soldiers, 
without which it is well known that it is impossible for me to iiunisii thorn : 
the consequence is, that the criminals are tried, and acquitted for want of 
evidence ; for it is vain to expect evidence of an outrage from tire comrades 
of the soldier who has committed it. 

The records of tlie embassy at Lisbon must be filled with complaints of 
the same general nature as that which I now return to you, and with de- 
mands from me of evidence on the facts stated; the result of which has 
invariably been, that no evidence has been adduced to substantiate the com- 
plaints made, and those who have committed the outrages coinplainod of 
have remained unpunished. 

I am concerned to add Uiat I know of no nicnns wliiob have no), already 
been adopted to endeavor to keep tho British soldiers in order. Detach- 
ments are never allowed to march, excepting under the command of an 
officer ; and the most strict orders have been given for tho regulation of 
the conduct of the soldiers when so oraployed ; and an officer of the 
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Provost Marshal establishment is employed whenever the numbers of any 
detachment will justify such an appointment. But all has hitherto been 
in vain j the outrages complained of are still perpetrated, and they vvill 
continue until the government and people see the necessity of doing their 
utmost to convict, before a Court Martial, those soldiers of the crimes 
of which I am sorry to say I am too well convinced they have reason to 
complain. 

To the Rt. Hon. the Speaker of the House of Gomuions. Viaeu, 6th Marcli, 1810. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2d Feb., in which 
you enclosed the resolutions of the House of Commons of the 1st Feb., 
expressing the approbation of the House of my conduct, and that of the 
General officers, officers, and troops composing the army under my com- 
mand in the battle fought at Talavera on tlxe 27th and 28th July last. 

In obedience to the orders of the House, I have communicated to the 
General officers, offlcei-s, and troops, this honorable testimony of the appro- 
bation of the House ; and I beg leave to adopt this mode of expressing to 
the House the high sense which I entertain of the honor which they have 
conferred upon me, and upon the army under my command, and to assure 
them that I shall endeavor to merit their approbation by a zealous discharge 
of my duty. 

I must likewise request you, Sir, to accept my thanks for the kindness 
towards mo in the manner in which you have conveyed to me the pleasure 
of the House, a kindness of which I had already received repeated proofs 
during the period that I had the honor of being a member of the House 
of Commons. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Visou, 6Ui March, 1810. 

No material alteration has taken place in the position of the several 
armies in this part of Spain since I wrote to you on the 28th Feh. The 
enemy’s corps on the Guadiana have concentrated in the neighbourhood 
of Merida, keeping only advanced posts to the westward of that town, on 
both sides of the Guadiana, which still continued fordable; it is probable, 
however, that the rain which has fallen during the last 4 days has filled 
that river. The enemy’s corps in Old Castille also still continues in the 
same position upon the Tormes and the Agueda ; and I have no further 
intelligence of the progress of the enemy to the northward. A part of 
the Marques de la Romana’s corps has occupied Campo Maior, its left 
still remaining at Alburquerque. 

I have received no intelligence from Cadiz of a later date than the 15tb 
Feb., notwithstanding that measures have been adopted to communicate 
with that town by Faro, in Algarve. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dispatch of the 17 th 
Feb., and I am happy to find that the measure which 1 had adopted in the 
beginning of February for the defence of Cadiz has been approved of by 
His Majesty; and your Lordship may depend upon my paying every 
attention to that object. I have not thought it necessary to send any 
further reinforcement from this army to Cadiz. 

Adverting to the general situation of the enemy’s armies, I do not think 
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that they have, at present, in the neiglihourhood of Cadiz, sueh a force as 
conld attack the Isla de Leon witli any prospect of suceess against the 
troops occupying the Isla de Loon when the last accounts came away. To 
these, large reinforcements wore expected, as well from AyamoiUe os 
from Gibraltar j including another British battalion from the latter. 

None of the authorities at Cadiz, whether Spanish or British, had ex- 
pressed any desire to receive further reinforcements ; or any api)rchenaion 
that the force already in the place was not suflicicnt to defend it. 1 under- 
stand that there is a ])arty at Cadiz very adverse to recciiving the assist- 
ance of the British troops in its defence ; and, considering the troops 
already there sufficient for its defence against any attack which may now 
_ ho reasonably expected, I did not deem it expedient to incur the risk of 
the refusal of tlio people of the town, instigated by this party, to admit 
any reinforcement of British troops which I might send. I have likewise 
to observe, that the defence of Cadiz and its dependencies is materially 
aided by the maintenance of our position in Portugal. 

Although the Isla de Leon, the possession of which I consider essen- 
tially necessary to the possession of Cadiz itself, is naturally a very strong 
position, and the number of troops now at Cadiz are sufficient to defend it 
against any body which might attempt to carry it by assault, I do not con- 
sider the Isla to be in a state of defence against the serious attack which 
will certainly bo made upon it, sooner or later, directed and assisted by 
all the resources which art can furnish, and made by all the Prcnch 
troops which can be assembled from all parts of the Peninsula. Time 
will bo required to put the Island in a state of defence to stand against 
this attack; and I have written to Gen. Stewart uj)on this subject, and 
have desired him to consider of and fix Uio principles and plan of the 
defence of the Isla ; and immediately to represent to the government the 
probability of their future danger, and to suggest and urge them to con- 
struct those works which arc most likely to aid them in defeating the 
enemy in his attack. 

In the mean time, the British army in the Peninsula cannot he better 
employed, even with a view to prevent the enemy from obtaining posses- 
sion of Cadiz, then in Portugal. 


Tia A.O. to Col, Peacocks, Lisbon. 8th Match, IRIO. 

Your letter of the 2cl inst., and accompanying communientiou from Ensign 
— — of the — th rogt., have hcen laid heforo the Comnmiulev of the Forces. 
However my Lord Wellington may feel disposed to onmmiseralo tho caso of 
Ensign ■— — yet his Exoelloiioy, in justioo to the service, and the rrprosoiitnthni 
of the officer corriniondiiig tho — tli which cmiseil tin's medical rc()(»rf, cannot 
require less from that officer than his fm-tliwith repairing to tin.' howl quarters of 
his bottahon, now in presence of tho enemy ; or deciding to retire from tt profes- 
sion, die duties of which he is officially reported hopelessly unequal to perfiirm. 


77ie „i.G. to JIfegor LMsaif, Elms. 0th March, 1810. 

I am commanded to express to you my Lord Wellington’s approhalimi of tho 
exertion you have manifestod in the vapid removal of tlio liospital cslidilishmont 
from iilvM. rhe resignation of Major Muriihy as Commaiulaiit of dutnehments, 
‘>"*ydiiig Ins Lordship an opportunity of placing you on tho stall; I am 
authorised by his Excellency to offer you that cominaud, with option at tho same 
time to receive or doclino tho charge. 
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To Brig. Gen. B. CmuAird. Viscu, Stii March, 1310. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 6th, which I re- 
ceived last night. The fact is, that the line of cantonments which we took 
up, principally with a view to the accommodation of the troops during the 
winter, and to their subsistence on a point on which it was likely that it 
might be desirable to assemble the army, will not answer our purpose of 
assembling upon the Coa, if eventually that should be deemed an object. 
Neither does our position, as at present occupied, suit the existing organi- 
zation of the army. For these reasons, I have long intended to alter our 
disposition, as soon as the season would permit the troops to occupy the 
smaller villages on the Coa, and as I should be able to bring up the Por- 
tuguese light troops of your division to the front. Since we took up the 
position which we now occupy, our outposts have come in contact with 
those of the French ; and, although there is some distance between the 
two, still the arrangement of our outposts must be made on a better prin- 
ciple, and the whole of them must be in the hands of one person, who 
must he yourself. I propose, therefore, as soon as the weather shall allow 
of an alteration of the disposition of the advanced corps, that your divi- 
sion, with the hussars, which will be put under your orders, should occupy 
the whole line of the outposts j and, with this view, the Portuguese corps 
shall be brought up to the front, os soon as tlie state of the weather will 
allow them to march. 

I am desirous of being able to asaemblc the army upon the Coa if it 
should be necessary j at the same time tliat I am perfectly aware that, if 
the enemy should collect in any large numbers in Estremadura, we should 
be too forward for our communication with Gen. Hill even here, much 
more so upon tlie Coa. But till they shall collect in Estremadura, and 
till we shall see more clearly than I can at present what reinforcements they 
have received, and what military object they have in view, particularly 
in the existing disposition of their army, I am averse to withdrawing from 
a position so favorable as the Coa affords to enable us to collect our army 
to prevent the execution of any design upon Ciudad Rodrigo. 

I wish you, then, to consider of tlie posts to be occupied in front of 
and upon the Coa, to enable me to effect that object. The left should 
probably be Castel Rodrigo, and I believe you must have a post of obser- 
vation as far as Alfaiates on the right. However, you must be a better 
judge of the detail of this question than I can be ; and I wish you to con- 
sider of it, in order to be able immediately to carry the plan into execu- 
tion, when I shall send to you. In the meantime, the state of the weather, 
which, from all I can learn, is as bad every where as it is here, and the 
consequence of which must be to fill all the rivers, is no bad security 
against the effects which might result from the continuance of the existing 
system of outposts for a few days longer. 1 intend that the divisions of 
Gen. Cole and Gen. Picton should support you on the Coa, without wait- 
ing for orders from me, if it should be necessary ; and they shall be 
directed accordingly. 

I have accounts from Cadiz as late as tlie 26th. The French had made 
no attack, and every thing was going on well and quietly. They have 
retired from the neighbourhood of Badajoz towards Merida, where they 
had their head quarters. They still threaten to attack Badajoz. 

VOL. III. 3d 
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To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Borkclcy. Viscn, Rtli March, IRIO. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 5th, I now en- 
close the report of Col. Fletcher on the ground between Coina and the 
lake of Albufera, which I am afraid it would bo diflicult for us to occupy 
with advantage. 

I have very good accounts from Gen. Stowavt at Cadiz. My opinion is, 
that wc want the fleet at Lisbon more than they do at Cadiz. 

To Charles SI nartjKsn. Viaeu, Rtli March, IRIO. 

I have received your letter of the 3d, but that from Doin M. Forjaz 
has not yet reached mo. He knows that I have always considered it 
necessary to allow the enemy to have n momentary possession of the left 
hank of the Tagus, in order to concentrate our force to oppose the serious 
attack which will certainly be made by tlie right of that .river. In fact, 
neither Lisbon, nor any thing else of consequence, can bo injui'ed by tliis 
measure : if we should succeed in maintaining our positions on the right 
of the river, the enemy on the loft must retire j and if we should fail, the 
latter can do us no mischief, the boats being kept out of their way. They 
cannot prevent our embarking, and going out of the Tagus ; ncitlior can 
they prevent our using the river for the communications of tho army 
above Lisbon ; nor can they injure tho town itself, unless they should 
have, and bring with tliem, mortars of tho largest size, and for sen ser- 
vice. At the same time I am well convinced that, when the enemy shall 
make a serious attack uiion Portugal, he will occupy the left bank of tho 
Tagus from Alraadn to Traftariii. 

In respect to tlic 15,000 men, in addition to those whieh govornment 
did propose to maintain in this country, I have only to say, that I do not 
care how many men they send hero, provided they will supply us with 
proportionate moans to food and pay them. But I suspect that they will 
fall sliort of, rather than exceed, the 30,000 men, 1 must observe, Ijow- 
ever, that it would not become tho Portuguese government to call for an 
additional number of British troops, their own army wanting nearly 10,000 
men to complete the establishment, by tlie last returns I have seen ; many 
of those now in the ranks being untrained recruits, owing to their having 
omitted to complete their army till tho last moment, controiy to my i-o- 
peated advice and remonstrances. Besides this, they Irnvo no money to 
pay tlieir militia, and no food to give either array or militia, or mohey to 
buy it ; and I am obliged to feed from the British stores those Portuguese 
troops acting with the British under Gen. Hill’s command, in Alentejo ; 
all from tlie same unfortunate cause, the disinclination of the govennnont 
to force those under their authority, and the people of the country, to 
do, their duty. Till they shall make an exertion themselves, I can- 
not recommend to the King’s govornraont to do more than they have 
done. 

I propose, if possible, to keep all tho Spanish troops out of Portugal, 
and to get Romana to do that for which he ond his troops am most fit ; 
viz., to hang upon the enemy’s roar, his communications and detachments, 
while wo shall be in liis front. However, tliis must depend very much 
upon the enemy’s previous operations j if ho should not take Badajoz hofom 
he will attack us, which I think very probable, Romana can remain there- 
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abotits, and operate from thence to great advantage. I have very good 
accounts from Gen. Stewart to the 26th. 

A Dorn M. Foijaz. & Viscu^ ce 8 Mars, 1810. 

Je viens de recevoir vos deux lettres du 4 Mars. Je feral la revue de la 
poudre que nous avons en Portugal, et s’il me paratt qu’iln’yen a pasassez, 
j’en feral venlr encore de PAngleterre. Je vous suls blen oblige de Tune 
des deux lettres, et du mdmolre que vous m’avez derlt sur la situation 
actuelle des affaires de la Pdninsule, et sur les plans de defense que j’al 
fults pour le Portugal. 

Je suls d’ accord avec vous sur presque toutes les parties de votre mtl- 
moire ; je crois vraiment que, si nous pouvons faire continuer la guerre 
sur la Pilninsule Portugaise et Espagnole, 1’ Europe ne sera pas perdue; 
et je crois aussi que, si nous pouvons nous maintenir en Portugal, la guerre 
ne finira pas dans la PeSninsule. Je suis aussi d’opinion que la position 
que j’ai choisie pour vider la lutte est bonne ; et qu’elle est calculde a 
dfifendre I’drae (s’il m’est permis de I’appeller ainsi) du Portugal; mais 
aussi que, si I’ennemi ne pent pas nous forcer, ou nous faire rdtrograder 
de oette position, il sera obligd de faire une rdtraite, dans laquelle il 
courra grand risque d’fetre perdu, et il serafored en tout oas d’abandonner 
tout le territoire Portugais. S’il nous force k abandonner cette position, 
nous aurons toujours les moyens de nous embarquer dans le Tage ; sur- 
tout s’il nous attaque (ce qui est vraisemblable) dans la belle saison. 

Mais pour soutenir cette attaque de I’ennemi, qui sera surement faite 
par des fbrees aussi grandes que I’ennemi peut supporter dans ce pays ci, 
il eat ndcossaire de concentrer nos forces, surtout I’infanterie, au point 
d’attaque principale. Ce point sera sdrement & la droite du Tage ; malgrd 
que je m’attende qu’il y aura un corps de I’ennemi, probablement assez 
considfSrable, sur la rive gauche de la rivifere, qui s’emparera des hauteurs 
qui a’dtendent depuis Almada jusqu’d Traffaria. 

Je conviens que oette position de I’ennemi peut avoir des inconvdniens 
pour nous, le plus grand est celui dontvous faites mention ; qu’il sera dans 
le cas d’exciter des tumultes dans laville de Liabonne, ce qui donnerait de 
I’inquidtude pour lea derribres de I’armde dans sa position sur la droite 
du Tage. 

Je no crois pas qu'il puisso ou passer la rivifere dans ces parties la^ ou 
empfeeber la navigation, ou faire du mal A la villc de Lisbonne, surtout si 
I’on dte tous les canons de gros calibre, qui y sont. Mais il y aura toujours 
I’inconvdnient et le risque dont vous faites mention. 

Je compte faire occuper le fort de S. Filippe k Setuval, et le fort de 
Palraella, surtout pour couvrir la retraite des provisions et des moyens de 
transport qu’on dteradela province d’Estremadure Portugaise ; mais je ne 
crois pas que tout ce que nous pouvons faire puisse apporter un remede 
aux inconvdnions dont vous faites mention. D’abord il faut que je vous 
disc, que, si I’armde Anglaise dtait au complet, et elle ne I’est pas, h 
cause du ddtacheraent demierement envoyd ii Cadiz, et pareeque les autres 
renforts ne sont pas encore arrives de I’Angleterre, 1 armde Portugaise 
manque encore de plus de monde. 

Quand j’ai estimd qu’il y aurait 30,000 teoupes Portugaises pour la 
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position sur la dvoite du Tagu, j’ai comptd sur unc annda dc SO, 000 
liommcs, dont 10,000 soraicnl dans dcs garnisons, ou omployA aulrc part; 
10,000 maladcs, et manquiuit au comjilet, et 30,000 pour hi service. Sur 
les derniers dtats que j’ai vus, il y avail BOOO huiunics tniilades ot hors de 
service, ot de 9000 ou 10,000 raaiiqiianl au uomplul; nt jo ernis quo jc 
devrais compter sur 20,000, phitfit que sur 30,000 troupes Portugaisos 
r^glees dans les positions. 

Malgre ces dtifiilciitions, je n’ni ]itt« abaiidonnd moii plan. Apri's quo 
j’ai ou I’lionncur de voir les Gouvcriieiirs dn Ruyauine li Lishonnn, j’ai 
changi! un peu Ic plan des positions que j’avuis arrnng^es, aprl-s avoir fail 
line reconnaissance plus cxactu du terrain ; et les positions qu’on priSpare 
it present pourront tee ddfenducs par des troupes moins nomhreuses, 
Mais il vBudrait mieux avoir 60,000 quo de 40,000 &. 50,000 pour cos 
positions ; et sdrement il n’y aura ricn b. doimer it In rive gauche du 
Tage. 

Mais vous dites que I’Angleterro, qui est si intdrosseo (ot de sa gloire ot 
de sa politique) ii supporter la lutto sur InPdninsule, dovrait renforeerson 
armiie encore dc 10,000 ii 15,000 homines, non seulomont pour tonir la 
rive gauche du Tage, mais aussi pour avoir on rt^serve un corps qui pour- 
rait 6tre jetd cle I’un ou dc I’autre cdtd de hi riviere, coinme il jiaiuflrait 
convenable. En vous dci'ivant cn confidence, jo n’ui pas de serujmlo ii 
vous dive, que je no crois pas quo I’Anglnterre ait los 10,000 ou 15,000 
hommes qu’il faudrait avoir pour col olijet. Si cllo los avail, vous 
connaissez aussi Men (pui moi los dillicuUt's qui existent, do linmice et do 
aubsistance, pour le niaiutien dc I’arindc que nmm uvoim it prdsont cn Por- 
tugal ; et pour dotiner au gauvonumicnt I’ortugaia I’assislanco ([u’il lui 
faijt. L’Anglotorre ii’a pas lo nnimlrairo qui est lu'cnssairc pour li> innintinn 
d’une armtlo phm grande sur la Pduhisulo ; et vous siivt!'/ aussi hiou quo 
moi, que lout le nuiudrairo qui pent so Irouvur ii Ijishonno et dans la Pd- 
ninsule eslappliqut! aux ddponscs des armdes allLdes Porlugaisiis et Anglaises. 
Dans I’dtat d’epuisement ofi sont Ics ressonreos do subsistance du pays, 
nous ne pouvons pas tenter d’augmonter nos armdes, sans avoir les luoycus 
de les payor, et de payor pour lour sulwistanco. 

Je vous avouerai aussi qu’il mo parait n’fttro pas convennhlc de demander 
il sa Majesty d’augmenter sos forucs en Portugal, quand on ni6me tcins jo 
serais obligd de lui dire que Varmde Porlugaiso n’ost pas au conqdol; 
qu’une grande partie mtec do ces soldats qui sont dans les rungs, ot sur 
lesquels il faut compter, ne sont quo de nouvclles levdos pareeque les ma- 
gistrals du jiays n’ont fait que dornieremeut los cfl'urts qu’il fallait fairo 
pour avoir des rocrues pour I’arinde, qui n’est inGmc jias cneore au cnmplet. 

Cepondant votro proposition merito touto I’nltcnlion qui est dde ii vous- 
mJme, aussi hien qu’ii I’impoi'tanco de I’objot que vous avo/. en vuo, et 
auqiiel nous sommes tons vraiment inltSrcssilB. Je vous uormeille dune do 
donner la copic de votre lettre et do votre meinoirc, ot do cutte letlrc, h 
M. Stuart, ct de le priur do los envoyor on Anglotnrre, Jo serais bien aiso 
que les mhiistres do sa Majesld vissoiit la vraio aitnalLon des alVaires dans 
la Pdninsule, oomino olio eat dderite par vous ; ot la ehaneo qu’il y a 
qu’elles pourraient encore sc rtltablir piu: les cUbrts ct la bruvouro des 
arm&s allides auprfes de Liabonne. 
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To the Earl of Livcriinul. Viseu, Sth March, 1810. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have received from Marshal 
Beresford, on the subject of your Lordship’s dispatch of the Ith Feb., 
relative to the arms for the Portuguese troops, upon which I was desirous 
of having Marshal Beresford’s report As I knew that no event had 
occurred to the Portuguese troops which could have occasioned the loss of 
arms, I could not conceive where the waste had occurred to which your 
Lordship refers in your dispatch. Marshal Beresford has accurately stated 
the amount of arms received from England in the year 1809, and their 
disposal. Of the 30,000 stand of arms which were sent with me from 
England in the year 1808, the Portuguese troops received only 8000 stand, 
and 3000 stand were delivered to Sir R. Wilson, for the use of the Lusi- 
tanian Legion ; making a total issued in Portugal of 1 1,000 stand. The 
remainder were given, under the orders of the officers who succeeded to 
the command of the army, to the Spanish troops released from confinement ; 
a considerable number were sent round to Catalonia, and another propor- 
tion delivered to the array of Estremadura, under the command of Gen. 
Galluzzo. 


To Major Qcn. tlie lion. W. Stewart. Vison, 9tli Marcli, 1810. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 25th and 26th Feb., 
and I am much obliged to you for the details which it contains. 

I shall send a squadron of British cavalry to Cadiz as soon as it is 
in my power, by the arrival of the 13th dragoons at Lisbon. I have 
directed that a brigade of British light 6 pounder field ordnance, complete 
with carriages and ammunition, may be sent round to Cadiz wilihout loss 
of time ; together with the camp equipage and stores which you have re- 
quired from the Q. M. G., and any baggage, regimental stores, or recruits 
for the regiments at Cadiz, which may be at Lisbon. 

Ti Vice Adm. tlio Hon. G. BecheUy. Viseu, 9th March, 1810. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will give directions that transports 
may be furnished to receive on board a brigade of light 6 pounder field 
ordnance, some camp equipage, &o., for the troops at Cadiz, and to proceed 
there os soon as the articles shall be on board. 

P.S. Besides the articles above mentioned, I request that any recruits, 
or recovered men, that may be at Lisbon, belonging to the regiments under 
Gen. Stewart’s command, may be sent by this opportunity to Cadiz. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Viseu, 10th March, 1810. 

I received yesterday, from Baron Tripp, your letter of the Sth inst., with 
its enclosures. I have never seen the papers enclosed in your dispatch to 
Lord Wellesley of the 4th, and marked A, B, and C. _ 

My letter of the 3d will have pointed out to you the objections which I 
Jiave to throw upon the British Commissai-iat the management of the civil 
concerns of the Portuguese army. I know of no English Commissary who 
is equal to Uie task of superintending such a concern. Those we now have 
are scarcely equal to the management of the concerns of the British army. 
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Besides, the immense detail of husinoss which the defective regulations of 
the British Commissariat throw upon the Commander in Cliicf of the 
British army, in order to apply a remedy to their defects, renders it quite 
impossible for him to undertalce the management of a detail equally great 
for the Portuguese army ; and yet the husinoss can bo conducted under 
one authority only 

Anotlier objection which I havo to the alteration is, that it will put out of 
employment Uie whole of tlio civil branch of the Portuguese army, which, 
in my opinion, has conducted one branch of the service iulinitedy bettor, 
viz., tlie pay branch, than it could have been conducted by English officers. 
As for the other branch, the pecuniary difficulties of the government have 
been die cause of failures in it, and the troops have suffered from the want 
of provisions ; but if the same pecuniary difficulties were to embarrass the 
management of an English Commissariat, I know from experience tliat the 
troops would suffer equally, if not in a greater degree, from tlio want of 
provisions. 

There is another circumstance to bo adverted to, and that is, that dio Por- 
tuguese army ore serving, and are likely to continue to serve, in their own 
country; and I cannot but think that the civil branch of the concerns of 
diat army, connected as they are in some degree with the constitution of 
the country, in a greater degree with Uio property of the Prince, and with 
the collection of the revenue, would ho hotter managed by native servants. 

I havo also to add, that if tho management of the civil coneurnsof the Por- 
tuguese army is to ho undertaken by Iho British Comniissavial, tlio detail 
of the command of the army must ho altered likowisc, at least if I am to 
continue in tho cominand of the army. 

In respect to emhavkatiun, we must consider a little tho details of the 
suhjoct, and you will thou sco : 1st ; that Peniuhe and Sottival can bo made 
use of only as places to rcceivo those who may go to them by sea : 2dly ; that 
moveabl'e and rich property can ho omharkod only by tho adoption of pre- 
vious and even early measures for that purpose : 3dly j that tho means of 
embarkation, which we shall have in our power, will not do more than 
carry away die British, and probably a pari of tho Portuguese army, and 
that there will he no room for Spaniards. 

The lino of operations which we aro obliged to adopt for tho dofenco of 
Lisbon, and for our own embarkation, necessarily throws us back as far as 
below Salvaterra on the Tagus, to which place, and I believe lower, tlie 
Tagus is fordable during tho summer; and we should bo liable to be 
turned and out off from Lisbon and the Tagus, if wo wore to take our lino 
of defence higher up tlie river. This circumstance obliges us to leave 
Peniche out of our line; and although I propose to ocoupy that place and 
improve its defence, as soon as I can got some engineers for tho purpose, 
the communication can bo kept up witli it only by sea, after tho army shall 
take up tho position which it is doomed host that it should occupy, to bring 
the contest to a decision in this country. Tho ncecssity of concentrating 
all our force on the right of tho Tagus equally obliges us to leave Sottival 
out of our lino; but I propose to ocoupy Fort S. Eilippe and OuttiB, at 
betuval and Palmella, with which places also tho communicatum must bo 
kept up by sea, when Uie army shall take up its position. 
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I enclose you the copy of a letter which I wrote to Adm. Berkeley* in 
October last, which will give you a general idea, as well of the probable 
attack which will be made upon us, as of the proposed system of defence, 
and its connexion with the different places of embarkation. 

When we shall have taken up our position for the defence of Lisbon, 
the question whether we can hold it will depend upon relative means, and 
possibly upon the event of a battle. If we should not be able to hold it, 
I propose to embark the British army, and as many of the Portuguese 
army as I can bring to consent to embark, under cover of the works which 
have been, and will be, constructed at S. Julian. 

You will observe that one of tlie events which I consider probable in 
these operations will be, that the enemy will be in possession of the left 
bank of the Tagus. Under these circumstances, you will certainly be of 
opinion that there will be no time, nay, that it will be impossible to em- 
bark any quantity of moveable and rich properly, unless previous and early 
measures are adopted for that purpose. The transports which government 
have proposed to supply to carry away the British army is 45,000 tons, 
which would not be more than sufficient to carry away the British troops. 
However, with this tonnage, and with the assistance of the fleet of men of 
war which I expect we shall have, I can carry away both British and Por- 
tuguese armies for a short voyage ; but I shall not have a single ton for a 
Spaniard. Government, in the consideration of this subject, have told me 
that they could not provide tonnage to carry away the Portuguese army, 
respecting which, however, they have expressed the greatest anxiety j and 
they have asked me what could be got at Lisbon, &c. &c. My answer has 
been, nothing at Lisbon ; because I believe that although we may discou- 
rage a general emigration, we shall find but too many disposed to emigrate ; 
and that every ship in the Tagus will be occupied by persons who will go, 
more particularly if it be true that early preparatory measures must be 
adopted with a view even to this partial emigration. 

I have already brought this subject under the consideration of govern- 
ment. My opinion is, that the Portuguese government, &c., ought to be 
prepared for this embarkation; that it oughtto prepare at an early period, 
if any rich or valuable property is to be carried away, notwithstanding the 
inconveniences which may attend this system of preparation, in a view to 
the contest which we are likely to have; and I expect that government 


will signify their orders upon the subject. 

This being the case in regard to the tonnage, I cannot, as an honest man, 
encourage the Spanish armies to retire upon Portugal, however it may 
strengthen ourselves at the critical moment. If the Spanish, and even the 
Portuguese troops were like others, and I could reckon with entire confi- 
dence upon their exertions in the hour of trial, I should urge the Mai^ues 
de la Romaiia to co-operate with us in the defence of our position, from 
being certain that we can lose it only ftom the deficiency of numbers of 
good troops to defend it. But if he should retire with us towwds the 
Tagus, and if, as is probable, his troops should behave ill, and if conse- 
quently we should ha obliged to embark, I should have treated him unge- 
nerously and ill to leave him behind. I therefore propose to leave him 

* Sec page 663. 
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upon the rear of the onomy, ns I shnll the greatest part of the Portuguese 
militia, and all those troops of tlio line which will bo in garrisons, in 
forts, &c. &c. 

As for the advantage wliich the enemy will derive from finding at Lis- 
bon rich and valuable jiroporty, I caimol put it in competition with that 
which they would derive from obtaining the services of a large, and, to a 
certain degree, disciplined army. To remove this iustrnment out of their 
way sliould bo tho first object of onr attention, and afterwards any thing 
else of which it may be desirable to deprive tliem ; and I, hose persons and 
families whom it may be desirable to remove from their reach. 

The Spanish troops, you will see from tho preceding statement, cannot 
bo removed, from the want of moans. 

If Cnpt. Francesi is in the Q. M. Gen.’s department, I have reason to 
be satisfied with him. lie is an Italian. We call him Frnuciozi, but it 
may be the same person. He is now at Oporto by my leave. 

P.S. I have received Dom M. Forjaz’s letter and mimoirc, to which I 
have written him an answer, which I have requested him to communicate 
to you. 


77i« j^.G. to Ihug, Geii, Jiaroii Low, IC.G.L, lOlh March, 1810. 

In reply to your letter of the 7tb last., I am oommnndod by my J.ord Wolliiig- 

ton to inform yon, tliiit Major lias already been granted a leave of absence, 

on tho strength and for tbo purpose recomuiemled in tiie iinnexed proecedings of 
a Medical board. That imlnlgenco Major has not tliongbt |)nipcv In lako ad- 

vantage of, according to bis Lorilsliin’s expectation ; but on its expirntiim submils 
a now retpicst for (5 months’ luUlilionul leave, Allliongb herd Wellington 
cannot rofnao leave, nalsed under the ciwiimstauces of this ensc as stilled, yet it 
appears that a innch shortov period would eipnill;^ answer the pmpoHu of the 
proposed experiment; and even under such limit, it imisl in just ice be ueeom- 
panioil by the observation, that liiero appears bnl litlle _ desire on tint port of 

Major to recover so far ns to return to duty idler ids long iibsonce. I am 

also to ex)dain, tliat Ids Excellency cuncoivos it yonr duly, us senior ollicor of 
the King's German Legion, to call llic atlenlion of II. 11.11, llio Duke of Cam- 
bridge to tliis oliieer's cimlimied absence, mid to recoiiinieiid tliat anoilier olllcer 

may be appointed to fill tliat situation, tlic duties of which lirigudo Mtijor 

appears cither undcsiring or unequal to execute. 


To J. Murray, Esq., Commissary General. VIhimi, 1 llli Mareli, 1810. 

I have always been of opinion that the hilt and forage being a sum of 
money given to officers of tho army to enable them to defray curtain 
extraordinai7 expenses imposed upon them while on service in the field, 
it was not the intention of tho Legislature that tho income tax should bo 
deducted from it; but! gave up my opinion, however confirmed byrofieo- 
tion, upon finding that you had received one of a diU'erent tenor, although 
a verbal one, and therefore liable to be mistaken, from one of tltc Comp- 
trollers of army accounts. 

I now find from the enclosed copy of a letter from tlie Under See. of 
State in tho War department to tbo Under Son, of State in the Foreign 
department, that the subject has lately been coiiBidercd by the War office, 
by the Lords of the Treasury, and by tlic Sec. of State ; and that the result 
of their consideration of the subject has boon an agroemmit with my opi- 
nion, ‘ that no deduction (of income tax) is made from tho allowance of bdt 



POHTUGAL. 


777 


and forage, or from other allowances granted specifically to cover certain 
expenses to which the officers may ha supposed to he subjected.’ 

The stoppage of income tax, which has heretofore been made from the 
hfit and forage of the army, is tlierefore improper, and ought not to have 
been made, and must he restored to those from whom it was improperly 
made ; and I beg you not to stop the income tax from the b&t and forage 
now about to be issued to the army. 

To Brig. Gen. B, Craufmil. Viseu, 11th March, 1810. 

I enclose a memorandum which is circulated to you, Gens. Picton and 
Cole, to provide for the outposts, and for their support, without further 
reference to me, on the principles on which I wrote to you the other 
day. 

I have not yet heard from Coimbra respecting the light battalions which 
are there, but I should think that they would bo with you in a few days. 


Memorandum fop Major Gena Picton and Gdi^ and Brig. Gen. H. Ciaufurd. 

Vieeu, 11th March, 1810. 

The regiment of hussars are to be placed under the orders of Brig. Gen. 
R. Craufurd, who is to dispose of them, and his division of infantry, in 
such manner as to observe the enemy’s movements upon the Agueda, and 
between that river and the Coa. He will leave in the rear, in their present 
quarters, for the sake of forage, such of the hussars as he will not require 
in front. I beg Gen. Cole to lot Gen. Craufurd know what posts of hus- 
sars he has in front of, or on, the Coa. 

I am desirous of being able to collect the array upon the Coa, in case the 
enemy should attack Ciudad Rodrigo, only in such force ns to afford a 
prospect that I shall be able to relieve it. Major Gen. Picton and Major 
Gen. Cole are therefore to support Brig. Gen. Craufurd upon the Coa, in 
case the enemy should collect in force upon the Agueda, or on this side of 
that river. In case Brig. Gen. Craufurd should require assistenoe in 
infantry to occupy any posts upon the Coa, till the Portuguese brigade of 
light infantry shall have joined him, I wish Major Gen, Cole to give it to 
him. I beg Brig. Gen. Craufurd to inform Major Gen. Picton, and Major 
Gen. Cole, as well as myself, of all that passes in front. 


To Vice Adm. tho Hon. G. Berkeley. Viseu, 11th Match, 1810. 

I have given directions to the Commanding officer of the artillery at 
Lisbon to embark in the ordnance store ships, from which the heavy ord- 
nance and stores will have been disembai-ked, all the ordnance and mili- 
tai-y stores belonging to the British army on shore at Lisbon ; and I shMl 
be much obliged to you if you will direct that such assistance as may be 
necessary may be given to him, to enable him to perform this semce. 

IS 1 j>r* rti V5aeuj 12th March^ 1810. 

To the Earl of Lwerpool. ’ j.*i. ^ 

As the Poi-tuguese government have in store but a ^ ° 

gunpowder, I beg leave to recommend to your Lordship ffiat 2000 betels 
of gunpowder may be sent to the Tagus, as soon as may be J 

am also desirous of having in the Tagus an additional quantity of 2,000,000 
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musket bail cartridges. The supply already in Portugal is large; but as 
I have been obliged to place it in deposile in different purls of tbc country, 
on account of the difficulties and uncertainly of conveyanco, I am desirous 
of having in the Tagus this additional quantity. 

To the Socrolary to the Treasury. Visou, 13tli Maveli, 1810. 

Mr. F. C. Phillips, a merchant, had been employed by the Sec. of State 
to purchase grain in the Mediterranean for the use of llis Majesty’s army, 
and of those of his allies employed in tire Peninsula ; and having purchased 
a large quantity of wheat and barley at Malta, Sir Alex. Ball, the late 
Governor of that island, permitted him to use the transports then stationed 
there to convey the wheat and barley to Portugal. The grain accordingly 
arrived in 1 transports in 2 convoys: the first, consisting of 4 vessols, 
was about *7 weeks ; tlie other, consisting of 3 vessels, about 4 months on 
their passage. 

The Agent of transports at Lisbon, acting under the orders of the Com- 
mander in Chief of His Majesty’s fleet in the Tagus, has called upon Mr. 
Phillips to pay for those transports, during the time they have been 
employed by him, the same sum whicli they have cost His Majesty, and 
he has paid the Agent of transports £3422 for tho use of 1033 tons, which 
imported the first cargoes of corn; and tho Commissary Gen., who has 
purchased tho grain from Mr. Phillijis, has retaiueil in his hamls the sum 
of £3125, to answer tho demand of the Transport Board for (ill tons, 
which imported tho second cargo. 

I enclose an aflidavit sworn by Mr. Phillips on this subject., from which 
itdoes not appear that any bargain had been made by Mr. l’hillij)8 with Sir 
Alex. Ball respecting the freight of tlic transports ; mid it is probable lliat 
Capt. Lambc, tho agont of transports at Malta, is tbc only porson who has 
a knowledgo of Sir Alex. Ball’s intontion.s. \Vho(,her he intended to give 
Mr. Phillips tho use of tho transports without payment of freight, from a 
view of the advantage which His Majesty’s service was likely to derive 
from tlia employment of them, or not, I think it almost certain that Sir 
Alex. Ball never could have proposed that ho should pay, and that Mr. Phil- 
lips never would have consented to pay, so high a price as tlio monthly 
tonnage of the transports paid by His Majesty. 

Mr. Phillips was obliged to deliver tho grain on the Peninsula at as 
cheap a rate as grain of the same quality and description cotild ho purchased 
in the markets there ; on no other terms could tho Commissary Gen. pur- 
chase it; and it is not prohahlo tliat it could have been in the contem- 
plation of Mr. Phillips to soil grain at Lisbon at tho market jirice of 
Portugal which was purchased at Malta, and for wliich freiglit was to be 
paid at tlie high rate paid by His Majesty for tho vessels used as trans- 
ports in his service. 

“tt corroot in this eonjeeturo, and if there is no ovidonco that Mr. 
Phillips did engage to pay tliis high rato of freight, 1 hog loavo to recom- 
mend to their Lordships to order tlio Commissioners of transports to givo 
directions to tlioir agent at Lisbon to sotllo with Mr. PliilUpH for tho 
freight Of this grain, according to the ordinary price of froiglit from Malta 
to Lubon; and that dm Commissary Gen. should ho directed to retain the 
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sum thus settled as the price of the freight, and to pay Mr. Phillips the 
overplus of that sum out of the money now in his hands. 

It will still remain to he ascertained hy inquiry from Capt. Lambe and 
other authorities at Malta, whether the late Sir Alex. Ball made any en- 
gagement with Mr. Phillips that he should have the transports without 
payment of freight. 


To the Seevetary to the Treasury. Viseu, 18th March, 1810. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 22d Jan., in answer 
to mine of tho 20tli Nov., on tlie subject of the vouchers required to the 
accounts of Staff officers. 

I do not exactly understand whether it is the pleasure of their Lord- 
ships that the accounts of Staff officers, having been examined and cer- 
tified by the Commissary of Accounts, subject to such observations and 
queries thereon as their deficiencies in point of vouchers may require, 
are to be paid by the Commissary Gen., or are to remain unpaid until the 
Auditors of Public accounts, or ultimately the Board of Treasury, upon 
the statements of the officers, shall make such allowance for such deficient 
vouchers as shall appear to be just and equitable under the circumstances 
of tile case. 

If the former should be tlie intention of their Lordships, I presume that 
they intend to suspend the 19th article of the Instructions to the Com- 
missary Gen., which requires that all bills should be sent to the Com- 
missary of Accounts, who is to certify that they are correct ; and that their 
Lordships intend that the Commissary Gen. should pay the bills of Staff 
officers, notwithstanding that they are not correct in vouchers, subject to 
the future decision of the Auditors of Public accounts, or of their Lord- 
ships. I request to know whether I am correct in this construction of 
their Lordships’ intention in your letter of the 22d Jan. 

I beg leave to submit to their Lordships, that instances daily occur of 
expenses incurred hy Staff officers, for which they cannot produce the 
voucher required hy tlie Commissary of accounts under his Instructions, 
viz., the receipt of the party, subscribed by a creditable witness ; and it is 
a hardship upon these officers to oblige them to incur and pay these ex- 
penses for the public, and afterwards to prove, at a distance from tlie 
scene of action, and in years after the occurrence of the necessity for the 
payment, before persons entirely unacquainted with the nature of tlie ser- 
vice, that they could not procure the vouchers which the regulations 


If,' however, it should not he the intention of their Lordships to suspend 
the 19th aiticle of the Instructions to Ae Commissary Gen., it becomes 
still more unjust towards Staff officers to oblige them to_ incur expenses of 
this description, the amounts of which cannot be paid till the Auditors of 
Public accounts, or their Lordships, shall have been convinced tliat the 

required voucher could not be obtained or produced. 

In my letter of die 20th Nov., I referred to their Lordships considera- 
tion two distinct classes of accountants, suffering under the operation of 
these Instructions to the Commissary of accounts: Staff officers who had 
incurred expenses for the public before they knew that these additional 
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vouchors would bo required ; nud Staff ollicorfl who hiul, or who should 
incuv expenses on account of the xmblic, of which, from their nature, the 
requisite vouchors cannot bo procurctL Tliose first mentioned must bo 
involved to the full amount of their demands upon tlie public under the 
operation of their Lordships’ mtlers, iiolwithslanding the apparent in- 
justice of applying to those accounts rules of which the olluiers could 
have no knowledge, and which are not olwerved by the War oHice in pass- 
ing accounts of this description for expenses incurred in (Ireat Britain. 
These last mentioned will bo involved only in ll)o amount of cxpwisea for 
which it is impracticable to produce the required vouchers, I am desir- 
ous of knowing the pleasure of their Lordships, upon what is submitted 
in this letter, by an early opportunity. 

To Lieut. 6cn. HUl, Visim, IStli Miircb, 1810. 

I have received your letter of the 9th. In order to accelerate tho com- 
munication between you and me, I have had post miihw placed on tho 
direct road from Thoinar to Viseit. If, tlioruforo, you shoiilil have occa- 
sion to send an officer, desire him to come from Thomar by tho road of 
which I enclose the stages. It will save some leagues. 

To Clmvlas Stuart, Itaci- Visoii, 13tli Mnrcli, 1810. 

I have received your letters of the 'Ith auil 10th, I have no menus of 

employing the person whom you mention (- ) excepting as a 

Captain in tho Corps of Guidos, for which tlie nMpusilc t|ualilit'8 arc in- 
tolUgcnco, some honesty, and a knowledge of the Spanisli or Portuguese 
languages, and English or French. I shmdd wisl), however, not to em- 
ploy him, ns he vvould have oiqinrtmiitios of neipiiring mid conveying to 
tho enemy much useful iufunuallou, I wiiulil reeommeud to you to send 
him to England, apprising tho govummout that I had no means of em- 
ploying him. 

The cose of Col. — — was ns follows, lie deserted from tho French 
service to the Marques da In llomann last spring ; by whom he was sent 
to England with a letter of rccumraondatiun. Lord Castlereagh sont him 
to Portugal with directions to Marshal Beresford to employ liim in tho 
Portuguese service j Beresford would not employ him e.xcapling in a 
subaltern situation ; and be then came to me, who had no moans wliiitover 
of employing him, I offered him n commission either in the British or 
Portuguese service, but he would not accept one of a lower riiuk than 
Colonel, which I could not give him; and I tlion supplied him with 
money to return to England, as ho was apprehensive or unwilling to adopt 
the alternative proposed for him by Jjord Castlereagh, of going into the 
Spanish service, if Marshal Beresford would not accept of his services in 
that of Portugal, 

We owe you above £120,000 on account of tho ‘ Aids ’ to tho 24,th 
Fob., but we have no money to pay you. TKo army is nearly 2 months 
in arrears. If the ministers do not supply us with money from England, 
we cannot get on. 

Tk> A.Q. to Brig, Qm, R. Craujiird, ■ 13lli Matoli, 1810. 

In complianco with your desire, eommmucatcd through tho Sec. of Urn 
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Board of ClaimR, I transmit a return of killed, wounded, and missing, in the 
actions of the 27th and 28th July, at Talavera. Having represented to the Com- 
mander of the Forces the difficulties in giving further con-ect information, to 
enable you to decide as to the claims of Colonels of regiments cm this head of 
service, I am directed to put you in possession of his Excellency’s opinion, that 
those difficulties cannot be surmounted, as the deficiency of accoutrements of the 
regiments that were so employed must far exceed the averaged loss of men, as 
many soldiers were removed, and otherwise escaped from the several temporary 
liosuitals, on the advance of the enemy, who were not able to bring away any part 
of tlieir arms or accoutrements. 

To die Earl of Liverpool. Viseu, 14th March, 1810. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I wrote many months ago * to the 
Commander in Chief, on the subject of an important branch of the equip- 
ment of the army, which has, I understand, been brought under the con- 
sideration of the Treasury, and no answer has yet been returned. 

The inconveniences which are the consequence of this delay in giving 
an answer are increasing daily; and they will be most seriously and 
severely felt by the troops, if they should be engaged in opemtions with 
the enemy, before arrangements are made to provide for the essential 
object, the mode of providing for the carriage of their camp kettles, dis- 
cussed in that letter. I beg only to mention, that the soldiers cannot cook 
tlieir food unless they have camp kettles. 

I also beg again to draw your Lordship’s attention to the frequent ap- 
plications which I have made for money from England, and which have 
bean repeated to the Treasury by the Commissary Gen. It becomes 
every day more difficult to procure in this country tlie supplies and means 
required by the army without paying for them in ready money; and 
there is a monthly demand for the Portuguese government amounting to 
£80,000, without the payment of which their army must disband. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Viseu, 14tb March, 1810. 

The enemy’s armies have continued nearly in the same positions since 
I wrote to you last. Marshal Mortier has fixed his head quarters at Zafra, 
communicating by Almendralejo with the corps called Soult’s, which is 
at Merida. 

One of the divisions of the Spanish corps under the Marques de la 
Romana has gone to Xerez de los Caballeros, with a view to alarm the 
French for their communication with Andalusia, and another division to 
Olivenqa. The left of this corps still continues at Alburquerque. 

My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 26th, at which time the 2d batt. 
88th regt., and a detachment of artillery and some Spanish troops, had 
arrived from Gibraltar. The enemy had made no attack. Our troops 
had retaken possession of Fort Matagorda (which had at first been de- 
stroyed) with a view to protect the communication between the outer and 
inner harbour. 

The enemy had repaired Fort Catalina on the northern shove, hut it has 
been discovered that die entrance to the harbour between the Diamond 
Rock and Los Puercos is equally practicable for large ships with that 
north of the Diamond. 


28th Sept. 1809, p. 528. 
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Nothing of importance has occnmal in tho north of Spain or in Old 
Castille. Thoro is a report, to wliicli, however, I do not give ortidit, that 
a Spanish coi-ps from Valencia has entered the upper part of Ln Mancha, 
and has impeded the communicatiou with Madrid through La Mancha, 

The A,G. to Major Qm. the lloti, £J. L. Coh. Mill Miwcli, 1810, 

In reply to youv letter of the 1 2th inat., imil onelosnres, which have heeu 
received nud ditly suhmitted, I am directed lu cummimieiile to you tlmt it appears 
to my Lord Wellington that the desired iiupiiry respecting somo reports, sii])])oscd 
to iuivo heen made to his Lordship (andhenrd for the lirst time atCiiiarciu), isnotnu 
inquiry into tha cuuduct of tho olllcer, but an inquiry into tlie tnitit of tho sup. 
posed reports. To this his Lordsliip never will snbinit ; neither enn lie sninnil to bo 
questioued by an ofllcov respecting the reports made to his Lordshqt hy any Gonerai 
or other staff officer, respcctiug die conduct of auy individual placed under tho 
command of such General officer. Having so fur decided this point, niy Lord 

Wellington declares that no report of tho kind ns stated hy Major , was nnule 

to his Lordship hy any officer. Lord Wellington, who had tho opportunity of seeing 
nil that pinsscd in tho battle of Tidnvora, and having received tlic rcqjorts of the 
different General officers wlio commimdcd divisions, on more than one occasion 
has ox})rcs8cd satisfaction witiitiie conduct of llic wliolc army ; wliieh iqqiroval lias 
been repeated hy His Majesty upon his Lordsliip’s ri'porls, and lias since liceii 
expressed in the votes of tlio two llonaes of i’niiiamuiil. Under Llicso eireum- 
stancas, it lias appeared strango tlint his Lordship siioiild ho called on, at this dis- 
tance of tunc, to prove and defend reports supposed to liuve liccn made, and to in- 
stitute nil inquiry into the conduct of an niliccr ngiiiust wliom no elinrgo Inis liecn 
adduced ; hut that lie has heard nt Giiarda, and thinks, that n rejiort has keen made 

injurious to his clmractcr. If Col, was aware of any misenmliicl on llie jiart 

of Major , it was ills duty to hring it forward, at ihc moment Uiu nilsnonduet 

occurred, and not at tliis distant period, Slimild llieve liu imy gromul for imjuiry 

ill Col, '8 knowledge, which tlio Cmmiimidev of the Koreen eimmit tliiiik llievo 

is, that ollioor must make it known, if ho oliooses Unit ilie eomlnet of tin* Major 
and of the — regiment slioiild hocomo suhioet of impiivy ; mnl not enll for liiul 
promote an inquiry upon vague grounds, and upon reports supposed to luivu heeu 
made to his Exccllouoy, 

To Major Qon. the lion. G. L. Cole. Vliiini, l.llli Miirdi, 1810. 

I received last night your letter of tlie 12th, awl (lireotioim havo boon 
sent to Gen. Craufurd that you may he kept informod of wlmt piwses 
directly in your front by tho hussars stationed thevo, ns soon ns possihlo. 
If you should find it necessary, and tlio wcatluir should not bn too bad, I 
have no objection to your making the disposition of your divisioii which 
you propose ; although I cannot tell you oxactly when the I’ortuguosc 
brigade will join you, os that depends upon tlioir receipt of somo articles 
of clothing and equipments. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Bcrkoloy. Visim, Ifilli Marnli, 1810. 

I have sent to Col, Fletcher your observation upon bis report, and I 
shall be very much obliged to you if you will send with him tlui guide to 
look at fire ground which has heen described to you. I have also written 
to him about the telegraph, upon which I liavc rocjuostod him to spoak to 
you. I havo done every thing in my power to prevail upon tlimu to send 
away the Spanish ships from Cadiz, If I can got them to Muhmi, I tliink 
I shall do a groat doal ; and I hav(5 begged to Hnouro lhat islund, whieh is 
at present a most important objuct, Tho Spaniards will never consent to 
Send the ships to Malta, and to propose it will only ulimu tlie jealousy 
which has hut lately been in somo degree allayed. 
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F.S, We have embarked some men in the Langley transport, to he 
taken to the Tagus, when she can get out of the Mondego, and I shall he 
much obliged to you if you will send this vessel back again. 

To Vice Adm. tlie Hon. G. Berkeley, Viseu, 19th March, 1810. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will give directions that a pas- 
sage to England may he furnished to certain officers and non-commis- 
aioned officers of the 23d dragoons, as well as to the men belonging to the 
depdt squadrons of the regiments of cavalry in this country, of which 
officers and men the Commandant at Lisbon will give the Agent of trans- 
ports the detail. 


To the Earl of I.iverpool, Viseu, 15th March, 1810. 

I enclose the last weekly state, I had yesterday a conversation with 
Gen. Sir J. C. Sherbrooke regarding the state of his health, and he is 
decidedly of opinion that he cannot last heyond the end of next month ; 
and he is determined to go home at that time, or in the beginning of May. 
As your Lordship has settled with Gen. Graham that he is to come out to 
succeed Gen. Sherbrooke, I shall he very much obliged to you if you will 
arrange with Mm to be at Lisbon in the first week in May. 


To Major Oen. the Hon. G- Ii. Cole. Viseu, 16th March, 1610. 

I received last night your letter of the 15th, enclosing Cornet Corde- 
mann’s of the 14th, from Villar Maior. I think that the enemy’s troops 
near Ciudad Rodrigo, to which Cornet Cordemann refers, are a detach- 
ment which went to Alverca an the lOlh, whose object apparently was to 
cut oif the Spanish General Carrera, who had pushed himself into the 
mountains to the eastward of Banos. We should cei-tainly have heard 
of a collection at, or a movement from Salamanca, from some of the 
posts on the lower pai-t of the Agueda before we should have heard of it 
from Villar Maior j and all the intelligence which I have from Chaves, 
of as late a date as the 8th, would tend to show that the enemy’s vieivs 
were rather directed to that quarter than to this at present. Junot’s 
corps is positively staled to be at Leonj although Loison’s has moved 
towards Salamanca. 


To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. V»eu, 16th March, ISIO. 

I have reason to believe that Mr. Commissary White will have pro- 
cured 100,000 dollars at Coruiia for bills upon England, which have been 
sent to Mm, by the time that a vessel will arrive there to receive Aat 
money; and I shall accordingly be much obliged to you if you will dis- 
patch to CoruSa a vessel to bring to Lisbon that sum of money. 


Ttie A.O. io OJpoors commanding Diviiiont. 16tb Match, 1810. 

Advertiiiff to the eaj-ly approach of the hot seaaon, in which the soldiers will 
norS&an ets as Vll as greatcoats, I "f 

?he Ss to request that, in concert with the General officers m oharge of 
briftades and officers commanding regiments, you will consider which of those 
nrtfcles it will be expedient to place in store. This may depend much upon t 
state in which the great coats maybe found at the present moment. As 
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inclement wcntliev may be anppoaed nearly i»tiat, and tliiit tlia Idonkcl will be 
more boncliciiil to tlio aoldier limn the frreat emit during tbc niglitH, iit the period 
wlien it will bo ncoeaaiivy to quit cimtonnumts in tbe villngcH, it may bo doomed 
expedient to retain tlic binnicula, mid to aeml tiui ^roal cmila into atoro. 

lie pleased, in your report for liis Excellency’s nilbnnntimi, to Iwivc (uiliexed tbe 
number of bliuikets or grunt conts tlint are tu bo sunt into alure by cuuli regiment. 

To Vice Adoi, the Hun. (4. Berkeley. Viwu, 17lh Miircli, 1810. 

I am very much obliged to you for yonr letter of t.lie Mth and its 
enclosures. It is sti'angc that I should have ruccived iio letters from 
Cadiz since the 26lh Fob. 

I have desired tbe Q. M. G. to direct Capl. Mackomio to arrange 
witli the Agent of transports for the embarkation of tlio camp equipage in 
store. I shall be obliged to you if you will desire Lieut. Fleetwood to 
communicate with Capt. Mackenzie on the subiect. This will clear us 
of Portugal with every thing excepting what wo have with the array. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Visen, ]7tli Miircli, 1810. 

I have received your 2 letters of tlio 13th. The Regency of Portugal 
having been appointed by orders from Brazil, I do not eoneeivo that any 
act of their own can legally put out any member, or admit one in the 
place of another who liua absented himself from their meetings. Even 
if it were desirable that any particular person should lielong to the 
Regency (and I acknowledge that I do not know of miy ixtrson of a 
description to bo of use to tlie government in any way), I slioiild doubt 
the expediency of shaking the foundation of tins authority of llm Regency, 
which consists in the sonndnoas of their appointimmt. My opinion is, 
therefore, that you ouglit to confiuo yourself to making olwervulions on 
the continued absoueo of the Mai'quez ihis Minas from the Rogoiuiy, and 
its supposed cause, and on the hud effects which sncii coiuluct ninst iiavn, 
as well on the public interests os on the churacloi> of the Marquez liim- 
self; aud to a rccauimcndalioii that the Regency sliould suggest to tlie 
Prince to appoint a memher instead of the Marquez this Minim. 

I am entirely ignorant of the general nature, ns well as of the detail, 
of tbe arrangement made by Mr. Villinrs for paying tlm money from tlie 
chest of the ‘ Aids ’ to the Portugnese governme-iit ; and it is impossible 
for me to give any opinion how far the system could be rela.xed with pro- 
priety, so as to give tbe government Uio use of die money at an earlier 
period. My opinion is, Uiat the return signed by Marshal Beresford, on 
the 1st Marcli, of die number of ntou in the regiments sujiposed to be in 
the service of Groat Britain in the month of Fehriiary, might lie a suffi- 
cient voucher to you to pay tbe govenuneut for the troop.s for the month 
of February, as soon as you should have the numey in the chest of the 
‘ Aids ’ to enable you to pay them. I do not think you could pay them 
sooner with propriety ; and it does not occur to mo that any other check 
besides the Marshal’s return is necessary. However, I write with diffi- 
dence upon this part of the subject, as I tun entirely ignorant of the prin- 
ciples, as well as of the detail, of the system eslabliHlied by Mr. Villiors. 

, My opinion is, that the 30,000 men to be paid should be either 30,000 
R. and F., or 30,000 including officci’s and non-commissioned officers, ac- 
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cording to the original estimate of the expense sent from this country to 
England, which I have not got, and which I never saw, excepting once, 
when reading Mr. Villiers’s dispatches in Mr. Canning’s ofiSoe. It was 
according to this estimate that Great Britain engaged to pay for the 
10,000 men, and then for the 20,000, and lastly for the 30,000 j and, as 
we oblige tlie Portuguese government to abide by it, we are equally 
bound to abide by it in an instance in which it may not be quite so 
advantageous to ourselves. I am the person who prevailed upon the 
British government to grant to Portugal payment for the last 10,000 
men, and the £130,000 for the officers j and I know that the payment for 
the last was asked for and was granted upon the same principle as the 
payment for the first was granted. I have no doubt that a great deal 
might be done to secure further means of embarking the army, and those 
it may he thought expedient to remove from the country, if timely mea- 
sures are adopted. I have written to England upon this subject, and I 
hope that goverament will have decided upon the line they will adopt, 
and will instruct us by the first packet. I have not yet returned the 
interesting papers which you sent me, as I am taking copies of some of 
them. Have you any plans with them ? 

77w A.G. ta Dr. Franck, Inspector of Hospitals. 18th March, 1810. 

I am commanded to inform you, that JVfr. 's explanations of the complaint 

made by Col. Drummond and Lord Blaiityre, as submitted by you, have proved 
very unsatisfactory to the Commander of the Forces. 

My Lord Blautyre complained that men of the 42d regt. had been sent 
back to timt battalion from general hospital with arms and accoutrements belonging 
to other corps, notwiflistanding repeated orders to the contrary, and that means 
had been adopted to arrange and register all arras, accoutrements, and necessaries. 
In answer to these representations, the Commander of the Forces is informed 
that irregularity liad prevailed in the admission of men into general hospital. 

This in-egularity ought not to have prevailed in any instance, and particularly 
in respect of the 42d regt., as that regiment did not join the army till the 
month of September. At all events, the mode of admitting patients into general 
iioqiital should not have occasioned their being sent out of hospital in January 
and February with arms and accoufa-cments belonging to other regiments. The 
arrangement and registi-y of the arms and accoutrements delivered into store, 
were ordered to prevent the ocouiTenoe of irregularity in tl»e re-issue, attributed 
to a want of necessary system, before tliose aids. 

Unless Mr. can give a more satisfactory account than he has hitherto done 

of the arms, accoutrements, and necessaries of the several soldiers in hospital, 
he must he responsible for all losses, and must besides expect to he brought to tlie 
most rigorous account for disobedience of liis Excellency's orders. You will be 

pleased to require a report from Mr. whether all the arms, accontremenls, 

and necessaries, in his charge at Estreraoz, Villa Viyosa, and Elvas (with the 
exception of those delivered to soldiers on discharge), have been removed to 
Lisbon. If not, they are to be removed forthwith, and that officer is empowered 
to make a requisition on the Commissary Gen. for carts for this sei-vice. 

You will further he pleased to report whether the officers commanding regiments 
obeyed the order of the 17th Deo. 

To Major Oon. tiio Hon. G. L. Cole. Vrseu, 19th March, 1810. 

I received yesterday your 2 letters of the 11th, containing Cornet Cor- 
domann’s reports of the 16th and 11th. I desired Capt. Roveria to tell 
you that I had reason to believe that Cornet Cordemann’s report of the 
14th was ill some degree founded. There is no doubt that the enemy 
have, since the 12tli, collected a large force on tlie left of tlie Tomes. 

VOL. III. ® ® 
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My iufomation from Oliavoa of tins 9l.h llmt Jiinol, with an- 

other corps, was at Loonj and I conclude that tlie troops belwoon tlic 
Tormea anti the Agneilii are the corps of Nuy, Kellcrnmnn, unil Loiaoii, 
I Hunk Unit tlio first operation will ho to tho norlhsviml. If they seriously 
intend to nttiuik Ciiukd llodrigo, it is extraordinary that they should col- 
lect a force in the country from which they must draw their stihsistence 
during the continuance of the siege, and keep it there for so many days. 


VJw /i.fl. 10 Unit, Col. Lonl llliuiljiiv, 42i/ n'gt. I 81 I 1 Mutcti, 1810. 

1 am din'oted hy my herd VVellliigton to enclusu n copy of Mr. — — 'a reply 
to your Lovdahip's ruprcaontadon of the 7ih ittal. Should you have any thing to 
ohaerve on tho purport of tho_ annexed, y<m will ho plcnacd, without delay, to 
communicate the aamc. You will take occasion, nlao, to stale tho date of tlio entry 
of the moil of the 42d vegt. into hospital, who have retnvnod to the corps with 
arms and accoutrements broken or exchanged, li'urther, ho pleased to mention 
whether tickets were sent with tlie soldiers to hospitals, in obodicnco to the G, 0., 
17th Dec. 


TVh A.G. to Mqjur — — , — ivy/., Cadiz. Jlimili, 1810. 

I do myself the honor to cncloso n corrospondonco from lids ollico with tlio 

Comiiiaiidniit at Lisbon, on tlie siiliject of I'hisigii , of tho — regt., in coii- 

soquenco of your report to Col. Puacocko, of the 7lh Fell., also returned. His 
I'.xcellency’a object in directing tlieae docmiumta to bo put in y<mv poaaoaaioil 
is, that you ali'ould, on the nvvivai of Knsign — — , retpuro IhiiL reasonahlo pro- 
portion of duty whieh juallco to tho service ilemnnda of every ollirer ; hut ahntdd 
it atill appunr that Enaigii — — ’s conatituliou ia imetpial to the faliguca of a 
soldier's oinployiucat, tho reports to tliia olUiot mnal bo forwarded to tho llorso 
Quiuda, for tlio Coninmuder in Chiers dvoisiun. 

Tu Brig. Gen. R. Craufiml. Vlaeu, 2IIHi Miireli, 1810. 

I rocoivod last night your letter of the 17th. It w strange that the 
Governor of Ciudad llodrigo should have no intolligonco of Hus enomy’s 
movements near liis garrison, of which we have received so many ac- 
counts. I should holievo them not to bo true, and that no tmops liiive 
moved towards the Sierra de Franeia excepting thosn wliicli were at Ran 
Felices, and their movement was probably occasioned by that of Carrera. 

Mr. Ogilvie and Mr. Drake have been sent to your division ns Com- 
missaries. ^ Mr. Ogilvie bears an excellent eliaraetor. I slniU speak to 
the Commissary Gen. about your wine; and I shall send yon some shoos. 
We have, however, very few in this neighbouvluuul, as the vagabonds 
who come from the hospital sell every thing upon Uie road, and it is 
generally necessary to supply them with all the rotiuisites for a soldier as 
they pass througli this place. I have, however, ordered forward a largo 
supply, of whioli you shall have your share. 


To Vice Adm. the Hoii. G. Berkeley. Vincii, 2llll> Mntoli, 1810. 

1 enclose a letter from Col. Peacooke to Lord FiteRoy Somerset, con- 
taining one from Mr. J. B. Crispin, of tho 8th March, from Faro, from 
which it appears that that gentleman is not aotiuiiintod with tho arrange- 
ments made by you for the conveyance of the lettors for Cadi-/, from tliut 
place, as stated in your letter of the l!)ih Fob. I shall be very much 
obliged to you if you will give directions that bo may be apprised of them. 
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To Charles Stuar^ Est^, Viseu, 20th March, 1810. 

J have received your letter of the 17th inst. The Commissary Gen. 
draws for all money required for tlie service in Portugal, in consequence 
of orders from England which have been given ; because it was supposed 
that the money which could be procured upon the Peninsula for bills 
would come into the military cheat at a cheaper rate, if only one person, 
instead of many, should draw die bills upon England. The different 
departments, however, to which the Commissary Gen. advances money 
(the heads of which would come into the market with their bills, if it had 
not been settled that the Commissary Gen.’s bills alone should come into 
the market) ought to give the Commissary Gen. a bill upon the head of 
die department in England for every sum of money which they receive 
here. The Commissary Gen. would send these bills to the Treasury, and 
they would be settled with the heads of the departments respectively upon 
which the bills would have been drawn. 

This is the mode in which the Dep. Paymaster Gen. of the army and 
the ordnance are supplied with money, and in which they settle for the 
advances made to them ; and it is the mode in which it would be most 
regular and satisfactory, and indeed most safe, for the British minister to 
settle for the sums paid into the chest of the ‘ Aids.’ 

After this statement, you will see that I can have no desire to alter the 
mode of proceeding hitherto adopted. That proposed by the Commissary 
Gen. to you would be the moat regular j but that hitherto in use answers 
our purposes, and gives us a voucher for the issue of the money, which is 
all I can require. I confess, however, that if I were in your situation, 
and feeling, as I do, that the minister must in this, as he is in every 
other instance of a subsidy, be accountable, I should prefer to give bills 
for every sum received from the Commissary Gen., to allowing sums to 
be received from him by Mr. Bell, upon a general order and authority 
conveyed by a letter. 

To the Eail of Liverpool. Viseu, 20th March, 1810. 

I hope your Lordship will excuse me for drawing your attention again 
to the state of this army for the want of money. I have long been obliged 
to keep the pay of the troops one month in arrear, contrary to His Ma- 
jesty’s regulations, and the practice and necessities of the service, and we 
have not money enough to pay them at iJie end of this month ; and, by 
accounts from Lisbon, up to the nth, there is no money there which can 
be sent. 

Your Lordship is aware that all the money for the service in Portugal 
passes through the hands of the Commissary Gen., who pays to the order 
of His Majesty’s minister at Lisbon such portion of the sums in his hands 
as may be applicable to Portuguese services. The fairest and most pro- 
per mode of fixing the sums which should be applicable to Portuguese 
services in each month was, that that sum should be paid by the Com- 
missary Gen. to the King’s minister, which should bear the proportion to 
the whole sum received by him during Ore month which the expense of 
the Portuguese services should bear to the whole expense incurred in the 
Peninsula, and paid by the Commissary Gen. On this principle the pro- 

3 E 2 



788 


I>ORTtJOAL 


portion to bo paid for Portuguese services, iu each month, of tho sums 
passing through the Commissary Gen.’s liands, has been fixed by mo lately 
at two sevenths of tlio whole, which is about llie jn-oportion that tho ex- 
pense of the Portuguese services boars to the whole British c-xponso in tho 
Peninsula. Under this lioad, there is duo to the British minister upon an 
account closed to the 34th Feb., not loss than i.'l(i0,00(), for tho payment 
of which there are not suiliidcnt funds in hand; and the close of another 
montli is a])proaching. Tlie same proportion of the receipts of tliis month 
ought to be allotted for the payment of tlicso services. 

It must be obvious to your Lordship that the King’s minister cannot 
perform His Majesty’s engagements to the Portuguese government unless 
money is supplied to him; and tho accounts which have been transmitted 
to England from this country will have convinced His Majesty’s govern- 
ment tlmt it will he impossible to keep the Porlugviosc army together, if 
the government is not assisted with money to pay it regularly. The want 
of money to pay the British trooiis with regularity, and to discharge the 
demands for tlioir provisions, forage, and moans of transport, is also an 
evil which may bo attended by the most serious consequences, in tho cri- 
tical situation in which tlic army may shortly be placed. 

The constitution, and the whole system of tho discipline, efiioicncy, and 
equipment of liie British army, depend ui«)n regular payments. All the 
soldiers’ necessaries, and much of their provisions, and the provisions, 
equipments, and comforts of the ofllccra, are purchased anti paid for out of 
their pay; and if those articles cannot be paid for, llio soldiers will take 
them without payment, notwithslaudiug all tho oxertious of the oflicors to 
prevent them. 

Tho quantity of supplies drawn from Portugal for the use of the British 
and Portuguese armies bus been so large, that it is most lUdicult noW to 
procure any witlioul payment. I liave necounts from all quarters of the 
increasing diilicultics in tlio supply of the troops ; and it is reasonahlo to 
suppose that the inhabilauts of tho country are unwilling to part with 
their provisions, without payment in ready money, to an army whndi they 
must expect will, before long, evacuate tho cimnti'y. If not sujqilied with 
money in sufficient quantity to pay for the supplies required, tlio supplies 
must be taken from tho country, without piymcnt, l>y force. Detach- 
ments of tho troops must ho employed upon this service, instead of in 
opposing the invasion of tho ouomy; and fresh opportunities will bo 
afforded for the disorders and outrages to which I have more than once 
drawn your Lordship’s attention, at the moment at wliich every tiling may 
depend upon tho efficiency, discipline, and good order of tlie troops, and 
upon the good will of the inhiihitimts of the country. 

I hog to refer your Lordship to my former lettors upon this sulijoct, in 
which I apprised you of the sums wliich would ho iiccesHttry by tlio niontli 
of February, and of my opinion that a monthly supply, cipial in amount 
to the increased monthly subsidy to tho Portuguese govemmeut, ought 
to be sent to Portugal. 

T6 Brig, Gon, R. Craiifiml. Vbeii, 20(Ii Mmisli, IHIO. 

. I write to let you know tliat 800 pairs of shoes arc ordered to Colorlco 
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for tlie use' of your troops ; and the Commissary Gen. tells me that your 
Commissary has 12,000 dollars. I have spoken to him about your wine. 

P.S,' 21st March. Since writing the above, I have received your letter 
of the 18tl:i. I should be glad if I could spare our horses the duty of 
carrying letters, on which indeed they are employed in no instance, ex- 
cepting between you and Celorico. We have no Portuguese cavalry near 
this at present. It is useless to desire you to buy a few horses or mules 
purposely for the performance of this duly, when you complain of the 
want of money for other more essential purposes; and unless the 12,000 
dollars already sent have reached you, and are sufficient for the present, 
we have no more which we can send you. I will see, however, if I can’t 
get from the Commissary Gen. 8 or 10 tolerable mules to be employed 
on this duty. You should make the horses go very short stages. I 
hope that you will find the ca<jadores better than you expect they will 
be. It is impossible to get Elder’s corps for you, otherwise you may 
depend upon it that I should have been happy to make your division so 
much stronger. 


To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Borkeloy. Viseu, Slst March, 1810. 

I find, by a communication from tiol. Fisher, that after he shall have 
landed the heavy ordnance, and the necessary quantity of stores, and occu- 
pying the tonnage which these will vacate by placing in those ships the 
ordnance and military stores now on shore, which they will hold, he will 
still require 2121 tons. I shall be very much obliged to you if you will 
desire the Agent of transports to communicate with Col. Fisher, and to 
arrange for the reception and embarkation of these stores. 

I am very anxious to have every thing in such a state that we may 
either go or stay, according as it may be expedient, in view to the force 
by which we shall be attacked. 

The Agent of transports has mentioned to Col. Murray that he wished 
to have back the transports from Cadiz. I was desirous that the trans- 
ports should remain there when first the troops were detached, in order 
that Gen. Stewart might have it in his power to withdraw when it should 
be necessaiy'; and 1 now wish the transports to remain there, in order 
that we may have the assistance of the troops from Cadiz, if the French 
should withdraw from their position before Cadiz, when they shall attack 
Portugal, which I think not an improbable event. However, you will of 
course give such orders for the transports as you may think best. 

The arrangement for the embarkation made by Lieut Fleetwood is 
very satisfactory; and the more we conclude upon this subject before- 
hand, tlie better sliall we execute our business when it comes to the point. 
I mean, however, to try to prevail upon some, if not all, of the Porta- 


Vlseti, 8Ut Maichi 1610. 
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gucse infantry at least to evacuate with us, if we slioulil ho forced to 
adopt that measure ; and in that cose it would be best probably to put 
them in the transports, and the British troops in the men of war, of which 
I hope you will soon have n good fleet. Wo would leave the baggage of 
the British regiments in the transports, and put nothing but the oflicers 
and men in tho ships of war, unless you should think it best to take the 
Portuguese troops into the ships of war. 

I liope that Mr, Stuart will s<Hm have directions from government to 
settle with tho Portuguese government fl>r the preparation of their ships 
for evacuation, in case it should be necessary. I requested tho Sec. of 
State long ago to send out 6 good hospital ships, which i hope will arrive 
when the weather permits. 

The Sec. of State has consented to tho measure which I proposed, of not 
bringing away more than the best of the horses, principally those belong- 
ing to the olBcers of the army. I understood that they would have at 
Lisbon transports for 600 hoi-ses, wliich would bo snffieiont for every 
tiling ; but tliere ought to bo tonnage for that number wbieb we have in 
the army of valuable horses. I see that Lieut. l'’leutwo(id talks of disiuauU 
ling some of the horse ships, which, adverting to their utility, and the ex- 
pense of fitting them up, it would probably bo best to avoid till tho lost 
moment. 

To ClioxlcB Stuart, Esq. Visi'ii, Slsl. March, IRIO. 

I send some dispatches for England, and some for Ciidiii, the last of 
which I request you to ask tho Admiral to forward by a^ship of war, as I 
approhoiid that all those which I liavo sent by tho ceminunieiitiou which 
Adm. Berkeley had imagined was arranged between l''aro ami (hull/, have 
failed to reach their destination. If tlic Admiral shmihl be unable to stmil 
those dispatches, I shall then request you to ask the Portuguese govern- 
ment to send Ibero one of their veasole. 

To tho St. Hou. H. Wallcsloy. Viscii, Slardi, IfllO. 

I have heard of your arrival at Cadiz, though not from yourself, ns I 
understand that tho Captain of tho ship which was dispatched from Cadiz, 
pm'poscly to carry letters from you to Mr. Stuart and nm, sailed without 
your letters. 'Neither have I hoard from Ceu. Stewart since the 'Jflth Feh., 
or from Mr. Frere for a still longer period. I am aiiprehensive, also, that 
all my letters to Gen, Stewart and Mr. Frere have miscarried, as I learned 
yesterday that the communication which Adra. Berkeley had considered 
certain between Pai-o and Cadiz had failed entirely. I therefore send to 
them duplicates by this opportunity. 

I have nothing new to tell you from tliis quarter. The Freiich army 
is stationed ns follows, as far ns I cim lean). TJiere is u corps under Gen. 
— — , of 6000 or 1000 men, in tho Asturias ; lliey have possession of 
Oviedo, and have pushed forward as far as tlie Nareea, Jiiiiol’s corps, 
colled by flie Spaniards 12,000, hut which I Hlinuld imagine is nearer 
20,000, is in tho kingdom of Leon, threatening Astorga ; tijton which 
place, however, they had made no attack as hvto i\s tho l.llh of this month. 
Key is upon the Tormes, and between that river and the Aguoda, with his 



PORTUGAL. 


791 


own corps, that of Loisoti, and that of Kellennann. He threatens Ciudad 
Rodrigo, upon which, however, he had made no attach as late as the 19th. 
Our advanced posts touch his upon the Agueda. Soult’s corps, and a 
part of Regnier’s reserve, are at Merida, and Mortier’s corps at Zafra. 
These threaten Badajoz, upon which they had made no attack as late as the 
19th. They have in their front the Marques de la Romana’s corps, which 
has extended its right to Xerez de los Cavalleros, and has its left at Albur- 
querque. He is well situated for la petite guerre. The right wing of the 
British army is at Portalegre. 

The left division of Romana’s corps, under Gen. O’Donell, has lately 
had some success against a French detachment at Caceres. Romans has 
likewise a small detachment at Coria, on this side of the Tagus, under 
Gen. Carrera. 

The corps of Victor and Sehastiani, the Guard, and the reserve, which 
usually marches with the King, are in Andalusia; where, I do not know, 
as we have no intelligence of what is passing to the southward. 

I believe that all the reinforcements intended for Spain have arrived, 
with the exception of the Imperial Guard; and I conclude that operations 
will commence as soon as the weather holds up. My opinion is, that they 
will commence on our right and left in Estremadura and Galicia. 

It is very desirable that I should be constantly informed of what is 
passing in other parts of Spain, as far as may be possible; and I wish you 
would let me have all the intelligence received by the government. 
Some letters were intercepted lately, which I have reason to believe were 
interesting : among others one from Berthier to Soult. I should be very 
glad to have a copy of tliem. 

It is reported that the French are about to withdrew from their position 
before Cadiz, which I think not unlikely, particularly if there should be 
any insurrection, or any opposition to them by the people in any part of 
Spain ; or if they should have any reason to apprehend any thing from 
Blake’s corps, or the army said to be in Valencia, while they will be en- 
gaged in their operations in the west of the Peninsula. At all events, 
Cadiz has nothing to apprehend till we shall have been obliged to eva- 
cuate Portugal. 

If the Fi-ench should withdraw from their position before Cadiz, I wish 
you would consider, and let me know your opinion, whether it would be 
safe to let me have back in Portugal some, at least, of my troops. I am 
aware that the decision whether any of these troops should be allowed to 
quit Cadiz does not depend solely upon military considerations ; and that 
much will depend upon the temper and spirit of the people, upon their 
determination to hold out, and upon the prospect that they will admit us 
again to their assistance, if we should fail in being able to mamtain our 
ground in Portugal. 

To tlio Earl of Liverpool. Viseu, 21st March, 1810. 

I enclose the last weekly state. There is nothing new. I have no in- 
telligence from Cadiz, and I am apprehensive that the measures for keep- 
ing up the communication -between that place and Faro, which Adm. 
Berkeley considered effectual, have entirely failed. 
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I undorstaTid, liowover, tl)at there WiW a gale of wind at (liuU/ tu ilit! 
beginning of the inunllr, in wliieli one Simiiah tlirini-ileeUorj’lAVK SjtaiuHh 
and one Portuguese 14 , wore <1 riven on the siile of the liarhniiv in jinasea- 
siou of th(! enemy, and were lost, 'I'he men were all Miiveil, and wi’re 
taken out of the Bliipa by the honts of our Heel. Memo merehaiilnien, 
American ns well as Mtiglish, and one Htiglisli tninH|)orl, having on huiird 
130 men of the 4th feet, were likewise lost; I hear llial the nn'ii of the 
4th feet wore made prisoners liy the enemy. This is the only ailvanlagct 
the enemy acquired from the cHects of this gahf, exc(!pting a few heals, as 
I undorstand that they burnt all the ships that were cast so far en the shore 
that our seamen could not reach them. 

■you cannot conceive how nmch the want of mortoy distresses us ; and I 
cannot imagine why the Treasury eamiot purchase hulliou in Louden, and 
send it to Lisbon, ns well as the merchants, who mak(s an enormous prelit 
by the trade. 'I'he government would save much if they could send us 
money. One of the causes of our distress at pre.senl is that the late gales 
have prevented the packets from arriving nl Lishen ; and this conse- 
quence of the delay in their arrival, which is iiivaviable, is inie proof, 
among many otlicrs, that n most profitahlc trade is carried on in Imlliou 
hotween Paiinouth and Lisbon. I undor.stand, also, that my brotiier liud 
arrived at Cadiz. 


To Brig, Qm. U. Cmnfiml. V’wi'o, iWil Miufli, IRIO. 

I received lliis morning your letter of tlio 20l;h, informing mo of the 
attack on tho post at Harha do I’aerco, which I imagine ought to luive 
been dated the Slst, and that tho attack was made on tin' night of the 1 Dth. 
I beg that you will ussuro Col. Jleckwith,* and llie oflleers ami soldiers 
under his command, that their conduct in this nllair has augmented the 
conlidcuco which I have in tlio troojw, wJien oppostal to tliu einnny in any 
situation. If tho wounded should be niinhlo to march, you Ijud hotUsr 
send them hack tu tho hospital ut Coimbra. 

I think tliat the enemy are not likely io disturb you again at pro.snnt. 
They have withdrawn Morlier’s corps from its position at Zafra to 
Monasterio, at the ciiti'ance of tlio Sierra Monmn, and it is proiialdo that 
the corps at Merida will not stay long wliere it is. Soinetiiing (but 1 do 
not know what, as I have not received a letter from any authority at Cadiz 
since the 2Gth of lost month) has occurred in Andalusia, Wc liear of an 
insurrection in tho 55iorra do Konda, and of the collection of a large army 
under Blake in Murcia. However, it is very obvious, from this move- 
ment of Mortior’s, that the French are not now i)repared for un attack 
upon this country, which, if they arc to make it with aiiy effect, must ho 
made on both sides of the 'Pagus, and with very large forec. 

I hope that you will fmd Mr. Downio, whom I propose to send to yon, 


* Oftlw05tli(irB,ilInl)riga<ln; uniirwanld Litsul. 
Commaiular in Chief at Bombay, wlicra lie rtieil. 


Sir Siihicy Bi‘t;1iwilli, K,C.B., 


G.O. 
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oa useful as you expected to find Mr. Ogilvie. The latter has charge of 
a most important department, which cannot well be made over to another; 
and nothing but the urgency of the case could have induced the Com- 
missary Gon. to allow him to go to you. You will find Mr. Domiie, 
however, very active and intelligent. 

^ I wish that I could send you some money, but we are in the greatest 
distress, and what is worse, have no hopes of relief. The late gales have 
prevented the import of specie into Lisbon from Gibraltar and Cadiz, and 
tlio delay of the arrival of the packet as usual prevents the negotiation of 
bills at Lisbon. To this add that government leave me to my own inven- 
tions in this, as well as in other respects. If the money were now at 
Lisbon, a fortnight would elapse before it could possibly reach the army. 
But I fear there is no chance. 

Is it true, as the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo informs Gen. Cox, that 
the enemy have withdrawn from that neighbourhood towards Salamanca 
again p 

The 800 pairs of shoes are gone to Celorico for your division. The 
Caqadores will be at Celorico, I think, to-morrow. Ten mules are gone 
to Almeida, to enable you to mount hussars for the communication duty. 

To Vice Adtn. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Vieeu, 23d hlarch, 1810. 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 18th inst., and I 
am much obliged to you for the opinions which you have communicated 
to me. In every case of the kind which you have discussed, I must con- 
sider not only what is desirable, but wbat is practicable ; and I must first 
look a little at the facts of the case, and consider of the means in my 
power, or likely to he in my power, of their nature, and of the mode in 
which they will probably operate in the circumstances which will most 
probably exist. 

In cose of the occurrence of a great disaster, it will he no justification 
for rao to say that the plan was that of the Portuguese government, and 
tliat I would not oppose it, or that you approved and urged it. In the 
existing temper of liie times, and for me •particularly, such a justification 
will not be allowed. 

It appears to me that we are all agreed that, although it is desirable, it is 
not essentially necessary, to hold the left hank of the Tagus ; and indeed the 
great inconvenience which will result from the enemy having possession of 
Umt point is that stated in Dom M. Forjaz’s letter to me, viz., the facilily 
wiiich it will give' them to excite, and the prohahility that they will suc- 
ceed in exciting, disturbances in Lisbon. I acknowledge that I had not 
before contemplated this danger, to which I have given a good deal of 
thought since he drew my attention to it, and I hope that I shall find 
moans of getting the bettor of it. It is desirable, however, that we should 
hold the left hank of the Tagus, and certainly, if possible, the communi- 
cation between Lisbon and Setuvnl. 

You appear to agree in the statement contained in my letter to Dom 
M. Forjaz, that I have not the means of occupying that part of tlie coun- 
try with regular troops ; and that it is not expedient to ask, and that it is 
probable wo should not receive, the assistance of more troops from Eng- 
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land. But you think that this ground affords advantages, whic-h, if pro- 
perly improved, might enahle the militia, and other irregular force, to 
hold it against any attack which might probably bo nnulo upon it. An 
far us I know of that ground, there are. throe positions upon it : one has 
its left behind the swamp which is in front of Aldea (lalega, and its riglit 
at Palmella ; or the loft niiglit he tlirown farllier back, probalily to Uoimi, 
The other is tliat upon which Cfil. Fletcher lately reporlod, and you have 
his report; and the third is with the right at TrafTaria, and the left at 
Almnda. Of these, the first only keeps the communication open with 
Setuval. There is, I understand, a space of butwecu 4 and .5 miles of 
plain ground to ho occtipied in each of these positions, which ground 
affords no natural means of defence, such os rivers, swamps, mountains, 
&c. ; and these deficiencies must be made, good by the resources of aa't. 
These are the facts os they relate to the ground ; and I will now infoi’m 
you of those which affect the means by which these positions aro to bo 
defended. 

In the first place, Dom M. Forjas has misinformed yon respecting their 
description. He has no disposable militia in that quarter ; and, in order 
to hold Palmella and S. Filippe at Setuval, we are obliged to detach a 
part of the militia from the north side of the river. 

In die next place, he has misinformed you of the numhera of the 
Ordenanza in that part of Portuguese Estremadura. I douhl if llicro aro 
1000 instead of 10,000 armed. But if there were 10,000, even witli the 
assistance of 2 or 3 corps of militia, they could not liold Iho ground, as it 
has been reported to mo to be, oven if stroiigtheiied by nil llie resmirces 
of art. The consequence of attempting it would he, tlial they would ho 
driven in confusion to the river, where there must ho means iirejiared to 
give them a retreat across the river, a part of which means would inevi- 
tably fall into the hands of the enemy. 

These considerations, and particularly the last, have created a con- 
viction in my mind tliat, if it were neeessiiry (whereas it is only desirable) 
to occupy the loft bank of the Tagus, tlic best mode of nceuitying it 
would be on the heights from Trafiiirin to Almada. The loss of one part 
of this line would not necessarily occasion llie inimediate loss of the 
whole. The people employed to defend it would ho jnoro immediately 
under the eye of those capable of directing them, and timely measures 
might be adopted to withdraw those whoso retreat might be necessary, 
witliout the risk that any of the heats would fall into tho hands of the 
enemy. But even this measure is irapracticahlc, on account of tho want 
of men to occupy tho ground. 

That which I proposed for this part of tlio counti-y was to oce»ipy Forts 
S. Filippe and Palmella, and OutnS, and to make tlio country hetwoen 
these forts tho retreat for the Ordenanza, means of transport, &c. &n., of 
'Portuguese Estremadura, which should ho ordered thith<»r. Tliey would 
then be in the roar of tlie enemy’s corps, which should occupy the ground 
foom Almada to Traffaria j and, at all events, this corps would lose its 
communications, and would find no suljsistonce in tho country, and could 
not be able to maintain its position for any length of tinio. I wish I 
could do more ; but, upon a fair oalcuiation of circumstances, probable 
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events and means, I do not think I can, with propriety, undertake, or do 
otherwise than give my opinion against undertaking, more. 

I tliink it scandalous tliat the Portuguese regular army should not be 
100,000 instead of 50,000 men ; more scandalous that they should want 
near 10,000 men to complete to 50,000 ; still more scandalous that they 
have not means to support even the army which they have; and almost 
as bad os all the rest that Great Britain should not have been able to send 
arras and clothing for men as soon as the French have been able to send in 
their reinforcements of made soldiers, which are now upon our frontier. 
Tile means however being, as they are, deficient, I must not undertake 
whnt is not necessary with insufScient means. 

The French endeavored to surprise one of our posts upon the Agueda 
on the night of the 19th, occupied by 4 companies of the 95th, under 
Col. Beckwith; they were repulsed in fine style, with some loss. We 
lost Lieut. Mercer and 3 men killed, and 10 wounded. 


To Brig. Gien. R. Gmufurd. Viren, 24th March, 1810. 

I have received your letter of the 22d. I think you were quite right 
in occupying Barba da Pueroo, under the circumstances in which you did 
occupy tliat place, and equally so in withdrawing the troops from thence 
on the night of the 22d, when there was a prospect that they would be 
attacked by a very superior force. I also agree with you, and intended 
to write to apprise you of my opinion, that when the Agueda should 
become fordable, it would be useless and dangerous to occupy Barba de 
Pueroo. These rains will probably keep the river full for some days 
longer, and in that case I doubt whether the enemy will remain in Barba 
de Pueroo, even if they should have taken possession of the post when you 
have withdrawn from it. 

Adverting to the nature of the bridge at San Felices, they cannot con- 
sider it a very safe post for a small corps, and I should doubt their putting 
there permanently a large one. I am convinced that their object has been 
to retaliate the check of the night of the 19th. 

By accounts of the 2l8t from Badajoz, it appears Mortier has gone 
back even to 8*“ Olalla, and that Soult’s corps has retired from Merida to 
Truxillo, destroying the works they had commenced in tlie Conventual. 
Something has occurred in Andalusia. The French have also drawn in 
tlie troops which they had down at Ayamonte. We may depend upon it 
that they will do nothing in this quai-ter without threatening us at least 
also upon the left of the Tagus. They are bringing a battering train into 
Spain from France, which looks like an intention to go regularly to 

P.S. Do you keep any cavalry in Barba de Puerco ? It might be use- 
ful to bo as near the French posts as possible, in order to encourage and 
facilitate desertion. 


, „ Viren, aith Moroh, 1810. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. i 

I have received your letters of the 2lBt. Col, , - ,1 

gone to England long ago. When I informed him, finally, 
not give him employment in this country, I gave him money to pay 
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expenses to England. Ho is a very silly fellow, awl would bo entirely 
useless j and ouglit not to bo suilbrod to remain nt liisbon. 

I do not think the Portugueso govornnieiit behavo very fairly towards 
Borosfovd, in burthening him with Iho task of punishing those magislratus 
and others who neglool their duty; nor do 1 know liow Ihu'esford will 
find time to attend to this business, in sueh a manner as to perform it 
olToctually, or Avitli that jirstieo vvliich will be necessary for his own elia- 
racter and for that of the eountry. The alteration laajuired is one of 
system, and ought to bo extended, not oidy to the superior magistrates, 
but to their inferiors, and even to the people. The latter should be made 
to understand that tlieir salvation depends njam their obedienee to tlio law 
and to the orders of tdieir superiors ; and that any the slightest disobe- 
dience of either would be severely punished, and some examples ought 
to he made. 

I am glad that Dorn M. Forjaz is turning his mind to keeping the town 
in a Slate of tranquillity in this criti(!al moment, as he may de2)end ui)on 
it tliat it is iraiwssihle, however desirable it may be, to necupy the left 
bank of the river. We slmll bo much pressed for numbers even on the 
right bank ; and it would be the height of fidly to extend our iio.sts to the 
left bank, when it does not aiipoar to he necessary. Till I roiadved Dorn 
M. Forjaz’s letter, I admit that I did not contcuqdate the probable iiisur- 
recUons in the town, wbieh, whether on the right or tlu! wrong side, 
would ho equally fatal to us, and would pnd>ahly (ddigo mo t’o withdraw, 
oven though pressed by no other military necessity. Tims the ])e(i]>Io 
would bo the immediate causa of their own subjugation, I eniuuuve, 
however, that it will bo possible to establish in tbo town a very vigorous 
system of police, to bo well weighed, considered, and arrnngwl bofort*- 
band, to bo carried into execution nt the critical inouumt. 'I’be founda- 
tion of this system should be the existing police, whicli I believe is very 
good. The town, if not already divided, might bo tlivideil into districts ; 
in each district there should be a person employed under llie-Limitenanl 
de Police. A certain number of the mnrriuil inliabifants of (aieh district, 
not already belonging to any of the militniy e8tabli,shmei\i8, slmuhl be 
enrolled to be police constables or soldiers, under the direelinn of this 
magistrate or officer, to keep the i)caco of Uioir own dislriel, in case there 
should be any disturbances in the town. Tlicso perstms shmilil bo armed, 
but not paid, unless actually called out and employed under a proclama- 
tion by the government. They might tljcn, by imirolling the streets of 
their district constantly, at all hours of the day/)r night, prevent assem- 
blies of people in the stroots or cofleo-houses, wlicre all mi.scbief <!om- 
monces. This is an outline upon wliicb Horn M. Forjaz, wlio has more 
local knowledge and ability, might work, and bring out a perfect, and, 1 
hope, a simple and ju-acticablo system. 

The object and pretence for its establishment nt iwesont niiglil b<» stated 
to be tbo movements of the French coriw upon the frontier; the pndni- 
hility that Portugal would soon bo attacked; and the danger and incon- 
venience which experience had domonslvated to result from popular com- 
motions^ in all groat towns, particularly in the Peninsula, at tlio moment 
the armies wore engaged upon the frontiers. 
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If the government should be of opinion that a letter from me, recom- 
mending a measure of this description to their consideration, would at all 
strengtlien their hands in carrying it into execution, I will write such a one. 

P.S. 1 have received a letter from the Portuguese government about 
their money, in which I see they talk of receiving £980,000 sterling a 
year from tlie King. I observe they mention the same sum in their letter 
to you. Now the sum they are to receive in payment for 30,000 men, 
according to their estimate of the expense of 10,000 given to Mr. Villiers, 
which, as well as I recollect that estimate, amounts to about, hut not 
quite, £180,000 per annum; and £130,000 per annum for the expense 
of increasing the pay of the officers of the army; make a total of 
£880,000 per annum. Besides this, there is a sum of £100,000 per 
annum for the pay and allowances of the British officers lent to Portugal, 
who are paid from the chest of the ‘ Aids.’ The Portuguese government 
ought not to touch or to reckon upon this sum as a part of their resources, 
altliough Great Britain may fairly, and does reckon it as an aid to Portu- 
gal. The sum should remain in the chest of the ‘ Aids,’ to defray the 
charge of the pay and allowances of the British officers, for which it is 
given, and who are paid directly from the chest. 

I mention this error to you, lest you should not yourself have ad- 
verted to it. 


To Brig. Gen. H. Craufm-d. Viseu, 2fiHi March, 1810. 

I received last night your letter of the 23d. By this time you will 
have been joined by tlie 2 battalions of the ca^adores, and will be the best 
judge what to do with them. I believe that Beresford had attached to 
thorn Baron Eben, whom you will find a useful officer ; but I am not 
quite certain whether it was to them or to 2 other battalions. You will 
find the officer who commands the first battalion a very respectable one. 
The 2d battalion is not so well commanded at present, but Beresford pro- 
poses to attach to it Major Nixon, of die 28th regt., who has served in 
the light infantry, and who has been placed under his orders. 

I find, from intercepted letters, that the French are endeavoring to 
bring up from France, to some station in advance of Burgos (I suppose 
Valladolid), a battering tmin. If they should get up a triun, they may as 
well, and, indeed, if I were in their situation, I should prefer to begm by 
an attack upon Almeida to one upon Ciudad Rodrigo. This deserves 
attention. In what state is Castel Rodrigo ? Can Gastello Bom be made 
a t^le de pent for a short time ? 


G.O 


ViBCU/ S&tU MurcUs 1810. 

tu\il pi-tulucc evuUiiice aRaiUfil tliowj V .Ahis Court Maitial. His Excollency 

L'Xrctiliuii iiiv lu iably G. 0., and to 

iHvrlitMiltU’ly ri'ciuost** tiic coiiiitiiukIii g officftVB uwdet llieir command to 

tl.u ofll.e oil err, ^0 

lliiwn tirilom winch Imve '"j; ^ tlus ptesevvatiun of order aud regutuity 

::SrS, t tl." V-tlculany ou detaeu.n.ds. 
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expenaea to England. IIo ia a very silly follow, and would bo entirely 
useless; and ought not to he snffored to remain at Ijislion. 

I do not think the Portuguese government lioliavo very fairly towanls 
Beresford, in hurthening him with tho task of punishing those magistrates 
and others who neglect their duty; nor do I know how Beresford will 
find time to attend to this husiiu-ss, in such a manner a.s to ])i!rfonn it 
effectually, or with that justice wliich will he nceessary lor ids own clia- 
racter and for that of tho country. Tho alteration retpiired is oiu' of 
system, and ought to he exteuded, not only to tlic superior magistrate.s, 
but to their inferiors, and oven to the people. Tlie latter sliouUl lx; nuuh; 
to understand tliat their salvation depends upon tlieir obedience to tlie law 
and to the orders of tlicir superiors ; tmd that any tho slightest disobe- 
dience of eitlier would be severely punished, and some examples ouglit 
to he made. 

I am glad that Doni M. Forjaz is turning Ids mind In keeping the town 
in a state of tranquillity in tins critical moment, as lip may depend upon 
it that it is impossible, however desirable it may he, to oecupy the left 
bank of tlie river. Wo shall ho mitcli prcssml for niimlicrs even on (he 
right bank ; and it would he the hciglit of folly to extend our posts to tin* 
left bank, when it docs not appear to he necessary. Till I rceeiveil Dom 
M. Forjaz’s letter, I admit tliat I did not coiitomplntn tlie ]irohal)lo insur- 
rections in the town, whicli, whether on the riglit or the wrong side, 
would bo equally fatal to us, and would probably olilige me fo withdraw, 
oven though pressed iiy no other 11111111117 neeessil.y. 'I'lnis the iicojde 
would be die imuiodiato cause of their own sulijugation. I coiieeive, 
however, that it will be possible to establish in tlie town a very vigorous 
system of police, to bo well weighed, considered, iind arranged luilbre ■ 
hand, to ho carried into execution at tlio critical immicnt. 'I'lie founda- 
tion of this syatom should ho tho existing iMilice, whieli I believe is very 
good, Tho town, if not already divided, iiiiglit lie divided into dislriets ; 
in each district there should bo a person employed under tlie LieutenanI, 
de Police. A certain minibor of the iiuuTied iuluibilants of eaeli di.slriet, 
not already belonging to any of tho inililary cstablislimenl.s, slumM lie 
enrolled to he police constables or soldiers, under tlie direetion of lliiu 
magistrate or olficor, to koop tlio peace of llieir own dislriet, in ease there 
should be any disturbances in tho town. Those persons Hhould he arimal, 
hut not paid, unless actually called out and employed under a pmehima- 
tion by tlio government. Tiioy niigiit tlicn, by jintrolling tlie streets of 
their district constantly, at all hours of the day iir night, prevent asacin- 
blios of people in tho streets or ooircc-lumacs, ‘wlicre all mischief eiiin- 
mences. This is an outline upon which Dom M. Forjaz, who lias more 
local knowledge and ability, might work, and bring out a iierJeet, iiiul, I 
hope, a simple and practicable system. 

Tho object and protcnco for its ostahlishmeiit at present might he slated 
to be the movements of the Froncli coriw upon l.lie frontier ; tlie pruba-. 
hility tlmt Portugal would soon lie allaeked; and tlie danger and ineon- 
venience which experionoe liad donionatrated to result from iioimlar com- 
motions in all great towns, particularly in tlio Poninsuln, at tlie numiejit 
the amios wore engaged upon tho frontiers. 
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If diQ government should be of opinion that a letter from me, recom- 
incncling a measure of this description to tlieir consideration, would at all 
strengthen their hands in caiTying it into execution, I will write such a one. 

r.S, I have received a letter from tlie Portuguese government about 
thoir money, in which I see they talk of receiving £980,000 sterling a 
year from the King. I observe they mention the same sum in their letter 
to you. Now the sum they arc to receive in payment for 30,000 men, 
according to thoir estimate of the expense of 10,000 given to Mr. Villiers, 
which, as well as I recollect that estimate, amounts to about, but not 
quite, £150,000 per animm ; and £130,000 per annum for the expense 
of increasing the pay of the officers of the army ; make a total of 
£880,000 per annum. Besides this, there is a sum of £100,000 per 
annum for the pay and allowances of tlie British officers lent to Portugal, 
who arc paid from the chest of the ‘ Aids.’ The Portuguese government 
ought not to touch or to reckon U 2 )on this sum as a part of tljeir resources, 
although Great Britain may fairly, and does reckon it as on aid to Portu- 
gal. The sum should remain in tlie chest of the ‘ Aids,’ to defray the 
charge of the jiay and allowances of the British officers, for which it is 
given, and who are paid directly from the chest. 

I mention this error to you, lest you should not yourself have ad- 
verted to it. 


To MriR. Geu. R. Crauftird. Visou, 2C{li Match, 1810. 

1 received last night your letter of the 23d. By this time you will 
have boon joined by the 2 battalions of the ca^adores, and will be the best 
judge what to do with them. I believe that Beresford had attached to 
them Baron Ebon, whom you will find a useful officer ; but I am not 
quite certain whether it was to them or to 2 other battalions. You will 
find the officer who commands the first battalion a very respectable one. 
The 2d battalion is not so well commanded at present, but Beresfoi-d pro- 
poses to attach to it Major Nixon, of tho 28th regt., who has served in 
tlie light infantry, and who has been jilaced under his orders. 

I find, from intercepted letters, that the French are endeavoring to 
bring up from Franco, to some station in advance of Burgos (I suppose 
ValJadoJid), a battering train. If they should got up a train, they may as 
well, and, indeed, if 1 were in their situation, I should prefer to begin by 
an attack ujion Almeida to one upon Ciudad Rodrigo. This deserves 
attention. In what state is Costel Rodrigo ? Can Gastello Bom be made 


a l3/e c/e pont for a short time ? 


^ Viaott, SBtli March, 1810. 

'“tIi’u Cmnraaiidw of tlio Porers icqueats that the omcerB conimaiidiiig rcgimonle will draw 
liw ivtleidimi of Uie Wdiem under tlioir oiiminiuid to tins example ot the coiiaeqiicnora of 
tlip diKirnircrul ouh-iiKca orwliiBli tuo niimy the S(d(ii«ra o* lliis army JiavB bien guilty. 

The Cmiimiuidurill- tl.« Forei's repeals his dotcrmhiatmii to spiu'e iiu troulile to proouro 
and iiriKluff ('videiiuo ai'iuiist those who may he gudty uf such outraKCS, ami carry mto 
cxcimlimi im'iiiiulily wliidever may lie tlie sciitaicu uf the Court Martial. Iwuellracy 
iiiulicidiulv n-iiuesis tlie eoiimiiuidiiig eflicure of reKUnuuls to revert to tjie G. O., mid to 
draw (iM'iiUeutiimel'dio iifllceis iiud miu-coimnissiuiicil ollicors under their coimnoud to 
(iiiwe iirdev) whliili luive I'm' llieir iilijeel to prevent tlio commission oftlKisfl oriraos, and to 
X; ! e «;■; lliese dmnll'ol pinislnnils. by the l-™f ovation of order 
mmmif the seldiem, i.n tlieir murehes, in their quarters, and isutmulorly on detachments. 
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P. S. I should prefer horses to mules for the connuunieulion service. 
But unfortunately we have no money to buy horses at present. 


To Brig. G«ii. II. Cranford. Vimot, 37tU Miiridi. IHIO. 

Your letter of the 25tli, wluel\ I have just received, renders it uniieces- 
siu'y that I should say uuudi in answer to that of the ‘J4th. 

Mr. Ogilvie has ivally hnsiiiess with llie head uniirtei's of the army 
which anotlior could not perform for him; and. I am giad to (ind llmt you 
are pleased with the appointment of Mr, Downie, In order that he may 
he at the head of the department with your division, Mr. Drake is In he 
relieved by Mr. Purcell, of whom the (Jomiuiasary (ten. understands timt 
you have a good opinion. Mr. Drake is the senior As-sist, Oomniis.sary 
with the army. Tl»e Portuguese troops have with them u Coiunus.sary, 
hut I imagine that they will require assisUmco from Mr, Dowttio, vijam 
which subject he will be instructed. 

In respect to the communication, I wish it to he as follows in AiHire ; 
viz,, every tiling to go from Almeida to Celorioo, and from (hdorieo to 
Guarda, Trancoso, and head quarters rpsjieclividy. Orders will go from 
the Adj. Gen.’s oflieo upon this suhjeet. 1 shall write by this dispatidi 
to reooramond Mr, M'Diaruiid for promotion. 

I have letters from Cadiz as lato ns tlie I7th: all qnhit there; hut (hey 
hod at that time no aecounts of the insurreclioii in (he Sierra do Uonda. 
They had inatlo a sortie from one jairt of the Isla de Ijcoii on i.he l.hth, 
and liad made domonstrations for a general attack upon du' enemy’s pusts 
on the same morning, which would have been made if (he surf had not 
prevented Gen. Stewart from embarking ii part of hi.s i-oi-ps. I helievi* 
that this attack is the real cause of Uie detaelinien(s wliieli have been 
made into Andalusia from (he coriw in Idslruimulura. NolJiing has heon 
done yet on the north of the Donro. 


To Mojor Gon. tlio Hon, W, Slcwnrt. Vifliia, 27lli Mitrrli, JfllO. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters of iho lltli, and '' of 
the 17th. 


When an officer is detached from the army in command of a body of 
troops on a particular service, he must Im the best judge, of (lui organiza- 
tion which will suit his purpose. I do not ohjeel, therefore, 'to tins 
organization wliich yon have detailed in your letter' of the 1 1 tli j although 
in general, I disapprove of detaching Hank companies from (he 1)at(4ilion 

to which tJiey belong, and 1 have not allowed of such detaclnoents in 
this army. 


A Brigade Major appears to mo to he, a noepasiiry ajiiudntmenl in Cadiz 
tlio troops under your command being in 2 iHMlies. ’ 

Lord PitzRoy Somerset hiw written to Urn A. A. G. reHpwding the 
appointment of an officer to ho your snnrotary j Imt 1 nhull Im obliged to 

“>'1 <’"»• what the 

■ Sr? “ ^‘"Kl't j'occHsavy by the Assist. OomnuHsary, ami by (,1m 

Assist. Paymaster Gen, dotacliod with you, 
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I beg Umt you will draw a table allowance of 30s. a day while you 
command at Cadiz. 

The sum fixed in this army is 9d. per diem, to be stopped from the pay 
of the soldiers in hospital throughout the whole array, as you will observe 
by the enclosed letter from the War office : it is necessary, therefore, that 
you should fix the stoppage at Qd. in tlie detachment under your command. 

I am concerned to observe that tlie Spanish troops make no progress in 
their discipline ; and that they are not better in that respect, or improved 
in efficiency, since you went to Cadiz. I am afraid that much time will 
elapse before any considerable improvement will be made in the state of 
these troops, or before several otljer measures will be adopted by the 
Spanish government, which are e.xpcdient, and even necessary, in the 
existing situation of their affairs. We must not be discouraged, however, 
by tliose untoward circumstances. I have but little doubt that the Spanish 
troops, bad as their appearance and discipline are, will do their duty in 
fortified positions ; and even if they were worse than they are, and the 
difficulties of all kinds witli which we have to contend were greater than 
they are, the interests of Great Britain end the world are too deeply 
involved in this contest for us to recede one step from it, which may not 
be rendered absolutely necessary by circumstances. 

The affairs of the Peninsula have invariably had the same appearance 
since I have known them ; they have always appeared to be lost ; means 
have always appeared inadequate to objects ; and the sole dependence of 
the whole has apparently boon upon us. Tho contest, however, still con- 
tinues, and is in its third year j and wc must continue it ns long as we can 
wiUi tho means which the country affords, improving them as much as 
the people will allow us, as it is obvious that Great Britain cannot give us 
larger moans than we have. 

I beg leave to refer you to Mr. Wellesley for an account of the state of 
affairs in tliis quarter. 

To tho Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Viseu, 37th March, 1810. 

Since I wrote to you on the 21st, I have received your letters of the 9th 
and 16th. I was pretty well aware of the state of tlie Spanish army, but 
tho account you give of the government is not encouraging. However, 
they can scarcely lose Cadiz at present ; and if the measures which I re- 
commended in my letter to Gen. Stewart, of tho 2'Ith of last month, are 
adopted, the French will never be able to get possession of that place. 

Since my last, there has been no material alteration in the enemy’s 
position on this side of the Tagus. It is reported by the French that tliey 
have taken Astorga by storm, with great loss ; but I have not heard of 
this event from any authority, and I have correspondents in that quarter. 
The Fi'ench corps on the Guadiana broke up on the 18th ; and that under 
Morticr marched towards Monasterio, and S‘“ Olalla in the Sierra Morena; 
and tho other corps which was at Merida retired towards Truxillo. The 
Marques do la Roraana writes me that this movement was occasioned by a 
serious insurrection in the Sierra de Ronda ; that the King, being at Ma- 
laga, was surrounded by insurgents, and that he could extricate himself 
from this situation with difficulty, I should think that affairs could not 
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be in Uiia state in a part of Antklnsia so near to Ciuliz, without the know- 
ledge of the Regency. Yet it appears from your letter of the KHU that 
nothing was known of this insurrection at Cndi’/ on that day. 

The Marques de la lloinana has ordered the pnrtiilM of I'istrr'uuulura, 
and the right division of his army, under Hallesteros, to fidlow Mortier 
through the Sierra Morotui, and to do him ns much mischief as may Ix! in 
their power. We lioar also a great deal of Blake’s army in tlie Alinijarras, 
and of n corps from Valencia, operating upon the enemy’s comniunicatious 
witli Madrid. But I conclude l.luit there is us little foundation for tliis 
intelligence as for tliat relating to tlio insurrection in the Sierra dc 
Honda. 

When I hoard of Mortier’s march to Uie southward, I was in hopes that 
something had occurred in Andalusia. If nothing has occurred in that 
quarter, they are about to endeavor to press you more closely at Cadiz, 
or possibly tliey are desirous of dispersing Blake’s corps in the Alpujnrriis. 
Even with the addition of Morticr’s corps, however, to the force near 
Cadiz, they cannot hurt that place. I wish that I could ho equally certain 
of the security of Blake. In the mean time the departure of the French 
troops from Estremadura has been a great relief to us in this quarter, and 
will give the people in Badajoz, and the Marques dc la Romami, time for 
further preparations. 

I am clearly of opinion that wo ought to remove from Cadiz in parti- 
cular, and from the harbours in tho I’eninsula in general, (’very Spanisb 
ship of war. I was of opinion that they ought to be sent to Mahon ; and 
I recommended that Minorca in particular, of the Balearic Islands, should 
ho secured. This opinion was founded ujmn a notion, 1st, (hat the R(!- 
gonoy had some power, and somo means at their dispo-Mul ; 2dly, (hat they 
would experience no dillleuUy in raising tho men ms’essary to secure tho 
Balearic Islands j and 3dly, that Minorca, in jiarl.icnliir, tsimld not ho 
injured as long as wo hold llio naval superiority in tho Mediterranean, 
This opinion was in somo degree shakim before 1 reeeiv('d your letters, 
by learning acoidontally tliat Lord Collingwood was adverse to sending 
the fleet to Minorca, although the isiason was not staled ; and I now re- 
commend to you to get rid of fleet and prisoners ns you eau. Let them 
go whore tlicy please, but do not allow them to remain in Cadiz. I 
doubted of Mahon for tho prisoners, os 1 was apprehensive that the gar- 
rison would not he suflieiontly strong. The same objection wouhl apply 
to Ceuta. England is tho only safe place for the prisoners. 

Whether tho fleet is, or is not sent to Minorca, thts security of the Ba- 
learic Islands is a consideration of tlie utmost imjiurtaiice, which must not 
bo lost sight of. You and I (I probably move than you) will he consi- 
dered I’eaponsihlo for every lluiig tliat occurs, although wc liave no means 
in our power, and no power to enforce the execution of what is nocessary. 

It is desirable that wo should advert to every thing, and slmuld recommend 
to tho consideration of the Spanish governinenl those nveasures wliich 
appear to us to he necessary. Accordingly, I suggest to you to pass a 
note to tho Regonoy, roconimunding to tUeir serious attention the seeurily 
of the Balearic Islands, Minorca particularly : they should send there, in 
the first instance, tho Viscomto deUand’s corps which is now in Algaryu : 



PORTUQAI,. 


801 


they should besides endeavor to raise men in Cadiz, where, hy proper mea- 
sures, they could get thousands, 

I shall write to the Marques de la Roraana upon this subject, in which 
he is personally interested, and will suggest to him the expediency of 
sending 2000 or 3000 men to these Islands; and I will engage to send 
these men from Lisbon to Cadiz, if means can be found at Cadiz for their 
further progress. I should think that Blake’s army ought not if possible to 
be weakened. It is a great object to the general cause to preserve it. 

In respect to Cadiz itself, the object of the works, the plan and con- 
struction of which I recommended in my letter to Gen. Stewart, is to give 
security to the Isla, employing in its defence a smaller body of men than 
would be necessary for its security if there were no works. It must be 
obviops to every body, that if 25,000 men were required for the defence 
and security of the Isla when not completely fortified, fewer would be 
necessary if good works should be constructed. But, in truth, when the 
Spaniards in the Isla shall be attacked in earnest, they will not be able to 
hold a moment, unless tlie troops are placed in good works. When I said 
that Capt. Landmann might be sura of having a sufficient number of men 
to place in them, I adverted in my own mind to the probable period at 
which the attack would be made, and to the certainty that as many men 
as could be required might be raised at Cadiz. It is quite new to ray mind 
that tlie Spaniards will not make the exertion which is necessary to enable 
them to defend this important place, with tlie assistance which I have been 
able to give them. In resxiect to fui-ther assistance, although ordered to 
secure Cadiz in a manner which makes me in a measure responsible for the 
safety of that place, as if nothing was required in Cadiz but British soldiers, 
I can send no more with propriety, 

Tliose who see the difficulties attending all communications with Spa- 
niards and Portuguese, and are aware how little dependence can be placed 
upon them, and that they depend entirely upon us for every thing, 
will bo astonished that, with so small a force as I have, I should have been 
able to maintain myself so long in this country. I certainly should not 
be able to stay, if I were to weaken it any further ; and yet, if I should go 
from this country, Cadiz would not hold out a month, even if 1 were to 
take there a great part of the British army. The French might and could 
collect there their whole force ; and then the serious attack would be made, 
and the place would really be in danger. 

I do not think that Gen. Stewart will be able to hold the Matagorda 
long ; and I have always considered it probable that the enemy would have 
it in his power to command tlie communication between the inner and outer 
harbours, and to prevent us from using it. We ought, therefore, at once 
to provide for this event by the following measures : 

Ist ; To prepare and establish in the inner harbour all the gun and other 
vessels which would be necessary for the operations of defence within it. 

2dly ; To secure the Puntales, and the landing places from the left of 
the Cortadura to the works of the town. 

3dly ; To have a good road of communication from the right of the Cor- 
tadura along the Isthmus by the right of the existing road. 

If there should have been really an insurrection in the Sierra de Ronda, 

von. III. 3 V 
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and the French should have been obliged to quit their position before 
Cadiz, I hope that Gen. Stewart will have seized the peninsula ofTi-oca- 
dero, and endeavored to secure that point by the time tho French will 
return again. 

Long before the French passed the Sierra Morona, I desired Gen. Whit- 
tingham * to suggest to Venegas to consider of and let us know what naval 
assistance would ho required from Great Britain, particularly of water 
vessels and of viotuallers. This will become most important hereafter 
when Cadiz shall be seriously attacked. Tho French will then occupy 
every point upon the coast, and cut off the supply of provisions, which 
must be sent for to a great distance; and they will be supplied only by 
great exertions and arrangements, and by very extensive means. All 
these matters deserve your attention, and you should suggest them 
officially. In the existing temper of the times, tlie loss of this place will 
be set down to our account, however little is in our power; and we must 
forget nothing. 

P.S. I omitted to tell you that the French attacked one of onr posts on 
the Agueda, occupied by 4 companies of the 05th, on the night of the 
19th, and were repulsed with loss. All has been quiet since. 

I am astonished at the conduct of the Regency towards , who will 

always be the enemy of the English influence. But I conclude that wlmt 
has been said, and even done, is only compliment ; that they have been 

urged to it by his friend ; and ftat lie will bo without employment 

or influence. It is not worth while to notice this transaction. 

To the Eatl of LiveiTool. Visou, 2S(li March, 1810. 

The enemy’s corps which I informed you, in my letter of tho 14th inst., 
were in Estremadura, broke up on the 18th inst. ; and that commanded by 
Marshal Mortier went to the southward towards the pass of Monostcrio 
and S“ Olalla in the Sierra Morena ; and tliat of Soult, which was at Me- 
rida, retired upon Truxillo. The former was followed by tlie right divi- 
sions of the Marques de la Romaua’s corps which had been posted at 
Xerez de los Caballeros, at Oliven^-a, and at Valverde. The left of this 
corps still continue at Campo Maior and Alburquerque. This movement 
is supposed to have been occasioned by an insurrection in tho Sierra de 
Ronda ; and it has been reported that King Joseph was at Malaga, and all 
communication with him cut off by the insurgonts. I have accounts from 
Cadiz, however, to as late a date as the iqth of this month, which do not 
notice tliese events. 

A gale of wind had done much mischief at Cadiz in the early part of 
this month, of which His Ma;jesty’s government will have received the 
details from His Majesty’s minister. 

Tihe enemy are not in great strength in the neighbourhood of Cadiz, 
and appear principally employed in stvengtliening their own positions, 
and in establishing themselves upon tlie poninsula of Trocadero, witli an 
intention to dispossess our troops of tlie fort of Matagorda, which is 
situated at the point of that peninsula, and the possession of which gives 
the command of the communication between the inner and outer harbour. 

* See xiage 860. 
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Major Gen. Stewart informs me that he had intended to endeavor to 
di^odge the enem 7 from their position on the peninsula on the 15th inst., 
and to destroy the means of attack upon Matagorda which they liad pre- 
pared, and the huildings which had afforded them cover and facilities in 
pushing it forward. The surf in the western hay of Puntales had pre- 
vented him from embarking thei'e, and a shoal in the eastern hay had 
delayed the passage over to the Trocadero for such a length of time, that 
It would have been imprudent to persevere in the attack, which he there- 
fore relinquished. Other attacks were, however, to be made, connected 
with, and as a diversion of the enemy’s attention from this ; among others, 
one upon their posts at S‘‘ Petri, by some Spanish light troops and 4 com- 
panies of the IPth regt. under Major Sullivan. The enemy’s outposts 
were driven in, in this quarter. I enclose the report of Major Sullivan to 
Major Gen. Stewart, with the return of the loss upon this occasion. 

If there has been no insurrection in the Sierra de Ronda, it is probable 
that these preparations and movements on the Isla de Xieon and at Cadiz 
have been the cause of the march of the troops from Rstremadura. 

The addition of Mortier’s corps, however, to the enemy’s troops already 
in the neighbourhood of Cadiz will not enable the enemy to make any 
serious attack upon the positions on the Isla ; and its removal from Estre- 
niadura relieves me for the present from all uneasiness respecting the fate 
of Badajoz, and the other forts in that neighbourhood. 

The corps of the Due d’Abrantes, which is supposed to he composed of 
about 20,000 men, is in the kingdom of Leon, and threatens Astorga^ 
where there is a Spanish garrison. They had made no attack upon that 
place as late as the 18th. The French have also a division in the Asturias, 
which was in possession of Oviedo, Gijon, &c., and had pushed forward 
towards the frontiers of Galicia. The French corps under the command 
of Marshal Ney, and that under Loison, and Eellermann’s corps, are in 
Old Castille, and in the same positions on the Tormes, with their advanced 
posts upon the Agueda. 

The advanced posts of the British army, under Brig. Gen. Craufui'd^ 
are likewise upon the Agueda, and between that river and tlie Coa. The 
French attacked the post at Barba de Puerco, which was occupied by 4 
companies of the 95th regt. under Lieut. Col. Beckwith, on the night of 
the 19th inst. Immediately opposite to Barba de Puerco, on the other 
side of the river, is San Felices, and between these 2 villages the only 
bridge on the Agueda below Ciudad Rodrigo ; and the recent fall of rain 
had filled the river, which was no where fordable. The enemy had col- 
lected a brigade of infantry at San Felices ; and crossed the bridge with 
600 men after dark, keeping the remainder on the other side. These 
followed the piquet of lie 95th up from the bridge, and immediately 
made their attack ; but they were repulsed with the loss of 2 officers and 
7 men killed, 6 prisoners, and 30 firelocks. 

I am sorry to add that Lieut. Mercer of the 95th and 3 men were killed, 
and 10 were wounded, in this affair, which was highly creditable to Col. 
Beckwith, and displayed the gallantry and discipline of the officers and 
troops under his command. The adjutant, Lieut. Stewart, distinguished 
himself. 


3 F 2 
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To tlie Rt Hon. the Commander in Chief. Viseii, 2Sth March, 1810. 

I have the honor to enclose an extract of my dispatch of this dtite, to the 
Sec. of State, giving an account of an attack made by tlie enemy on the 
post of Barba de Puerco, occupied by 4 companies of the 95th regt., under 
Lieut, Col. Beckvrith. 

I take the liberty of recommending Lieut, and Adj. Stewart to your 
notice, who distinguished himself on tlris occasion. I also beg leave to 
recommend Lieut. M‘Diarraid, the senior lieutenant, for promotion. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Viseu, 28lh March, 1810. 

I have hut little to add to my dispatch of this date. 

I have very had accounts of the Regency at Cadiz, upon which subject, 
however, I conclude my brotlier will have sent to government full intel- 
ligence. 

I enclose to you the copy of a letter which I have received from Col. 
Roche, which contains a curious account of the flight and dispersion of 
Areyzaga’s array, and their consequences in the different parts of Spain 
through which he passed, and of the state of affairs at Cadiz. I must do 
Roche the justice to say that he has invariably transmitted to mo the most 
correct accounts of transactions ; that his opinions have always been judi- 
cious ; and he has been of no party. The jmekets have not yet arrived, 
and our distress for money is very great. 

to M<(jor Qen,th« Hon. Q.L, Cole. 20lU March, 1810. 

I have had the honor to receive ami submit yonr letter to the Commamlor of 
the Forces. In consequence of the favorable representation therein contuined, 
his Excellency consents to the charges proferretV against Assist. Surgeon — — , 

regt., and now returned, being withdrawn, hi the e-xpectatiim that tlio lenity of 
his superior and of his commanding officer will have due effect upon him, niul 
induce that officer to attend to his duty more strictly in future. 

To Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. Viseu, 30tli March, 1810. 

I have received your letter of the 26th and 27th. I enclose a letter for 
Gen, Carrera, in which I have requested liira to communicate witli yon. 

I beg you to observe, however, that veiy little reliance can be placed on 
the report made to you by any Spanish General officer at the head of a 
body of troops. They generally exaggerate on one side or tho oUier, and 
make no scruple of communicating supposed intelligence, in order to 
induce those to whom they communicate it to adopt a certam line of con- 
duct, The movement of the French through the Puerto de Banos has 
been probably occasioned by their desire to oblige Carrera to fall back, 
and a wish to confine Ciudad Rodrigo on that side. They will find it 
difficult to cross the Alagon, or to make any impression on that side. 

The communication from you to Colorico is veiy slow. I did not 
receive yonr letter of the 27th till last night. It ought to have reached 
me the night before, at which time only I received that of tho 20th. We 
know that the letters are only 8 hours from Colorico to Visou, and that 
on this side of Celorico it is sufficiently regular. Will you he so kind as 
to have it arranged from Almeida to Celorico ? It should go from Almeida 
at such an hour every morning as to arrive at Celorico by 12 o’clock. 
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You will see the news from England. The ministers hold out still, but 
I think they cannot last long. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Visen, 30th March, 1810. 

I have received your 3 letters of the 26th. I understand that you will 
send a packet on Sunday, April 1st, for which I have already sent my 
letters j another on the 5th, for which I will send letters which shall be 
at Lisbon on Wednesday night ; and a third on Monday, 9th April. 

The want of provisions at Cadiz is very distressing, more particularly 
as the Spaniards have made no arrangement to procure a supply. I told 
Venegas, as long ago as last December, that he ought to advert to the 
probability that he would be attacked at an early period, and let us know 
in time what assistance would he required from us in victuallers, water 
vessels, and other naval means. If they have money and ships to send for 
grain, Malta can supply their wants with ease. 

I don’t understand the arrangement which government have made of 
the command of the troops there. I have hitherto considered tlicni as 
pMt of this army, and from the arrangement I made with the Spanish 
government, they cost us nothing but their pay ; and all the money pro- 
cured at Cadiz for bills was applicable to the service in this country. 
Their instructions to Gen. Graham alter this entirely ; and they have even 
gone so far as to desire him to take measures to supply the Spaniards with 
provisions from the Mediterranean, whereas I had insisted that they should 
feed, and drey do actually feed our troops. The first consequence of this 
arrangement will be, that we shall have no more money from Cadiz. I 
had considered the troops at Cadiz so much a part of this army, that I had 
written to my brother to deshe to have his opinion whether, if the French 
withdrew from Cadiz when they should attack Portugal, he thought I 
might bring into Portugal at least those troops which I had sent there. 
But I consider this now to be out of the question. 

P.S. I have desired that you may have at least half of the 500,000 
dollars that came out. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Visen, 30th March, 1810. 

Since I wrote to you on the 27th, I have received accounts from Eng- 
land to the 15th inst., and I have heard that Gen, Graham * is appointed 
to command at Cadiz. You will find Gen. Graham a most able and active 
officer, who, I am convinced, will be very desirous to co-operate with you 
in every thing for the public service. I beg, however, that you will tell 
Gen. Stewart that the arrangement which has been made for ihe command 
at Cadiz was not proposed by me. 

There is nothing new since I wrote to you last. I have heard froin a 
person at Alcafiices that he had not been able to communicate with 
Astorga the day before. He does not, however, think that the place is 
closely invested, hut rather that the person he had sent did not adopt the 
mode to communicate with the place in which he would have succeeded. 

The Fi-ench have passed a division through the Puerto de BaSos, by 
which they have obliged Carrera to retire from Coria across the Alagon. 

# The late liord Lynedoeh, G.G.B> 
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They talk of a part of Mortier’s corps, about 1000 men, being caught 
between 2 of the etreams in the Sierra Morcna, which had swollen ; and 
being cut off by the guerrillas of Roraana’a corps, which I do not believe. 
They also talk of tho army of Valencia and Murcia being at Tarancon, in 
the neighbourhood of Madrid, which I equally discredit. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Vison, SOtli Mitroli, 1610. 

I have received your letter of the 20th Feb., conveying a copy of your 
instructions to Gen. Graham, which I acknowledge I tliink likely to pro- 
duce confusion at Cadiz, and some difficulties between this army and the 
corps at Cadiz, and much inconvenience here, unless the General should 
lay them aside entirely, and in the mean time act upon those which I have 
given to Gen. W, Stewart. 

I enclose a memorandum,* &c., upon the instructions, with the copy of 
timm, with the paragraphs numbered, which will point out tho questions 
that occur to me upon them. I request you to send me your answer to 
this memorandum ; and if I should find tiiat the system which Gen. Gra- 
ham and I shall have followed is not inconsistent with your Lordship's 
intentions, I can either alter it or not, os may appear most beneficial to 
His Majesty’s service. 


To tha Earl of Livovpool. VisBii, SOlli March, 1810. 

Since I wrote to you on the 28th, I have received your letters to tho 
13th. 1 am fully aware of tlie mutual hatred of tho Spanish and Portu- 
guese people towards each other; and you may depend upon it that I 
adverted to that circumstance when I considered of tho propriety of 
sending to Cadiz a Portuguese regiment. From experience of tho maimer 
in which the service of Portugueso troops was received in other Spanish 
garrisons, I did not consider it probable that this hatred was likely to affect 
the reception of tho Portuguese regiment at Cadiz ; and having that regi- 
ment at my disposal at the moment a garrison was wanted for Cadiz, I did 
not think it proper to allow the consideration of the hatred of these nations 
towards each other to deprive the cause of this timely assistance. 

The enclosed letter from Mr. Duff, who generally participates in the 
feelings of the Spaniards, will show your Lordship that I was not mistaken 
upon this occasion; and the publications of the day at Cadiz, if they can 
be supposed to speak the public sentiment, agree in the same opinion. 
Since that time, all the letters I have received from Cadiz mention tho 
Portuguese troops in terms of praise ; but if Gen. Graham should think it 
better to send them away, I shall be glad to have them again. 


To Lieut. Col. Toirons, Military Seoretury. Viseii, Slat March, 1810, 

I have received your letter of the 7th, and I am very much obliged to 
flio Commander m Chief for the appointment of Pakenham, and for send- 
mg us the remforcements you have stated. I understand that the 9th and 
Royals have arrived at Lisbon. 


Cai?“ '■®®°^^«‘'ting my wishes in favor of 

Yo?k S \ promotion, which the Duke of 

Ifork certainly intended ho should have, 

* This 01611101101011111 is not in the Colonial office. 
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I can give yon no news. The French threaten us on all points, and are 
most desirous to get rid of us. But they threaten upon too many points 
at a time to give me much uneasiness respecting any one in particular, 
and they shall not induce me to disconnect ray army. I am in a situation 
in which no miscluef can be done to the army, or to any part of it j I am 
prepared for all events ; and if I am in a scrape, as appeal's to be the 
general belief in England, although certainly not my own, I’ll get out of it. 


To Brig. Qen. Cox, Governor of Almeida. Visou, 1st April, 1810. 

I request you to pay Senor Echevarria all the expenses which he has 
incurred for the encouragement of desertion from the French army, and 
for the support of deserters, and to tell him that I request him to en- 
courage desertion by the following measures. Let him send trusty per- 
sons to assure soldiers in the French army, induced to desert, that they 
shall be received here and treated in every respect as British soldiers ; 
tliat tlieir arms and horses, if they should bring them, shall be bought 
from them and paid for ; that they sliall have their option of enlisting 
into the British service or not ; that if they choose to enlist, they shall 
receive a bounty and shall have the choice of enlisting into any of the 
foreign corps with this army, or in England; and that, if they do not 
choose to enlist, measures shall be taken to send them out of the Penin- 
sula, and to facilitate their return to their own country. 

I request that all deserters may be sent to the head quarters of the 
array, and all expenses incurred on their account shall be paid. 


To Brig. Ota. Alex. Campbell. Vi»en, 1st April, 1810. 

I have received your letter of the 31st March. The War office appoint 
the agents of the corps called ‘ forei^ corps,’ of which I believe yours 
is one. Ferguson contested this point with the War office, respecting 
the Sicilian regiment, of which he is Colonel, and he could not succeed. 
I recommend to you therefore to submit, and ask for your augmentation. 
No leas than 46 deserters have come in since you left this. 

Sherbrooke knows something on the subject of the agency of foreig^ 
corps, and I will speak to him upon your letter, if I should see him this 
morning. In the mean time, you might write to your agent to desire 
liim to inquire whether your regiment is called a ‘ foreign corps.’ 

P.S. I have spoken to Gen. Sherbrooke, who agrees with me : he says 
that he has been informed that some Colonels of foreign corps, being 
British subiects, have appointed their own agents, but he did not find out 
an instance, and he submitted in the case of the Sicilian regiment: the 
question is, is yours a foreign corps ? We think it is not, as Greenwood 
was the agent; Disney is the agent for foreign corps. 

. _ — Viseu, 1st April, 1810. 

To Licut. Gen. Hill. 

I have received your letter of the 26th March. We have not more 
cavalry than is required for the service of the British army, and I cannot 
allow it to be employed separately from the other troops. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 25th March. 
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The alteration of the arrangement for the command at Cadiz, and the 
orders given by government to send to Lisbon all the transports, which 
in my opinion they might as well have left to ns, render it impossible to 
draw any part of the corps from thence, whatever may be our necessities, 
I do not find tliat the government have sent any hospital ships, notwith- 
standing my request ; and I shall therefore be much obliged to' you if you 
will allow the fitting up of the number you mention (6) to be continued. 

I have not yet heard from Col. S'letcher about the telegraph, since ho 
spoke to you. I am much obliged to you for the plan for the Portuguese 
troops. It will be very useful to them. 


To Charles Stuart, £sq, Viseu, 1st April, 1810. 

I have received your letter of the 28th March. In respect to the Pa- 
triarch’s prosposal to divide the Kingdom into districts, it is my opinion 
that the Kingdom is already divided in a very convenient manner; tlie 
magistrates are fully suflicient for the performance of the duty required 
of tiiem ; the laws and regulations are excellent ; and all that is required 
is to put the whole in motion, and to carry the laws into execution. I 
can have no objection to give Beresford any power; on the contrary, the 
greater the power he has, the better it will be for the public service : but, 
for his own sake, I should think it better to leave the execution of the 
laws in the hands of tlie ordinai-y magisti-ates. Settle it, however, in any 
way you think best. 

I agree with you respecting the existing disposition of the inhabitants 
of Lisbon. In fact, all they wish for is to be saved from the French : 
they were riotous last winter, because they imagined, and with some rea- 
son, that we intended to abandon them ; and they became quiet as soon 
as they found that a different system was adopted, and about to ho acted 
upon. These facts would however lead to a conclusion that they would 
become riotous if they saw the enemy on the left of tlie Tagus, and heard 
of him at no great distance on the right of that river, knowing that we 
had made all our arrangements to embark. The riots and insurrections 
of the town of Lisbon can never do us any good ; and I am thcroforo 
anxious that the system which I had proposed to you should be organised. 

I have desired that you may have half tlie money come from England. 
The arrangement made by government for the command of Cadiz will 
totally ruin us in the way of money. 

Has Lord Wellesley written to you respecting preparations to be made 
by the government for embarking ? 

I shall send off the messenger witli the letters for England to-morrow 
CTemng, and he will ho at Lisbon in the evening or early in the night of 
Wednesday. I enclose a letter from Col. . 

To Lieut. Geo. Hill. tt* m a « 

T ^ . J 1 . . , 2(1 April, 1810. 

I received last night your letter of die 30th March. The enemv’s de- 

Wn retired again 

m o Castille; and I am convinced that the only object of its moveSit 

which he did^“''‘'"'“ Coria, 
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I can’t understand what advantage the French can derive from the 
possession of Alcantara, the bridge over the Tagus being irreparably de- 
stroyed. It is the worst ferry on the river; I do not believe a gun could 
get to tlie boat on either side, which boat is very small, and could not 
contain 2 horses. The reports which you have on the Portuguese fron- 
tier, south of the Tagus, will show you that, the bridge of Alcantara being 
destroyed, tlie enemy could not pitch upon a more inconvenient place 
than that from whence to make their movements ; and it is the worst posi- 
tion that they could take for any other purpose : a small corps could not 
retreat from it. 

My opinion is, that they have taken their position at Caceres because 
they could get no provisions at Truxillo, and because they found they 
could do so witliout inconvenience and in safety, as the Marques de la 
Romnna had detached a part of his corps to the Sierra Morena. My 
opinion therefore is, that the position of the enemy at Caceres has nothing 
to say to yours or to the Portuguese frontier. It is possible, however, as 
the Marques de la Romans says, that the position of the enemy at Caceres 
may annoy the town of Badajoz, in the safety of which we are much in- 
terested, and the position of the corps under his command. If you should 
find this to be really the case, I have no objection to your showing yourself 
beyond tlie Sierra, if you should be of opinion that your doing so will be 
of any advantage to them, and will not be inconvenient to your own troops. 

You see what the opinion of people in England is of affairs here. My 
instructions so far concur with the general sentiment as to forbid any risk, 
or any unnecessary loss ; and yon will attend to that in any movement 

which you may make. , , i • 

In respect to the relief of Col. Wilson, Marshal Beresford found it 
necessary to bring the Lusitanian legion, of which Col. Wilson is the 
commanding officer, out of the mountains, with a view to their discipline; 
and they ai'e replaced by another regiment; and Col. Le Cor now com- 
mands in that part. You will find him equally active and intelligent with 
Col. Wilson ; but you must write to him in French. Communicate with 
him as soon as you can. 


Toths Earl of Liverpool. \ iseu, 2d Apil, 1 0. 

I have received your letter of the 13th March, and I am much obliged 
to you for the consideration you have given to our situation in this coun- 
try, and your discussion of the subject. 

The great disadvantage under which I labor is, that Sir J. Moore, who 
was here before me, gave an opinion that this country could not be de- 
fended by the army under his command ; and, although it is obvious tha 
the country was in a very different situation at that time from what it is 
at present ; that I am in a very different situation from that m which he 
foimd himself ; and that, moreover, it c™ be 
and operations of the army under Sir_ J. Moore, and his 
little was known of Portugal at that time; yet persons, who ou^^ to be 
acquainted with these facts, entertain a prejudice 

anv nlnns for opposing the enemy, of which Portugal is to be the ffieatr^ 
S means theUrLent, and will not even consider them. I have as 
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much respect as any man can have for the opinion and judgment of Sir 
J. Moore j and I should mistrust my own, if opposed to his, in a case 
which he had had an opportunity of knowing and considering. But he 
positively knew nothing of Portugal, and could know nothing of its ex- 
isting state. Besides this prejudice, founded on Sir J. Moore’s opinion, 
there is another very general prejudice against any military operation in 
tlie Peninsula. 

My opinion is, that as long as we shall remain in a state of activity in 
Portugal, the contest must continue in Spain ; that the Froncli are most 
desirous that we should willidraw from the country, but know that they 
must employ a very large force indeed in the operations which will render 
it necessary for us to go away ; and I doubt whotlier they can bring that 
force to bear upon Portugal without abandoning other objects, and ex- 
posing tljeir whole fabric in Spain to great risk. If they should be able 
to invade it, and should not succeed in obliging us to evacuate the coun- 
try, they will be in a very dangerous situation ; and the longer wo can 
oppose them, and delay their success, tlie more likely oi’o they to sufler 
materially in Spain. 

All the preparations for embarking and carrying away the army, and 
every thing belonging to it, are already made, and ray intention is to 
embark it, as soon os I find that a military necessity exists for so doing. 

I shall delay the embai-kation as long as it is in my power, and shall do 
every thing in my power to avert die necessity of embarking at all. If 
tlte enemy should invade this countey with a force loss than that which I 
should think so superior to ours os to create tlie necessity for embarking, 

I shall fight a battle to save the countiy, for which T have made tho ])rC' 
parations j and if the result should not be successful, of which I have no 
doubt, I shall still be able to retire and embark the array. In short. Urn 
whole of my conduct shall be guided by a fair and cool view of the cir- 
cumstances of our situation at the moment, and a reference to your Lord- 
slap’s instructions of the 27 th Feb. (A), 

I had considered that a doubt might exist of tho policy of bringing 
matters to extremities in tliis country, and I had brought that subject 
under the view of the King’s government in my dispatches of tlie Slst 
Jan. and 9th Feh., to which your Lordship’s answer of 27th Fob. is clear 
and distinct; and I understand from that letter, that if there exists a 
military necessity for it, I am to evacuate the oountiy ; and if there does 
not exist a military necessity for it, I am not to evacuate tlie country : 
in which last understanding is included, of course, tlie otlicr under- 
standing, that I am not to be frightened away by a force which I shall not 
consider to be superior to tliat which I shall have under my comiiiimd. 
Your Lordship will observe that, in tliis plan, tliore is no iiilontioii or 
desire to attempt a desperate resistance. Am I right in understanding 
that I am not to quit the country, unless pressed by a force which I shall 
consider superior to that which I sliall have to ojipose to tho enemy ? If 
I am right, I may he obliged to bring matters to extremities ; and I shall 
now show you, that whatever may be the nature of our (qiorations, or the 
mo e or period at which we shall evacuate Portugal, I have not mistaken 
tue'place of embarkation. 
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Upon reference to the enclosures in my dispatch of 14th Nov., your 
Lordship will find a discussion on the relative advantage and disadvantage 
of emhai-kiug the army at different places in Portugal, in a letter to Adm 
Beifeley 5 and you wiU see that it is distinctly stated that the contest for 
Lisbon and the Tagus cannot be brought to extremities, without giving 
up all thoughts of embarking at Peniche. I might have said that^ con- 
nected with an embarkation at Peniche, it cannot be brought to extremi- 
ties at all with any advantage, as it is obvious that the battle would be 
fought after Lisbon and the Tagus would be lost, the heart of the country, 
that alone which is an object to either party, the only point by which 
we could communicate with England as an army, or the Portuguese with 
Brazil as a nation. 

If I am to bring the question of evacuation to extremities at all, it is 
therefore obvious that I must preserve the communication with Lisbon, 
and must give up all thoughts of embarking at Peniche. But I think j 
am not wrong in my choice of S. Julian, even though I ought not to 
bring matters to extremities. The government may determine that, not 
bringing matters to extremities, I shall embark at an early period; or 
that I shall stay as long as I can, going at last, when the enemy ^all 
move into the country with a force which I shall think so superior to that 
under my command as to oblige me to evacuate. 

In the first ease there is no question ; all places are alike, S. Julian is 
ns good as Peniche and Oporto, the Mondego and Setuval as good as either. 
In the second case I must observe, that your Lordship is misinformed of 
the nature of the position of S, Julian ; and I think you have received 
your information upon the relative strength of these places, and their 
relative advantage as places of embarkation, from some of those persons 
who have never considered the subject, and probably have never even 
looked at either place. 

If the weather should prevent the ai-my from embarking at S. Julian, 
the ti'oops will be in a position from whence nothing could force them. 
They could withdraw from it the rear guard to the last man, being pro- 
tected by the works which have been constructed, which are of a strength 
not to be taken, except by a regular attack. S. Julian, however, is not 
BO strong as Peniche ; hut the ^fference in the relative strength of these 
positions is not sufficient to compensate for other disadvantages in adopting 
Peniche os a place of embarkation. 

In the 1st place ; Whether matters are to be brought to extremities or 
not, we must have our stores and our hospital at Lisbon, and all our com- 
munication with Lisbon to the last moment. Peniche has neither the 
means of giving cover to what we have, nor of providing transports for 
their removal to the array when wanted; nor are the communications 
with Peniche sufficiently good to answer the purposes of the constant 
supply of the army. If we could find cover for all that we have at 
Peniche, the removal of our etores from Lisbon to that place would soon 
discover our object, the effect of wMch discovery would be felt in the 
conduct of friends as well as of enemies. 

2dly ; If Peniche is to be used as the place of embarkation for the 
whole army at the last moment, it must immediately be stored with pro- 
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visions to povide for the oontingenoy of tho weather not suffering the 
Brmy to quit the place, which is, I assure you, at least ns probable at 

Peniche os it is in the Tagus. _ 

3dly; Adverting to tho necessity of keeping a corps upon tho Ingns 
daring all our operations, we miglit experience some inoouvcuience in 
forming a junction with that corps, Peniche hcing tlio place of oiubarkn- 
tion, owing to local circumstances, of winch tho discussion would be loo 
long at the end of this long letter. 

4thly; When wo do go, I feel a little anxiety to go, like gcntloinoii, out 
of the hall door, poi-ticularly after the preparations which I Imvo made 
to on n hi" us to do so, and not out of the bock door, or by the area. 

I am willing to he responsible for- the evacuation of Portugal, under 
your Lordship's instructions of the 2'Ith Feb. Depend upon it, wlmt- 
ever people may tell you, I am not so desirous, as they imagine, of fighting 
desperate battles; if I was, I might fight one any day I please. But I 
have kept the army for 6 months in two positions, notwithstanding tlielr 
own desire, and that of the allies, that I should take advantage f)f many 
opportunities which the enemy apparently ollered of striking a blow 
against them ; in some of which the single operation would certainly liavo 
been successful. But I have looked to die great result of our maintaining 
our position on the Peninsula ; and liavc not allowed myself to he diverted 
from it by tho wishes of tho allies, and probably of some of our own army, 
that I should interfere more actively in some partial affairs ; or by tlio 
opinion of odiers, that wo ought to quit die country in'cmuturely ; and I 
have not harassed my troops by marches and countor-nuirchos, in con- 
formity to the enemy’s movements. I bolievo that tho world in tho 
Peninsula begin to believe that I am right. 

I am convinced diat, if tho Spaniards had followed iny advice, Spain 
would now have been out of danger, and that the conduct wbicU I have 
pursued has given us at this moment an ollicient army, which is tlio only 
hope of the Peninsula. I am perfectly awwc of the risiks which I incur 
personally, whatever may be the result of tiio operations in Portugal. All 
I beg is, that if I am to he responsible, I may be left to tho exorcise of 
my o-wn judgment j and I ask for the fair confidence of government upon 
the measures which I am to adopt. 

If government take the opinions of others upon the situation of affairs 
here, and entertain doubts upon the measures which I propose to adopt, 
then let diem give me dieir instructions in detail, and I will cai'ry them 
strictly into execution. I may venture, however, to assure you, that, with 
the exception of Marshal Beresford, who I believe concurs entirely in all 
my opinions respecting the state of die contest, and the measures to ho 
adopted here, there is no man in the ai'ray who has taken half tlio pains 
upon the subject that I have. 

To lieut. Col. Ketoher, K.B. Vlaon, .lil April, IfilO. 

The intention of goverament in sending out tho officers of engineers 
lately Mrived, is to enable us to give some security to Setuviil, 1‘ahnolla, 
and principally to Peniche. The object in respect to die two first, is to 
_ be able, to hold them some time as places of refuge for tho inhabitants of 
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the country,, who might wish, or to whom it might be desirable to eva- 
cuate the country. The object in occupying and improving the last men- 
tioned place, is the same ; but I think it not impossible that government 
may be disposed to go a step farther in respect to Peniche, and to make 
an arrangement for occupying it permanently. 

In respect to Peniche, it appears to me that the works which it would 
he desirable to execute there are : 

1st; Something in the way of a counterscarp to cover the existing 
line wall. 

2dly ; To build up the breach in the existing wall. 

3dly ; To make the parapets of a proper height throughout, to fill up 
tlie rampart in the bastions, and to make a good rampart communication 
from each. 

4thly ; To secure effectually tlie breach on the left of the line, either 
by a stockade or the completion of the wall. 

Stilly; The construction of a redoubt upon the high ground in the rear 
of the left of the line, which, by crossing its fire with the citadel on the 
right, would prevent the storm of the line, even though it should be 
breached. 

If government should determine to do any thing permanent at Peniche, 
these measures will have been a commencement of them ; and I request 
you to employ one or more of the officers under your command upon 
them, without loss of time. 

If it should occur to you that any thing else ought to be done at either 
of these places, in the view which I have taken of them, of course I ex- 
pect to receive from you any suggestion that you may think will be useful. 


To Vico Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Viseu, 3d Ajiril, 1810. 

I am much indebted to you for the letter of the 31st. I shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will send home a transport or transports with 
the 300 German deserters now at Lisbon; but as I expect many more, 
I sliall be obliged to you if you will send them to England, from time to 
time, in proportion as they shall arrive at Lisbon. If they should at any 
time amount to such numbers as that it would be inconvenient to the ships 
of war to receive them, I will then request you to send home a transport 
with them. 

I shall be very glad to see the chevaux defrise. Your nephew is here, 
and dines with me this day. 

I have good accounts from Gen. Murray, of the 10th inst., of our Oporto 
claims, and it appears to me that all is going on as we could wish. I en- 
close an extract of his letter to me of the 10th, from which you will see 
that, although against his opinion and contrary to his wishes, he makes 
no opposition to the claim of the ships employed in the blockade of the 
Douro, which of course includes yours. I conclude, that the property 
being once condemned as prize, or for salvage, there can be no dispute 
between us about it. 


r/i« A. a. to Lieut. Col. . 3d April, WIO. 

Your letter of the 2fitli ult. has been laid before 
I am in reply instructed to observe, that notwithstanding my Lord Wellington a 
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full aasuranco that Major ’s application h) return to England is grounded 

on actual necessity, and that your recominoudntiou to that eifnet is in consu(|uuiicQ 
perfectly justified, yet his Lordship cannot depart from tho regulation eslablishcd 

for such cases. Major must therefore repair to head quarlerH, that u 

Medical board may report on the state of his licnllh, jircvious to Ids depurlnro 

from the army. His Lordship, after perusal of Major 's services, which 

appear to have been extensive and constant, cannot in justice omit to oiiserve, 

that Major will only be allowed to soli tho commissiiins jnirchascd, us such 

decision has been given at head quarters in rcfurcnco to oillcors of equal pro* 
fessionol claims. 
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dates^ at'e marked with the number of the page to which each m point if date diuuld have 
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To Vise. Costlereagh (p* 186). London, 7lh April, 1800. 

Upon referring to Gen. Beresford’s private letters to your Lordship and 
Gen. Stewart, I observe that ho is particularly anxious to have the assist- 
ance of a larger proportion of British officers than have yet been sent out 
to him ; and although, at this distance from the scene of action, and with 
such scanty materials of information as I have in my possession, it is not 
possible for me to form an opinion respecting the mode in which the 
number of officers, which this country could afford, could be employed in 
Portugal, or the degree of utility which would result from the employ- 
ment of their services in tliis manner, I tliink it would be advisable to 
increase tlie number now there by 12 or 14 more. 

I think it probable that when Gen. Beresford will find that this country 
cannot afford the number of officers which he would require to discipline 
the Portuguese troops, he will employ them more in general duties. 
But even for this purpose the number now in Portugal would not be suf- 
ficient. The army in that country would probably not be able to afford 
any j and it is therefore desu'able, whatever may be the decision ultimately 
upon tlie mode of employing them, and whatever may be the numbers 
required for this employment, that at least 12 or 14 more officers should 
be sent out without loss of time. 


To Vise. Custlcrcagh (p. 186). Portsmouth, 13th April, 1809. 

The messenger who will deliver you this letter takes up dispatches just 
arrived from Lisbon in the Iris, and I have opened the letter &om Cra- 
dock to your brother, according to your desire. The progress of events 
is exactly what was expected it would be, and Cradock appears to have 
determined to remain in his position in the neighbourhood of Lisbon. 

The Captain of the Iris informs me that, as he was coming out of the 
Tagus, he saw a fleet of transports going in, and he spoke a merchant- 
man, by which he was informed that the transports had hoops on board. 

The wind is still contrary, and it blows so hard that it is impossible to 
go to sea. It rains, however, and we hope tliat the rain will change the 
wind by to-morrow morning. 

P.S. If thoro should be any alteration in the orders to me in consequence 
of these dispatches, have a telegraph message sent to stop us at daylight 
in the moniing till the messenger will arrive. 
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To Vise. CMtlei’Pagli (p. 180). Lisbon, 2-ltli April, 1809. 

A late regulation respecting the pay of the staff on foreign service 
having been just transmitted from England, and which differs materially 
from that which has been acted upon for some years past, particularly 
with regard to the heads of the staff j viz., the Q. M. G., the A. G., their 
deputies, and the Military Secretary, who are curtailed of one half of 
their usual allowance, os will be seen by the oncloscd statement, I beg 
leave to submit to your Loi’tlship the propriety of continuing the cus- 
tomary allowances to these officers, particularly as an assistant in eitlior 
of these departments has, even in England, the allowance of 15 shillings 
per diem, which is 5 shillings more tlian the late regulation for the depu- 
ties^ and as the lowest ranks in them, viz., Dep. Assistants, receive the 
allowance of 10 shillings per diem, which is the same as now allotted to 
the D. Q. M. G. and the D. A. G. 

In some parts of the world where the late regulation formerly prevailed, 
it was even the custom to issue the additional allowance out of the o.\tra- 
ordinaries of the army, which custom has latterly been abolished in order 
to simplify the accounts, and tlie whole pay has been drawn for under 
one head. 

I trust your Lordship will consider these oircumstancos, and that Hia 
Majesty’s government will he pleased to authorise the issue of the cus- 
tomary pay to these officers ; as it is by no means more tlian adequate to 
them respective situations os heads of the military departments of the 
army, through whom the most important duties of the service are carried 
on, and as the heads of the civil branches of the staff receive a very in- 
creased rate of pay and allowances. 

To tha Rt. Hon. J. Villiers fy. 219). Coiiiilim, 7lli May, IROU. 

I enclose 2 papers omitted in my other dispatches, also n bug of letters 
from the officers of the army, to be sent to England by the first oppor- 
tunity. 


To Hie Rt. Hon. J. Villiera (p. 221). Coimbva, Bill May, 1809. 

■ne bearer is Mr. Viana, who has lately been at Oporto, and has some 
curious accounts to give you of our friends tliere, and I shall be obliged 
to you if you will attend to him. 


To tho Kt. Hon. J. Villiera (p. 260). Aveiro, 27th May, 1800. 

I return your letter to Marshal Soult, which I nefver had an opportunity 
of transmitting to him. 


To tiie Rt Hon. J. Villiera (p. 260). Coimbra, SOtii May, 1809. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Trant,upon which I have ' 
referred him to the Regent’s ministers j but I send you tlie letter, that you 
may give them your opinion upon tlie subject. 


To Viac. CesUereagh (p. 266). Coimbra, 31«t May, 1809. 

J beg leave to request that your Lordship would not order any addi- 
tonal supply of spirits or salt meat to he sent out for the use of the aimy 

at present a considerable quantity of each in store. 
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To ViM. Castleieagh (p. 280). Abranteii, 8tli June, 1809. 

I forgot to write to you yesterday to tell you that none of the regiments 
of this army have any spare arms and accoutrements ; and if you should 
send out any recruits, it will be necessary to send arms and accoutrements. 
The latter of these ought to he supplied by the Colonels of regiments, but 
probably the best mode of supplying them would be for the Storekeeper 
to send them out ; and pray let them be of bufiF. 

To Vise. Castlereagh (p. 289). Abrantes, llth June, 1809. ' 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s dispatch 
of the 25th ult., in which your Lordship conveys to me by His Majesty’s 
command an authority to extend my operations in Spain beyond the pro- 
vinces immediately adjacent to the Portuguese frontier. It does not 
appear to be quite certain that Marshal Victor has retired or has made 
any preparatory arrangements with a view to withdraw from the province 
of Estremadura, and tlie accounts which we receive of his movements are 
so contradictory that I am not enabled to give your Lordship any positive 
opinion upon the subject, or any satisfactory statement of facts which 
might enable you to form your own. 

Upon my arrival at Coimbra in the end of last month, I dispatched 
Lieut.- Col. Bourke and Lieut. Col. Cadogan to Gen. Cuesta’s head quarters 
to arrange with him a plan of co-operation for the British and Spanish ar- 
mies with a view to attack Marshal Victor and to oblige him to retire 
from the menacing position which he had assumed in relation to the seat 
of government of Portugal and of Spain. I propose now to extend the 
objects of this co-operation, Gen. Cuesta having expressed himself but 
little satisfied wiUi the limits which I had assigned to it ; but I fear that 
I must delay to make any movements whatever till the army shall receivg 
a supply of money. , 

To the Bt, Hon. J. Villiera (F.S. 814). Alirautes, 2l8t June, 1809. 

I am obliged to you for the trouble you have taken respecting the opi- 
nions in England regarding our operations. In the present state of the 
public mind in England, I believe tliat it will be very difficult to satisfy 
people with any thing j and the government are so weak that they are 
afraid to take the lead and to guide the public opinion upon any subject. 
However, I am very indifferent what the opinion is of our operations. I 
shall do the best I can with the force given to me ; and if the people of 
England are not satisfied, tliey must send somebody else who will do better. 

I see that Mr. accuses me of exaggeration, which is, in other words, 

lying 1 ! ! 

To the Rt Hon. J. Villiera (p. 314). Abrantes, 224 June, 1809. 

The enclosed letter from Cadogan contains my dispatches for Lord Cas- 
tlereagh. If Cadogan should not arrive at Lisbon before the first vessel 
will sail, pray open the letter and forward the dispatches enclosed in it. 

To Viio. CWlereagb (p. 816). Abtantea, 22d Jtine, 1809. 

I have the honor to transmit to your Lordship the enclosed memorial 
VOL. III. ® ® 
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from Dr. Fergusaon, Dep, Inspeotor^of hoapitala, mid Cliiof of tlic 
Medical dopartniont with the army in the fiold, which I hog lonve to re- 
commend to your Lordship’s most favorable <!<msidoration, in oitlc.r that, 
os head of that department, he may he placed, with regard to allowances, 
in some degree on a footing with that of the Commissariat, and the other 
civil departments of the army. 

P.S. I hope you will send tlio remount horses soon. I have given to 
the 14th and 16th light dragoons 95 horses from the Irish Commissariat, 
and I believe I shall give some to tlie other regiments. This arrange- 
ment and the draft from the 3d hussars will keep up the regimouts for 
a short time ; but it is inconccivablo how fast the horses of botli cavalry 
and artillery fall off, Whan horsos, as well ns men, are new in war, I 
believe they are generally the sacriltcc of thoir luntual inexperience. I 
hope we shall profit by the experience acquired in ‘the expedition to the 
northward, and that wo shall bo able to keep up the regiments rather 
better in future. 


To the Rt. Hon. J. Villicw (p. 339). Abmutes, a7tli .Tnna, 1809. 

The result of the inquiry respecting , the German sent up 

from Belem, is, that he is a deserter from the Liglit battalion of tho 
Legion. I enclose a letter from Col, Hawker, of tho 14th Light dragoons, 
respecting the man of Uio I4th supposed to he a priest, who will bo 
discharged, if those who desii-a Ms discharge will pay liis debts to his 
Captain. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiors (p. 339), Almuilos, 27(li .Time, 1809. 

The money having arrived, the ormy marches this morning towards 
Gastello Branco and Plosencio. The French retired from the bridge of 
Alraaroz on the 24th, and Gen. Cuesta was about to cross the Tagus, I 
shall he much obliged to you if you will send mo a couple of pounds of 
black tea by the first courier that comes. I shall also ho obliged to you 
if you will endeavor to give me some general notion of tlio days of depar- 
ture of the packets. 


Msmotandum ftr Col. Murray, Q.M.G. Op- 401). Doloytono, 8lli Aug. 1800. 

1. Orders to be sent to the Commissary Gen., as soon as possible, to 
send from Lisbon to the army the articles stated in tho margin.* 

2. These articles must be forwai-ded by the way of Bmlajoz, in one or 
separate convoys, according as may be most convenient, care being taken 
that the whole should come j and that a list of tho articles leaving Lis- 
bon, arriving at Badajoz, and leaving Badajoz, with each convoy, is sent 
to the army. 

3. Mr, Villiers to be applied to, to intorforo with tho Portuguese go- 


’* 30,000 pain of slioMt 
3,000 slanibr of arms. 
3,000 sets of ascoutre- 
menis. (Rithor come 
. « commg in file 
Haimah.') 


Linen to make 30,000 
slilrte. (Must lia ]iur- 
ebasod I»y llio Ciimtnis- 
saiy at Lisbon ; roiuly 
maac shirts woithl au- 
swer bettor,) 

6000 baversaoks. 


0000 I'luileciiH. 

000 liillliuoks, 

.000 (lainp kflllles. 
1,000,000 nmskul luill 
cartridges. 

Amnunntiiai Jla' 0 
Itoundcn in proportion. 
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vemment to have the articles iii^question transported to Badajoz, in the 
manner, by the. route, at the time, and by the stages, most convenient to 
them, and to the people of the country. 

4. Applications to the same purport to he made to Senor Lozano de 
Torres, in respect to the ipovement of the stores from Badajoz to the army. 

5. As soon as the plan of carriage, &c., shall he arranged, and the in- 
telligence shall he received that the convoys have commenced their march 
from Lisbon, a Commissary to be sent to Badajoz to superintend their 
receipt, and their further transport from thence in co-operation with the 
Junta of Badajoz. 

6. Orders concerning this memorandum to he sent to all the depart- 
ments concerned. 

N.B. I’ll send to Mr. Villiers respecting the business which will he 
required to he done by the government. 

To the Earl of Liverpool (p. 693). Badajoz, 16th Nov. 1809. 

Lest you should not have received the account through any other 
channel, I enclose 2 accounts which I have received of a naval success in 
the Mediterranean. I have received several other accounts of the same 
success, which I believe was achieved by Adm. G. Martin ; and I have 
also reason to believe that the 2 ships, stated by Mr. Frere to have escaped, 
were chased and destroyed by the fleet off Marseilles. I have not seen 
Capt, Jenkinson since he was ill, hut I understand that he is much better, 
and I purpose to send him to Lisbon for his recovery. 

To the Earl of Liverpool (p- 602). Badajoz, 20th Nov. 1809. 

As the issue of blankets to the troops for the winter season leaves very 
few in store, I have to request that your Lordship will he pleased to order 
an additional supply of 35,000 to he sent out to Lisbon for the use of the 
army under my command. 

To the Earl of Liverpool (p. 686). Viseu, 14th Jan. 1810. 

I enclose the name of a French prisoner in whose favor application 
has been made to me by a Spanish gentleman in order that he may he 
exchanged, as it is understood here that there is now a cartel agreed upon 
in England. I should he very much obliged to your Lordship if you 
will give directions that he may he exchanged. 


3 U 2 
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No. I. (p. 3M:) dff6). 

Le Mar6chal Soult, Due de Dalmatie, Cotnmandant aup&ieur des 2™“, 5“ et 6™ Corps, 
au Roi Joseph. Toro, le 13 Juillet, 1809. 

J’dpvouve une bien vive satisfaction de voir par la depdche, en date du C 
de ce mois, doiit V. M. a daignd m’honorer, qn’elle partage moii opinion au snjet 
de la reprise des operations. Ainsi il ne s’agit plus que de prendre des moyens 
prompts et efBcaces pour que, dans le plus court ddlai possible, je puisse me re- 
mettre en campagne. Avant 15 jours les troupes seront en etat d’agir. 

S._M. I’Empereur m’a imposd la tftche honorable de chasser les Anglais du 
continent ; je remplirai son attente et celle de V. M., quelques difficultds que d’ail- 
leurs il y ait d siuinonter, si ce que je demande et ce qui est indispensable m’est 
accordd. Les rdsiiltats dddommageront amplement des sacrifices que, pour les 
obtenir, il faudra faire, et auxquels, sans doute, Y. M. est deja dccidee. 

Je considbre que la position des troupes Impdriales en Espagne est infiniment 
prdcaire, tant que I’ennemi reste maitre des places fortes ; aprbs la prise de Sar,v 
gosse et celle de Gerona (qui depuis longiemps devraient 6tre au pouvoir de 
V. M.), il dtait de la plus grande importance d’entrepreudre le siege de Ciudad 
Rodrigo, afin de couper toute communication aux troupes des provinces mdri- 
dionales avec celles des provinces du nord, et s’assurer d’une bonne place d’armes 

E our les operations en Portugal. Certes si, pendant que j’dtais dans ce Royaume, 
L forteresse de Ciudad Rodrigo eht dtd prise et celle d' Almeida menaces, ma 
position edt dtd beaucoup meilleiire, et j’aurois pu, en ebangeant ma ligne d’opd- 
ration, me mettre de suite en communication avec I’Espagnc. Malheureusement 
cela n’a pas dtd fait ; mais il est temps de s’en occuper, et je crois que ce ddbut 
de campagne sera d’un effet trbs avantageux sous quelque rapport qu’on le con- 
sidbre. 

D’aprbs tous les renseignements, il paraft que Pormee Anglaise qui a agi contre 
moi etait de 26,000 b 30,000 hommes, qui, aprbs m’avoir poursuivi jusqn’a 
Montalegre et Allariz en Galice, sent retournds en Portugal, et out paru vouloir 
diriger leurs opdrations sur les frontibres d’Espagne entre le Tage et le Douro, 
en s’appuyant des places de Badajoz, d’ Almeida, de Ciudad Rochigo, mbme du 
fort de la Concepcion, qu’on fait retablir en ce moment, et auquel, dit-on, 2000 
hommes soutenus par un corps Anglais travaillent avec beaucoup d’aotivitd. 
Cette armde n’est pas assez forte pour prendre I’offensive avant que les secoute 
qu’elle a certainement demandds en-An^eterre lui soient arrivds (un rapport que 
j’ai recu Her annonce qu’un corps de 12,000’ b 15,000 Anglais vientde debarquerb 
Oporto : cela pent btre faux) ; avant que les arrades Portugaises et Espagnoles 
soient en dlat de lui foumir au moins 50,000 auxiliaires, et avant que la 
rdcolte soit faite, non seulement pour assui'er I’approvisionnement des magasins, 
mais aussi pourreni'e disponibles tous les hommes des Royaumes en etat de porter 
les armes, qui b prdsent sont retenus par les moissous, et qui bientOt seront en 
partie einployds aux vendanges ou autres tiavaux de la terre. Ainsi, je ne^pense 



et de se rdunir. , 

La Galice et lea Asturies sont b prdsent dans un tel etat d’dpuiaement, qu il 
leur faudra plusieurs mois pour se rdlablir ; et il n’est pas waisemblable quhuie 
forte armde aille s’y rdunir, et en fasse ensuite le pivot de sea opdrations. Ainsi, 
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, nil Ti'fi ifl crois. a crniiulrc tie cea clous iiroviucoa qua ties 

coqw d’obaervatkm plaod dana lo Iloyoumc da Loon pimi’ttut aisd- 

■t .. --L. ... mOmnln 



paa faire pasaer au 
dangareuae at la plus longue, 


tent 
tdt 
courts, 
places 


; ie n’ai dit, ct il faut niOme y compter;, ii loa u vigma pur i« 
oui, an mfime temps, olfto lea meillciirs ddbouclida, ojX il trouvera phiaieurs 
d’armea pour sea ddpdts, at doa appuia aaanrtSa. Cette ligno ne potma 
■^ 11 . A i\t\%Ar\A ntulvicro. \it\o direction 


CepCiOll} Cw 1UUUI3 *iM*«**».v ►•v.- i . * 

admia! je^cvoia'qii’il convient, pour remplir la tdclie qua S. M. I’Empemtr 
m’a imuoada (da eombattro las Auglaia et do lea ohasser du continent), aoit ;iionr 
la mccia das opdratioiia an Eapagiie, soitpour assurer la couqufto doa provinces 
niu sont en dtat d*iii8Uvrection, do debutei^ par lo^ sidgo ct la pvise de Cmclatt 
of: ananiftf* Tifti* d’AlinoidA* oiii potirrait dtro foi*t iong| car, si, poiu* 


qi 

ai 


ne puis nJUiEairemeiit m wmo j - - 

contra moi, aans m’6tra aaaurd d’uiia ou de deus places d arincs pour y ddposer 
mas maladcs at das munltioiis, ot pour protdger nios communications aveo 

^^S,*pri8e de Ciudad Rodrigo est ciiooro iidocBsairo pour ddaorgnmacr lea projets 
des arradea insuvrectionnolloa d’Espngiie, et Icfl mcllro diinn I’hnpoKRimlilo do 
communiquer antre alias. Ella I’eat ausai pour oouvrir Madrid; et eiilin cllo 
deviant indispensable pour mdnagor par la suite nos foreoa, ct ponvoir ainsl so 
diaponser d’ontreteniv stir oette partio do la frontibro uno armdo qui rempUaao ft 1» 
foia ces divers objets. 

Ainsi, i’ail’honnaur de proposer ft V. M.: 

1. De vouloir bieii donner das ordroa impdmtifa pour quo 1 dipiipago tie aio^jo 
ju’elle a ddjft fait prdparer, soit eii entier rduni ft Sniamaiiqiic nviiiit la lin 

ce moia, quelques moyeiis qu’il faille oinployar, cii sorait-il niCino do 
vexatoires. 

2. De donner des ordros pour qu’un corps d ooaorvation luissi royt mic pos- 
sible, pris dana lea troupes qui sont en Aragon ot en Catalogue, soit rduiii dans lo 
Royaume de Ldon, et qu'il y ait un bon chef pour lo commander. 

3. De faire pydparer un autre corps d’obBOrvotioii pour inimtcuvrev suv los 
deux rivea dn Tags, et oocuper Plasenoia, ou au inoiiis fltro ft porldo du oette 
villa. 

4. De laisser ft ma' libre disposition los 3 corps d’armdo quo S, M. I’Einpe- 
reur a daigiid mettre sous- men commandemont, afin qu’aussitflt quo rtiqiiipage 
de sidge sera prfts d’arriver ft Salamanqiie, oil j’opdrerid tna rdumon, jo puisso 
ie lendetmin inarcber stir Ciudad Rodrigo, investir lo place, ouvrir lii traiiclido, 
at O&il la bataille ft toute ai'mce ennemie qui voiidrait m’arretcr. 

6. Que toua lea batailloiis at ddtachementa qiielcoiiqiica apparluiiaiit aux 
2°v, S'”*, et O'”* corps d’armde, qui sont ribiandus duns lea iirovinccs do riiitdriour 
dei’Espagne, soieiit reinplacds etaientordro do raj oiiidre lours rdgimonts, tjuolquo 
service qua d’oiileurs ils remplisseiit. 

,6. Qne V. M. dispose du suiqiluB des troupes nctucllcmcnt siir lu 'I'ago, qui 
n’antreront pas dans la composiuon du coriis d’obscrvatioii, pour fornittr uiio fovto 
xdserve daatmda ft couvrir Madrid, en mftrao temps qii’cllo ntirait jiniir cbjnt do 
pyotdger au besoin celui des deux corps d’abaotvatimi qui duiiimidcrait du aecours,' 
_ Cette rdserve pourrait dtreplacde vow Salvatierra, cnti'c Snlamuiiqiio ct Avila, occu- 
pant CBS deux viRes, et en outre auvait ordro do roaiiitoiiir libres mea coiiimunica- 
tioB» BUT lea derri^ea, et de se porter proinptemont ft mo rencontre, si, duns lo 
oas-'dlime .ndeessitd abaolue, je I’appeloia. A ce ai^jet, J’obaervcrai qu’il faut 
s’attandre, que du moment que je porterai mon corps d’obaervation auv loa 
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frputi6rcs "du Foitugal, pour couvrir le sidge de Ciudad Rodrigo, tout ce 
quo les Anglais, les Fortugais, et les Espagnols, ni6me rarmae de Cuesia, 
pourroiit rdunir de forces, se dirigera aur moi, pour seoouiir la place, et m’obliger 
a Bouteuir un combat indgal, Aiusi, il convieiit que de notre cdtc nous ayons 
dea forces aufflsantes, toutes prates d leur opposer, et que nous pressiuns les 
opdrations. 

7. Que V. M. juge d propoa de donner dea ordres poiu: qu’il soit promptement 
travailld d augmcnter la ddmnse du fort de Zamora, et d fortifier quelques autres 
postes sur le Douro od sent lea pouts, devrait-ou se bonier d construire des 
ouvrages eii terre et d profiler de quclquea maisons ou couventa pour preserver 
des partis lea ddtacliementa qui ddfendront ces passages. Une somme de 200,000 
francs bien employde anfilrait pour toutes ces ddpenaes. 

8. Enfin, que par extraordinaire il soit mis d ma disposition S00,000 francs, 
mdme 1,000,000, a’il y a possibilitd, pour ponrvoir mix ddpenses d’urgence de 
I’artillerie, du gduie, de I’administration desvivtea, des li6pitaux,et autres ddpenses 
imprdvues ou secrdtea qu’on sera dans le caa de fuire, et dont I'emploi sera yustifid 
apriSs I’opdration. 

Quant aux subaiatancea, il serait ndcessaire d’avoir d Salamanqne 2,000,000 de 
rations complStes, afin que lorsque Ciudad Rodrigo sera pris, on versflt dans la 
place oe qui ne serait paa conaommd, pour en former I’mprovisionnement. II est 
probable que je trouverai sur les lieux, ou sur les rives du Douro, suffisamment de 
pain ; mais la viande et le vin, qu’on devrait se procurer par achat, seraieiit plus 
dlfilcilea d trouver, et j’dprouverai pour les bdpitaux et lea ambulances des em- 
barras non moina grands, si I’administration eendrale ne vient d inon pcoura. 

Toutes lea propositions que i’ai I’honneur de faire a V. M. me paraissent ndce^ 
saircs pour assurer lea auccds de la campagne, et meme pour que le ddbut eu eoit 
dclataut, aiusi quo, de jour en joitt, les oirconstances en font de plus en plus sentir 
la ndooBsitd. Je pense done qn’il n’y a pas im instant d perdre pour les mettre en 
execution, ct, je le rdpdte, quelque violents ou vexatoirea que pnissent dtre lea 
moycna qu’on empluiora. 

La deinando que je faia de 500,000 franca, ou 1,000,000, sil y a possibilitd, 
n’est paa nioiiis urgonte que lea autres ; et il faut, d tout prix, obtenir cette somme, 
V. M. serait die obligde, pour se la procurer, de faire des sacrifices ondreux, on 
de mettre tons les grands qui out I’honneur d’approcher sa personne, ainsi que lea 
gdndraux et ofllcicrs supdrieura Franpais qm sont en Espagne, dans le cas de se 
eotiaer pour la former. En mon particulier, j’offi-e avec bien du plaisir ce que je 
puis avoir, ot, eu attendant, j’en feral usage; mais malheureusement c eat trop 
pen, V. M. aait que I’argcnt est le nerf de la guerre, et que par I’emploi qm en 
eat fait d propoa, on se mdnage souvent dea succes que, sans oe puissant vdlncnle, 
on ne serait paa toujoiirs assure d’obtenir, ou eu meins, il en couterait beaucoup 
plus d’horames et une perte de temps qu’on ne saiirdt remplacer. T. M. est 
auasi sans doiite persiiadde que lorsque S. M. I’Empereur sera inatniite ue 1 iir- 
gence du besoin, il est infaillible qii’elle enverra lea fonds ndcessaires pour y 


J’diiarld do I’dqiiipage de aidge, mais je dois suppoaer que son organisation 
comuroiidra tout lo personnel d.es armes de Vartillene et du gdnie, ainai que ies 
munitions, oulila, et une immense quantitd de sacs d tewe qu on sera dans le cas 
d’employer. Dans cette persuasion, j’ai I’hoimenr de si^plier f* 
doniicr ovdro aux gdndraux Senarmont et Ldry de mettre la totalite des mwens 
dont on devra faire usage d la disposition du gdndral Diilauloy^ pour J- “bllene, 
ot d cello du colonel Garbo pour le gome, en mdme temps quila prendront les 
mesiires ndcessaires pour fiure avriver le tout d Salamanque, amsi que je 1 ai 


^ 1 nrdsoiit (iiic i’ai ddveloppd toute ma pensde au sujet des opdrations a entre- 
primilo, ot pour remplir les devoirs qui me sont imposds, il ne me reste 
plior V. M. (lo pardonner, si j’ai oad, en liu soumettant mes 
mifimfetlo fmuchiso, ot lui fiiiro (lea propositions. La gloire des armes de 1 Em 

le 5® r “"ISurdfti^e 

Lrvifi’ In noasibiUld one i'entrovoia de parvenit paries moyensindiqudadl entiore 

et mfime de Fortueal, Vambition one l aide 
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utile, tontes ces consicldmtions m’ont cntrnind an ilelA des bonie!! oA peut-fitre 
j’auraia dA m’arrSter, et in'ont suggdrd quo ponv vainoro il fnlliiit il’nvniico m’en 
assurer les nioyens. Si je me suia trompd, que V. M. daigiie mo doimor see ordree 
et i’obdirai. 


No. IL (p.375.) 


27(0 baitle of T<^vera. 


Le Matdohal Joutdan ti S. A. lo Prince ile Wagram et Nculublltcl, Major Gdtidrnl. 

Borgus, pres TolPile, lu :i0.ruillet, 1800. 


Ma depdcbe, datde do Navalcarnero lo 23 connint, aura fait coiimiJtro il V. E. 
les dispositions que le Roi so proposait de prondro pour so prdpari'r il combattro 
I’armde Analnise. Le 21- le lloi arrivn aveo sa rdserve ft, Cobailiis sur la route do 
Tolftde ft Madrid, Le rneme jour M. le Mardclial Victor opdra sa retrnite suv la 
rive gauche de la Guadarrama, et vint prendre position ft I’cmboucliuro do cette 
riviere dans lo Tage. Pendant co terns M. le gdufiral Sdbostiani exfjcutnit son 
mouvement sur Tolddo. Ddjft le 24. nu soir, hi tete de sn colomic dtait arrivdc 
dans cette viile. Le 2d le lloi donna ordro a I’armCc do so porter sur Toifijos. 
Le 1“ corps marchait cn tfite, 11 liit renfored do la division de cavalorio IdgiSro 
du gdnfiral Merlin, que lo Roi rotira du 4"“ corps. On laissa ft Araiijncs et ft 
Tolede ce qui dtait u&cessaire pour ddfendre ces points. 

La cavalerie Idgilre du 1" corps trouva los avant-posfes do Tarmfic Rspngnole ft 
Torrijos. On apprit que toute i’armde Espognolc dtait ft S‘“ Oluliu, et qu’cllo 
avail mftme commened un mouvement pour se porter sur Tolftdo. Les avant- 
postes de I’onncmi furent facilomenl culbutds. Cuesta, npprcnanl notro mouvo- 
inent, crut devoir sc retiror sur 'falavora, mnis son arriure-gardo fut attuiuto ot 
sabrde en avanl de S“ Oialla. 

L’armde Fran^aiso vint camper en entior ft S^‘ Olnlla, ayant sou avant-garde ft 
El Bravo. Lea avant-postos annonoftrent qu’ils dlnioitt en nrdsvnco doH avant- 
postes de I’armde Anglaiso. En olfot, eotto armde dtait ft 'J'alaveni, ayant nno 
avant-garde de quolquos batnillona ot do 2 rdgimeus do cavalorio A Casalogns. 

Le 27 lo Roi dirigen rarrade sur I’Albercho. L’avant-giivdo do I'lirmdo An- 
glaise fut clmssde de Cazalogaa. A 3 hourcs aprds midi, I’armdo dtait rdnnio sur 
les borda do cette riviere, ayant aos tirailleurs sur la rive droito. On oijsorva les 
mouveraens da I’ennemi du cdtd do Talavorn. D’aillours on crut quo I’avmdo 
ennemie se rdtiroit sur Oropesa, maia lo Due do IJelluno, qui eomuitt parfnite- 
ment les environs de Tnlavera, crut roninrquor quo I’cnuenii prenait une lorto 
position, sa droito appuyde ft Tnlavera, et sa gauche ft un plateau diovd, ayant 
line avant-garde dans los hois situds sur la rivo droito do rAlberoIio. Lu Roi so 
ddoidn ft marcher do suite ft I’ennemi. M. lo Due de Bulluuo lit altaquer los hois 
oft dtait I’avant-gardo de I’armdc Angiaisc. Cette avant-gardo so ddfundit vivo- 
ment, mars elle fut culbutde, et M. lo Duo de Bcllnue s’npprocha jusqu’ft portdo 
du canon dumamelou oft la gauche do I’armde Anglaiso dtait airpuyde, Pundant 
ce terns la division Latour Maubourg, la division Milhaud, et lu division 
Merlin, s dtaient portdes sur la rive droite de I’Alborohe, ot marchaiuul dans la 
plaine enti-e le bois dont on ohassait I’avout-gardo Anglaiso ot lo Tage j le 4’"“ 
corps et la idservo suivnient le mouvement. 

On crut remorquer que toute I’arrnde Anglaiso so rapjiroolmit du plateau, mnis 
que i armde Espagnolo dtait en arriftre de Talavern. On ponsa qu’il dtait tvAs 
important de faire tftter, dds lo mdme soir, le plateau oft s'appuynit I’ailo gauche, 
de 1 armde Anslaise, aflii de ne pas lui donner le toms de s'y fortilier : mnis uprfts 
(juelques tirmlleraens, M, le Due do Bellnne, voynnt fa iiuit iiimroclier, ot 
1 ennemi en force, remit la parlie an lendemam. L’armde cumpa ft portdo du 
canon de I’armde ennemie. * 


Le 28 au noatin lahataille s’ongagoa par uno nouvollo attaqnc quo M. lo Duo 
de BeUune dmpq sur le plateau. Cette attnquo fut dos plus vlgourousos. Lo 
^ corps marchait sur deux lignes contro lo centre do I'onnomi, ayant soin do 
afia d observer Talnvora, La rdserve dtait (lisposdo do 
1 appuyer los points de la ligne qui on nurnient hosuin,* Copon- 

anrds le i 'wee nno nudaco pen communo! ot 

aprds Je combat le plus vif, le plus opuuatre, ot lo plus mouvtvier, I’armdQ en- 
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neiniD a 6t6 oUlgfie de reti’ogi'ader et d’abandonner le plateau et Talavcra de la 
Ueyim, qiu dtaient lea deux pointe principaux de la ligne. L’armee Inipdviale a 
couclic SUV le champ de hataille. ^ 

Cependant les 2'“°, 6™, et G™' corps, qui dtaient rdunis & Salamanque, sous les 
ordrea des Mardclmux Dues de Dalmatie, de Trfivise, et d’Elchingen, sent partis 
de Salamaiiciue pour Plasenoia, et doivent, i I’heure qu’il est, 6tre de hien pres 
sur lea demeres de I’armde ennemic. Nous attendons les plus lieureux rcsultats 
do ces inouvcmens, car, avant que les corps fussent r£unis, la plus petite partie 
des forces de S. M. I’Empereur en Espagne a suUi pour hattre I'enuemi. 

Une partie du d™ corps retourue pres Aranjuez pour enntenir les mouremens 
que le corps Espagnol de Venegas aurait pu Jure de ce c6tc. 


La Mariiolial de I’Empire, Jourdati, Major G6u6rBl de S. M. Catholique, an Mat£chol 
Soult, Duo de Dalmatie. Bargas, 30 Juillet, 1800. 

Eloignd depuis plusieurs jours de Madnd, j'.iJous ai 6crit plusieurs fois ; mais 
coinme il est possible que mes lettres (dent ^ interceptOes, je vais vous coranni- 
niquer I’ensemble des operations de rarmOe „<)us les ordres du Hoi, depuis le 23 
jusqu’d ce jour. 

Le 22 au soir, le Roi apprit que 1‘armee Angkise, rdunie 4. celle de Cuesta aux 
environs do Talavcra, se disposait a prendre I'ofiensive centre M. le Due de Bel- 
luno, qui Ctait camp6 sur I’Alberohe, et qui avait son qnarticr gdndral a Cazolegas. 
Lo mouvement de I’armfie Anglaise et de Cuesta sur M. le Due de Bellune, devait 
Otre soutenupar un corps de 10,000 4 12,000 Portugais, qui des bords du Tietar 
s’fitait portO sur Eacalona et sur I'Albercbe, afiii d'altaqucr M. le Duo de Bellune en 
quoue, tandis qu’il lo serait de front par I’armue Anglaise et celle de Cuesta. Le 
Roi, qui avait prOvu on partie ces mouvemens, avait donnd ordre 4 M. le general 
Sdbusliniu do so reployer sur Toledo. 

Lo 23, le lloi partit do Madrid avec sa rfiserve, et vint couclier 4 Navalcarnero. 
Sa MajestO avait le projet do continuer son mouvement sur Cazalegas, ailn de se 
rOuniv au Duo do Bolluno j olio avait Ogalemeut le projet d’appeler 4 Casalegas le 
4mu corps, lorsqu'il serait arrivd 4 Tolede. Dans la soirlie du 23, M. le Due do 
Bolluno rondit oompto 4 Sa Majesty, qu’ayont la certitude qu’il serait attoquji le 
2-1, et (pio no oroyant pas prudent do combattre im ennerai aussisupdrieur, il allait 
BO rotiror sur Tolisde et venir prendre position sur k Guadarrama. 

Lc Roi no put done pas continuer son mouvement sur Cazalegas; en consd- 
(lucncc Sa MajusUi so rendit le 24, 4 Bargas, pres de Tol4de. Ce jour-14, k tete 
(in 4™» corps arriva a Tokde, et le 25, le 1” corps, le 4">» corps, ctk rdserve furent 
rdunis aux environs do TolSde. 

IiC 20, le lloi laissa 3,000 homines pour ddfendre Tokde, et se init en 
marche avec touto I'annise pour prendre I’offensive. Arrivfi 4 Torrijos, on rencontra 
los avaut-postus onnomis ; ils furent cidbutds sur le corps de I’armde Espagnole 
(lui fitait canipfio 4 S‘a Oklk, 04 Cuesta avait son quartier gdudral; I’amiee 
Anglaise dlait rostue 4 Takveva, ayant une avant-garde 4 Casalegas. Le inline 
jour, le Roi continna sa raarcho sur 8*“ Olalla, oii il vint 6taulii son quartier 
gdndral. L’lirmfio Espagnole se mit en retraite sur Talavcra ; son arriSre-garde 
fnt attcinto et siihrdc. 

Lo 27, lo Roi continua son mouvement en avant; ravant-gavde de I'amide An- 
gkiso fnt rcncnnU'de pr4.s do Cazalegas ct fiit eulbutde. L’arinde Angkise et 
rarindo Espagmik prirout position, kdroite dTolavera, ct la gauehe sm- un plateau 
dont Tnccus dlait oxtremoinent diiiicile. 

Le Roi fit passer VAibevebe 4 toute I'arrade ; tout ce ^ui voiilut s’opposer 4 sa 
marclio fut cullmtd ; et I'avmde Irapdrialc ai-riva k nuit 4 portde du canon de 
rarnido enneinie ; deux bmircs do jour dc plus auraient pevmis au Roi do faire 
ouiover le plateau auquol s'appuyait I’aile cauclio de I'armde enneinie, et, comme 
CO plateau dlait hi clef do sa position, ollc out dtd complotemeiit battue. 

Ij emionii, qui sentit touto riiiiportaiico do cottc position forniidahlo, porta pen- 
dant la unit sur eo plateau line iiomhreuse artillerie, et pkpa toute I’armde An- 
glaiso on arvieru de cette position, tandis que I’lU'mdo Espagnole, forte de 36,000 
hoiiimoa, oeeuiiait lea environs de Talavera. . r no - 

Nfiaumoiiis 10 Roi so ddeidn 4 attaquer les deux armdes emiemics. Le 28, a 
In iioiiile du jour, le coiiihal s'oHgagoa par Tattaqiic du plateau, qiii fut faite par 
les troupes d'u lur eoips. Nos troupes montureiit a I'assaut avec uiie valeur peu 
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commune; cependant airivdes il la sominitd, dies furont foredos do so replicr, 
njrant fitfi attaqu^es par des forces supdricurcs. Elios rcntrtircul dans lour prcmi&rc 
position, et le comliat fut suspondu. 

Le Koi fut lui-m8mo reconimttre lo plaioau ; il flit ddcidd qn’on fomit niio noii- 
velle attaque sur ce point important, qu’il u’y avait pas do possibilitG do tonriicr, 
mais quo oette attaque seriut foite par tout lo 1<» cor 2 >s, tandis quo lo daw atlo* 
querait le centre do rouncmi. Los ttoiq)es so iniront cu mouvomciit & d 
hem'es apr^s midi ; il s’cngngea do suite nne action des ^dus vivos ; nos troupes 
flrent des prodiges de valeur. Elies foredreui I’ennomi d aliaudouncr lo plntonu, 
mais eiles ne pouvaiont jamais s'y inaintonir jiar In Ibcilitd quo reiiiiomi nvait 
d'attaqiier nos tdtes de colonncs, avee des forces supdrieures, L’attnquu do ooulro 
forpa dgaleineut I'enucini d reedder ; nos troupes couclidront sur lo o'Iwunp do 
bataille, aprds avoir fait dprouver d I’onnemi \me perto immense : in udlrc a dtd 
considdrable. Toute I'infanterie, exccjitd la rdserve, n dtd ongngdo ; lo ton-ain 
n’a pas permis de faire agir la cavalerie. 

Le Koi, ayant dtd ptdvenu qne I'armde do Venegas s’dtnit poxtde stir Tolddo ot 
sur Aranjuez, et qu'elle jetait des partis de cavolcine jnsqu’aux 2 >ortus do Madrid, 
a cru devoir se rapprocher de sa capitide pom- omjtdclicr quo Madrid no fdt 
envabi. Il a aussi dtd portd d prendre ce jiarti dans I’ospdranco quo lo rdsultat 
de la bataille et votre mouveinent sur Flasencin engngernitmt I’arnido Aiiglniso d 
se sdparer de Cuesta et d se reporter sur Hascncia. En consdquenco, lo 21), lo lor 
cotps prit son ancienne position sur I’Alberche, ot Sa Majcaid cat vonuo couobcr 
cemfime jour aveolodma corps ot la rdserve d 8*“ Olallnj aujourd'hui olio ost vonuo 
dBargas. Ld, SnMajestd est on position do sccourir encore unc foia, au bosoin, le 
!«' corps, ot d’cmpficlicr I'ennenii dcricn eiitreproudro sur Toledo, otfairo repontir 
Venegas de sa tdradritd, s'il iinssoit lo Tnge d Aranjnoz pom- so porter sur Madrid. 

Maintenant que jo vous ai oonununiqnd, M. lo Miirdchal, tout co qui a dtd fait, 
etles positions qu’ocoupe I’anndo, Sa Mnjosld m’ordonno do vous dim, iiuo si, par 
votre mouvement sur Plnsonoia, vous no forco* una rm-mdo Anglaian d so adnnrer 
de Tanude Espag;uolfl, Sa Mtdestd niira do la iwiiw ii twiir idto d tonics hm limea 
qui sont rdunios dovant cllo; rnrmdo do Cnestn est forte do 3,'),0()() Iminmns, cello 
do Venegas de 25,000 ; I'armdo Angloiso ost dgalenient an inoins do 25,000 ; 
joignez d cola 12,000 ou 15,000 Portugois oux ordroa du gdndral Wilson, vous 
verroz quo tout oela a'fildve d 100,000 honnnes. 

J’ouliliaia de vous dire quo lo corps do Wilson s’ost availed jnsqu’d Nnvalcar- 
nero, et qu’au moment od le Koi marebait sur I'ni-mdo Anginiso, co corps ii dtd 
rappeld. 

8a Majestd esperc quo voxis Otos on ploinc marclio pour vous porter sur Pla- 
sencia, ot que, dans lo cas od I’armdo Anglaiso n’y scrait pas parvonue, vous la 
oliercberez partout od olio soro, afln do lo comunttro. Vous soiitoz quo vous 
n’avezpaa un moment d pordre, et que vous devoz agir avoo la plus grmule cdldritd. 

Le lloi ddsire rooevoir frdquommeut do vos nouvcllcs ; il faut tllchor d’dtablir 
votre communication avec Avila, afln quo Sa Majostd rocoivo plus pronuitoinonl 
de vos nouvelles. 

J’ai Thonneur de vous soluer avoc la considdration la plus distingude. 


le Prbioe dfl mgram et Nenfchatel, Major Gfin6rol,au Marddial Jourdon, Major Gdnd- 
ral de S. M. Catholiquo. p,„ig^ je 31 13,,,, _ 

L’Empereur m’a ohargd do faire cominJtrc direotomont d Votro Rxoellcn'oo sea 
observations sur la manidto dont lea afiuircs ont dtd uoiiduites on Hsiuin-iie, rela- 
livement aux derniors dvdneraents. L’inqiortance do cos romarqnoa m'oTilig’era do 
les fransenre en portie, et de rendre le msto avoo la iirdcisioii la plus scruiiulouse, 
pour ne pas oonrir lo risquo d‘nltdi-or cn ricii les dmurentos iddes de nimiWcm- 
Sa Majestd a pensd quo le Mordobal Due du Dalinallo u’aurail 
pas dn 6tre rnrigd sur llasenoia, mais qn’il dovait veuir do Salamnmiuo sur 
Madnd, par Avila, ot quo, los 3 corps marohant isoldmcnt, la iPto scrait arrivdu 
Ahi le27 ou le_28. Il follait pendant co tenqis lit reculor it potiles i<inviido«,''c(, lui 
donxiei^ lo. bataiilQ sous Maclrid quo loraaiio iniihrm M/tm firivunu .ua 


verSsMs imr™ quo i ouire avmuo poiivait Piro battue ilTalfi- 

^ seoours, ot qu'on compromulla t ainsi laHflvolddc tons 

les corps 4’armdc.en Espagne,, tandisVc les Anglais n’avaicul rim ft crlduK 
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puisqu’en !? honves tie temps ils pouvaient se mettre den-ifere le Tage, et que, en 
rop.'iBsmit 00 fleuvo d Talavera, k Almava 2 , ou partout ailleurs, ils avatent leur 
ligiic tl’opdration sur Batliijoz i I'abri. Sa Majestd trouve qu’on a compromis les 
trtmpos par le iiiuuveinent orduiiiid, sons qu’oii pdt en obtenir un rdsultat, mSme 
eii cas db succbs. 

L'Enipereur pciisc qii'on avait fait true faute en se divisant en deux armdes, de 
60,000 homines cliacime, sdpardes par ties montagnes et par uue grande dtendue 
dc pays, inais quo du moins on n^aurait d<i ne livrer bataille qu'en mdme temps 
oil apres. 

Le Mardchal Due de Dolnintie ne pouvait pas dtre i Flasencia avant le 4 Aodt, 

i iavoo qu’il devuit y arriver avee tout le 6“" corps qui veiiait d’Astorga, et avait 
lesoin tie tout co temps pour achever cette mavclie ; au lieu que I’aimde du Roi 
pouvait mautEuvrer du cdtd de Madrid et ga^er (piolques jours sans livrer 
bataille ; les Anglais ne se seraient pas compioinis, s’ils I'avoient trouve dans une 
bonne position, 

Enfln arrivd S. Talavera, on savait par les prisonniera que I'armde Anglaise dtait 
on prdsonoe, et Von ne devait pas Valtaquer sans I’avoir reconnue. Leur droite 
dtaut d Talavera, od se ti-ouvaient lea Espagnols, on savait que ceus-ci, quoique 
no valnnt rien en plein champ, n'en sent pas ”inoins da bonnes troupes quand ils 
peuvent se vetroncher dans des maisons. La gauche des Anglais dtant sur un 
plateau, on devait s’assurer si oe plateau ne pouvait pas dtre toumd, et cette posi- 
tion exigeait done des reconnaissances prdalables, sails lesquelles on compromet 
les troupes, et ou lea expose sans ndceaaitd. 

Sa Miijestd trouve on outre qu’une fois rdsolu a livrer bataille, il fallait le faire 
avco phis do viguour et d'ensemhle, et que e’est essuyer un affront que d dtre re- 
pousse qiumd ou a eu 12,000 hommes en rdserve qui u'ontpas tird. L’Empereur 
mimto qu'on no doit pas livrer de bataille lorsqu’on na pas ini s'assurer d'avance 
d’livoiv lea tvois quarts des chances en faveur da son succds ; on ne doil mSme, dit 
oncoreVEmpereur, danner me baiaille que lorsqu’on n' a plus de nouvelles chances d 
esphreTf pvtsque de so nuiure le sort d'une hataiUe est toi^ours douienx/ viais^me 
ftiie tpi'ullo «sl. rholue, on doit vainore ou pMr, et les aigles Francoises ne doiiieiit 
se rmloyer que lorsque loiUes ontfait dgalement leurs efforts. 

■le lib loisaerni point igiiorer d Votre Excellence que Sa Majesle a did infoimde 
d'uiie cirooustaiioo qui a oxcitd sou radeontentenient : e’eat que le Due de Bellune, 
il la bataille do Talavera, a ponad que si la rdserve avait dtd miae sous ses ordres, 
il auruit ouluvd la position des An^ais. L’Emperour a done jugd que c’dtait par 
Biiito des fantea commises que I’armde d'Espagne a dtd ainsi bravde par 30,000 
Anglais. Sa Majaatd fmit par cette phrase : Tant qu’on youdra atfaquer de bonnes 
troupes, comine les troupes Anglatses, dans de bonnes positions, sans les reconnaitre 
et HiissuTCT 81 on pent les cnlevetf on conduircti des homtnes alamort enpure perte» 
Jo remplis le devoir qui m’dtait imposd pat les ordres de VEmpereuri dans une 
clvomistanco aiiasi ddUoate qu’importante, R ne m’est pas perims de ra dcarter de 
la ligue qui m’est ti-aodo. Je ddsire beaueoup que yotre rdponse roe mette ® “Jn*® 
do donner A Sa Majestd des explications satisfaisantes, et de nature.a dissipcr 
Viinprossion que lea oirconstauoea lui ont faite. 


No. m. (p. 440.) 

lo. Mavdehal Jourdan, Miqor Gdndral de 8. M. Catholique. a^^d^al Soul^ Dnc^^ 

Dalmatio. . i i 

Le lloi me charge d’avoir I’honiieur de vous prevenir qu jl a recu une letto de 
Son Excellence le Ministee de k Guerre, portant que 1 intention de S. M. 1 Em- 
norcur cat ou’on n’cntvopreiina rien centre le Portugal ^udant le mois d 

voua le propose/, ^ , d’entrepreudre de nouvelles opdrationa, S. M. 
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tout lea i)cns6es ct los vuoa Au Roi. S. M, mo olmT/j[o d’njonlov A ooa conwuldm- 
tioiis, quo dans ce moment los commnnieations avoo In li’rm)co_ sniit IroH-diinge- 
reuscs et A la veille d'Clve iiitcvoeijliios. Los coHrriors sniit iiHsiiKsini'is, otU's divova 
dfitnoliements aont attnqufo ct miclqnofoia cnlcvds. Eiifiii, il n’oat ]ilns poHsililc do 
faire voyager loa convnis, par I’inipoaaibiliti'i <rfi I’oii so Innivo do lour dnmior doa 
cscortea aulllaantos. Cojjondant Madrid sc tronvo dfipimvvu do immitioiiH, o(, I'oii 
no pout oiitroprcndro tine (qt/lralion militairo impiirlnnlo avnnl d'oii avoir ro(>u doa 
places de d^pdt. Los voitiiros d'nrtilierio so Irmivoiil, d’npros tin rniiporl: do M. 
le gfmfiral Souarmont, liors d’dtiit d’outreV en oiimpiiguo. Milos out olfi di'truites 
par los grandos clialours, ct le gfineral Konnrmnnt pousc qu'il fiiudra itltis d'un 
mois pour lea rdparer. Lea fom-gons du Iruiit soul dans lu nionio dint. liOs 
troupes, snrtont la cnvalerio, out le pitta grand liosoin do ropos. Kiilin, lints los 
approvisionnements on sulisistancoa (pu uvaioiit did Ibrmds A Modrid, out did con* 
aommds pendant Ics dornidres opdratioiis, at il cst indispoiisalilo d'on order do 
nouvcatix, sans quo! I’nrmdo no pouvvait ae aontenir on campiigito. 

Le Roi pcrise done, M.lo Mardclial, quo dansle moment robjot ])rino.ipal cat do 
rendre libres los communications avco la France cl. avoe loa places do dditAl,. DejA 
dea troupes sonl partius do Madrid pour disperser loa rnsBouibliimcnls qiti sMlaieut 
formds dii edtd do I’Escuriai, de Giindnrramn, ct do Segovio, ct qiii inlorooplaient 
les eommunicationa avoe Valladolid. Lc 'l'“« coips, qui a le plus grand 



Romana, il ebassera I’oimomi do Snlnmanqiio cl do Ldoii, ot fbroora I.-i lloniann A 
rentrer dans les moutagnoa do la Galiou. Pendant oo limipa, M. le gdndral Kol- 
lermauu balayora loa provinces de litupos ot do Soria, t>t rdlablira los oonmitmi- 
cations avoe la Franco ot lea places do dtipAt; los ootivois arrivonmt, on ribiavora 
rartillerie ot lo train doa dquipagos, on formora dos a)t)irovisiiniuoiuonia, los 
troupes se roposeront, ot quolquea cliovaux do cavalerio so roniollronl. D’ioi lil, 
S. M. I'Emporeur jiourra transinottro sea ordres an lloi, ot I’aruido sera on dint 
d’agir lorsquo la saison dos grandos oltalours sera pusaoc. Si, avant oollo dpoipto, 
ce qui ost pen probable, rcnitorai prenait Follbnaivo, nlors, jtitr los pnsilioiis 
qii'occtipent les divers carps d’arntdo, on jiotirrait lea rdimir on Knit an on iiartio 
en peu de jours suv lo point iidoossairo, ot I’oii ngivnit suUin los ciroimatiiuoos. 

Lo Roi^no^pout pas envoyev la 1“ corps A Talavora j M. to Duo do Ilidlmio 
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delle. Son prqjet eat do coiisiddrcr lo *1"“' omps cinmnu uno vds'orvo avco 
laquelie S. M. se portera pavtout oA sa pr6sonce sera ndcossaivc!. Ainst lo Roi 
5"" corps .doit roster dans la position qu’il ocoupo, ot uu’avoo 
e 2 corps vous dovoss continnor A obsem'r lo Portugal ot A oltorolior A 
savoir oe quo devient I’armdo Aiiglaiso. Les nrmdos omiomtos doivont avoir 
besom de plus de temps pour se rofnire quo I’lmudu Tiupdriiilo, pitisiiu’ollos ottt 
perdu la plus grande pavtie de Icur matdviol. 11 ost done A prdsuiuor qu’avant 
qii elles soient en dtat de reprendre les opdriitions, nous sovons rdpiirds. Dans on 
cas, St les opdrations ont lieu do votro c6td, lo Roi s’y portera avoe lo oovtis 
la Garde, et une brigade de }a division Dessollcs. ‘ ^ 

Le Hoi ne perd pas do vne I'o projot dn sidge de Ciudad Rodrigo, ot H. Af. ponse 
fnut se prdparer A faire ootlo opdration A la promiAro occasion favorable. 
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S. M. est (Ians I’impossibilitd de vous onvoyer lea 2,000 hommea de cavalerie 
qiie vous demniidez; a peine y a-t-il 1,000 huinmes de eavnlcrie eiitve le I" et le 
4“* corps. On iie pcut lent en retirer sans k-s niettre bora d’etat d’ngir. .I'aiecrit 
a Son Excellence le Minbtre de la Ouerre, par ordre du Uoi, pour deiuander das 
secours pour cette arnac. 

Lea ordrea sont doniids pour que tons les detacliements que vous avez kisses a 
Valladolid vous soient renvoyes. On a domic I'ordre de vous envoyer desfonds; 
mala il faut attcndre qu'ih soient arrives de Burgos, ou ils ont dtd arrOtds ii cause 
des dangers des connnunications. 


No. IV. Cp. G13.) 

The hauls of OsaTia. 

Le Mart-dial Duo de Dalmatie 1 S. A. le Prince de tV,-igram et de Ncufchritd. Major 

G6neral. Dos iiarrios, le 10 Nov. 1809. 

Lea troupes de S. M. I’Enipereur vienncnt de rempnrter une vlctoire oignalde. 
La bataillc a'cat donnde u Ocaiin, od les insingds Espagnola nvaient rduni .5.1,000 
bonunes, dont 7000 de cavalerie, et une nonibrcuse artilleric. Le 4'““ corps 
d'armfie rduni au 3"“’ corps sous les ordros do M. le Mardebal Due de Trcvise, la 
division de dragons dugeudral Milhaud, la division de cavalerie It-gure du corps, 
commandde par le gcndral Beauregard, et la brigade de cavalerie legere dn general 
Paris, ainsi que la garde du Koi, et 2 bataillons de troupes ICspagnoles, sont ce 
matin partis d'.4rnnjuoz pour so porter a la rencontre de I’ariudc cnneinie, que toua 
les renseignemens indiquaient en position a Ocaiia. A 9 lieuros I'avant garde a 
efFectivement rcconnu cette armfie, a 11 beures Ic combat s’ost ciigagfc, et a 2 
heures la bataille dtait gagnde. Les Espagnols out fait bonne idsistanee ; la siipd- 
rioritd de Icur nombre les enconrageuit ; mai$ ils ont etc abordcs si fi ancbemeiit par 
toutes le; troupes que leur position Icur dtait enlevce sans la nioindre hesitation. - 

Les charges de cavalerie et d’infanterie qui ont en lieu les ont mis dons mie 
dpouvantable ddroute. Tonte ratlillerie et les bagages sont restes en notre pouvoir. 
On compte dejtl plus de 50 pieces de canon, 13 drapeaux, et beaucoiip de prison- 
niers, parmi Icsquels 3 gfinfiraux, 6 colonels, et 700 autres ofiiciers, sont an potivoir 
des troupes Impcriales. La terre est jonchde de cadavres, et de plus do -10,000 
fhsils, ainsi que de debris de bagages et eiPets militaires : h tout instant on amene 
des prisonniers. Le reste fuit sans armes, sans trap savoir que devenir. Si les 
Anglais ont encore une armde Espngnolc A sacrifier, ils peuvent la prdsenter ; 
toute I’armee Imperiale en Espagne est dispoiuble. 

Ce matin le Koi avait donne le commandement toute la cavalerie a M. le 
gdncral Sebastian!. Les belles charges qn'il a faites ont justifid ce cboix. II a 
-maneeuvrd avee prdcision et audace. M. le gdncral Milbaud s’est aussi tres dis- 
tingud. Tons les chefs de cavalerie mdritent d’etre citds. Les cbevaux Idgers do 
la garde Boyale ont montrd une grande intrdpiditd. 

[Here fhUmi) the recemmeiidatiam.'\ 

Notre perte est pen de chose, rektivement a I’importance du rdsultat et de la 
cbaleur du combat. Je ne crois pas qu’elle sc leve A 400 hoinmes, tout compris, &c. 


No. V. Cp- 719.)70I.') 

Le Prince de Wagiam et Nettfch3.tel, Major Gdndral, au Roi Joseph. 

_ . Paris, le 31 Janvier, 1810. 

L’Empereur m’ordonne de rd-expddier pour I’Espagne I'aide de camp do V. M., 
M. de Clermont Tonnerre, pour porter A la connaissance de V. M. ses intentions 
au sukt de I’expcdition de i’Andmousie. 

1. £n marchanit sur Sdville et Cadix, I’Empereiu: pense qu’il faut avoir soin de 
mener les dquipages de sidgs ndeessaires ; car si I'ennemi salt qu’on n'a pas les 
moyens de le bombarder ni de le miner, cek poun-a accroitre sa resistance. 

2. II faut prdvoir que les Anglais peuvent marcher sur Talnvera pour faire 
diversion; I’Empereur jnge done qu’il est convenable de kisser le S’”” corps 
d'armde, qui est compost de nos meilleures troupes, pour Stre opposd aux Anglais, 
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et de mettre tons les petitg corps cliargds tie gavder les communications avcc 
Madrid sous les ordres du commandant du fi"“ corps,' afln qn’il soit il portde 
de les rdunir et de s'opposer aux eutrqirises des Anglais. Cc corps pourrn 
se porter sur Alcantara et j usque sur les froutieres du Portugal, pour dclairor les 
mouvements des Anglais et corres})andra avec le Maruchal Duo d’Elcliingen, com- 
mandant le C™ coips d’nrmfie. 

3. Si les Anglais ne font pas le mouvcmcnt de se porter sur Madrid pour fairc 
diversion, ils peuvent se porter sur Salomaiique ; et, dans cc cas, le (I™ corps 
sera renforcd par la division Loison, le 8'"° corps, et par 13,000 hommcs do 
cavolcrie qui rendraieut impossible toiUe opdratioii (tans la ploine. 

4. Si le corps qui sera opposd aux Anglais n'est pas fortement constitud, si les 
corps entre la Sierra Morena ot Madrid ne sont pas sous le mdme commandc- 
ment, si les Anglais coupoivent respoir de faire un niouvement ofTensif, cela 
encouragera la rdsistance de Cadix. Le moindre mouvement rdtrograde d’mi des 
corps de I’expddition d’Andalouaie aerait contraire it, touto idde militaire, enliardi- 
rait I'insuiTection et ddcourageroit I'armde Franpoise : il ne font done envoyer en 
Andalousie que les troupes ndceasaires ; car, dans cette opdration, il faut prdvoir 
la diversion des Anglais. 

5. Sa Majestd n^a pas dtd entidrement satisfaite des projcts qui lui ont dtd 
soumia ; elle ne trouve pas qu’ils prdsentent d’ossez fortes combinaisons. L’Em- 
pereur considfire qu’il n’y a de dangereux en Espagne que les Anglais ; que le 
reste n'est que de la canaille qui ne pent jamais tenir en campogue ; que la com- 
munication de Lisbonne avec Seville et Cadix est tres-prompte, et que, si on laisse 
sur le Tage un corps trop faible, on risque de compromettre Topdration. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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